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DEPARTEEIT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE: - R

To the Honourable Albert Sevigny,
Secretary of Stete of Canada.

Honourable 3ir,

inu compliance with the rrovisions of the
Commission dated July 26th, 1917, under the Great Seal
of Canada, aprointing me a Commigsioner to conduct an |
enquiry into the sufficiency oi a retition of electors
of the City of Quecbec, in the Province §f Quebec, pray-
ing that Part II of the Canada Temperance Act be brought
T e ———gpngo - foree—in-the-8aid--eity;—I-beg leave-to.repori that ... ..
I proceeded to Quebec and on lMonday, July 30th, 1917,
I orened an enquiry with the assistance of Mr. Aime
Dion, K.C., -of Quebec as Counsel and Mr, Henri Auguste
Siroig as Clerk, in the present of Mr,Paul Lacoste,K.C.,
of Montreal and Mr, Charles Fremond, both rerresenting
the anti-prohivitioners and Mé. Ad justor Rivard, K;C.,
of Quebec, for the prohibitioners,

At the orening of the segsion, at the Court
house of the City of Quebec, my Commission was 1'ead and
¥r. P, Lacoste moved a motion for tho ad jourmment to the

morrow, in order to have more time to communicatior with

hig clients. There being no oprosition from ;ﬁe other
rarties the motion was granted,

On Tuesday, July 3lst, 1917, at 10 a.m., all
rarties being rerresented, I- i‘eiﬁﬁé“ﬁéd“‘t}i'é' “angquete and
1 called 6n Mr. Paul lacoste to produce his witnesses

&
and proceed with the case. Mr. Lacoste contended that it

vas first to the prohibitioners to produce in couft the
vitnesses vho had taken the signatures hhown in the
yetitions,

"¥r. Rivarad



-2—
Mr.kivard for the prohivitioneirs ocontended on the

contr'ary that the affidavits annexed to the petitions

wefe oomﬁlete in every detail, and they would have to

8tand as long as new witnesses were not pioteSting to

the contrary, 1 supported Mr. Rivard's view. Mr. Lacog

te made a declaration that in that case he could not
proceed at once and moved a motion for a 8ixty days!
delay to further examine the retitions themselveg and
rrepare his defence., Mr, R;vard objected to that delay
being granted and evoked the great prejudice hig client
would cuffer if the case was postroned any lenger.

I realized that the point was very important, the
rublic having already had all the delay fixed by Sectio

8 (b) of the Tempel'ance Act for examination of “the

_retition, when on the other hand the Department had

given until the 23r4d July, 1917, for preraration of the
defence, Moreover, I did not like to take upon myself
to create the precedent and I rreferred to adjourn sine
die and report to you. I submit that the sixty days!
delay should not be-gramted tor the aforesaid reasong
and before proceeding any further with the enguiry I
viould like to have your views on the question,
I hayevthe honour to be,
Siy,
Your obvedient servant,

(8gd) Oscar Coderye,

Ottawa, August 6th, 1917,




70 BH72 EXOBLLBECY
THE GOVERNOR GENSRAL IN COUNOIL,.

Tha undoraitmqq ‘has' the honour to report that
on or about the 2£nd ofllay 1ast,a patition vas received
from certain olestors of the City of (Ousbea,in the
Trovinee of Quebeo.praying that Part IX of the Canrda
Temperance -Aot might bo brought into force i1 that
City and that the votes of a11 tho elootora of thy

city mtght be taken for and against the adoption of
such patition,

That the petition appeared to satiefy the
requiremonts of the Aot dboth as to the number of
signatures roquired end in respeot of the ovidence
sccompanying 1t;but deolarations having heen made by
oppanenta of the petition alleging serious defeots
theroin, the undersipgned doemed it advisable to hold
an enquiry under the Xnquiries Aot to dotermine definitely
ae to the auffioloncy of the potitions

that Osoar Coderrc,an officer of the Dopartment

of the Seoretary of State,was accordingly commissloned by =

Your Excellenody in Gounmoil upon the recommeAdation of
the undorsigneatho conduat suoh enquiry,and has now

mades report to the undersigned of the proocecdings thereat
to the effoot that the opponeﬁta of the patition without
endeavoring to substantiate their allegations asked for

8 postponement of the enguiry for aixty anys,




Ih oonasideration of suoch report and also of the
fact that the opponents of the petition had already been ..
allowed more then two months to produce evidence of the
defeots alleged,the unaeraighéﬁl 18 of the opinion
that the 1osue of the Proclamation for a vote ohould ho
longor be delayed and he recommonds that a roclamation
dc iosue acoordingly eprointing a day for taking the
votes of the eleotors on the p?tltion.

—-—-—---Re- farther recommends that the Order-in-Council -

authorizing such Froslamation rhould aunthorize him to

£4x tho day on which the poll for toking the votes of

the electors for and againat tho petition shall be held

end to name tho Returning O0fficer for the purpose of taking
on that day the votes of the oleoto_rs and porfornming the
other duties required by the statuteiand to f£ix the place
whore and the day and bour when such Returning 0fficer shall
eppoint persons %o attend at the verious polling places

or atations,and at the final summing up provided dy the
Aog.ana to f£ix the place whore and the day and hour when
the votes of the eleotors shall be eummed up and the

result of the polling deolared.

A1l of which 48 respeotfully submitied.

Aoting Seoretary of State.

Ottewa,18th August,1937.



