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‘ , fisher:r of L'ztang river has for a number of years past been

seining, ' ' !

. To enavle me to ma&e the investigation under -
‘<;}}ﬂ@£1/ oath, ar. Order-in-Council, of which I attach & copy, Wwas |
ﬁgﬁﬁj ‘f epproved on the 6th 1nst., appointingAa commissioner ﬂnaer ‘
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Sir,=- , : ?

In accordance with your:personal inst*uctions

I vrisited, Charlotte County, N.B., dnd on the 20th inuf.
maucted an invesiigation under oath at St. George, into the
repreientations that were subnitted to you, trat the sardine
.' -
falling off, owing to pollution of tlie water from a sardine i

cannery or canneries near the mouth of the river, and to

//// Chenter 104, Revi;ed Qtatutes of Canada, to inquire into <ne-
‘mattevr. '
| Cn Aucust sih ultino, Mr. J. Artnens ._'t,
wrote to the Minister stating in effect that fbr nine veurs i

past he had been trying to get some one 1nteresnea in the

conditiéhé“ébtﬁiﬁingmiﬁ"B’Etéﬁé"fiféff-tﬁéfwfimiﬁ"fhe Tome of

ardine herring, but herring feed at the surface and the

_ surfuce therefore must be rept clean or the herring vill i
The'Honourable,A T ' ‘ © 7 7 7 leave; butl ONesesees ~Ai
The Minister of Naval Service, | - 3
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but cn eccount o‘ re’use from canning plants, tha r»iver has

T beca steadilv failing, 28 more refuse had been boin‘ 1nto th »

Wl — - . A gt '
B NY . ‘_M,;*M river each Year; - &s an evidence of- this, 1ast veur in JULY i

3
rnot been c’ean, and for tha pust nine years the fishery hes - 1
i

1

i

t
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the cannery of hesq“s. Connors Bros. was cloged for repairs,

end during the time 1t was so closed, the fish,game'in and
rerained but went out vhen canning began; thnat tre fish still
‘cose into the riéer end go up about thfég milgs'yhen they
trike olly water, then they turn and run out. He also stated
that seining was allowed to €0 One - -
B : The substance of ir. Hatt's letter vas o
| *"un*cated to tle Inqpectow for the District vno reported
i that the only cannery now operating in the vicinicy of L!
’ i : - Ztang river, is Connors'Broaﬁ at Blagké Harpour, and ﬁéat no
01l or refuse 1s allcwed to escape therefronm into the river.
' " The refuse 1s cqnverted .fn‘po fertilizer and tle: 01l 18 all - '
% suved. Also with regard to seining, that as acggwas iﬁfcrm&-
tion that such wes bpeing carried on was received, attention
- ' wag given it, and it was stopped, &= lMr. Hatt vas 80 ad—
| vised; |
| ® Following this & petition from Kr. Hatt and
‘ ' othe:s vas forwar&gd to the Minister by Capt. Chas. Johnson,
k - of St. Georze, stating that tie fishery in the river has beeﬁ' -
cteadily failing for the past nine cr teﬁ vears, owing to :

'8 . : . ‘ Ceno
il ) pollution of the water dy refuse and floating grease, neainly

from liessrs. Connors Bros. cannery, and praving for an in-

vestigation into the mattsz by some one from outsidse tne

s { » —— gowntw ?ﬁﬁfis"fﬁmiii. ‘Pi%h—%%e_businessﬁﬁnﬂ—Fﬁe*h&S—Peﬂﬁﬁ%Y“*~——~
| . enough to report fairly the conditions @s they are. kr. ‘
%‘ o Johnson elso cdrplained of seininé and suggcested that{the

IR ':1 _____ 1nvestigation be undez oath. kence the 1nvest gation. - |

As 1* vas considered that the pet*tione*s

' ‘ and others 1ntarested 1n cae river fishary, would wil‘irgly

kh

attend tha .QO..‘...
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“ue investizatlon, 1t was not regarded necessex»:” to issue
subnocrza. The petiticners and othe* fisne-“e“ wcré udvised

ir. Johrﬁor, a“d tbe canner" ownero oy lett,:A_ﬁba

in2 investigation would s held at Coots! Hall, St. George,

-

on Tuasdzy the 213t inst., 2 Dom. ==2g wms com=. There was a

o (/wu
GL??‘”

considsranle-pumber presents—¥r, ratf‘VFg‘tné‘Tiféf‘Vifhess”
callad. His evidence is attu,hed. After he had buenexonined,

.

I asxed 1f there were any otliers of the petitionars or octher

Intinated that there did not gseenm to be; but he apneared

(‘P

o

is5fied vhat his evidence covered the grolnde.

Yr.e NoM. COnnfiacpf connors Bros. wus then

o

ceilbd. Hig evidence 1s also athacheds Capt. Chas. Johnson,

(’ﬁ/f\’(\
%3
oI gohnson nd Taite, vas then exaninsd. His evidenceiis also
e it de"elooed that the cannery oth.
Sutton Clarz, tre onlv otner on Oor near the river, Zad not
peen opened sinca 1t was closed last vear, and as threre vas

consideranle co iet in the evidence as to v et“e* o*l or

ORI S — - ——— o

recfuse is escaping from !essrs. c¢onnors canner:; end as the
objqu_gf the invesiigation was rather to determine i the
water 13 now being polluted, and if so, to aséertain what
vould require to be done 4o stop 1t; rather than the condi-
tion in vears gone by, I saw little to bhe gained by. taking

Turtner evidence, and that‘the end in view could beat ba
acnieved by visitine the plant. I consequently decided to do
50 next dey, and requested Mr. Katt and Mr. Jonnson to

eccompany me, which they dide.

L

L'ztung River is M7 miles long,- a traeing
of it 13 attached. Weirs are puilt about its moutn and almost
up its entire length. Blacks Harbour or Bay,~ chout cne miile

deep,~ branches off at the mouth of the river. lessrs.lonzors

Brog. cannery 1s nearly at the unver end of tho Xarhowr.

\Yeirs e.’.tcnd. [ R X3
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extend 811 zlenz one SHora- efm%ha Ha?ﬁth?.*?ﬁc e Te 0TI

pPrineipallr oj altoyet*~“ b ’essrs. dornors B*oc.

~

. Hatt'q e"1dcnoo is not cor"*na*n and S
mportant 1nstanuus he citod <0 p*ove his contentions \ere
— . evidentl;r hased on hsaar °ay and were foupd 't.o be inc ov"r'eut as

o - L/In /)
—% 13 evide ﬁc ed oy nis” statewon. that the cannery ha qhbqph

clcsed scme time for repaigs vlereas it tranapires that the
cannery was not closea at &ll througrout the souson, Iewsi
foex. He also stated that ;the decline in the river fishery
had been graduzl for the past seven or eight vears, and‘that
sueh was due io pollution of the water from lessrs. Connors
Bros. cannerve. He stated'further that the velrs in Blacks
Hornour nad not been seineld for seven 6r eicht years. lir.

Connors swors they were seined three vears ago vhen consider—
~ : Ty

ehle quantities of fish vere teren. ' .
Kr. Hatt testiffed that he had not been at the . &%
CT ., cennery this season at &ll, FKe testified further that vhen

I», Clark's cannery, wnich 13 located in Limeriln Cove at
. v: v not more &n about one cuarter of a nille from the »ain River, _f
wa3 ruaning, there was no nore po ution of the vater than
now, nétwithstanding that previous to last year, he nede
little effort to prevent pollution of the water.
Surelv the polliution from two canneries, T ;

unless the pack of the owe nov is greater than thet of the -

t..0 when both were operating; which T do not understund to he

16 cese,- yould be worse than fiom Oonee A

S0 far as seininz is conce*ned he gvore that

there had been none for ten years until lagt year, so tinat ¢

it could not be & serious factor in the decline. ioreover nhe

.4 ' is &n advocute of allowi*n,, se"nin up to within 500 Teot of_

[N N

a weir, though weirs are not permitted nearer esach ctier than

ono tuousand feet. While Mr. Johnaon aigned the petit‘on,,he

B

- gwore that Le had no xnowledgeﬂor the cause of the declin

in the fisherv. :

e

On visiting the..."..‘..f .
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o 0n visiting tha ceannery, 1t was ¢ uat 1o Te thnor-

caZnly olsen, and to ne operatsd in a very cN.u‘ul tinner. In
e, fone 07 trere ves no uCRJt scme 01; escawiﬂg from tre

a filiéf”’ﬁf"bééﬁ’ﬁéﬁtﬁéﬁ*tiaf BEPRPTLES INE OT T TR LN
foem tis water. One of these has sive a&y been Instullied ut
thz ocutlny frém thie baths. It seems to vork periecily. Tha
vater that comes from it is cuite cleur.

At present tlie drainage Irom the preoses goes
into a punchecn, ‘here 1t 1s alloved 6 remain until the oil
cores to vhe surface. It is then ££;=:s= off, and the vatler
remuining 15 alloved to escxpe intc the QE?:£. Jhis is the

only possivle source of poliution, and the wiount of ofl in

(e

ihds weter i3 so infinitesirmal vhen regerd is had rfor the
Lren into valen it ds falling, that I find it inmpossidble to
beilicve that 1t can nave any effect on the welr Tishery.of
L'Ztung river, a milo distant. In any event a filter reas
&lreadr veen ordered to renlace the puncacon. Its arrival is

il expected. vhen it is tnatalled, @il possible dunger of

escuping oil wiil be coviated.

vhile lr. Jochnscn was satisfied that notning

j0re was needed, MHr, Hatt was not He vus insistent that the

Pregs~nouse sihould be removed from this viharf altozseticer.he
cov la only urge as & reacon trhat re could not be sure that
tue filter would work properly or that it would be kept in
operatione.

Thnis seerns an idle Tear, as &purt from the fact

that for the sako of tneir oyn veirs 1n the Fa.oour in tie

smedlate vicinity of the cannsry, the ovners wavrld desiro
S

to prﬁ"cnt pollution of the rater, the oil is «'“th oneay,

wd t“ev would tierefore not desire to allon an! of it to~
escapes . ) )
Nr. Hatt glso urzed very strongly that the

Larbour bed under and anout the csinnery had boconae 80 '§
N 5 ’ 'pOl.L\l'Led-.-... Ty
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k © rol uued th at it 19 a oorious qou.ua ol trouo1e. Tris we

_exwrined at low water. "H-le ’here is some grease esout, in

Y - _ my;JudLment it i3 very snall indeed kaeping in view that the 5

o cunnery hes been in ove“at*on about- tweﬂtv 3eurs, und even ir

- e the cannery vere cloged, ths existing conditians in that .7

P

As this Department i3 now adg xiniqtor4n~ ‘that
poriicn of the Yeat and Cannqd Toods Act whiclh relates‘to iLe
canning4of fish, the local Ffshery Otfgcer, ¥r. Justason, —
visits the cannery weerly and elvays reparis 1t to Ee in

- proper condition. There is nothing to show irhat vozin the
Ingpector and the Loca’ Ofricer have not premptly and
e;;ecvively,dealt,with seining vhen it was tried.

In the 1light of the above, I do nct reconueﬂd any
changes in the carnery or its operation, uftef tLe sqcond
filver has been 1nat$lled.

‘ Morecver, I bes to submit thiat it has not been
sihown_ that pollution or oil in the water has had anything to
do with sardines rot coming to the river in the quantities

tier did vears ago. Even granted that in past vears there was

01l escaping, it vould gdrbut on the ebb tide, w«ncd nuch if “‘
net all of 1t; would go into the Bay of Fundy and the :mount |
that would go up the river vith the incoming tide vould be so _f
smed) that I f£iad it difficwdt to believe that it tould.have- Co
any effect on incoming herring,
The fact is the herring fishery is crratic, wmnd
; thore are other places beeideé'the LiTteng whero it 13 not

rhat it used to be.I cannot but fear that the eviaence is

seconing more and more conclusive that the run of sardine
.- - nerring is dininishing, "r ot least .that they are not cou ing
: - insrnore to their one-tire “vourite haunts in sueh larze

o e BB BT 6 - s -
N L - I have the honour to ba sir,

e . Your obedient servant,

SRS : ' . - : . N -




