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REPORT OF Ma. R. C. OLUTE ON THE COMMISSION TO INQUIRE INTO
THE DEATH OF MoDONALD AND FRASER ON THE
CROW’S NEST PASS RAILWAY. .

Susxany,

The following is & summary of the prinoipal facts :—

Hugh Mann and James D. Kennedy were partners in a contract on the Crow's
Nest Pass Railway at “Mann’s Camp,” about 80 miles west from Seventh siding,
which at that time was the end of the track.

On the 3rd of January, 1898, Hugh Mann engaged the decoased Charles P, Me-
Donald and E, MaC, Fraser to work on this contract at $1.75 per day. Charles I,
McDonald worked from noon of the 3rd to the night of the 14th January, 1898,

He was allowed for his work 10} days at $1.75...........$18 40

Liess charges st0re ........ viivvivrcenninivieennn8 0 15
Board....conmrnis siiiinnien, vrreenns 1218
SO | I 1]

vreesnrarnnenenr 0 25

Lieaving a balance due him of... ... ....

E. McC. Fraser worked on the 3rd of January,} day, 4th January, 4 day, fall
time on the Hth and 6th, 4 day on the 7th, full time on the 8th, the 9th was Sunday,
uo timo on tho 10th, full time on the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th and 16th, no time on
the 16th and 17th, and on the 18th, § a day, on the 19th a fu'l day.

His acoount stands thus, 11 daya at 81.75....00c.. ..eer.n 819 25
Board 17 days.... .oiccvicevinnniniiinennsrane
Me dical daes viveees cecanierinnsecinensnenina,
Mai v e e
~-—-~§12 90
Loaving a balance due of....ecoisevirriann s

At this timo thore wore about sixty men in tho eamp in two bunk-honses twenty-
four by forty feot, wall seven feet, and two windows thirty by thirty-six inches
nailed up, and a door three ' nd a half by five feot. Each bunk-house was {urnished
Wwith two rows of bunks one above the other, on each side, each bunk six by seven,
loaving o passage way of about twelve feet. The lower bunk one foot off the ground
and the upper bunk five feet from the ground, and leaving from one and one-half to

__two feot Eotwcen the upper bunk and the roof. The roof was composed of cedar
(i logs out out trough shape, aud covered with dirt, There was-no ventilation
|8 provided until after the death of MoDorald and Fraser. I[n describing this camp
B% o0 the day after Fraser and McDonald left, Louis Fontain, who had been engaged :

?ggr)ow’s est Lake on the day Fraser and MoDonald passed down, says (page
1
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« 1 roached the camp in the afternoon, and left next morning because there
and it was not a healthy place, and I loft next morning,

Q. How many gick? A. There appeared to me to be like a hospital, tha
the short and long of it. I thought I could not stay in that camp because I thoy,
thero was too many sick. I am a healthy man and I want to stay thore,”

T} s beds consisted of poles with some brash un top of the poles, and each n
had to furnizh his own blankeis. The two bunk houses were intended to acc
modate sixty men each. Thern were twenty in the house where Fraser and |
Donald slopt. There was only at tlis time about one half of the full complem
of men at the camp. -

T'he 15th of Junuary is an important day in this investigation, On this
MceDonald for the fiest time remained in camp unublo to work. Dr. Gordon hu
that morning called, He was or his way to Mission hospital with n numbe
patients, one of whom he took fer Mann’s Camp. While thore ho was told -

there wero a eouple of men who complained of sore throat. Ho left a co
mixture and went on,  Thero wero a number sick in camp at this time, but
the evidenee it is clear that MoDonald is referred to as one of those who compla
of sore throat; it is equally cloar that Fraser was not conplaining at this tim
on the 15tk he worked all day. ¥

Hugh Mam roturned from
16th. Kenuedy though frequent
at another camp further west.

The cough mixture which was left by Dr. Gordon was gpilt by the eareles:
of ono of the men,

MeDonald did not again go to work. Gallaghor, Mann's walking boss
f this, but took no action with reference to tho matter. e seom
o kindness to permit him to remain in camp without further atter
For at least two days before they loft camp he wa
able to take food, at least very little if any, und on tho evening of the 10th
Donald especially was in very bad condition, and hac as yet recoived no atte
except from the camp boy who offored him food from timo to time.

Dr. Gordon, in whose district thio men wero, was still west, and did notagam
Mann's Camp until the evening of the 23rd, tho date at which they (McDonal

Fraser) arrived at Soventh Siding. The western limit of Dr. Roy’s district ea

within'a fow miles of Mann's Camp, Iis headquarters was at this timo at C
Nest Lako, distant from Mann'’s Camp about 30 or 35 miles by the Toto Road.
Gordon was at the Mission hospital on tho 17th, 18th and 19th of January, a
tho 20th at Cranbrook, both places being distant from Mann’s Camp about 70
miles. He reached Wardner on the 20th.

On the morning of the 20th, Gallagher, Mann’s walking boss, drew the att
of Mr. Konnedy to the condition of the men. That was the first that he,
events, had knowlodge of their condition. Heoxamined theiv throats and fron
an examination was at least suspicious that they bad diphtheria, (and Mcl
exprossing u desiroto bo sent to the hospital) after consulting with Mann, d
that they should be sent. Fiasor requested that he might accompany his chu
this was agreed to. Mann says {hat ho had deciaed independently of Kenn
have them sent to the hospital. No attempt hud been made to send for a dos

10 isolute the men, or to give them- anyspecial attention, other than that
mentioted hy the cook, if That-may be-ealled attontion- — o — .
Mann's team had already gone cast, but there was then at Mar.n’s Camp
belonging to McAnnany, and Mann engaged this team to carry ‘nom until'k
team was overtaken. They wero placed in an open sleigh without a box, rig
a freight sleigh, with poles upon either sido and three cross poles, and split ¢
the nottom. Upon this they placed u quantity of hay with blankets over t
At about half-past one or Lwo o'clock in the afternoon of Thursday, the
January, the men la down stde by side upon the sleigh, and, being covere
two or three pairs of blankets, commenced their long and fatal journey. Frs
given his overcoat to McDonald, and had taken Mo onald’s overcoat, which
2

a good many sick,

Banff cither on the evening of the 15th or or
Iy at the camp spent the principal part of his
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Crow’s Nest Pass Railway:.

iarge enough to button, It was a bright afternoon and not exce
impossiblo to ascertain the oxaoct tem
Creek it ranged from 24 above zero at 7 a.m, to 10 above zero at 9
mum being 34 above zero, with a westerly wind at 8 or 9 miles a
stopped at headquartors and wore told by Charlesworth togo back to the quarantine
hospital whioh they had passed 13 miloes east of Mann's Camp, but the driver, following
his criginal instructions, went on, Mana having proceeded on horseback in advanco
overtook and detained his team near Michel until the sick mon arriyed, and the ren
woro then transferred to Mann's froight sleigh (which wassimilar to the other) drawn
by four heavy horses and necossarily slow, and proceeded on their journey, arriving
at the Loop abont 7 o'clock in tho evening, where they stopped all night at a
placo kept by John Bidgood, otherwise called * Jack tho Rippor,” Mann did
ot remain to sec that the men wore properly cared for, but was ovortaken tho
next day at Crow's Nest Iiake., The men woro offerod food but wore not -ablo
to eat, and wore given, as appears by the evidenco of one witness, brandy
and water to drink, apparently as mucl ns they would take. It appears from
the evidouce of Mr, Bricker, a merchant of Crow's Nost Liake, and who was taking
a chaneo ride from Coal Creok, and accompanied the men from Mann's Gamp to
Crow’'s Nest Lialke, that the placo whore tho men slept was the ordinary bunk-house,
occupied by & number of othor men, freightors and others who had stopped there
over night. The placo was so little desirablo that he slopt in anothor building
recently erected. " No attontion was given the men beyond what [ have montioned,
and it is certain that during the night one of thom was out doors. In the morning
there seemed to bo somo difficulty in boing able to arouse the men. Thoy wore in
a deplorable condition. The driver and Mr. Bricker having got thoir brealkfast, and
the men, being unablo to take food, were helped into the sleigh and coniinued their
jowrney.  The men did not speak, they lay upon their backs with their mouths
open. They left Bidgood’s betweon 7 and 8 o'clock in the morning. They stood a fow
minutes at Bull’s Head, and Campbell told the driver to go on to Crow’s Nost Lake,
a distanco of & miles from Bul’s Iead. At Crow’s Nest Lake they were taken into
Mis, Taylor's boarding-houss, *MecDonald’s face looked swollen; never spoko;
Loth of them always had their mouths open ali the timo they were driving, Thoy
did not scem able to keop it closed.” Murs, Taylor was very indignant that the men
in this condition rhould be brought to her place on account of her other boarders
and her family, and sent for Mann, and also sent word to Corporal Hilliam of the
tiounted police, whose quarters wero near.  Ms, Taylor arranged beds and made
them ns comfortable as possible while they remained thero, They scomed to sleep,
Mrs, Taylor felt worried about their condition, and did not think ono in particular
could live very long. Mann’s explanation to Mps, Taylor was that they had been
sent past Bull's ITead by mistake. At this time tho condition of the men may per-
haps be best described in Mrs, Taylor’s own language: “A kind of greenish yollow
mucous was flowing from his mouth and nostrils, His clothes were apotted with tho
dischargo.” Another witness says: “ Ho was lying with his back towardsmo ona
cot just inside the door. I walked around in front of him to get a viow of his face,
He was lying with his fuco quite closo to the front of tho bed, so that his mouth
projected in front of the bed, Ho evidently had beon placed in that position, There
was a peculiar matter runniong from his mouth, I ean scarcely describe it. It wag
sovomrcolours. When I saw him it was hanging from his mouth clear to the floor
without a break. It was running into a ouspidere on the floor. His faco was
terribly swollen, and his tonguo was swollen and protruded from his moutk, which
was wido open.” The person here referred to was undoubtedly MoDonald,

This point, Crow's Nest Lake, was Dr. Roy's headquarters. He had gone west
and no atlempt was inade to recall him at this time. Tho driver, Waddy, who had
drivon the men thus far, went on to Maclood, and Mann engaged the witness, Fon-
tain, and direoted him to tako the men back to Dull's Head, giving hin a note to
Campbell. The men were replaced upon the sleigh and started to return to Bull's
Head, a distance of about 5 miles, Maun made no further provision for the men and
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this was the last ho saw of thom. He loft for Maclead that aftornoon, It would
appear that all, or the greator part of tho hay which had before been under thom
had beon fed to the horses. They returned by the lake, There was a high wind,
and the driver, Fontain, found it impossible to keep them covered with the
blankets. Thero wore two blankets aud a quilt undor the men and probably two or
three pairs over them. The driver says * 1 drove across the lake, It was about
throo miles lonz. Then of course-the-wind blew very hard, Very hard wiunds
blow on that lake, It was impossible for me to keep the blankets on the sick men
on the rig. The wind blew them off of them evory timo. It was cold enough that
day so that I could hardly stand the cold myself. The men nover squealed. [
nevor heard them say nothing frem the time I left with them until I got into Bull’s
Head” The noto to Mr. Campbell, who was agent and storekeepor of the Canadian
Pucific Railway at Bull's ead, was as follows :—-

Crow's Nest LaRE, 21st iii'nuury, 1898.

Mg. C. CavprpeLy,—The bearer has two veory sick men thatshould besent down
to the hospital, Kindly have them looked after. Kindly hire a man to look after
them and I will settle with you,

Yours, &e,,
IHUGH MANN.

thpbell reccived the lotter and wrote to the keeper of a restaurant as follows:
Mg, SaxoreEN,—Will you please koep theso two sick men until to morrow, [
will pay you. Take good care of them. ' e
Yours truly,
J. C. CAMPBELL,

Buiy's HEap, 21st January, 1898.

Mr, Campbell took no further trouble with the men.

« Q.—Now, Mr Campbell, just tell we yourself what provision there was fur the
comfort or attendance of the men who were ill at that timo on that part of the
route? A.—1I do not know of any.”

Mr, Campbell says that he understood it to be his duty to lend assistancein
caces of this kind, Corporal Hillium forbade Mr, Campbell tfrom allowing the men
to proceed further. Tho sick men had passed Dr. Roy on his way west, the de¢ ctor
being at this time within 20 miles at most of Bulls Head, but hie exact whereabouts
was not known, 1le had been passed by the men on their way down, and if inquiry
had been made might have been found,” The men arrived at about two or halt past
two o'clock in the afternoon of the 21st, and romained at Sangreen's all night. Oscar
Stenstrom, who was cook for Sangreen, describes their conditioh while-at Bull's
lead : * I wont into tho restaurant. Isaw tho twomen sitting thore. They appeured
very sick and matter was flowing out through their mouth. I understood that
Charles Flodin, being the cook, cooked them some beef broth and tried to give thom
all possible assistunce, but they could only take liquid beef tea, and finally between
six and seven on the evening of thoe 22nd the ambulance wagon called. When
Mann's driver arrived at the restaurant with the patiorts he was asked whether
these men had any contagious disease, but he answered that they only had sore legs,
which was accounted for by their staggering when they walked in from tho sleigh,
On the strength of that statement and Mr. Campbell’s noto, they were rcceived.
Under other circumstances they would not havo been allowed, it being a public res-
taurant, having betweon 50 and 60 people ateach meal, ey tried to got & doctor,
but there was none to be had. Finally, after having bees kept there for 26 hours, the

ambulanea arrived, The driver said his horses wero plitmes out, so he conld not start
with thom before morning. The owners of the restaurant insisted on his taking them
away from their place, as they at that time were satisfied that the men wsre infected
witk contagious disease, After some parleying the men were taken out in tho amba-
lance about seven o'clock in tho‘eveniug.;’
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It will bo seon that the men romained at Bull's Head 26 hours, and I do not
hesitate to say that within half that time medical attendance could and should have
Lecn obtained, and that the duty to obtain it devolved upon Ilugh Mann and
Campboll, the company’s agent. i

Corporal Hilliam, whose conduct throughout I desiro to commend, having
received & message from Mrs, Taylor in regard to the men, wontjto Mr. Campbell and
told him :—“ That he had no business to send them there to a public restaurant, but
ehould have vrected a tent away from his camp and left a man in chargo of the two
sick men, as I bolieve tho men wero suffering from some very sorious diacase accord-

“ing to the information of Mrs, Taylor, e poohpoohed the idea altogother that it
was diphtheria, and said it was nonscnso, He (Campbell) then wanted to havo a
four horse team hitched up and tho men sent at ouce to the end of the Iron, I
would not allow him to do so until I had been over 1o see what condition these men
were in, I then went over to the house where] these men wore lying. and eaw the
two men.  One of the men, whom I was told was Fraser, was so helpless that he
could not move ut all,-hauds, legs or anything else. o was lying on the broad of
his bac’, His face and neck were very much swollen, and the spittal that ho had
been trying to spit from his mouth was all over his own faco and clothes. Lo could
just mutter, 8o that by gotting very close to him you could understand what ho was
saying, He asked me not to atlow him to bo moved from that place, as he had
enough driving abut in the eold, and he would rather dio where he was, MeDonald,
who did not appet.r so sick as Fraser although he could scarcely move at all, asked
e not to take an ’ notico of what Frasor said, but i possible to have them sent
down 1o the hospital that day, I looked around the place and went outside and
~calied-tho-proprietor-out,—He told me nothing had been done for them since they
hol heen in hiy charge, excepting what he had given them himself, which was
som-thing to drink, and that he would like to have the men gent away from his
house, ~ 1 told Johnston that he would have to keep the men there and attend to
them himself until the doctor ¢ame, whom 1 had already sent for, and he was to
uilow nobody in or out of the restaurant. I went back (o Mr, Cuampbell and told
him, OFf course I could not say what was the matter with the men, but they cer-
tainly were not in any condition to be moved, and that they were to stay in this
restaurant until the arrival of a doctor, who would then give his own direetions and
he could work on them as he liked. I sont west for Dr, Roy that morning,”
That is on the morning of Saturday the 22nd. Notwithstanding this warning, and
the fuct that the doctor had boen sent for by Corporal Hilliam that morning,
the men were seut east at My. Campbell’s instanco. It scoms that John Davis (alians
Williams) the ambulance driver, had reached Bull’s Head on Saturday evening, and
although he complained that his horses wore nearly played out, ho was told by
Camplell that he must return that night. Ho asked to be pormitted to wait until
morning, and describes his interview with Campbell as follows :—

Q. What did you say to him ?—A. He asked me how my horeses could stand it
to go right back again. I told him they were pretly nearly played out. Then he
8ays you have to go right back to-night with these sick men.  Well, I 8ays, my
horses are pretty nearly played out, Mr, Can:pboll, what is the matter with the men?
They have got quincy, ho eays.  Well, I says, cannot you wait until morning, and he
gays no, pull them out to-night for fear they would die.

Q. Did he say that 7—A, Yes. -

Q. What elso?—A. Well, I .6ays, there's no use pulling them out of here if
they're going to die, SR

Q. !\IVhat did he say to-shat?—A. Well, he says, my orders to you is to pull
them out to-might, Eat your supper and go right back, :

Williamg w8 teluctant to remove the men wiihot the orderof Dr, Roy, because
he says, “ I-‘always took m§“orders from Roy, with papers to admit them to the

-~ hospiial,” ’“Cﬂt‘ﬁp%é"'lold ‘him"that by the time he got his men loaded Dr, Roy would
bo thero, and after the men were in the ambulance the driver called at Campbells
and asked, “ Havo you got the lotter from Dr, Roy for these people,” and Campbou
said, “ No Williums, go ahead, he is not here.” The ambulance in whick ¢he mon

b
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wore at this timo placed plied between Bull’s Head and Seventh Siding, a distance
of about 40 miles, It was a Demoorat wagon covered with a kind of canvass or
oil cloth, with springs in the bottom and a mattrass over that, and with a flap to
close it in behind. There was no stove or other means of heating the ambulance.
There was one pillow given by Mrs. Taylor, and apparently three pairs of blankets,
two of which were provided by Mr. Campbell. The men were placed in tho ambu-
Jance covored with tho blankets, and at ahout 7 o’clock on tho evening of Saturday,
the 22nd of January, proceeded on their journey. They went that night as fur as
Willoughby's about 16 or 17 miles from Bull's Head, No stimulants or nourishment
of any kind was given them upon the road. Williams endeavoured to obtain per-
mission for the men to remain at Allison’s, whieh is about six or soven miles east of
Bull's Hoad, and again at McGillivray’s about four and a half miles still further cas,
but was rofused at both places, which wero erowded with freighters and other men,
Mr. Willoughby helped the men into the house, and offered them eomo milk and tea
and a little gruel, but they were not able to swallow. The room where thoy slept
was kept warm, and though not 2 place suitable for sick men, doubtless Mer,
Willcughby did the best he could for thom. Another witness, Mr, Parr, says that
ho saw them lying upon the floor, In the morning they woro again offered somo tea,
but they wanted water, with which they gargled their throat, and from it flowed froth
and scum ** like corription.” They were again placed in the ambulance and at half-
past soven or eight o’clock on the morning on the 23rd January, started for Tth Siding,
distant about 25 miles, They reached Will Eddy’s a: noon, and asked if they could
1ekon cup of soup, but they shook their heads. They were thon brought ont gome tea,
They could not drink the tea, but wanted wator, which was brought them. They
could not drink, but gargled their throats with the water, and again flowed out froth
and seum, “white and green-like corruption.” The driver here remained about
twenty minutes for dinner, the men remaining in the wagon outside. He then
drove on to Tth Siding, resching there, as ho eays, * about half-past 4, between 4 and
5 in the afternoon.” The driver then saw Reubon Steeves, Cunadian Pacific Rail-
way operator and agent at Tth siding, and said: “T have got two men here very
sick, I think thoy have got diphtheria.” Steeves replied: * Bring them up to Joe
Wark's car, the Jumbo, and see him up there.” (The “ Jumbo" was the boarding
and sleeping car for Canadian Pacific Railway men at Tth Siding.) The driver saw
Wark, and said tohim: “I have two sick men here, Joe, and Steeves sentthom up to
the Jumbo,” Wark replied: “ What is the matter with them ?” and the driver
said: “ I don’t kuow what is the matter with them, it might be dipbtheria, or some-
thing like that” Wark then said: «If its diphtheria you won't put them in my
car)” The driver went bacl and told Steeves that Wark would not have them in his
car among his men with diphtheria, and Steeves snid: “ You tell Joe Wark to tuke
theso men in or I'll report you.” The driver went back and told Joe Wark what
Steeves had said, and Wark replied: “ They are not coming in the car among my
men if they have got diphtheria,” the driver replied, * they bave got to be put
somewhere.” Then Steeves came up just as the driver wus speaking to Wark, and
said to Wark: “Joe, who's down in that car down there?” pointing to a box car.
Joe said, “ I don't know.” The driver then went down to the car and Steeves came
along and eaid, “put them in this car down here” (iridicating with his head the
box car standing on the siding along with tho flat cars), so the driver took them
down to tho car and ordered out the three or four men that were in the can. The
ambulance was backed up to the box car, the side door slid back, and tho men
erawled out into the car, and tho driver says that he put their blankets and a bottle
of water in tho car, and shut the door and went off to the hotel and did not seé
them again, The day was cold and had been growing colder towards evening. At
7 o'clock in the morning it was 13 degrees above zero, at 9 p.m. it was b degrees

“bolow zero, and fell to 8 degrees below zero during tho night, with a wind from the

north-cast blowing nino miles an hour, as nppeared from the report kept at the
Hudson Bay Post at Pincher Creek, four miles distant. The condition of the carat
the time the sick mon were placed in it is described by William McAllister, page
728. e and other freighters were occupying a tent near by. The night being cold

[ l
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they thought they could mako themselves more comfortable in the car, which was
an ordinary box car without windows and with the usual sliding door. ~ At one sido
there wore a number of bunks in the car, but no mattrasses, bedding or other
furnishings. There was a small tin camping stove broken in at the top and unfit to
bo used a3 a coal or wood stove, as it smoked. The smoke pipe went out through
the eide of the ear. The froighters had endeavoured to start a fire of hay and coal
beforo the ambulance drove up. The witness is askod :

Q. Was thore a firo thore 2—A. A kind of a five,

Q. When you went to the car ?7—A. Yes.

Q. What do you menn by that?—A. A poor fire—smoking.

Q. What did you do?—We got some more coal and put it into the stove, and it
hadn’t started well before we had to get out,

He goes on to say that they used hay mixed with the coal, That the stove
smoked so0 badly they had to leave the door open to let the smoke out, that had they
not opened the door they would have been blinded with smoke, that tho car was
vory cold at the time they left it; that when the ambulance was backed up to tho
car door the driver used foul language to the sick men and ordered them out. They
crawled out on their hands and knces. Ho says that the driver put in their
blankets, but denies that he put in any wator. The stove was still smoking at the
timo this witness left, and he says the car was not fit to receive the men. The wilness
further says that he was ordered out of this car personally by Mr. Steeves, Steeves,
the Canadian Pacitic Railway agent,says: Williams camo to him and said he hal two
sick men, “and I sent him to the Jumbo car, where Igenerally sent the rest of them
that came down from the west,” and generally confirms what the driver says in
regard to the men being but in the box car. Steeves then went buck to his office.
Hethen saw Kidd, afterwards Dechone and then Hogan, and asked them to look after
the men. There is a great discrepancy in the evidence as to the hour when these
men were engaged and when they actually went on duty. One would infer from
Steoves’ ovidenco that it was shortly after the ambulance drove up that ho spoke to
Kidd and afterwards to the other men. The order in which they were ongaged and
went to theear is of great importance in reaching aconclusion upon this point, The
evidence shows that Kidd was first engaged, then Decheno and last of all Hogan,
Later in the evidenco Steeves says that he procured Hogan's services luter on, atter
he had sent for thedoctor. Now, the doctor was not sent for until & o'clock, which
corresponds with the time that Kidd says he first went to the car; and if Hogan
and Dechene went. there afterwards it must have been 8 o'clock beforo nny one gave
the men any attention whatever. Hogan and Dechene, however, both say that they
were at the ear shortly after 6 o'clock. This may possibly bo true as to Dechene,
but cannot, I think, be true as to Hogun, because he at all cvents was not seen by
Steeves until after Kidd was spoken to, It is very vossible that Dechene may have
been to the car and then loft, if prior to the first visit by Kidd, Thero is an uncor-
tainty here that I was unablo to clear up. Ono thing is, however, certain, T think,
that, at 8 o’clock in tho evening, whether any person had been there before or not,
tho car was in darkness, there was absolutely no fire in the stove, and the tempera-
turo was five degreea bolow zero, with a wind blowing 9 miles an bour, The
deplorable condition of tho men at this time is described by the witness Kidd, of
whose truthfulness 1 entortain no doubt. He was in the employ of the Canadian
Pacitic Railway at the time ho gave his evidence, buc gave it in such a manner
as to command my entire confidence. Steoves is asked:

Q. Why did you got as many as three mon to look after theso sick men ?—A.
Well, after T got Kidd I knew his duties would not allow him to look after the
men properly, as he would have to look after his engine, and tho same «with Hogan.
He bhad his duties outside to perform, and he could drop in and out as required, und
I got this thivd man who would remain with them.

Turning now to the ovidenco of Kidd, page 844, he was at Tth Siding when the
sick mon arrived. He was engine watchman. His hours were from 7 p.m, to 5.30
am, and his duty was to watch the engine, clean the fire, got the engine ready for
starting and call the erew in the morning. On the night in question ko went onduty
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at five minutes after 7 o’clock; filled the boiler full of water which took about 20
minutes; cleaned the fire which took another 20 minutes; then took off his overalls
and wont to tho Jumbo car to gei his lunch for midnight. This was somewhere
within a few minutes of 8 o'clock, He got his lunch and started back again. It
was now about 8 o’clock; he thep says: I started back towards the engine, and on
my way back I went on the south side of the side track for to got Hogan's lunch,
bocause 1 had been taking his lunch other nights to keop it warm for him, While
1 was passing some ears [ heard somo person orying inside. I upened the door for
to sec what was going on, | wanted to know who was in there, somebody said :
“[ am sick.” e says, *my mate is sick too, L would like to get somo porson for
to get a fire.” 1 got in the car and he said it was o shame that thoy wero left there
alone in tho dark without a fire aud without any person to look after them. e
wanted to know if there was a doctor around; Itold him no, that I would try to
get one as soon as possible, He then wanted water, By this time I had a fire
started, and I went and fetched him somo water.

Q. Was thero any five or romains of a fire in the stove ?—A, No, air, not whenl
found it.

Q. Was the stove warm ?—A. No, sir.

Q. Was it cold 56 that there was no indication of fire having been thero ?—A,
Yes, sir, there was no indication of firo whatever.

The witness then took somu pieces of bourds and broke them up and got some
pieces of shavings and lighted the fire. Ho says coal was there but he did not uso
it becsuse it was not a coal stove, a4 he did not think it would burn.  He describes
the position and condition of the mer. when he went into the car. The car was not
lighted. The witness had s Luntorn with him. I'raser was lying on his left side
besido the stove on the floor. e haa somo hay under him and some behinc: him,
but no blankets about him. MeDonald was on the top bunk, lying on his right side,
partly covercd up with an overcoat. The witness usked him if he had uny blankets
und hie said, yes; nsked whero they were, he said he didn't know. Kidd then loft
them and started for the operator’s ear. 1lc met Hogan upon the road and told him
he had found two sick men in the box car. Ilogan nsked where they were and then
went down to the operator’s ear with Kidd, Kidd then wentintothe operator’s car
and reported to the operator that there were two sick men in tho car onthe siding;
ho said, I asked him what we could do for them. He said he did not know. Ithen
asked him if there was a doctor arcund or could we get one, ho said ho would try
to get one from Macleod if possible. He says, will you go back and keep on the fire
until we cun get a doctor. I told him I could not very well do it, because I could
not leave the engine alono for long at a time. I said that 1 would go back and sce
that the fire was all right. I took Hogan back to the car with me, and ho took hold
of Fraror and lifted him up on the bunk, because the stove was pretty hot, and we
were afraid he would get burnt or burn his clothes, IFraser was not strong enough
to get up himself. Ile then left Hogan there and went back to his engine, then went
into the caboose and told the engineer and conductor that ho had found two sick men
in a car, and was told that if ho thought it wassafe to be around them, to look after
them. It was now about 9 o'clock. Kidd then left the caboose and went down to
the car where the men were. He saw that the fire was burning all right and spoke
tv Hogan, v

«Q. What did you say to him ?—A. I told him we ought to try and hunt some
blankets or something to make them a bed, and he said he did not know what to do
about blankets, and 1 suggosted to go to the operator’s, 80 we both went down to the -
operator's car and told him that we had to have some blankets or something. —

«Q. Told Steeves —A, Yes, sir. He said ho did not krow what to do until he
had seen Mr. Ryan. I told him I would-havoe to go and look after the rest of my
work then, and to get some porson else to stay with them. He asked me if I would
go ug to Wark, the gang boss, and ask him to put a man down there with them.”

{idd then found Wark who(}n‘omised to seo that it was done, Ho then weut

down to the car again and found Hogan, and a Frenchman, evidently Dechene,”

in the car. e asked tho Frenchman if he was the man Wark sent to look alter
8
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them, and he snid “yes.” XKidd then went down to the operator's car and asked
Lim if there was a doctor coming. Steevo snid there was no train going out from
Macleod that night, but that théy would send to Pincher Creek for a doctor,-- Kidd
then went back to his engino, and a faw minutes afterwards Hogun eamo down and
said: “Come up to the car with me, I am afraid one of them follows is going todie.”
Kidd could not loavo the engine just then, Ho told Hogan if he would wait just
about five minutes he would go up with him. Hogan said he would warm himself
until Kidd was veady to go. When Kidd got back to the car Fraser was on the
floor. It was now about ten o'clock. XKidd asked him where he came from and
what his name was. He said his name was E, McC. Fraser, that his mate was up in
the bunk and his name was Charles P, McDonald ; that they came from Nova Scotin,
near Now Glasgow; that they had been working near the loop, when thoy got sick
and they were sent down there. They were trying to get to the hospital at Macleod,
McDonald was €0 weak that the witness could not understand what he was trying
tosay, ‘‘but 1 made out that he wanted adrink of water, and I gave him some water,
1 sent Dechéne for it.” This is important as it indicates the time when Dechéne
went for the wator, of which ho speaks afterwards, There was pothing there to
brir it in, and he got a pail from the engine and gave MoDonald a drink. 1o
seelsud to swallow some but not much. 1t was very hard for him to swallow, Ile
then gave Frasor a drink, Fraser got down on the floor off the bunk and lay down
close to the stove and was talking to the Frenchman. It was now nearly 11 o’clock,
Kild then had to go back to his engine, and remained there until the operator called
him, Before leaving the car he and IHogan had (Prop:\.'ed some wood by cutting
up a couple of boxes:” Dr.Mend- having arrive
10 and 11 o'clock, the operator asked Kidd if he would go down with the docior and
show him the ear where the sick men were. The doctor asked Kidd if he had any
kind of a light 1o take with him, Kidd roplied he had a train light, it was not a very
bright light, but it was the best he could do, e then togk the doctor up to the car
where the mon were. The Frenchman also had a lantern, Kidd went back to the
caboose and got another lantern, the conductor’s lantern, and returned to the car,
The doctor raid if that was the best thoy could do he would try and make out with it,
Before referring to the doctor’s evidence it will be convenient hero to refer to
the evidence of IHogan and Dechene, IHogan says that the first he knew the men
had arrived was at six o'clock in the evening. 1lis foreman, Wark, told him * there

was two sick men up there, and to have a look after them. e told me to assist

the Frenchman by the namo of Dechene in looking after them. He told me to
attend to them good.” Hogan then went froma Wark's offico to the agent’s office, and
the agent told him to attend to the men, so he went down to the car and MelDonald
and Fraser were sitting up in their bunks. They wore not separate bunks, Fraser
usked for a drink. Hogan describes what he did as follows: 1 told bim I would
get him a drink, He said he would like some enow to eat, so I want out and got
him a dish of snow en a pie plate, and by the time I had brought the snow in
Dechene had brought in a dipper of water from the Jumbo car. I did not know he
wason. We gave McDonald a drink. He drank pretty near all the water, Wo
did not give him all he wanted to drink. e was pretty dry. Fraser drank the
Lalance of the water.”

“Q. How much was there for Fraser ?—A. About a quart of water was
b;ought up; I should judge there would bo about one guartor of it left—ono quarter
of a quart,

— Q7 Whatdid you domoxt;or whut is the noxt thing you know about it?-—A,

Well I was in and out of there all night. -

Q. What was done after they got a drink of water —A. Nothing.

Q. Did you get anything further for them except the snow and Dechene the
water ?—No, that is all they wanted. I asked them if they wanted anything olse,
and they did not seem to want anything except water and snow.”

Hogan went to lunch, he says, about 11 o’clock.

“ Q. Did either of them leave the car that night after they went in ?—A:-Woll
Fraser told me that while I was down at lunch that ho went out and got a little
' 9

fromPincher-Creek—botweon-— -




z9 Vicroria. Sessional Papers (No. 70.) A

snow, and came in again, 1 did not think he could open the car door, it
hard to open.

Q. Had thoy anything to drink from the time they got the water in
instance about a quarter after six until twenty minutes to eloven.—A.
except the snow,

Q. Did you or anybody elso get more water up to twenty minutos to ¢
A, No, snow is the principal thing they wanted.

Q. Do you want me to understand that although MeDonald took a
three-quartors of a quart, you say he did not want anything more unti
o'clock 7—A. They got all they wanted thore,

Q. Just answer my question. Did he not want 2 drink again until
o'clock ?—A. He did not ask for any,

Q. Did you get any or did anyone clso?—A. Dechene got water.

Q. That was near 11 o'clock ?—A., Yes.

Q. But botween those times?—A, They werc eating snow.

Q. Did they have any water ?—A. No.

Q. During ull the time that you were there what did they have be
walor on two occasions and snow ?—A, Nothing except tho medicine that
gave them,

Q. Up to tho time that Dr, Mead came did they have anything ?—A.,
not have anything.

Q. And you say they did not ask for anything ?—A. That is all they
for—suow and water; snow principally,

Q. Did you take any soup over, or did anybody tell you to, or take
over with milk in it?— A, No.

Q. Was anything offered to them or any attempt mado to induce th
or to drink 2—A. No, sir.

Q. Anything that you know of ?—A. No.

Q. Do’you call that treating them good ?—A., Woll, T usked them if the
anything. The Nrenchman, Narcisse Dechene, was at 7th Siding when
and Frasor wore brought down, 1Ie says the men camo in about 4 o'clo
Wark called for him, and ho and Wark together went to the car a litt
o'clock; that he went in the car. He found one of the men right across
about 21 feet from tho door, and the other one was in front of the sto
woere pretty cold, because they were shaking. Dechene said, “what is t
with you ?” and one of them roplied, ““ we are cold and want water,” One
water and one for snow. The car was pretty tough ; it was not fit for
There was no window in it, and no lamp init. It was a dirty car. The
little firc when Dechene went there, but it was choked with smoke. It w
been better if thore was none. it was a tin stove atid broken on top; he
kesp it from smoking. e says the car was pretty cold when ho went 1
went to got some water. While he was away to get the water Fraser v
himself and got some snow. 1o got oft the car himself and got in himsel!
not so strong aftor, It ecemed as if it hurt him a little to go down, and
was for his chum McDonald.

Q. Well, when you brought the water what did you do ?—A. T gave it

Q. How did ho drink ?—By gosh, he take it with both hands, and Ik
it away from him. [ was afraid ho was goinyg to choke, he grabbed it
with both hands. His chum was near cry alongside of him to get the wa

Q. And he took tho water up to his mouth in his hands ?—A. Yes.

Q. And you say his chum, MoDonald, was crying for the water |
pretty near cry. He was say for God’s sako give me some water,

Q. How much water did you have 2—A, I had a dish full. I thou
no uso to give him some more at the time, and I'eays 1 couid get some m

Q. How much did you have 7—A. About a pint.

Q. Did McDonald drink any ?—A. No. He tried to take some but
over the outside of his mouth. ~ With snow he get along better, Ho say
got any snow or any water on the roud.
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Q. Then did you build a fire before you went for the water u second time ?—
A. Yes, I built a good fire,

Q). What did you get?—A. I had coal with me,

Q. Whoroe did you get tho coal? A, Iwent back to the Jumbo car for it. The
first timo I had nothing, I went with Wark.”

He says the firo burnt well enough as long as the wood was on it, but it smoked
very badly, o had to open tho doors some time, opened it about six inches, to lot
the smoke ouv. He says: *“Wo were not sick men and we were hardly able to
stand it ourselves.”

“Q. Well, when did you go for the wator 7—A. T'wont straight back a8 soon as
1 built the firo. I says, now 1 am go’ng to get you sonie more wator, Ididn’t like
10 givo them too much, but they asked so much for it, and, by gosh, I says I will go
for more, They says they don’t got any on the road at all,

Q. Did they drink any more ?—A, That was the time Mr, McDonald tried to
drink. The first time I could not take it from Fraser, Ie drink the whole of it,”

Wark stayed o half an hour at the car. v seemed to know Fraser, Fraser
had worked for him on a railway near Winnipeg. Then Fraser ovied and said to
Wark, “wo aro going to div here,” and Wark snid we will leave old Joe here with
you, and he will give you everything you want, and Wark turned to Dochone and
kaid: “Joe, what do you think of these two mon now? Are they going to die or
live? And I says they will die by two in the morning, the both of them ”

Q. Why did yousay that ?—A. Because they were too far gone. Ty »i.ro too
low. They were too cold. I knew it was not possible to live thon.

Q. What did Wark say to that?—A, Well, he said we will do tho best we can
anyway.

’ Q.) Iow long did Wark remain there after that ?—Ile went away nfter that.”

Ho came once afterwards, Dechene thinks it was about 9 o'cloek. Ile is not
sire as to the time as he had no watch. The next person that Dechene saw was
Hogan. Heo says that this was nearly two hours after he had been at tho car, It
would seom from this that Dechene may have been at the car before Kidd went
there; if eo ho was awny long enough for the fire to go out and the car to becomo
cold.  Decheno being asked if tho car could be kept comfortable with that stove,
answers: “ No, sir. Thero was no man in the world could.”

«Q. Did it smoke all through the evening more or less. —A. Sometimes they
didn't smoke very much, somotimes they smoke enough to choke anybody, and
wo had to open the door. Sometimes wo could not leavo it open becauso it was too
cold; too cold for any sick man. The sick men complained of the cold.”

Later on in his ovidenco Dechene says that ho thinks Hogan wont there ahead
of him. If this be trun, then I think it js tolerably cortain that I{idd was in fact the
first man at the ear, That would be about eight o’clock,

Dr. Mead resided at Pincher Creek, four or five miles distant, Tho roads were
bad, the night was ¢old, nnd the roads woro filled with the drifting snow, o much so that
it was difficult to follow them, Dr. Mead received the message about nine o’clock
at night, and reached the siding about ten, It was thon that he was shown to the car
by Kidd, as above mentioned. When he got into the car the smoke was 80 thick
that he had to leave the door open. It was some minutet before he “could seo or
breathe.,” They wero trying to burn soft coal and hay ina common box stove. Fraser
was lying on the floor, close to the stove, trying to get warm—coiled around tho
stove, MoDonald was lying up against the farther ound of the bunk. The doctor
examined MoDonald and found him at the point of death. o was suffering fiom
pneumonia,  His pulse could scarcoly be counted. His temporaturo was about 104,
flo was too weak to speak. Fraser was not quite so weak. Ho tried to speak to the
doctor, The dootor put his ear close to his month and heard him say, something
ease pain. " Ho was suffering from pneumonia and his tomporature about the same.
They both had diphtberia. The dootor did not, however, know it at the time, as
owing to tho poor light he could not examine them properly. Tbe doctor asked for
stimulants, or milk or eggs. He was told that the cook’s ear was shut, and thoy
could not get in until the cook came in the morning. He gave Fraser an 1 of & grain
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of morphia as a stimulant in the absenco of anything else to ease pain. After receir-
ing tho stimulant Fraser eat on the side of the bunk and wanted to know if he could
not sue the company for the brutal treatment of himself and his chum. The doctor
went back to the agont’s car and told tho agent Steeves that if they died beforo
morning he should certainly hold up inquest. Steoves then wired down to Mr. Hanoy
and Hancy wired back, “Spare no expense. Send spocial messenger to Creek for
whatever the doctor orders.” A messenger was then, with some difficulty, procured
to go back to Pincher Creck for brandy and eggs and milk. About five minutes after
tho doctor returned to the agent's car, after sending the men for the necessaries. A
man cama to tho car and said MeDonald was dead and Fraser was sinking rapidly,
‘This was about midnight, Tho temperature had fallon from 6 to 8 degrees {)elow
zero. The doctor, returning to the car, found that what the man said was true, Fraser
was dying. The necessaries had come, but too late, and botween one and two o'clock
in the morning the end came, I'raser died,

From the time the men were taken sick until their death they had no ehance
for their life. - At no time, in no place, did thoy receive that reasonable care and at-
tention, having regard to their condition and the nature of the case, that they were
entitled to. All the doctors are unanimous that their journey to 7th Siding, and the
lack of proper treatment on the road and when they arrived, accelerated, ifit did not
cause, their death, Why was the doctor not sent for? Why wero they sent out
without a doctor’s certificate, or at all?  Why was not a doctor summoned at Bull's
Head, and why woroe they sent forward without the doctor’s order? Why tho utter
luck of proper care and treatment when thoy arrived at 7th Siding? They had paid
for medical servicoat a rate fixed by the company. Why,in their utmost need, had
they not received it? :

Before proceeding with a consideration of these matters it may be here stated
that on the following day Dr. Mead, as coroner, ordered a post mortem examination,
and took steps to hold an inquest. The post mortem was conducted by Dr. Hur-
wood and Dr, Kennedy, and their report, and their evidence taken before me show
beyond doubt that the men both died from diphtheria, complicated by pneumonia
resulting from that disease and their exposure. Tho inquest was not completed. A
copy of the cvidence as far as taken will be found as Exhibit 8. The proceedings
wero stopped by an order nisi dated the 4th day of February, 1848, fur a writ of
srohibition, which order was made absolute on the 24th of March, 1898, by Judge
}{oulenu, and on the 28th March, 1898, the writ of prohibition was issued and served
on Dr. Moead on the 30th March, 1898. All the proceedings in conuection with the
writ of prohibition will be found as Exhibit 15 in the papers 1 to 9 inclsive, No. 6
of which is a certified copy of tho judgment of Judge Rouleau. Tho application was
made on behalf of Michael J. Haney, manager of construction.

In answor to tho question how it came about that Frasor and McDonald were
exposed to the hardships and suffering which they endured from the time they were
takon sick until they died, it will be necessary to examine the conditions existing,
including tho medical ystem then in operation upon the line, The distance from
Lethbridge to Cranbrook is 205 miles, At the timo the road commenced there was
a hospital at Lothbridge and one at Macleod, 37 miles west. It was decided to uso
these as baso hospitals and send the pationts to theso hospitals for treatment. The
instructions given to the medical staff were as follows: —(Fx, 6.)

INSTRUCTIONS TO MEDICAL OFFICERS.

1. Medical officers are expected to make regularly ono trip & weel over their
division, and to make other trips when callted upon to do so.

2. All serious cases and othor cases roquiring the constant caré of the medical
officer aro to be moved into the hospital assigned to the division, Notice must be
forwarded to this offico at once of such removals, together with nature of the
diseaso, Notico must also be forwarded when such cases are discharged from the
bospital. ,
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3. In case of infectious diseases arising, prompt measures must be taken at onco
to isolate such cases, and notice of same must be forwarded to this office.

4. Medical officers will keep this otfico advised as to wants, ote.,, in medical
supplies.

lpﬁ. Prompt attention to all cases is imporatively demanded. F. H. Mowburn,
assistant surgoon,

There was no provision made for temporary hospitals ut this time, nor was
there any provision for isolating patients with contagious disease other than the
direction contained in clause 3 of the above instructions, No tents or other cquip-
mont for that purpose were furnished cither 1o the medical staff upon the lino, or w0
tho contractors, nor were the contractors instructed in that matter. Dr. Mowburn,
chiof of the medical staff, who had a large private practice at Lethbridge, had his
headquurters there and attended to correspondence and had charge of the hospital.
'The hospitul occupied him about threo hours a day; the correspondence was prin-
cipally attended to in the vvening. The rest of his time was largely devoted to his
private practice. Ilis assistantin the early part of construction attended to patients
along the line within ten miles of Mucleod. Dr. Kennedy took chorge from that
point and attended patients to within a short distance of Pincher Creols, and at the
time in question to, and including 7th siding, Dr. Roy’s division extended from ‘Tth
siding to headquarters, and he had under him at this timfgdaccrding to the com-
pany’s return (Exhibit 52), botween 900 and 1,000 men, s division covered abont
i3 or 70 miles. Dr, Gordon’s division at this time extond¢d from the west end of
Dr. Roy’s to Cranbrook, a distance of about 75 miles, although there were compara-
tively few mon west of Wardoor. Ilis headquarters wae at the Mission, nine miles
north of Cranbrook, and about 25 miles north-west of Warduer. Upon his pact of
the line there were ut the time in question about six or seven hundred men, Under
the system then in forco “ all serious casos and other cases requiring the constant
care of the medioal officor ” from Dr. Roy's district wero to be sent to Macleod, and
all such cases within Dr. Gordon’s district to the Mission hospital. The Mission
hospital propor had not at this tinie boen built, It consisted then of a small log
building capable of accommodating 12 or 15 patients, It was arranged that tho
company should pug to the different hospitals 81 per day for each patient for their
board, attendance, &e, It may be herd” suid that all patients who reached any of
theze hospitals seems to havo been woll cared for,

In the language of Mr. Mc¢Caul, - nobody suggoested that the cases should be
treated at the camps where they broke out; that is not a common sense view; the
only two suggested were temporary und base hospitals.” What then was to be
done with *“tho serious cases and other cases requiring the coastant care of tho
medical officer that could not be moved to tho base hospitals 7 No provision for
this contingency was made.

Dr. Roy had found the necessitios of the case such that ho had detained paticnts
at a restaurant kept by Mrs, Taylor at Crow’s Nest Lake until he thought it safe to
send them forward, {n March when the namber of men in and about the Loop and
at Coal Creek were likely to be increased, the company erected tomporary hospitals,
one at the Loop and the othor at Coal Creels, about 30 miles distant. Mann's Camp
was between the two, and had these hospitals been in existence at the time in ques-
tion there can scarcely bo a doubt that what befell Fraser and McDonald would havo
beon avoided. A great deal of evidence was taken us to the necessity of temporary
hospitals upon the line, and the overwhelming weight of evidence is that they
wore necessary to be used in connection with baso hospitals and without
which it was impossible that the sick men upon the line could be properly
cared for. This necessity seems to havo forced itself upon the company
and the medical staff-at u-later-stage, and-vesulted, as.I.have-said,-in-the build-.
ing of the two hosgitals one ab the Loop and the other at Coal Creek,- but too lato to
bo available for the present emergency. The great weight of medical evidenco
teems to establish that temporary hospitals should have been placed within twonty-
five, or at most, 40 miles apart, having regard _to the nature of the work and the

number of men employed: and the provision could and should have been made for
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isolating patients suffering from any contagious disease within a few hundred yards

of the temporary hospital, so that the dooctor having his headquarters at the tem.
orary hospital conld give patients of that kind, attention, and contractors would

}:now whoro to sond thom. These hospitals should have been furnished with a
nurse, cook and medicines. Nothing of this kind, at the time in' question, was
provided. It is doubtful, oven with temporary hospitals, whether tho dootors in
charge of the divisions west of Tth siding could havo efficiently attended to the
extent of lino within their distriot; but it is plain that without temporary hospitals
it was an impossibility. Had Dr. Mowburn, the chief of the medical staff been less
occupied at Lethbridge with his private praotico and so bsen ablo to give more
time to inspection of the work upon the line and its requirements, the necessitios of
tho case must have occurred to his mind at an earlier stage. Tho evidence of Mr,
Shaughnessy, Mr. Kaney and Dr. Mowburn is that the want of these provisions was
not due to u lack of funds, becauso, although it is clear that the fifty cents per
month charged to each man upon the line was not sufficient to defray tho oxpense
of tho medical staff, .hat, it is declared, by the above witnesses was not the reason
why a difforent system and method was not adopted, Whatever the cause, the
deplorable fact vemains, that the system of utilizing the three base hoapitals without
providing tho necessary field, or temporary hos vital elsewhore on tho line was con-
tinued until some months after the death of McDonald and Fraser, That these buse
hospitals were not sufficiont to meet tho requirements without being supplemented
by temporary hospitals is manifest from anothor consideration, Early in tho fall
it was found that the hospital at Macleod was not nearly sufficient to receive the
number of patients sent down, nod thereuvon two or three box ears wore supplicl
with bunks and turned into a temporary hospital, at that point, under the charge
of Dr, Kennedy, who says that some 500 patients, nearly all of whom wore sont down
from tho line to tho west, were there received and treated; and Dr. Roy’s evidence
is clonr that ho utilized Mrs, Taylor's restauraat from timo to time, because ho would
uot assume Lhe responsibility of sending the patients through. Dr, Harwood, in the
fall of 1897, for the samo reason found it necessary from time to time to detain
pationts at Pincher Creek in rooms provided on his own responsibility until thoy
woro able to go through, e had resigned in Novomber, 1897, from .ill-health
caused by over-work. No doctor was located at Pinchor Creek to succeed him, und
this temporary provision there for treating patients was discontinued.

It will bo borne in mind that Manu's Camp was within Dr. Gordon’s division,
distant from his mission hospital 65 or 70 miles, On the 15th of January Dr. Gor-
don had gone west with patients, calling at Mann’s Camp and taking one from thore,
Although requested to do so, and informed that there were two men sick complaining
of soro throat, ho did not visit them, saying, ns one of the witnesses states, that he
could not spend all his time at one camp; and by another, ho would see them on his
way back. Dr. Gordon denivs this, and says he thought he examined all tho patients
requiring his attention in Mann's Camp. But ho certainly did not seo McDonuld,
and Fraser, on this day, was at work.

: Mann roturned to his camp from the east on the 16th or 16th, the day after
MoDonald had fallen sick. So far as the ovidence shows, it does not appear that
McDonald's illness was brought specially to his attention until the day beforo or the
morning that thoy loft. He eays that two days before his uttention was drawn to
a aick man in oamp, and at first ho thought that MecDouald was the man, but after
wards ho ascertained that it was another man that was sick and not MoDonald,
MoDonald was thorefore sick in camp from tho 15th to the 20th without medical aid
or other attendance in the way of nursing. For at least two days before ho left ho
took very little if any food, and on the morning he left was certainly not in a con-
dition to start upon such a journey.

Kennedy, the partner of Mann, was at the camp on the morning he left, and
scems to havo had a suspicion that the disease from which McDonald was sutfering
was diphtheria, and he and Mann appear to have beon anxious that the men should
be sent out of camp. It does not seem to have occurred to them, or *f it did, they
did not act upon it, to isolate the patientn‘ or to send for a doctor. The excuse given
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that the doctor had gone west and it would likely take some dnys to reach him,
d they took upon themselves the responsibility, without a doctor's order or cer-
ticate, to send the men forvard.

The history of the journoy has been traced. At Bull's Head the men were in o
ploratle condition, Thoy remained there sufficiently long-to have procured D,
oy’s attendanco if prompt action had been taken. Corporal Hilliam, of the
ounted Police, finding that u doctor hnd not been summoned, on the morning after
eir arrival sont for Dr. Roy, but ho did not arrivo until the men had left, and Mr.,
ampbell, the agent of the company there, took upon himsolf without a doctor’s
rtificate to order the man in charge of the ambulance to take tho men forward,
thougi Corporal Hilliam had forbidden him tw do so. ‘Iney arrived at Pinchor
reolz botweon four and five in the afterncon. Tho company's agent, although
tormed of their arrival, pluced them in a box car wholly unfit for their reception,
1l did not wee to it that they had propor attendance even thore, nor did he cuuse
o doctor to be sent for until 8 o'clock 1n tho evening, although only 4 miles distant,
id where they died,

It has bean urged beforo me that the patients ought nover to have been sont
rward, and in this view I concur; but having been sent thoy should have received
ory difforent treatment upon the road, and having renched Bull’s Iead they ought
ot to have been permitted to go further, and the doctor should have been summoned.
aving, however, been sent on at theinstance of the company’s officer then in chargo,
ey should have been properly cared for on the way and on their arrival at Tth
ding. This duty, in my judgment, foll upon the company and their officers
ationed at that point. It is truo that cases of contagious diseases weronot expected
1oro, but sick persons were constantly boing sint down, and provision should have
oen made, such as that suggested by Dr. Mowwunrn, in December, for tho reception
 patients, This requost of Dr. Mewburn to provide acar properly heated and
ippliod with bunks for the reception of patients sent dowi. to the end of the track
ot having been complied with, it was tho plain duty of the company’s efficer at
1t point to exercise all diligenco in making the men comfortable and supplying
ediecal aid.

1t has also bien urged before me that as there was an isolation hospital within
mile and a half of Mann's Camp the men should have beon taken there. Doubtless
1is would have been done had a doctor been summoned, but it must also be remem-
ered thav Dr. Mowburn himself says that the contractor would not have beon justi-
ed in taking tho men to a dipbtheria isolation hospital except upon the authcrity of
doctor, lest a pativnt not suffering from that disesase might have been placed in
nminent peril, and no provision was made for contagious disenses except as they
030,

In the present cuse, while it appears that Kennedy, Mann's partner, was suspi-
ous that the men were sutfering from that disease, Mann denies that he had-uny -
ispicion of that fact, and also denies that he had any knowledge that there were
ationts sutfering tfrom diphtheria isolated near his camp. Ifit were intended that
ontractors should sond pationts suffering from any contagious disease to the quaran-
no hospital near Maun's Camp they ahould have been notified and so instructed,
ut the fact is, that this quarantine hospital was estaivished to receive the cases of
iphtheria from Card’s Camp, and was not intended or ‘especially provided for the
ccoption of any other patients, although afterwards it was so utilized, and might
ave been used in tho present case had Dr. Gordon been summoned.

1t is said that tho systera of base hospitals was proforable to that of temporary
ospitale. In my view it is not aquestion of alteraative systems, The baso hospitals
hould have been supplemented by temporary hospitals supplied with tent and stove
or isolating any case of contagions disease that might arise,

The conolusion at which I have arrived is that the medical system as carried
ut on the line, at least down to tho time Fraser and MoDonald died, wus inadequate
) the reasonable requiroments of the case; and that chiefly arose from the lack of
omporary hospitals, and from the faot that the doctors in charge had too many
ilos to oover within their respective districte, I am further of opinion that tho
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circumstances being as they were, the men ought not to have been removed from
the camp, but that a doctor should have been summoned, cither Dr. Gordon, or if it
were thought he was too far west, Dr.Roy. That the accommodation provided for
their removal was insufficient, and the lnck of stimulants and nourishment and other
proper care and treatmeont was inhuman and withont excuse. That their detention kS
for 26 hours at Bull’s Head afforded ample time to have there procured a doctor,and -
their dangerous condition whiloe thore wus so manifest that I can find upon tho ovi. S
dence beforo mo no excuse for this neglect, nor for their having been sont forward, B

neither can I find oxcuse or pallintion for the inhumanity with which they were 8 '
treated whon they arrived at 7th Siding,

Tt bas aleo beon urged bofore me, and some evidence was given to the offcct that
the system adopted upon this road was better thun that omployed in tho construc. Jis
tion of other lines and the men bettor served. It may be so, and if so it but §
emphasises the following suggestions which I beg to offer:—

1. The number of men working upon the road who became ill and wero treated
by the medical staff is, I think, abnormally large. With o particularly healthy K8
climato and sufficiently good food, how does it happen that there should be in the 3N
neighbourhood of 1,500 men requiring treatment in a total aggregato of 2,000 to 4,000,
and all within the space of less thana year? This, it is plain, is not attributable in any ¥
way to the medical staff, and the reason for it must bo sought elsewhero; and I B89
vonture to think we have not far to look for at least a partial cause. In what [am B
about to say I do not desire to draw any invidious distinetion between. the different B
camps upon the line, or the accommodation provided in each camp, but L refor to FENN
the result rather with the object of making some suggestions for the future, 'There
must have been an utter disvegard of the simplest laws of heslth somewhero, and [
think it may be found in the lack of sanitary conditions in the camp, How is it
possiblo that sickness could be uvoided where fifty or ‘sixty men oceupy a bunk- |8
house 24 x 40 foet with seven feot ceiling, and no ventilation provided ? ~ Is it any 8
wonder that some of tho camps were described as hospitals, and that sometimes
twenty mon at a time would be unfit for work, meantime paying their board and 8
losing their time? Tho suggestion 1 venture to offer in this regard is, that in large 38
public works of this naturc there should be some form of health irsjection, and R
probably the ease could be met by appointing the government engineer upon the
works and the chiof medical officer a board of health to enforce reasonable sanitary
regulations. This upon the part of the government would not incur additional B
oxpense, and with trifling incroase of cost to tho contractors would, I am satisted, B
onormously decrease the number of sick, and in tho end bo a great saving to the
contractlors themselves,

2, [ bog further to suggest that in large public works of this naturo, at a dis- I8
tance from cities or whoro hospital accommodation cannot bo had, provision should be
made for ficld hospitals within such distance of each othor, having regard to’the [
location and the number of men employed, so that patients might be cared for with- B
out endangering their lives, until they could with safoly bo sent to base Lospitals,
and that contractors should bo dirceted to providoe or bo supplied with a tent and
stovo for the purpose, where in caso of emorgency a pationt suffering from contagious
disesse might be isolated at once and so not cndanger the rest of the men in the
camp.
I')I‘ho:, Canadian Pacific Railway afforded every facility for tho investigation, and
promptly complied with all requests for the production of papers and documents
bearing upon tho matter. I desire also to acknowledge tho assistance recoived from
the nble countel who atfended on their behalf, and on behalf of Mr. Hugh Maon
and Dr. Mead,

T have the honour to transmit horewith the evidence taken under this commis- S
sion and tho plans, papers and exhibits thevein referred to, .

R. C. CLUTE,
Commissioner,

Dated the 17th day of January, 1899.
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