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~ HOW SHALL QUARTZ MINING IN THE YUKON BE ADMINISTERED?
(a) Under & governing statute only, as at
- -present, or T =

(b) under regulations entirely, as-is presently
the case in the Northnst Torritoriaa;

() wnder & goveming statute which should

provide for regulations in certain
matters,

« XSTO T

Before-proceedingto-the—consideration of what should be the

character of the measure of edministretion, it would be well to review
the history of the administration of the minercl resources under control

of the Government of Canada.

MINERAL REGULATIONS, 1884, 1887, 1898 & 1908

The first regulations to govern the disposal of Dominion Lands con-
taining minerals, other then coal, were approved by order in council in 1884
end emendments were made in 1887. In both csses four-post staking was the
method provided. Further ;mendmnts made in 1898 were referred to as
~ "Quartz Mining Regulations" in which two-post steking was provided, presum-
ably influenced by the laws of British Columbia. In that year for the first
time reference was made to the regulations as governing the disposol of ‘quartz '

mining claims on Dominion Lends in Manitoba, and the North-West Territories

was mentioned for the first time in the "Remlnf.ions for the Disposal of

quartz mining claims on Dcainion Landa.

strict of Yukon. )lnl%BtheﬂYukon Territory

~— DMPROVIMENTS SOUGHT IN MINERAL Ammxsrrmngu

As early as 1901 thore had been soma aritation in Br‘ltiqh Columbia

to allay the 111s of the day, uaid to ba, "excesuive t.axation and oppressive
legialation", and 1n 1904 a writer (IAxgene Coste, one of the cutstanding min-

-ing engineers of his day) in a restrained sutmissien, "Suggested Improvements =~ 0

in the Mining Laws of Canada®, asked the question "Ave our laws lacking in

some essentiel details? If so, is there any way of betterment."”



He offerec two suggestions - o - R

1. The necessity for better and continued
assessment work

R C o5 " 7 "

Earlispent of Capada.

In 1920 9;_499._?9!".Pl'"ﬂntid.-rto-‘.tho-~Gma§iynfif.[‘[_i_§f‘imt,a of Wining

‘end Metallurgy, ‘at Torento, vy H . Mortinmer Lamb, secretary of the In-
stitute, "Deficiencies in Cenadian Mining Taws - & Plea for Improvement
and Unification" » Buggested that -

T 2. The framing of a Nodel Act for the Dominion,
It developed at that time that tne mining industry considered the
laws too complex, the provisiong uncertain, lacked clarity, as well as

uniformity within a Province ang between the Provinces, There was o

definite distrust of the order ip council. It was contended that the

granting of titles by that px"oévedure was aggravating and unsatisfactory,

A $480e not fixed atute w ked upon a3 wnstable s .

. DA M CT, 1912-13" - - ' ‘
A draft bill, baged on principles advocated by the Institute, wag
- cearefully revised and sent to Ottawa byt "unforttmatoly other business

deemed to be more pressing was given precedence®. However, "The Canada

Mines Act" was prepared for the 12th Cenadian Parlisment - 1912-13. Ip

Yo proposed Aot four-post staxing wag to-

" this Act was shelved and hed 1t been pessed would have gone long way to

improve conditions in the acquisition and tenure of mineral lands ip the
Yukon Territory.

—==""-~ The Act applied to the provinces of ﬁnnitoba, Saskatchewan and

Alberta, MMLTJEMM and the Norttruv‘eqt_ Terr’itoriqs,,,,_Hnd,_,ﬂmap;t‘ggi;;_;,_,_;;_;;—,;;;;v_i.::v

,A,_..baenwpas.sed'—'theré‘:"wm&"h‘G"be'%_éb_Kd_ necessity for ™me Yukon Quartz Mi.

ning Act" enacted 1:71'1954,'“and vhich with some amendments has_ remained in
~ force to this day. | |

_used. Unfortunately too
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-PRESENT DAY MINERAL
As matters stand now the provinces of lle.nitoba and Saskatchewan

and the Northwest Territories are alone in the governing of tho. disposal
of their mineral lands by Regulations under an act. Othor provinces how- |

over sre insistent on hav'.mg Acts‘tﬁﬂm ct*&iuhttom by ordorc 1n R —
“ecouncil for such disposal. There is in the Yukon en inherent dotami.nution o
that an Aot should prevail. Vhile I do not share that feeling with the
mining people of the Yukon I am Qf the opihion that a compromise, mutually

.- gatiafactory to the Government’of Canada and the people of the Yukon.

Territory can be devised.
It is my considered opinion that the mining fraternity in the Yukon
would be satisfied with an Act and Regulations provided there are safe-
guards written into the Act to protect them from “the whims and fancies
of Mi.nistors or government officials who may desire to slip something
“over at the instance of the big interests who can get to Ottawa overnight - -
particularly from Torouto." (The words in quotations were repeated to me
over and over again in the Yukon. A comparative stranger is at a disad~-
vantage in allaying fesrs, fancied or otherwise. Yet it is only feir to
the people of the Yukon to sdd that British Columbia also has the same

fear of orders in Council.)

DETAILS AND POLICY
I cited in discussions that some matters should be matters set |

out by Act, while others would find a better place in regulations.
‘l’he administration of mining claims can be handled much better by

regulationeg whore matters of ¢atail are concerned. In tura the regulations

‘should be tied to an Act so that parliamentary- sotion would only bere=——— ———
. qu:lrod in matters of higher policy.
S s oalls for some elucidation beceuse -of-the interrelation.of .

thn Terms of Roference Nos. I and II. In g previous paragraph I stated ™t -
_is my considered opinion that the Yukon would be satisfied with en Aot and

" Regulations provided tiere are safegusrds written into the Act to protact

thenm.*
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“Whatprotect_ion does tha Yukon prospectur desire?® umay be

asked. Well, the outstanding one at the moment is that against reservations
or concessions. bnd from anothqr side there will come the quory "Is the
progreas of the Yukon to be held buck just to meet the fancles of a few

proepect.gra whose efforts, worthy and all as they lLave been in tha past,

“are “outmoded in the light of modern mineral development?® =
There are then two problems to be met.

1. Shall the prospectors in the Yukon be protected in an
Act, and if 80 how long? or

<7 "Has the time come when-reservations and concessions-

- .___ghould be granted? _— -

I vill eni:savour to meet these queries in discussing Terms of
Reference No. IXI. There are areas in which "Science will have to come to
tho aid of tha Prospector". That of itself is an admission that a changing
sltuation has come into the fielc of prospecting. In the newer art of
prospecting the work must be taken over by those groups which have the
finances to undertake cosﬁy exploration.

On the other hand I believe that the day of the Yukon , ispectors
‘is not over. However, I recognize that the Government of Canada charged
as 1t 11‘3 with thé administration of the mineral resources in both the Yukon
and the Northwest Territories has a duty to perform in getting the best and
~the most out of these resources. That will demand careful surveillance of

the progress or retrogression in the art of prospecting. The time may come

---when reservations and-concessions should be. granted in order that the mineral =

development shall not be held back.
But let me say it is my belief that the hard-working prospector in

the Yuion deserves support. There are still thé remote areas in the north

- of thé"Yﬁéﬁ“nf;—?ﬁé‘“j‘:ﬁa’éﬁ“&éﬁd;" The;; ‘sre not easy to Lﬁs'tfat—irt&;%b%%éé{m —

to explore. They are wide-open for the financial group which has the means

to send out scout.,.

I may be pointed out here that the large acreages now, desired

by base metal operators particularly, have been met by exploration companies

in the Yukon without recourse to reservations or concessions.



T leims was-done by Regulations. The Yukon Placer Mining Act was not-enacted

" “the use of cairns, —ﬁit‘rucoxﬂinz of -clatns;-the granting of leo.aea and

e e~ THEREFORE _RECOMMEND_that._the rights of the prospector to

-s-
\

prospect and stake claims anyvwhere in the Yukon Territory be protected by
stetute and that all administrative procedures of such prospecting and

strking including tha nunber and size of claima, tha method of ataking,

all other matters coxmected with the disposal of mining rights ghould be

provided for by regulations.

PLACER MINING

In Terms of Reference- No. I, "Placer Nining" is included in the

directive. I deem it advisable to comment on this aopars.toly aince “Q\mrtz _
Mining" and "Placer Mining" in the'Yukon Territory are now administered -
under two sepurate Actis.

At & meeting of the executive of the Dawson City Chanmber of Mines,
held Hay 28, 1 was invited to be present. That meeting was of interest in
that the chairman, llr. A. Bai.rd chiof accountant of the Yukon Consolidated

Gold Corporation Limited, was one of the pioneers who ceme from Australia

“to the Yukon in 1898. Further there were othe:s preaent who had been born

and lived in Dawson City ell their years. There was 1lso one member of the
Yukon Territorisl Council present, ¥r. V. Mellor, and somwe of the smaller

operators on the creeks. It should be borne in mind that the operations of

the Yukon Consolidated Gold Corporation Limited greatly overshadow those'of -

— the. other placer mines in the Yukon today. 7

‘The chairman recalled that in 1900 a similar meeting had veem neld— — —

shen the late Mr. Justice Britton, Supreme Court of Onterio, ceme to the Yukon

to study placer mining problems. At that time the disposal of placer mining

until years later, i.e. 1906

The Dawson srea placer mining operstors are- 4ntent-on retaining--.“their R

Act". They say that ftheirs® is the best -Act—in-America and much superior to .

anything in the adjoining Aleaskan Territory.
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_..."iho is behind all these changes"; they ask, "when we are well satis-.

fied with what we have?" They talked of some amendment that might be made in
section 89, end of a clarification that could be made in section 26.
In view of the harmony that prevails esmong the placer miners it does
e not—appear -to-be-an-opportune time-to set-about using regulations instend of =

an Act.
I WOULD THEREFORE SUGGEST THAT any repeal or considerable amendment

to the Yukon Placer Mining Act be held in abeyance.

TERMS OF REFERENCE - NO. II

SHOULD THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCTL HAVE THE RIGHT

TO WITHDRAW AREAS FROM ORDINARY STAKING AND

TO GRANT RESCRV..TIONS OR CONCESSIONS BY PUBLIC
COMPETTTION?

AVERSION TO RESERVATIONS

In the matter of granting reservations or concessions by public
competition, the opinion expressed throughout my investipation was that
of aversion to any such procedure. Nowhere was anyone met vho was out-and-
out in favour of reservations or concessions at the present time -

oexcaept in very remote areas.

PROSPECTOR AND COMPANY
Naturally concessions do not eppeal to the individual prospector.

T mey point out here that the Yukon still has many of those intrepid
persons who prefer to prospect on a grubstake which financialif :l.nuxrrolve‘sﬂ .
only the contribution of field supplies by a partner who participates
with the prospector on a 50-50 basis in any discovery made or claims held.
| o 'Nveiﬂ.vm&r“éid I leam fhat any prospeéﬂor wdrking' for pay Qndmba'rti”ch

pation in & lessor percentage in any find or claim held, had any desire

to see any areas withdrawn from ordinary staking. And considering ﬂ\o- R

present time, for atiitudes may change as to exploration programmes, I

|}

could not find that any companies opsrating in the Yukon had opinions
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different from those of the prospectors. Rather did it appear that ex-

ploration companies were satisfied to rest their chances on their owmn
prospectors but not overlooking dealing with an independent prospector
‘who mede a find. It 48 recognized that most of the recent finds in the

_Yukon, as well as those of earlier years, were made by individual prospectors

- was mentioned by many interviewed. Yet I did not learn of any well considered

working on their own or assisted by a grubstaker. This is not the time to

discourage this class of prospector in any way.

PINE POINT CONCESSION

The Pine Point reservation or concession in the Northwest Territories

-

- objection to the arrangement made to deal with the Pine Point mineral deposit.

No comparable situation has yet been me. within the Yukon.

SCIENCE AND THE PROSPECTOR
In 1938 the "Economic¢ Survey of Manitoba® produced as part of its

effort, "The Mineral Resources of Manitobe." The following is quoted as

- the opinion of one who was known t6 be well-disposod to the prospector

yet mindful of the changing prospecting fleld - .

." In the past great credit has been given to the prospector,
vthe ploneer of the wining industry. His work made possible the
industry of today. Fhile it is admitted thet the examination of
minerallareas iéras yet'incomplete and to a large degree super-
ficial, signs are not wanting that the discovery of surface out-
crops is becoming a more difficult problem than it was. The ex-
tent of the mineral regions are fairly well known, in so far as
the Precambrian areas are concerned, much of it is covered by

“ overburden and lakes. “If thiése areas are to continus to produce - T <

as they heve in the past, more discoveries will have to be made

- and it would appear that in order to do this, science will bave
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A GEOLOG1ST'S OPINION

Baving regard to the c}i&*ﬁ?imﬁm‘i‘rtm?m“nvma-to-m&afe;—-
view with e gerlogiet highly estsensd for his kanowledge of an? his interest
in the Yuxoun Teriitory. 1l value his comments made to me as most authoritative
btecause they are bused on geological ovaluation., "The time has not yet come
;yheﬁrf&dorvatiéniAormééﬂééséidnsAhaﬁé éhy'piaﬁé'ih.tﬁa mineral development =
(hard-rock) of the Yukon, othe: tham for oil or remote areas. Conditions
_mey change but not in the immediate futurs as the day of the prospector is
far from over in the Yukoa". This is u sumnary of his comments.

Let me udd that Aespite the efforts of claim stakers and others who\
scek roal‘eataﬁe of large acoreage rather than property that can be developed,
the honest hard-working prospector is deserving of continued support as he
bel ieves as many other conscientious people do that the Yukon still has finds
to be made.

I BELIEVE that a healthy condition exists in the Yukon insofar as

the individual prospector is concernes ant that the time has not yet come

when

"The Governor in Council should be given the right

to withdraw areas in the Yukon Territory from ordinary
steking or to grant reservations or concessions by
public competition.,"

I would recommend that the granting of reservations or concessions

be reviewed if and when conditions change.

TERMS OF REFERENCE - NO, III‘ 

TWO AND FOU'R POST STAKING, WHICH?

- e . DTVERSE-OPINIONS RE-STAKING PRESENTED TO ME —
This question proved to be the most contenticus given to me for
investigation. There-is a-markec- division of opinion betwesn theuweatéknera.

“""and easterner. at to the merith-of-the-two methodse’ . .



TWO-POST STAKING

““"*“""—“~“—?ho—tvo-pest~ﬁothod~hnawhnd_yantn,Qf experience behind it and if one

turns to the history of prospesting it will be found that the two-post, or
single line, staking was a very realistic procedure in the days when one or

two claima were being .ocated by prospeotors who lived on their oclaims and

" abided faithfully by the- reguirements-of ”disoovetyﬂor_ynlngble mineral in

~~ places"  The wethod; 1t is admitted, wa,Ap&rtioulgplymauited.to.thﬂ,!tﬂkiﬂﬁhdwwﬂ.m

of one or two olaims in areas of rugged terrain. And in the placer diggings

it has served a useful and orfeotive purpoae - and p&rticularly oo when

guided by a surveyed base line.

Those prospectors who had lived in British Columbia or the Yukon
have grown up with two-post staking. Yet it is paseing strange that in a
terrain as rugged as either British Columbia or the Yukon, Alaska has held
to the four-post method = or should it be referred to as ®goven-post" for
three more posts are required to Aesignate the location Line.

The westerner views his two-post method with a fervour almost

vehement, aud ons at least has voiced his disregard to an eastern oounter-

part in the words, "If you don't like two-post staking out here you had better

go back east," However an easterner ‘desoribes it this way, "If a prospector

is selling claime that he hasn't got, the two-post staking 1e wonderful ."

FOUR=-POST STAKING

Now the eastern exploration and development companies have moved into

the Yukon in search of miqpralp,r They are unod to the rour-lino staking

dt:whigﬁ"b}SVSSIi'in all parts of Canada cast of Alberta. The easterner with

the wherewithal to oarry om exploration and development is sensitive of the

fact that the four-post ataking‘haa merits tha. the westerner fails to ap-

___preciate. The method gives better definition:-to the location of the olaim, .

for his company wants to know where the claimg are and what are their

boundaries,

r..

_ The easterner says, “If a clahn is wnrth staking it is worth putting

in four posts™. Another oanternor in remarking that two-post staking oroatoa -

fractions and.oonfuaion, adds, "The Yukon is fraction conscious®, And it

{8 woll known that ‘even simple fractions may have a nuisance oomplex.
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MODERN TRENDS

i ®ych is_the_situation in the Yukon. And in spite ol diversity of*

opinion it has become apparent today thart the trend is towards larger claim
groups, hased either on their location in respect to known discoveries or

upon thuir cheuces as geological or geophysical "bets".

- ---The -acquisition of mining claime has, however, undergone many modd-

-——f1ications-since -the introduction of two-post staking. It is now gemerally .

agreed that the more obvious mineral exposures heve received more thun a

proliminary glance in most areas of Canada. Hence the opportunity presented
_to any single individual of making a "discovery inm place" is becoming more

and more unlikely. Mining companies“Qithout~excoption t&dqy look for

areas oomprising many claims on which to undertake geological or geo-

physical work prior to diamon? drilling in the hope of locating ore de- ‘

posits that may be buried beneath lakes, muskog, glacial ~ebris or, in

gome instances, an overlying veneer of younger consolidated roocks.

There is also a trend expressed in some Provincial Acts of acquiring
concessions in remote areas by a licence fee acoompanied by a guarantee of
work in the form of a refundable bond. All of which leads to the question
“Should ‘the Yukon Territory change from the two-post to the four-post method

- of staking claims?"

COMPARISON OF TWO-POST AND FOUR-POST STAKING

Attention has already been directed to the rggt that the money for

__exploration and development is coming from outside and particularly from

. ... the east. Wnat are the points of contention that eastern interests desire -
to have settled? Thuy feel that the four=post staking offere a measure of
security of tenure that is lacking in the two-post staking. It is rea-

sonable thegwfor thpWintoreuta putting up the monoy to ask the people of

the Yukon to co-operate in this regard. To that en? it would be advigable

to set out the Pros and Cons of the two staking methods in the hope that

.

_and understanding may be reached amicably. -

THE TWO-POST METHOD

PROs

oY It s easy and-simple

2. It 35s quick and adaptable to a rugged country
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i Be. 1t has boen used for many years

4 It 4s readily understood by the less than average prospector.

Ccoxs

1. It creates fractions X

2. Leads to oconfusion byibvarlapping.dr stakingse

3. lacks definition and accentuates uncertalinty

N 4+ No guarantes that a mineral ooourrence will be adequately
- mco%‘“r..;a ...BAy ».ﬁhi. ’ﬁotﬁﬁ"ﬂ‘"@'r""takiﬁs R Y L B S AL 8 1.8 A 8 1A U L1 AR A1 L et S P18 155 e = i e ot b 2 e o 208 £
;rﬁ.rwﬁgﬁp;rga great skill to stake accurately although on the
face it appears simple. - Competent persons advise that
they can stake without having fractions. Can the average
prospector be entrusted to do likewise?

6. Ineffective in a staking rush.

7. -Makes the pfoliminary keeping of adequate plens in the
Mining Recorder's office a virtual imposeibility.

8. How oan a prospedtor tell that he is doing representation
work on his own ground? If 8o, why is subsection 2 of
section 64 necessary?

9. Purchasers of a claim are becoming mors reluctant to make
deals without knowing somothing real about the boundaries.

10. Difficult to pin down offenders against the staking regula-
tions. If is easy for thy offender to say "I didn't kaow 1
was on the other fellow's claim." L -

X In'the matter of oreating fraotions,»considered a weakness of the

two-post method of staking claims, attention is directed to a glaring inoon=
sistency in the Yukon Quarts Mining Act. The maximum area of a claim is
set by section 20 (3), or section 84 at 51.65 acres, yet provision is made

by section 82 to include a fraction within the claim and further by section

83 - a_Dominion Land Surveyor mey, in surveying a fractional olaim, do
8o to oontain all unoocuﬁied groun® lying betwoen the previously located

“claims making for an acreage in either case of 60 acres. This 1s contrary

- to the spirit of two-post staking which sesks to hold a claim to a maximum

of 51.66 acres. ihat happens when the acrougs iz over €01 —Is there still — — - ——
a fraction left?

FOUR-POST STAKING

."inoiu,,w”.,

1. Makes for definition and avoids confusion even before a
claim is actually surveyed.




—————tnhose- financially able to develop the mineral resources of the Yukon, to

Se

Roduoces fractions to a minimum

Provides a prospector who follows after an original dis-

4.

CON:
1

2.

—boundaries of the claim. _

covery or a previous staking, with inrormation'by'which -he
can better locate his olaim.

Mukes for better preliminary mepping of the location of a
claim in the Recorder's orfico

The purchaser of a clahnwhnsua vory fair idea of the

_ﬂuaken for uniformity with another Territory administered
by the Government of Canada - which seems desirable regards

less of the difference of their terrain.

Takes longer to stake than with tho two-post method

Ie 1nconvenient in rugged terreain.

In the final analyais the strongest argumont ‘used in favour ui

two-post staking is that it is better adcpted to the rugged western terrain.
In fact it is ebout the only reasonable argument offered.
simple and quick is hardly acceptable whore a matter of acquiring title o

mineral land is involved.

does not measure up to modern needs.

That it is easy,

An? with changing conditions in the asquisition
~of mineral claims the fact that the two-post method has been used for yea 9

Nor is the four-post staking any more

difficult to understand than the two-post method although it must be admitted

that it domands moré work.

asked by a prospector -

"Do you want to do it right, or do you want to do it easy?”

All of which prompts the inclusion of e question

1 AM OF THE OPINION THAT four-post staking can be and shoulA be

T AN CONVINCED™ FURTHER THAT if the proapeceing fraternity of the

~ used in the Yukon Territory ﬂeepite the many areas of rugged terrains -~

Yukon accept the four-post atdking as an endeavour to improve the prospector-

purchaser relations in their Territory, it should stimulate the interest of

the mutual advantage of all concerned.

The presernt Yukon Quartz Mining Act, section 26, has provisions

for the staking out of & claim "in case it is found impossible, owing to

the presence of water or other ﬁnsurmountable obatacle to set Post No. 2

in its proper position, otc. seeess "
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1AM CONFIDENT ir study bo mde of this. provis fon for witness

posta then an effeotive plan can be deﬂnd ror rour-post staking.

Bovmrer, some uuggeation has been made that the ho-poot”luktn; e
could be used in some areas and the four-post in othera. Thie would not

be a cbmpronile, rather would it lead to move confusion.

IN l(Y OPINION it 1a one method or the other, and I have expressed

_myself as being in ravour or four-poat staking.

TER]IS OF REFERENGE - No. IV

e SHOULD THERE BE A TIME LIMIT WITHIN WHICH
. A CLAIM HOLDER MUST ARRANGE FOR THE SURVEY
OF HIS CLAIM AND WHETHEK UNDER THE PRESENY
e ~ REGULATIONS THE MINISTER TS JUSTIFIED IN
DEMANDING THAT THE UNSURVAYED CLAIMS-SHOULD- - . .
-~ BE SURVEYED WITHIN-A REASONABLE TIME, SAY = ==
WITHIN ONE OR TWC YEARS? -

The matter of the survey of a claim is dealt with in Seotion 76-87
of "The Yukon Quarts Mining Aot". Section 79 provides that a survey of a
ola.im shall be made w:lthin one }-'ear of notice from the Minister to do so
but thnt such notice shall not be given until one year after the claim
is rooordod. In other woras the claim holder wouls havo ac least two
years in whioh to have a survey made,
" It would have been advisable to have ordered surveys when Dominion
Land Surveyors were mcre readily availille than they are now. In rooqnt
years it would have been all but impouible tc find such surveyors Md
the Minister ordered the surveys, With the two-post method or staking 11'.
"”iiii:l?i"'hiv'e sérved a very useful purpose had. such an ordor“boon onforoed
by the )linhur aome—yun AgOs. . »

The province of British Columbia which operates under the two-

poat method of staking doos not appear to have a provision in.its "

— __®yineral Act" similar to that of aeotion 79 1n the Yukon Guart: Mining Acte

However,the holder of a claim in British Columbia cannot obtain a ﬂcortlo

.+ __picate of improvements leading up %o @ Crown-Granf until he has had the

...claim surveyed by an authoriged land surveyors . .
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J AM OF THE OPINION THAT the Minister should have the right to
demand that an unsurveyed olaim be survevor within a reasonable time -
depending on ths clroumsinnoes that may arims.

TERMS OF REPERENCE - NO. V

SHOULD A CLAIM HOLDER BE COMPELLED .
TO TAKE OUT A LEASKE WITHIN A CERTAIN
' PERION OF TIME?

Perusal of the Yukon Quarte Mining Act. chap. 301, n.s.}osz.

with particular reference to msction 49 (chattel interest), 53 (re-
presentction work or payment in lieu thoredf) Anﬂ 63 and 64 (title), M
does not reveal that a lease must boe taken out within a certain time.
Yot there may be an implication despite thu wording with regerd to
representation work, in section 5% (1)," .. and during such year and each
succeedin; year auch looator shall do eeees wWork ......to the value of
one hundred dollars ...," and that the term of such work is limited to
five yeurs if reference be made to the Aot to the payment of either $400
(sec. 53 (1)) or $600 (gec. 63 (1)) and (sec. €4 (1)).

In direction the Yukon Aot follows that of “The Mineral Act of

British Columbia™. I would at this point make nome.oﬁmmenta on the
‘s;tnation existing in other proviﬁoes by way of comparison with that of

British Columbia’ and the Yukon Territory.

~ LIMITS OF HOLDING CLAIMS BEFORE LEASE OR PATENT

ip examination be made of the Acts and Reguktions in force in
(atario, Manitoba and Saskatchewan, it will be found that a limit of five
years after the recording of a claim is set for the taking out of a patent
or lease, a8 the case may be. This limit, it may be said, has not met with
mﬁch, if any, objection. |
HOW CLAIMS ARE ACQUIRED IN ) EBEC

By way of further comparison attention is directed to the method

of aocyuiring claims in ebec. This, while diflerent from the other prévinces



cited, ls restriotive as to the time of holding & olaim “efore pntont

(or leaao in some cases), Briefly, Quebec requires firet of all that &

procpecting licunce be takou oul = charpe 310 - good for one yvar. If
at tho expiry of that time the holder desires to continue holding the olaim
he must take out a development licence - charge $10 - an® pay reantal of
$10 to 820 a Yyear depending on the distance of tﬁe claim from the mining
recorder'a officea - over or unter 100 miles.

Following a period of development, depundent on the wish of
the holder, a patent (or lease) may be applied for but is granted only ifr
the holder has proved that on the claim there exists a mineral deposit of
eoonomic value which can be brought into produotion. This Quoboc method .
has its merits and even in spite of its cost has proved satisfactory to
the Provinoe's Department of Mines.

LONG YEARS OF CLAIM HOLDING .
BEFORE LEASE IN THE YURON

Coming then to the consideration of the situation in the Yukon
Territory, I learned (and that wita surprise) that olaims have been held
there for as many as thirty years by the performance of representation work,
Some of those claims have been surveyed, others have hdt,'bu£'10a101‘héi;'
not been applied for. (It should be mentioned in passing that there a:e
olaims held by patent in the Yukon and taxes are collected. Some claims
have been cancelled for non-payment. of taxes. Attention is direoted to the
faot that patents for mineral claims issues under the prévlliona of the |
Dominigp Lands Aot gave way to leases at June 12, 1914),

DOUBT AS TO PERFORMANCE OF WORK

From information ventured to me, I may say that it is doubtful

in some cases in the Yukon Torr‘tory whether work sworn in hae aotually been
' perrormod. No concerted ofrort has ever boen mado to inspeot roproaonta-

tion work nor can the mining recorders be expected to make inspections

oxcept in extraordinary ocases.

- LONG TERM BEFORE LEASING NOT FAVOURED

Following ocareful enquiry in the Yukon Territory I did not meot
many people (interested in mining) who favoured a long period of holding a olaim



- 16 -

by virtue of work or payment in lieu thereof. The genernl feeling that I
sensed from interviews was - and in this L concar - that a reasonable time

ghould be allowed to prove up & claim before teking out a lease.

OLD TIME PROSPECTORS
Information given to me showed that some old-time prospectors in the

Yukon Territory had held claims for many years and in the end had been able
to dispose of them for worthwhile consideration?. A good prospector will ‘
work on his clam;, for he.is a man of peculiar yet commendable faith. There
are others, however, not so good who find it easier to sign an affidavit than

to do herd work. And unless the Government is prepared to have regular in-

spections made of claims for which work has been sworn in, the situation for

non-performence of work will not be corrected. In order to know that the pro-
visions of its Mineral Act are being observed, the British Columblia Department
of Mines is now carrying out spot inspections to verify whether or not vork
has actuslly been done. This ahox;ld have a salutary effect.

- Having regard them to the practices prevailing in British Columbis,
Sdskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec, and having learned ;bhe views of
many persdns in the Yukon "ferritory -

I SHALL NOW STATE AS MY CONSIDERED OPINION -
That a clain holder should be compelled to teke out 8 Jease

8 ble per .

Just what length of time that period should be may require some study.

It will call for

~—1. Congideration of the remoteness of the Yukon
Territory

« Vo hfpoai.tion of conditions inimical to the
best interests of the prospecting fraternity

3. An appreciation that the mining industry should
be afforded every opportunity to perform its
function in the field of exploration end
development.

MAY I THEREFORE SUGGEST THAT .




-7 -

And in order that_those presently holding claims may be broﬁght to0
comply with a time limit, quch as may be spplied to future claim holders,

I WOULD SUGGEST FURTHER THAT -

“No one should tie up mineral proporties 1ndafin1tely", was a statement
nmade .numy years ago when the question of tiile, whether patent or lease, was
. being studied. The leasehold does emdeavour to correct the "indefinitely®.

(sgd). George E. Cale, P.Eng.




