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Guide Overview 

 
Purpose This document has been prepared by the Canadian Environmental 

Assessment Agency (the Agency) to introduce class screening environmental 
assessments (EAs) and give an overview of the process for effective 
development and use of class screening reports under section 19 of the 
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (the Act). 

 
Contents This guide contains the following main topics. 
  

Topic See Page

1. Introduction to Class Screenings under the Act 3 

2. Objectives and Benefits of Class Screenings 5 

3. Overview of the Class Screening Process 6 

4. Summary of Key Responsibilities for Class Screenings 15 

  
Intended 
audience 

This guide is intended for anyone and is primarily useful for responsible 
authorities (RAs). It may also be useful for others who are interested in 
learning about class screenings.  

  
For more 
information 

If, after reading this guide, you would like: 
• advice on whether the class screening process applies to your projects, 

• help determining which type of class screening you should use, or 

• more information on how to effectively develop and use class 
screenings,  

 
please contact the:  
  

Class Screening Advisor, Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency 
160 Elgin Street, Place Bell Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0H3 

 
If you have general comments or questions, please e-mail: 
classscreening@ceaa-acee.gc.ca or phone (613) 957-0700.  
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Symbols in this 
guide 
 

 

To help you quickly navigate through this guide, some symbols have been used 
to identify certain types of advice or useful information.  
 

 

This symbol highlights a key message that you will want to 
remember. 

 

This symbol indicates a brief checklist of things to do or 
consider, to help you put an idea into practice.  

 

This symbol points out a tip that will help you fulfill your 
responsibilities.  

 

This symbol indicates an example or case study that you may 
find useful. 
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1. Introduction to Class Screenings under the Act 

 
What is a class 
screening? 

A class screening is a special type of environmental assessment for a 
designated “class” or category of projects that are subject to screenings under 
the Act. 
 
Annex A summarizes the legislative provisions for class screenings. 

 
Types of class 
screenings 

There are two types of class screenings:  
• model class screenings and  

• replacement class screenings. 

 

 
Model class 
screenings 

A model class screening is a two-step environmental assessment for a clear, 
well-defined class of recurring projects. 
 
In the first step, an RA develops a model class screening report (MCSR). In 
the second step, the information contained in the MCSR is used to prepare 
specific individual screening reports, called class screening project reports 
(CSPRs), for each future project to be assessed under the MCSR. 
 
A CSPR:  
• is prepared in accordance with the process outlined in the MCSR; 
• accounts for site or project-specific information; and 

• records a conclusion on the significance of the environmental effects for 
the specific project assessed under the model class screening. 

 

Key features Class screenings occur for a clear, well-defined class of recurring projects that 
may require the consideration of site or project-specific information, and 
represent the reduced Canadian Environmental Assessment Registry (the 
Registry) requirements for both models and replacements. 
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Replacement 
class screenings 

A replacement class screening is a single process in which an RA develops a 
replacement class screening report (RCSR) that can be used for all future 
projects within a class.  
 
The RCSR:  
• is a complete environmental assessment for a clear, well-defined class of 

projects; 

• provides a conclusion on the significance of the environmental effects 
for all projects identified within the well-defined class; and 

• requires no further individual screening reports of projects within the 
identified class, as no site or project-specific information is necessary.  
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2. Objectives and Benefits of Class Screenings 

 
Why use a class 
screening? 

An RA might satisfy its environmental assessment responsibilities pursuant to 
the Act by choosing a class screening process. 

 
 

 

Some key objectives and benefits for using class screenings include: 
• greater consistency and predictability in the environmental assessment 

process (e.g., clear outline of information requirements, standard 
reporting format, and clearly described roles and responsibilities); 

• consistent consideration of environmental effects of projects, and 
application of appropriate design standards and known, proven 
mitigation measures; 

• improved coordination among federal authorities and other jurisdictions; 

• provision for an open, participatory and rigorous class screening report 
development process; 

• effective use of departmental resources by streamlining the screening 
and approval process (e.g., reduced coordination efforts, documentation, 
time and resources to file notification and requirements to post 
information on the Registry); 

• the potential for departments to focus resources on projects more likely 
to have substantive environmental effects;  

• the potential for departments to accommodate a large volume of 
assessments with limited resources; 

• no project-specific assessment required for projects covered under 
replacement class screenings; and 

• reduced requirements to post information on the Registry. 

 



An Introduction to Class Screenings  6

 
3. Overview of the Class Screening Process 

3.1 Proposing a Class of Projects 

 
Proposing a 
class of projects 

An RA may propose a “class” or category of projects for consideration by the 
Agency for assessment under the class screening process.  
 
The Agency will: 
• review the proposal for a class of projects; and 
• provide guidance on which type of class screening would be most 

appropriate for the proposed class of projects. 

 
 

 

The projects within the proposed class should meet the following criteria: 
 well-defined project class; 

 well-understood environmental setting(s); 

 unlikely to cause significant adverse environmental effects, taking into 
account design standards and mitigation measures; 

 subject to an effective and efficient planning and decision-making 
process; and 

 is unlikely to cause public concerns. 
 
To ensure that projects within the proposed class meet these criteria, the RA 
will need to demonstrate a sound understanding of the projects and their 
environmental effects in comparable environmental settings. 
 
Annex B describes each of the criteria in more detail.  
 
Note: For guidance on developing a proposal, please contact the Class 
Screening Advisor. 
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3.2 Determining the Type of Class Screening 

 
Determining 
the appropriate 
type of class 
screening 

An important factor in selecting the type of class screening is whether 
interactions between the project and the environment are likely to vary from 
project to project and whether a follow-up program is required. 
 
The following table explains which type of class screening is appropriate in 
each scenario.  

 
If project-environment 

interactions are well 
understood… 

then the responsible authority… 

but likely to vary from 
project to project 

 should consider developing a model class 
screening report (MCSR); and 

 will need to supplement the information 
contained in the MCSR with site-specific or 
project-specific information in an individual 
class screening project report (CSPR), for each 
project assessed under the declared MCSR. 

and not likely to vary 
from project to project 

 should consider developing a replacement 
class screening report (RCSR), and 

 must ensure that the design standards and 
mitigation measures described in the RCSR 
are implemented for each project assessed 
under the declared RCSR. 

 
If the project requires 
a… 

then the responsible authority… 

follow-up program  should consider developing an MCSR. 
(Projects that require a follow-up program 
cannot be assessed under a RCSR.) 
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If similar projects are undertaken in somewhat different environmental 
settings or at different times in the year, the interactions between the project 
and the environment may vary from project to project. Such cases may 
require project-specific mitigation measures; therefore, a model class 
screening would be the appropriate type to use.  
 
Annex C provides a more detailed example of two classes of projects that 
were reviewed using the class screening criteria. It also provides the rationale 
for why the model class screening process is appropriate for one, while the 
replacement class screening process is appropriate for the other.  
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3.3 Developing a Draft Class Screening Report 

 
Work with the 
Agency 

The RA should work closely with the Agency from the outset in developing a 
model class screening report (MCSR) or replacement class screening report 
(RCSR), because the Agency must ensure that the MCSR/RCSR meets the 
requirements of the Act before it is finalized. The Agency can also provide: 
• process advice, and  
• tools, templates and standard texts for class screening development. 

 
Coordinate 
with other 
groups 

In the development of the class screening report, the RA proposing the report 
should consult the following participants, where appropriate:  
• other federal authorities, 

• other jurisdictions and 

• the proponent. 

 
 

 

The Agency has developed a table of contents to guide RAs in the 
development of MCSRs and RCSRs.  
 
Generally, the reports should include the following components: 
• definition of the class of projects; 
• decision-making process for the environmental assessments of projects 

covered by the class; 
• scope of the project; 

• factors to be considered in the environmental assessment;  

• description of the environmental setting;  
• the assessment of environmental and cumulative effects;  
• design standards and mitigation measures; 

• identification and justification of follow-up programs and monitoring 
measures (MCSR only); 

• justification of no requirement for follow-up program (RCSR only); 

• explanation of likelihood of public concerns;  

• significance of adverse environmental effects; 

• how to prepare and use the CSPR (MCSR only); 

• a sample of the CSPR (MCSR only); 
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• Registry posting requirements; 

• review and amendment procedures; and 

• any other relevant matter. 
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3.4 Agency Review and Declaration of a Class Screening 
Report 

 
Review and 
declaration 
process 

This table describes the stages in the Agency’s review and declaration 
process. 
 

Stage Description 

1 The RA formally submits a draft model or replacement class 
screening report, in both official languages, to the Agency for 
review and declaration. 

2 The Agency reviews the submitted report to ensure that it: 

• complies with the requirements of the Act; 

• contains all appropriate information components; and 

• demonstrates the RA’s experience with projects within the 
proposed class. 

3 The Agency administers a 30-day public consultation period by: 

• posting a public notice on the Registry to seek comments 
from the public on the appropriateness of using the report; 
and 

• placing an electronic version of the draft class screening 
report on the Registry Internet site for public viewing in both 
official languages. 

4 The Agency: 

• reviews all comments received from the public; and  

• provides them to the RA for consideration and response. 

5 Once the Agency’s President is satisfied that the draft class 
screening report meets the requirements of the Act and adequately 
addresses any public comments, the Agency then:  

• declares the report a model or replacement class screening 
report under the Act and sets conditions on its use; 

• publishes a notice of declaration in the Canada Gazette; and 

• places the declaration notice and an electronic version of the 
declared class screening report on the Registry Internet site 
(or a description of how a copy of the report may be 
obtained).  
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3.5 Using Class Screening Reports 

 
Using reports This table describes what the RA does once the Agency declares a class 

screening report. 
 

When the Agency 
declares a… 

the responsible authority… 

replacement class 
screening report 
(RCSR) 

• determines whether a proposed project falls within 
the declared replacement class and verifies that 

 environmental and cumulative effects do not 
exceed any thresholds established in the RCSR, 
and 

 a follow-up program for projects falling within 
the RCSR is not required;  

• carries out the action (e.g., funding, permitting) that 
allows the project to proceed; and 

• ensures that standards and mitigation measures 
identified in the RCSR are implemented for the 
project. 

model class 
screening report 
(MCSR) 

• determines whether a proposed project falls within 
the declared model class; 

• completes a class screening project report (CSPR) for 
each proposed project, based on the form and process 
included in the MCSR;  

• consults with other interested federal authorities or 
jurisdictions — depending on the requirements set 
out in the MCSR — on the project before deciding 
whether to carry out an action that allows it to 
proceed; 

• carries out the action (e.g., funding, permitting) that 
allows the project to proceed; and 

• ensures that all design standards, mitigation measures 
and follow-up programs identified in the MCSR and 
CSPR are implemented for the project. 
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Preparing a 
class screening 
project report 
(CSPR) 

The CSPR provides any relevant additional site or project-specific 
information to supplement the information outlined in the MCSR.  
 
This could include project-specific requirements related to: 
• the environmental setting; 

• unanticipated environmental and cumulative effects and their 
significance; 

• additional mitigation measures; 

• consultation with other federal departments; or 

• a follow-up program. 

 
Reporting Responsible authorities are required by the Act to post a statement listing the 

projects assessed under either an MCSR or RCSR on the Registry Internet site 
every three months. 
 
The statement of projects assessed under a declared MCSR or RCSR during a 
three-month period should contain the following information: 
• the title of each project for which the class screening report was used; 

• the location of each project; 

• the date of the environmental assessment decision for each project; and 

• a contact name or number. 
 
The statement should be posted in accordance with the following schedule 
through the Registry: 
 

Date of posting For the period of 

July 15 April 1 to June 30 

October 15 July 1 to September 30 

January 15 October 1 to December 31 

April 15 January 1 to March 31  
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Class screening 
no longer 
appropriate 

When the Agency determines that a class screening report is no longer 
appropriate, to be used as a replacement or model in conducting screenings of 
other projects within the same class, it may declare the report not to be a class 
screening report. 
 
The Agency may make this determination based on factors, such as the report 
not being used as originally intended or the RA not adhering to the terms and 
conditions of the report’s declaration notice. The Agency notifies the RA of 
its decision to undeclare the class screening report, updates the status of the 
class screening report on the Registry and publishes a notice of its decision in 
the Canada Gazette. 
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4. Summary of Key Responsibilities for Class Screenings 

 
Summary of 
responsibilities 

The following table summarizes the key responsibilities related to the 
development and use of class screenings under the Act.  
 
Responsibilities are listed for the:  
• responsible authority, 

• federal authorities,  

• the Agency, and 

• The Agency’s President.  

 
Party Responsibilities 

Responsible 
Authority 

 Propose a class of projects for consideration in either a model 
class screening report (MCSR) or replacement class screening 
report (RCSR). 

 Develop the MCSR or RCSR, consulting the Agency, other 
federal authorities, other jurisdictions and the proponent, as 
appropriate, and submit the draft report to the Agency for 
review: 

 address any comments submitted on the report before its 
declaration by the Agency; and 

 comply with any conditions of declaration set by the 
President, as outlined in the public notice for declaration. 

 Determine applicability of the class screening declared by the 
Agency to each project within the designated class. 

 Complete class screening project reports (CSPR) for individual 
projects covered by an MCSR in accordance with the process 
outlined in the MCSR. 

 Ensure implementation of: 

 design standards and mitigation measures identified in the 
MCSR, CSPR or RCSR; 

 site-specific or project-specific design standards and 
mitigation measures for projects prescribed by a MCSR 
and CSPR; and 

 follow-up program and monitoring measures, as required 
for projects covered by the MCSR and outlined in the 
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Party Responsibilities 
CSPR. 

 Report every three months (at a minimum) on the use of the 
MCSR or RCSR on the Registry. 

Federal Authorities  Contribute to the development of the draft MCSR or RCSR, as 
appropriate. 

 Review CSPRs and provide comments, as necessary. 

Canadian 
Environmental 
Assessment Agency 

 

 Review proposals for class screenings and provide guidance on 
selecting the type of class screening report (model or 
replacement). 

 Provide advice to the RA as appropriate on the development of 
a class screening report. 

 Review the draft class screening report for compliance with the 
Act and the thoroughness of the environmental assessment 
process. 

 Administer a 30-day public consultation period and reviews all 
public comments received in coordination with the RA. 

 Administer the Agency’s declaration process. 

Agency’s President  Declare the report to be a Model or Replacement class screening 
report under the Act. 

 Administer the Agency’s authority to declare a class screening 
report no longer appropriate to be used as a replacement or 
model for conducting screenings of projects in the same class. 
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Annexes 

Annex A. Legislative Provisions for Class Screenings 

 
Legislative 
provisions 

As detailed in the following table, the Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Act establishes: 

 
Detail Act Reference 

Authority for the Agency to declare a report to be a 
class screening report. 

ss. 19(1) 

Two types of class screenings for development and use 
by RAs (model and replacement). 

ss. 19(2) 

Requirements for the review and declaration of model 
and replacement class screening reports by the Agency. 

ss. 19(3) and (4) 

Authority for RAs to use declared model and 
replacement class screening reports. 

ss. 19(5), (6) and (7) 

Authority for the Agency to declare that a report is not 
a class screening report if it is no longer appropriate. 

ss. 19(8) 

Publication requirements for Agency declarations that a 
report is no longer appropriate to be used as a class 
screening report. 

ss. 19(9) 

Obligations for RAs to report on the use of declared 
class screening reports, through the Registry.  

para. 55.1(2)(d) 
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Annex B. Class Screenings Criteria 

  
Agency 
Assistance 

The Agency will work with responsible authorities to apply the class 
screening criteria to proposed classes of projects. 

 

Criteria Description 

Well-defined class of 
projects 

For the proposed class screening, the RA should describe and 
provide a rationale for a clear, well-defined class of projects. In 
general, projects within the class may share any or all of the 
following: 

• common characteristics, such as:  

 project type, 

 geographical location, 

 proponent, 

 time frames and/or  

 environmental effects.  

• common activities, such as:  

 similar construction, 

 operation, 

 modification and/or  

 decommissioning activities. 

Well-understood 
environmental setting 

For the proposed class screening, the RA should demonstrate that 
the typical environmental setting(s) in which the proposed class of 
projects are usually located is (are) known and well understood in 
terms of valued ecosystem components and the interactions 
between the project and environment. 
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Criteria Description 

Unlikely to cause 
significant adverse 
environmental effects, 
taking into account 
design standards and 
mitigation measures 

  

For the proposed class screening, the RA should demonstrate that 
the projects covered by the class are unlikely to cause significant 
adverse environmental effects, taking into account design standards 
and mitigation measures. The emphasis should be on the familiarity 
with the class of projects and an understanding of, and an ability to 
predict, the effects.  

For example, this experience with the class of projects could have 
been gained through:  

• previous screenings under the Act; and  

• assessments conducted under other regulatory or legislative 
processes that demonstrate that projects proposed to be 
covered by the class screening report are unlikely to cause 
significant adverse environmental effects.  

To support the conclusion, the proposal for the class screening 
should demonstrate that, based on past experience with this class of 
projects: 

• environmental effects likely to result from projects covered by 
the class are known, predictable and unlikely to be significant; 

• design standards and mitigation measures (beyond standard 
practices and codes that can be considered built into the 
project) to be applied to potential environmental effects are 
known and have been proven successful; 

• any site-specific variations in environmental effects or 
mitigation measures are well understood; and 

• projects covered by the class are unlikely to cause significant 
cumulative environmental effects. 
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Criteria Description 

Requirement for a 
follow-up program 

For the proposed class screening, the RA should demonstrate 
whether the projects covered by the class require a project-specific, 
follow-up program.  

A replacement class screening report (RCSR) should demonstrate 
that projects covered by the class do not require a project-specific, 
follow-up program. The need for a project-specific, follow-up 
program implies that there are predictions to verify and 
environmental effects to be monitored, neither of which, by 
definition, should be relevant to a class of projects covered by an 
RCSR. 

A model class screening report (MCSR) should outline the general 
requirements for follow-up programs, if necessary. Specific details 
should be provided in the class screening project report (CSPR). 

Effective and efficient 
planning and decision-
making process 

  

For the proposed class screening, the RA should demonstrate that 
projects covered by the class are subject to a planning and decision-
making process that is clear, effective and efficient.  

For example, coordination may be a concern in the case of multiple 
RAs or the need to involve another jurisdiction in the class 
screening. Multiple RAs or jurisdictions are not, by themselves, 
factors that automatically exclude a project from consideration for 
the class screening process. Rather, the federal authority or 
proponent initiating the class screening should demonstrate that 
these factors have been addressed and do not pose a concern. 

Public concerns unlikely For the proposed class screening, the RA should demonstrate that 
projects covered by the class are unlikely to result in public 
concerns with respect to potential environmental effects.  

The types of projects covered by a class screening should be 
familiar to the RA; therefore, the RA should be able to demonstrate 
that, based on experience, these types of projects are not known to 
raise public concerns with respect to potential environmental 
effects. 
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Annex C. Determining the Type of Class Screening: 
Examples 

 
Example Project Classes  

Criteria 
Model 

Environment Canada installs, 
maintains, decommissions and cleans 
up hydrometric stations in Ontario. 

Replacement 
Parks Canada issues business 
licences for special events held in 
the Halifax Defence Complex at 
five national historic sites around 
Halifax. 

Well-defined class of 
projects 

• Common activities. • Five common sites. 

• Common activities. 
Well-understood 
environmental setting 

• While site-specific details are 
initially unknown, hydrometric 
stations are located along lakes, 
rivers and streams on flat areas 
or tablelands above the stream 
bank. 

• Site-specific information will be 
provided in the class screening 
project report. 

• Parks Canada is responsible 
for land management on the 
sites and is very familiar with 
each site’s environmental 
setting. 

• Site-specific ecological 
inventory reports are available. 

Unlikely to cause 
significant adverse 
environmental effects, 
taking into account design 
standards and mitigation 
measures 

• Environment Canada has 
extensive experience with the 
installation, maintenance, 
decommissioning and clean-up 
of hydrometric stations and has 
developed standard mitigation 
measures to avoid causing any 
significant adverse 
environmental effects. 

• Any variability in interactions 
between projects and 
environment will be addressed in 
the CSPR. 

• Based on experience with 
special events at the five 
National Historic Sites 
comprising the Halifax 
Defence Complex, Parks 
Canada is confident that no 
significant adverse 
environmental effects are 
likely to occur. Potential minor 
effects in the past have been 
successfully mitigated. 

• No variability in interactions 
between projects and 
environment. 

Requirement for a follow-
up program 

• The CSPR provides a 
mechanism for its users to 
consider the need to conduct a 
project-specific, follow-up 
program and report the results. 

• No follow-up program is 
required as no variations in the 
predictions of effects or the 
effectiveness of mitigation are 
expected to occur.  
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Example Project Classes  
Criteria 

Model 
Environment Canada installs, 
maintains, decommissions and cleans 
up hydrometric stations in Ontario. 

Replacement 
Parks Canada issues business 
licences for special events held in 
the Halifax Defence Complex at 
five national historic sites around 
Halifax. 

Effective and efficient 
planning and decision-
making process 

• Environmental assessment 
decision making on the likely 
significance of adverse 
environmental effects is usually 
limited to two RAs. The 
decision-making process is 
clearly outlined in the MCSR. 

• Parks Canada is usually the 
only RA to make an 
environmental assessment 
decision on the significance of 
environmental effects. 

Public concerns unlikely • Environment Canada has 
assessed similar projects over 
several decades with little or no 
public concern. 

• Similar projects conducted 
over the past 50 years have not 
caused any major public 
concern. 

 


