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Celebrating 40 years of 
Environmental Leadership
In 2011, Environment Canada celebrates its 40th anniversary. 
Although it is still young, the Department has flourished, had 
major turning points and was at the public forefront in several 
international issues.

A science-based department known the world over for the 
calibre of its researchers, and several times recognized for the 
quality of its work, the Department is an indispensable tool for the Government of 
Canada in effective environmental policy development, environmental and wildlife 
protection and conservation, and weather services.

At the forefront, Canada is the second country to have such a department; France 
was the first. Having a mandate to preserve the environment for the benefit of future 
generations is a consequence-laden task. There are very few organizations that 
have an impact on people’s daily lives and a definite impact on the planet’s future. 
Also, the weather is everywhere, whether for planning vacations, preparing children 
for school, guarding against severe conditions, getting around safely or supporting 
the international community in major issues such as acid rain or climate change. 
The Canadian Meteorological Service, the oldest service in the Department, has 
been around since 1871 and is celebrating its 140th anniversary at the same time. 
Another Department branch also predates the creation of Environment Canada; the 
Canadian Wildlife Service was established in 1947.

Telling about Environment Canada in the Quebec region is certainly retracing the 
story of men and women who have contributed to shaping the Department today. Of 
course, hundreds of pages would be necessary to tell all, but these people will be 
recognized in the series of events described in this brochure. 

Philippe Morel
Regional Director General – Quebec Region
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The adventure begins
Environment Canada was created by the Government Organization Act in 1970.  On 
June 11, 1971, through Royal assent, the new department was vested with several 
duties previously assigned to several federal departments and grouped under fi ve 
services: environmental protection, fi sheries, land inventory, forests and wildlife and 
water management and meteorology. 

In 1979, following a revision of 
the Government Organization 
Act, the Minister was assigned 
major horizontal responsibilities 
and had to make sure that 
decisions affecting the natural 
environment were based on the 
best knowledge possible. These 
new responsibilities bestowed 
Ministry of State duties 
upon the Minister and the 
Department. The Department’s 
role becomes essential in 
all matters regarding the 
environment.

Structural changes were to be 
expected; the Fisheries and 
Marine Service became the 
new Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans and Parks Canada 
became part of Environment 
Canada.

Parks Canada
Parks Canada offi cially became part of Environment 
Canada in 1979. It would remain so until 1994 
before becoming the Parks Canada Agency under 
the authority of the Minister of Canadian Heritage 
and now the Minister of Environment. Two national 
parks were opened during this period: the Mingan 
Archipelago National Park Reserve of Canada (in 
the Basse-Côte-Nord region) in 1984, and the 
Saguenay–St. Lawrence Marine Park in 1998. 
Another major celebration this year: the 100th 
anniversary of Parks Canada. 

The mouth of the Saguenay 
River: Saguenay–St. Lawrence 
Marine Park.

Monoliths: Mingan Archipelago 
National Park of Canada.
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The 1970s
The 1970s were marked by the full-scale development of atmospheric sciences and 
the Atmospheric Environment Service.

On the heels of these 
changes, there was the 
launch of Weatheradio, 
which provides weather 
information in real time 
across almost all of Canada’s 
inhabited territory; the 
adoption of the metric 
system for weather forecasts, 
the use of French as 
the working language in 
Quebec, the development 
and setup of automatic 
weather stations (MARS), not 
to mention the creation of 
the Canadian Meteorological 
Centre (CMC), which became 
part of Environment Canada 
when the Department was 
created in 1971. The centre is 
in the municipality of Dorval on 
the island of Montréal. 

TeraFLOPS: Do they ring a bell?
FLOPS stands for Floating point operations per second. In everyday language, these 
are computers capable of exceeding a trillion operations per second. The Canadian 
Meteorological Centre (CMC) has an IBM P690 supercomputer that can perform 
30 trillion operations per second, or 30 teraFLOPS. This type of powerful computing 
is necessary to produce the high-resolution digital models used by forecasters.  
The CMC began operations in the early 1970s and has quickly set itself apart 
internationally because of the work of Dr. André Robert.

In its early days, the CMC had an IBM 360 computer, which gave way to two Control 
Data units. In 1984, a CRAY IS computer arrived. It was the fi rst supercomputer in 
operation in Canada. Its powerful computing marked the advent of digital forecast 
models that forecasters could use and which proved helpful. In 1992, the CRAY IS 
was replaced by NEC-SX units, which gave way to the IBM P5 in 2004. Its power has 
been increased over the past few years.

The Canadian Meteorological Centre (CMC), created in the 1950s, 
provides forecast guidance to Environment Canada’s network of 
weather and climate prediction centres. It also conducts various 
operations for many weather, climate and air quality programs 
and provides expertise during environmental emergencies. 

The CMC is the home of the IBM supercomputer, which has 
contributed to improved forecasts through its powerful computing 
power.
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The construction of the cap Tourmente National Wildlife Area interpretation 
centre was completed in 1972. In 1981, the Area became the fi rst protected 
site in Canada (and in North America) to receive Ramsar site status for wise and 
sustainable conservation and use of its wetlands. This convention for conservation 
and sustainable use of wetlands was adopted in Ramsar, Iran on February 2, 1971.

In 1973, the St. Lawrence Study Committee was formed in the wake of a federal-
provincial agreement. This committee made several recommendations, in particular 
regarding municipal and industrial pollution control issues, contaminated sediment 
dredging, shoreline development and protection, and resource conservation. This 
requirement to coordinate interventions on the river constituted the fi rst step that 
led to the creation of the St, Lawrence Action Plan a few years later. This would 
have a determining impact on the health of the St. Lawrence River.

Two major environmental protection laws were passed in 1975: the Environmental 
Contamination Act and the Ocean Dumping Control Act.

In 1976, a federal-provincial program began at the Environment Protection Service: 
gathering data on industrial waste. A list of 70 plants that had an impact on the 
river was then added, bringing to 115 the number of case studies conducted by 
the Quebec regional offi ce. These factors would serve as the foundation for future 
negotiations between governments and the business sector.

January 1, 1977 marked a historic moment for commercial fi shing in Canada: 
Federal jurisdiction was extended to 200 miles off Canadian coastlines; this had 
several repercussions for the Fisheries and Marine Service and Canadian fi shers 
alike; the fi shers now had access to new resources.

Images of the cap Tourmente 
National Wildlife Area.
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The 1980s
If the 1970s were marked by expansion of the atmospheric sciences and 
meteorology, the 1980s were the water decade; they were marked by the acid 
rain issue and by the creation of the St. Lawrence Action Plan near the end of the 
decade.

The early 1980s were marked by the acid rain issue. Several air pollution and long-
range transport of air pollution (LRTAP) agreements were signed on both sides of the 
border. A study of 4,807 lakes that was conducted by the Environment Protection 
Service revealed that 225 were acidifi ed and that 2,655, many of them in Quebec, 
were sensitive to acid precipitation. A few years later, on March 31, 1991, Canada 
and the United States signed an agreement to deal with transboundary air pollution 
problems. The Canada-Wide Acid Rain Strategy for Post-2000 was then developed 
with the provinces and fi nalized in 1998.

More than 40 monitoring stations were then set up in the southern part of the 
province to measure precipitation acidity. Lac Lafl amme in Parc des Laurentides 
became an open-air laboratory where government and university research teams in 
turn studied the lake acidifi cation process. 

The Canadian Forest Service contributed $150 million to the joint purchase, with the 
provinces, of 29 CL-215 water bombers from Canadair, a well-established Montréal 
company.

During that decade astronaut Marc Garneau fl ew on board the Challenger space 
shuttle with a heliophotometer, an instrument designed by the Atmospheric 
Environment Service, in order to measure various elements related to the ozone layer.

Schools of thought
Few government departments and agencies have as close a relationship with the 
public as Environment Canada does. The environmental concept has greatly evolved 
over the decades and how the Department manages the environment has followed 
the same trend. Looking at the last decade, there were three schools of thought. 
The fi rst stressed the direct impact of pollution and ways of fi ghting this problem; 
the second defi ned pollution as a misuse of resources.  The third was a logical 
continuation of the fi rst two and acknowledged that our very existence depended on 
our ability to live in harmony with our environment and that we had to go from being 
a society that consumes to one that conserves. This attitude continues to have an 
impact on our actions today.



Weather catastrophes in Quebec
One part of the Atmospheric Environment Service’s mandate is to ensure that 
people’s health and property are protected. Over the years, meteorologists have 
developed and refi ned their techniques for detecting severe and hazardous 
weather. Dissemination methods have greatly improved and meteorologists now 
resort to all resources provided by new mass dissemination technologies. In 
addition, close ties have been forged with emergency measures and emergency 
preparedness organizations. 

Tornadoes are extreme weather events as much through their destructive potential 
as through their brief existence, which makes them very diffi cult to predict. They 
are measured on the Fujita scale from F0 to F5. There are no known cases of 
F4s or F5s in the Quebec region. Over the past 25 years, four F3s have left their 
mark: in Saint-Sylvère (1985), Lac Gareau (1986), Maskinongé (1991) and Aylmer 
(1994).

From July 19 to 21, 1996, 290 mm of rain fell, causing the greatest fl ood of 
the century in Canada. This was the Saguenay fl ood, when a volume of water 
equivalent to a two-month water fl ow from Niagara Falls fl ooded the region and left 
behind damage estimated at more than $1.5 billion. Unfortunately, 10 people lost 
their lives and 15,825 had to evacuate their homes.

The year 1998 began on a very bad note when the worst ice storm of all time hit 
Quebec and, to a lesser extent, Ontario and New Brunswick. The storm took 35 
lives, felled millions of trees, 1,000 transmission towers, 30,000 utility poles and 
enough wires and cables to encircle the planet three times. Close to fi ve million 
people were affected, which is by far the greatest number affected by a weather 
event in Canada. The storm caused more than $5 billion in damage, another 
Canadian record. Atmospheric Environment Service staff were frequently called 
upon throughout the event. The chief meteorologist appeared on television daily 
with Quebec Premier Lucien Bouchard and the president of 
Hydro-Québec until the end of the event.

Towers destroyed by the weight of the ice.

New delta that appeared in the Ha! Ha! 
River a few days after torrential rains in 
August 1996. 

�
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The 1980s

In October 1984, major 
cutbacks were announced, 
particularly affecting the 
national wildlife reserves 
and especially the 
interpretation program. 

The year 1984 also 
marked the return of the 
Tall Ships. These world-
famous vessels are the 
pride of the countries 
that they represent and 
came to Gaspé for the 
fi rst time before making a 
conspicuous entrance into 
Québec City a few days 
later. For the occasion, 
an operational weather 
forecasting offi ce was set up on the site of the Vieux-Port de Québec [old port of 
Québec]; sixteen weather stations were added and a consulting service was provided 
to participants and boaters.

Canada and the United States fi nalized the North American Waterfowl Management 
Plan. Its main focus is on maintaining and restoring waterfowl on the continent. 
Several duck population studies were conducted by the Canadian Wildlife Service 
and 700 volunteers participated in the development of the Quebec Breeding Bird 
Atlas through their observations in the fi eld.

Ozone measurement: 
the meeting of two eras.
A Féry spectrograph used in the 1930s.
A Dobson  spectrophotometer

April 26, 1986: Occurrence of an unthinkable event
April 26, 1986 is a date that history will never forget. Following a series of human 
errors, one of the reactors at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant in the Soviet 
Union exploded, releasing a very large amount of toxic radioactive material into 
the atmosphere. A Canadian Meteorological Centre researcher who developed an 
acid rain model thought that it could be used to predict the spread of radioactive 
material released from Chernobyl. This researcher’s model was presented to 
National Weather Service experts, who did not take it seriously and thought that 
such a prediction was impossible. An American general still decided to send a plane 
to conduct a verifi cation, which detected radioactivity off the California coast as the 
model had predicted.

The Chernobyl disaster had two major effects on the CMC: immediate international 
recognition and the start of the diversifi cation of its programs.

�

�



In September 1987, more than 40 countries signed a historic agreement in Montréal 
to protect the stratospheric ozone layer. This agreement, known as the Montréal 
Protocol, led to the elimination of some substances responsible for depleting this 
layer. It proved that international cooperation is possible and can lead to probative 
outcomes. At the time, it was believed that this agreement would fully restore the 
ozone layer within 50 years.

The Environment Minister publicly identifi ed the top fi ve companies that pollute the 
St. Lawrence. Tioxide Canada was fi ned $3 million in 1992. The Canadian Wildlife 
Service suggested using part of this amount to create the Fish Habitat Restoration 
Program. An amount of $1 million was therefore made available to various partners 
for fi ve years in order to protect, restore and develop habitats between Lac Saint-
François and Lac Saint-Pierre. 

Major environmental tragedies
The mission of the Environmental Emergencies Program is to reduce the frequency 
and consequences of environmental emergencies involving the unplanned, 
uncontrolled or accidental release of hazardous substances. 

The Irving Whale sank in the Gulf of St. Lawrence on September 7, 1970. Oil 
escaping from its tanks created a slick estimated at more than 400 square 
kilometres. The shorelines of the Magdalen Islands were affected and contaminated 
sand was buried in the islands’ dunes. These sandbags continued to make the news 
for several decades. The fi rst attempt to salvage the vessel in 1995 was aborted after 
the discovery of seven tons of highly carcinogenic polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) 
in its cargo holds. The PCBs leaked into the environment, resulting in the largest spill 
of these products in Canada. The second attempt to salvage the vessel in July 1996 
was successful. The operation cost $42 million.

On May 8, 1988, the Czantoria, a 100,000-ton oil tanker, 
collided with the Ultramar dock in Saint-Romuald and spilled 
400 tonnes of light crude 
that contaminated 70 km 
of shorelines and resulted 
in more than $2 million in 
cleanup costs. 

We cannot ignore the fi re 
in Saint-Basile-le-Grand, 
which happened on August 
23, 1988. This fi re in a PCB 
warehouse forced more than 
2,000 people to evacuate.

Images of the refl oating of the barge 
Irving Whale.
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The 1980s

Sadly the little town of 
Saint-Amable made 
headlines when the largest 
used tire depot in Quebec 
went up in fl ames on May 
16, 1990. For several 
days, nearly 4 million 
tires burned, releasing an 
immense cloud of black 
smoke that could be seen 
several dozen kilometres 
away.

Two railroad accidents 
caused major spills into 
the environment. The fi rst 
occurred in Hervey Junction 
on January 21, 1995, when 
28 railway tanks derailed, releasing more than 255,000 gallons of concentrated 
sulphuric acid. Most of it ended up in Masketsi Lake and the Tawachiche River. The 
second derailment happened near the village of Saint-Paulin in Mauricie on June 4, 
2006. Over 200,000 litres of petroleum products fl owed out of four railway tanks. 
Half of it contaminated the Du Loup River. Fortunately, only a small quantity of 
hydrocarbons reached Lake Saint-Pierre.                                            

Aerial views of the PCB warehouse in 
Saint-Basile-le-Grand.

Derailment, Saint-Paulin – Charrette in Mauricie.
The Du Loup River, contaminated by the spill. 
Derailed railway tanks.
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The 1980s

On October 22, 1987, Prince Philip visited the cap Tourmente National Wildlife Area 
where he unveiled a plaque commemorating the fact that cap Tourmente was the fi rst 
North American site recognized under the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands. In 1987, 
two other national wildlife reserves were added to the list of Canadian sites protected 
under this international convention: Baie de l’Isle-Verte and Lac Saint-François.

In 1987, the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA) was tabled in 
Parliament. It would consolidate the Minister’s powers under the Fisheries 
Act, the Canada Water Act and the Clean Air Act, the 
Department’s most important legislative measures up 
until that time. A new and stronger CEPA came into force 
in 2000. It provided tools for controlling toxic substances 
and granted both employees 
and citizens additional powers 
to make sure that the Act was 
implemented.

Created as part of Phase I of the St. Lawrence 
Action Plan in 1988, the St. Lawrence Centre 
specializes in studies and research and monitoring 
programs aimed at understanding how aquatic 
ecosystems function. It therefore contributes to 
continuously updating knowledge about the St. 
Lawrence River. 

The St. Lawrence Centre Documentation Centre 
holds over 9,000 documents dealing specifi cally 
with the St. Lawrence River and the Great Lakes.

The Canadian Wildlife 
Service created the 
Environment Canada Library 
in the early 1970s. Two other 
documentation centres opened 
their doors in Montréal: the fi rst, 
in 1988, at the St. Lawrence 
Centre and the second, in 
1995, at the Biosphère. 
Scientifi c works were kept at 
the St. Lawrence Centre while 
educational works were kept 
at the Biosphère. In 2009, the 
two collections were combined 
on the premises of Montréal’s St. 
Lawrence Centre. 

June 3, 1988 is an important 
date for the intergovernmental 
collaboration on the St. Lawrence 
River. A protocol for collaboration 
was signed and it led, one year 
later, to the launch of the fi rst 
Canada–Quebec Agreement on 
the St. Lawrence, later known as 
the St. Lawrence Action Plan.

9



The 1990s
The St. Lawrence Action Plan had its fi rst successes and became a fl agship program 
for Environment Canada in Quebec. 

St. Lawrence Action Plan
In 1988, EC announced a federal investment of $110 million over fi ve years in the 
St. Lawrence Action Plan. The number of employees in the region rose from about 
150 to over 600 (in addition to CMC employees). This resulted in the establishment 
of several regional teams, which required increased activity coordination and 
integration. 

The St. Lawrence Action Plan had four major phases. This fi rst was designed to 
reduce toxins in the river, what is referred to as the detoxifi cation of the St. Lawrence. 
The 50 factories releasing the most pollutants into the river were the targets of this 
phase. In 1988, the St. Lawrence Centre, dedicated to the science of river ecology, 
was created in Montréal. 

The second phase (1993 to 1998), also known as St. Lawrence Vision 2000 
(SLV2000) focused on habitat conservation and aimed to offset the population’s 
lack of involvement. The creation of Areas of Prime Concern (zones d’interventions 
prioritaires) and the ZIP program allowed citizens to participate in local decisions. 

The third phase (1998 to 2003) focused on sustainable 
development, giving citizens the tools and incentives they needed 
to become involved in river protection and improvement. Known 
as the St. Lawrence Plan, the fourth phase (2005 to 2010) 
consolidated the actions and focused on the integrated river 
management project, enabling the two government partners to 
share their expertise and their means of action.

Some plants targeted by the St. Lawrence action 
Plan in the usual order, the Daishowa plant in 
Quebec City, Stone Consolidated plant in Trois-
Rivières and the SECAL plant in Shawinigan.

On June 8, 1989, provincial Minister 
Lise Bacon and Environment 
Minister Lucien Bouchard sign 
the harmonization agreement.

On June 3, 1988, minister Thomas 
McMillan, and provincial ministers 
Clifford Lincoln and Yvon Picotte 
sign the agreement to establish 
the St. Lawrence Action Plan.

�

�
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To mark the City of Montréal’s 350th birthday in 1992, the Government of Canada 
decided to transform the Biosphère into a Great Lakes–St. Lawrence interpretation 
centre. Environment Canada and the City of Montréal signed a $17.5 million 
agreement to develop the Biosphère (formerly the U.S. pavilion at Expo 67) in a 
location that would be dedicated to water improvement, observation, ecoaction 
and research. The Biosphère, Canada’s fi rst museum focusing on water, was 
offi cially inaugurated on June 5, 1995. In 2007, the Biosphère took a new direction, 
becoming the fi rst museum to focus on the environment. Its regional mandate grew 
to encompass the rest of Canada in order to support the Department’s activities 
through education and commitment.

Since its opening in 1995, Environment Canada’s 
Biosphère, Canada’s fi rst environment museum, has 
been a showcase for environmental education. 

It is the ideal venue for better understanding of major 
environmental issues related to water, air, climate 
change, sustainable development and responsible 
consumption.

In December 1990, Canada’s 
Green Plan was launched in 
Montréal. Over 40 federal 
departments and agencies have 
subscribed to this $3 billion 
initiative. Canada’s Green Plan 
issued standards, policies and 
new programs to decontaminate, 
protect and improve the air, 
water and soil and to preserve 
renewable resources, the 
Arctic, parks and wildlife. These 
provisions were designed to 
reduce Canada’s production 
of waste and its energy 
consumption.

The fi rst two phases of the 
St. Lawrence Plan were 
important for the Canadian 
Wildlife Service (CWS): over 
12,000 acres of natural territory 
from Lake Saint-François to the 
Magdalen Islands were protected 
thanks to the concerted efforts 
of the CWS and its federal and 
provincial partners.

In the early 1990s, the zebra 
mussel appeared in Quebec’s 
section of the St. Lawrence River. 
Environment Canada scientists 
became increasingly concerned 
about invasive species. An 
estimated 85 non-indigenous 
aquatic species had already been 
found in the St. Lawrence River. 
Nearly 60% of them belonged to 

The 1990s
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the plant kingdom while 40% were from the fi sh and invertebrate groups. St. Lawrence 
Centre and Canadian Wildlife Service researchers closely monitored the situation and 
assessed treatment methods to better control the propagation of these species in the 
river.

Start of the Environmental Partners Fund: allocated a budget of $50 million, this 
fi ve-year program supported environmental projects for 50% of their total cost with a 
maximum limit of $200,000. This program helped bring several projects to fruition, 
projects that never would have been completed without this kind of funding. This was 
another example illustrating the department’s desire to encourage the population to 
contribute to the attainment of sustainable development goals. This program was the 
forerunner of the program known today as EcoAction.

In 1992, Canada became the fi rst country to broadcast daily UV index data 
nationwide. Since then, some 30 countries offer that service.

The Atmospheric Environment Service began producing documentaries, several 
of which won industry awards and recognition. Presented in February 1992 at the 
Montreal Boat and Water Sports Show, the documentary entitled “Secrets of the 
Saint-Lawrence” was declared the event of the 1992 show. The documentary about 
the Canadian Meteorological Centre entitled “Dawn of the 21st century” won the 
Corpovision 93 fi rst prize in the science, technology and innovation category.

The Quebec region was entrusted with a pilot project for the regional integration of 
management activities and structures. The project was a success and in 1993, it was 
extended to include the entire department. This integration gave the Quebec region 
all the latitude it needed to optimize its actions and results, particularly during the 
planning of resources allocated to the phases of the St. Lawrence Action Plan.

In June 1992, the Environmental Citizenship national initiative was launched. 
Allocated a $60 million budgetary envelope, this project yielded good results in 
Quebec. Numerous radio stations agreed to broadcast recorded capsules on a daily 
basis and the population greatly appreciated them. The segments provided simple 

advice on daily life and suggested tips for saving energy, 
recycling and adopting an environmentally responsible attitude.

Air quality was one of the 
population’s major concerns. 
In 1994, the Atmospheric 
Environment Service, the 
Ministère du Développement 
durable, de l’Environnement et 
des Parcs [Quebec department 
of sustainable development, 
environment and parks], the 
Ministère de la Santé et des 
services sociaux [Quebec 
department of health and social 
services] and its regional public 
health branches as well as the 
City of Montréal joined together 

Smog episodes….
    Winter smog. 
    Summer smog.

�
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to launch the Info-Smog 
Program. Originally created for 
the greater Montréal region, 
this program now serves 
95% of southern Quebec’s 
population, providing a daily 
service of air quality forecasts 
and smog warnings when 
necessary. 

In 1993, the government 
began a large-scale program 
review. This had a major 
impact on the integration 
project and particularly on 
the Atmospheric Environment 
Service, which had to close 
11 weather offi ces in Quebec. 
They were replaced by three 
regional centres of expertise, 
the Weather and Environmental 
Services offi ces in Montréal, 
Québec City and Rimouski.

In 1992, Environment Canada presented its new Canadian Environmental  
Assessment Act, which  was designed to assure project review, minimize the 
projects’ impact on the environment and promote sustainable development.  The Act 
was ratifi ed on June 23, 1992 and came into force in 1995.

The Canadian Wildlife Service was the primary instigator of the Quebec Breeding 
Bird Atlas, an essential reference work for ornithologists that has sold 
well in bookstores. Six years of inventories (1984 to 1989) and 1,000 
volunteers dedicated more than 67,500 hours of work in the fi eld to 
complete this impressive work. A second atlas covering the period 
between 2010 and 2014 is currently being compiled.

In 1997, the National Radar Project was initiated. Doppler weather 
radar sites were installed and old facilities were converted, requiring 
the investment of almost $40 million. In six years, 90% of the country’s 
population was covered. In Quebec, these radar facilities were located 
in Landrienne in Abitibi, Val d’Irène in Gaspésie, Lac Castor in Saguenay, 
Villeroy near Québec City and Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue in Montréal.

In December 1997, Canada and 160 other countries met in Japan 
around the Kyoto Protocol, which set targets for reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and defi ned the options available to the countries to 
attain these goals. 

Top: Radar at Landrienne in Abitibi

Centre: Radar covered with snow and 
ice, Val d’Irène in Gaspésie. 

Bottom: McGill University radar in 
Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue (Montréal).     

The 1990s
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The 2000s
Climate change is the most signifi cant environmental issue the planet has ever 
faced. Environment Canada and Natural Resources Canada are responsible for 
managing this high-priority fi le.

Reaching the year 2000 
aroused fears at Environment 
Canada as it did elsewhere 
around the world, since the 
Y2K bug threatened the 
operations of all computers 
and computer systems.  
Preparations for combating 
this threat required 
thousands of hours of work 
and monopolized a number of 
employees. 

The Canadian Meteorological 
Aviation Centre – East 
(CMAC-E) was created as 
part of the Meteorological 
Service of Canada (MSC) 
in fall 2003, and is located 
in the offi ces of the Storm 
Prediction Centre (SPC) in 
Montréal. All the meteorological forecasts and products for aviation are the work of 
45 forecasters, members of a team that provides round-the-clock service. There are 
two meterological aviation centres in Canada: one is in Edmonton and the other is 
in Montréal. The Montréal centre is responsible for covering Ontario, Quebec, the 
Atlantic provinces and part of the North Atlantic. Funding to operate the CMAC-E is 
provided by NAV CANADA.

A meteorological aviation forecaster at one of the six 
workstations at the Canadian Meteorological Aviation 
Centre – East (CMAC-E) in Montréal.

The Internationalization of Environmental Issues
In 2005, two major climate change events took place in Montréal: the entry into force of 
the Kyoto Protocol and the COP-11 international climate change conference, commonly 
known as the 2005 Montréal Conference.

Russia’s compliance led to the coming into force of the Kyoto Protocol in February 
2005. Canada took part in a large-scale ceremony that brought several countries 
together through a live link with Kyoto, Japan. The ceremony was held in the main hall of 
Montréal’s city hall.

The 2005 Montréal Conference was a historic event since it coincided with the Kyoto 
Protocol’s coming into force. More than 40 important decisions were adopted to 
reinforce international efforts to fi ght climate change. Over 10,000 participants attended 
the conference.



In 2005, Canada also 
launched “Project Green”, a 
program to signifi cantly reduce 
air pollution caused by rail 
and off-road transportation 
with a view to a sustainable, 
competitive economy. The 
Canadian government’s 
contribution to this project, 
valued at $1 billion for the 
country over fi ve years, 
will come from the Green 
Infrastructure Fund. This fund 
was designed to support the 
production and transportation 
of sustainable energy, 
wastewater treatment and 
solid waste management on a 
municipal level. 

In 2005, Environment Canada 
established the Enforcement 
Branch, combining all 
enforcement units throughout 
the Department. Announced 
in December 2010, the 
Environmental Enforcement 
Bill takes measures against polluters, poachers and smugglers of wild species 
through higher fi nes and new enforcement tools. It is probably the most 
important bill recently adopted. Since the Species at Risk Act (SARA) came into 
effect in 2004, several wild species have been fully protected, particularly birds, 
fi sh, mammals, amphibians, reptiles, insects and plants.

On April 26, 2007, the government released “Turning the Corner”, its action 
plan to reduce greenhouse gases and air pollution. Extensive consultations with 
several stakeholders, including industry and environmental groups, provided 
the elements necessary to measures that the Canadian government is currently 
adopting in its struggle against climate change.

Under the guidance of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), 
a large-scale project called “Climate Change Adaptation Capacity Support” 
was created for the Sahel. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) recognized the Sahel as one of the regions most vulnerable to climate 
change. A scientifi c collaboration agreement was signed with Environment 
Canada (Meteorological Service of Canada, Quebec region) and its mission was 
supported by the Université du Québec à Montréal. The goal was to help the 
Comité permanent Inter-États de la Lutte contre la Sécheresse au Sahel (CILSS) 
[permanent inter-country committee to fi ght dryness in the Sahel] improve its 
own ability, as well as that of its member countries and populations, to deal 

Joint press conference, Canada – United 
States (Canada’s Wildlife Enforcement 
Division and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service) concerning the important 
seizure of a cargo of conch, an 
internationally protected species.

The 2000s
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with the devastating effects 
of climate change.

In 2008, the successful 
decontamination of the Port 
of Montréal’s sector 103 
was celebrated. One of the 
most polluted sites on the St. 
Lawrence River was more than 
98% restored. The operation’s 
costs were fully and voluntarily 
assumed by three industries 
and the Montréal Port 
Corporation. The project was 
carried out in a transparent 
fashion with the participation 
of groups coordinated by the 
Jacques-Cartier ZIP committee. 
It successfully erased the evidence left by 50 years (1920 to 1970) of untreated 
industrial and municipal waste in a section of the river at Montréal.

Above all else, the history of Environment Canada in Quebec entails the involvement 
of individuals, their professionalism and their sense of duty. These are people with 
great heart and a passion not only for their professional duties but also for other 
important activities such as the Government of Canada Workplace Charitable 
Campaign, which surpasses its fi xed goals year after year, despite the diffi cult 
economic situation. Related activities should also be mentioned, including among 
others, regular participation in the World Scout Jamboree, the distribution of young 
tree shoots, beachsweeps, in-school conferences … the list is long! 

What we remember of our history is that our employees have always contributed 
signifi cantly to the Department’s mandate and that this mandate has adapted 
to constantly changing priorities and contexts. Environment Canada: 40 years of 
success and concrete results for our environment.

The 2000s

Aerial view of Sector 103 in Montreal East.



Environment Ministers

Period Minister Region 
1971 - 1974 Honorable John Davis Colombie-Britannique
1974 - 1975 Honorable Jeanne Sauvé Québec
1975 - 1976 Honorable Roméo LeBlanc Nouveau-Brunswick
1976 Honorable Jean Marchand Québec
1976 - 1979 Honorable Roméo LeBlanc Nouveau-Brunswick
1979 Honorable Len Marchand Colombie-Britannique 
1979 – 1980 Honorable John Allen Fraser Colombie-Britannique 
1980 – 1983 Honorable John Roberts Ontario
1983 – 1984 Honorable Charles L. Caccia Ontario
1984 – 1985 Honorable Suzanne Blais-Grenier Québec
1985 – 1988 Honorable Thomas Michael McMillan Île-du-Prince-Édouard
1988 – 1990 Honorable Lucien Bouchard Québec
1990 Honorable Frank Oberle Colombie-Britannique
1990 – 1991 Honorable Robert René de Cotret Québec
1991 – 1993 Honorable Jean J. Charest Québec
1993 Honorable Pierre H. Vincent Québec
1993 – 1996 Honorable Sheila Copps Ontario
1996 – 1997 Honorable Sergio Marchi Ontario
1997 – 1999 Honorable Christine Stewart Ontario
1999 – 2004 Honorable David Anderson Colombie-Britannique
2004 – 2006 Honorable Stéphane Dion Québec
2006 – 2007 Honorable Rona Ambrose Alberta
2007 – 2008 Honorable John Baird Ontario
2008 – 2010 Honorable Jim Prentice Alberta
2010 – 2011 Honorable John Baird Ontario
2011 – Honorable Peter Kent Ontario

Environment Deputy Ministers

Period Deputy Ministers
1971 – 1974 Robert Shaw
1974 – 1982 J. Blair Seaborn
1982 – 1985 Jacques Gérin
1985 – 1989 Geneviève A. Ste-Marie
1989 – 1993 Leonard McRae Good
1993 – 1994 Nick Mulder
1994 – 1996 Melvin Cappe
1996 – 1998 D. Ian Glen
1998 – 1999 Leonard McRae Good
1999 – 2003 Alan Nymark
2003 – 2004 Suzanne Hurtubise
2004 – 2006 Samy Watson
2006 – 2008 J. Michael Horgan
2008 – 2010 Ian Shugart
2010 – Paul Boothe

Regional Director  
General (RDG) – Quebec

Période DGR
1975 – 1980 Marcel Lortie
1981 – 1985 Patrice Dionne
1985 Benoit Taillon
1985 – 1987 Gilles Lamoureux
1987 – 1995 Jean-Pierre Gauthier
1995 – 1998 François Guimont
1998 – 2001 Jean-Pierre Gauthier
2001 – 2005 Mimi Breton
2005 – 2008 Albin Tremblay
2008 – Philippe Morel
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Additional information can be obtained at:

Environment Canada
Inquiry Centre
10 Wellington Street, 23rd Floor
Gatineau QC  K1A 0H3
Telephone: 1-800-668-6767 (in Canada only) or 819-997-2800
Fax: 819-994-1412
TTY: 819-994-0736
Email: enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca


