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To the Right Honourable

Sw RoserT Larp Borbkw, P.C., G.C.)M.G., K.C, LL.D,,
Prime Minister.

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT.

A xeport by Mr. R. H. Coats, one of the members of the Board, prepared
as an exhibit of the Statistical Branch of the Department of Labour, is trans-
mitted berewith—together with two memoranda on the subjects of ‘‘Fish’’ and
“Dairying’’ respectively. :

The above, while containing materials transmitted with our former report
as Appendiees Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7, also contains new matter., _

1t is suggested that these materials.be printed as Volume II of the report.

" Mr. R. H. Coats, one of the members, has not signed the former report.
His views on the subject of the inquiry, however, appear in Volume IL

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN McDOUGALD,

Chairman,
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- PREFACE TO VOLUME II.

By R. H. Coarts, member of the Board of Inquiry into the Cost of Living.

Prices of particular commodities rise and fall to a considerable degree with
tendencies that are nation-wide and even world-wide in their application. It is
difficult to ascertain with elearness and finality what are the more important
factors affecting the prices of a particular commodity by an investigation begin-
ning and ending with the commodity itself ; in the first instance an analysis of
economic cenditions in general and in the mass is expedient in order that the
price movements of particular articles may be viewed in their proper setting,—
in order that the forest may not be obscured by the trees. In prosecuting an
nquiry into the cost of living, therefore, two purposes are commonly held in
view: (1) a compreheusive survey of the kind described in order to provide a
background for the interpretation of particular prices; (2) a more intensive
investigation of the conditions surrounding the production. distribution and con-
sumption of the conmon necessaries.

(1) An “Exhibit’’ representing an attempt to carry out the first of the
ahove tasks. prepared under my direction in the Department of Labour, is sub-
mitted herewith. Its scope and method are explained in detail in the “‘Introdue-
tion.””  As the Order in Council appointing the Board directed that the enquiry
should cover (a) the facts, and (b) the causes of the rise in prices, the Exhihit
proper falls into two parts. A summary of conclusions is given in Part III.
Broadly, the rise in Canadian prices is shown as an integral part of the great
expansion through which the country passed in the period 1900-1913. and the
form which that expansion assumed.—the opening of the West as a feeder to the
world cereal market and consequent attraction of lo-al energy from the supplyving
of local food needs. ete., into railway building, municipal growth and indus-
trialism—the whole being induced by the buoyvancy of world credits which
produced relatively similar price movements in certain other countries. A
svnopsis of the ““Exhibit’’ is issued separately.

(2) As suggestive of the lines intensive treatmoent might follow. two memo-
randa dealing with ““Fish’’ and ““Dairy Products’’ respectively are submitted.
With the completion of similar memoranda on meats and breadstuffs, it will be
Possible to review in the section of the field which is most important from a cost
of living standpoint. the incidence of the tendencies making for high prices
revealed in the wider investigation.
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THE RISE IN PRICES

AND THE

COST OF LIVING IN CANADA, 1900-1914
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-

INTRODUCTION.

At the outset of any inquiry into a subject so many-sided as the present,
it is essential to define its scope, that is, to discuss the precise meaning to be
attached to the term “‘cost of living,’’ otherwise its very familiarity may prove a
pit-fall, where so much depends upon clearness and accuracy of expression.

‘‘The Cost of I.iving."’

Broadly, the ““cost of living’’ means the sum of the exertions and sacri-
fices (the ‘‘efforts’’ and “waitings’’ of the economist) necessary to maintain
life;* and a ‘“change in the cost of living’’ means (in the same broad way) any
variation in the degree of effort by which a livelihood is gained. Inasmuch
as the common measure of such ‘‘exertions and sacrifices’’ is money, the *‘cost
of living’’ in the usual acceptance means the amount of money paid out for
subsistence, and a ‘‘change in the cost of living’” means any variation in the
volume of such payments.

Factors in the Cost of Living.

Thus the first obvious factor in Cost of Living is Price—the rate at which
subsistence may be purchased. But clearly Price is not the only factor. If the
amount of money coming into possession of the individual is adjusted simul-
taneously with any change through price in the amount going out, then there
has been no real change in conditions—no change at any rate constituting a
Problem on the score of alteration in “real’’ Cost of Living.§ The problem
arises where correspondence of this kind is lacking—where the one has lagged
behind the other or taken a contrary direction.

Earnings in turn depend on more than one consideration. They depend on
rates of remuneration. or wages. But quite as much they depend on the volume
of employment, or the extent to which the services of the earner are requisi-
tioned. . :

Still another factor is the “‘standard of living””. If individuals or com-
munities from time to time change their manner of living to a higher or lower
Plane, this again will enter in the most intimate way into the cost of living,

—
*See Report of the Royal Commission on the Cost of Living in New Zealand, 1812, pages x-xi.
§“The problem of the cost of living in ita complctenesn is o problem of the purchasing power of in-

fomes, and the purchasing power of any income is dependent on two factors of which the purchasing

Power of the dollar is only one; the other is the number of dollars in that income." Irving Fisher,
“Why ia the Dollar Shrinkingr”
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Thus, from a broad point of view, the ‘‘cost of living'’ involves the whole
gamut of relationships between incomes and spendings. The investigation of
it must take count not only of the factors just mentioned but of their relations
and influences inter se; for they are not separate and isolated phenomena, but
are bound up inextricably with each’ other, and constitute little less than the
entire economic activity of the community.

' Signiﬁ'cance of ““High’’ and ‘‘Low’’ Prices.

This breadth of outlook is especially necessary in approaching the subject
of prices, with which cost of living studies begin, and especially “‘high’’ and
“‘low’’ prices. It is apparent that to estimate ‘‘real’’ cost of living in terms of
price alone is to proceed upon too narrow premises. Yet no practice is more
eommon. High prices are usually mentioned as synonymous with difficulty in
obtaining the means of living, low prices as synonymous with ease in the same
process. But, by the verdict of history, the very reverse is oftener the case.
High prices usually, though not invariably, prevail when trade is active and
opportunities for employment at good wages are numerous; low prices when
trade is dull, employment unsteady, and wages low or falling. Low prices, it is
true, enable commodities and services to be bought for little; but that little may
at such a time be exceedingly difficult to acquire. A prolonged depression in
prices is almost invariably a concomitant of business inertia, leading often to

widespread social disturbance and even to political revolution.®* On the other -

hand, a rise in general prices, though it makes living dear, has ordinarily the
effect of stimulating hopefulness and energy in the business world and thus
of making earnings even more than proportionately plentiful. Credit, on
which the whole structure of trade is built, expands. It becomes the turn of
the debtor class, a term which includes the employer, (the keystone of the
modern industrial arch). The great wage-earning class, though it may find
difficulty for a time in obtaining its share, and may express its discontent in
strikes involving losses both to itself and the community, gains in- the long
run from the increase in production,—the only source from which a general
gain is possible. Certain others are losers: holders of bonds and long-time securi-
ties; savings bank depositors on stable rates of interest; those whose salaries
are fixed by law (civil servants, the beneficiaries of pension funds, ete.); those
paid by tolls or fees established by custom (though these will profit by an
increase in trade). There is always, of course, the serious danger that the “good
times’’ may discourage economies and improvements, and that under their
influence buoyancy may be fanned into non-productive speculation, when the
high prices will represent fictitious values and be wholly evil.. Morecover, a
check to activity when prices are high causes suffering of an especially acute
kind, the diminution in purchasing ability coming at a time when the severest
demands are being made upon it. The matter is one on which no final generali-
gation is possible; nor is it to be assumed that the general price level in itself
in & barometer of welfare; but it would appear upon the whole that, reckoning
the losses with the gains, a rise in prices, provided it be distributed, and is neither
sudden nor extreme, tends to be beneficial in its influence, and thus to lessen

" the real problem of winning a livelihood, while a decline tends to the opposite.

(See Note A., p. 9, Significance of Variations tn the Price Level.)

*According to Sir Archibald Alison, *the two greatest events which have occurred in the history of
mankind” have been directly caused, the one by low and the other by high prices, These events were
the fall of the Roman Empire, which, sccording to Sir Archibald, *“was in reality brought about by &
decline in the goid and silver mines of Spain and Greece,” and the Renaissance, which he ascribes to
the discovery of the mines of Mexico and Peru. The depressions of the 1840’s and the 1R390's, with
their sccompanying unrest, (both periods of extremely low prices) are within easy memory. (Ct.
Micholson, Money, p. 61). . .

) - r —
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The reason for the narrow interpretation attached to the phrase ‘“cost of
living’’ is, of course, on the surface, In times of falling prices, the agencies
operating most visibly are ‘‘bad times”’, ‘‘depression of trade”’, ete., frequently
ascribed to ‘‘over-production’’. When, however, in times of high prices any
failure in earnings.occurs, the factor that stands out is the large amount of
money required to buy subsistence, and the. point of attack becomes the ‘‘high
cost of living’’.§

'{.‘he Situation in 1913-14.

It is a situation of the latter kind which exists in 1913-14. Canada, and
indeed the world, stands at the apex of a rise in prices that has been in progress
almost continuously (occasional recessions being followed by recoveries and
the attainment of still higher levels) for a decade and a half. At times within
that period the rate of increase has been rapid beyond modern precedent. In
this country, the final result has been an advance of approximately fifty per
cent on the average, and of considerably more in the case of several of the most
important articles of consumption—an advance that has revolutionized the
terms in which the individual reckons his expenditures. On the other hand it
has been a period of marked “‘prosperity,”’ with all implied in the term in the
way of expanding trade, buoyant public revenues, enhanced' valuations, and
abounding opportunities for profitable investment and employment. But though
the adjustment of wages scales has been continuous, and Canada has been free
from labour disturbances of the colossal kind that have occurred in England,
the persistent nature of the rise has rendered such adjustments obsolescent
almost as soon as made. Especially during the years 1910-11-12 has this been
true. Finally, in 1913, after eighteen months of exceptional rapidity in the
upward movement, a check to the price rise was administered by the prevailing
financial stringeney. But, while prices were on the whole but little higher in
1913 than in 1912—with foodstuffs and rents in many localities actually some-
what lower—complaints as to the high cost of living were much more prevalent
in 1913-14, largely, no doubt, through the coincidence of unemployment with
diminished earning capacity at a time when prices stood at the highest in a
generation.® :

Purpose and Scope of the Present Memorandum.

The foregoing analysis of the problems involved in ““real’’ cost of living
was thought necessary for the sake of clearness before defining the purpose and

scope of this memorandum. Briefly, that purpose is to present in a broad way
—_—

§“The economists,” says Taussig (Querterly Journal of FEconomics, XXVII, 413), “zpeak of the
‘rise in prices’: the general public speaks of the ‘high cost of living’. It results from the fact that very
different phenomens are had in mind by the two sets of perdons. The economist is thinking and reasom-
ing about . . . the general rise of prices. The man on the street is thinking about the exceptional rise
in the prices of one important sct of commoditics. . . . The general rise is not unwelcome.™

The two nevertheless are very apt to be related. Irving Fisher sayg (American Economic Review,
Sept., 1912): “The phrase ‘cost of living’ . ., . is usually taken as referring only to special groups
of commodities, mostly foods, and only for the retail pricea of these commodities. The general level of
Prices, on the other hand, means the level of all prices, whether retail, wholesale, jobhing, factory or farm
Prices, and of all commodities, whether of food. raw material, machinery, land, stocks, bonds, or sny
other goods whatsover which are bought and sold. Now, the ‘cost of living' will go up and down with
'?‘9 general level of prices and at the same time fluctuate from special causes of its own. ., . . The sta
tisties of the past indicate that the recent rise in the cost of living has been for the most part due to the
general rise in prices of all kinds, and only to s small extent, if at all, to special canses applving 1o the
Tetail price of foods” Without necessarily accepting the view of the last sentence, the necessity of com-
sidering the “cost of living'’ in its general price-setting is patent,

*The agitation to which the advance in the cost of living has given rise has taken on various forms.
On the continent of Europe the general unrest has been marked by bread and meat riota in Austria,

Yocialist viectories fn Germany, and popular demonstsations in France and Italy. In Great Britain, se
M'PQ, the strikes of labour have been on a scale unprecedented before, Outside of Eunrope the wave
of discontent has pasaed from Tokid to Buenos Avres. The Chinese Revolution was said to be largely
U¢ 10 the advance in rice. In the United Btates a significant development has been the formation eof
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the more important data bearing upon the great rise which has taken place in
the prices of mecessaries during the past fifteen years, (1) the facts and (2) the
causes, this being the general plan suggested by the Order-in-Council appoint-
ing the Board of Inquiry. .

Methods of Investigation.—There are two methods possible in investigating
the cost of living problem which though by no means antagonistie,—being in
‘fact complementary—yet involve a radically different initial approach. The
first is the obvious one of seeking information in as full detail as possible with
regard to the production, distribution, and consumption of the common neces-
saries in Canada, including foods, (meats, cereals, dairy products, fish, fruits,
ete.), clothing, housing, and fuel.§ ‘What has been the increase in the price of
important staple articles under each of these headings, and what are the cir-
cumstances immediately connected with the rise? Have supplies fallen offt
Have demands increased? Have methods in connection with the production,
distribution and consumption of each of these great staples changed? Direct
and searching investigation of these and similar nearby and familiar phenomena
is the method of treating the cost of living problem usually regarded as ‘‘practi-
cal”’. Incidentally such investigation may be extended to reveal the workings of
certain local factors whose influence is not confined to any one article or group
of articles; ‘‘ cross-sections’’ may as it were be taken to observe the operations of
such phenomena as trusts and combines, the tariff, market policies, cold storage,
ete.t It is, in brief, the method of proceeding from the particular to the general.
The difficulty it presents in so vast & field is that, being intensive, it is neces-
sarily limited, and is apt, therefore, to engender confusion—especially the con-
founding of cause with effect, as in the frequent explaining of ome price by
another. It may tend to prevent the forest being seen because of the trees.®

e ettt

Housekeepers' Leagues in various cittes. In Canads the movement for higher wages has been steadily
in progress, being most sactive in 1903, 1907 and 1912; public - meetings have been held in various
Jocalities for the sdiscussion of the question; resolutions have been passed by public bodies; investiga-
tiona held by Boards of Trade, etc. Everywhere has been continuous debate as to the causes of the
change and the remedies available. A writer has compiled & list of eighty “‘causes” adduced in one
eountry or another, “while in every country political parties in opposition have as usual attributed the
rise to the actions of the parties in power.”—Layton (Introduction to the Study of Prices, p. 2). Gov-
ernments have shown increased energy in prosecuting enquiries snd publishing data, special reports on
prices having been issued in the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, the United States,
and most of the countries of Europe. The *“High Cost of Living'’ has been the subject of & specisl
message to Congress by & President of the United Ststes sugzgesting the ealling of an International
Conference on the subject. Massachusetts and New Zesland, like Canada, bave appointed special com-
missions for the investigation of facts and causes. A

§By the ‘‘necessaries of life” are usually meant the universal needs of the mass of the people in-
cluding the commoner luxuries or “conventibnal necessaries.”” Marshall (Economics of Industry, p. 60)
distinguishes between “necessaries for existence” and wnecessaries for efficiency,” defining the latter for
a workingman in England as *‘s well-drained dwelling with several rooms, warm clothing, with some
changes of under-clothing, pure water, & plentiful supply of cereal food, with a moderate allowance of
meat and milk, and a little tea, &c., some education and some recreation, snd lastly, sufficient freedom
for his wife from other work to enable her to perform properly her maternal and her household duties.”

tIrving Fisher (Why s the Dollar Shrinking?, p. 191) continues the list: “Labour unions, short-
ened hours of labour, the middieman, longer hauls on railroads, marketing by telephone, the free delivery
system, the individus! package, the enforcemnt of sanitary laws, advertisingk, unscientific management,
food adulteration, wars, armaments, extravagance, concentration of population in cities, impoverishment
of the soil, the displacement of the neighbourhood farmer, and the high cost of land.”

#'The people who look to & mieroscopie study of each individual commodity in order to understand
the general movement of sll ecommodities eannot see the woods for the trees."—Irving Fisher, Why (s the
Dollar Shrinking?, p.” 180.

Mr. J. A. Hobson whose Money, Prices and Wages is frequently cited in the following pages as & Jeading
English opponent of the gold theory and as sttributing the rise in prices largely to eonditions affecting
the demand and supply of individual commodities, regards it 8 hopeless task to endeavour to explsin 8
rise or fall of general prices by & series of separate investigstions into each several sorts of goods.”
though he adds, ‘this sdmission ecannot preciude the investigation of phenomena of & wider causslity
which affect the production and the prices of whole groups or classes of goods.” (pp. 96-97). '

YT
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The second method is the opposite,” that, namely, of proceeding from the
general to the particular. It involves, of course, at the outset, the assembling
of a large number of particular facts; but its first concern is to examine these
not singly but'in the mass, by broad analyses, for the discovery of general ten-
dencies and the essential characteristics of the situation. Thus it would start
in the present case with the broadest fact of all, namely, that the rise is not
confined to any one country but is practically world-wide. From this extended |
view would emerge the second broad fact—that though the rise has been general i
it has been greater in some countries than in others. Where stands Canada in '
the list and what accounts for her place? Clearly, we shall have gone far 1
towards providing a key to the situation if an answer to any purpose can be |
given to the question (1) What has been the world-rise in prices, and its
causes? and (2) Wherein is the rise which has taken place in Canada peculiar |
in its nature and extent, and to what may we attribute this peculiarity !

It is to this broad treatment of the subject that the present memorandum -
“is addressed, on the ground that a view of this kind is a necessary preliminary
to any detailed investigation having to do with phenomena singly or locally,
or to the framing of public policy for the alleviation of conditions.

1

1

|

. _ _ |
Scope of Data Required.—A word must be added as to the scope of tlie data |

required to yield this point of view. First, as to prices—the “‘facts’’ of the J

inquiry: Prices of commoditics at retail are, of course, those immediately cofi- '

nected with the cost of living. But they are not enough where the scarch is ‘

for broad and sometimes latent influences. Wholesale prices and those of the

great primary markets are on account of their greater sensitiveness the

barometer of these. Ilowever, a brief eonsideration will show that even the

entire range of commodity prices—producers, jobbers, wholesale and retail—is

too narrow, Data are needed covering the whole field or system of which com-

modity prices are only a part. That field includes—Dbesides (a) prices of com- ]

modities,—(b) the prices of ‘‘services,’’ like transportation and medical attend-

ance; (c) rents, the price paid for the use of land; (d) wages, the price of %

labour; (e) interest, the price of money loans; and (f) security prices, the price

of enterprises as going concerns. The close relationship which exists between

these makes it necessary to consider all when the purpose is to divine the true

significance of changes in any one of them.§ .

—————————

3
§See Mitchell, Business. Cycles, P. 27, on the System of Prices. Mitchell gives the following tabular
furvey to assist in obtaining & general view:_
|

“Prices of consumers’ commodities charged by:

Retail dealers.
Wholesale dealers.
. Manufacturers,
“Prices of producers’ goods:

Raw materials,

. Current supplies.
Machinery,
Building, ete.
Leases,

Labour,

Bank loans.
Investment loans,
Transportation.
Inrurance.
Advertising.

*“Prices of buniness enterprises.
“Prices of services to persons.

He adds: *Behind the prices of each group entered in this clasaification stands an equally complex
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The price system, then, represents. the ‘‘facts’’ in the case. The search
for causes leads to the consideration of a very wide field which may be roughly
divided into two parts: (1) the phenomena connected with monetary condi-
tions, and (2) the phenomena of the commerecial and industrial world,—prices
being to a degree the result of a balance between the money supply. and goods.

In these sections, as in the preceding, a wide view is first necessary in order

‘o differentiate what has occurred in Canada from the general experience, and
_ thus indicate the line which more detailed analysis of Canadian eonditions should

follow. (See Note B, p. 11, Causes of Variations in Prices of Commodities.)

Plan of Memorandum.

Though the above reveals the general plan according to which the data are
presented, a further explanatory statement may be in place:

Part I. As above stated, the ‘‘facts’” of the situation are dealt with in
gix sections:

(1) Prices of Commodities. Commodity prices in Canada are the natural
starting point. In the first chapter a review of wholesale prices is given, the
findings being based on continuous quotations for about 300 representative
articles at one or more wholesale centres back to 1890. Index numbers for about
twenty groups are given and various analyses are made. Retail prices are next
taken up, (chapter II) the quotations covering 3% articles at over 50 localities
scattered throughout the Dominion back to 1900, the articles including the more
important staples of household consumption, and the localities being those
having a population of 10,000 or over. Two addenda to this chapter deal
respectively with prices of clothing and the comparison of wholesale and retail
price trends in Canada. In the third and final chapter ‘of this section are
assembled the best known index numbers of prices in other countries including
the United Kingdom; the United States; the following British Dominions,
namely, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and India; and other foreign
countries, as follows: Irance, Germany, Austria-Hungary. Ttaly, Belgium,
Holland, Norway, Russia, Japan, and Argentina, A feature of this chapter is
a series of comparative index numbers for Canada and each of the countries,
based on exactly the same commodities. A world index number of prices has also
been constructed. With an analysis of the different manner in which certain
groups have moved in different countries, a preliminary view is obtained of the
circumstances underlying the rise, and the factors chiefly contributing to it.

(2) Services. In Section 2, statistics for Canada are assembled for the
following services: water, lighting, gas, taxation, railway transportation, and

' medical attendance. Index numbers for each have been constructed.

(3) Rents. Business and workmen’s rents in some 50 representative locali-
ties in Canada are treated; statistics for various foreign countries are added.

array of antecedent prices, and between the several groups exist inter-relations too intricate to be set
forth in tabuiar form.”

Nicholson points out: “A rise in the price of certain classes of things may have a much grester
eflect on general monetary conditions than a corresponding rise in other things, and conversely of & fall.
A general rize in the price of labour will so far eause s greater demand for metallic money than would
a corresponding rise in stock exchange necurities. Similarly a drain to meet the expenses of an adverre
balance of trade, due to over-importation or exceptional dearness, has in general a murh greater effect
on peneral prices than the receipt of & corresponding balance for excess of exports. The relations of
genaral price levels in various countries are slso dependent largely upon reistive prices.”” Principles of
Political Economy, Vol. 111, pp. 61-2.
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(4) Wages. The wages statistics have the two-fold purpose of showing to
what extent earnings have kept pace with the rise in prices, and also to what
extent their increase represents an added change in expenses of productior
The chapter represents the first attempt to compile an index number of wages

for Canada for the more important elasses, ranging from agricultural labour,

mining, through the skilled trades, inside and outside, to unskilled labour. The

Wages trends in the United Kingdom, the United States and other countries

.98 are
indicated.

(5) Security Prices. The index numbers of Canadian Securities, including
common stocks, preferred stocks, and bonds, are also new, and will be found a
valuable barometer of Canadian conditions since 1900. The data include all
listed securities for which a continuous record exists back to 1900. The British
and American stock markets are covered, and the leading government securities
of the world recorded in a chapter on the ‘‘Credit of Nations’’.

(6) Interest. The trend of interest is illustrated for both long time and short
time loans, the former being represented by statisties of city and farm mortgages
and earnings of bonds, and the latter by the call and market loan rates at the
leading financial markets of the world, prices of bonds, ete.

Part II. ‘““Causes’’ are dealt with as follows:

(1) Monetary Conditions. Data are here assembled for the study of the
most abstruse of all economic problems—the quantity theory of prices. Prefaced
to the data is a chapter stating the theory, outlying the main points of con-
troversy, and reviewing the leading opinions that have been put forward in the
past ten years with reference to the present price rise. This is followed by a
chapter giving an historical sketch of prices from the earliest times to 1896, with
the object of showing present conditions against the background of history. In
the third chapter the monetary statisties of the world are given under the fol-
lowing headings: production of gold since 1492; gold stocks; absorption of
gold in the arts, bank reserves, and currencies of various countries; inter-
national movements of gold; and the expansion of credit. This is followed
in chapter IV by a more detailed analysis of the monetary and financial situa-
‘tion in Canada since 1900.

(2) In the second section of Part IT a résumé is given of certain sta-
tistics which illustrate the more important economic developments in Canada
of the past fifteen years. This largely takes the form of an analysis of Canadian
progress against the-world background. The method, broadly, is to regard the
tountry as a ‘‘going concern,” and to investigate the growth and distribution
of its ‘““working’’ capital since 1900 (chapter I) the growth and distribution
of labour (chapter II), the returns therefrom in production (chapter IIT), the
distribution problem (chapter IV), and the standard of living (chapter V)—all
for the purpose of throwing ligh't on the course that prices have taken.

Summary.—A closing section (Part IIT) brings the outstanding results
| of the investigation together and permits a general view of the *‘facts’’ an.d
1 ‘‘causes,’’ with particular reference to the stage now reached in the economic

] Progress of the country.
: [ ] ® [ ]

, While the shortcomings of the treatment are recognized, it may be pointed
H out that time and means were both limited for 80 comprehensive a task, especially
 when it is remembered that on several not the least important phases it was
Necessary to create the statistics. The period in question is certainly the most
B remarkable through which the Dominion has passed: in some respects the most
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remarkable through which any country has passed; and the incidents are
numerous that require elucidation. On the other hand, the voluminous nature
of the memorandum may be regretted, inasmuch as it is a matter of close
personal interest to the public as well as to the trained observer, and so large
an array of figures in certain parts wears a forbidding look. But it must be
admitted that in a subject where almost every point is matter of acute con-
troversy, it is essential to afford the means of private judgment and to supply
the materials for interpretation even more scrupulously than to venture the
interpretations themselves. In point of fact it was made a deliberate object
to assemble all readily available data, as for instance in the section on Monetary
Conditions, which have not previously appeared in Canada except in the publi-
cations of other countries. From this point of yiew it is their paucity rather
than their abundance that is the defect. Those who have not the time to
examine the matter closely may thus pass over Parts I and II, and proceed at
once to the summary in Part IIL. A further feature, that of the self-contained
nature of certain of the sections, has grown out of the desire to supply materials
for the study of Canadian conditions; this will be overlooked when it is remem-

bered that the subject of the cost of living is as many-sided and as involved
as it is practically important. :

’

NoTE—The ““Summary’’ of the findings of the Investigation will be found
beginning at page 1031, and 'may be rcad here by those desiring a rapid presenta-

tion of the subjcct.

L
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NOTES TO INTRODUCTION.

NOTE. A—SIGNIFICANCE OF VARIATIONS IN THE PRICE LEVEL.

The significance of variations in the price level is a frequent theme of economists, It
depends, of course, largely on what commodities are chiefly affected by the rise or fall.
Jevons’ eulogy of a buoyant movement is classic, ‘¢ Putting out of sight individual cases
of hardship,’’ a rise in prices, he declares, has usually ¢‘a most powerfully beneficial effect.’?
He goes on: ‘It loosens the country, as nothing elee could, from its old bonds of debt
and babit. It throws increased rewards before all who are making and acquiring wealth,
somewhat at the expense of those who are enjoying acquired wealth. It excites the active
and skilful classes of the community to new exertions, and is, to some extent, like a dis-
charge from his debts, to the bankrupt

effected without & breach of national good faith, which nothing eould compensate.’’ (In-
vestigations sn Currency and Finance, p. 95.)

The rule, however, requires qualification. Marshall points out (Appendix to TFinal
Report of Gold and Silver Commission, pp. 19-21) that the
there has been the greatest distress,—during the later Tudors and the early years of the
Nineteenth Century,—were, as it bappened, times of high prices. He inclines to the wiew
that high prices often cause the accompanying prosperity to appear greater than it really
is. They offer a premium to incompetent business men and thus ‘‘sow the seeds

of coming
disaster.’’ Similarly, low prices, though they may spell a fall in profits, need not imply
general depression. (Cf. Economics of Industry, Book I1I, Chap. 1, for general discussion

of the relations between- prices and industrial activity.)

J. 8. Nicholson similarly points out (Principles, Vol.
and interpretation: ‘‘Stability of value is no doubt desi
especially if that instability is due to the arbitrary influence of governments or to other
causes which can be foreseen or allowed for. The instability of value may, however, in
fome cases be eimply one of the signs of progress; as, for example, & rice of prices due
to an expansion of credit and banking on'a eound basis, or a fall in prices due to the

expansion of trade, or to the development of new countries causing an increased demand
for money relatively to the supply.?’

8ir David Barbour (Influences of the Gold Supply) obrerves:
Prices sets up stresses in the social fabrie which fearch out the weak points in the structure.
A general rise in prices smooths away many difficulties, but may ecreate others. P (0 ]
difficult to exaggerate the profound and yet obscure influence that is
in the general level of the prices of commodities,’’

IIT, 63) the need for analysis
rable compared with instability,

A gene;'al fall in

The concensus of opinion is that though stable prices are desirable, slight variations
tonduce to healthy reactions in trade and industry; certainly it is an extreme view which
Tegards every change as ‘‘mischievous where it is not calamitous.’’ L. L, Price concludes
(Money and its Relation to Prices, Chap. II): ““On & broad general view of the circum-
tances, economic enquiry leads to the conclusion that & rice in prices is more likely than a
fall to result in a balance of benefit to the whole community,’’ though ‘‘the effect of
changes in prices on the welfare of a community must be regarded as supplementary to

Ether than as superseding the action of other causes.”’ (Cf. also Cairnes, Kssays, pp.
2.6.)

Layton (Introduction to the 8tudy of Prices, p. 15)

presents the following interesting
tabular analysis of income-receivers according to the effec

t produced by a rire of prices:—

long struggling against his burdens, Al this is

periods in England in which

"
T T T
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H Receivers of rents, profits, Salaried and professional Wage-Earners.
! interest, ete. classes.
' A D
e . . G.

Classes benefiting

from & rise of
prices.

Farmers, mine owners and all
producers of commodities
whose product rises in price
faster than the cost of pro-
duction,especially producers
with fixed rent or interest
charges, or manufacturers
whose wages bill is an im-
portant item. Ordinary
shareholders in such con-
cerns.

Managers paid 8 commission
on the profits of concerns
included in group A.

Profit-sharers in concerns in-
cluded in group A.

Lissses to whom &
rise of prices is
a matter of in-
difference.

B.

Prod s whose exp in-
crease with the rise of
prices, and whose profits,
therefore also increase at
the same rate.

E.

Btockbrokers, auctioneers,
and all persons paid by a
commission on the value
of goods dealt in (Such
classes probably actually
reap a benefit from an in-
creased turnover.)

H,

Wage-earners whose  wages
rise by a sliding scale, pro-
vided the basis of such
scale moves with general
prices. (N.B.—The basis
in the iron and coal trades
often moves more than
general prices, and places
this group among those who
benefit.) g

Classes harmfully
affected by o
rise of prices.

C.

Landlords whose land is let
on long lease. Holders of
consols, mortgnges, de-
bentures, and otier fixed
interest securities. Pro-
ducers who cannot charge
incrcased prices but whose
expenses increase with the
rise of prices. For example
railway companies,
proprietors, and to a less
extent, bus companies.

F.

Lawyers and other profession-
al classes whose incomes
are fized by custom. Civil
servants whose income
moves on & graded scale,
such wscales being very
rarely altered.

All employees whose wages do
not « automatically follow
general prices, those whose
wages are most unsiterable
being most severely hit.
This applies to railway ser-
vants, aud all unorganised
trndes where wages are
often on a customary basis
Cab-drivers, hair-dressers,
and all whose wage depends
on a standard price.
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NOTE B—CAUSES OF VARIATIONS IN COMMODITY PRICES.

Professor Irving Fisher, by way of outlining the field which must be covered in a search
for the causes of a change in the price of a commodity, enumerates the various possible
causes which might decrease the price ‘of, say, pig-iron in New York as follows (Elementary
Principles of Economics, Chap. XXII):

'
I. A rise in the marginal desirability of money due either to °
(A) A rise in the purchasing power of money through
1. A decrease in money or deposit eurrency, or
. 2. A decrease in their velocities, or
3. An increase in the volume of trade ; or to

(B) An impoverishment or reduction of incomes.

II. A fall in the marginal desirability of pig-iron due-either to
(A) An increase in the amount of pig-iron used, through

I. Importation of pig-iron from other Places where its price is lower
than in New York, or .

2. Short sales of pig-iror for future delivery in expectation of a fall
of price, thus relearing to present use such stocks as would other-
wise be held over for the future, or

3. A decrease in its cost by .
(a) A saving of waste,
(b) A saving of labour,

(¢) A decrease in the price of iron ore or other prices entering
into its cost,

(d) An increase in the price of by-produycts, or

4. A trade war; or to \

(B) A fall in the marginal desirability of a given quantity of pig-iron, through

1. A decrease in the price of iron products through a decrease in the
marginal desirability of a satisfaction they yield, because of
(a) An increase in their amount, a
(b) A change in fashion, ete., or

2. An increase in substitutes for pig-iron, or

3. A decreare in complementary articles, or . )

4. An increase in the rate of interest whereby the value of pig-iron is

obtained (by discounting the ~value of iron products) through an
increase in the marginal rates of impatience,

(a) From a change in human nature,
(1) By’ decreasing foresight,
(2) By decreasing self-control,
(3) By increasing shiftless habits,
(4) By decreasing regard for posterity, or

(b) From a change in incomes,

. (1) By shifting their distribution in time toward the future,

(2) By reducing their size,
(3) By increasing their uncertainties.
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PART I, SECTION (1), PRICES OF COMMODITIES.

INTRODUCTORY.

CHAPTER 1. WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1850-1913.

CHAPTER II, RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900.1913.
NOTE 1. CLOTHING.

NOTE II. WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, PRICES, CANADA,
1900-1913, COMPARED.

CHAPTER ITI, PRICES, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, IN OTHER COUN.
' TRIES, 1900-1913. ‘

(a) United Kingdom.
(b) United States.

(c) Other British Dominions—Australia, New Zealand, India, South
Africa.

(d) Other Foreign Countriw—Austria-Hdngary, Argentina, Belgium,

Denmark, France, Germany, Holland, Japan, Norway, Russia,
8pain.
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SECTION (1)-PRICES OF COMMODITIES.

INTRODUCTORY.

The purpose of the present section is to review the rise in commodity
prices which has occurred during the past few Years, noting its extent in' Canada
and elsewhere, ascertaining the articles.and groups of articles and the kinds
of prices which have been chiefly affected, and generally presenting data on
significant aspects of the situation. -

In the passage of goods from producer to consumer, at least two middle-
men as a rule intervene,—the wholesaler, who assembles the goods in a large
way from the producer, and the retailer, who breaks up these lots to suit the
needs of the individual consumer.®

Wholesale and retail prices are quite different phenomena from an eco-
nomic point of view. The prices quoted for large quantities usually dominate
wide areas: the price of Canadian Western grain, for instance, is fixed at Fort
William for the whole of Canada and is governed by Liverpool; retail prices
may change from place to place and even from dealer to dealer. ‘Wholesale
prices are much the more sensitive, and sometimes fluctuate violently with
changes in market sentiment: they are thus valuable as a barometer of indus-
trial and commereial conditions; while retail prices, though they follow whole-
sale in the long run, move slowly, the retailer being a huffer who absorbs the
more violent shocks of the market and sometimes prevents the lesser changes
from reaching the consumer at all. Again, an investigation into wholesale prices
usually covers a comparatively large number of commodities, (raw materialg
as well as finished products) each being quoted at one dominant market ; whereas
in the case of retail prices, a list of twenty-five or thirty articles can be made
to represent three-quarters of the expenditures of the average family, and the
quotations must be sought at a number of places in order to reflect local condi-
tions. Retail prices are therefore preferable when the object is to measure
the cost of living, inasmuch as they represent the price paid by the econsumer
to the ultimate middleman. At the same time, the accessibility and reliability
of wholesale price statistics renders them the medium usually chosen for this
purpose; and it is the case that changes even in raw materials and articles
which seldom or never appear in domestic budgets, if sufficiently important and
long continued, reappear therein in one form or other—wheat in bread, lumber
in rentals, wool in clothing, etc.—and are thus of importance from a cost of
living standpoint. :

*The method, of course, varies in different branches of trade,—there being more middlemen in some
and less or none in othera,—and sccording to circumstances. The two main kinds of prices, however,
ire those fixed by the first middlemen, or wholenaler, and those fixed by the second middleman or re-
lsiler, Producers’ and jobbers' prices are here included with wholesalers'.

“The retail price of & commodity ia influenced by, and s nearly the sum of, the wholesale price, the
ot of tranaporting the gooda from the market, warehouse, or ship, merchants' and brokers' comminsions,
Manufacturing, more transport commissions, costs and profits of retailing and delivery, interest on the
*Spital employed in earrying the foods from the time of wholesale purchase to the time of payment
s“'he consumer, and (in some cases) government tax."—A. l.. Bowley, The Economie Journal, XXIIIL,



18 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

A word of explanation is necessary as to the method here employed in ana-
lyzing and interpreting price statistics. This is the well-known method of index
pumbers. An index number is a device for showing the combined or final effect of

_several price changes. The nature and extent of a change in the price of a
A single commodity may be seen at a glance by the inspection of the actual price
' quotations. Suppose, however, the price of Ontario wheat advances within a
given period, say, ten cents a bushel, while the price of New Brunswick spruce
Jumber declines during the same period, say, three dollars a thousand feet—
how may the net result of the two changes be expressed? The answer is, by
reducing the actual quotation in each case to the form of a percentage of the
price during a common standard “period, (i.e., translating the quotations into
the terms of a common denominator) in which form they may be combined.
This, in effect, is the method of index numbers. An index number of any article
or number of articles at any date is the percentage which the price of that
article or number of articles at that date is of the price of the same article
or articles at some other date or period selected as a standard.*

e

—

/"For example: Mr. Sauerbeck’s index number for English wheat for the ycar 1855 is 137, and for
the year 1885, 60. The base period used by Mr, Sauerbeck is the eleven years 1867-1877. The meaning
ol these index numbers is, therefore, that in 1856 English wheat was 37 per cent sbove the aversge
price which prevailed during 1867-1877, and that in 1885 it was 40 per cent below that average price.

The actusl prices of English wheat per quarter quoted by Mr. Sauerbeck in this connection sre:— .
' : : s. d
Average, 1867-1877 . .ocvevnen e sosonsensonraseosaaeren eseses B4 9
46 1BBB. eeeecacnencsessasvaessenonrees ireeniseseee-s T4 8
“  1885..... sivene R R R R ereeen .... 32 10

Though the term index pumber is ocessionalty employed, as above by Mr. Sauerbeck, to denote the
relative price of & single article, it more frequently implies & combination of such percentages, whereby #
general judgment may be obtained s to whether on the whole prices have risen or fallen., It was, 18
point of fact, as above stated, because of ‘its potentialities for combination, that the index number as 8
expression of prices was devised. P

1 r.._.._-._-/
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CHAPTER I—WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890.1913.

The statistics on the course of wholesale prices in Canada are those of
the Department of Labour. In 1909 a special report on wholesale prices

since 1890 was issued, and the statistics have been brought up to date in a
series of annual reports.*

Scope of Inquiry.

The general purpose being to present a result as rebresentative as pos-

sible of cost of living and of the industrial and commercial life of Canada, as
many of the main staple articles of Canadian production and consumption
were included as was thought consistent with the avoidance of duplication,
and the preservation of proportion between the different sections of the field.§
Manufactured articles as well as raw materials appear,- though specialized
lines are avoided.t On the whole the list is a comprehensive one, including

272 articles, a much larger number than in the great majority of similar inves- -

tigations.

For each of the eommodities a monthly or weekly} quotation has been
obtained on the same basis from a reliable source in a primary. or representa-
tive wholesale market for each year back to 1890. These statistics are too
voluminous for reproduction, and the reader is referred for them to the several
reports already mentioned. It has been thought, however, that a table setting
forth the average yearly price of each commodity would be valuable for pur-
poses of reference; a compilation on this basis has accordingly been made and
will be found at the close of this chapter. By referring to the table the
full list of the commodities which constitute the basis of the following gener-
alizations may be noted.

General Result,

The final result of the investigation is perhaps most clearly shown by
the diagram which forms the frontispiece of the present volume. The line
in the diagram indicates the course which the averaged prices of all the
commodities (272) followed from 1890 to 1913 inclusive. In conjunction

*Whalesale Prices, Canada, 1890-1909, Special Report hy R. H. Coats,  Published by authority
of the Hon. the Minister of Labour, pp. 609; Wholesale Prices, Canada, 1910, pp. 134; ditto, 1811, pp.
223; ditto, 1912, pp. 255; ditto, 1913, pp. 288, K

§The groups under which the articles are classificd follow:
I. Grains and fodder.
II. Animals and meats. -
III. Fish,
IV. Dairy produce.
V. Miscellaneous foods (fruits and vegetshles, tea, coffee, suzar and miscellaneous groceries.)
VI. Textiles (including woollens, cottons, silks, linens and jutes.
VII. Hides, leathers, boots and shoes. ‘
VITI. Metals and implements.
IX. Fuel and lighting. .
X. Building material, (lumber, bricks, cement, paints, &c.)
XI. House furnishings.
XII. Drugs and chemicals.
XIII. Miscellaneous, (furs, liquors, tobacco, and sundries.)

tThe effect of tendencies incidental to the manufacturing process are present in about 40 per comt
of the quotations,

$Articles sudject to rapid fluctuations, (grains, animals, meats, dairy produce, fruits, vegetables,
¢te.), forty-thres in number, are quoted weekly,

AY

"w



TABLE SHOWING INDEX NUMBERS OF ALL COMMODITIES BY GROUPS, 1890-19013.
N Average Prices 1 1890~1899=100

1800| 1891

1802! 1803] 18041 1895| 1806} 1897 1808| 1809| 1900/ 1001| 1902| 1003) 1004 1905 1006 1007| 1008| 1009! 1910{ 1911] 1912{ 1913

106.7| ©0.1) 94.3| 98.8{ 85.2| 80.6] 98.8| 96.7| 90.9,107.3.116.1{106.5 115.5116.4 118.5/140.2(148.3(140.9(140.7/148 '4|167.3(136.8

2. Animals and meats (17)....(111.2/104.7'108.5/117.7| 08.7, 92.2} 82.4 00.4| 07.9] 95.1(103.4/111.3(122.2(117.9111,3/120.7/130.1(133.8/120.6/148.6/163.6/148.6 160.8(180.8

l

3. Dairy produce 9).........[103.0,108. 2.105 .8:110.4/104.6 94.8| 90.1] 90.1| 92.9.101.4 109A0'120.5‘l06.9 108.9/107.2(115.1{120.2{131.5(136.3/133.6(135.7|136.2 150.0(154.7

1. Greins and fodder (15).....|116. 7.\23 9.

4 Fish (10)....c00vnnineens. 103.3°97.3 90.7| 96.4{101.4/102.6] 08.6] 99.6/110.0{106.4/113.2,

110.2/116.2/119.5(115.7(121.8120.5/120.5(134.0{145.1143.6(155.7|158.0
8. Other foods (49)..........[120.3121.3.104.7.102.1 05.0/ 95.2! 87.1 86.0] 94.3| 93.6| 06.4! 98.6] 08.4| 08.1{101.8{100.7(103.1(112.5/110.3 107.6(111.3(118.7(126.0/117.4 -
6. Toxtiles (20)..............[111.4 l04.2|102.2 101.2| 97.3 3.6 06.9] 98.0; 95.2| 99.8[100.0,103.6,101.0/105.9/110.4114.0 123.4]126.1{111.0/108.3!114 .6{119.2120.7|130.8
7. Hidas, leather, boots (11).. 100.6 102.6] 90.8/101.8| 89.9 98.6 92.9/100.1{105.0/100.4|113.8{112.8,118.2 115.7{113.6(119.6{128.1125.5{120.0/135.4(135.4{130.6(152.4/163.9

8. Metals and implements—

(e) Motals (24)........ 125.4{114.4 107.6 102.1) 61.1 87.0 87.5 85.7| 87.6/111,9|121.2'110.4 102.8,105.5: 99.7.108.4 128.6{134.8(100.3{101.9! 07.6(108.3/117.4119.1

1
‘ ,
- (®) Implements (10)....(103.8 103.2‘102.9‘.102.0»‘102.2 101.0, 98.5| 93.1] 04.3) 98.0/100.1 102.2.104.7 105.7'106.2106.1/106.0,107.1{104.2(102.4(104 .5{104.5/104.7/105.6

0. Fuel and lighting (10)....../107.4'106.7:108.6 103.9, 97.5 97.0 08.9| 96.4| 93.5| 96.0{100.8! 98.1104.9 111.0'103.0'104.1{106.4{108.8/102.2{103.8/103.0100.5[113.3/118.2
10. Building materiale—

(a) Lumber (14)........ 103,51102.7,104.41103.7 104.6 103.8| 97.1] 3.9 0.8 05.8/114.0.114. 6 122, 0‘128 8.131 .3'134.11152.7(165.2/162.6/154.,8/158.5/165.4/166.5|181.3
(%) Miscellaneous (20)..[117.6110 4 106.8 103.7| 98.7| 95.2: 93.9] 87.7| 87.4] 97.2[111. 8 106. 0|104 Bl
(c) Paunts, oils, glase (14) 100.5i100.s‘ 98‘2: 98.6| 95.5/ 96.1; 96.2| 95.5100.0/107.6/125. 9 121. 9'128 1.126 3 122. 4‘125.3 135.3/141.2(136.8|135.2(145.5/154..5/148.6)144.8

11. House furnishings (16).....1100.2 100.5{100. 9 101.11101.3] 97.9; 97.5| 99.8] 99.6/100.2|110. 2 107.9,100.2,109.6 112, 7 107.3{113.0'112.7(112.8(110.4110.6{110.4/114,5{126.2

|

13. Drugs and chemicals (16)..110.5:110. 3 104. 4 104 4103.1.100.8! 99.8| 96.5) 96.8| 93.31101. 5‘ 99.8102.2

| |

’
9. 1 103. 7 123.6/113.5! 80.5, 80.7| 88.0,111.1{111.8(147. 3,140 9145 2\168 1171. a‘m a|220.21230.4231.8(227 21234 .5/252.91207 .3(307.0
@) Liquors, tobaccos (6)! 4. 9! .0 9. 7~ . 4‘ 90.4] 98.0/103.9,103.9/102.3(103. 3103 3'103 7‘107 0}107. 8‘108.! 108.1!125.5(118.0{117.5(132.9{151.2|155.2!134. 7
(&) Bundry M) ..v.en... 112. o‘xoa 7/ 08. 9 100. 3‘ 91.3 92.6] 91.2103.31100.5/113. olno ofuo slus olno.lEmJ 120.91123.0(117.6121.6{118.0100.3/104.3[113.1
Total (272). .+ venn... (110, a;ms 5‘102 8:102. .5 o7, 2, 95. o 9.8 92.2\ u.lflwo.l 108.2,107. o'lxoo.oluo.a m.a’!lm.s 120.0126.2120.8(121.2(124.2{127..4]134.4{135.8

| ! }

107, 7 107. 2|106.8 104.7,108.7(107.5{105.7(109.2(102.6(105.4/112.7

105.5{109. 6 106.4]106.3108.5/107.1/103,0109.5(112.1|115.5{113.3

13. Misoellaneous—
(@) Furs4)....... ....| 88.5

ZIGIEXT F009VT 40 INARLEVIIA
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therewith the table of index numbers on page 20 will be useful as showing
from year to year the movemeént of prices both for the entire list and also
for the several groups. It should be noted that the level indicated by the
number 100 in the diagram and table represents the average price during the
decade 1890-1899, the period adopted as the ‘‘base period’’ or standard of _ ;
measurement and comparison.§ |

It will be seen that in 1890-91, the earliest years covered, the general ten-
dency of prices in Canada was steeply downward. This tendency was unin-
terrupted until 1896, a time of panic-depression and political unrest in the i
United States, the effects of which were keenly felt in Canada. With the year S
;
1

1897, however, a pronounced and even violent reaction set in,—the beginning
of the movement which, continued since, forms the basis of the present- cost
of living problem. In five years time the rise had fully made good the loss
of the early nineties, and by 1907, or the conclusion of ten years, the gain
amounted to no less than thirty-seven per cent. The advance had not been |
wholly without interruption: there was a pause in 1899, and another in 1903.
A third and more considerable reaction, amounting this time to a recession of |
several points, occurred after the ‘‘crest’’ of 1907. It lasted, however, little ;
more than a year, and by 1909 the rise was again in full progress. The years |
1910, 1911 and 1912 witnessed, in fact, an even more rapid upward flight of -- 3
prices than that which characterized the years preceding 1907: by Decem-
ber, 1912, the general level stood at a point approximately forty-eight per cent |
above that of the low year 1897. A check occurred in 1913, but the general

effect was little more than to discontinue the high speed of the advances of :
1910-11-12. As illustrated, therefore, by wholesale prices submitted to a care- !
ful process of selection and measurement, the rise in cost of living of the past b
sixteen years may be set down in round figures as fifty per cent. |

A statement of this kind requires for the sake of perspective some explana- |
tion as to the level from which the rise ‘‘took off’’. As a matter of fact, the
year 1897 represents the bottom of a prolonged decline. Beginning with 1873,
prices, which were then excepfionally high, fell rapidly until 1882-4, when
there was a temporary check and moderate recovery ; thereafter they declined
with almost equal rapidity until 1890, after which year their course may be
seen in the frontispiece diagram. In point of fact, the price level in 1897
was at its lowest, certainly since 1848, and probably in over one hundred
years.® Thus a fact to be borne in mind in discussing the present rise is that
it had its origin in an exceedingly low level and that the period with which |
the present generation is apt to compare existing conditions was. one of e‘
abnormally low prices, especially in foods and other lines entering extensively
into domestic consumption.®® : i

tA period of years is preferable as a “base” to & single year. as tending to eliminate the effect of
temporarily abnormal features. (Bee Department of Labour. report, WAolesale Prices, 1890-1909, p. 440.)

*See Part II, Bectiog (1), Chapter II, for general historical sketch of prices. See, in particulsr,
diagram showing course of prices in England from the beginning of the Nineteenth Century up to the
Present, based on the index numbers of Jevons, Sauerbeck and the Board of Trade.

**“In 1896, the United States was swept into & political conflict seldom, if ever, equalled in intensity 3
and bitterness, by what! By nothing else than the low cost of living! The Democratic platform of that
year denounced the Republican party and its administration because ‘the products of the people's toil are
depressed in price until they no longer pay the cost of production.’ Prices were 80 low that industry 1sn- ‘
Ruished, wages declined, and unemployment .was widespread. The remedy proposed—and it would be
laughable if it were not tragic—the remedy proposed was the restorstion of high prices by depreciation of
the currency.'—Ottawa Citizen, Jan. 20, 1914.
8ir George Paish, who looks forward (Statist, Feb, 14, 1014) to a decline fn prices, adds: *T
Scarcely need to state, however, that there is no prospect of prices falling back to the unprofitable level
of the 'minetiece—that condition of affsirs was greatly to be regretted from every point of view, arising
J
4

8 it did from & condition of intense discredit. Buch an abnormal depression is unlikely to recur for
many years."
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“Weighted”’ Averages. The jndex number of wholesale prices quoted
above is obtained by averaging on an equal basis the index numbers for the
several commodities. In other words, each article has been regarded as of equal
importance from the standpoint of consumption. This, of course, is not true
to the fact, though in an inquiry covering so many articles, the disadvantage
tends to disappear.§ By way, however, of adjusting the group index numbers
approximately to their importance a series of ‘‘weights’’ based on a system
suggested by the British Association for the Advancement of Science has been
constructed.} The table of “‘weighted”’ and’ ‘‘unweighted’’ numbers follows,
while the chart on the following page shows the results since 1900 at a glance :—

WEIGHTED >AND UNWEIGHTED INDEX NUMBERS, 1890-1913.

Weighted | Unweighted

YEAR. Number. Number,
112.0 110.3
111.3 108.5
1649 102.8
103.9 102.5
97.2 97.2
95.68 95.6
90.6 92.5
89.9 92.2
095.5 96.1
99.0 100.1
1058 108.2
106 0 107.0
109.6 109.0
108.7 110.5
110.6 111 .4
113.8 113.8
120.1 120.0
120.2 126.2
125.1 120.8
126.3 121.2
128.0 124.2
1311 127 .4
143.9 134.4
139.8 135.5

§It is overcome in part by the inclusion of several quotations in the case of the more important
commodities, and in part by tbe fact that several articles are represented indirectly more than once—as
for example, wheat in branm, shorts, four lines of flour, bread at two localities, and soda biscuits.

1See Report of Committee on index numbers, 1887, 1888, 1889 and 1890. The “‘weights™ in questiod
follow :—

Weight.
Qrains and fodder ............ s reanss 18
Animals snd meats ......-c0v 10
Fish .oovvcncannonecns 214
Dairy produce «...cooevoccscacs cees N 1%
Other f00d8 ... ocovccverans  iiseseeeasesetaserenanee veeave chese 15
Textiles ...ccvvveoaoracens canen venes 8
Hides, leather, boots and shoes .... 2
Metals and implements (8) metals ieieaenens 8
(b) Implements .....covonocenorasesrroseonaens P herane e 1
Fuel and lighting ........c.00 PPN R R R R R AR vesens 10
Building materials (a) lumber ..........cccoenvreens esacmseeresassratssasensann veesen 6
(b) miscellaneous building materials .. ccoecceraaniase eeasenaen 2
(c) paints, ete. 1
House furnishings ........... eeean eerans 2
Druss and chemicals ........cvcicnacinicnen . . 2
Miscellaneous (8) furs .......coooiuancns e rdeeeesaetantsreans R esesenen ieaaes 1
(b) liquors and tObBCCO . .u.oviercrasnornseronenenaas eseius e PN . 2
(e) sundry ........ e P feeressearersaee e seeanenanans eieanaee 2
—
Tetal. ....... hedssaenes reeessagereeaans eererieeireanes RN erasaseses 100
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It will be seen that in recent years, and especially in 1912, the weighted
number shows a more rapid advance than the unweighted. In 1913, however, it
fell considerably. The weighted number is important as it is probably, all things
considered, a better index than the unweighted of tendencies in the cost of
living, the chief weights being assigned to the groups whose price level directly
affects domestic expenditure. Judging by the two lines, the depression in 1907
did not have the lowering effect on cost of living that it had on general trade ac-
tivity, the fall being 4.1 points in the one and 5.4 in the other. Again during
1912 the steeply upward trend of the weighted line may be regarded as reflecting
the serious aspects of the rise from the cost of living viewpoint, while the fall in
1913 would apparently indicate that the reduction in cost of living is a more
prominent feature than during the set-back of 1907.

COURSE OF WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, BY WEIGHTED AND UNWEIGHTED INDEX NUXM-
BERS SINCE THE OPENING OF THE PRESENT CENTURY.

(Prices 1890-1899=100).
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Changes by Groups of Articles.

‘Generalizations of the above kind, though informing, require to be inter-
preted in the light of a more detailed analysis of tendencies in smaller groups
and in individual commodities.

A Noting the groups first: The most prominent rise between 1896 and the
present from a cost of living standpoint, is that which has taken place in animals
and meats, the advance being no less than 120 per cent. Dairy products have
gone up over 70 per cent, and fish over 60 per cent. Cereals are 70 per cent
higher, notwithstanding recent declines (in 1912, grains and fodders stood 107
per cent higher than in 1897). The group “‘miscellaneous foods’’, (which
includes fruits, vegetables, breadstuffs, sugar, tea, coffee, ete.,—49 articles in
all) stands on the average 36 per cent above the level of 1897, but this repre-

. sents a recession from 47 per cent in 1912. Furs, it will be noted, show the
highest gain of any of the sub-groups, but this is comparatively unimportant,
though the rise has been chiefly in low grade peltries. Lumber is another group
in -which the rise has been very pronounced (over 90 per cent); to the extent
to which this is reflected in house rents it is important from a householder’s
standpoint. The rise in paints, ete. (about 50 per cent) is also important.
House furnishings show a rise of 30 per cent, in part due to the rise in lumber

_just noted. The group of leathers and of boots and shoes is also very high,
showing a gain of between 60 per cent and 70 per cent. The fuel and lighting
group has latterly been advancing very rapidly, as a result of the rise in anthra-
cite coal and gasoline, though coal oil has kept low. Metals have fluctuated, but
on the whole are not so high as six years ago or as in 1890. Implements and
tools have been steady. The charts on the two next following pages illustrate
features of these changes.
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THE Course oF PriceEs IN CERTAIN GRoUPs oF COMMODITIES CANADA,
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COST OF LIVING 27 i
An analysis which shows very well how the general level of prices stood in
the various groups in 1913 is contained in the following table in which the 1913
prices are compared with those of (1) the decade 1890-99; (2) the year 1890;
(3) the low year in the respective groups, and (4) the preceding year 1912:—
- \
- PERCENTAGE OF INCREASE SHOWN BY PRICES IN 1913.
Compared | Compared. ~ Compared. Compared.
Group. with decade with with the with
1890-1899. 1880. low year. 1912, 1
L Grains and Fodder...................... 36.8 17.2 69.7-1897 *18.2 :
1. Animalsand Meats..................... 80.8 62.5 119.4-1596 12.4 |
1. Dairy Producte.......oooonnnennnnnonnn. 54.7 50.2 71.7-1807 2.7 |
IV, Fish.oeoeiieiinnni i 58.0 53.0 74.4-1802 15. |
V. Other Foods..................... —een 17.8 *2.1 37.0-1897 .5
V1. Textiles:— 1
(a) Woollens. ....... e ieraaaeaeaas 32.5 -24.8 35.7-1902 9.5
() Cottons. .........ovvevennnnnnn. 45.5 24,1 61.0-1898 8.1
(€} Bilkewannnnineeanians *2.2 *25.9 3.4-1912 34
(d) Flax.............. 14.7 15.8 46.5-1595 *1.3
(& Jute. ...l 119.¢ 105.2 145.1-1898 28.7 !
() Oilcloths. . .............. . 4.7 *14.0 29.1-1899 . .1 ’
VII  Hides, tallow, leather, boots and shocs ! !
(a) Hides and Tallow............. 82.8 ' 71.8 128.8-1894 3.2
(b) Leather......... 51.8 60.0 63.1-1804 1.3
(c) Boots and Shoe 63.9 63.4 65.9-1894 16.6 :
VIII. Metals and Implements: F
(a) Metals. ... .. 19.1 *5.0 39.0-1397 1.8 3
(b) Impiemecnts AN 5.6 1.7 13.4-1897 .9
IX. Fueland Lighting................o.0on. 18.2 10.1 26.4-1598 43
X. Building Materiala:—
(8) Lumber......................... 81.3 75.2 99.7~1898 89
(b) Miscellancous Materials. . . 12.7 4.2 29.0-1898 6.9 ;
(¢) Paints, Oil and Glass 44 .8 32.2 51.6-1894 2.5
XI. House Furnishings............ 26.2 26.0 20.4-1898 10.2
X!, Drugsand Chemicals................... 13.3 . 2.5 21.4-1899 .19 J
XIII. Miscelianeous;— ! ]
207.9 256.0 282 5-1898 36 i
34.7 42.0 41.9-1890 *13 2 .s
13.1 1.0 24.0-1897 T 8.4 1
All Commodities. . ............. ceeens 35.5 22.8 47.0-1897 .8 |
~ *
*Decrease.

Other arrangements of the data than the above are, of course, possible. |
For example, all the crude farm products (39 articles) may.be grouped and
compared with the manufactured farm products (30 articles), when it will be
seen that the rise in the former between 1897 and 1912 was greater than in the |
latter (77 per cent compared with 61 per cent), but that last year’s decline in |
fruits and grains has tended to equalize matters, so that manufactured home .
foods are now 62 per cent higher while erude products are 65 per cent higher. ‘

It ig interesting also to group the imported foods in the list. Imported foods =~ ¢ |
(17 articles) have moved up comparatively little (22 per cent) and that little |
almost entirely in the last three years. Taking all food stuffs, crude and fin- |
Ished, in the investigation (100 articles) and comparing them with all materials

(172 articles), the rise until last year was much greater in the former (62 per

cent compared with 39 per cent) ; the discrepancy, however, showed a tendency

to lessen in 1913 (58 per cent compared with 43 per cent), Again, if the com-

Parison is between raw materials and manufactured articles the rise has been

much greater in the former than in the latter (69 per cent compared with 41

Per eent.) Other analyses that might be suggested are consumers’ and pro-

ducers’ goods and organic, and inorganic goods.

’;w
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The index numbers on which the above statements are based follow :—

CRUDE FARM PRODUCTS—39 Articles.

. 1897 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913

ADDIEB. 1ot aa e 79.2 150.5 | 134.1 197.0 | 150.3 129.7
Barley, ODtATIO. . .. ooivvvneenioionroanieeiineaeeanns 62.2 145.1 131.7 170.6 194.5 135.3
Barley, Western. . .. c...ovvanrenticianneaan e . 86.9 160.9 144.9 19¢4.6 179.86 140.6
Beana.......... PP 62.1 177.9 171.4 170.1 231.1 200.7
Cattle, ONLATIO ... v cverriianonennnnrieeeionnns PR 88.7 152.2 160.9 154.4 176.7 152.8
Cattle, Western .. ...... PP 94.0 112.4 134.8 138.8 159.0 184.1
Cherries. . .covevvvaeensrorocacananivesaasss 98.1 111.7 128.5 128 .4 110.6 M5
Corn, No. 3. ..ot 57.0 164.6 148.3 141.4 172.2 151.7
Eggs (Toronto) 77.6 171.5 168.1 157.1 191.0 176.6'
Flaxeeed............... 85.0 194 .4 191 .4 208.1 160.0 108.0
Fowla. ... ...t 82.3 188.3 170.0 162.3 133.1 163.5
Grapes............. o 117.1 104.9 102.1 72.5 76.6 107.9
Hay.............. e 112.3 135.0 141.3 135.1 178.9 145.6
Hides (3 lines) 112.0 166.1 160.7 172.9 197.0 203 .4
2 1 TR R 105.2 147.5 ] 176.9 138.0 | 160.4 187.8
Honey.............c..- 82.7 147 . 4 129.3 131.9 141.8 134 4
Milk (Montreal) 100.0 127 .8 127.9 127.9 13¢.5 143.0
Milk (Toronto)......... 106.2 125.68 139.1 138.8 151.8 149 .2
Milk (Vietoria) % . ... iieieaannnreeauas e 100.0 113.7 113.7 136.4 159.1 159.1
QOats, Ontario 69.2 150.7 119.0 129.1 154.2 123.7
Oats, Western 59.6 133.3 115.2 120.6 134.8 111.7
Onions 128.7 117 .4 109 .4 174.9 219.2 147.7
Peaches 63.6 105.7 69.0 101.6 88 .8 69.3
o I 56.5 1021 111.9 79.2 93.0 78.5
Peas, Ontario 75.0 158 .4 142 8 155.4 202.4 181.2
Plums 62.2 89 .4 130.7 68.1 75.3 55.8
Potatoes (Toronto) 66.0 | 1428 1033 | 2204} 2370 154.6
Raspberries 60.3 167 119 4 156.5 | 170.4 1691
) 2 S R R TR 71.3 140 4 131 .4 144 .6 168.3 123.9
Sheep 79 4 100.0 118 2 103.6 121.0 137.68
Straw 909 133.8 125.3 112.7 173.9 149.2
Strawberries 80.4 R6. 4 93.3 135.7 119.8 146.9
Tomatoes 86.5 98.3 114 .4 106.5 103.0 179.6
Turkeys 89 .3 185.8 169 .8 1858 191.9 211.2
Turnips 69.2 93.7 110.8 113.2 142 0 106 .2
Wheat, Ontario 101.3 143.0 129.7 111.5 126 .1 120.9
Wheat, Western 101 .8 | 142.5 129.5 123.7 126.1 114.1
Wool, unwashed 105.6 107.5 119.0 124 .5 121.5 141 4
Wool, washed . . oo ouvennmrannrroarioneeiiiiiananas 110.9 106.6 113.5 106 .9 105.7 129 8

7 .. 86.3 134.7 132.1 139.4 152.7 142.3

e’
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' MANUFACTURED FARM PRODUCTS.—30 Articles.

1897 1909 1910 1911 1012 1913

Apples, evaporated.......... e eeeeae ettt aaane., 64.7 93.6 97.1 158.8 118.1 89.5
BACOD. . .vvrriranennan e 101.7| 146.0 { 179.7 | 149.7 | 158.4 | 183.7
Beef, dressed, hindquarters......... 102.5 168.2 205.1 198.8 231.8 { 230.0
Beef, dressed, forequarters. ........ 84 .0 131.7 1721 159.1 182.2 190.0
TR PR | 139.5 | 159.5] 146.1 | 150.3 | 184.5

649 1s2.2) 1709 | 183.8]| 1969 165.2

98.1 1 1244 | 131.1] 1290.6 | 1434 | 131.8

.. 94.4| 1172} 1224} 133.6 | 141.1} 130.7

Flour, straight rollers.................... 106.5 | 136.7 | 129.7] 116.6| 121.0] 185
Flour, strong bakers. .. .......cocvviiiiinnennnnnnn.. 106.8 123.2 117.8 107.1 114.0 108 .1
Flour, Winter wheat patents. . .................c...... 103.6 124 .5 118.0 105.3 111.7 111.8
Flour, Manitoba, first patents. ........................ 1079 120.3 | 124.0] 113.9| 120.0| 115.2
GIUCOBE. o vt it ittt ittt et 55.0 | 1453 ] 138.1| 124.5| 1426 | 140.3
1007 | 131.1 162.2| 140.9 | 144.7 | 171.1

98.4| 1668} 1860 153.3| 175.2 | 207.3

#8.4 | 147.7| 161.2] 137.7] 163.7| 190.0

78.2{ 161.3] 178.1| 131.1| 156.1] 163.4

Leather (4 lines) 98.9) nes| 1229 123.2] 136.5§ 151.8
Linseed Qil (raw and boiled) 77.1] 1008 147.2] 1524 | 1519 103.4
Malt. . e veevsn...l 10050 1234 1234 1361 1623 1258
Maple Sugar................ e i 85.2| 197.0] 1259 120.4 | 124.5] 1490
MuUtton. oo e 66.1] 1217 112.3( 1946 1147 1285
80.7) 143.3] 1237 | 1209 | 1356 123.9

84.5| 1571} 180.0| 143.5] 1564 182.3

66,0 162.2] 181.7| 1619 177.1| 1481

70.7 | 1129 1138} 114.7| 1178] 121.3

131.3 60.6 61.4 50.4 89.6 89.1

1026{ 1426} 1541 150.0] 1554 | 176.0

77.5 97 .0 999 1404 | 135.8| 113.2
109.11 104.7] 1189 119.1| 119.8 126.8

All........... ettt e 89.9 | 1309 | 138.9 | 136.1 | 144.8 | 145.7

*Including those which have passed through the first manufacturing process only.
EXOTIC FOODS*—17 Articles.

1897 1909 1910 1911 1012 1913
Bananas. . ....... e 8.1 1152 1106 92 4 04| 1082
Chocolate. .. ....,..... PP [ 87 6| 1100 1065 1085] 1065} 106.5
Cofiee, Rio® .. ....... [N 74.5 51.8 740 1003 1306 13.1
Coffee, Santos......... e e e e, £9.0 62.8 731 ] 1004 1127} 107.7
Creamof Tartar............o..... %9.9 84.7 91.3{ 101.1 4.0} 1079
Curranta......... e, 97.3) 1372 1325| 1373)] 166! 1279
Lemons.......ooovuiniennini . 857 74.6 87 8 92.5 92.0 | 103.5
Molasses........... e e e, 72.5 786 69.9 728 69 9 67.9
Oranges..,............ e, e 95.9 92 0 06.4 R1.5 79.1| 105.2
e 1 U a3 me| nNse| nso| 144.7] 142.4
Prunes...,............. s 1066 1100 035) 15621 12590 126.2
Raisina................. 01.1 R8 6.7} noi1| 121.3] 108.0
Rice............. 10241 1123 N785| N93| 1159 121.8
Bugar, granulated. .. .. ..ot I 582 o50{ 1028| 1031 ] w72 92.6
Bugar, Yellow. .ooovvvinununnnnnenenn o] 1078 N7 N2 v .8
Ll TP .. 79.4 93 2] 1109 | 1351 1385} 1146
L P . 98 4| 1326 1310 1205 130.2| 127.9
Al s 90.8 964 98.3] 1105| 113.2} 110.7

*Including foods manufactured from imported raw materiala.

e ol
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ALL FOOD STUFFS.—100 Articles.
1897 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Grains and fodder.......... J 80.6| 149.9 | 140.7 | 148.4 | 167.3| 136.8
ADIimals And MEALS. . ouvnnerrerncacnmeraroaresasasanns 00.4] 148.6| 163.6 ] 146.6 | 160.8| 180.8
Dairy produce... ... 001! 133.6| 135.7| 136.2| 159.0} 154.7
Fishoivuroeraranannen o8 6] 13¢.0] 114.1| 143.6 | 155.7) 158.0
Other fOOdB . - v e onerrveeenennnenrasacasnons Ve 86.0 | 107.6 | 111.3| 116.0 | 126.0 ] 117.8
All....... e eeiaeanean s e 87.6| 126.71 120.8} 133.1 | 142.1; 138.5

. ALL MATERIALS.—172 Articles.

)
i 1897 1900 1910 1911 1912 1913

98.0 | 108.3 114.7 119.2 120.7 130.8

100.1 135.4 136.2 139.6 152.4 163.9

89.0 102.5 99.7 107.2 113.7 112.4

86.4 103.8 103.0 100.5 113.3 118.2

93.9 154.6 158.5 165.4 166.5 181.3

Other building materials....... ..ot .- 87.7 105.7 109.2 102.6 105.4 112.7
Paintsand oils. ...... F 95.5 135.2 145.5 154.5 148.6 144 .8
House furnishings. .. ...coooveeeerrcereainanaacenns 99.8 110.4 110.6 110.6 114.5 126.2
Drugs and chemicals. .......... e iiare e 96.5 96.8 109.5 112.1 115.5 1133
b 27T T R R 88,0 | 227.6 | 234.5] 252.9 2903.7 | 307.9
Mixcellaneous. . ... FR R P LR 92.1 121.6 118.0 100.3 104.3 113.1
All...ooiieviinnins F R 92.9 117.8 120.9 123.7 129.2 133.7

PRODUCTS OF THE MINE.~—I12 Articles.

1897 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913

ADHMONY .+ e s s s eenrnranononronacssens BN n.a 62 9 63.3 4.9 69.0 R3.5
COPPET . o cevevnnrarnsnrsnnanes eesesnaaene PR 105.8 102.6 98.7 130.8 124 .0
P eeees e e vee..| 965 eo.1| 1034 1152 139.2| 141.6
Nickel....... e e 73 .4 95.4 7.5 89.7 483 001
Quicksilver....... FR N 94.1 ) 12.2| 151 | 1221 032 96.5
Silver.......... e e R1.1 69.6 71.0 71.2 #1.2 79.8
Kpelter........ e J 203! 1058| 110.3] 11744 1353} 131.3

L 37 VI e e a e 748} 1497 1676 2103 | 2207 | 227.5
L T 2 - T R R T o3| 12471 1225 1223 1223 1222
Coml, B. Couereeeeeeeeeeiaeaeae e et e 1M3.3| 1226 1319} 7.0 1470
Coal Penna, anthracite. . .... | 991 | 1M39] 1539 | 1193 | 1203} W70
Trom, pigy No. 3, NoBuuiliiiuiiinian e e 1143} 1181} 1231 1201 ] 1308
All,...... e il ses ) 1] w2 47| 1248 1260

.
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COST OF LIVING . 31 :
' . )
RAW MATERIALS AND MANUFACTURED ARTICLES.
. ¢ I:
Number of ’ ‘ !
Commo- 1890 1897 1907 1911 1912 1918
dities. !
' Raw......... a7 1129 | 8.4 |120.1 {1418 {1545 | 141.9 {
Foods................... h :
Manufactured. 51 104.2 93.7 118.5 129.3 135.9 134.7 :
N 7 .
Raw......... 108 113.4 102.1 134.7 144.5 149.3 202.8
Clothing§.......... ...... :
Manufactured. 17 101.2 .| 98.9 121.4 124.1 127.0 139.4
Raw......... 12 120.9 85.5 141 .4 109.4 115.3 117.1 ‘
Metals and Metal Products
Manufactured. 34 121.2 91.9 115.6 102 .4 103.4 107.5 :
Raw......... 11 99.2 98.4 165.2 158.8 158.7 174.6 - g
Lumber and Wood Products
N Manufactured. 18 101.9 97.1 140.9 131.2 142.68 149.8
. Raw......... 3 100.1 | 98.7 1156 |124.5 {132.9 , 135.4 1
Fuel and Lighting......... 3
. Manufactured. 7 110.0 7.7 [ 1017 83.1 99.1 108.3 1
Raw......... 89 111.7 89.7 | 140.7 | 146.8 | 154.9 152.0
N -
: Manufactured. 185 110.1 91.0 1118.8 |118.4 | 124.9 128.8 .

§Exclusive of furs (4 lines).

Still another analysis especially interesting from the present point of view
is that of all the foods included in the investigation taken in the form in which
- they enter the household (that is, meats, but not animals; flour, bread and bis-
cuits, but not wheat; etec., etc.) The number of these is eighty-one and their
index numbers of the last three ycars are as follows, the accompanying chart
being for assistance in the interpretation—the figures at the side of the chart
showing the percentage level compared with the decade 1890-99.

INDEX NUMBERS OF FOODS, 1911, 1912, 1918.

Meats, Fish, Dairy, Fruits, Vegetables, Breadstuffs, Sugar, Tea, Coffee, Condi-
ments, ete. (Eighty-six in number). -

(Average Prices, 1890-1899=100).

1913 1912 1911 ,
131 .8 143 0 132 0
129.1 146.7 131.2
1290 3 146 3 120 2
120.5 147 .4 128 2
128 .5 146 5 127 6
130 9 1453 120 3
128.7 1381 1301
124 6 137 3 IRTIEN
126 5 134 5 134 1
126 9 136.6 135 9
: 7 139 9 135 2 .
D 1359 140.7 137.7
Year............ e T 130.1 141.7 132 2




32 ' - DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT ‘

RELATIVE PRICES OF FOODS,* 1911, 1912 AND 1913.

Including Meats, Fish, Dairy Products, Fruits, Vegetables, Breadstuffs, Sugar,
Tea, Coffee, Condiments, ete. .

(Average Prices, 1890-1899=100).

—_— 0 = £ = 3 &5 O & 8

148 168
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*This includes all finished food products covered in the investigation, eighty-one in number, but is
exclusive of raw farm products, such as grain, fodder snd animals, and of liquors and tobacco.
4

Changes in Important Staple Commodities.

For the examination of the price tendencies of individual ecommodities,
reference must be made to the large table. It may be convenient, however, to
append a few notes of the briefest character with regard to certain important
staples: .

Wheat—The low years were 1894-1806 (61-65c). Between that and 1909, the high
year, there was a rise of 45¢c a bushel. The present level is 18-20 cents below the high
mark. ’

Oats.—Prices rose from 20¢ in 1896 to 40-45¢ in 1909, falling to 33-37c¢ in 1913. The
1912 world crop was the heaviest on record,

“ Barley.—The rice in Western barley was from 2lc in 1896 to 62¢ in 1911, and in Eastern
barley from 28e in 1897 to 79¢ in 1912, The 1011 eastern crop was very short.

Hay.—Baled hay which sold for $8 in Montreal in 18§94 brought $17.25 in 1912 and $14
in 1913, ‘

Bran and Shorts.—These commoditics have considerably more than doubled since 1897
In 1912 prices were at least 160 per cent higher than in 197. The demand for feed for the
increased dairy herds is the caure attributed. Bran and shorts being hy-products, the price
is governed largely by demand, supply being determined by other factors,

Cattle and Beef.—Western cattle have risen from $2.76 (1894) to $6.77 (1913), the
early quotation being for ranchers; while Eastern cattle have risen from $3.02 (1896) to
$6.99 (1913). Beef has followed, the rire in forequarters having been considerably more
pronounced than in hinds, being from $4.06 (1895) to $1L75 (1913), or by two and one-
half times. )

Hogs and Hog Products—A price of #9.08 in 1913 compares with one of $3.86 in 1896
for live hogs. Dressed bogs and various hog producta rhow increases from 100 per cent up
in the past fifteen years. . -

Poultry.—The rire since. 1897 has been about 150 per cent. Fowls have doubled in
price. and chickens and turkeys more. than doubled. .

Butter—Butter which soid at 18-22¢ in the early 90’s now brings from 25-20¢ whole-
gale.' Summer prices are double what they used to be, but butter always inclined to be dearer
in winter, and the rire on a cold-weather basis is not so pronounced.
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Cheese.—The rise since 1896 is between 50 and 60 per cent.

Eggs—The rise is approximately 150 per cent in fifteen years.

Fish—Dry cod-fish has risen about 50 per cent since 1895-1900. Halibut is up from 7¢ to
10¢. Salmon trout and whitefish have risen from 6%ec¢ to 12c in the past fifteen years.

Canned Salmon.—The price varies with the pack, but it was $8.25 in 1913 as compared
with $3.75 in 1897. The world’s demand has greatly increased.

Apples—Prices since 1909 have been at least 40-50 per cent higher than obtained in
the 90’8, Evaporated apples were very high in 1911 (13¢), but are back to the price common
several years ago (7-8¢). Other fresh fruits are as a rule cheaper than they used to be.

Potatoes.—From year to year potatoes now run considerably higher, the years 1911 and
1912 witnessing unprecedentedly high prlees. The demand is larger and steadier than before
in the 90’s.

Flour—Flour on the whole has been steady since 1909, being considerably higher than
1900.

Oatmeal.—Oatmeal during the past five years has been on considerably higher levels
than in 1896. Prices were as low as $3 a barrel in 1896, but this was exceptional. It is
now approximately $5 a barrel, or about 30 per cent above the level of 1890-99,

Tea and Coffee.—There has been a slow but steady rise in tea, the cumulative effect of
which amounts to about 30 per cent. Coffee went down rapidly from 1895 to 1902, and
stayed low until 1909 on account of heavy production in Brazil. It has since recovered to its
former level, but was weak last year on the abandonment of the valorization scheme by the
Brazilian Government.

Sugar.—Crop conditions govern prices from year to year. 1911 and 1912 were the
highest years since 1893, but a present price of $4.59 per hundredweight compares with one
of $7.10 in 1890.

Wool.—A slump in wool occurred in 1901, "but prices firmed in 1905. They were low
again in 1908, but are now high. The forelgn wool market governs.

Cotton.—Since 1904, there have heen several years of short supplies and high pnces.
Prices are now appronmately 50 per cent higher than in 1890-99.

8ilk.—Prices have fallen recently and are still low, being fully 10 per cent lower a]l
round than they were in the 90’s.

Leather.—Prices are approximately 40 per cent higher than in the ’90’s.

Iron and Steel.—Prices went down during the 90’s, but have recovered, though not to as
high a level. They are still a little under those of 1900,

Copper.—Prices were very high about 1907 and have been low since until Jast year when
they rose to a point about 25 per cent higher than the level of 1890-99.

Lead.—1907 and 1912 were high years, but 1910 and 1911 saw prices about the same as
in the 80’s.

Coal.—Bituminous coal has been fairly steady, but anthracite coal has gone up ma-
terially in the past five years.

Coal Oil.—Prices have gone down from 20c a gallon, which was common in the 90’s,

to 12¢ in 1911 and 15¢ in 1913. This, it is said, has been rendered possible by the enormous.

demand for gasoline previously a by product in the manufacture of coal oil. Gasoline has
advanced from 17¢ in 1900 to 25¢ in 1913,

Bricks, Lime and Cement.—Bricks have gone up by 60 per cent since 1890-99. Lime
has advanced by nearly 40 per cent. Cement prices, however, were all but cut in half be-
twveen 1896 and 1912. They are now slowly advancing.

Linseed Oil—Prices fluctuate with the flax crop, being very high in 1911 and 1912 (50
Per cent over 1890-99) but much easier in 1913.

Rosin.—Prices have been mu]tiplie(.l by four in the last twenty years.

Methylated Spirits.—The price has been reduced by the Government to approximately
60 per cent of what it used to be.

Sulphuric Acid.—This important chemical has doubled in price since 1902.

Tobacco.~The Canadian raw leaf has doubled in price. A standard plug has advanced
by 35 per cent since the '90’s.

Newsprint Paper.—Prices have gone down from an average of $3 per hundredweight
in 1890-99 to $2 during the last three years.

Binder Twine—This important article is lower than it used to be, motwithstanding a
rapid advance last year.

Rubber.—Prices were very high in 1910-11, but fell to less thaa half in 1913, They
are now about on the average that prevailed during the '90°s,

Soap.—Boap has been going up steadily, with increasing cost of manufacture.

Starch.—8tarch follows corn and was very high (6¢) in 1908, Tt is now 5.6c. In 1892
it fell below 4c. :

J . :



DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLES;ALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.

2 Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
; Department of Labour, Canada.
" Unit. Market 1860 4 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895
I.—GRaINs aAND FODDER:— . s s $ $ s s
(@) Grains: : .
Wheat Manitoba Northern No. 1{ Bu. Winnipeg | * .8456 .9308 .8012 .7333 .6125 L7181
Wheat, Ontario No. 2......... b Toronto. . .9266 L9789 L78455 .6110 .5760 \7013
Barley Canada Western No. 3.. * Winnipeg. .5625 . 3300 .3016! .2950 .2700! .3075
Barley, Ontario, No.2......... * | Toronto. . L4996 . 4950 . 42501 .3%46 L4002 .4424
QOats, Canada Western No. 2.... o Winnipeg. .4233 .3458 .2225] L2775 .3025 .2716
QOats, Ontario, White, No. 2., .. s Toronto. . L3791 .4245]  .2043; 3088}  .3139]  .3043
,Corn American Yellow No. 3. .. e . 4679 .7031 4791, .5262 LA7001 L4177
. Flax Seed N. W. Manitoba No. 1|........ Winnipeg. | ... feeeaafovana, | R, RS R
Peas, Ontario, No. 2.......... “ Toronto. . .5825 .6791 .5929¢ .5504 . 53764 .5479
Rye, Ontario, No.2............ - . . 4795 .7491 L6704 L4854 .4416 4787
- (b) Podder: ’
Hay, No. lo..cviivivinnnnnns Ton Montreal 9.1400{ 9.1200] 11.0200! 10.1000] 7.9100f 9. 5400
Hay, Timothy, Baled, NO l . o Toronto. .| 9.9430! 10.2710| 11.0730; 9.6370( 9.0210{ 10.5910
Straw, Baled......... P . i o 5.8540| 6.2200| 6.6350' 5.7050F 5.6450] 5.6830
Bran, Ontario, .......... . . . 13.3700] 15.1700| 13.0800] 12.9500} 13.3600| 13.5600
Shorts Optatio............ vae * i 16.2900| 18.5000| 17.4300{ 15.8100| 15.5200| 15.8500
II.—ANTMALS AND MEATS:—
. (a) Cattle and Catile Products:
; Cattle, Weatern, Butchers......] Cwt. | Winnipeg.| 3.7500{ 3.6250| 5.3540] 3.8950| 2.6870{ 3.1870
Cattle, Butchers, Choice Streers « Toronto..{ 4.1830| 3.9630] 3.8740{ 4.4530| 3.9650{ 3.7110
Beef, dressed, bindquarters. ... . . o #8. 04201 *7.79201 *7.7500] *7.8330| *7.22260] *7.5000
Beef, dreased, forequarters..... - s #5.4500] *5.1200] *5.2400! *5.3100; *4.5400| *4.0600
Beef, Plate.......... . - Montreal |........L........ PP P U P
Veal............ P * { Toronto. .| *7.8960; *7.8540| *7.9580] *8.4320| *7 4090 *G.3540
Unit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901
1.—GraiNs axp FODDER:— $ I ] $ $ ]
(@) Graing:
Wheat Manitoba Northern No. 1| Ba. Winnipeg 8552 ".7%R8 L9316 .70%9 L7456 L7518
Wheat, Ontario No. 2......... “ Toronto. . L7304 L7658 L8002 L6567 .6591 .6616
Barley Canada Western No. 3. . . Winnipeg. L2183 L2800 . 3988 L3258 L3501 .3950
Barley, Ontario, No. 2..... . od Toronto. . .3523 L2823 L3785 L3960 » 4072 .4430
Oate, Canada Western No. 2.... * Winnipeg. .2033 L2708 L3833 .3216 .3433 . 4033
Oats, Ontario, White, No. 2.... “ Toronto. . L2064 L2079 L2754 L2885 2666 .331
Corn American Yellow No. 3. .. *° “ .2995 .2520 3820 .4231 . 4604 L4956
Flaz S8eed N. W, Manitoba No. 1|........{ Winnipeg.|....... }J....... ... oo PR PN
Peas, Ontario, No. 2.......... o Toronto. . . 4595 4154 5441 6285 . 5906 L6788
Rye, Ontario, No.2............ - ' .4116 L3641 .4931 .5316 4075 4938
(b) Fodder: . .
Hay, No.l......conanians v..| Ton Montreal | 12.2400] 10.8400| 8.0300] 7.64001 9.5400] 10 7300
Hay, Timothy, Baled, No. 1.... " Toronto, .| 12.5230{ 9.8410[ 7.9000 7.93%0[ 9.1150} 9.5100
Straw, Baled. .....c0c00vnvqn. » " 7.3430| 5.2360[ 4.5200{ 4.7180 4.9060] 5.3430
Bran, Ontario. . ....cvvvvevaas * g 9.5500[ 7.8500] 9.7800] 12.1600( 13.1200] 12.9300
Shorts Ootario........coveven. * hd 10.7500 9.7500[ 12.9300{ 14.8500| 15.0400| 14.7700
II.—ANIMALS AND MEATS:—
(a) Cattle and Cattle Producte:
Cattle, Western, Butchers......| Cwt. | Winnipeg.| 3.1860[ 3.43%01 3.7700| 3 8050 3.5200( 3 RS540
Cattle, Butchers, Choice Steers. - Toronto. .| 3.0200/ 3.3030| 3.8040] 3.8R780! 4.22007 4.3620
Beef, dressed, hindquarters..... o . *6.1550| *8.70000 *8 95001 *7.5000{ *7 8750 *7.9220
Beef, dressed, forequarters. . ... b . *3.2400| *3.9500] *4.6300| *5.1200| *4.9420| 4.9700
Bee!, Plate..... " Montreal [........|........|.. [P PO RN vees
Veal.......... o Toronto. .| *5.4060 *6.7500] *7.7200 *7.2500| *8.1040| *7. 2730
*Farmers’ Market.
ey
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. WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913.

Average annual prices based on records of monthly :nd weekly prices as published by the . !
Department of Labour, Canada.

Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1805 1906 1907

nes

|
I.—GRraINs axD FODDER:— $ $ $ ] $ $ )
a) Grains: : H

Wheat Manitoba Northern No. 1| Bu. Winnipeg. .7291 LTRTS) .9163 .9031 L7604 .8809 ; !
Wheat, Ontario, No. 2......... “ Toronto. . .7300 .7331 .9468| .9238; .7618 .8381 ; k
Bartley, Canada Western, No. 3. “ Winnipeg. .3783 .3191 .3058 .3745 L4122 .40668 i 3
Barley, Ontario, No. 2......... " Toronto. . . 4753 L4385 .4382 4711 4900 . 5900 M 1;
Oats, Canada Western, No. 2... . Winnipeg. .3675 .3137 .3620 .3628 .33r7 4002 : 4,
Oats, Ontario, White, No.2.... . Toronto. . .4022 .3136 .3234 .3782 .357¢9 . 4350 ]

Corn, American Yellow, No. 3. . * . .6179 L5395 - .5458 -5366 . 5425 .8075 i
Flax Seed, N.W. Manitoba No. 1 . Winnipeg.|........ e N 1.0700{ 1.2300 !
Peas, Ontsario, No. 2.......... v Toronto. .| . .7779 .6538 .8370 L6941 L7800 .8043
Rye, Ontario, No. 2........... - * . 5350 .5106 .5093 .86693 .6708 L7045 .
(b) Podder:
Hay,No. 1. oL oooeiinio., Ton | Montreal | 9.5400{ 10.5000[ 9.7700! 9.0300} 10.1800| 15.3700 :
Hay, Timothy, Baled, No. 1.... * Toronto..| 9.6980| 9.0230| 8 5830 7.7810 9.3330| 14.1880
Straw, Baled............... .. * . 8.2080| 5.0930| 5.9380f 5.96s0! 5.9160[ 7 7810 .
Bran, Ontario. .....coovvunen. | o 15.6700| 14.4100{ 14.8900] 13.7200{ 16.1K00| 20.3700 3
Shorts, Ontario. .......... e “ - 18.6000! 17.2500{ 17.2000] 17.2900| 18.4700| 21.6300 ;
IL—ANiMALS AND MEaTs:—
(a) Cattle and Catile Products: !
Cattle, Western, Butchers. ..... Cwt. | Winnipeg.| 4.0200| 3.7200| 3.7080] 3.5410] 3.8320| 4.4160 ’
Cattle, Butchers, Choice Steers. . Toronto..i 4.9000 4.4700] 4.4950{ 4 5700! 4. 5150} 4.8540
Reef, dressed, hindquarters.... . oo “ *8.3060] ©6.8000] 6.5898{ 6.5220] 6.7700 7..6%8 i
Beef, dressed, forequarters. . ... " *“ *5.4170| *5.3190| *5.1250| *5.3860! *5.3060| *5.4720 :
Beef, Plate.covoovinninnn.... " Montreal |....... .J.......]........L....... 6.7100| 7.4400
Veal...oovinrrinnennnannnannn. o Toronto. . '7.7500 7 7610; 7.5740| 8.1900 9©.0780] 8.9230
Unit, Market. 1908 1909 1910 1911] 1912 1918 ' T
I —Grains axp Foopzn:— ] ] s ] $ $ .]
(a) Grains®
Wheat Manitoba Northern No.1] Bu, Wionipeg.| 1.0397( 1.08368! 1.0001 .9553 L9744 .8810
Wheat, Ontario, No. 2......... * | Toronto. . L8043] 1.0810 9810 L8429 9767 .9137 ‘
Barley, Canads Western, No. 3. s Winnipeg. L4879 8157 4064 .6261 .8779] 4525 :
Barley, Ontario, No 2......... i Toronto. . L8073 . 8016 . 3400 L6950 L7028 .5513 ;
Oats, Cadada Western, No. 2... * Wianipeg .3041 L4029 L3481 . 3848 4074 .3374
Oata, Ontario, White, No. 2. ... " Toronto. . L4452 4527 .3578 L3KTR L4831 L3714
Corn, American Yellow, No. 8. . . . L7608 .T278 . 8569 .8250 L7812 L6630 3
Flax Seed,N.W. Manitoba No. 1 *° | Winnipeg.| 1.1600 1.3%00! 2.0420] 2.2210{ 1.7070| 1.1450
£ Peas, Ontario, No. 2.......... " Toronto. . .8607 8775 .T90R 8597 1.1206 L8005
H Rye, Ontario, No. 2..... cenae * " .8031 L7152 .6708 . 7382 L8594 .8325 .
i (&) Podder:
1 Hay,No.1.................. Toa Montreal | 13.9300( 13.0200| 13.6250| 13.0210] 17.2700! 14.0420
Hay, Timothy, Baled, No. 1.. " Toronto. .| 13.1040) 12.7710 13 68k0{ 13.1470| 16.2700| 12.5210
3 Straw, Baled................. o " 8.1450/ 7 70R0| 7.208)] 6.47901 10.0000{ 13.1040
i Brao, Ootario. ............. .. " . 20.7000{ 23.0200] 20.6450] 22 2083) 23 7916 19.95%0 j
% Shorta, Onwio. [ .. . " 22.5000{ 23.9700| 22.4160| 23.9170| 26.1660| 21.8750 - :
] lL—Axiuais axp Mrama:— E
i (a) Cattle and Cattle Products: ‘
Cattle, Western, Butchers . .. ... Cwt. | Winaipeg.| 4.0620] 4 1350| 4 0800] 5.0080] 5. 40| 6.7730 4
Cattle, Butchers, Choice ileen. ‘ Toronto. .| 4.9520] 5.6440| 6.1540] 5 0060 6.7580) 6. 9910 ; ;
Beef.-dressed, hindquarters... .. . * 7.8070{ 9 3650] 11.41801 11.0630( 12 9u30{ 12.8000 !
Beef, dreased, forequartters. . . . . " . *8.02101 6.2710{ 8.0000{ 7.4550] 8 5628 11 7451 %
Reef Plate................... * Montreal | 7.7800f 7.7200] 8.8300] 8.0%30[ 8.3120] 10 2000 :
L2 “, | Toronto..] B8.89%0| 9 3900} 10.1480] 9 8760| 10.2300] 11.5880 . §
H
*Farmers' Market .
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Continued.

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUE EXHIBIT

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as pubhshed by the
Department of Labour, Canada.

1891

Unit, Market 1890 1892 1893 1894 1895
II.—Animals and Meats (cont’d.) $ $ $ K ] [ $
(b) Hogs and Hog Products:
HOZS. .covvvieienencreansanns Cwt. | Toronto..| 4.6200[ 4.8240| 4.9850| 6.2120 4.6040] 4.2790
Hogs, dressed. ............... “ " +6.1600) *5.9650| *6.2080| *7.7560| *6.1200| *5.3880
Bacon, Breakfast, E.ng. Bonele.s. . Montreal | 10.6250] 9.6350] 10.0610] 12.6150{ 11.0410{ 10.0200
Hams, Medium Size........... " " 11.7500! 10.8640| 10.8950| 12.8400| 11.0200| 9.9790
Pork, Heavy Can. Bhort Cut .
Mess. .covvvnvcnnnananss Bbl. “ 16.2290' 16.6660] 16.5620| 21.7700; 18.0520| 15.5330
Lard, Pure.......covivunnnnen Lb. | Toronto.. .0895 L0935 .0989 L1245 .0882 .0836
(¢) Sheep, Muiton and Lamb: )
Sheep, Ewes, Light...c.....0.. Cwt. | Toronto..| 5.5000 4.9910! 4.8120{ 4.9330] 3.6540 3.3330
Mutton, dressed . . . *8.4280| *7.1040] *7.2500] *7.0830| *6.5230| *5.9790
Lamb, dressed.......c.000henen o °* *11.4160] *8.0330| *9.4090| *9.4560| *8.0120| *7.4320
() Poultry:
Fowls. ...coiiiiinnnnonanes Lb. Montreal .0950 L0775 0750 0595 L0790, 0693
. Turkeys. .coceeceoverecaocaas “ " .1150 .1025 .0956 10370 L0890 0850
III.—Da1ry Propucrs: —
Butter, Creamery, Finest...... Lb Montreal .2022 .2329 .2337 L2404 .2227 .1989
Butter, Creamery, Bolids....... “ Toronto. . 2111 .2608 .2341 .2303 L2225 L1917
Butter, Dariy Prints. . ........ . . 1467 .1650(  .1730 .1913 L1906 .1529
Cheese, Western, Coloured. hd Montml L0982 . 1005 1048 .1049 L1049 .0R88
Mik..... teeerecaseanens wo.| Gal .1400 . 1400 . 1400 . 1400/ . 1400 .1400Q
Milk, ... cvecoraveccnacns oo 8 Gals | Toronto. . .9350 .9350| .9516 L9516 L0666 .9666
Milk. .....cooeeccenvavannans Gal, Vietoria.. . .2200 . 2200 . 2200 . 2200 . 2200 .2200
Eggs, Fresh.....ccocivveenne, Dos. Moutreal .1743 . 16304 . 1462 1723 .1437 1689
......... essesecscssanen . Toronto. . L1598 .1531 .1359 L1473 L1258 1279
Unit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901
Al
I.—Animale and Meats (cont’d.) $ o $ ]
(b) Fogs and Hog Pndudc-

Hogs....coonevneane veeeeaes.| Cwt. | Toronto..| 3.8680( 35.0460 4.8740| 4.6250| 5.7620| 6.6890
Hogs, dressed. . ...covvounene. . " 4 9440| %6.2170| *5.9500| *5.6420{ *7.0690 *8.5100
Bacon, Breakfast, Eng. Boneless. . Montreal 8.9790! 10.7910( 11.6250| 11.2300{ 12.1250] 14.4580
Hams, Medium Sise........... . . 9.6040] 11.2080{ 11.4160] 11.6250] 12.2290| 13.6660
Pork, Heavy Can, Short Cut

M Bbl. . 12.3120| 13.7700| 16.3540| 15.5620] 18.0200| 19.4370
Lb. | Toronto.. .0717_ .0672 0736 .0668 .0926 . 1060

¢) Shesp, Mutton and Lamb:
Sheep, Ewes, Light............ Cwt. | Toronte..| 2.9230| 3.1870] 3.3540 8.4370] 3.6300( 3.3300
Mutton, dressed.......coeune “ " *4 _8750| *5.3440| *5.7050| *6.0000| *6.4580| *6.0000
Lamb, dressed.............. . “ ” *5.6340| *7.4720| *8.1660| *8.5620| *9.0830 *8.1250

(d) Poultry:
Fowi.......... aesessescenn .- Lb. Montreal | . .0625 .0575 .06862 .0530 L0550 .0510
Turkeys. ....oonaesnsn PRSPPI ” * 0767 .0843 .0940 .0082 . 000 . 0905
I11.—DairY PrODUCTS: —~

Butter, Creamery, Finest...... Lb. Montreal .1908 L1904 .1060 2035 2225 L2108
Butter, Creamery, Bolids....... ‘* - | Toronto. . L1787 L1817 . 1800 .1895 LIR77 L1971
Butter, Dairy Prints. .. ..... . ¢ “ . 1450 .1357 . 1600 L1810 L1809 L1852
Cheese, Western, Coloured. . ... " Montreal LOR54 L0053 .0X30 L1047 1121 .04
Milk.oeovuroorseronaaaennons Gal. o .1400)  .1400] 1400 (1400|1550 .1550
Milk. . oovrnnreannaanonsasans 8 Gals | Toronto. . L0766 1.0518] 1.0733) 1.0733] 1.0%18 1.0816
5.7 11 O Gal. Victoris... L2200 .2200 . 2200 . 2200 . 2200 . 2200
Eags, Fresh................ ..| Dos Montreal L1569 L1544 L1469 L1711 1756 LIR4R
. EQEB. cooveaversoccccansanans * Toronto. . .1200] -+ 1044 . 1254 1449 L1398 L1315

*Farmers' Market.
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADAI. 1902-1913.—Continued.
’
Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
‘Department of Labour, Canada.
Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907
Il —~Animals and Meats—(cont’d.) $ $ $ $ ] $
(b) Hogs and Hog Products:
Hoga.....ovvvivinnnnen.... Cwt. Toronto. .| 6.5470{ 5.8330{ 5.0930] 6.2200| 6.8120] 6.4390
Hogs,dressed................ o “ 8.5100] 8.0600{ 7.1930{ 8.5730{ 9.6380] 9.2450
Bacon, Breakfast, Eng. Boneless. «“ .Montreal’| 14.5830| 14.3330| 12.9370( 14 2500, 16.2290] 14.9580
Hams, Medium size........... . o 13.2700] 13.3120| 11.8950| 12.5400| 14.3750( 14.7500
Pork, Heavy, Can. Short Cut .
Mess.............ooune. Bbl. * 23.0000] 22.1450) 17.9580) 19.9210] 21.6870| 23.3120
Lard, Pure................... .Lb. Toronto. . .1104 .1001 0782 .0827 .1139 .1222
(c) Sheep, Muttm and Lamb: ’ !
Sheep, Ewes, Light............ Cwt. | Toronto..! 3.5830 3.3330| 3.4500] 3.8030| 4.629C| 4.7080
Mutton, Dressed............ . o * *5.8860] 7.8200{ 8.362C| 9.4650| 10.8810| 10.8080
* * *8.4250| *7.8210| *9.3440{*11.2710|*11.4320|*11.972C
Lb. Montreal .0735 .0830 .0791 .0855 0785 - .0895
“o. “ L1210 . 1350 . 1463 1445 L1208 .1335
HIL.—D a1ry Propucrs:—
Butter, Creamery, Finest. . .... Lh. Montreal .2104 L2112 .1963 .27 . 2362 .2541
Butter, Creamery, Solids. , " Toronto. . .1981 L1952 L1825 .2119 L2228 .2304
Butter, Dairy Prints. ... .. .- “ L1675)  .1681 L1475 1877 .1973 .2250
Cheese, Western, Coloured Montreal . 1069 L1157 .0930 .1120 .125¢ L1261
Milk " .1550] . 1550 .1550 . 1550 L1550 .1730
Milk Toronte .| 1.0833] 1.0833| 1.1000! 1.1000| 1.1000{ 1.1000
Milk Vietoria. .. .2200 .2200 . 2200 . 2200 + 2200 .2500
Eggs, Fresh *y Montresl .1922 L1854 .2203 L2141 2240 .2340
Egge..oooveen i, ** | Toronto. . .1459 .1485 .1939 1727 . 1696 .2048
Unit. | Market | 1908 | 1000 | 1010 | e111 | 1912 ! 1013
I1.—Animals and Meats—(cont'd.) $ $ $ $ s s
(b) Hooa and Hag Products:

Hoge. o vvvviiiineniniinnins. Cwi. Toronto. .| 5.9500] 7.2070| 8.4830] 6.6150f 7.6860] 9.0830
Hogs, dreased . . .............. . . 8.8500( 10.5320] 11.7400{ 9.6770| 11.0570{ 13.0850
Bacoo, Breakfast, Eng. Boneless. . 1 Montreal | 14.5830) 15.4790{ 19.0620| 15.8750! 16.7900{ 19.4800
Hams, Medium size. .......... * * 13.8950] 14.5830| 18.0410( 15.6670| 16.0910] 19.0300
Pork, Heavy, Can. Short Cut (St}

M Bbl, o 21.9160] 25.5800| 29.3120( 23.3750} 25.6340| 29.8800
Lb. Toronto. . . 1206 L1387 .1631 L1127 . 1339 L1429

(¢) Sheep, Muiton and Lamb: R
Sheep, Ewes, Light. . ......... Cwt. | Toronto..| 4.2180] 4.0160{ 4.7440| 4.1500! 4.8030 §.808S
Mutton, Dreased............ .. - . 10.5230: 9.8270| 9.0620| 8.43%0[ 9 2500] 10.3750
Lamb, dremed................ “ . *11.1460[ 12 2500( 13.6460{ 11.6660| 13.8500} 16.4615

() Powltry:
Fowls......oovvvinnnnn AP Lb. Montreal L0812 L1313 L1188 .1133 .0029 .1130
Turkeys. ¢..covivvnnennnnnns. . . .1356 1755 1604 1754 1812 .2030
lIL.~Daiar Provucrs:—

Butter, Croamery, Finest......| Lb. Montreal L2700 .2537 L2658 L2511 .2036, .2753
Butter, Cramery, Solids....... . Toronto. . L2575 L2288 .2393 .2361 L201% L2731
Butter, Dairy Prints. ......... . . L2388 . 2250 .21R5 L2067 L2032 .2353
Cheese, Western, Coloured..... “ Montreal . 1255/ .1207 L1273 L1258 L1392 1279
Mik........ [ I ¢ T N s . 1904 L1790 L1792 1792 LIRKY .2000
Milk. . 000 Cerenrarensianas 8 Gals. | Toronto .| 1.2083] 1.2416] 1.3000{ 1.3710| 1.500s| 1.4742
Gal. Vietoris.. . L2500 L2500 . 25001 . 3000 . 3500 . 3500
Dos. | Montreal 2340 L2630 . 2680 .2725 .3239 .8511
* | Toronto. . .198% 2306 .2260 L2112 . 2568 .2429

*Farmers’ Market,
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38 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT
: WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Continuad.
“ . Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly. prices as published by the
. : Department of Labour, Canada.
Unit. Mz;rket. 1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895
; '

IV—FISH:— S $ $ $ $ $ $
Cod, Dry, Market Size........ Lb. Canso, N.S. ,0400 L0400 .0325{ 0400 .0400 L0400
Haddock, Dry..... heeereesenn " * . 0300 .0300 .02501 0300 .0300 .0300
Mackerel, Salted. ... . PN o e 10700 ,0400 L0500 .0500 .0500 .0600
Finnan Haddie............... - “ FUUUUIN F B [ P FUPUTON N .
Herring, Salted. . ......... ... o o . 0200 .0200 L0125 .0200 .0200 .0200
Lobsters, Canned............. “ “ .2000 .2000 .2000| .2000 . 2000 . 2000
Lobsters, Fresh............... * . L0800 L0800 L0850} 0850 L0900 . 0900
Halibut, White, Fresh....... . ' et L0600, .0600| .0600| .0600 L0600 .0600
Whitefish, Fresh. ............. " Toronto. . 0659 0702 L0693 .0718 L0691 _0741
Salmon Trout, Fresh.......... * o .0693 L0718 .0693| .0718 0666 L0885
B.C. Sockeye Salmon, Canned..| Case Victoria...| 4.7000, 4.5000] 4.5000] 4.5500 ; 3.7500 45000

Dry Fish, Prices pd. to Fishermen: .
Cod Quintal | Halifax...| 4.0000| 4.2500 3.5000] 4.0000 | 3.6400 | 3.0700
“ “ 3.0000] 3.2500| 2.3000{ 3.1000 | 2.6000 1.9000
“ 3.0000] 2.2500 1.5000| 2.4000 | 1.8500 1. 5600
o vevven..| 2.0000] 1.5000| 2.1000 | 1.8500 1.3000
. 11.5000f 6.7500{ 7.1000; 8.3000 | 3.0000 0.7500
. 3.5000{ 3.0000{ 3.0000{ 3.7500 | 3.7500 2.4500
" 3.0000f 4.0000| 4.5000( 3.5000 | 2.6000 3.5000
V.~—Orner Foops:—
(a) Fruits and Vegetables:
I.—Fresh Fruit, Native:
Applea, Good Seasonabie....... Bbl. Toronto..; 2.7630 2.7650, 2.0150| 2.0620 | 2.6710 2.2650
(11 qt.)
Peaches, Leno Covers, No. 1...| (Bskt) o 1.0500! 1.6750{ 1.2750] .7850 L7750 | 1.0R75
Peara,.....ccco00nees coensaese - o L6000/ .6416] L6083 .7333 . 5000 64358
6 qt.) ’
Plums.........conaen veene (Bskt.) . .7833 . 6750 .9416{ .6500 . 7000 6250 .
‘ Unit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901

IV.—FISH:— $ $ $ $ $ $
Cod, Dry, Market Size........ Lb Canso, N.8. 0400 .0350 L0400 0400 L0400 0400
Haddock, Dry....cocovnienne " * 0300/ L0250 L0300} L0300 L0300 0300
Mackerel, Salted.............. " * L0500, 000 L0550 .0700 400 .0700
Ficoan Haddie. .. ............ * L P [ P PR P B
Herring, Salted. ..o cannn . ' 0200 L0225 02251 0200 L0225 0225
Lobsters, Canned. .. .. .v0nnn “ “ 2500 25000 L2500 L2000 1 (2500 | L3000
I1nbsters, Fresh............... " . L0000 0800 . 0900 o0 L0900 . 1000
1iaiibut, White, Fresh......... o, s L0600 o700 L0700] L0700 0700 L0700
Whitctish, Fresh. . ............ " Toronto. . L0760 06500 .0612] .0NO4 0779 | .0756
Salmon Trout, Fresh.......... - " L0706 0612 L0568 L0764 0775 L0745
B.C. Suckeye Salmon, Canned. . Case | Victoria...! 4.5000f 3.7500] 3.5000{ 4.5000 5.0000 | 4.6000

Dry Fish, Prices pd. to Fishermen: .
Halifax...| 3.0000] 2 8000| 3.2500) 4.1700 | 3.6600 4. 3200
* 1.7000]  1.6600] 2.3700| 3.1400 2.76500 | 3.3400
* 1.40001 2.0000 2.0600F 2.6700 2 5K} | 28000
. 1.1400) 1.4500] 1.9000| 2.3300 | 2.3300 | 2.3100
“ 8 50000 8.00000 8.0000{11.0000 | 5.5000 | 6.2500
N.S8. Herring.....oo00n0s Bbl. o 1.50000 2.5000f 3.2500] 3.5000 | 3.2500 3.2500
Alewives.........cocovtts .. o o 3.00000. ... ..] 3.6300] 4.2500 | 4.0000 4,000
Vv.—Otrer Foons~—
(a) Fruits and Vegetadles:
I.—Fresh Fruit, Native:
Apples, Good Seasonable.......| Bbl Toronto..| 1.7650 1.8000{ 2.8590{ 2.8120 | 1.9530 2.8120
(11 qt.)
Peaches, Leno Covers, No. 1...| (Bskt.) * L6250 L5875 L6500 L8250 .A375 .R2%0
Pears..covvennnnnians " 32600 .3000] .4916] .4543 | .3500] .3250
8 qt)
Plums........ooveenn veeensd] (Bskt) -" .5166 4000]  .5916] .5416 | 4418 | 4910

—-\\——-—-1




COST OF LIVING ) . 39 :
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913.—Continued.
. Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada. { '
| ;
Unit. Market 1902 1903 |* 1904 1905 1806 1907
. {
IV—Fisa:— -~ s $ - ] ] $ ] 4
Cod, Dry, Market Size........ Lb. Canso,N.S.| - .0350 .0400| L0400} .0400 L0400 .0400 H
Haddock, Dry................ " o €250 0300 .03001 .0300 .0300 .0300
Mackerel, Salted.............. o * .0700] .0700 0700 .0600 .0600 0700
Finnan Haddies.............. " [ PR F P S Y .
Herring, Salted. ....... .. . " . L0225 .0225 0200 .0200 .0200 .0225 )
Lobsters, Canned . ............ " . .3000 .3000 .3000; .3500 .3500 3500 . f
Lobsters, Fresh............... . “ L1000 . 1000 L1000} .1000 .1000 .1000
Halibut, White, Fresh......... “ o 0700 .0700 .0700| .0700 L0700 -.0700 ¢ ;
Whitefish, Fresh........... N “ Toronto. . L0783 L0854 .0916] .0825 L0968 1122 ¢ ;
Salmon Trout, Fresh.......... “ * 0758 ..0829 .0879; .OR27 L0881 .1018 '
B.C. Sockeye Salmon, Canned..{ Case | Victoria...| 4.5000 4.6500| 5.7500| 5.0000 | 5.7500 | 6.0000
Dry Pish, Prices pd. to Fishermen:
od. e ..| Quintal | Halifax...] 3.6800( 4.3000{ 5.3500/ 5.8700 | 5.5000 | 5.5000
Haddock......... e .- . o 2.7500| 3.0700| 4.0400) 4.2500 | 4 0000 | 4.5000 i
Hake........................ “ ' 2.4000{ 2.7500| 4.1600; 4.0000 | 3.0000 | 4.0000 !
Pollock. . .oovvniiiil, . " “ 3.1200f 2.7000; 3.7200| 4.1200 | 3.2500 | 4.0000 ;
Mackerel. . ... ... ..., " . 10.2500] 8.7500{ 9.5000{ 8.5000 | 8. 0000 |{10.0000
N.S Herring................ Bbhl . 4.0000] 4.2500; 3.8500{ 4.0000 | 4.0000 | 3.5000
Alewives..................... . “ 3.0000{ 4.0000! 3.2500: 5.0000 | 5.7500 | 6.2500 ;
V.—Otnen Foops:— - :
(@) Frusts and Vegetabies: .
I. Fresh Fruit, Native: ) E
Apples, Good Seasonablg. ... .. Bui. Toronto..| 2.7180} 1.9%40| 2.0150' 2.7500 { 2.8900 | 2.8120 i
(11 qv)
Peaches, Leno Covers, No. 1. .. (Bskt.) " L4875 .4750 .R375;  .7000 .5625 | 1.7850
Pears........................ o L 4000 . 3666 .4833! .4083 L4833 .5833
. (6 qt.) o
Plums....................... (Bskt.) " .53416 .3083 .6250| .4416 | 1.1080 .8583
Unit. Market 1908 - 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 X i
- 3
IV.—Fisu:~ . ,
Cod, Dry, Market Size........ Lh, Canso, N. S, L0300 .04 301 L0504 .0562 L0578 .0R04 :
Haddoek, Dry................ “ * L0300 L0350 .0375!  .0433 .0418 L0404 ;
Mackerel, Salted... . .......... o et 0.500) L0800 JON68|  LONTO L0U00 L0768 ;
Finnan Haddies, , ... ......... o . L0380 L0550 L0580 L0600 L0552 .8375 ;
Herring, Salted. . ............. o, “ L0225¢ 0225 0233 .0250 | 0375 | .0245 3
Lobsters, Canned . . ........... " " L3000 L3500 L2950 .315 . 3200 .3683
Lobsters, Fresh.. ., .......... * " Jd2000 0 ool .. L0825 | (1275 | L1450 '
Halibut, White, Fresh......... e o L0700 L0s00] L0800 .0s45 .1033 . 1004
Whitefish Fresh. . ... ........ e Toronto. .| . .1104 L0991 12201 L1083 L1130 L1121
Salmon Trout, Fresh... ... ... * e . 1000 L0037 L1083 .17 L1120 L1200 :
B.C. Sockeye Saimon, Canned..} Case | Victoris...| 6.4000[. 6.0000 6.2500| 7.0830 | 8.56200 | 8.2500 i
Dry Puh, Prices pd. o Fishermen: 8.7500-1 5.0000-| 5.5000-
Caod..... enreaeaa e Quintal ! Halifax...] 3.5000{ 4.5000] 6.0000| 7.0000 | 6. 0000 | 7.0000
4.7500-| 3.5000-{ 3.5000~
Haddock..................... - " 2.5000; 3.0000{ 4.5000/ 5.0000 | 4.2500 | 4.6500 . f
4.5000-| - 3. 0000~ !
Hake.................... e e 3.0000! 2.2500! 3.7500 4.7500 | 3.0000 | 3.8500
4.7500-1 3.2500-{ 3.5000-
Polloek........oo0vunnnn. " " 2.2500{ 2.5000/ 4.0000 5.0000 | 3.5000 | 4.0000
8 0000
Mackerel. . ... e o . 6.50m0| 8.0000( 11.0000{12.0000 [11.0000 | 9. 5000~ s
N 8. Herring.............. ..l Bbl “ 3.5000; 3.6000| 4.0000§..,... ., 3.7500 | 3.7500
Alewives. . ................... “ o 4.0000/ 3.5000{ 5.0000{ 5.3500 | 3.7500 | 3.5000-
V.—Oruir Foooa:~— : 4.0000
(@) Pruus and Vegetables: .
L. Fresh Fruit, Native:
Appies, Good Seasonable.......| Bbhl Toronto. .| 2.7400] 3.5930 3.1700| 4.1770 | 8.5830 | 3.1670 ;
(11 qv) ’
Peaches, Leno Covers, No. 1...| (Bskt.) * 1.06250 © 7250  .6320] 9375 | .R193 | .6395 f
Pears.......cclviiieinnnenns. * - 4918 .5416 50001 4375 5575 4411 1
' (6 qt) f
Plums. ...ooiiininnnnnnnnens.d (Bskt) . .8333 .5750 77501 L4875 .4681 .3636

v




40 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.— Continued.
Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
§ Department of Labour, Canada.
1
L Thrit. Market 1880 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895
: .
V.—Other Foods:—(Cont'd.) s $ $ $ $
(a) Fruits & Vegetables:—(cont’
(6 qt.) . .2000- | .2200- | .1500- | .2000- .1£00- | .2000-
Grapes,Blue................. (Bskt.) | Toronto. .| -3500 .3500 L2500 .4000 .3000 .4000
Cherries, Sour Red.. (Bskt.) o .9125 .8500 {1.0500 .9125 8875 .7875
Raspberries, Red. ............ Box. “ 0017 .0950 .1033 .0992 L0917 .1017
Strawberries, Canadian........ * “ L1216 L1116 .1206 .0913 .0783 .1133
ii Fresh Fruit, Foreign: .
! Bauanas, Yellow, (Crated)..... Bunch. . 1.8660 |1.6870 [1.7810 {1.6660 [1.5450 |1.5160
Lemons, (Messinne) Box. - 3 8500 (3.8210 |3.8130 [3.3930 [3.9460 [4.1460
Lemons, (Verdeiiis) .. * * 7.4500 |6.4000 [6.0500 [4.4750 4 4750 |6.4750
Oranges, (Navels)..... . - i6.1250 |5.4160 |4.6870 3.8750 3.2550 |4 0200
Oranges, (Valencias) “ “ 5 4500 |5.1880 |5.4500 [4.3750 [5.2710 [5.1410
iii. Dried Fruits:
Apples, Evaporated........... Lb. Toronto .1083 .1185 0716 .0876 0064 L0712
Currants, Patras............-. “ " .0746 .0691 .0640 .0654 0527 10479
Prunes, Bosnia. . ... [, b o .0566 L0724 .0525 .0774 .0425 .0594
) Raisins, Sultanas. . ....coveeen “ . .1260 L1575 .1072 .0820 0697 0675
jv. Fresh Vegetables: .
Potatoes........conns veeserees Bag. | Montreal | .7475 .8313 . 5604 .8500 L5050 .4315
Potatoes, Ontario. ............ . Toronto. .| .6112 .7950 4308 .7995 .6020 . 4429
K Be.nn hnndplcked ............ Bus. * 1.6310 [1.5930 [1.2250 |1. 4080 |1.2590 |1.4370
B Cwt. | Montreal {2,7500 |3.3600 2.1500 [2.5900 (2.1500 (2.1200
! . Toronto. .| .3781 .3125 .4531 .4156 .4468 .4383
“ .3813 4750 4178 L3313 .3100 38758
v. Canned Vegetables: '
Canned Corn, Standards 2's. LCos Toronto. . 1.1160 [1.1500 {1.0330 .9220 8810 .9330
Canned Peas, Standards 2's. o, b 1.2270 [1.2820 |1.0720 9440 .8800 .8720
Canned Tomatoes, Stnndu’ds3'l - . 11.2060 [1.3750 (1.0530 L9080 .8620 8760
TUhnit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901
V.—Other Foods:—(Cont'd.) s ] s | s s $
{(a) Fruits & Vegetables:—(cont’d) .
(6 qt.) .1500- | .2000- | .1600-
Grapes,Blue. ................ (Bskt.) | Toronto .4000 .4000 | .2250 L1925 .3625 .3500
Chernes, Sour Red............ (Bskt.) * .8625 . 9000 .6750 (1.0000 (1.0500 9125
Raspberries, Red. .. .......... Bosx. . .0741 .0558 L0741 LOR50 L0841 .1200
Strawberries, Canadian. . ....... b * .0771 0775 06560 .0900 .0018 .1025
ii. Fresh Fruit, Foreign:
Bananss, Yellow (Crated)...... Bunch. . 1.5810 [1.5930 [1.6600 [1.6720 {1.9270 1.7600
Lemons, (Mesasina®) . ......... Box. . 3.0210 (3.0878 {3.1070 |[3.0000 2.7500 |2.9600
Lemons, (Verdellis) .. ......... . . 40060 [4.7500 |........0........ 4.3700 [4.0400
Oranges, (Navels)............. o “ 4.0000 |3.8650 '3.0620 13.6250 |........ 3.3500
QOranges, (Valencias) .......... * . 5.5500 [4.9200 |5.5630 [4.5000 7.0000 {5.1250
jii. Dried Fruits:
Appies, Evaporated Lb. Toronto. .| .0565 0547 .OR&9 .0019 .0A54 L0620
Currants, Patras . “ L0471 L0585 L0659 L0558 L0847 L1029
Prunes, Bosnia. . ....... b . L0644 L0650 L0633 0582 .0733 .0735
Raisins, Sultanas . et 0704 0914 . 1066 1250 1258 .lll!
iv. Fresh Vegetables:
Potatoes.......c.coavevnnen ..| Bng. Montreal | .3750 .4258 .6396 6760 L4125 5329
Potatoes, Ontario. ,......eu.n. o Toronto. .| .3016 L3729 bS58 7029 3866 4270
Beans, handpicked. ..... PP Bus. " .8370 7560 8570 [1.1350 i1.6500 |1.7080
Onions, Canadian Red......... Cwt. | Montreal |1.5600 [2.0%00 [2.0100 |2.8300 i1 LR&O0 12,8500
Turnipe...... ceasnese PRRPRN . Bng. Toronto. .| .3937 L2781 L3843 L4843 61568 L7031
Tomatoes.....c..... weeineeen (Bskt.) - ,3083 .3050 .3208 .2600 2500 .3416
v. Canned Vegetables: .
Canned Corn, Standards 2's....| Dos. | Toronto.. .7140 L8580 L8630 .9760 {1.0130 7760
Canped Peas, Standards 2's. ... .“ LI L8800 LTH20 L8560 7720 .B1%0 LTR40
Canned Tomatoes, Standards 3's “ * .8370 7850 [1.0790 . 8660 . 8U60 L8150
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1001.—Continued.
° Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as publuhed by the
Department of Labour, Canada.
Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1905 | ,1908 1907
V.—Other Foods.—(Cont'd.) . ’ s s s s s s
(a) Fruits & Vegetables (cont’d) ® at)
qt.
Grapey, Blue....., e, {Bskt.) | Toronto. . .3625 .3313 .2375 .3575 .3500 .3012
Cherries, Sour Red...... skt. “ 1.1500 .9375] 1.1500] 1.1250) 1.0000| 1.4625
Raspberries, Red..... . . .0812 .0910 .- 1071 . 1000 .1067 1400
Strawberries, Canadian : «“ .1087] .0825 0950 .1100 1237 .1318
ii. Fresh Fruit, Foreign:
Bananas, Yellow, (Crated). . ... Bunch. “ 1.7100{ 1.7620] 1.7390] 1.8540] 1.8030| 1.8540
Lemons, (Messinas)........... Box. hid 2.7100f 3.5250( 2.7190| 2.5200( 2.8580 3.9810
Lemons, (Verdellis). . ......... " * < | 3.6500] 3.9700| 3.5000 4.7040| 5.75¢0] 5.0500
. Oranges, (Navels)............. - “ 3.7777] 3.4700{ 3.1010| 2.8ss8| 3.7900| 3. 3680
Oranges, (Valencias), ......... . ’ 5.2220, 4.9000) 4.9000] 4.8590] 5.0730! 4£.6250
iii. Dried Fruits:
Apples, Evaporated........... Lb. Toronto. . .0R92 .0629 L0818 L0698 .1083 .0987
Currants, Patras. . . - . .0668 .0636 .0625 .0623 .0682 L0853
Prunes, Bosnia. ... e * " 0711 .0630| *.0650| *.0550| *.0700| * 0700
Raisins, Sultanas. ............ " ”* .1089 . 1054 .0825 0775 0772 L1375
iv. Fresh Vegetables
Potatoes............ P Bag. Montreal 7725 L8917 .7705 L6875 .8570| .8400
Potatoes, Ontario. ....ccuvunn. - Toronto. . .768450 1.1170 .9916 .8062 .8837 9791
Beans, Handpicked........... Bus. b 1.6060; 1.9120; 1.5580{ 1.7100] 1.7470| 1.65¢0
Onions, Canadian Red......... Cwt. | Montreal 2.9000! 2.1400{ 3.9000f 5.7000] 2.5900{ 1.7500
TurnipA.coooovenecenaneaanna. Bag. | Toronto. . .8750! 6062 . 5656 .3531 .321% L4781
Tomatoes.......ovveesenncnns (Bskt.) | Toronto. . .4189 .3375 L4833 .3035 .3916 .4333
v. Canned Vegetables: -
Canoed Corn, Standards 2's...'| Dos. | Toronto.. .8510 .95101 1.1890| 1.0690 .8520 .8410
Canned Peas, Standards 2's... .. " - 8680 .9940| 1.1380 .B400) L6950 8830
T t Canned, Standards 3's s ' * 1.0600; 1.4080| 1.1300| 1.1960| 1.1020| 1.1260
Unit. Market 1908 | 1909 1910 1911 1812 1913
V.—Other Foods —(Cont'd)) $ $ s s
(a) Fruits & Vegetables (cont'd) N
(6 qt.
Grapes, Blue. . ............... (Bskt.) | Toronto. . .2037 L2687 .2750 L1844 L1948 .2762
Cherries, Sour Red............ (Bskt.) b 1.1375] 1.0255| 1.8775] 1.1750] 1.0347 .8670
Raspberries, Red. . ... cov.ne. Box, “ . 1300, L1075 1100 . 1466 1570 .1558
Strawberries, Canadian........ . * . 1055 .0833 . 0900 L1256 1340 L1418
ii. Fresh Fruit, Foreign: .
Bananas, Yeliow, (Crated).....| Bunch. o 1.8310] 1.9100{ 1.8330( 1.5310| 1.6460| 1.7920
Lemons, (Mesainas). . ... [P Box. o 2.79201 3.0070] 2.9060] 3.0360| 3.0000| 3.788R%
Lemons, (Verdellis). .......... “ " 4.8330| 4.5410] 5.5530] 4.5500] 5.4500{ 4.8968
Oranges, (Navels)............. " . 2.8000|........ 2.0300] 3.1140F 2.7810| 3.8500
Oranges, (Valencias). ......... " > 4.8030{ 3.8350 4.5150] 4.6700] 4.4700} 6.3214¢
iii. Dried Fruits: .
Apples, Evaporated........... Lb. Toronto. . .0795 Korgil] L0821 1341 L0979 07568
Currants, Patras. ...ooo0ennnn. - «“ L0825 L0825 0797 LON25 L0821 0768
Prunes, Bosnia. . . o . ®.0700] *.0825 *.0700] * 0900 *.1000{ ¢ 0850
Raisins, Suitanas. . . " o L1104 L0791 L0670 L1104 1216 . 1083
iv. Fresh Vegetables:
Bag. | Montreal .8330 .ROARD .9700| 1.2090] 1.3240 .7372
“ Toronto. . L9541 LR062 L5R30]  1.2440] 1.4504 .8726
Bus. * 1.90600] 2.1640{ 2.3330( 2.0690] 2.8100] 2.4400
Omons. (,undu.n Red......... Cwt. | Montreal |.......{........ 1.2610[ 2.0630] 3.4440{ 2.3240
Turnipl, cooieneiienrennnnann. Bag. | Toronto.. .3937 .3781 L4416 L4563 5725 L4281
Tomatoes......ooovvvnnnvnnn. (Bskt.) | Toronto. . .3416 L3437 .4000 . 3640 36004 .6279
v. Canned Vegetables: -
Canned Corn, Standarde 2's....| Dos. | Toronte.. L9360 .8380 .8877] 1.0030] 1.0490) 0437
Canned Peaa, Standards 2's.. ... " * L9390 1.0520f 1.0050| 1.3310{ 1.265) 1.0583
T Ci d. Standards 3's " ¢ 1.1550 8969 L8767 1.5140] 1.5016 1.2500

*California Prunes, sise 70-80.

JE U
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42 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Continued.
‘4 - Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
'; Department of Labour, Canada.
. \ 4
Unit. Market 1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1885
v.—Other Foods.—(Cont’d.) I $ $ $ $ s

(b) Miscellancous Groceries™—
i. Breadstuffs:
Flour, Straight Rollers......... Bbl. Toronto. .| 4.4850| 4.6930 4.3200| 3.1560 2.9020{ 3.6830

Flour, Strong Baker's.......... 5.1560| 5.3140{ 4.5910] 3.8430 3.4140| 4.0220

Flour, Winter Wheat Patents.. . " o 5.1820] 5.3520| 4.7170] 4.0170 3.5160| 4.1620

Flour, Manitoba First Patents. . " o 5.5390| 5.6850 5.0000| 4.2450 3.6380] 4.2040

Bread, Plain, White........... Lb. “ . 0200/ L0200 L0200 .0210 .0213 L0221

' Bread, Plain, White........... 1" Loaf | Victoria... .0333f © .0333 .0333 .0333 .0333 .0266
* Biscuits, Soda. . ......... Lb. Toronto. . L0600 .0600 .0€00 . 0600 .0600 .0562

Oatmeal, Standard, 98 lb.. Bags . *4 3620| #5.1270| #3.8790] *4.0720| *4.0401} 3.9350

Rice, Patpa. .- ... cvennne Lb. . .0461 .0525 .0512 L0490 L0475 .M75

Tapioca, Medium Pearl........ * “ .0631 L0607 .0537 .0520 0473 .0466

ii. Tea, Coffee:
Tea, Good, Common Japan. ... Lb. Montreal 1762 L1825 .1700 .1700 L1725 1758
N Coffee, Rio...vvvnns eenerenes . Toronto. . .2245 .2225 L1935 .2137 .2166 .2066
. Cofiee, S8antos. ..... resrerrees * . 2750 . 2800 2791 . 2550 L2208 L2150
. Chocolate, Diamond. ......... . > . 2400 .2400 .2333 2200 2200 .2200

jii. Sugar, ete.:
Sugar, Montreal, Graoulated...| Cwt. Toronto..] 7.1040] 5.9210} 4.6210 5.2500| 4.45007 4.0920

Sugar, Yellow (inbbla)........ o §.835G| 4.77¢0] 3.8480] 4.48801 3.7590| 3.4450
Molasses, New Orleans. ....... Gal. o L7095 6482 .4078]  .357% L3083 L3083
Honey, White Clover Strained..| Lb. " .116¢ .0850 L0845 L0804 LOR12 LOR12
\ Maple SUZBT . cevvrnanmensnes - Montreal L0750 06567 .0670| .0760| .0679 L0675
! iv Condiments:
Balt, Fine. . .oooeeeeranncanns Bbl. | Windsor. . N PP PRI P eee L6000} 5233
* Dairy....cecens . " . . R PR P P 1 s000| 1 2919
* Cheesd....ocovn . * . N DI PO PR 1.6000[ 1.2019
“ Table...ooverooes °* LU PN P Rt R 2.0000f 1.99%00
“ “ Fine,in 31b. bags........{ Gross. Montreal 4.8000] 3.8000] 3.0000( 3.0000; 2.9230
TUhnit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901
y.—Other Foods.~—{(Cont’d.) $ i $ $ 8 3
(b) Miscellaneous Groceries:— :
i. Breadstuffa:

Flour, Straight Rollers ........ Bbl. | Toronto..] 8.5390| 4.06s0| 4.0140 3.3290 3.3850{ 3.3000
Flour, Strong Baker's....0..... “ o 3.7720] 4.62000 4.8100( 3.70401 3.RU30 3.0020
Flour, Winter Wheat Patents... . " 4.1660] 4.60000 4.7590] 3.8300] 3.8310} 3.8310
Flour, Manitoba First Patents. .{ * . ”* 4.00°0 5.0430[ 5.2050f 4.0000] 4.1640] 4. 1970
Bread, Plain, White........... Lb. “ 0225 L0225 0225 L0225 L0267 L0267
Bread, Plain, White........ ...11” Loaf | Vietoria... L0266 L0266 L0266 L0268 L0266 L0266
Biscuits, Sods. ... .ooeae ...| Lb. | Toronto.. .055% L0600 L0591 L0570 L0554 L0591

Oatmeal, Btandard, 98 1b.......} Bags “ #3.0060| *3.1700] #3.0580( #3.7970] 03.4970{ 93 K~7
Rice, Patns. .. .coo0 weeeena.| Lb. i L0475 N5 TN 0552 L0457 L0487 L0487
Tapiocs, Medium Pearl... . " L0415 0387 L0409 L0427 JO48R .0450

i. Tea, Coffee:
Tea, Good, Common Japan. ... Lb. Montreal L1700 L1700 L1700 L1700 L1700 . 1800
Coffee, Rio..cooeeranoracnnans. . Toronto. . AT L1320 L0003 L5 L1064 L111R
Coffee, 5antoB. .o vvvieraccen " L2007 5| L1947 L1379 L1100 L1218 L1039
Chocolate, Diamond. ., ....... o . L2200/ 22000 L2200 L2200 L2200, L2200

iii. Sugar, ete.:
Sugar, Montreal, Granulated. .. Cwt. | Toronto..] 4.5410] 4.3500) 4.6150| 4.6020 4 6040| 4 RODO
Sugar, Yellow (inbbis)........ o 8.7%%0{ 3.R150| 4.0230] 4.1180{ 4.2630| 4.3610

Molasses, New Orleans. ..... ..| Gal - 3126 L2001 J3sn0| L3528 L2507 L3187
Honey, White Clover Strained.. Lb. ” LONND L0700 L0714 LOK79 LOKN] L0070

Mapke BUgBL. o oovereeriannoas “ Montreal L0900 L0614 L0591 LOR831  -LOuRS L 0V0O0

jv. Condiments:
Salt Fine..covvsoonenecsonn- Bbl. Windsor. . 7000 L7000 TR0 7208 7075 8000

“ Dairy.. : 1.3666] 1.40000 1 20000 1.2000f 1.20000 1.2000
* Cheese * 1. 30600 1.40000  1.3000[ 1.30001  1.3000 13000
“ Table “ g oo 1 9non| 1.9000] 1.4500 2.00001 2.0000

“  Fipe, in 3 Ib. bags . 1 Montreal 2.50000 2.8MKA{ 2. 7700 2.70] 2.750 2.8250

amr——

#Price per bbi. of 196 |be.
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COST OF LIVING

43
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913.—Continued.
Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.
Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907
V.~—Other Foods—(Cont*d.) $ $ $ $ $ $
(b) Miscellaneous Groceries:
i. Breadstuffs:
Flour, Straight Rollers......... Bbl. Toronto..| 3.4000] 3.4890| 4.6430| 4.5000f 3.3R30| 4.1830
Flour, 8trong Baker's.......... . * 3.8000{ 3.9600] 4.8500] 4.9660| 3.9370| 4.4770
Flour, Winter Wheat Patents. . .“ " 3.90R0| 3.9680| 5.1450{ 5.3620| 4, 5620 4.9450
Flour, Manitoba First Patentl " .« 4.0870] 4.30401 5.1200] 5.1950 4.4750] 5.1700
Bread, Plain, White........... Lb. “ .0267 .0267 75 .0269 .0244 _0258
Bread, Plain, White........... 1” Loaf | Victoria... .0266 .0266 .0266 0500 .0500 L0500
Biscuits, Soda.............. .. Lb. Toroato. .0641 .0650 0650 . 0650 L0650 L0650
Oatmeal, Standard, 981b......| Bags. " *5 0200 *4.1620] *4.8580| ¢5.0370] *4.7580| #5.7050
Rice, Patna..........ovieenne Lb. - .0487| .0518| .0525| .0525{ .0525| .0527
‘Tapioca, Medium Peatl........ " “ .0379 .0327 .0342| *.0343 0650 L0712
ifi. Tea, Coffee: ’
Tea, Good Common Japan..... Lb. Montreal .1912 .2000 . 2000! 1858 . 1800 .1912
Coffee, Rio...covieeneneecnnns " Toronto. . 0903 .0914 .0948 .1108 0966 .0925
Coflee, Santos........0inennses e * . 1000/ .1031 1143 1200 L1075 .1053
Chocolate, Dmmond .......... " . 2375 2500 . 2500, .2500 . 2500 .2491
iii. Sugar, cte.
Sugar, Montreal “Granulated. . Cwt. | Toronto 3.1020[ 3.9000] 4.4650| 5.1960] 4.28%0] 4.4750
Sugar, Yellow, (in bbla.)....... . " | 3.6020] 3.4810f 3.9440| 4.6870{ 3.8130} 4.1250
Molasses, New Orleans. ....... Gal. “ L2825 .2633 L2708 .3025 . 3250 .3250
Honey, White Clover Su'uned Lb. - L0918 L0797 L0739  .0752 . 1060, 1150
Maple Sugar. . oconenrennaaes- o Montreal .0820 .0831 .0891 0758 L0852 0966
iv. Condiment. : ’
Sall hne seseesuaveeesnan Bbl. Windsor. . . 8000 . 9668 .8583 .8500 8500 .7308
“ . 1.2000f 1.2000| 1.1166| 1.1000} 1.1000} 1.1616
. " 1.3000] 1.3000] 1.1750| 1.15001 1.15000 1.2108
. . 2.1000{ 2.1666 2.1166; 2.1000| 2.1000} 2.1250
e Montreal | 2.8500| 2.8830f 2.7500{ 2.7500{ 2.750(| 2.8750
. Unit. Market 1908 1909 1910 1811 1912 1913
V.—QOther Foods—(Cont’d.) $ s
(d) Miscelianeous Groceries:
i. Breadstuffs: i
Flour, Straight Rolless. . ...| Bbl Toronto. .| 4.4080| 5.2200| 4.0540] 4.4500| 4.6870] 4¢.5250
Flour, S8trong Baker's......... . * 5.3520| 5.3310] 5.0830] 4.6330{ 4.9290| 4¢.6750
Flour, Winter Wheat Patents. . ” * 5.5000( 5.5200| B5.2400; 4.6750] 4.9550f 4.9670
Flour, Manitoba First Patents. . o ” 6.0700] 5.7830{ 5.6830| 5.3130] B5.5960 5.3750
Bread, Plain, White..,........| Lb. * . .0320 .0330| .0320] .0276! .0267 0312
Bread, Plain, White,.......... 1” Loaf | Vietoris... 0500 L0500 L0500 L0500 L0500 L0500
Bincuits, Soda. . ' ... iennl . Lb. Toronto. . L0650/ .0716! L0750 .0730| 0700 .0700
Ostmesl, Standard, 98 1b......| Bags, "o €6.2370] 2.8250{ 2.4360] 2.5540| 2.6A75H 2.4350
Rice, PAtns . . .....covieenenn. Lb el L0559 L0562 .O5R3 .0592 L0575 L0641
Tapioca, Medium Peard........ o “ L0579 L0454 .0541 .0658 0675 .0558
li. Tea, Coffee: .
Tes, Good Common Japan..... Lb. Montreal L2180 L2201 .2262 .2237 . 2250 .2208
Coffee, Rio..ocverreresnnnnn. . Toronto. . L0062 0925 , 1320 .1950 2329 .2016
Coflee, Santoo ................ . o L1254 . 1366 L1500 . 2180 L2450 2341
Chocolate, Diamood . ......... " " L2458 2500 . 2400 . 2400 2400 L2400
ili. Bugar, eta: :
Sugar, Montreal Granulated,...| Cwt. | Toronto..| 4.75R0] 4.7180] B.0875 5.1130] 5.31701 4.5060
Hugar, Yellow, (in bbls.)....... . ‘ 4.35800 4.5160| 4.6R30] 4.7130] 4.9170{ &.1790
Molasses, New Orleans. ....... Gal. o .3216 .3241 L2883 3000 L2883 L2R00
Honey, White Clover Strained..| Lb. bl L1170 L1240 L1094 L1118 . 1200 L1137
MapleBugar. .......c..o0-0n. " Montreal .0883 ,0278| . 0008| .0030 0899 .1075
iv. Condiments;
i Bbl, | Windsor. . 8200 .8200! L8500 8200 . 82004 B0
" " 1.1900f 1.1900] 1.2800{ 1.2800( 1.2500{ 1.2600
o * 1.3790| 1.3700] 1.4600| 1.4600| 1 46004 1.4400
. * 2.1500F 2.2000[ 2.2000f 2.2000| 2.2900{ 2 3400
“ Fine, in 3 1bs. bags. .. Gross. | Montreal 2.908%0] 3.0000{ 3.0000| 8.0000f 3.0000)

3.0000

®Prios per bbl. of 196 ibe,
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, '1890-1901.—Continued.

Average annusl prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by thé
Department of Labour, Canada.

TUnit. Market 1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895
. i $ $ $ $ $
V.—Other Foods,.—(Cont'd.)
(b) Miscellaneous Groceries (Cont’d)
iv. Condiments:
Pepper, Black, Pure Best. ..... Lb. | Toronto.. .2183 .1908 .1375 .1463 .1366 .1100
Vinegar, White Wine, Proof . R
Btrength.....eeeveanenns Gal. |Ottawa...| .33-.35] .3300] .3300] .3300| .330b| .3300
Cream of Tartar.............. Lb. | Toronto.. .3120/ .3100] .3100| .2870 .2650 .2387
Soda, Bicarbonate of.......... Cwt. | Montreal 2.0500| 2.4250] 2.4000| 2.4000] 2.4000{ 2.4000
VI.—"I‘:mm:-—
(@) Woollens:
Wool, Ontario, Washed....,...| Lb Toronto .2133| ‘1889 .1783 L1787 .1729) .2123
‘Wool, Ontario, Unwashed...... e o .1237 .1116 .1029 .1064 .1291 .1201
Yarn, Canadian Worsted, 4-ply. . . .4600 .4600 .4300 .4450 4450 .4300
Woollen Underwear, Knitted,
Penm.nn’l, Line 95, Sise, .
................. Dox. [eevev.....] 7.5000] 7.5000| 7.5000| 7.5000/ 7.5000| 7.5000
Beaver Cloth 28 o: 55-56 in.
wide, No. 4. ........c0u0 Yard. | Montreal {........f..cc0000]ete PR PR PR O vees
Unit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901
3 $ $ $ ]
V.—Other Foods.—(Cons'd.)
(3) Miscellaneous Groceries (Cont'd
iv. Condiments:
Pepper, Black, Pure Best. . .... Lb. Toronto. . .1100 .1195 .1366 L1341 L1791 .1850
Vinegar, White Wine, Proof
Strength.....c.o00c0vaeen Gal. Ottawa. .. .3300 .3300 .3200| * .3200 . 3200, . 3000
Cream of Tartar.............. 4 Lb. Toronto. . . 2600 .2495 .2716 .2700 .2700 .2700
Soda, Bicarbonate of .......... Cwt. | Montreal | 2.4000| 2.3730{ 2.3000] 2.3000| 2.3000{ 2 0700
Vi.~TrxTrnzs:~
(a) Woollens:
Wool, Ontario, Washed........ Lb. Toronto .2037 .20%9! .1793 L1472 » 1772 .1370
Wool, Ontario, Unwashed...... ¢ > .1129 1173 L1083 L0004 L1054 LORS0
Yarn, Canadian Worsted, 4-ply. * " .4950 4950 45001 .4250 4250 . 3900
Woollen Underwear, Knitted,
Penman's, Line 95, Bise,
F T S Doz. |...... - 7.5000| 7.5000| 7.5000( 7.6660| 8.1660| 7. 5000
Beaver Cloth, 28 os., 55-56 in.
wide, No. 4.............. Yard. | Montreal |........ 1.2000{ 1.1375| 1.1875[ 1.4500{ 1.2500
V
e’




COST OF LIVING ' 45

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913.—Continued.

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canads.

Unit. Market. 1902 1903 1904 - 1905 1906 1907

) |
$ $ H $ $ !
V.—Other Foods.—(Cont'd.) !

(b) Miscellaneous Groceries (cont'd) |
iv. Condiments: §
Pepper, Black, Pure Best. ..... Lb. |Toromts..| .1850] .1850f .1850, .1850 .1s63] .1800 .
Vinegar, White Wine, Proof] i

Strength................. Gal. | Ottawa... .3000 .3000 . 2800 . 2800 . 2600 .2400

Cream of Tartar.............. Lb. Toronto. . .2700 .2708 .2750 .2750 .2750 .2045

8Soda, Bicarbonate of.......... Cwt. | Montreal 2.0000{ 2.0000| 2.0000{ 2.0000( 2.0000{ 2.0000
V1.—TEXTILES:—

(@) Woollens: . |
Wool, Ontario, Washed........ Lb. Toronto. . L1331 .1606 .1856 .2418 .2583 .2341 {
Wool, Ontario, Unwashed...... *“ o .0725 .0898 .1108 .1508 . 1650 .1362 (
Yarn, Canadian Worsted, 4-ply. “ “ .3600 .3600 .4000 4750 L5250 .5500 !
Woollen Underwear, Knitted, .

Penman's, Line 95, Size, . t

1 T Dos. {.......0n. 7.5000( 7.5000, 8.0000; 8.5000{ 9.0000{ 9.0000 ‘
Beaver Cloth, 28 os., 55-56 in.

wide, No. 4.............. Yard | Montreal 1.2500f 1.3000| 1.3083] 1.3500| 1.3816{ 1.4500

Unit. Market 1908 1009 1910 1811 1912 1913

] ] $ $ $ ]
V.—Other Foods.—(Cont'd.)
(b) Miscellansous Groceries (cont'd) !
iv. Condiments:
Pepper, Black, Pure Best. . .. .. Lb, |Toronto..| .1800| .1458 .1858| .1706] .2075| .2047
Vitegar, White Wine, Proof
Strength...... cesseenen ..| Gal. Ottawa. .. .2300 .2300| .2416 .2200 .2400] © .2400
Cream of Tartar...... PN Lb, Toronto. . L2350 . 23501 L2530 L2500 .2325 .2671
Soda, Bicarbonate of . .. ... e.e.| Cwt. | Montresal 1.9630{ 1.9750] 1.7500{ 1.5000| 1.4250] 1.4250
VI.—TzxTiLEs:—
' \
(a) Woollens:
Waol, Ontario, Washed. . ... ..| Lb. |Toromto..] ~.1520| .2008] .2140{ .2014| .1904] * .2443 :
* Wool, Ontario, Unwaahed...... ’” o L0871 1193 L1320 . 1381 L1347 1068
Yarn, Canadian Worsted, 4-ply. . . « 5000 4750, 8375 « 5400 L9433, 5720
Woollen Underwear, Kaitted,
Penman’s, Line 95, Size, :
- 6in....oiiiiiniinan, Dost. |.cvvvesnss.] 9.0000] 8.9160] 9.0000| 9.0000] 9.04101 9.2500
Beaver Cloth, 28 os., 55-58 in. i
wide, No.4.............. Yard | Montreal |- 1.5208] 1.5083| 1.53500| 1.85300| 1.5549f 1.6000 ;
1] l‘ A :
’ /
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46 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLESALE PRICES, '‘CANADA, 1890-1901.—Continued.

" Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.

Unit. Market 1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895

VI.—Textiles.—(Cont'd.) $ $ $ $ $
(by Cottons:
. Cotton, Raw, Upland Middling.| Lb. New York .1109 L0860 . 0832 .0700 L0729
} Grey Cottons. .co..cveveuronn: . Montreal L1925 .2447 . 216 .2081 L2041 .1879
Cottons, Woven Coloured Fabric “ “ .3200 3120 .3030 2969 .2690
Printd......-. verennen vees--| Yard
Cottonade, 2 ydsper.......... Lb.
Denim, black...2 yds per.....} -~ ™
Denim, blue....2 # e .
. Ticking..oee--- 415 ..... .
Ticking. .. S Lol «
Shirting. . . o
Shirting. . .. .
b Saxony. .. . e "
: Bazony.......- 415 ..... "
Fisnnelette.....3.90 * ..... i
Gingham, Apron, 4.50 yds, per. . Lb.
Gingham, Dress, 7.00 yds. per... “
: C. Warp, 4-10 yarn. . “
R Pemicord, 2-8. . ..vcseeraraaifioaianes

TUnit. Market 1806 1807 1898 1899 1900 1901
VI —Textiles.—(Coni’d.) - $ $ ] ] $ .
(b) Cottons:

Cotton, Raw, Upland Middling.| Lb. New York L0792 L0715 .0597 L0658 L0861 0863
N Grey Cottonsi. .....ovevvereinn “ Montreal a67 L1802 . 1849 1802 L2061 L2198
Cottons, Woven Coloured Fabric * . . 2664 .2623 L2508 L2579 L2546 L2030
Prints. .. .c.coorcienecnneoes Yard " .OR78 L0671 L0709 L0716 L0804 L0774

Cottonade, 2ydsper.......... Lb. " . 2000 . 2600 L2600 L2600 . 2640 L3000
Penim, black...2 yds. per . L L2700 . 2600) 25000 . 240N L2050
Penim, blue....2 “ . b " L2835 . 2700 . 2600) L2500 L2400 2950
Ticking......-- 4.15 * . " . L2000 . 2900 L 200 L 2600 L 2600 2700
Ticking........1.90 " o * " L2085 .2470 .2375 L2280 L2328 L2755
ghirting. .. ... 43 s " o L3045 .3045 L3045 L2719 . 2048 3236
Shirting........2.95 " " * L3062 .3062 3062 . 2400) L2565 L2R76
Sazony........6.90 “ " . . 3450 L3450 . 3600 . 2490 L2TAR .3263
Haxony.......- 4.15 " " " L3052 L3052 . 3400 L2RT0)] L3000 . L3200
Flannelette.. .. .3.90 . " ” o . 3OO L3700 .351M L3218 3315 L3280
Gingham, Apron, 4.5) yds, per.. Lb. Montreal L2812 . 26A5 L2762 L2562 24700 2765
Gingham, Dress, 7.00 yds. per... - * . 2632 .2720 . 2640 . 2560 .2762 L3250
C. Warp, 4-10yarot . ......... ”* LU N P R PP PR 1600
LA DO I PPN FO PUPUIN P i e L1550

1]
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COST OF LIVING 47
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913.—Continued.
R Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
. Department of Labour, Canada.
Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907
.
VI.—Textiles.—(Cont'd.) s s s $ s s
(b) Cottone—(Cont’d.) . ' -

., Cotton, Raw, Upland Middling.| Lb. New York L0893 .1123 .1210 . 0955 .1102 .1188 -
Grey Cottons. ........oceeen- ’“ Montreal L2125 L2113 L2458 L2250 .2512 2315
Cottons, Woven Coloured Fabrics ’ B 2842 L2794 2977 3330 .3105 .3311
Prints.........on0.. veiesvee| Yard . .0743 .0710 L0787 .0735 L0786 L0904
Cottonade, 2 yds. per..... caen- Lb. o L2700 . 2700, .2700] . 3000 .3100 .3100
Denim, black...2 yds. per b . 2650 .2700 .3100] .3100] .2750 .3050
Denim, blue....2 t * i . . 2650 L2700 .3100 .3100] L2750 .3050
Ticking........4.18 * . . . 2700 .2700 L2905 . 2905 L2800 2005
Ticking........1.90 * . »” . L2565 .2565 L2850 L2755 . 2660 .2945
Shirting.......4.35 * . “ . L2093 .2936 .3154 L3371 .3154 .3045
Shirting.......2 95 * h e o L2655 .2655 . 2950 .3100 .3100 .3100
Saxony........6.90 * i “ " .3435 . 3060 .3240 .3244 L3280 .3450
Batony........4.15 ¢ ' s " .3140 .3140 L3311 .3631 .3320 .3527
Flannelette.....3.90 * “ b .“ J2x0) .3413 .3510 L3412 3412 .3510
Gingham, Apron, 4.50 yds per. . Lb. Montreal 2665 L2616 L2844 .3071 L3185 3071
Gi ngham, Dreas, 7.00 yds per... . o L2762 2762 L3006 .323% .3325 L2970
C. Wurp, 4-10yarm........... “ R (NN .. . 1425 L1700 . 2000 . 2000 . 2200
Demicord, 2-8......000000en . * e . .1525 1750 .2100 .2050 .2250

. .
Unit. Market. 1908 1900 1910 1911} 1913 1913
VI.—Textilea~—(Cont'd ) $ $ $ s
(b) Cottons>—(Cont'd.)
Cotton, Raw. Upland Middling.| Tb. |New¥ork| .104r| .1211] .mec| T1316) 11300 1288
Grey Cottons........oovoenn o Montreal .240¢ . 2441 L2833 L 308 L2816 L2041
Cottons, W oven Coloured Fabrics d . L3620 3393 L3846 36914 3505 L3818
Prints. ........ ... hesaeses Yard ” LOS3L L0854 JORAS L0900 LONRS L0047
Cottonade, 2yds. per.,........| Lb. o L3300 L3100 L 33x0 37371 T L3387 3520
Denim, bisck,..2 yda, per . ) b L3500 ALY L 305 L3450 L3425 3533
Denim, blue....3 14 " " " L350 L3100 30501 3450 .3425 3533
Ticking........4.18 * * " v ‘aser| .3ii2] .snn] L3320l 204w 3035
Tirking........1.90 ** . " "” L3510 L2850 L2003 L3420 .3270 3347
Shirting. ......4 35 * " o o L3500 3262 .3371 .8697 .3382 3
Shirting. ......2.95 * * . o L3540 3100 3245 L3540 3197 !
Raxony........0.90 * . " * 4312 L3885 L368T 4020 L3002 L4230
Saxony. ... ...4.15 * * * ¢ L3042 3631 3631 L4150 L4150, 44000
Fiannelette.....3 90 . " assal o 3azal 3a2e]  Laseol  3452] 3469
Gingham, Apron, 4 50 ydaper. . Lb. Montreal L3226 L3004 L3440 L3038 L3712 a768
Gingham, Dtress, 7.00 ydn per. ... ¢ . L2750 L3150 . 326% L3797 622 3723
C.Warp, 4-10yarn. . ........ N b L2400 L2000 L2300 L2600 L2642 L2%0
Demicord, 28, .0000iinnes A T " L24500 21000 L2304 26000 2608 2800

TR T



48 '  DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLBSALE PRICES, CANADA, 139)-1931.—Continusi.

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.

Unit. Market. 1890 1891 1892 1893 1594 1895

VI.—Textiles.—(Cont'd.) $ s $ $ s 8K ]
(c) Silks: -
’
Silk, Raw, Japan, Filatures..... Lb. New York | 5.2429] 4.0110| 4.3266] 4. 5409] 3.3627| 3.7855
Y Silk, Raw, Italian, Classical. ... . “ §.2238| 4.1865] 4.4826 5.0289] 3.681€] 4.0373
: Spool Silk, 50 yds., “Letter A"l Dos. {Montreal . 60001 .5500 .5500 .5250 . 5000/ . 5000
1 Machine Silk, 16 os., “Prize .
Medal.” . ovveenracensnnes Lb. “ 0.6000| 9:5000 9.2500| 9.0000{ 9.0000| 9.0000
. )

(d) Jutea:
Jute, First Marks.......cc00et. Lb. Montreal .0315) .0292 .0362 L0312 .0303 .0263
Hessian, 10% os., 40in........ Yard “ .0369 .0350] L0375 .0343 L0340 .0326

(¢) Flaz Producte:,

X Flax Fibre..... berssaeainanss Lb. |Hensall,0.[ . .0900 .0875 0775 0900 L0850 .0575
Tow, Mixed.......... o ” 0200 0150 0150 0150 0250 0150
Tow, Fine.....covverssosonn- g LU U S AP PR PP [N N
Flax, Bewing Twine, No. 1, 4-8
plyandlarger............ . Doon, Ont. . 1800 . 1800 . 1800 . 1800 . 1800 . 1800
v White Linen Rope, X inch. and
N JATgEr . o coevonsnssansonns ’ . .1800 . 1800 . 1800 . 1800 .1800 . 1800
(f) Oilcloths: -
Oileloth, Table, Assorted Pat-
. terns, 54 wide........o00 12 yards | Montreal 2.8750| 3.0000] 2.6500} 2.4000 2.2250] 2.0400
Oilcloth, Floor, No. 3 quality. . .| 8q. Yd. . . 2500 . 2500 L2500 . 2200 . 20001 L2000
Unit. Market 1896 1807 1808 1809 1900 1901
VI.—Textiles.—(Coni’d.) ] - 8 3 $ $ $
(¢) Silks:
8ilk, Raw, Japan, Filatures..... Lb. New York | 3.4072| 3.4837| 3.6376] 4.4085 4.1600{ 3.5132
. Silk, Raw, Ialian, Claasical. . .. - . 3.6293| 3.6404] 3.8768| 4.7708| 4.512% 3.8468
Spool Silk, 50 yds., *‘Letter A".| Dos. | Montreal . 5000 . 5000 . 5000 L5000 4500 .4500)
Machine Silk, 16 os., **Prize
Medal.”. ...... ceesasnaen Lb. “ 9.0000] 9.0000| 8.7500! 8.5000{ 8.5000{ 8.0000
(d) Jutss:
Jute, First Marks............. Lb. Montreal .0297 .0268 .0285 L0289 0339 L0308
Hessian, 10%4 03., 40in........ Yard “ 0335 .0326/ .0306 L0348 L0351 L0402
(¢) Flaz Products:
Flax Fibre Lb. |Hensall, O. L0675 .0725 .0700 . 0700/ . 1018 L0037
Tow, Mixed .. o “ 0250 0325 L0350 0500 0500 0500
Tow, Fine . . PPN IR PP PO RPN RPN B .
Flax, Bewing Twine, No. 1, 4-§ ' 3
ply aod larger ........ ... - Doon, Ont. . 1800 .1800 . 1800 . 1900 . 1900 .1900
White Linen Rope, }{ inch. and
larger. . ...oc00ne ereaans " . . 1800 . 1800 .1800 . 1900 . 1900 . 1900
(f) Oilclothe:

Oileloth, Table, Amorted Pat-
terns, 5-4 wide............ 12 ynrds | Montreal | 2.00000 1.9125] 1.70000 1.7600| 2.2400{ 2. 175%)
Oilcloth, Floor, No. 3 quality. . .| 3q. Yd. . L2000 .2000f L1883 L1S08) L2000 L2042




WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA,

COST OF LIVING

1902-1913.—Continued.

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.

49

Unit. Market 1902 19803 1904 1905 1906 1907 °
V1.—Textiles.—(Cons’d). $ s $ $ $ $
(¢) Silks:
8ilk, Raw, Japan, Filatures....| Lb. |New York| 3.8224] 4.1346{ 3.6416{ 3.9912| 4.1632} 5.0602
Silk, Raw, Italian, Clasaical.. .. . " 4.1085{ 4.5241| 3.8651; 4.1085] 4.3249] §5.5812
8pool Silk. 50 yards, “*Letter A”.| Dos. | Montreal 4300 .4500 .4500 . 4500 .4500 .4750
Machine 8ilk, 16 os., *Prise '
Medal” . cvevearriannann. * o 8.0000| 7.5000/ 8.000| 8.0000f 9.0000| 9.:5000
(d) Jutee: .
Jute, First Marks......... .ge Lb. Montreal 0295 .0322 .0327 L0422 0564 L0498
Hessian, 103§ os., 40 in...... Yard . 0349 .0359 .0363 L0410 L0506 .0520
(e) Plax Products:
Flax Fibre. ..cevvureenanse. Lb. |Hensall,0.| .os25| .09s0{ .1000] 0937} .0955! .0950
Tow, Mixed.......ovvvues waen ¢ " .0500 .0500 0500 L0450 .0500 .0500
Tow,Fine.......ooovieaeene. o IR RO PPN T [ PPN PR P breses
Flax Sewing Twine, No l. ‘
ply and Larger........... * Doon, Ont .1900|  ,1900 1950 .2000] .2000| .2000
White Linen Rope, 3} in. and
larger...coveeennnn, P " " L1900  .1900 1950 .2000] | .2000] .2000
() Oileloths:
Oilcloth, Table, Assorted Pat-
terns, 54 wide............ 12 yards | Montreal 2.1000| 2.1000! 2.2375] 2.1625] 1.8833| 2.0400
Oilsloth, Floor, No. 3 qunlll.y .o |3q. Yd. " . 2000 . 2000, . 2000 .1975| © .1800 .1992
Tnit. Market 1008 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
V1. —Textiles.—(Cont'd). 3 $ ] $ $
(c) Silke: .
. . ~
8ilk, Raw, Japan, Filatures.....| Lb. New York | 3.8002] 3.8396| 3.5244| -3.4708] 8.5470| ' 3.7370
8ilk, Raw, Italian, Classical. ... o “ 4.1807| 4.3777] 4.0370] 3.96%| 3.8300| 4.3040
Spool Silk, 50 yards, *Letter A" .| Dos. | Montreal .4500 . 4500/ .4385 4000 4000 4125
Machine 8ilk, 16 os., *Prise
Modal.” . evevrinrsnanones “ b 8.0000] 8.0000| 7.6250| 8.0000 8.0000| 8.2024
(d) Jutes:
Jute, First Marks...... PPN Lb. Montreal .0385 .0320 .0327 L0472 L0495 L0693
He_uinn. 10)g 08, 40in........| Yard . 0416 L0401 .0402 0495 0596, 0701
(¢} Flaz Products:
Flax Fibre.......cco00eeeees.| Lb.  |Hensall, O .0925 L0900 0936 1025 . 108% . 1004
Tow, Mixed.. ese. . o L0375, 0150 L0150 L0175 0200, ...
Tow, Fin®. . ......ocvvannene. " - eeresecfioaan e L0387 L0375 L0566 L0550
Flaz Sewing Twine, No. l.
ply and Larger........... . Doon, Ont . 2000 .2000 2000 2000 . 2000 . 2091
White Linea Rope, )( in. and
largef..coovinneninnnnens. " " 2000 .2000,  .2000 .2000]  .2225 .2233
) Oilclothe: - .
Oilcloth, Table, Assorted Pat-
terns, -4 wide,........... 12 yards | Montreal 2.1000{ 2.1000] 2.1830[ 2.2000{ 2.2000{ 2.2000
Oiloloth, Floor, No. 3 quality...[Sq. Yd. * .2100{  .2100] .2225] .2400] .2400{ .2400




.

50 - DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Continued. -

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.

Unit. Market’ 1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895

$ 3 $ $ $ $
VIIL.—Hipgs, LEATHER, BooTs AND
SHOES:— :
(a) Hides and Tallow: . .
Hides, No. 1, Inspected Steers .
1 and COWB. . ......vuens .| Lb. |Toronto..] .0529{ .0533 .0473]  .0427( .0341] .0630
Calfskins, Green, No. 1..... ves " o .0633 .0725 .0700 . 0700 .0595 L0691
Horse Hides, No. 1.0 ovenen Each " 2.7500| 2.7200| 2.6250 2.2870{ 1.3250] 1.4270
. Tallow, Rendered, No. 1 Stock..} Lb. “° L0548 .0520) .0546 .0607 L0592 .0563
(b) Leather:

Leather, No. 1, Spanish Sole.... Lb. | Toronto.. .2587 2737 .2612 .2691 ,2550 . 2654
Leather, No. 1, Slaughter Sole. .

. Heavy.cvveosocvenns vewen o "o 2491 . 2650 .2650 .2741 L2575 . 2662

A . Leather, Harness, No. 1, U. O.} -

: (No 1R)....... [P ¢ N L2820/ L2850 L2804 . 2900 .2650] .3133
Leather, Heavy Uppers........ * “ .3183 .3541 32501 .37500  .3080 .3525

(¢) Boots and Shoes:
) Boots, Men's Split Biucher, Bals..

" Pegged, Medium Weight. .. Pair | Ottawa... 8000 . 9000/ L9000 .9000 . 8000 8000
Boots, Men's Box Calf, Biucher '
Bals.. Gondyear Welt....... * * 2.2500] 2.2500{ 2.2000| 2.2000| 2.15001 3.1500
Boots, Women’s Dongola Blu- .
cher, Bale., Fair Stiteb..... * " 1.2500] 1.2500| 1.2500| 1.2500 1.2500 1.2500
Urit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901
, s s $ ] s $
VII.—Hrpes, LEATHER, BoOTS AND Lo
7 Suorn—
(a) Hides and Tallow:
Hides, No 1, Inspected Steers .
end Cows.......... veve..] Lb ' [ Toronto.. 0564 .0706] O8R4 L0875 090, . .0008
Calfskins, Green, No. 1........ " o Oty L0975 L1006 LU [TIXN L0879
Horse diides, No. Y.oooooonntn Each * 1.5000 1 51600 1.708%0] 2.0000 1.91640) 1.7000
Tallow, Rendered, No. 1 Stock..[  Lb. “ L0392 .0352 038, L0451 s 0531
(b) Lenther: -
Leather, No. 1, Spanish Sole. ... Lb. Toronto. . L2850 L2600 L2595 . 2604 L2K82. L2833
Leather. No. 1, Slaughter Sole. .
Heav¥..veeoneonarasessns " " cg600]  .2550] 2645  .2731] .Z293) ,2583
Leather, Harness, No. 1, U. O. ’
(No. L R)....... - * .3150 2037 3093 .31k 3281 .3
Leather, Heavy Uppers........ * “ T2000| .3525 40501 40501 4150 4150
(¢} Boots and Shoes:
Boots. Men's Snlit Blucher, Bals.,
Yegaed, Medium Weight. . Pair Ottawa. . . . 9000 L6000 0000 1.0000{ 1.0000 1.0500
Boota, Men's Box Calf, Blucher
Bals., Goodyear Welt .. ... - " 2 2000 2.2000] 2.2000[ 2.25001 2.3500 2.4000
; Boots, Women's Dongnia Blu- °
cher. Bals., Fair Stiteh.. ... * " 1.25000 1.2;300, 1.2500] 1.2%00] 1350 1.4000
.




COST OF LIVING 51
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Conti1;ued.
Average annusl prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, C
Unit. | Market | 1902 | 1003 | 1904 | 1905 | 1906 | 1907
$ $ $ $ $ $
Vil.—Hipes, LeaTHER, BoOTs AND .
Saoes—
(a) Hides and Tallow:
Hides, No. 1, Inspected Steers .
andCows................ Lb. Toronto. . 0922 .0943 .0R41 .1033| .11R3 L0927
Calfskins, Green, No. 1 ....... * o L0966 L0941 L0983 L1150 .1308 .1145
Horse Hides, No. 1............ Each . 1.7500] 1.7500f -1.7500f 1.7500{ 1.7500] 1.7500
Tallow, Rendered, No. 1 Stock . Lb. “ .0665 .0552 L0452 0428 0483 L0562
(b) Leather:
Leather, No. 1 Spanish 8ole....| Lb. | Toronto .2008]  .2850] " .2050] .2012] .2900 .2x95
Leather, No. 1 Slaughter Sole : .
Heavy.......ccoovvvvnnn. " “ . 3100 . 3087 . 2950 .3041 3100 .3316
Leather, Harness, No. 1 U. O.
(No.1R)......ovnnnne. e “ 3258 .3250 .3204 .3404 . 3650 .3679
Leather, Heavy Uppers........ .“ “ . 41504 4150 4150 4100 4550 L4523
. R , .
(¢) Boots and Shoes:
Boots. Men’s Split Blucher. Bals., .
Pegged, Medium Weight.. .|..Pgjr Ottawa 1.1000| 1.1000{ 1.0750] 1.2000{ 1.2500| 1.3500
Boota, Men's Box Calf, Biucher, .
Bals., Goodyear Welt.. .. .. " . 2.4000] 2.4500{ 2.5000; 2.5000] 2.6000] 2.6000
Boots, Women's Dongola Blu- )
cher, Bals., Fair Stitch.. ... ' " 1.4000{ 1.4000] 1.5000| 1.4500( 1.5000{ 1.5000
L]
Unit. | Market | 1908 | 1809 | 1910 | 1o11 | 1912 | 1913
3 $ ] ] 3 s
VIL.—Hrpes, Luataer, Boors and
Sgozs—
(a) Hides and Tallox:
Hides, No. 1, Inspected Steers
and Cows. ....... Teeanen. Lb. Toronto. . 073 L1239 L1104 L1194 L1287 L1329
Calfskins, Green, No. 1.. . ' . {1 5 . 1466 L1272 .1279 . 1566 L1571
« Horse Hides, No.1............ Fac . 1.8520] 1.9950] 2.6250] 3.0310] 3.4170] 3. 6460
Tailow, Rendered, No. 1 Stock.. Lb. " 0042 0563 L0567 .0572 L0587 L0605
(b) Leather: N _
Leather, No. 1 Spanish Sole. . . . Lb.v Toronto. . L2800 . 2890 . 2800 . 2808, .3145 .3650
Leather, No. 1 Siaughter Solc
Heavy..ooooiiiiinninnn. " " L2083 . 3000 . 3050 .3001 . 3666 .4150
Leather, Harness, No. 1 U. O.
(No.TR)Y..oiviinnnnnnsn. * " 3464 L3858 . 3R50 .3833 .3R95| . 3950
Leather, Heavy Uppers........ . ” . 4366 L4675 4900 4000 . 5608 ,6250
(¢) Boots and Shoes:
Boots, Men’s Split Blucher, Bals.,
,Pegged, Medium Weight. . .|, .Pair Ottawa...| 1.4000] 1.4000] 1.3895] 1.3250{ 1.3870] 1.5830
Boots, Men's Box Calf, Blucher,
Bals., Goodyear Welt.. ... ¢ Al " $.7000] 2.70001 2.8450] 2.9000] 3.9920} 3 2330
Boots, Women's Dongnla Blu-
cher, Bals., Fair Stitch. ... . b " 1.8500] 1.5500| 1.6160{ 1.6500{ 1.7000] 1.7920

/“



52 : DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIi'-

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.

* Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly pricea as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.

Unit. Market 1890 Y 1891 1892 | 1893 1804 1895

VIIIL.—METALS AND IMPLEMENTS: . f g s s s s s
(a) Metals:
i. Iron and Steel:
Pig Iron, Foundry No. 1 N.8...[ *Ton |Montreal |........}.ccoiifounun oo afosnasanslessessa foozse .
Pig Iron, Summerlee, No. 2. ... o . 24.7291] 22.5000{ 21.3125 20.2500| 20.3750{ 21.4166
Iron, Common Bar............ Cwt. | Toronto..[ 2.4500| 2.1700{ 2.1270] 1.9870| 1.8810y 1.7000
Iron, Black, Sheets, 18 Gauge. . - " 3.4100| 2.9500{ 2.8700| 2.8000[ 2.6400f 2.4500
Iron, Galvanized Sheets, 16-24 .
Gauge, Queen's Head. .. .. " * 5.6700| 5.4000| 5.1700| 5.1900] 4.7900{ 4.6200
” Iron, Tinplates, Charcoal L C. N
14 x 20 base, Bradley Grade|Boxor112| * 6.2700] 6.3950| 6.1250] 5.9160] 5.5830¢ 5.2500
Iron, Tinplates, Coke Bessemer,| Sheeta. b
I1.C.14x20. . ... ceivniens “ b 4.4750| 4.6080] 4.1250] 4.1250] 3.4750{ 3.1020
Iron, Boiler Plates, 4{-34 in. Cwt. . 3.2500] 2.5540| 2.4500| 2.4500| 2.45001 2.4500
Iron, Wrought, Old Material. .. Ton | Montreal | 18,5000 17.8330{ 16.5830| 16.0000 16.0000 16.0000
Steel, Cast, Black Dimaond. ... Lb. . .1150| . 1150 .1150 +1150 . 10161 L0931
Steel, Billets, Mild............ *Ton L A P PO, CA PO FR PRSI
ii. Other Metgly, ete: .
Aluminium f....000e0ennnnnes Lb. New York | 12.1666] 1.1458 .7083 7500 . 62664 45300
Antimony, Cookson's.......... Lb. Toronto. . .2108 .1768 .1448 L1267 L1044 L1025
Brass, Roll and Sheet, 14-20
GAUZE. . ccvevenannosannen Cwt. | Montreal |........0..cooive]-averecc]annsacai]fresreead].n. PR
Copper, Lake Supenor Casting|
Ingot..o.coveeudincerannn * Toronto. .| 16.1040! 14.7700( 13.5620] 12.8070| 11.6350f 11.0000
Lead, Domestic, Pig (Trml) “ L DS PRI PR S EE TR e
Lead, Domestic, Importede . . 4.2500| 4.0000] 3.8000| 3.8000] 2.9300{ 2.8100
Mica,ft Size, 1/ x 17 Lb. [Ottawa...|.c.oeue]iveeenncfroennnnc]ioacnnafeorenenitienenens
Mica, Size, 17 x 2" " R FROURU e e

Mica, BSizel1”x3”...
Mica, Size, 2" x 3"

Unit. Market. 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901

VIIL—METALS AND IMPLEMENTS:

$ ] $ ] s 3
(n) Metals:
i. Iron and Steel: .
Pig Iron, Foundry No. 1 N.B...| #Ton | Montreal |........1...cov ifeveiueidiienie foonnans fooaaces,
Pig Iron, Summerlee, No. 2..... . - 20.9166! 20.4166| 18.5000| 22.5000{ 26.6666] 21.4545
Iron, Common Bar............ Cwt. | Toronto..| 1.6580) 1.5300{ 1.50%0] 1.9160{ 2.1770] 1.8420
Iron, Black, Sheets, 18 Gauge..| - 2.4800|  2.3500| 2.3700{ 2.5700] 3.1500f 2.9%00
Iron, Galvanized Sheets, 16-24
Gauge, Queen’s Head. .... “ o 4.2800| 3.9800] 3.8700| 4.1600| 4.4100] 4.0500
Iron, Tinplates, Charcoal I. C.
14 x 20 base, Bradley Grade|Boxof112 " 5.1250| 5.0000] 5.0000 & 7080| 6.9180| 6.7
Iron, Tinplates, Coke Bessemer. Sheeta. .
1.C.14x20. .uuneivmnnsns . " 2.9540| 3.0750] 2.9830| 3.6050 4.4750{ 4.2910
Iron, Boiler Plates, -5 in....] Cwt. * 2.4500( 2.3750{ 2.0000| 2.7200 3.0000} 2.4500
Iron, Wrought, Oid Material. .. Ton | Montreal |........]........ 121000 13.7220{...... S PETYReTY
Steel, Cast, Black Dimaond....| Lb, . 0839 .0779] .0900| .0843|........| 080
Steel, Billets, Mild. ........... *Ton L FOUON A R I PR RN FOUUUDTNN P
ii. Other Metals, etc
Aluminium t...ooeeeeeiioann. Lb. |NewYork| .5250] .3000| .3675] .3e12] .3500] .35
Antimony. Cookson's.......... Lb. | Toronto.. .0050| .ovoe] .0v9s| .1116] .1125] 109
Brass, Roll and Sheet, 14-20 .
GBUBE. < v v vreneansnenns Cwt. |Montreal |........1...ccoofievnens, Cereanes . L7840
Copper, Lake Superior Casting 10.7226) 16
INEOb. eesaanenecaenrenns . * 11.7910| 11.3200| 11.9400 17. .81
Lead, Domestic, Pig (Trail)....| ST ORI R u ...... 11.5700 10.61%0 w .....
Lead, Domestic, Imported Pig..|  * L. 3.4000] 3. 0900| '4.4500] 5. 0800| 4.4500
Mica,tt Size, 17 X 17,vs.nrn...| Lb, |Ottawa...|...... .. 35900 A a0 5 o
Mica,  Size, 17X 2" v0nrone. - DA OURUN I 11 IORORONE IROSRED ISRt I 0300
Mics, Size 173", 0vin. ” o | L T es0n T a006 1400
Mica, Size, 27 x3"...ce.....| ¥ " 0500, .0300 .0%00 :?3(‘3 l‘;‘n’" L2250
*Ton of 2,240 ibs. tIn 1886 Aluminium was $12.00 per poynd and was quoted among the rarer metals

from 1890-1894.  11Until 1596 Amber Mica waa not graded but sold “run of Mines’" all sizes from 2 x 3

up to 5 x 8. Smaller sizes were discarded until 1899 and 1901, wh
electrical mwhmery were devised.  when methods for uulmn. them 12




COST OF LIVING ' - 53

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Continued.

Avenge annual prices based on records of monthly and -weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada. !

[

Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1905 1908 1907

VIIL.—METALS AND IMPLEMENTS:—|

) ] $ $ $ $
(a) Metals: . . R
i. Iron and Steel: .
Pig Iron, Foundry No. 1 N.8...| *Ton | Montreal | 16.8333| 18.4791] 16.8541| 16.9166| 18 4583 21.1458
Pig Iron, Bummerlee, No. 2. ... - " 21.9583| 23.0000] 21.2083| 19.9500( 23.2750| 25,2043
Iron, Common Bar............ Cwt. | Toronto..| 2.0080| 2.0120} 1.7910| 1.8540f 2.1450| 2.3000
Iron, Black, Sheets, 18 Gauge. . . o 2.9200| 2.8000| 2.4100 2.4000] 2.4100) 2.6300
Iron, Galvanized Sheets, 16-24 R
Gauge, Queen’s Head...... " * 4.0100] 4.0000| 3.7000] 3.5600| 3.8100] 4.0300 -
Iron, Tinplates, Charcoal I. C.| Box of
14x20 base, Bradley Grade. |- 112 . 8.7500 6.7500/0 6.5000| 6.50000| 6.50000| 6.50000 '
Iron, Tinplates, Coke Beasemer| Sheets
1C..14x20. . ....uannn. - . 4.2500f 3.9120 3.4250| 3.4910f 3.8330] 4.2750
Iron, Boiler Plates, -3 in....| Cwt. . 2.5500{ 2.5500| 2.5500] 2.5500{ 2.5500) 2.4870
Iron, Wrought, Old Material. .. Ton | Montreal |........{v.......| 10.9330| 12.6360| 13.0670|'15.7500
Steel, Cast. Black Diamond....| Lb. . 0800 .0800 L0795 .0775 .0775 .0775
Steel, Billets, Mild............ *Ton *" 23.3125| 23.1250{ 21.1666( 24.2916] 27.1458) 33.9375
ii. Other Metala, ete:
Alluminium+t............. ....] Lb., |NewYork .3500 .3500 .3500 .3500 .3509 .3833
Antimony, Cookson's......... Lb. Toronto. . .Q968| 0885 0775 L1175 .2344| © 2087
Brass, Roll and Sheet, 14 - r’0
Gauge.....ooceviienennns Cwt. | Montreal | 12.1500f 13.7525| 13.2525] 16.1070{ 19.9110{ 21.3170
Copper, Lake bupenor Caasting, .
Ingot.coovvnnene i, o Toronto. .| 12.0100| 13.6500 13.8430{ 16.6850! 21.2290] 23.3300
Lead, Domestic, Plg (Trail). . ~ . RN P I PN P O P -
Lead, Imported, Pig . ees “ - 3.5600] 3.4700] 3.3400| 3.8400| 4.7200! 5.4200 I
Micaﬂ,Sile.l"xl".......... Lb. |Ottawsa...|........ FR R N P AP P -
Mica, Bise,1”x2”,..0...... . . 0100 .0450 .0500] .0600 L1200 . 1500
Mica, Size, 1"x23".......... " . . 1250 . 1500 .1500(°  .1800 L1800 L2500
Mica, Size,2”x3".......... . « .2300 3500 . 2000 . 3500 .4000 . 5000

Unit. Market 1908 1909 1910 9111 1912 1913

VIII.—MEeTaLS AND IMPLEMENTS:—
(8) Metals:
i. Iron and Steel: , -
Pig Iron, Foundry No. 1 N.8...| *Ton | Montreal | 19.20%3) 18.5000( 19.1250| 19.8170} 19.4370| 21.1870

Pig Iron, Suminerlee, No. 2. ... .“ o 25.0016] 20.6491] 20.3750; 20.0000{ 21.0000! 23.0000
Iron, Common Bar,...........] Cwt. | Toronto..] 2.0540| 1.9500] 2.0200{ 2.0500] 2.0500{ 2.1290
Iron, Biack, Sheets, 18 Gauge. . . [ 2.5300| 2.4500] 2.4400; 2.4200| 2.4910] 2.6500
Iron, Galvanized Sheets, 16~24 -

Gauge, Quecn’s Head. ..... " oo 3.3000, 3.2500{ 3.6000; 3.6000| 3.6250] 3.7830
Iron, Tinplates, Charcoal I. C.] Boxof

14x20 base, Bradley Grade.| 112 " ©6.0410| 6.0000! 5.7500( 6.6670| 7.0000{ 7.0000
Iron, Tinplates, Coke Bessemer| Sheets | |

1.C.14x20.,......... . . * 4.12900] 4.0000[ 4.0000f 4.22001 4.2700] 4 5000
Iron, Boiler Plnlu. % % in. Cwt. T 2.4500) 2.2660[ 2.2000f 2.2000f 2.3250f 2.5500
Iron, Wrought, Old \lnu-nnl. .. Ton | Montreal | 11.5000{ 11.0000{ 12.0300] 12,5000} 12.5000| 9.9170
Steel, Cast, Black Diamond. ... Lb. “ 0775 L0760 L0750 L0750 L0750 L0750
Steel, Billets, Mild............| *Ton " 20.1458| 26.2016| 25.9100| 25.7080( 24.3900| 28.5000

{i. Other Metals, ete:
Alluminiumt...... 00 eee.e.|  Lb. New York .3191 . 2262/ L2270 . 2049 .2196 2401

Antimony, Cookson's.......... Lb. | Toronto..| .0059] .0870[ .0800[ .US18| .0870}  .1079 ‘.
Brase, Roll and Shcet, 14 -20 E
Gauge. ..o viiiiiiein, Cwt. | Montreal | 13.3800] 13.3530| 13.3900{ 13.65680; 17.2500; 17.1800
Copper, lake Superior Cuting
Ingot............. . Toronto. .| 14.1458] 14.3540{ 13.9200] 13.3790| 17.7200{ 18.8100
Lead, Domestie, Pig ('rnul) " R PO vodieene ] 3.7300] 3.8800| 8.1700{ 5.2060 _’
Lead, Imported, Pig .......... s * 3.8000( 3. 69(” 3.8500| 3.9020 5.2000} §.2670 !
Micatt, Sise, 173 17........ L omb jouawa b e el L0850 L0550
Mica, Sise, 1”x2"... ...} " S000p 10000 10000 1000)  L1oog) 1100
Mica, Hisze, 1”x3".......... * . 20000 20000 20000 L1900 10001 1900
Mica, Bise, 2" x3"..........| . 35000 .4000] 4250  .4250! 42500 4250
*Ton of 2,240 Ibe. $1n 1886 Aluminium was $12.00 per pound and was quowd among the marer metals
from 1500-1804. $+ Until 1506 Amber Mica was not graded but soid “‘run of Mines'’ all sises from 2 x 3

upto H5x 8  Smaller sizes were discarded until 1590 and 1901, when methods for utilising them in electrieal
machinery were devised.

‘w



54 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUE EXHIBIT

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.

Unit. Market | 1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895

VIIL.—Metals and Implements:—| $ 3 $ $ $ s
Continued
(a) Metals:—Continued.

ii. Other Metals, ete.:—(Cont' d)
Mica,** Sige, 27 x4 .eueeen Lb. Ottawa. ..

Mlca. sm' 37 x 5. " a
Mica, Size, 4” x 6" . bt
Mica, Size, 5 x8".......... " *
Mica, Run of Mines........... Ton o
Nickel...oovervvreoennnes caen ' New York
Quicksilver, per 751b.......... Flask. o
Silver, Bar........ vee.o.| Fine Oz ol
Spelter, Forelgn ............... Cwt. | Toronto..
Solder, Bar, Haif and Half..... Lb. .
Tin, Ingots, Straights. ........ Cwt. .*
Zinc Sheets, in 5 cwt, Casks....| ¢ .
(b) Implements:

Anvils, Peter Wright's, 80-1b. . Lb. Toronto. . .1104 L1125 L1128 .1125| L1125 1125
Axes, Standard Single Bit...... Dos. “ 9.20%0] 9.0000{ .90000f 9.0000{ 9.0000{ 9.0000
Chains, Coil, %-in......c.cvn Cwt. | Montreal 4.1980] 4.1140( 4.0000] 4.0000] 3.3920 2.8040
Grindstones, 10 to0 200 1bs...... Ton | Toronto. .| 16.5000| 16.5000{ 16.5000| 16.5000] 16.5000f 16.5000
Horseshoes, No. 1, medium. ...} Keg. “ 3.6060| 3.6040| 3.6330{ 3.6750 3.7750] 3.6000
Mallets, Carpenters' Hickory

Round, 8ins.......cc0eeee Dos. * 2 5000] 2.5000] 2.5000f 2.5000{ 2.5000 2.5000
Screws, Bench, Wood.. " - 3.6250| 3.6250] 3.6250] 3.62501 3.6250| 3.6230
Bledge-hammers. . .... Lb. " .1375 .1375| L1375 .1333| L1275 L1333
Soldering Irons, Base * .| Toronto. . .3100] . 3000 . 2900/ . 2900/ . 2850 .2515
Vises, Peter Wright's “ “ .1273| .1258 .1258 . 1250 .1250, .1250

Unit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1809 1900 1001

_VIIL.—Metals and Implements:—| s $ ] $ $
Continued.
(6) Meals:—Continued.

ii. Otber Metals, ete..—(Cont'd) .

Mica,** Size, 2" x 4" Ottawa 1000 1500 . 1800 . 2500 35004 4000
Mica, Size, 37 x 5” es500| .3000] .3500] .5000 §5000 6000
Mica, Sise, 47 26" . 5000| .4500f .5000| .7000] .9000y 9000
Mica, Size, 5” x 8" ” 6000 6500 .75000 .8500] 1.0000{ 1.2500
Mica, Run of Mines.. . LU D PO PP DI T I eaaner
Nickel..oworeooarnreen .. New York "3354| .3488] .3473] 3517} .s020{ .5500
Quicksilver, per 75 ib. . . " 37.3130| 38.5210| 40.5000| 44.5420| 51.0000| 49.6460
Silver, Bal.. .co.veetirieenseess i . ° .6819 L6077 L5905 L6050 L6206 5070
Spelter, Foreign............... | Toronto..] 4.5200f 4.7900] 5.1600| 7.2200] 6.9000 5.9100
Solder, Bar, Half and Half.. Lb. " J1243)  .1148]  (1245] L1877 2110{ 1906
Tin, Ingots, Straights......... Cwt. o 16.9300| 16.0800{ 17.7300{ 31.3100] 35.1600{ 31.6000
Zinc Sheets, in 5 cwt. Casks....| - 4.8100| 5.3300] 5.9100| 8.0300] 7.2200{ 6.4000
(b) Implements:
Anvils, Peter Wright's, 80-Ib. Lb. | Toronte..| .1125] .m2sl  .mi2s]  .ni2s] a2y 1100
Axes, Standard Single Bit......{ Dos. | * 7.5410| 7.1250| 8.1250 8.4000] 7.7910f 7.83%0
Chains, Coil, M4-in. . 7l Cwt | Montreal | 2.8540] 3.0000] 3.0000] 3.8670] 4.4020] 3.71%¢
Grindstones, 40 to 200 b ... Ton | Toronto..| 16.5000| 18.5000] 16.5000} 16.5000] 16. 6000 20.750
Horseshoes, No. 1, medium. Keg. " 3.6000] 3.3333| 8.2500| 8.5250] 3 8790 3.600
Maliets, Carpelwex'l ankory
Dos. “ 2.6000] 2.5000] 2.5000f 2.5000] 2 5000 2.50%0
" " 3.6250| 3.6250 8.6250 3.6250 & 625 8.02%
Lb. ” 279 ool Lomoo) Lowool  Loson L0500
Boidering [rons, Base.......... v Toronto..| .2400] .2400] 2458 aixal 37Oy .37
‘ Vises, Peter Wright's........ I » 12500 L1250 .1250] L1250 .1260] .13

**Until 1896, Amber Mica was not graded but sold *Run of Mines' all sises from 2x 3up to 6 x 8. Smaller
::e, were discarded until 1869 and 1901, when methoda for utilising them ip electrical machinery were

.‘.."—-!gm‘—; | e




COST OF LIVING - 55 .

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890~1901.—Continued.

Average annual prices based on records 6f monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada. :

Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907

|

VIII.—Metals and Implements:— $ s s $ s s

}
Coritinued. J ;
(a) Metala:—(Continued.) :
1
ii.—Other Metals, etc (Conf'd.) ’ i
Mica,** Size, 2” x4”..,....... Lb, Ottawa... 4500 . 4500 . 5000/ . 6000 600G .7000 ‘
Mica, Size,3”"x5"........ .. " “ .6000 .7000 7000 . 7500 . 750¢ L9000 }
Mica, Size,4”x6".......... b ‘o .8000 . 8000 L8000} 1.0000f 1.9%« 1.0000 !
Mica, Size, 5" 28"........ . - “ 1.2500f 1.2500{ 1.1000] 1.2500f 1.2500] 1.3000 ' ;
cha.RunofMmeo........... Ton “ Ceeeees . R ETTT g
Nickel.ooiueriiiiiiionnenesss .“ New York .5020 .4000 .4350 .4390 . 430 .42 3
Quicksilver. per 75 lb. weeesses.| Flask. “ 48 0830| 47.3330| 43.4090| 39.6250) 41.3541{ 41 4580 ;
Silver, Bar..........u.n. e...| Fine Os. co L5281 5420 . 5584 610G 673 .6598
Spelter, Formgn..... ........ .| Cwt. | Toronto..| 5.6000{ 6.1100] 6.0500] 6.9400] 7.290¢]| 6.9000
Solder, Bar, Half and Half..... Lb. o . 1960/ L1875 L1787 J1R7Q .245 .2625
Tin, Ingots, Straights...... PN Cwt. o 31.1600| 31.9700] 30.5400{ 34.4100{ 42 6%0(} 43.3300
Zine Sheets, in 5 cwt Casks. ... " . 6.1250f 6 6700| 6.6100] 7.125G( 7.920¢} 7.8750

(b) Implements:
Anvils, Peter Wright's, 801b...| Lb. Toronto. . .1075 .1075! .1075 S Lirs .107¢ .1075

Axes, Standard Single Bit......} Dos. f 7.7500| 8.35401 B8.5000] 8.5000¢| 8.5k3(1 9.5000
Chains, Coil, ¥-in........... Cwt, Montreal 3.8500( 3.9190 3.7380] 3.2500| 3.2Kk( 3.4600 ‘
Grindstones, 40 10 200 lhs.. . ... Ton | Toronto..) 25.0000{ 25.0000! 25.0000| 25.0000l 24 75« | 21.6600
Horseshoes, No. 1 Medium.....| Kcg. - 3.5500; 3.6540] 3.7870] 3.8000| 3.800(| 3.7000
Mailets, Carpenters’ Hickory .
Round, 6ins.............| Dos. . 2.5000{ 2.5000{ 2.5000] 2.5000} 2 50 2.5000 .
Screws, Bench, Wood. P * * 3.62501 3.6250| 3.6250] 3.62507 3 625} 3.6250
Sledge-hammers. . .... [P Ih. s L0800 LONOH 0RO L0779 077! L0775
Soldering Irons, Base.......... " Taronto. . L3700 L3700 L3700 .3700 L3701 4302
Vises, Peter Wright's.......... . " L1350 L1350 .1350 13501 . 135¢ .1350

Cnit. Market 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913

- VIIL.—Motals and Implements:— $ $ ) ] 3 ] ;
Contwnued. :
(@) Metals>—(Continued.)
ii.—Other Metals, etc.:(Cont'd.) ’ § i
Mica,** Size, 27 x4”..........] Lb. |Ottawa...| .6000] .7000] .e250] .e250[ .a250 6250 ;
Micn, Hize, 3" x5%.......... - . B0001 100000 8000 .&000] 8004|8500 ]
Mica, Size,4”x6".......... * * 1.0000] L.o0f 1.0000] 1.00006] 1.0106¢| 1.1000 i
Mica, Size, 5 x 8", " - 1.1250f 1.25000 1.25000 1.2500f 1.2506f 1.2500 i
Miea, Run of Mines.. Ton IR PRSRPI N DU RS DU I e ;
Nichelooooiiiiaiiinans e * New York 4580 . 4300 L4400 4250 416! L4045 ;
Quirksilver, per 75 lb veer.| Flask. “ 44.6670! 46 .0000| 47 .15(0)) 46.0¢%)| 42.312¢] 39.5630
Silver, Bar...... veeieneeanes.|FineOs, " 5349 52161 5331 B3 60N 79
Spelter, Foreign............... Cwt. | Toronto..| 6.2000] "5.675] 5.9160| 6.2020{ 7.2500| 7.03%0
Solder, Bar, Half and Half ., Lb. o 9250 J1eon 1ues . 2446 276, L2873
Tin, Ingots, Straights. . o) Cwt, e 32.2200] 32,1600 36 00001 45,1500 49 334t | 48 8330
Zine Sheets, in 5 cwi Casks. . © " 6.8000| 6.3060] 6.7500] 7.5420] 8.00x| 8.0000 '
(6} Implements:
Anvils, Peter Wright's, 801b. ..} Lb. | Toronto.. 10750 1075) (1075 (1000)  1000) 1008
Axes, Standard Single Bit......| Dos. ¢ 90,5000 9 5000 7.6000] 7.500{ 7 6210 8 1250
Chains, Cnil, M-in......... ...l Cwt. | Montreal | 3.5250 3 3040] 3 350 3.3920{ 3. 2540] 3.4500
Grindstones, 40 to 200 1ha Ton | Toronto. .| 21 0000 21 0000| 21 .0000] 22 0000] 22 0000] 25 0000
Homeshoes, No. 1 Medium,,. . .| Keg. . 3.61600 3.5000[ 3.75001 4.0500] 4 14| 4, 1500 ;
Malieta, Carpenters’ lhckor) ;
Round, 8ina. ......... ... Dos. * 2.5000f 2 2100] 19501 1.9500] 1 8%%| 19500 :
Screws. Bench, Wood.......... - o 3.26%)  4.5620 5.00001 5.00001 5. 00r] 5 (000
Siedge-hammers. . ... e Lb. " L0768 0775 OO0 LOGO0 (307 OG0
Saldering Trons, Base . Toronto. . L3064 L2500 L2800, L2R00 280 L 2%00
Vises, Peter Wright's.......... o " L1350 . 1350 L1351 L1250 20 L1254

*£{Unti] 1596, Amt.er Mica was nnt gradied but soid **Run Bf Mines™ all xisen from 2 x 3 upto 5x X, Smaller
sizcs wore discarded until 1599 and 1901, whea methods for utilizing them in electrical machinery were
devised.

.
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56 _ DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA. 1890-1901.—Continued.

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.

Unit. Market 1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895

Y : - $ $ $- $ $ H
IX —FuEL anp LigaTING:— .
Coal, Bituminous, N.8., run of |
MINeS. ¢ seovensroanesen Ton
Coal, Toronto Bituminous Stea.m
CoalBltBCMounmnD\st. * .0.b. mi PP S PN
Coal, Bituminous, Vancouver ls.[ ** i
All grades, clean. ... »
Coasl, Lump..... . Ll
Coal, Nut.... b
Coal,Peat v ccvvvnverarccncsss L
Coal, Bituminous. .. cecucerens .
Coal, Anthracite..........oeun *
Coke, Furnace, Connellsvxlle v
Coke, B.C. Mountain Dis’t. o
Gasoline. ..ocoveevrnerennocas Gal.

Coal Oil, Prime White, Canadian| "
Coal OQil, Water White, American “ .
Calcium Carbide.............. Ton R [ P
Matches, Eddy’s Telegraph. ...| Gross. Montreal 3.8830| 4.1580| 3.9160

Q'nit. Market 1896 |- 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901

3 $
1X.—FurL aND LiguTING:— s ' s $

Coal, Bituminous, N.8., run of

. INNER. .o v vvvnrreorenruen Ton | Montreal 2.8780 3.0750 3.49%0
Coal, Toronto Bituminous Steam o Toronto | 5.2170 4.50000 4..000
Coal, Bit. B. C. Mountain Dis't.{ * f.0.b. mines{........ 1.8067] 1.7340
Coal, Bituminous, Vancouver Is.| ** foob.mines|...o.ou]oveenniihiiiii i e b i e e
All grades, clean. ............. o | e
Coal, Lump...oceeorvccorsaas -
Coal, Nut.eseveveorreaneosa. e
Coal,Pe ...ooovvvreennennn. L
Coal, Bituminous. ............ “
Coal, Anthracite.............. ’
Coke, Furnace, Connellsville. ... “
Coke, B.C. Mountain Dis't. ... .
Gasoling. . covecevverscnnaanss Gal. .
Conl Oil, Prime White, Canadian|  ** . .1818]  .1800 . 500
Coal Oil, Water White, American " s L2083 .2?‘00 1673;; . :;:;}; ) }3: ) :&60
Caleinm Carbide.......... ... Ton | Works | 76.0000| 78.0000| 76 0000| 76 0000| 70 0000{ 70.0000

Mawhes.Eddy’lTelemph.... Gross. | Montreal | 3.5000] 3.4830| 3.4500 3.3830| 4.0110] 3.8580

*Ton of 2,240 lbs. **Estimated by a dealer.
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COST OF LIVING 57

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913. A

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.

Unit. | Market. | 1902 | 1903 | 1004 | 1905 | 1906 | 1907

$ $ $ $ $ $
IX.—FuEL AND LigETING:—
Coal, Bituminous, N. 8., run of

IS, . vvvervivannennras Ton | Montreal 3.5150| 3.5880] 3.5150| 3.2150| 3.2150{ 3.4250
Coal, Bituminous Toronto Steam . Toronto. .| 4.9790] 5.8100] 4.9300| 4.5000] 4.5000{ 4.5000
Coal. Bit. B.C., Mountain Dis't. * {.o.b. minea] 1.8330{ 1.9300{ 1.9480{ 1.9810 2.0150| 2.1125
Coal, Bituminous, Vancouver Is.| #** D N O T

All grades, ¢lean........... e 2.

Lo 4.

ey 3.

L 2.

o« 6.

o . . 5.
Coke. Fumace, Connelswlle “ " {fo.b.Ovens] 2.6875 2.9125| 1.6375| 2.2875 2.6750| 2.8250
Coal. B.C. Mountain Dlltnct. . f.ob. * 4.0658| 4.4390| 4.2391| 4.3241| 4.3237{ 4.3575
Gasoline...........coo0vvunnn Gal. Toronto. . .2100| .2300| 1750 . 1900/ L2150 . 1900
Coal Oil, Prime White, Canadmn “ . .1608 . 1850 .1908 .1625 .1595 .1500
Coal Oil, Water White,American| ” . L1727 .1933 .1987 L1745 .1700 .1683
Calcium Carbide.............. Ton Works 65.0000| 85.0000| 65.0000| 65.0000| 65.0000{ 65.0000

Matches, Eddy’'s Telegraph....| Gross | Montreal 4.2000] 4.2000| 4.4250| 4.5000 4.6200{ 4.7750

Unit. | Market | 1908 | 1000 | 1010 { 1911 | 1012 | 1913

. $ ] ] ] $
IX.—~Fury awp LicmTiNe:—
Coal, Bituminous, N. 8., run of
mines. .. ............. ...] Ton |Montreal | 3.6910] 3.6020{ 3.5400| 3.5320{ 3.5320| 3.5230
Coal, Bituminous, Steam........ “ Toronto. .| 4.5000 4.5000| 6.0600] 5.5000{ &§.2500{ §.2500 .
Coal. Bit. B.C., Mountain Dis't. “  [f.o.b. mines| 2.1158 2.2080 2.0500{ 2.3s500] 2.7500 2.7500
Coal, Bituminous, Vancouver Is.| I P P DU RN FEPITE PR,
All grades, clean.............. Lol O 3.7400[ 3.9100| 3.9000] 3.8060! 4.1%00| 4.1640
Coal, Lump..... .- ceeeeeies 4.5000  4.5000| 4.5000] 4.5000 4.5000f 4. 5000
Coal, Nut.. U Cereeennn 4.0000] " 4.0000] 4.0000] 4.0000{ 4.0000] 40000
Coal, Pes ... .ovvvineininnnns LouB T 3.2500{ 3.2500f 3.2500| 3.2500] 3.2500! 3.25%00
Coal, Bituminous “ .| Vietoria. 7.50001 7.5000{ 7.5000] 7.5000| 7.5000] 7.6250 )
Coal, Anthracite s Montreal.| 8.7660] 8.6830{ 6.1250| 6. 3625 6.3625 6.7420
Coke, Furnsce, Connelsville. . *  {fob.Ovens| 1.7083 2.0021 1.9100[ 1.5130 2.5200{ 2. 6500
Coke, B.C. Mountain Disuict . *  jftob. * 4.3325{ 4.4550| 4.4550] 4.8000| §.0000] §.0000
Gasoline, ,........ocovnenn. Gal. | Toronto. . L1700 L1700 L1750 . 1650 L2008 L2500
Coal Oil, Prime White,Canadian| * . 504 15500 .1316f  .1221] L1358  .1533
Coal Oil, WaterWhite, American| * “ L5410 15500 L1504f 1371 (1545 1583
(nlmum Carbide.............. Ton Works 65.0000] 65.0000! 62.0500] 62 0%00! 85.0000]| 85 0000
Matches, kddy's Telegraph Gross | Montresl | 4.9000[ 4.7500{ 4.7800] 4.8000 4 8000| 4.8000

*Ton of 2,240 Ibe.  _ ]
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58 ] DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Continued.

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.

S —
Unit. Market 1890 1891 1892 1893 1804 | 1895 1
X .—BUILDING MATERIALS:— $ $ $ $ $ $
(a) Lumber: :
Spruce Deals, N.B., merchant- St. John, ‘
able, 3x7, 3x9, 3x11 .up... Mt N.B. | 9.9583 9.5625 9.7500] 9.718711.0729; 9.5520
N. B. Shingles, Extra....c..... M o { 2.6833 2.8%33 2 .6958] 2.4133] 2.220% 2.1916
N. B. Shingles, Clear.......... e “ . 2.1833 2.3833 2.1958] 1.9133} 1.7208} 1 6915
Pine Lumber, all grades....... Mt ool 12.0000 | 12.0000] 12.5000{12 . 0000} 12,0000
B.C.Lumber, average of cut.... “ N ; 10.0000 | 10.0000 10.0000] 10.0000{10.0000(10.0000
B C. Fir, 2x4 80d Up .« oo - ne Mt | Winnipeg. . .eeoee-- eeanes RIS RO h ..... A
B.C. Shingles, Cedar. ......... M . T R S E! CERLTEEE: RS RS booeeboienne
Pine, Good Sidings, 1x7 and up.{ Mft |Ottawa.. .| 37.5000 37.5000 | 37.1200] 36.0000,36 0000{32.9100
Pine Shipping Culls, Siding |
1% in. and 2 in " . 15.0000 | 15.0000 | 14.9580 15.0000)15.0000{ 14,0830
Pine, Box Boards...... . “ .' 13.5000 | 13.5000 | 13.50G0 13.7500/13. 7500 13.7500
Lathg, No. 1 White Pine, 13%... M “ i 1.8500 1.5330 1.8250] 1.7500 1.750Y 1.5160
Hemloek, linch........... 0. Mt “ e I P P EE RN SRR

Pine, No. 1 cuts and better, 1in.. " Toronto. .+ 30.8330 | 31.6230 32.5000| 34.5000,3%.5000|34.5000
Oak, Red plain, firsts and |

Seconds, linch........... . o | 24,0000 | 25.0000 25.0000, 25,87[)0‘29.0000 290000
Birch, Common and better, 1 in. “ * } 18.0000 { 18.0000 18,5000, 18.5000: 15, 7085123, 5000
Maple, Soft, Common & better. * * . 16.0000 | 16.0000 16.5000; 16.5500{16.3750{17.0000

: #10.0003-|*10 . 0000~
Spruce, 1in. x4 in and up..... Mt i Ottawa...| 13.0000 | 13.0000 |....ccarfoeeereefroecres RPN
(b) Miscellaneous: .
Bricks, Common Building......| M Toronto.. 7.0000 | 7.0000 | 7.0000{ 7.0000 7.0000] 6.0009
Bricks, Common Building...... . Montreal ; 10.3333 | 8.3750 | 8.8333 7.7500| 9.0625| 8.2201
Bricks, Fire. .. ..coocaervranne o N 24.0000 | 23.3750 | 21.9470 292,500018.5410{18.97%0
|
-t Unit. Market ! 1896 1897 1808 1899 1900 1901
X —BUILDING MATERIALS:— $ $ $ 3 $ $
L]
(a) Lumber:
Spruce Deals, N.B,, merchant- St. John,

able, 317, 3x9, 3x11 .up... M ft N.B. 9.3541 9.7083 | 10,3958 . 11.6850]11 5208
N. B. Shingles, Extra.......... M . 2.0010 1.8708 1.9430 . 123
N. B. Shingles, Clear.......... “ . 1.5040 1.3708 1.4330 [
Pine Lumber, all grades. .. .... MEt oovnunn...] 12,0000 | 12.5000 | 12.0000 LY

' * B.C.Lumber, average of cut.... R RPN 10.0000 | 10.0000 (LT
B.C. Fir,2x4and up........- Mft | Winnipeg.}..envr.n. U TN FPPOPRRES PR EEEER .
B.C. Shingles, Cedar.......... M [ B P FORRIEN FEPPESEEL ¥ SRt FSapam
Pine, Good Sidings, 1x7 and up. Mt | Ottawa...| 32.3700 | 32.2500 5000
Pine Shipping Culls, Siding

1%in.end 2in.....eennt ' * 14.0000 | 13.1250 | 10.70%0 o0
Pine, Box Boards. ............ " . 12.5000 | 12.2500 | 9.2500 20
Latbs, No. 1 White Pine, 125... M o 1.1700 1.0560 1.0500 6293
Hemlock, linch. ... ..covonttn Mt L P PO (N PPV FUUPRRDE BRI R
Pine, No. 1 cuts and better, 1in.. . Toronto..| 34.1250 | 33.0000 | 33.0000, 3.0000
QOak, Red plain, firsts and

Seconds, linch..........- . s | 28.8750 | 28.0000 | 28.0000 28.0000{28 . 7500(130. 5000+
Birch, Common and better, 1in. " . | 21.5000 | 19.0000 | 19.00001 19.0000 19. 00190000
Maple, Soft, Common & better.{  “ . \ 16.6250 | 16.5000 | 16.5000] 16.936{17.5000[17 .50

*13.0000
Spruce, 1in. x4 inand up.....| Mft Ouawn...(... ...... SUUPUDIUE SUUUUIE P St .

(b) Miscellaneous: - \

. Bricks, Common Building...... M Toronto..| 6.5000 | 7.0000 | 7.0000) 7.50000 7.5000 75000
Br@ckn, Comunon Building...... " Montreal { 7.7500 { 7.2708 7 ooon|  7.2201) 7.3029 7.89
Bricks, Fire.......cocoveeene- . " | 18.2050 | 19.1660 | 10.6460 20 B430: 21 .0000] 19 5000

| ]
H 1
! *Montreal. |
-
_/
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COST OF LIVING 59
. . v
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913.—Continued.
Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada.
L]
Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1903 1906 1907
X.—BurLpiNGs MATERIALS:— $ $ $ $ $
(@} Lumber: R
Spruce Deals, N.B, merchant- St. John,
able, 3x7, 3x9, 3s1lup....| Mft N. B. 12.7833| 13.6666| 12.2016| 13.6458] 14.89358] 14.5625
N.B. Shingles, Extra. ......... M “ 2.6291] 2.7208] 2.5750] 2.4958| 2.5791] 3.0660
N.B. Shingles,Clear........... " “ 2.1291] 2.2208] 2.0750| 1.,9958| 2.0791] 2.5650
Pine Lumber, allgrades.......] Mt 16.5000{ 17.0000| 17.0000| 17.5000} 18.5000| 21.35000
B.C. Lumber, average of cut... b 10.0000] 15.2700{ 15.3000| 14.9500| 14.9500f 16.2500
B.C. Fir,2x4andup.........} Mft S PIE PP [P PR
B. C. Shingles, Cedar.......... M N P D A .
Pine, Good Sidings, 1x7andup.| M{ft [ Ottawa...} 33.2000| 40.6600| 42.1600} 40.6600] 41.7500| 42.0000
Pine, Shipping Culls, Siding
14 in. and 2 in... “ . 15.9580} 17.2500{ 18.2500| 18.3125{ 21.2910| 25.8750
Pine, Box Boards......... “ o “ 13.2500] 13.2500{ 13.2500} 13.3750{ 15.5410] 21.0830
Laths, No. 1 White Pine, 13%.. . M » 2.9705] 2.8750f 2.5620| 2.5200| 4.1040( 4.2500
Herlock, linch.............. M ft . O I S 13.2500| 14.4165
Pine, No. 1 cuts and better, 1 in. . Toronto. .| 34. 87.)0 45.0000| 46.4160| 48.6660| 50.0830| 50.0000
Oak, Red plain, Firsts and
Seconds, liuch........... “ “ 32.0000] 32.2500| 38.5400] 45.1250 48.0000| 48.3300
Birch, Common and better, 1 in. ’ . 19.0000] 19.4583| 22.7916] 22.5416] 24.6660| 24,5000
Maple, Soft, Common and better s “ 19.0000] 20.0000| 22.8330| 21.2500] 22.0833] 22.1660
Spruce, lin.x4inandup......] Mft |Ottaws...|.coceeefieananrefennns S I I PR DU
{5) Miscellaneous: : .
Bricks, Common Building...... M Toronto. .| 8.0000] 9.0000| 10.0000; 10.5000] 10.5000] 10.5000
Bricks, Common Building...... M Montreal 7.3750] 7.3750] 10.0000| 12.2500] 10.6250] 11.5000
Bricks, Fire.......coovuus eee M . 19.0000] 19.0000] 18.6250| 18.5000| 18.6661] 19.0000
Unit. Market 1908 1909, 1910 9111 1912 1913
X.—BUILDINGS MATERIALS:— $ $ $ s s $
(a) Lumber:
Spruce Deals, N.B., merchant- 8t. John,
able, 3x7, 319, 3x11 up. .. M ft N. B. 14.8125| 15.2083; 15.3000| 14.2710{ 14.45801 16.1460
N. B. shingies, Fxtra.......... M " 3.2583] 2.9333] 2.7000{ 2.5410] 2.%95% 3.2375
N. B. Shingles, Clear....... e - 2.7583] 2.4333] 2.2000[ 2.1160] 2.3958| 3.6750
Pine Lumbser, all grades. . ..... Mt treneens.] 205000} 20 5000 20.5000] 20.0000; 20.5000( 20.7500
B.C. Lumber, average of cut. .. " 17.0000] 14.2000] 15.20000. .. ... oofeevnennsfeenns ..
B.C Fir,2x4andup......... M ft ceerees.] 19.6000] 22.6600| 21.5000, 21,5000} 21.5000
B. C. Shingles, Cedar.......... MO L 3.1000 2.5250f 2.7670, 2.9160) 3.0000
Pine, Good Sidings. 1 x7andup.] Mfs 42.0000[ 43.2000| 50.0800{ 56.0000 54.5000} 54.0000
Pige, Shipping  Culls, blqu
1% in. and 2in........ . ” " 26.5000! 25.0418| 30.6800! 30.0000! 28 4160 30.8330
Pine, Box Boards........... “ . 21.2500] 17.5000] 13.4500] 13.5000] 13.70~0} 16.9170
Laths, No. 1 White Pine, l}s M . 3.7150] 3.40601 3.8500| 4.0000) 3.WN0] 3.9750
Hemloek, linch. ... ......... M ft “ 14.7500} 13.7500{ 12.2500] 11.0000{ 11.0000] 17,5000
Pine, No. 1 cuta lmd better, 1 in. " Toronto. .| 46.0830] 43.4160| 49.0000{ 60.8300; 62.5000{ 57.0»30
Qak, Red plain, Firsts and
Seconde, 1inch........ * o 50.1660] 50.0000] 53.1800; 54.0000; 53.6660{ 59.3900
Birch, Common and better, l in. " . 24. 4160} 24.20-3| 26.5000] 20.0000! 29 .6660G| 32,3330
Maple, Soft, Common and better|{  * " 21.5000] 21.1040] 20,0000 25.0000' 25,0000} 330000
Spruce, lin. x4inandup......| MMt jOttawa...]....coofovvuns. | 15.4500| 15.2500{ 14.9370| 17.3330
() Miscellaneous:
Bricks, Common Building...... M Toronto. .| 10.5000] 10.5000{ 10.5000] 10.5000| 11.0000] 11,7500
Bricks, Common Building...... M Montreal [ 11.95008 12 000 12 2% . ... dooeeoo e .
Bricks, kire. . ... PN e M ' lB.UU(,K)I 19, 00V0, lQ.(l)OUI 19.00001 19.0000] 19.0000
i
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60 : - DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Continued.

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the

Department of Labour, Canada. .
.
Uvit. | Market | 1890 | 1se1 | 1892 | 1803 | 1894 | 1895 H
Montreal. $ - $ s $ $ $
X — Building Materials:—(Cont'd) | .’
&) Miscellaneous:—(Cont'd.) ! .

Cement, Canadian Portland....| Bbl Toronto..| 2.9580] 2.7000 2.7000] 2.7000| 2.700C| 2.6500
Lime, High Calcite, 95-07%....| Bus. Hull, Que. . 2000 . 2000] 2000 .2000 . 2000 . 2000

Plaster of Paris...... ...« Bbl. Montreal 1.5500{ 1.6000{ 1.p000} 1.5500 1.5500{ 1.6000
Building Paper, Tarred Fibre,
No.Ll.uooeeerronaoonosn- Roll | Toronto..{...... O PO M M IR TR BT
Building Paper, Plain Fibre,No1 “ [ PN PP DU EERETRE T EEE R RS R
. Building Paper, Tarred for
ROOANZ..ecvonreacenesnes - " . . 5000
Building Paper, Plain......... - " 4000
Pitch, Roofing (Sydney)....... Cwt. hd 2 2 2. 5000
Tar, Crude Coal (pure}........ Bbl. o 4 4 4.0000
Soil Pipe, 4 in. medium........ Ft. . + .1550
/ Iron Pipe, Black, lin......... 100 Ft | Montreal 6.1270 5.2810| 4.8750 4.8750] 4.2790] 3.9000
Lead Pipe. . .ccovncavnrnven ..} Cwt. . 4.4580] 4.7920) 5.5000 5.5000 5.333L) 5.1670
RedLead.......coccoevereenr . . 4.8330] 4.8650| 4.4520{ 4.3540( 4 16701 4.0420
Red Lead, Dry in 560 b Casks. - L D P P R e Rt EEE Rl R
Nails, Cut 8-9d. ccovereearanes . Keg. " 2.7250) 2.3050| 2.6410) 2 .8000) 2.49080] 2.7040
Nails, Wire Base. ... .- “ TR PN P P P R EEE R ) EER R
Sash Weights............ ...l. cwt. | Toronto..] 2.7500 2. 7500 2.1666] 1.7500! 1.7083} 1 4885
Sash Cord No.8, No. 1 N...... Lb. b . 3600 .3600 .3600 3600 . 3600 3600
Hinges, Heavy, 8in........o0n Lb. *” .0527 0493 L0487 L0507 L0441 L0419
Wire, COPPEF..caverorveseaces Cwt. | New York | 18.7500| 16.5000 14 3500} 13.5000| 11.56001 12.3500
Wire, Iron, No. 7, (Base 8-9)... . Montreal 2. 73800 2.6540[ 2.6000| 2.6(00| 2 6000 2,600V
Wire, Cloth, Painted Screen. .. . {100 8q ft | Toronto. . 2.3000| 2.0875| 1.9500{ 1.8R30 1.87:9] 1.8645
Wire, Fencing, Galvanized Barb] Cwt. * 5.5410| 4.8430] 4.6770] 4.623C 3.7910f 3.1140

Unit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1599 1800 1901

Montreal. $ $ $ ] 3 $
X .—Building Materials:—(Cont'd)

(1)) Miscellaneous:—(Cont'd.)
Cement, Canadian Portland.. .. Bbl. | Toronto..| 2.8470 2.4410} 2.6930 2.7750) 2.6x80| 2.6100

Lime, High Calcite, 95-87%....| Bua |Hull, Que. ‘2000 .1700| .1600| .1500| .2000f 2200
Plaster of Paris.......c.cc..n- Bbl, | Mobtreal | 1.6000] 1.6500] 1.7000{ 1.7000] 1.500U 1.8000
Building Paper, Tarred Fibre, .

No.bl.vuereounsoroonnoan Roll | Toronto..|.... PR PR PPN O eenes
Building Paper. Plain Fibre,No 1 "o « U P O PN
Buildiog Paper, Tarred for

RooBDg. .. vovorosananes b by . .3700 3700 . 4000 4000
Building Paper, Plain......... . . ! . L2F00 2000 3000 3000
Pitch, Roofing (Bydpey)....... Cwt. " 2. 5000 2.5000| 2.5000| 2.5000] 76001 86500 ,
Tar, Crude Coal (pure)........ Bbl. o 400000 4.0000] 4.0000] 4.0000] 3.5400 3 5000 |
8oil Pipe, 4 in. medium........ Ft. b .1550 . 1700] 1500 1800} F. 180N 1500
fron Pipe, Black, 1in......... 100 Ft | Montreal | ,3.9000| 3.9300] 3.8500) 4.7500 5.22600 45300
Lead Pipe..cecereoccnnnniones| Cwh “ 5.0000, 5.0190| 5.1570 6.6230, 5.934y & 2500
Red Lead.....coocuvennnss .. . 4.1250] 4.1720| 4.3125] 4.5680| 5.2500 6.2730
Red Lead, Dry in 660 Ib Casks. * L N T IR P B P .
Nails, Cut 8-9d.....cooenenen. Keg. 3.0870] 2.1200| 2.45%6| 32.7790| 3.312(8 3.0510

* Nails, Wire Base "y s o 2 0003 1.8666] 2.6521| 3.14794 2.7937
Sash Weights..oo...ooo.oueree Cwt. | Toronto..] 1.4375 1.4375) 1.5104| 2.12501 3.25) 2.7916
Sash Cord No. 8, No. 1 N...... Lb. . ‘.3600 ‘3e00|  .3516]  .as00|  .26x 2650
Hinges, Heavy, 8in,.......... Lb.} ” (0425 L0425 0427 L0464 s L0563
Wire, COPPeF..c.ooronacnnon Cwt. | New York | 13.5600( 13.7500| 13.7500] 18.2500 18000y 18,1500
Wire, Iron, No. 7, (Base 6-0)... w | Montresl | 2.6000 2.6000{ 2 6000] 2.7500{ 31674 2. R0
Wire. Cloth, Painted Screen. ... |100 8q ft | Toronto. . 1.53330 1.3750] 1.2125) 1.5050] 1.0584 1 3628
‘Wire, Fencing, Galvanised Barb| Cwt. ” 3.0140| 2.5160] 1.868C{ 2.9720| 3.3680) 3.05%0




COST OF LIVING 61
WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913.—Continued.
Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
' Department of Labour, Canada. i
Unit. Market 1902 -| 1903 1904 1805 1906 1907
3 I $ $ $ i
X —Buildings Material-—(Cont’d.)
(b) Miscellaneous—(Cont’d.) .

Cement, Canadian Portland....| - Bbl. Toronto..| 2.5750} 2.4750| 2.0350| 1.8680} 1.9830( 2.0560
Lime, High Calcite, 95-97%....| Bus. Huli, Que. L2200 . 2200 L2200 .2200 .230C .2300
Plasterof Paris............... Bbl, Montreal 1.9000] 1.9000| 1.9000| 2.0000{ 2.0000| 2.1000

Building Plper. Tarred Fibre,
No.loeiieaneiinnennnn Roll |Toronto..|........|.c..cut. .6500 .6500 6500 .8500
Building Psper, Plain Fibre, :
| T TP “ L Y PN .5500, .5500 .55001 .5500

Building Paper, Tarred for
Roofing....i...euut. ceaee " - 4500 .5000 .5000 .5000 4800 . 4500
Building Paper, Plain......... * [ 3500 ", 4000 4000 4000 L3700 L4500
Piwh, Roofing, (Sydney)....... Cwt * .8500f 1.0291! 1.0583 L8875 L8500 . 8500
Tar, Crude Coal (pure)........[ Bbl " 4.0000] 4.0000] 4.0000] 4.000G| 4.000C¢ 4.0000
Soil Pipe, 4 in. medium........ Ft. * L1800 L2100 . 2100 L2100 L2100 . 2050
Iron Pipe, Black lin.......... 100 ft. | Montreal 4 8B25C| 4.8000| 4.3590| 4.3500f 5.24%(| 4.9880
Lead Pipe....coveceenninnnn. Cwt. o 4.5630| 4.6580| 4.5680| 4.9670] 5.442¢} 6.6500
RedLead.................... Cwt “ 5.2500{ 5.2500| 5.3540] 4.9690| 5.302¢{ 6.2190
Red Lead, Dry in 580 1b. casks. . LA (N 4.2500] 4.3750] 4.5000) 5.500G{ 6.1250
Nails, Cut, 8-9d........... vl Keg. o 3.08301 3.1000{ 2.9750{ 3.0250] 3.0250{ 2.8750
Nails, Wire Base..... . " " 2.5146] 2.4000f 2.3500{ 2.2416] 2.1053; 2.4291
Sash Weighta............ ..| Cwt. |Toronto..| 2.4166| 2.46a7] 2.1458} 2.1250| 2.1250| 2.1250
Sash Cord, No 8, No. 1 N..... Lb. - .2650 L2495 L2834 . 20006 .310¢ .3100
Hinges, Heavy 8in........... Lb. “ L0562 0562 0562 L0562 L0554 L0548
Wire, Copper.......c..c.ouun. Cwt. New York | 13.2600( 14.9700| 14.3500{ 17.0200| 21.050C| 24.0200
Wire, Iron, No. 7 (Base M). . . Montreal 2.7670| 2.5000{ 2.4710; 2.1500| 2.1500| 2.2750
Wire, Cloth, Painted Screen. 100 Sq.ft| Toronto. .| 1.3350( 1.4666 1.5000] 1.5000] 1.4850] 1.6666
Wire, Fencing, Galvanized Bub Cwt. . 2.9830{ 2.8080, 2.7000[ 2.6350] 2.6370) 2.9380

s Unit. Market. 1908 1909 1910 1911 1012 1913
L *
, $ $ $ s $
X —Buildings Material~=(Cont'd.)
(0) Miscellaneous:—(Cont'd.)

Cement, Canadian Portland....| Bbl Toronto..}] 208751 1.7000| 1.6200| 1.6500{ 1.4970} 1.5080
Lime, High Chnlcite, 95-97%....{ Bus. | Hull, Que, L2300 .2400 . 2400 . 2400/ 2500 L2800
Plaster of Paris....... Bbl. Montreal 2.0000] 2 0000] 2.0000( 2.025] 2.1000 2.1000

Building Paper, T-rred l-‘ lbm.
No. b.oiiiiiiiiinannnns, Roll Toronto, . . 6000 . 5500 . 5500 . 5500 . 5500/ .6200

Bluldmg P.per, Plun Fibre, .

hesessrasestanaens - * . 5000/ . 4500 . 4500 . 4500 . 4500 . 5000

B“ﬂdmx P.per Tarred  for
Roofing......... . o . 4000 . 4000 . 4000 4000 .4300
Building Paper, Plain......... o A L3400 .3200 L3000 L300 L3500
Pitch, Roofing, (Sydney).......| .Cwt. “ 7479|7000 7000 L7000 _R500
Tar, Crude Coal (pure)........| Bbl " 35000 3.5000] 3.5000] 3. 500 4500
8oil Pipe, 4 in. medium........ Ft. " L2000 L2050 L1851 AT .2375
Iron Pipe, Black 1in..........] 100ft. | Montreal { 5.3000| 4.8500( 4.4000{ 4.4000) 47030
Lead Pipe.. Cwt. . 5.77500 5 0310} 5.2060| 4.9553 6.6680
Red Lead. . Cwt. . 6.1250[ 5.30000 5.2000f 5.2000}........{........
Red Lead, Drv in 560 lb ealkl o b 5.25001 4.3750] 4.6250{ 4.240 6.1170
Nuh,Cut.B—N.............. Keg. o 3.0%30] 2.9250| 2.8500] 2 5500 2. 7420
Nails, “mﬂm b . 2.2750) 2.2666| 2.3500] 2 3375 2.2420
fSash Weighta. ... . Cwt. | Toronto..| 2.1201] 2.2500| 2.20m0] 2.2500 2 2125
Sash Cord, No. 8, . Ih. " L3016 L2702 3373 L3258 a2
Hinges, Heavy 8in........ Lb. . o62r]  .oe27]  Loasol  onsol 0650
Wi ire, Copper................. Cwt. New York [ 15.1900G] 14 R3C0[{ 14 .3500| 138330 17 .0310
Wire, Iron, No. 7 (Baae 6-9) .. - Montreal | 2.3000] 2.3000] 2.3380p 2.3 . 2.3000
“ue Cioth, Painted Screen. lm Rq.ft| Toronta. .| 1.7100 1 .6895%1 1.650 1.6%nH  1.62% 1.5420
Wire, Fencing, Galvanised Buh Cwt. e 3.0000{ 2.6160| 2.4750] 2. 450} 2. 4430] 2 4354

). .

,
i
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62 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Continued.

Average annual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada,

- . Unit. Market. 1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895

X.—Building Materials:—(Cont’d.} ! - [ $ $ $ $ $
(¢) Paints, Oils and Glass:
White Lead, Pure, Gound in 0il.| Cwt. | Toronto.. 5.9360] 5.6140| 5.2700| 4. 5360] 4.6420f 4.6970 .

Linseed, Oil, Raw.t . ...ovoonn Gal. ' | Montreal .6745 .6304 5779 .605% 5758 L6154
Linseed Oil, Boiled...........- “ “ L6904 .6595 .5941 .6354 L6050 .5970
Turpentine.......-- esesaane “ Toronto. . .6233 5887 .5187 .4962 4737 .4227
Bensine, Capadian............ “ Montreal .1450 1375 .1383 .1406 L1450 L1502
Venetian Red, Dry (in bbls.). .. Cwt. | Toronto..| 1.7500 1.7250] 1.7000{ 1.7620| 1.8500 1.8500
Paris Green, Eng. and Can...... Lb. " L1704 .1637 L1441 . 1410 .1425 .1702

Rosin, White, in 280 lb.lots. ... |.......- Montreal | 2.8540{ 2.8660{ 2.8830 2.8000{ 2.7000| 3.7000
Prepared Paint, first quality

“Pure” in tins..........-- Gal. | Toronte..| 1.1060| 1.0750 1.0950] 1.1660| 1.0330] 1.0060
, Shellae, Pure Orange (in bbls.) . . “ oo 2.2000| 2.1000} 2.0000{ 2.0210 2.0000| 2.0520
Varnish, No. 1, Furniture (bbls.) ' o« L7000 7000 .6580 L6750 .6900 .6900
Glue, Domestic, Broken Sheet. . Lb. Montreal .1267 .1200 L1220 L1250 L1250 .1200
Glass, Window *‘Star,” under .
26 in. (first break)........ Box. | Toronto..| 4.1370 3.1700] 2.6750| 2.6660| 2.3160 2.1830

Putty, Ordinary, {in drums).... Cwt. 2.1250 2.1250| 2.12501 2.1250 1.9960| 1.8750
X1.—House FURNISHINGS:—
{a) Furniure
Chairs, Kitchen, Common

Spindle. ..ceoiiiaaannnos Dos. | Ottawa...| 2.4000 2.4000| 2.4000{ 2.4000| 2. 5200| 3.5200
Tables, Kitchen, 4 ft. with
ArAWET. . cccvevensnonanse . . 12.0000{ 12.0000{ 12.0000 12.0000] 12.0000} 13.2000
’ Tables, Hardwood, Extension.. . Each o 5.0000] 5.0000] 5.0000] 5.5000 §.5000 &.5000
i sideboards, Hardwood, with:
’ bevelled mirror, 16”/x28""., .1 Each o 7.0000 1.9000 7.5000) 7.5000! 7.5000 7.7500

Bedroom Suite, Hardwood, Two-|
piece (Dresser with mirrori '
18136"", and Washstand). .| . Set “ 11.0000] 11.0000( 11.5000 11.5000{ 12.0000} 12.0000

Iron Beds, continuous pillar, Waterville,
4’ wide, No. 504.......... i Each Que. 6.5100] 6.5100] 6.0800| ©.0800 6.0800| 4.1200

1
i Unit. Market. 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901

-

! X.~—Building Materials:—{(Cont'd.) | . . 8 $ [ | $
(¢) Painta, Oils and Glass: \

‘White Lead, Pure, Gound'in Oil. | Cwt. | Toronto..| 4.5100) 5.4580| 5.6666) 6.0930 6.7810] “6.3640
Linsced, Oil, Raw............. | Gal. Montreal L5241 .4316 4766 L5479 L7550 7127
Linseed Oil, Boiled............ ] . " ses| .4A25| L5062 .5750( 8037 BN
Turpentine. .o...ooavevevror-: : " Toronto. . .4231 .4491 L4566 L6R0% L7114 L H600
Bensine, Canadian. _.......... oo Montreal .1537 L1412 BEREL .1631 L2354 L2104
Venetian Red, Dry (in bble).. .| Cwt. | Toronto..}* 1.8500{ 1.8500 1.8500{ 1.8500 1.85004  1.7930
Paris Green, Eng. and Can. . ... i Lb. . .1641 . 1520 1770 L1462 L1087 L1660
e O White, in 250 ib. lote. .- -] +.«...| Montreal | 2.8300] 4.0000} 4.2000 4.2000] 4.2000] 4.2000
Prepared Paint, firat quality,

“Pure”in tins............ | Gal. Toronto..] 1.0580] 1.0000 1.0000] 1.Ca600 1.1750 1. 450
Shellac, Pure Orange (in bbls.). .. . “ 2.1100] 2.0000] 2.0000| 2.0000 2.0910] 2.07W
Varnish. No. 1, Furniture (bbls.)! b “ LEHNK) 8530 L6500 LAN10 L8620 L8930

Glue, Domestic Broken Sheet. . ! Lb. Montreal L1230 L1250 L1250 . 1366 L1400 L1400
Glass, Window ‘“Star,” under

26 in, (first break). ....... | Box. | Toronto.. 2.3750 2.32000 2 9660} 3.7200
Putty, Ordinary, (in drums)...., Cwt. " 1.9020 1.9620| 1 L8700 1.9500

4.0870] 4.1200
2.1250| 32.1500

X1.-—Hnusr FURNISHINGS:—
{a) Furniure:

Chairs, Kitchen, Common
Spindle. . .oiieeiaeeennes Dos. | Ottawa...| 2.5200{ 2.6400| 2.6400 2.6400] 2.6400] 2.6400
Tables, Kitchen, 4 ft. with .
drawer. .. ...ooooaninens “ * 13.2000] 15 0000 15.0000] 15.0000] 168000 18,8000
Tables, Hardwood, Extension.. . Each “ 6.0000] 6.0000] 6.CUUV| 6.0000 T OLOU 7.000)
Sideboards, Hardwood,’ with
bevelled mirror, 16328” . .| Each B 7.7500| 8.2500] 8.2500] 9.0000, 9 0000 9.0000
, Bedroom suite, Hardwond, Two-
. piece (Dresser with mirror *
H 18"236", and Waahstand) .. Set “ 12.0000] 13.0000; 13.0000| 13 0000 14.0000] 14.0000
Iron Beds, continuous pillar, Waterville,
4 wide, No. S04, .. .. .0t Each Que. 4.1200] 4.1200] 4.0100] 4.0100 5 9406 4.810




COST OF LIVING 63
, WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1590-1901.—Continued. ,
Average annus! prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as pubhshed by the
Department of Labour, Canada.
Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1805 1906 1907
Building Materials.—(Cont'd.) $ 4 E $ $ $
(¢c) Pasnta, Osls and Glass:

White Lead, Pure, Ground in Oi!] Cwt. | Toronto..| 5.6450{ 5.0930 4.7290{ 5.0950| 6.3370] 7.4410
Linseed Oil, Raw......... vee.t Gal Montreal .7608 5591 . 4566 .5212 .5279 .5791
Linseed Oil, Boiled.. ... ceaenen " “ L7800 .5862 .4858 L3075 .5579 .6091
Turpentine....... [N . Toronto. . .6958 .8175 L8335 L9075 L9425 .8687
Benzine, Canadian. ........... “ Montreal .2533 .2725 .253 .2416 .1864 . 1989
Venetian Red, Dry (inbbls)...! Cwt. { Toronto..| 1.8570| 1.8750| 1.8750] 1.8750{ 1.8750] 1 .8750
Paris Green, Eng. and Cuan..... Lb. Co J1985] L1617 L1457 1302)  .20200 2769
Resin, White, in 280 Ibs. lots.. .|........!| Montreal 4.2000| 5.7750| 6.4750[ 7.0000) 10.0330] 11.4330
Prepared Paint, first quality .

“Pure" in ting............ Gal. | Toronto..| 1.2500 |1.2080 1.2000] 1.2000{ 1.2000[ 1.2830
Shellae, Pure Orange fin bbls.) .. “ o 2.3000] 2.3410{ 2.7330 2.8640| 2.7830| 2.1800
Varnish, No. 1 Furniture (bbls.). “ “ 1.0170 .9750 L9500 .9500 L9500 L8080
Glue, Domestic, Broken Sheet, . Lb. Montreal L1400 /1400 . 1400 L1400 . 1208 .0966
Giass, Window, *‘Star,’ under .

26 in. (first break). .| Box Toronto..| 4 2500} 3.81701 3.5730] 3.5410! 3.8610 3.4000
Putty, Ordinary (in druma) .e..] Cwt “ ,2.2500| 2.3370 1.9040{ 1.706C{ 1.7630{ 13.8330

X1.—Hovar FTrxisHINGS™—
(@) Furnsture:
Chairs, Kitchen, Common .
Spindle, ... ... L e, Doz Ottawa 2.7600| 3.0000) 3.0000f 3.2400{ 3.2400{ 3.3600
Tables, Kitchen, 4 ft. with

drawer. .. ........o0ienn. " - 18.0000( 18.0000] 21.0000( 21.0000( 21.0000| 21.0000
Tablea, l'udwood I"xtensxon Each ” 8.0000| 8.0000| 8.0000{ 8.0000| 8.00V0| 8.0000
Sideboards, Hardwood, vnt.h

bevelled mirror, 16228, .7 " v 10.0000{ 10.0000] 10.0000| 10.0000{ 10.0000| 10.5000
Bedroom Suite, Hardwood, Two- .

piece (Dresser with mirror,

18"'336"’, and washstand) .. Set . 14.0000| 15.0000] 15.0000{ 15.000C| 15.0000{ 15.0000
Iron Bed:, continuous pillar,

4’ wide, No 504....... .- Each |Waterville | 4.4500{ 3.9900] 3.5000| 3.5000 3.5000{ 3.8500

Unit. Market 1908 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Building Materinls.—(Cont'd.) . $ $ ] $ $
(c) Pasnts, Ouls and Glass: '

White l.ead, Pure, Ground in Oili Cwt. | Toronto..| 6.1R30{ 6.1640{ 5.89%0| 6.1540 7.5020f 8.2670
Linseed Oil, Raw.............| Gal. ]| Montreal 5750 L6266 JRIST] 1.0430 LRAGS .5R47
Linseed Oil, Boiled........ ceen “ * .59133 .6453 LB6OR! 1.0690 LBO20 .6125
Turpentine........ ceiees cees " Toronto. . L6016 .8620 L9040 L9240 L6583 .8100
Bensine, Canadian............ " Montreal L1966 L1800 L 1RO0 L1830 .2102 .2479
Venetian Red, Dry (inbbls)...| Cwt. | Toronto..|] 1.8750] 1.,8750! 1.72501 1.8000 1.8000] 1.RO00
Paris Green, Eng. and Can..... Lb, oo L2512 J1822 L1756 L1840 L1793 L2018
Resin, W hite, in 280 Ibe. lots. . .{........] Montreal | 12.6000| 12.6000{ 12.7100| 14.5724] 12.2508; 11 L6670
Prepared Paint, first quslity

“Pure” intins... ....%... Gal. Toronto..| 1.3000{ 1.3000 1.5250{ 1.7000{ 1.7000| 1.7000
Shellac, Pure Orange (1&! hhll “ * 1.9450{ 1.7830] 1.7000] 1.67350) 1.6080| 1.6500
Varnish, No. 1 Furniture (bhbls. ) " " L9000 L9000 L9333 LgH0 LN L9500
Glue, Domestic, Broken Sheet..| Lb, Montreal L1253 1225 L1300 L1300 L1300 .1300
Giass, Window, “Star,” under ,

26 in. (first break)........; Box Toronto..| 3.2710/ 2.0530, 4.25000 4,250 3.1270 3.6125
Putty, Ordinary (io drums)....| Cwt. * 1.8870 1.9410{ 2.4700{ 2.5500| 2.5380f 2.675

XI—Hotar Forxisnings:—
(0) Purnyure:
Chairs, l\m:hen. Common
Spindle................ Dos. | Ottawa...| 3.3600 3.3600) 3.3600| 3.3000| 3.4800] 4.0330
Tables, Kncben, 4 m " with :

drawer. .. ........00.en . o . 21.0000] 21.0000| 21.0000] 21.0000{ 22.5000] 248330

Tables, Hardwood, Extension...| Each | 8.0000| 8.00000 8.0000f 8.0000f B.2500| 8.3330
Sideboards, Hardwood, mth

bevelled mirror, 16/ 228", .. e . 10.5000| 10.5000{ 10.5000| 10.5000{ 11.0000| 11.9170
Bodroom Suite, lHardwood, Two-

picee (Dresser with mirror,

18"x36’', and washstand). . Set - 15.0000] 15.0000{ 15.0000| 15.0000| 15.0000{ 16.6250
Iron Beds, oontinuous pillar,

4’ wide, No. 604..........| Each [Waterville | 3.5000] 3.5000] 3.5000{ 3.5000{ 3.5000 3.6500
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Couinued.

Average annual prices based un records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the

Department of Labour, Canada. -
) .
Unit. Market 1890 1891 1892 18903 1894 1895
X1.—House Furnishings.—(Cont'd.) $. s $ $ s $
(b) Crockery and Glassware: -
Glass ware, Tank Glass Tumbler,
(gpint)......eievnnnn.n Dos. | Ottawa... .2500 .2500| .2400 2400[ .2400 .2400
Esrthenware, Printed Toilet .
Sets, 10 pieces. . .......... Each d 1.5000| 1.5000{ 1.5000/ 1.4000] -1.4000| 1.3500
Earthenware, White, Cups and
R Saucers..............nu.n Dos. Pairs . 4400 .4400| .4400 4200 .4200 .4000
¢ Earthenware, Printed, Dinner
Sets, 97 pieces........u... Each o 4.1500| 4.1500| 4.1000] 4.1000{ 4.1000{ 4.1000
{ €} Table Cutlery: ¢ - )
Table Knives, Celluloid Handles,
Medium Size............. Dos. | Ottawa...| 1.3500| 1.3500] 1.3500( 1.3500[ £.3500| 1.3500
Silver-plated Ware, 6 dwt.,
Medium Knives and Forks.| Dosz. o 2.2500] 2.2500{ 2.2500{ 2.2500] 2.2500{ 2.2500
(@) Kuchen Furnishinge -
Pails, Wooden, 3 hoop......... Dos. | Toronto..] 1.8660| 1.9000] 1.9000| 1.8000] 1.8330j 1.6620
Tubs, Wooden, No. O......... " Montreal 9.2500{ 9.5000] 9.5000{ 9.5000( 9©.1660| 8.5410
Brooms, 4 string. ............. . Toronto. .| 2.9000] 2.9000{ 3.2000{ 3 3900 3.4500] 3.4500
Unit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901
XI.—House Furnisbings.—(Cont'd.) L ] s $ ] ] s
(b) Crockery and Glassware:
Glass ware, Taok Glass Tumbler, ’
(€28 111 Dos. | Ottawa... .2400°  .2400 .2300.° .2200( .2500 .2500
Earthenware, Printed Toilet ! |
Sets, 10 pieces. ... ........ Each . 1.3000' 1.3000| 1.3500 1.3500| 1.3000] 1.3000
Earthenware, White, Cups and ! i
Baucers..........co0000en Dos. Pairs “ 4000 .4200 4400 . 44001 . 4400 4400
Earthenware, Printed, Dinner i i
Sets, 97 pieces............ Each o 4.0000; 4.0000] 3.9500, 3.9500} 3.9500] 3.9500
|
(¢) Tabls Cutlery: %
Table Knives, Celluloid Handles,
Medium Sise............. Dot. |Ouaws...| 1.3500, 1.3500] 1.3500 1.3500{ 1.22004 1.2200
Silver-plated Ware, 6 dwt, H i i
Medium Knives and Forks.| Doz, * 2.1500. 2.1500 2.1500. ,2.1500| 2.1500 2.1500
(@) Kitchen Furnishings: ;
Pails, Wooden, 3 hoop......... Dos. | Toronto..! 1.62000 1.6000[ 1.6000 1.7040{ 2.0500 2.0500
i Tubs, Wooden, No. O.......... " Montreal | 8.2500 8.0000] 8.0000: 8.5830| 10.6250( 9.4160
Brooms, 4 string....o..oivones - Toronto..| 3 4500 8.4500] 3.3900 3.3900] 4.3000 4.100
i \ 3

T — Y
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913.—Conlinued.

A\:;ragé aﬁixunl prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the -
. Department of Labour, Canada.

’ . ) .

Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907

XI—House Furnishings. (Cont'd.) $ $ $ ‘ s s $
(b) Crockery and Glassware: : .
¢ Glassware, Tank Glass Tumbler,

(ypint)... . ooiieenn... Dos. | Ottawa.,. . 2500 .2500 . 2300 2200 . 2200 .2200
. Earthenware, Printed Toilet
Sets, 10 pieces. ... ........ Each " 1.3500| 1.3500] 1.3000{ 1.1800| 1.2800| 1.3300
Earthenware, White, Cups and
- Saucers..........oc0n0nn Dos. Pairs “ .4400 4400 . 4400; . 4500 . 4900 .5100
Earthenware Printed Dinner
I Sets, 97 Pieces............ Each i 3.9500, 3.9600| 3.9000| 3.9000! 3.8000f 3.8500
5 .
r, (¢) Table Cutlery:
Table Knives, Celluloid Handles,
Medium Sise. .. .......... Doz, | Ottawa...| 1.2200{ 1.2200] 1.2500 1.2500] 1.2500! 1.3500
Silver-plated Ware, 8 dwt,, :
Medium Knives and Forks.| Doz, " 2.1500| 2.1500| 2.1300 2.1500| 2.1500| 1.4000
ot (d) Kitchen Purnishings: '

Pails, Wooden, 3 hoop.........| Dos. Toronto. .| 1.7160)- 1.7500{ 1.8500] 2.0000] 2.0500{ 2.0500
Tube, Wooden, No. O..... PN - Montreal | 9.1575] 9.5000] 11.3750} 11.5000| 10.7500] 10.7910
Brooms, 4 string. . .......... .. " Toronto..| 4.1000] 4.1000] 4.4000] 4.1800] 3.9700| 3.7400

Unit. Market 1808 1909 1910 1911 1912 19013

XI.—House Furnishings. {Cont'd.) : ] s s s S 3
(b) Crockery and Cluanmn:

Glassware, Tank Glass Tumbler,

(ypint) ... .oenie e, Dos. | Ottawa. .. . 2400 . 1900 .2100 .2100 . 21001 .2100
. Earthenware, Printed Toilet
Sets, L0 pieces. ... ...... . * Fach " 1.3500[ 1.2700} 1.3500] 1.3500{ 1.4400( 1.8556
Earthenware, White, Cupe and .
Saucers, ...l Dos. Pairs " L5200 L5100, .5100 .5100 L5429 L7201
Earthenware Prnnted Dinncr -
tets, U7 Picces............| Fach v 4.0000{ 3.7500 3.7500[ 3.75%0] 3.9630| 5.3080

(¢) Table Cutlery:

Table Knives, Celluloid Handles, «

X Medium Siso ... ... ot Dor, Ottawn...| 1.2000] 1.0500| 1.0300{ 1.0500{ 1.0960| 1.1000
Silver-piated Ware, 6 dwt,
Medium Knives and Forks.| Dos. * 1.4000{ 1.4000] 1.4000| 1.4000| 1.4005] 1.4000
(@) Kitchen Purnishings: *
Pails, Wooden, 3 hoop......... Dos. | Toronto..| 2.0500 2 0500, 2.0000] 2.05000 2.0500{ 2.1500
Tubs, Wooden, No. O......... . Montreal | 11.0000 10 K330] 10.5000] 10, 500] 10.5m0] 10, 5000
Brooms, 4 string.....o...oou . f Toronto..| 3.83000 4.2300] 4.6500| 4.3710) 4.6500] 4.4630




66 . DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT
1 ’

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.

A verage snnual prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices a» published by the
Department of Labour, Canada. . ’

=
Unit. Market 1880 1891 1892 1893 1894 1593
XTI1.—~DRUGS AND CHEMICALS— . $ s s s ] $
Alcohol, 650.P............... Gal. Toronto..{ 3.3440| 3.6650| 3.8310] 3.8500] 3.8500] 4.0360
Methylated Spirits, Glade No. 1 1.1800[ 1.1800| 1.1800! 1.0800| 1.0%00| 1.0800
Standard.......c0... . “ " ~1.2000! -1.2000{ ~1.2000{ ~1.1C00{ -1.1000{ -1.1000
Methylated Spmta, Grade No. 1 3
- Special . .......c....ln. “ “ PRSP DR P P PN T
Methyl&ted Spirits, Gmde No. 2 .
Standard..............e “ “ 1.6000| 1.6000] 1.600G; 1.5000{ 1.5000f 1.5000
Methylated Spmts. Gnde No. 2 N
Bpecial. . ...iviineiiiann. « L AN D P T S
Alum, Lump.....c.c.vi0ee.-.] Cwt. | Montreal 1.67507 1.8250| 1.8020{ 1.7080; 1.8750[ 1.8120
Bleaching Powder. cerenen “ " 2.0680f 2.3560! 2.5100} 2.7700f 2.7080( 2.6250
Borax Powder.... caasens Lb. Toronto. . .1300 .1250| }..1090) .1100 L1100 0830
Brimstone. ............c.c.. .. th. Montreal 2.2500| 2.3430f 2.4060| 2.2290; 2.0000| 2.0000
Caustic Soda, 60 degrees. . ¢ 2.3600{ 2.6720] 2.6000{ 2.5450{ 2.3430| 2.0790
Copperas. ...c.ouvenes . “ hd .8500{ 1.3950 .9370 8750 .87501 .8750
Glycerine. ............... eee| Lb. " k2370 .2114] .1940; .1830] .1840| .1840
Muriatic Acid, Commercul. .- “ Toronto. .| P.0325 « -0825 0325 .0325 L0325 L0325
Opium, Crude..........cccven Lb. Mountreal 4.5720{ "4.2280| 3.8750f 3.8750{ 4.2500! 4.3830
Quinine, Howard’s..... Os. Toronto. . 4860 . 4000 .3670 3570 L3700 ¥ 4000
Soda Ash............ .| Cwt. | Montreal 1.8040{ 2.0250| 2.0250{ 1.7750] 1.7500{ 1.7500
Sulphuric Acid (Com. ). PP Lb. Toronto. . .0250] 0250 L0250 0250 .025¢ L0250
Carbolic Acid Crystal......... b oo .5160 .2920 .2750 .3440 . 2730 L2500
Indigo, Natural........ PPN . Montreal .9377] 1.1000| 1.0392| 1.3433] 1.2622] 1.1811
XIII.—MI8CELLANEOUS:—
(o) Fury
Mink, Dark............. ... Per skin | Montreal .9330f 1.6870[ 1.5000| 1.8700( 1.5410 1.0000
Muskrat, Best Winter & Fall.. g0 ‘e .1768 . 1491 1500 .1725] . 1441 O8O0
Raccoon, (Chat Sauvage). ... o . .6450] .5910 . 6000 L8000 L9450 K500
8kunk, Black, Capadian. ...... bt b L6790 L8870 1.2500; 1.2500; 1.2290f 1.00W
Unit. Market 1896 1897 1898 1899 1900 1901
XIl.—DnrrGs AXD CHEMICALS:— $ ] s $ ] s
Alcohol, 63 0.P............. Gal. Toronto. .| 4.1700] 4.4010| 4.5200| 4.5200] 4.520(| 4.5.00
Methylated Frmtg, Grade No 1 1.0800] 1.0500] 1.0%00{ 1.0800; 1.C800| 1.0%00
Standard................ o . -1.1000| -1.1000{ -1.1000{ ~1.1000] -1.1000} -1. 1000
Methy lsted Spirits, Grade' No.
Methylated Spmts, Gnde No. 2
............. ' " 1.5000{ 1.5000] 1.5000] 1.50C0{ 1.5000{ 1.5000
Methylated Spirits, Gnde No. 2
Alum, Lump .......... P Cwt. | Montreal 1.7500] 1.75 1.5250] 1.4500] 1.4500] 1.4570
Bleaching Powder............. " " 2.5100f 2.3500] 2.2630] 2.1870| 3.0730{ 2.5790
Bon.x Powder..... ceasiennnen Lb. Toronto, . 0700 _ .0700 L0520 L0526 0540, oL
Cwt. | Montreal 2.0000{ 2.0000| 2.3330{ 2.2700{ 2.2500{ 2. 2w
" " 2.07501 1.9910 2.0080] 1.9310{ 2.3200] 2.3%3
. . .8750 8250 .75 L7750 LTIH0 LT
Ib, | “ . 2660 .23R0 L2150 L1900 . 1R50 L1760
Muriatic Acid, Commercul e - Toronto. . L0325 0325 L0400 00 .0400! L0400
Opium, Crude...... Neeieaaons Lb. Montreal 4.1250{ 41870 4.3830| 4.5000] 4.3750| 4.2530
Quirine, Hownrd [ T Oz. Toronto. . .3720 L3080 3570 .3200 Ry L4350
Cwt. | Montreal | 1.7500{ 1.7500{ 1.7500] 1.4520] 1.412n] 1 3750
Bulphurie ‘Acid (Com.)..uvr.n.. ILb. | Toronto. . . 025 L0208 L0200 - 0200 L0200 200
Carbolic Acid Crystal......... o [N L2500 L2500 L2000 .23%0 L3480 L350
Indigo, Natural. ... ... e " Montreal | 1.2420] 1.0392] .8972) 7756/ .8577] .77
XII1.—MIBCELLANEOUS:—
(s) Furs:
Mink, Dark.................. Per skin | Montreal 1.1660[ 1.5000| 1.7700 3.1870| 3.1250{ 3.0000
Munkrat, Best Vnnwr & Fali.. " o .OKE6 L1041 L1458 L1000 L1000 RILLY]
Raccoon, (Chat S8auvage). . " . LTR20, 75000 1.00000 1.0000] 1.2.00{ 1.2%0
Skunk, Black, Canadian.......[ * " 83001 .7870] .9000 1.0000 1.4830 1.31K0

. B
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COoST OF LIVING

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913.—Continued.

Avenge umusl prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as pubhshed by thn
Department of Labour, Canada.

TUnit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1903 1906 1807
XI1I.—DRrUGS AND CHEMICALS:— $ H H s 3
Alooho), 650. P oot iil Gal. Toronto..| 4.5200] 4.5200[ 4.5200 4.5200| 4.5200) 4.5200
Methylated Bpirits, Grade No. 1 . 1.0800] 1.0800] 1.0500| 1.0800 8800 .6800
Btandard. . ...... ..o °* Ottawa...| -1.1000} -1.1000{ -1.1000| -1.1000{ -.9000{ -.7000
Methylated Spirita, Grade No. 1 .
Special. . ....oiiiaeeins o L DO P e U S FUURR I PO,
Methylated Spirits, Grade No. 2
Standard. . ... ... ... s . 1.5000! 1.5000] 1.5000{ 1.5000{ 1.2500 . 8008
AMethylated Spirits, Grade No. 2
Special. ..ooveininiaienes “ L PN M PRI B R ER R .6500
Alym, Lump........ Cwt Montreal 1.57501 1.5750{ 1.5750| 1.5750| 1.5750] 1.5750
Bleaching Plowder. . * h 2 2930 2.1250| 2.0930{ 2.0000( 2.0000 2.0000
Borax Powder...... Lb. Toronto. . L0500 L0520 . 06800 L0600 0600 . 0600
Brimstone. ............ Cwt. | Montreal 2.2500] 2.2500| 2.2500 2.2500 2.2500 2.2500
Caustic Soda, 60 degrees " . 2 4700 2.5000] 2.5000 2.3750{ 2.3750| 2.3750
Copperag. .. .ccuvvnnnne e « . 7750 L7750 7750 7750 L7750 7750
Glycerine. . .....coonvevrrorse Lb. “ L1980 . 1850 . 1850 .1700 . 1650 1700
Muriatio Acid, Commereial..... . Toronto. . L0481 . 0600 .0591 0500 L0500 . 0500
Opium, Crude. ..... ceereae Lh. Montreal 3.8540! 3.8540] 4.0000| 3.9370{ 4.2500 5.8330
Qutnine, Howard® . vee.| Os. Toronto. . . 4310 .4130| _ .3880 .3600 .3400 .3400
Soda Ash........cocennn ve...l” Cwt. | Montreal 1.37500 1.96%0| 2.0000{ 2.0000( 2.0000 2.0000
Sulphuric Acid (Com.)........ Lb. Toronto, .| - .0200 . 0200 L0250 L0300 .0300 . 0300
Carbolic Acid Crystal......... “ " 4500/ .4500 .5250] ,.5000 . 5000 . 5000
Indigo, Natural.. . Montreal 6742 .6944 .5120] L5322 L6539 .7958
XIII.—stc:u.Aul:ovl,— .
(a) Furse: -
Mink, Dagk. ... ...ooveeaiann Par skin | Montreal 3.3540| 4.0000] 3.95%0] 5.6660| 8.6660| 7.6660
Muskrat, Best Winter & Fall.. . * b . 1800! .1366 1453 L1258 .1525 .2058
Racooon, (Chat Bauvage)...... . . 1.2500f 1.2500] 1.270%f 1.8083 1.6916] 1.3416
Skunk, Black, Canadian....... * . 1.2500] 1.4580{ 1.5000| 1.7150{ 1.4660 1.2500
1]
Unit. Market 1808 .| 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
X1l.—Duros axp CREMICALE:— $ s $ '$
Alcohol, 630.P.. ... ..onet .4 Gal. Toronto..| 4.6700] -5.0000| 4.5400 4.6000] 4.7250] 4.7250
Methylated Spirits, Grade No. 1] . L6800 .6500 .8300 6300 .8300) 8300
Standard....... . Ottawa. . -. 7000 ~.7000| ~.68500{ -.6500] -. 6500 -.6500
Methylaued Spmu. Grade No l . BROO .5800 L5300 N L5300 5300
............ " * -.6000{ -.6000f = 540 B500] —.56500{ —.5500
Metbthd Sﬁmu. Gmde No.2
Btandard . ... ...oc0ianns “ " .8000{ .8000) .7500]  .9500 L9500 .9500
Methylated Spirits, Gmde No. 2
Bpecial..oiveneniaroncen. * “ 6500 .6500| .6000| .60O0 .6000] 6000
Alum, Lump ....ovveviiecaenne Cwt. | Montreal 1.5750 1.57500 1.6s90{ 1.6250| 1.6250)f 1.6250
Bleaching Plowder. ......... - " " 1.97901 1.9500] 1.9500{ 1.9 1,950 1.9500
Botax Powder..........-- .... Lh. |Toronto.. 06801 0600  .0600] .0S00{ 075N L0750
Brimstone. .. ....coceneeeenns Cwt. | Montreal | 2.2500] 2.2500 2.2500| 22500 2.2500( 2 2500
Caustic Soda, 60 degmt. PPN o * 2. 37500 2.3750] 2.3750 2.3750| 2. 3TH| 2.3750
Copperas. . ...ov.vuvvevens .. o - sl L7780l L7Ts0]  7Ta0f 77O TINO
GIyOeTine. .. .o.ocvvmevrrnncrns Ih. “ 1770l .2000{ .2470]  .25000 (2500} 2500
Muriatic Acid, Commercial..... " Torouto. . L0500 L0400  .0550}  .0A7H 0600 000
Opium, Crude. . ..... e Lb. Montreal 5.6640! 6.0410} 6.250) 6.4000] 8. 2000 7 N70
Quinine, Howard’ ...} Os. | Toronto.. J3400{ 2300 3400 3000 .3233 3741
Soda Ash..........coeevennns Cwt. | Montreal | 2.0000] 2.0000] 2.0000{ 2.0000] 2.0} 20000
Sulphuric Acid (Com.. ) Ceienens Lb. Toronto. . L0300 L0300 . 0300 L0400 L0400 400
- 0500 ~. 0500 - 0500
Carbolic Acid Crystal........ " " 5000 4500|  L4160f  (320% L3250 3530
. Indigo, Natural,.........o0n0n i Montreal L7938 .6539! L0044 6944 LB72R .5223
XIH —MiscxLLANEOUS:—
(@) Pure:
Mink, Dark.......co00nnen Per =kin | Montreal 6.5530] 6.0000 5.9%53| 5.1875 5.27104 5.2710
Muskrat, Best Winter & Fall.. . - oene|  .e27aal .2ros|  .2mi7) 35R3 3241
Raccoon, (Chat Sauvage)......} * - 135000 1.3500 1.2017] 1.7667] 2.5410[ 2 5008
Skunk, Black, Canadian.......| - 1.1570| 1.3330] 1.7250] 1.4341] 2 4530 3.1%88
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+ 68 ’ . DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1890-1901.—Continued.

- Aversge annusl prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published by the
Department of Labour, Canada. -

Unit. Market 1890 1891 1892 1893 1894 1895
X1II.—Miscellaneous.—(Cont’d.) [ [ $ s $ S
(b) Liquors and Tobacco: .
Hops, Canadisn. ......... i...{ Lb. Montreal .1630 .2490 .2090 . 1980] .1650 .0720
Malt, Choicest Bohemian. ..... Bu. Toronto. . .7500 L7300 .7500| . .7400 7200 .7400
Whiskey, Canadian Club, 20.8 Walkerville

UP.tveveorrinronsnonanns Gal. Ont. 1.7000| 1.9000] 1.9000{ 1.9000] 1.9000| 1.8000
Draught Ale and Porter. ...... Bbl. | Ottawa...| 6.6500{ 6.6500| 6.6500] 6.6500] 6.6500 6.6500
Tobacco, Smoking, Standard N

brand plug............... Lb. |Hamilton, .5100 . 5600 . 5600 . 5600 . 5600 . 5600
Tobacco, Raw Leaf, Ontario,| _ Leaming-

Burley....ocoeviiieannns . ton. .0550 0500 . 0600 .0575 . 0500 L0630

(¢) Sundries:
Paper, Newsprint. . ........... Cwt. |Delivered.
Pulp, Ground Wood, Mechanical] Ton -
Sulphite, Unbleached.......... Ton "
Paper, Wrapping, No. 1....... Lb. Lo ..
Binder Twine, Sisal...... [ v Toronto. .
Rope, Pure Maniils, No. 1..... *” L
Gunpowder, Common Sporting,

251b. i Keg. | Montreal
Rubber, Para Isl. Fine. . Lb. | New York . . .

Soap, Common. ....... ...| Box Montresl 2.2310| 2.3410{ 2.3500{ 2.3500| 2.3500| 2.3500
Starch, Canada Laundry....... Lb. Toronto. . L0462 .0469| .0307 0447 . 0460 L0450 -

. o Unit. Market 18968 1807 1898 1899 1900 1901
\ . ; I\
. X1IL.—Miscellaneous.—(Cont'd.) $ 3 s s ] $
(b) Liguors and ToMcco: ' .

Hops, Canadian. . ............ Lb. Montreal 0720 .1320 L1470 L1860 .3300 L1075
Malt, Choicest Bohemian...... Bu. ‘Toronto. . . 7000 .7400] . .7200 L7000 L7300 .7300
Whiskey, Canadian Club, 20.8 Walkerville !

UP. cccvraonnacnsoons ves-| Gal Ont. 1.9000] 1.9000{ 1.9000] 1.9000{ 1.9000( 1.9000
Draught Ale and Porter. ... ... Bbl. | Ottaws...| 6.6500] 6.6500{ 6.8500f 6.6500{ 6.6500| 6.6500
Tobacco, Smoking, Standard N

brand plug......ov.vuanen Lb. |Hamilton, . 5600 . 6650 .8833 6600 . 6600 6600
Tobacco, Raw Leaf, Ontario, Leaning-

Burley........co.c0vnnen - ton. L0675 .1100 L0575 .0650 L0585 .0750

(¢) Sundries:

Paper, Newsprint. ... ......... Cwt. |[Delivered. 2.7500] 2.6500] 2.3000] 2.0300| 2.4250| 2.4250
Pulp, Ground Wood, Mechanicall Ton . *8.5000]........ 18.0000| 17.0000] 23.5000] 21.000
Sulphite, Unbleached.......... Ton L P 34.0000| 34.0000| 42.0000| 36.0000
Paper, Wrapping, No. 1....... Lb. L O S R R T I v
Binder Twine, Sisal........... " Toronto. . L0681 L0647 L0087 L1118 L1104 L1048
Rope, Pure Maniiis, No. 1..... " e . 0889 . 0800 1109 L1297 L1451 . 1438 i
Guonpowder, Common Sporting,

251b. e Keg. | Montreal 3.5000] 3.5000} 3.5000] 3.8000 3.50n0| 3 5000
Rubber, Para Isi. Fine......... Lb. | New York BO00p 84as4]  p271]  0usal o on17]  s4ed
Soap, Common. .......ccveues Box Montreal 2.3160] 2.3000] 2.3000] 2.300s! 2 4250 2.5750
Starch, Canmda Laundry.... ... Lb. | Toronto.. L0450 L0441 L0439 ,0437 L0425 L0462
sMil) Cort.

——y i _
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WHOLESALE PRICES, CANADA, 1902-1913.

Average annua]} prices based on records of monthly and weekly prices as published l;y the -
Department of Labour, Canada.

Unit. Market 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907

X1I1.—Miscellaneous.—(Coni'd.) $ $ $ $ s $

(b) Liguors and Tobacco:

Hops, Canadian. . ... eaeaen .. Lb. Montresl . 2900 .4120 .5230| .5000 .3150 .2720
Mailt, Choicest Bohemmn ...... Bu. | Toronto.. .7200 7200 | .7400 .7500 L7500 1.000
Whul.ey, Canadian Club, 20.8 Walkerville

................ veveeifeeiieed] Ont. 1.0000] 1.9000] 1.9000| 1.9000 1.9000| 2.3000

Drnught Ale and Porter
Tobacco, Smoking, btmdud

Bbl | Ottawa...| 6.6500 7.2000 7.2000f{ 7.2000 | 7.2000 %7.2000

brand phug. ... eeeeeress- ib. |Hemilton | .6766| .7073| .7100{ .7100 | .7100{ 71200
Tobacco, Raw Leaf, Ontario Leaming-

Burley.....oooavvinansens - ton L0950 .1100 .1100] .0850 .0750] L0550

() Sundries: _ . o -
Paper, Newsprint............. Cwt. |Delivered..| 2.1800] 2.0500| 2.0500] 2 0000 | 2.0000| 1.9500
Pulp, Ground Wood, Mechanical| Ton L 9.0000{ 9.7500|10.0000 | 12.5000} 13.5000
Sulphite, Unbleached..........} Ton.. * PPN PPN R O, O R N O P T
Paper, Wrapping, No. 1..... ..} Lb. LR PO I heaies L0365)........ .0350 .0360
Binder, Twine, Sisal........... . Toronto. . L1245 1131 L1106 1068 L1050 . 1042
Rope, Pure Maniils, Nv. 1..... * “ .1537 L1412 L1431 L1462 L1508 L1511
Gunpowder, Common bpomng.

250, e Keg. Moptreal 3.5006] 3.50000 3.5000{ 3.5000 3.5000] 3.5000
Rubter, Para lsl. Fine.. Lh. New York L7273 .9054| 1.0875 | 1.2425 1.2131] 1.0633
Soap, Common. ......... ~.] Box. | Movtreal 2.6250] 2.6250 2.6250) 2.6250 | 2.6280] 3.1750
Starch, Canada Laundry....... Lb. | Toronto.. 0541 .0525] T .0012] L0487 L4687 L0825

. .
Unit. Murket 1908 1009 1010 1911 1812 1913
1
X1I1.—Miscellancous.—(Cont'd.) . $ ] s $ $ $

(b) Ligquors and Tobacco: ' ’

Hops, Canadian..............| 1b. | Montreal c22q0] 54007 .47RC] L3058 .3712{ .2393
Malt, Choicest Bohemian......| Bu. | Toronto.. LO000 R CVH L9000 9925 L1830 L9175
Wbukey. Canadian Club. 20.8 Walkerville

..................... .J Ont. 2. 3000 2.3000[ 2.3000] 2.3000 2.3000| 2.3000
Drnught. Ale and Porter Ottawa...| 6.50000 6.5000 8.5000] 6.4330 | 6.250C 6.2500
Tobacco, Smoking, Bundnrd

brand plug.....counveenn- Lb. | Hamilton L7308 L7183 .7100] .7100 71004 .7100 -
Tobacco. Raw Leaf, Ontano lean.ing-
Burley......ooovieaninenn - ton .0000] L1450  .1600{ .1250 1250 .1200 .

(¢) Sundries:

Paper, Newsprint. . ........... Cwt. |Delivered..] 1.0500] 2.0500] 2 0280 2.0170 | 2.0150 2 16828
Pulp, G d Wood, Mcchanical] Ton - b 15 0000 16.2500] 16.0000{15 00U0-] 16.7050] 15.724
20,0040

Bulphite, Unbleached.......... Ton.. . VRS RN el 4t 0000 | 43.7500] 57 6670
Paper, Wrapping, No. 1.......| Lb. o L0375 0360] .. ... 0325 RN L0364
Binder, Twine, Sisal ........ .. * Toronto. . 001 .02 L0764] 650 L0725 LGOS0
Rope, Pure Manilia, No. 1..... " Lo L1316, 1112 100N L1050 L1214 CI6RT
Gunpowder, Cummon Sporting,

250, . e vovo..] Kez. | Montreal $.r000] 3.5000] 3 5000 3.5000 1 3.5006 3. 5000
Rubber, Para Ial. Fine......... Lb. New York aros] panto] 1026l 11160 | 1 O610 JSh21
Soap, Common. . ........cu.n- Rox. | Montreal | 3.12uu| 255000 2 50001 2.5000 | 2.6450)  3.1200

Starch, Canads Laundry.......} Lb. |7loronto.. ocoo]  .ususl  L0aTil Lon14 0566] 0566
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THE COURSE OF RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913.

Number of Articles Included, 34 (weighted). Prices in 1900=100.
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CHAPTER II—RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913.

‘When the object is to measure cost of living, retail prices offer a better
medium than wholesale, being what is actually paid by the consumer. As
already pointed out, a smaller number of articles suffice in the investigation
of retail prices compared with wholesale: three-fourths of - the expenditures
of the average family may be included under twenty-five or thirty headings;
on the other hand, a very much larger number of sources must be consulted,
on account of the extent to which local influences operate. It is also much
more difficult to obtain a satisfactory basis of retail quotations (each retailer
being more or less a law unto himself) and to determine, when quotations for
the same locality vary, which should be regarded as ‘‘typical’’. The com- -
pilation of retail prices accordingly has been less frequently attempted than
wholesale.

Since the beginning of 1910, a monthly record of retail prices in each
city having a population of 10,000 or over throughout the Dominion (fifty-
seven in number) has been published in the Labour Gazette, the official journal
of the Department of Labour. The prices are taken on the fifteenth of each
month by local correspondents.® The articles included number thirty-six ‘‘neces-
saries’’§ (thirty being foods) as follows: Sirloin steak, best; roast beef, medium
chuck; veal, forequarter ; mutton, hindquarter; fresh roasting pork; salt pork;
bacon, best smoked; fresh fish, good quality, variety stated; pure leaf lard;
eggs, new laid and packed ; milk; butter, dairy tub and creamery prints; Cana-
dian cheese, new and old; bread; flour, strong bakers; rolled oats; rice, good
medium ; beans, hand picked ; apples, evaporated ; prunes, medium quality ; sugar,
granulated and yellow; tea, black (medium Indian or Ceylon) and- green
(medium Japan) ; coffee, Mocha, medium ; potatoes; vinegar, white wine; laun-
dry starch; coal, bituminous and anthracite; hard and soft wood; and coal oil.

From this record an adequate idea may be obtained of the movement of
retail prices in Canada since 1909.f This, however, would illustrate only the
closing stages of the recent rise. As it was impossible within the time available
to secure an equally comprehensive series backward, it was decided to take the
_Departmental record for a single month in each of the past five years and to
obtain for the several localities quotations for the same date in the years 1305
and 1900. In this way, the rise in retail prices since 1900 will be measured,
though the annual fluctuations are missed between 1900 and 1905 and again
_between 1905 and 1909. The month chosen was December, when the volume
of household buying is perhaps at its height, the date of the quotations (namely,
the second week in the month) being early enough to escape abnormal holiday
demands, The quotations, in so far as possible, were obtained from the books

*These prices are checked and compiled in the Department, an explanation being required from the
correspondent for every variation as compared with the preceding month and for every stationary price of
over three months’ standing. While every effort is taken fo insure that the quotations are on the same
basis throughout, it is not claimed that the individual quotations as between different localities are abso-
iutely comparable (having been colliected by different persons) though it is thought that they are broadiy
%0. The clsim is made, however, that in each locality the statistics are continuous, and that the varistions
accurately represent the changes from time to time in price level.

§For definition of *‘necrssaries’ see footnote p. 4.

tA table showing the average prices for the twelve months of each yeoar (1910, 1911, 1912 and
1913) for the several articles in esch city is published in Wholesals Prices, Canade, 1918, pp. 341-267.
Averages for the Dominion as & whole for each year are added. .

_ :
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of the retailers who have supplied the later information to the correspondents of
the Labour Gazelte.

The full table of quotations is given at the close of the present section
(pp. 96-129). Such a table, even more than the table of wholesale prices in the
preceding section, calls for analysis and explanation,—an involved and elusive
task, seeing that the variations of the several commodities in obedience to the
general trend of the market are often different in different localities. As a pre-
liminary help in this connection the prices of each article have been averaged for
each of the provinces and have been inserted in the large table.

General Result—Simple Averages.

The first question requiring an answer is: To what extent have prices at
retail, considered as a whole, risen in the Dominion, considered as a whole, since
the year 190017 . ’ ’

Table I, on the next following page, shows the average prices for the whole
Dominion for each of the thirty-six commodities in each of the seven years, while
Table II shows the same averages reduced to the form of index numbers with
the year 1900 as base. These tables, and especially the final column of the
latter, afford the answer to the question just asked. Averaging the increases
shown by the thirty-six articles in the fifty-seven localities in the seven years
(that is, summing up the evidence afforded by the 14,000 quotations contained
in the large table) the answer is that the rise in retail prices since 1900 has
amounted to 33.6 per cent. The rise between 1900 and 1905 amounted to over
six points, or a little over a point a year. Thereafter the upward tendency
would appear to have been accelerated, a gain of nearly thirteen points being
recorded by 1909, or an average rate of advance of over three points a year.
From 1909 to 1912 the rise was at the rate of approximately five points a year.
In 1913 there was a slight recession. :

‘General Result—Rudgets of Weekly Family Expenditures.

The above is an ‘‘unweighted”” result. But in the case of retail prices where
the number of articles is comparatively limited, and where marked variations
occur in the importance of the articles (as, for example, between beef and
vinegar), an unweighted average is unconvincing, Especially is this so in the
present instance where the most rapid advances have occurred in meats and
other articles of first importance to the consumer. A common way of estimating
the final effect of changes in retail prices is by working out a budget of family
expenditures, in terms of the prices quoted at different periods. With regard to
the quantities to be used in such a budget for Canada, no investigation iuto
family expenditures has ever been made on a sufficient scale to render the results
applicable to the country as a whole, and it would appear impracticable to obtain
such a budget in a country where conditions of climate, food supply, etc., vary
so widelv. The Department of Labour, however, has constructed for purposes
of statistieal measurement a list of quantities based on estimates by various official
bodies in the United States and Great Britain and on limited inquiries in Canada
which may be regarded as fairly typical of ordinary houschold expenses per
week, and which it will be interesting to apply in the present enquiry.®

*This method of weighting, of course, is still open to the objection that the “average” prices them-
pelves in which the ealculations are made are “simple,” f.e., are ottasined by regarding the fifty odd
localities ineluded in the survey as of equal importance, whereas the four leading citien alone exc;od in
population all the others combined. The averazes might have been obtained by weighting the Incalitirs
according to population, but it is thought that the results would not have been changed materiat'y, In
the case of the provincial averages used on a iater paze, the fact that the larger provinces Arp.repw
sented by a greater number of localities sutomatically introduces s certsin degree of weighting.
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. TABLE I—AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913*
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TABLE II—INDEX NUMBERS OF AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913

1900 prices=100.

Beef. i Pork. Eggs. Butter. Cheeese.
L 2 o
o ~ @ -

- §1 8, <. .} .
;|51 5| 8| & €| 3 i £l &) .
=1 2| 2| 8 = | e s | &1 e 2 &
g{et g E1 3 21 & Bl »t 2l a1 %
2| 5| &) | ¢ .| 8] 3 3 Bl e| 2| 2148
Sl 8| s3] 8| |8l <] s! &]lsa(l] )33 L.
213|323 =!8 El | 3| 3| 2] 8] g|=E
gl eS| & 2| &) 422 Slejo| SO &

Flour, strong bakers.

Rolled oats.

.|138.21130.6(127 [142.3{139.8(149.6{157.7{148.8(173.9/158.4|132.81120.3(125.5(113.0]117.4|116.2

100 {100 100 {100 {100 [100 (100 [100 {100 ({100 {100 {100 [100 {100 {100 [100 {100 |1
-{111.8{125.51113.0{103.31106.5[114 6]1156.61107.6|116.7{115'8{108.21111.8{108.6{109.3| 107 .8|105.4|112

123.91120.4/116 [123.8/133.3|147.7/142.8/146.5/162.6{157.4/124.6{121.7{125.5|110.5/116.2{118.8

139.6(136.71138 [141.5(136.5|144.0{146.7(128.9(177.6/163.3)127.8/132.1/136.8/124.2/130.8{118.8

158.61150.01153 [153.3]151.2]153.2|138.0[144.2(182.8{175.2|147.5(144.8{145.1{131.0{133.5(116.2/136
.[171.3|161.2/167 1162.7/166.6/167.5)168.8|140.4/192.2/185.1{149.1(135.7{138.8/124.2132.8/116.2{132 1

128 1
132 |1
136 |1

00

108.4

10.3
13.4 .
229

19.2

TABLE I1—Concluded

YEAR

Rice, good medium.
Beans, handpicked.
Apples, evaporated.
Granulated.
Yellow

Black.

Green.

Coffee, Medium Mocha.
Potatoes.

Vinegar.

Starch.

Anthracits
Bituminous.

Coal Oil.

1912, ...
1913.......

. [101.9/109.3| 77.7
.1103.8/125.6/115.1) 85.2(105.5f 100 (103.9{104.2| 91.6{113.5{ 100/105.5{120.7|117.6/131.6/121.0

100 | 100100 J100 J100 |100 |100 {100 100 100 |100 100
.41101.8f 98 }100.9] 99.11101.4/116.1(100.8/101.1/114.4 103.61108.5{112.9

100 {100 1100 |1

88 Prunes, medium.

101.9]127.8/122.2| 94.7/1102.9| 106 {106.0/105.1/104.3|122.3(100.8/104.5{119.0{122.4/134.8|132.4
105.7{125.6/135.3/108.71127.7| 124 |106.0{107.4|104.3/195.4(102.6(107.9{115.7]116.6/123.6/137.9
103.8/141.8/131.3/108.7]116.6] 118 {108.2/106.0|109.5152.5/105.8/107.9/140.7|129.2]130.5(141.7
111.5[134.8/125.2(106.0{101.8] 108 {108.5/106.5{108.9/153.0{104.11102.2i134.5{101.9/126.6{140.6

100
102.0/
100.4
99.1
96.6|
99.1
0.1

100.0
106.7
119.5
124.1
126.4
134.0
1336
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A table in which this budget has been worked out in the terms of average
prices for the whole Dominion in each of the years 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911,
1912 and 1913, is given below. The first column of this table shows the quantity
of each commodity which is regarded as representing the weekly consumption
of a family of five. In the succeeding columus, the amounts which these quan-
tities would cost at the average prices of the several articles for the whole of
Canada in the respective years, are shown:— :

TABLE III—WEEKLY EXPENDITURES ON STAPLE FOODS, FUEL AND LIGHTING FOR A FAMILY
: OF FIVE. 1900-1913. .

-

COMMODITY. Quantity] 1900 1905 1909 1910 , 1911 1912 1913

. ° . . . c. c.
Beef, sirloinateak ........ovivieaen 27.2 | 30.4 33.6 36.4 36.8 43.0 46.6
Beef, chuck, roast.... 2 19.6 24.6 23.6 25.6 26.8 29.4 31.68
Veal, forequarter......... 1 10.0 11.3 11.6 12.7 13.8 15.3 18.7
Mutton, roast, hindquarter. dJ1 11.8 12.2 14.6 16.8 16.7 18.1 19.4
Pork, roasting, fresh................o 1" 12.3 13.1 16.4 17.2 16.8 18.6 20.5
Pork,salt.....cccviieviaincaccnnnns 2 " 21.8 250 32.2 32.8 31.4 33.4 36.6
Baeon, best, smoked. . ... .cc0vn.-n . 1" 15.4 17.8 22.0 24.3 22.8 21.4 26.0
Lard,pureleaf...........ce0nvee.- 2 * 26.2 28.2 38.4 39.0 3.8 37.8 36.8
Eggs, fresh..... Creeaensereesenenans 1 dos 25.7 30.0 36.5 4.7 45.7 47.0 49 .4
Eggs, packed........ ereeseriaaaes | S 20.2 23.4 3.8 32.0 33.0 35.4 37.4
.3 11 R 6 qts. 36.6 39.6 45.6 48.6 46.8 54.0 54.6
Butter, dairy tub. ... . 2 lbs. 44.2 49 4 53.8 54.0 58.4 64.0 60.0
Butter, creamery prints...... N I O 25.8 27.7 32.0 32.0 34.9 37.0 35.4
Cheese, Canadian,old......c.ceunuen ) Wi 16.1 17.6 17.8 18.2 20.0 21.1 20.1
Cheese, Canadian, Dew. . ..........0. ) B 14.6 15.7 17.0 17.1 19.1 19.3 19.4
Bread, plain white..............ann 15 55.8 58.5 66.0 64.5 66.0 64.5 64.5
Flour, ordinary family............... 10 " 25.0 28.0 32.0 33.0 34.0 34.0 33.0
Rolled 0BL8. e o eervvnranenaancrooons 5 * 18.0 19.5 21.5 20.5 22.0 22.5 21.5
Rioe, good medium........ccnvvcenn 2 “ 10.4 10.6 10.8 10.8 11.0 11.8 12.0
Beans, handpicked........oc0neanun. 2 " 8.6 0.4 10.8 11.0 10.8 12.2 1.6
Apples, evaporated..........ooui il j S 8.9 7.7 11.4 12.1 13.4 13.0 12.4
Prunes, medium quality. ) S 11.5 9.6 9.8 10.9 12.5 12.6 12.2
Sugar, granulated....... N B 21.6 22.0 22.8 24.4 27.6 25.2 20
Bugar, yellow..v.cevovivarereneseen 2 10.0 9.8 10.0 10.6 12.4 11.8 10.8
Tea, black. .ooveeunrssrroonsraccaes Y S 8.2 8.3 8.5 8.7 8.7 8.9 as
TeR, GIrOBD . «.icuvvurrunarnsecasssns L 7S 8.7 8.7 9.1 9.2 9.4 9.3 93
Coffee......... sesarsesasrrerassens . 8.8 8.8 7.9 9.2 9.2 9.5 LY
Potatoes............00nn [N 2 pks. 244 28.0 7.4 29.5 47.2 36.8 36.4
Vinegar, white wine.......oceveveee. 1-8 pt. 7 7 7 .7 . .7 .7
FOOR. oo euerrvianncosennnsnsifrosvonse 548.0| 595.6) 6756 | 706.1| 741.5| 767.6 773.7
39.5 45.2 47.7 47.0 45.7 85.8 53.2
3.1 32.3 36.7 38.2 36.4 40.3 38.0
32.5 35.3 42.8 43.8 40.2 42 .4 41.1
22.6 25.5 27.3 29.8 3.1 32.0 31.7
24.0 24.8 4.1 23.8 23.2 23.8 23.8
Fuel and lighting. .. .......c0 }oiveeens 149.7 162.8 178.6 182.6 176.6 194.1 187.8
Grand Total..... FR T AN $607.71 738.4 | 854.2| B88.7| 918.1| 961.7( 963 .8

/




76 - DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT
It will be seen that a weekly family budget which would have cost $6.97
in 1900, cost $7.38 in 1905, $8.54 in 1909, $8.88 in 1910, $9.18 in 1911, $9.61 in
1912 and $9.63 in 1913, Representing the cost of the 1900 budget as 100, the
rise is as follows:—

1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913

.

100 108.7 122.4 127.3 131.5 137.8 138.2

As already pointed out, this is doubtless a more accurate index of the
retail price movement than the simple average above presented, and it is this
which is made the basis of the chart on page 70.

Comparison of Retail Food Prices by Provinces.

The influence of locality on retail prices has been already emphasized. - In
proceeding to elaborate somewhat on this point it will be of interest to note,
first, what has been the general tendency of average prices in the several pro-
vinees. To illustrate this, a family budget similar to that employed above has
been worked out in the terms of the average prices shown for each province in
the large table at the end of the chapter. The budget, however, was restricted to -
foods, as the kind and quality of fuel used in different sections of the Dominion
varies considerably :—

TABLF IV—WEEKLY EXPENDITURES ON STAPLE FOODS, BY PROVINCES, 1900-1913

M

1900 1905 1009 1910 91 1912 1913

5.611 5.833 6.820 6.802 7.1R6 7.353 7.357
5.3%3 5.828 6.514 6.863 7.624 7.458 7.587
4 812 5.264 5. 809 5.958 6.120 6.247 6.857
5.147 5.640 6.588 6.502 6.806 7.285 7.423
5.012 6.508 6.472 6.747 6. 665 6.930 7.040
5.851 6.104 7.481 7.787 8.001 8.033 8.16%
6. R64 6.920 6.935 7.634 8.819 8. 814 8 RK2
6.024 6.502 7.m 8.010 8.190 B.633 8.503
6.599 7.741 8.166 9.055 9.307 9.460 9.122
5.480 5.956 6.756 7.061 7.415 .7.676 7.757
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Making the 1900 total for each province in the above equal to 100, the
following series of numbers illustrating the comparative rate at which food
prices have advanced in the several provinces is obtained :—

TABLE V—INDEX NUMBERS OF WEEKLY EXPENDITUGRES ON STAPLE FOODS BY PROVINCES,

- 1900—1913. (1920 Coat for each Provine2=100)

Y

1900 1905 1909 . 1910 1911 1912 1913
NovaScotia..........ooevuues 100 103.9 121.5 122.8 - 128.0 131.0 131.1
New Brunswick........... ... 100 108.2 121.0 127 .4 141.8 138.5 140.9
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 109.3 122.8 123.8 127.1 129.8 143.1
100 108.5 127.9 128.0 133.9 141.5 144.2
100 111.8 9.1 134.6 132.9 138.2 140.5
100 105.8 127.8 133.0 136.7 137.2 139.4
100 100.8 101.0 111.2 128.4 128 .4 129.3
100 107.9 128.0 132.9 135.9 143.3 142.1
100 o 112.2 118.3 131.2 134.9 137.1 132.2
100 108.6 123.2 123.8 135.3 140.0 140.5

B

Another table of index numbers (Table VI) designed to show the compara-
tive level of food prices in each province from year to year, has been worked out
and the results charted on the following page. In this table and chart the total

cost of a food budget computed in average prices for the whole Dominion in
1900 (namely $5.48) has been made equal to 100..

. ~

-

TABLE VI—INDEX NUMBERS OF WEEKLY EXPENDITURES ON STAPLE FOODS, BY PROVINCES,

1900—1913. (1900 east for whole of Canada =100.)

|
1900 |, 1905 1909 1910 1911 1012 1913
Nova Scotis. .. .vvvurvueeennns 102.3 1064 124 .4 125.7 131.1 134.1 134 .4
New Brunwsick. .....c..o.vonen 8.2 106.3 118 .8 125.3 139.1 136.0 138 4
Prince Edward Island.......... R7 .8 096.0 107.8 108.7 111.6 13.9 125.6
Quebee. .. v 93.9 102.9 120.2 120.2 125.8 132.9 135 4
Ontanio. . ..ovvvneineeneenens 1.4 102.1 118.1 123.1 121.6 126 4 128 4
Manitoba. ..oovneeinianenns 106.6 113.0 136.5 142.0 146.0 146.5 1489
Baskatchewan................. 125.2 126 .2 126 & 139.3 1609 160 8 162.0
Alberta, ... ..ioiieieainianes 109.9 118.6 140.7 146.1 149 4 157.5 17°6.2
British Columbis.............- 125.8 141.2 149.0 165.2 169 8 172.6 166 4
Dominion of Canada........... 100.0 108.6 123.2 1288 135.3 140.0 141.8




78 ) DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

COURSE OF AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES IN LEADING CITIES OF THE SEVERAL

PROVINCES, 1900-1913.

(Average Prices, Dominion of Canada, 1900=100.)
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The preceding tables throw light on the comparative cost of living in the
several provinces and the extent to which this has varied in recent years. In
1900, for example, it would appear that food prices were appreciably higher in
Nova Scotia than in Quebec; the distinetion, however, has disappeared in the past
two years. Saskatchewan and British Columbia were about on the same level
fifteen years ago, but the latter is now the higher. During 1913, retail prices
went down in the cities of Nova Scotia, Alberta, and British Columbia, but went
up in those of New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Quebec and Manitoba. ¥For
Canada as a whole, the rise in food stuffs has been 40.5 per cent. Of the pro-
vinces, Quebec shows the most rapid relative rise’ (44 per cent) and Saskatche-
wan the least (29 per cent). This, of course, does not imply that the former is
now the higher, from the cost of living standpoint. From the standpoint of
the actual present cost of foods, the most expensive province would appear to
be British Columbia, followed by Saskatchewan, Alberta, Manitoba, New Bruns-
wick, Quebec, Nova Scotia, Ontario and Prince Edward Island, in the order
named. In all such generalizations regard must be had for the limited number
and otherwise special characteristics of the localities included.

Comparison of Retail Food Prices by Cities.

In using the statistics of the large table for the purpose of directly com-
paring prices in the several cities, it must be remembered that the data have
been collected by different persons, and that they were primarily intended to
show tendencies from year to year. Every effort, however, was made to secure
the sameé basis of quotation throughout, and the results are doubtless comparable
in a general way if not invariably in the case of individual quotations. In
Table-VII a budget is worked out for each city in terms of 1900, 1905, 1912
and 1913 prices. In the final column an index number is assigned to each
city, the number given to the Dominion as a whole being 100. These numbers
are based on the figures for 1912-13, corrected in some cases by the earlier data.®

*As above pointed out, the employment of the same budget throughout is open to the criticism thad
widely different conditions of living prevail in the differens citiea,—Edmonton ss compared with Hali-
fax, for example, having & longer and more severs winter, mecessitating the consumption of more fuel,

having less variety snd abundance of fish food, etc. The budget method of messurement is undoubledly

rough. A the same time, it may bo srgued that such differences amount &t the most 1o tendencles,—
fish not being & final substitute for meat, sconomies of fuel being possible by heating fower rooms, ete.
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' TABLE VII-WEEKLY EXPENDITURES ON STAPLE FOODS, BY CITIES, 1900—1913.

Index
gf’ Numbers
nt
’ Coet of Food Budget.* Increase 'Of .
Crry. . between | Average .
1900 . Costa
and in 191‘2-'13
1900 1905 1912 1913 1913 [ (Dominion
average
=100) .

Nova Becorta:—

- Sydney..... Ceseernanses. reeaa veea.] 4.6912 4.8578 7.7237 7.9699 69.8 90.3
Westville. . ......oooiinn... .. ....] 5.2637 5.4362 7.5355 | 7.320% 39.0 95.1
Amberst.......coiiiii i, 5.5150 6.0550 7.0817 7.2050 30.6 96.2
Halifax............ M i iea e, 5.4050 6.1312 7.5617 8.6850 60.6 - 103.4

Prixce Epwarp IsLaNnp:—

Charlottetown....................... 4.8120 8.2262 6.3286 6.8869 43.1 88.5

NEw BrUNswiCK:— ’
Moncton.............. e eeteneeaaan. 5.0950 5.4375 6.9807 7.1737 40.5 . 91.9

\ St. John. ... 5.2237 6.0112 7.9174 7.9390 51.0 100.8
Fredericton‘..., ..... e 5.3962 5.8262 7.4457 7.5987 40.8 97.7°

QurnEC:—

Quebec..............o ..., 4.8600 5.3700 7.3161 7.6078 56.5 93.6
i 5.1412 5.7112 7.3573 7.0073 38.0 4.1

85.0362 5.5162 6.7262 7.0562 40.1 90.5

4.5466 4.8216 6.6857 7.0787 53.9 86.3

St. John's..... e eyreredaei e 5.0925 6.1337 7.5988 7.3519 44.3 97.4
Montreal ... ...oooviivninn ... 6.0141 6.9175 7.9384 7.9532 o327 107.3
Hull......... P e, 4.8748 3.1040 7.1002 7.2186 48.0 90.4

ONTARIO— : ) *

Ottawa. .......... et 8.1012 5.6528 7.2500 7.8079 83.0 98.1
Brockville.......... e r i 5.2906 5§.6307 7.2873 7.5081 41.9 T 95.7
Kingston....cooovenvnniniininnnn.... 4.6512 5.1345 6.8912 6.8879 48.0 87.7
Belleville...... 5 4722 5.5044 7.1777 7.2499 32.4 94.6
Peterborough. . 5.0312 5.4112 7.0274 7.2457 44.0 91.0
Orillia....... 5.0312 5.4512 6.6957 7.2548 . 44.1 . 91.0
Toronto. . ..... 85.0257 8.5432 7.1%73 7.2929 45.1 " 93.2
Niagara Falls........................ 5.4053 6.2786 7.6962 7.7451 43.3 100.9
Haniilton. . ... o ... 4.8798 5.1548 7.0256 7.5039 53.7 . 91.4
5.1624 5.5157 7.32%0 7.5270 45.8 - 95.0

4.7848 |, B.2448 7.2415 7.6065 58.9 92.5

‘47107 5.3445 7.2613 | 7.4638 58 4 92.6

3.2590 5.8590 7.0R04 7.2162 37.2 04.5

4.6574 6.4976 7.1527 7.2099 53.8 91.4

4.57K8 5.6915 7.3657 7.6749 67.6 94.2

5.1675 5.6723 7.0749 7.2029 39.3 83.4

5.5841 5.8561 7.0448 7.2376 20.6 95.7

5.5666 6.2707 7.8912 7.6512 37.4 101.9

OwenSound......................... 5.1954 §5.3387 6.6524 7.0312 35.3 90.1

MANTTOBA:—

Winnipeg. ...o.vieiiinenninn. .. vee..] 85.8273 5.9566 8.3237 8.0720 3%.8 104 8 -
Brandon............... e ...| 6.0750 6.5150 7.9435 8.2947 36.5 107.2

SASKATCHEWAN:—

Regina................ e, 7.8253 7.2347 8.9599 8.9499 18.9 121.8

ALBERTAI—. . i it i ea, [N PO P PR R TR .
Edmonton.......................... 5.335%0 6.2025 8.3425 8.0150 50.2 104.1
Letbbridge. . ........................ 6.9033 6.8748 8.6775 8.5616 24.0 115.4

Bririst COLUMBIA:—

Nelson.......................o0 .. 7.0050 7.3310 0.4798% 9.4573 350 123 8
New Westminster........, et 6.8068 7.9353 8.9025 9.2501 36.0 122.4
VBneouver. .........coevuiuninnn... 6.4071 6.9031 8.7416 8.3913 209 ' 113.3
Vietoria. ...covvnnnninnnnnn.,. verenas] 7.2300 7.5483 10.1025 9_8550 3.3 . 1202
Nanaimo.......ooovvveininiiinn.. . 7.7316 7.6%08 9.0125 9.3450 208 125.6

Al e 5.480 5956 | 7.676 | 7.757 45| 1000

S
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- Note on Local Variations in Retail Prices.

The index numbers in the above are to be regarded as suggestive rather
than as final measurements. As already remarked, the problem of retail prices
is essentially a problem of individual commodities and localities, and for studies
of this kind the large table at the end of the section will be found the mbost '
useful. Numerous instances occur of differences in prices that cannot be ;
accounted for on economic grounds, but are apparently arbitrary. One such
example may be ecited:

‘In the Labour Gazette for June, 1914, bread is quoted at 624c. per 1b. in one
locality ; at 61/c. in five localities; at 6¢. in one locality ; at'5e. and varying frae-
tions in four localities; at 5c. in five localities; at 4c. and varying fractions in
six localities; at 4c. in eighteen localities; at 3c. and varying fractions in twelve
localities, and at 2¢. and varying fractions in three localities. Altogether, < °
twenty-one different prices for this article appear in 57 localities, and some of
the widest variations occur between neighbouring localities. It is interesting
also to note as a variation of this phenomenon the effect of the ‘‘Nickel’” law in
Ontario which came into force in March, 1911, and which raised the weight of
the loaf from 114 1b. to 115 Ib. Table VIII shows the retail price of bread
on the fifteenth of each month, January to December, 1911, in twenty-five
Ontario localities. In seven of the twenty-five the price per loaf, it will be seen,
was changed to 6e. immediately the law took effect, that is, the price per lb.
remained stationary; in the other eighteen, no change in the price of the loaf
oceurred, that is, the price per lb. was reduced. Inquiry went to show that the
baker pocketed this loss making up for it on ‘‘fancy’’ lines, a procedure which .
may have been difficult for the small tradesman, tempting him to lower quality
or otherwise recoup himself indirectly.
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TABLE VIII—RETAIL PRICES OF BREAD IN ONTARIO CITIES IN MONTHS PRECEDING AND
FOLLOWING THE COMING INTO FORCE OF THE “NICKLE” LAW,

- January. February. March. April. May. June.
g | & s & 2 & g |~ | g A g &
. |ets. | . |cts | . | cts | b | cta | . | cta. | . | cta
OUAWR . eeenenirinnnnnns 3 | ax| 3 | 33| 3 | sx 330 3 | 8% |3 | 3%
Kingston. . eveveennnnnns 3 |3l 3 | 34! 3 [ 3|3 | 3|3 | 3|3 | ay
Bellevillen .. cvrenrnnnn 3 | sag o e e e e e
Peterborough. . .......... » * 16 | 3| 1| s | ms| s | 16 3%
TOrOBO. oo v naveenenenens 25| 4 | 26| & | ms|tas| 6] sy | 1s) 3| sl 36
Niogara Falls. ........... s 4 [ usl e Lagl e || e | 1§ 4] 16| 4
8t Catharines.:.......... 3 la |3 [« |8 |4 13 |4 |3 |4 |3 ts
Hamilton.........oeenns RTS8 N IO IUUUUN FOURR: ] sk | 1| 3| 16 3
Brantford. .. ...ovoennnnn g | sy | 1| s | 1| 3| 1| 3| 16| 3| 1] 334
Guelph...oeeveennaineens s a3 Jals a3 ]a ]3[4 ]3]s
Berhin....ovenrrenenennes s | 4 | sl e | 1) e | gl e | 16| 4 (a4
Woodstock. « v vevnvnrnnns g ] 4 | gl e a4 |l 4 | g s ] 1k s
Stratford. ....cooeenernen il e | ] e e |y | a4 1] o4
LoDGOD. « eeveevnneneens s 4 gl e | axl e | sl oas| sl s | 1| o3y
Bt ThomaS. «evevvnrnenes VR EETVR EETVE BTV BTV B TP B TP S SP3 IR TV BN TV I 7 I 4
Chatham. ...ovruerennens 15| 4 gl o4 | o) | us| e | oms] 4 | 16| 4
Windsor.....onanenss Lol us e fuslae Jusla [ usla | nsla ) g
Sault Bte. Marie.......... s 4 L ugf e | us] e | | as-| ] s g sy
Port Arthur & “ g | s | s sw| ms| au ‘ ‘
Fort William 2| s o2 | el 2 ] e | ws) o asg] ug| ax| us] e
7

"8 Nov. 29, 1910, 3 Ibs. 10e. .
# 5, per loaf popularly supposed to be 3 lbs. in weight.
1 Some bakers raised price to 6c. per loaf or 4¢, per lb.
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TABLE VIII—RETAIL PRICES OF BREAD IN ONTARIO CITIES IN MONTHS PRECEDiNG AND
FOLLOWING THE COMING INTO FORCE OF THE “NICKLE" LAW.—Continusd.

! July. August. September. October. November. December.
3| 5|53 2|5]|z2|3|¢
glejglalg| &g |~ - &
1b ots. b, | cts. Ib, | cts Ib. | cts Ib. | cts. 1b. cts

OUAWR. .evernnrnrroecnes 3 324 3 33 3 338 3 3% | 3 33¢ 3 324
Kingston...........c... 3 3% 3 315 ) 3 3% 3 334 3 3 3 3%
Belleville.......cooovvviifecnceferenn. 3 3% 3 3| 3 3\% 3 34| 3 3
Peterborough............ 16 | 33| 13| 33| 14| 3| 136 3| 14| 33| 1} 34
TOronto. ....o.oovvneee-s 134 | 3| 1347 3| 14| 3% 14 35| 14| 35| 4| 34
Nisgara Falls. ........... | e | e e || e || e | e | gl s

St. Catharines............ 3 4 3 4 3 4 3 4 .1 3 4 3 4

Hamilton..........cenun. 134 | 33| 134 | 336 | 16 - 34| 13| 3] 14} 3¢y 15| 34
Brantford. .............. 1% 34 14 334 1% 34 14 3¢ 114 |. 31 1% 35
Guelph........vvvenntns. 3 3 . 3 3 4 3 4 3 1

Berlin............cc.o0n. 321 134

4 4 4
4 4 4
Woodstock. ......co0venn 14| 4. 141 4 1% | 4 141 4 14 | 4 14} 4
4 4 4
4 4 4

Stratford.........c00ennn 1% 1y 1% 14| 3% 136 1 3% 14 3%
London. ....vueverenenns 1% 1% 1% 16 | 3| ns| s g 3y
St. Thomas....c.oceneee. 1% | 35| 1% ]| 31| 14| 33| 14| 34 124 1 334 1 14 ] 3%
Chatham.......... PO g 4 fusle [ usla [ msle jugle | sl e

WiBABOT. .. ..evvennrnss | 4 || 4 | a | vs| e | ug] e | ng] 4

Sault Ste. Marie..........| 136 | 33| 18] & | ws| a4 [ nvg) o | 1) ] ng| ey
Port Arthur & ¢

Fort William g el sl s | 1s| s || s |usls | gy

Index Numbers of Average Retail Prices by Provinces.

One further series of averages may be useful in facilitating the inquiry into
causes. In Table IX the average price of each commodity in each province
and for the Dominion as a whole in the respective years has been reduced to the
form of an index number, the 1900 price being made in each case as equal to
100, the main purpose being to show in some detail the rate at which average
prices have been going up since 1900. |
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The table, it will be seen, again reveals how varied are the influences govern-
ing retail prices. Sirloin steak, for example, has risen by two and one-half times
in Alberta cities, but by less than one and one-half times in those of Saskatche-
wan and British Columbia since 1900. This probably illustrates the effect of
the disappearance of the Alberta ranches on meat prices in the mnearby cities,
which from being very low in 1900 are now as high as or even higher than in
other places, The same commodity, steak, has advanced during the past year
in all the provinces except Prince Edward Island where it has remained sta-
tionary. On the other hand, medium chuck roasting beef has declined during
the past year in Nova Scotia and Alberta, but has advanced in Ontario, New
Brunswick, Quebee, Manitoba and Saskatchewan. Similar analyses in almost
endless detail could be made in the case of the other commodities. It may be
noted that in the case of coal oil, the last on the list, the price has gone down
in six of the provinces and advanced in three as compared with the year 1900.

.

TABLE IX—INDEX NUMBERS OF AVERAGE COMMODITY PRICES, 1900-1913,

(1900 Price=100.) .

BEEF, (Sirloin Steak.)

1900 L1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913

NovaScotia. ........o00ununn 100 107.5 131.2 136.9 138.7 153.8 157.0
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 112.5 120.8 125.0 125.0 1v6.6 166.6
New Brunswick............... 100 107.0 116.9 133.3 140.0 161.4 156.1
; 100 117.9 137 .4 142.1 144 .4 162.4 173.1

100 114.5 127 .4 145.1 146 .4 159.3 179.3

100 111.1 120.7 117 .4 136.6 142.8 158.9

100 100.0 97.2 108.3 125.0 137.7 141.6

100 120.9 136.3 150.0 154.5 215.4 240.9

British Columbia.............. 100 105.8 101.8 115.2 123.9 136.9 145.1
Dominion of Canada........... 100 111.8 123.9 138.2 139.6 158.0 171.3

~
' BEEF, (Medium Chuck.)
1)

. 1900 - 1005 1909 1910 1011 1912 1913
NovaSeotis, .. .oovvinennnnn. 100 107.6 125.7 1257 1268 .9 126 9 120 0
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 112.5 112.8 150 0 1500 ¢ 2000 200.0
New Brunswick. . ............. . 100 116 6 123.3 130.0 122 .5 126 6 140.0
Quebee. .o 100 118.5 158 4 1453 144 .68 156 8 183 0
ONtATIo . ..o vniinnsnrananns 10 115.3 1M 8 1280 135.0 147 0 a1
NManitoba . .. ...l 100 125.0 137 .5 112.5 132 8 155 0 1700
Rankatchewan.,............... 100 100.0 700 RA. 68 120 0 10R .0 121.3
Alberta. ... ... ...l 100 120.0 133.3 169 3 182 .6 214 .68 2180
British Columbia.............. 100 123.2 111.68 130.3 141.9 161 .8 167.8
Dominion of Canada........... 100 125.2 120.4 130.6 138.7 150.0 161.8
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VEAL, (Forequarters.).

) B 1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Nova Scotia......... e © 100 108.7 133.8 132.1 137.2 143.0 159.9
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 111.1 222.2 222.2 222.2 222.2 222.2
New Brunswick............... 100 120.0 93.3 120.0 146.6 133.3 160.0

100 113.2 173.5 151.9 151.3 180.1 181.3

100 110.9 113.4 130.9 138.0 146.9 172 2

100 120.0 111.1 122.2 117.7 146.6 160.0

100 100.0 946 | 116.6 133.3 130.1 128.0

100 125.8 117.8 120.5 118.7 189.1 191.9
British Columbia. . ... 100 108.6 82.6 100.0 113.6 121.7 134.1
Dominion of Canada........ .. 100 113.0 116.0 127.0 138.0 153.0 167.0

MUTTON (Hindquarters.)

1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1012 1913
Nova Scotid. ........ovvvvenn. 100 113.8 1384 160 4 155.2 155.2 175.9
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 118.7 137.5 150.0 131.2 200.0 200.0
New Brunswick............... Yoo 112.5 118.7 131.3 131.3 140.7 134 4
Quebee........ e 100 126.6 147.0 149.4 148.6 177.3 179.4
ORLATIO. . % veuerannnreerenenns 100 116.9 129 .2 148.2 144.4 155.6 178.3
Manitoba. . ... et 100 110.4 9s.3 113.4 125.4 131.3 137.3
Saskatchewan....... e 100 100.0 07.2 103.8 120.5 137.7 138.8
Alberta. . .....ovvviiiiinnnn-. 100 115.3 131.3 120.9 155.4 172.9 174 .4
British Columbis.............. 100 100.5 07.2 138.2 120.7 137.0 138.2
Dominion of Canada.......... " 100 103..3 123.8 142.3 141.5 153.3 162.7

L 3
PORK, (Fresh, roasting.)

1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Nova Scotia. . .......... 100 57.1 R2.3 R3.7 " R7.0 84.4 93.7
Prince Edward Island. . . 100 122.7 136.3 127.2 1181 138.3 143 .4
New Brunswick.........c...... 100 1227 124.2 145.4 140.9 139.3 181.3
Quebec.......ovvvvrenninnnne. 100 104 2 149.2 128 2 122.4 150.6 173 .8
Ontario. . ....venviinnenenns. 100 12.7 150.8 156 .9 1489 163.7 187.0
Manitobs. ........ e 100 120 .0 134.8 145.4 145.4 1454 152 .6
Baskatchewan................. 100 1000 110.0 113.3 133.3 1413 1% 0
Alberta. .. ... ... i 100 135.0 165.0 178.0 211.0 225.0 212 .0
British Columbia......... 100 105.2 98.2 126.3 123.3 135.0 153.2
Dominion of Canada......... .. 100 106.5 133.3 139.8 136.5 151.2 166 .6
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B PORK, (Salt)
1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Nova Seotif. . .. oonnueemannent 100 118.7 141.8 139 .4 140.7 143.0 16%.8
N Prince Edward Island.......... 100 116.6 116.6 83.3 66.6 116.6 166.6
New Brunswick 100 116.6 136.4 155.5 145.2 149.1 161.9
Quebec.........- 100 110.2 153.7 139.9 123.6 155.8 170.9
Ontario. .. ..... 100 116.0 158.6 163.6 154.0 159.5 *176.9
Manitoba. . .. ... 100 122.2 114.8 140.7 144 4 133.3 133.3
Baskatchewan.... 100 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 138.0 133.3
- Alberta........... 100 120.0 200.0 210.0 195.0 192.0 187.0
British Columbia.............. 100 113.4 124.1 141.8 139.0 148.9 141.8
Dominion of Canada........... 100 114.6 147.7 149.5 144.0 153.2 167 .8
. BACON, (Best Smoked.)
1900 1903 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
. . [
Nova Scotis. .. o.cuvuuens 100 111.4 115.7 125.7 120.6 128.5 138.5
Pnnee Edward Ialand.......... 100 106 .8 124.1 144.8 148.2 117.2 151.1
New Brunswick............... 100 113.1 120.2 139.9 136.1 146. 1501
- 100 116.6 155.2 152.8 143.3 154, 173.5
100 153.2 195.7 208.1 159.9 201.9 229.2
100 11%.4 131.5 165.9 139.4 131.5 1842
100 - 100.0 125.0 156.0 150.0 137.5 136.5
. i 100 113.0 133 3 190.0 170.0 180.0 1%4.0
British Columbia 100 106.9 127.9 149.3 141.8 135.8 149 3
Dominion of Canada........... 100 115.6 142.8 157.7 146.7 138.9 168.8
®
LARD (Pure leaf.)
* 1900 1905 1900 1910 1911 1912 1013
Nova Beoti. .. oonnnnns- . 100 111.3 147.1 1452 145.2 143 3 145.2
Prince Edward Island.. 100 114.2 1285 142 8- 121 .4 1285 Y
New Branswick. .. .........on. 100 105.5 143.2 143 2 120 .3 148.1 144 4
100 111.1 146.0 147.5 133 8 143.4 | ,154 5
100 1098 145.5 146 8 127.2 1441 146 9
100 116.6 146.0 150 0 1266 126.6 126 6
. 100 74.8 125.0 134.2 121.1 114.2 10%.5
) ..} 100 “104.0 158.0 161 6 148 .8 1560 | 1328
British Columbis........0..... 100 168.5 - 160.1 1671 141.4 167 .1 133.1
Dominion of Canada........... 100 107.6 1465 148 8 128.9 144.2 | - 1408
M AN - :
““ | 4
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EGGS. (New Laid.).
1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Nova Sco!ia..“......; ....... 100 108. 155.1 " 172.4 183.9 172.4 187.3
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 122.2 166.6 166.6 188.8 172.2 211.1
New Brunswick............... 100 107.6 141.0 153.4 153.4 157.0 177.8
Quebec..c..oivienrarceciiaans 100 116.0 158.2 152.7 163.7 181.3 198.1
Ontario. . . ..cevennneescannnas 100 118.9 189.3 242.4 202.2 200.6 221 .8
Manitoba. . . ..civeeiieiiaann 100 1188 258.8 223.5 . 211.7 200.0 223.5
SaskatcheWan. o.vseeees 100 128.8 166.6 200.0 2922.2 233.3 211.1
Alberta. .......c.en. 100 104.5 150.0 152.2 162.0 157.1 160.5
British Columbia 100 95.2 100.9 135.2 125.7 135.2 125.7
Dominion of Canada........... 100 |. 116.7 162.6 173.9 177.5 182.8 192.2
EGGS. (Packed.)

. 1800 1905 1000 1910 1911 1912 1013

Nova S00tin. ......oenun N 100 110.0 150.3 166.2 170.0 167.5 187.5
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 122.2 166.6 144.4 122.2 166.6 177.7
New Brunswick. ...oooeecanen- 100 110.3 135.3 132.3 141.3 142.6 109.3
. 100 .| 1100 155.7 156.2 152.9 152.1 1881

100 121.3 166 .4 173.7 178.6 101.0 208.0

100 128.6 200.0 192.8 214.3 185.7 214.3

100 100.0 140.0 140.0 140.0 164.8 150.0

100 . 102 .8 138.8 148.1 148.1 152.5 152.5

100 102.7 130.1 130.1 126.7 126.3 130.1

Dominion of Canads.......... 2 100 1ns.6 157.4 158.4 163.3 175.2 185.1

- MILK. .

1900 1905 1909 1910 1011 " 1912 1013
NOVE SCOUB. 1 .. vvvinraeansens 100 108.0 128.0 128.0 132.0 132.0 136.0
Prince Edward [aland. ... ... 100 100 0 100.0 120.0 120.0 120.0 140.0
New BrunswicK.....coeeeneen- 100 113.0 121.1 121.1 126.0 136.1 130.1
Quebec. .. ... DR 100 110 3 114.2 133.3 131.2 141.6 | 1456
ONEAFIO. . .o eserinennenns 100 100.1 131.9 1387 139.9 152.9 155.8
MABHODE . .o vvrrniaerenens 100 136 163.6 181 8 151.8 190.9 181.8
Baskstchewan. 100 100.0 91.0 100.0 110.0 127.0 127.0
AIDCEtA. . .\ veinaieinaaen 100 93.3 121.3 124.0 133.3 138.6 140 0
British Columbia 100 108.8 121.1 123.2 126.6 137.7 143.3
Dominion of Canada........... 100 108.2 12¢.6 132.8 127 .8 178 149.1

:
i
i
:
4
3
i
]
i
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BUTTER, (Dairy tubs.)

. 1900 1905 1009 1910 1911 1012 1913
Nova Scotih. . eoveernrnnnnnnn. 100 108.6 115.2 114.6 120.6 '148.9 135.8
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 90.9 104.5 113.5 122.7 127.2 113.6
New Brunswick............... 100 110.8 126.8 118.0 123.4 143.0 146.0
Quebec......ooineananiaia.,. 100 109.8 120.6 115.4 132.0 145.3 136.3
Ontario. . ............ e 100 114.6 128.3 131.9 143.5 151.1 146.6
Manitoba. .. ....ieiiienan., . 100 125.0 131.2 155.0 165.0 181.2 162.5
Saskatchewan............... .. 100 112.5 137.5 150.0 162.5 175.0 150.0
Alberta. ... ....oiiiiiiaannn.s 100 114.0 110.0 120.0 120.0 132.8 134 .4
British Columbia. . . ... s 100 12.2 125.7 134.6 120.8 134.6 *134.6
Dominion of Canada........... 100 111.8 121.7 |- 120.3 132.1 144.8 135.7

BUTTER, (Creamery Prints.)

1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 | 1913

- 100 106.3 155.0 150.6 167.0 185 .4 1784
100 4.1 |, 116.8 57.5 116.6 133.3 125.0
100 105.3 127.1 117.3 130.0 144.4' 1345
100 111.5 120.2 114 .8 130.1 143.8 137.3

100 111.6 127.9 127.8 141.5 146.1 140.1
100 114.9 155.3 148.9 170.1 170.1 1595
100 100.0 120.6 12076 133.3 141.5 129.0
.. 100 105.3 111.6 111.6 127.6 137.3 131.0
British Columbia....... e 100 101.9 127.4 135.4 138.7 140.3 138.7
Dominion of Canada......... o 100 108.6 125.5 125.8 136.8 145.1 138.8

, ¢ CHEESE (Canadian, Old.) :

1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913

Nova Beotis. ...ooovnvenannonn. 100 1048 9 2 101.5 181 1181 1181
Prince Fdward Island.......... 100 106 6 106.6 120.0 120 0 120.0 120 0
New Brunswick............... 100 , 106.6 ] 1158 113.3 136 6 144 4 163 3
QUEbEC. vt 100, 105.3 107 .4 111 8 115.8 128 8 126 4
CODLATIO. .o ut el e, 100 107.1 117.8 122 .6 131.2 137.3 135.2
Manitoba. . . ... e, 100 113.2 135.8 128 3 162 2 1717 1717
Baskatchewan.......o.ooeenn.. 100 93.3 133 .3 133.3 1500 150 .0 150 .0
Alberts. v 100 91.5 100. . 988 1068 115 0 106 0
British Columbia 100 104.3 108.6 108 .6 133.1 133.6 141.3
Dominion of Cansds........... 100 109.3 110.5 113.0 124.2 131.0 124 2
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CHEESE (Canadian, New.)

1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913 '
d N . N
Nova Scotisl. . .ovveeneneenans. 100 105.0 108.3 111.6 125.0 126.6 128.6 |
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 106.6 106.6 106.6 | 113.3 120.0 120.0 |
New Brunswick 100 107.1 119.0 116.6 139.2 142.8 133.9 !
Quebec 100 104.0 116.0 116.4 122.5 130.3 127.8 :
Ontario 100 109.0 125.5 123.7 136-1 143.8 141.0 |
Manitoba 100 100.0 120.0 113.3 143.3 141.6 141.6 ‘
Saskatchewan 100 93.3 133.3 133.3 150.0 150.0 144.0 |
Alberta .. 100 102.8 114.2 109.1 133.1 131.4 | 121.1 |
British Columbia 100 110.8 120.4 120.4 1415 142.1 138.5
. »
Pomirion of Canada....... e 100 107.8 116.2 117 .4 130.8 133.5 132.8
BREAD.
1

1900 1905 1509 1910 1911 1012 1913 |
Nova Sentid. o oveevreeenannn. 100 96 7 103.2 106.5 102.4 08.3 08.3
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 100.0 118.6 116.8 116.6 116.6 133.3
New Brunswick............... 100 100.0 105.8 122.6 133.4 122.6 119.6 ,
Quebee. .ot 100 104.1 112.8 114.3 114.9 114.9 121.7
Ontario. . ..o.oun... ' 100 103.1 124.2 117.2 119.4 i17.2 |. 1213
Manitoba, .. ... 100 80.0 58.2 ®S.2 - 88.2 88.2 k3.2
Suskatchowan.' 100 9%.6 0.6 77.2 3.6 85.9 81.2

100 1290.7 10%.1 121.6 121.6 133.3 145.9

100 105.9 136.5 136.1 143.1 121.1 1211 |

100 105.4 118.8 116.2 us.¢ 116.2 116.2

FLOUR.
-

1900 1005 199 1910 1911 | 1912 1913
Nova Seotia................ 100 107 .0 129 0 122 3 1238 122 6 119 5
Prince Exiward Iniand.......... 100 150.0 175.0 160.0 150.0 150.0 175.0
New Brunawick............. .. 100 119.5 1278 146.0 134.0 137.5 132.2
Quebec........ovuvnn.. Ve 100 100.7 138.6 123.4 125.7 129.2 126 .9
Ontario. ... .. .cooviiivnennnn. 100 1139 127.0 127 8 128 6 131.2 12658
Manitoba. ... 100 108 8 134.2 162.2 140.0 154.2 1 148
Saskatchewan............... .. %) 033 1066 123.3 143.3 120.0 113.3
Alberta. .. .. FE TR TR .. 100 106.6 106 6 105.3 116.6 120.0 116.6
British Columbia.............. 100 110.0 119.3 125.0 136.0 131.3 113.3
Dominion of Canmla. ... .... b w0 112.0 128.0 132.0 136.0 136.0 132.0
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_ROLLED OATS.

‘ 1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Nova Scoti. . .vvverunnerrnnns 100 126.1 140.1 118 6 114.8 133.5 126 .1

100 133.3 133.3 133.3 133.3 133.3 133.3

100 115.3 133.2 133.2 126.7 123.0 123.0

100 107.7 105.2 96.7 ~110.7 118.7 121.7

100 108.1 126.5 119.8 127.1 125.9 121.7

100 106.9 153.6 125.7 125.7 139 .6 139.6

100 100.0 103.0 142 .4 142 .4 145 .4 127.2

100 92.6 126.8 100.0 104.8 124.3 102 .4

100 108.6 101.7 1_04,3 132.6 110.8 106.3

100 108.3 119.4 113.9 122.2 125. 119.4

RICE (Good, medium.)

1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
100 100.0 105.0 95.0 115.0 *110.0 110.0
100 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 | " 110.0

100 100.0 105.2 105.2 115.8 119.1 110.5
100 100.0 108.2 100.0 169.5 " 112.8 110.8

100 100.7 104.8 99.2 97.0 103.6 106 4

100 87.6 127.6 110.5 116.6 116.6 123.5

100 100.0 62.6 78.3 60.2 73.0 %1.9

100 97.3 73.3 80.0 94.6 102.6 100 .0

100 105.3 106.2 118.7 126.0 130.3 132.1
Domigion of Canads....."..... 100 101.9 103.8 101.9 105.9 103.8 111.5

BEANS (Handpicked.)

' 1900 1905 1009 1910 1911 1912 1913
NovaSeotis. .....o.vueivnnnes 100 105.8 117.6 11.7 117.6 141.1 [E3 IR
« Prince Edward Island.......... 100 114.2 114.2 142 .8 142.8 142.8 157 .1
New Brunswick............... 100 115.5 145.7 125 0 125.0 150.0 150.0
Quebeo.......... e reeeiaaes 100 12.7 130.8 136.9 130.2 114.5 123.9
[0, 1.7, 1 T eeesen 100 109.3 115.2 122.3 114.1 146.8 132 4
Manitob®. .. .oouviieinninnn.. 100 72.4 150.0 92.6 110.0 130.0 100.0
Saskatchewan......., eeeaaes 100 100 0 130 0 130.0 110.0 134.0 14 0
All_)o_rtn ....... CLELEERRP R IS 100 100.0 90.9 96.0 120 0 121 .8 130 9
British Columbis.............. 100 108.3 131.2 158.3 150.0 152 .0 150 0
Dominion of Canada........... 100 109.3 125.8 127.9 125.6 141.8 134 8

N—':.
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- APPLES (Evaporated.)

1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913

Nove SCOtif. .. ovvernerranees 100 102.3 100.0 106.9 118.6 108.4 100.0
100 100.0 120.0 120.0 90.0 100.0 160.0

100 95.0 120.0 126.6 146.6 113.3 117.5

100 103.8 130.0 125.5 138.1 132.8 130.2

100 107.2 114.7 128.4 142.7 143.6 131.7

' 100 90.0 77.7 91.6 95.0 90.0 81.6
100 85.6 100.0 109.6 120.0 129.6 114.4

100 87.6 102.1 98.5 110.2 100.0 95 6

British Columbis............ 100 120.8 137.5 134.3 161.4 147.9 158.3
Dominion of Canada........... 100 77.7 115.1 122.2 135.3 131.3 125.2

N
PRUNES (Medium)

1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913

CNOvASCotin, .t 100 106.3 121.2 121.3 139.9 138.5 144.3
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 100.0 100.0 120.0 120.0 110.0 140.0
New Brunswick ......covnvnn. 100 103.6 114.7 118.4 1444 125.8 122.2
QUEDEC. .. v st v ana e 100 103.6 125.8 112.5 119.9 126.27 130.6
ORLATIO. . v evernnnneecncnenons 100 108.3 101.1 122.0 136.9 137.2 | 132.7
Manitobs . . .. .eveennrecnnnns 100 100.0 101.7 127.7 136.1 136.1 125.0
Saskatchewah.....conreeeen... 100 83.2 80.0 89.6 109 .6 114 .4 104.8
ALDEIta . . .. \ovnevearnennonnes 100 06 4 80.2 100.8 125.8 122.3 102.6
British Columbis......cocvonn. 100 106.4 110.3 131.1 172.7 168.8 174.0
Dominion of Canada........... 100 83.4 85.2 04.7 108.7 108.7 106.0

SUGAR (Granulated.)

1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Nova BootiR. . ...ovvereennsnss 100 80 .4 95.7 89 4 107 .4 117.4 93.6
Prince Edward Island. .. 100 110.0 110.0 110.0 110.0 110.0 110.0
New Brunswick......ccocvnne. 100 12 0 111.1 118.2 139 .4 121.7 1051
DO s e eieeec e 100 103.5 113.4 11.5 120.8 121 .4 113 .4
O0tario. . ..vurraenrncnnnanans 100 1009 . 107.5 122.7 127.6 116.0 105.3
Manitoba, .. ...covneneen 100 100.0 100 0 104 .8 130.3 110.5 1105
Saskatchewan 100 71.0 58 0 65.0 74.0 62.0 6.0
Alberta, . ....... 100 108 9 nsz2 | 121 132.1 126.7 118.0
Britieh Columbia...... 100 106.0 106.8 113.4 129.3 115.5 110.3
Dominion of Canada........ 100 101.8 103.5 102.4 127.7 116.6 101.8
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BUGAR (Yellow.)

- 1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913

100 91.8 88.4 93.1 111.7 111.7 97.7

100 100.0 100.0 90.0 90.0 100.0 100.0

100 108.2 108.2 108.2 133.5 121.4 108.2

100 107.1 110.4 114.5 138.3 1%5.0 114.5

100 91.7 96.6 102.7 119.7 111.9 105.8

100 104.7 104.7 119.2 137.1 135.8 123.8

100 80.0 53.0 58.0 65.0 64.0 61.0

Alberta...................... 100 103.7 113.2 116.9 132.0 133.9 116.9

British Columbia.............. 100 104.0 101.9 109.6 131.0 119.2 111.5

Dominion of Canada........... 100 98 100.0 106.0 124.0 118.0 108.0

TEA (Black.)

1900 1905 1809 1910 1911 1912 1913

NovaScotia.................. 100 104 .¢ 114.9 113. 4 102.1 106 .4 104.2

Prince Edward Island.......... 100 100.0 100, 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

New Brunswick............... 100 73.5 76.4 78.4 82.3 £86.2 88.2
Quebec........oovvvivunn... 100 101.8 99.5 105.4 112.8 108.2 108.2

Ontario. . .....vovviienennnnn. 100 100.0 104.1 110.6 107.3 109.6 110.7

Manitoba. . .................. 100 100.0 100.0 100.0 92.8 100.0 100.0

f Saskatchewan................. 100 102.5 7.1 107.1 114.2 110.8 110.8

Alberta. ... ... . ... ..., 100 96.9 041 86.0 94.1 81.0 92.4

British Columbia.............. 100 100.0 107.7 103.8 128.5 109.0 103.6

Dominion of Canada........... 100 100.9 103.9 106.0 106.0 108.2 108.5

: TEA (Green.)

1900 1905 1809 1010 1911 1912 1913

100 105.0 147 4 144 4 155.0 165 0 1685.0

100 1000 125 0 125.0 125.0 1250 125.0

100 100 0 04 4 100.0 103.1 103. 6 94 4

100 105.1 97.5 97.4 117.2 ve.0 108.8

100 102.1 111.2 115.3 112 0 112.7 113 .4

100 82.7 58 .2 82.7 6.5 £2.7 82.7

100 820 750 500 0.0 8.6 78 .4

100 100 9 97.0 100.2 929 97.0 05 3

100 l(}().o 1085 104 8 14 8 100.7 102.4

100 99.1 104 .2 105.1 107 4 106.0 108.5
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. COFFEE (Medium,)
1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Nova Scotis. ........... R 100 100.0 91.6 94.9 103.3 | 110.0 110.0
Prince Edward Island.......... 100 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
New Brunswick............... 100 117.6 120.4 123.1 - 123.1 123.1 123.1
Quebet.....covveiiieniinnanns 100 100.8 102.5 104.2 105.1 111.9 102.5
100 100.4 101.6 108.1 106.0 110.5 112.2
100 94.1 88.2 82.7 76.5 82.7 88.2
100 130.0 122.0 125.0 133.3 122.8 129.0
Alberta. . .......coiiiininannn 100 94.3 133.3 127.8 122.0 125.0 120.6
British Columbia........ AP 100 100.0 102.8 102.8 105.6 107.8 104:4
Dominion of Canada........... 100 101.4 91.6 14.3 104.3 109.5 108.9
,
POTATOES.
4
1900 1905 1009 1910 1911 1912 1913
Nova Scotia. .......... 100 100.0 117.3 113 .4 155.7 130.0 153.8
Prince Edward Island......... 100 112.5 150.0 137.5 300.0 93.7 150.0
100 101.5 112.1 129.0 163.0 173.5 142.0 .
100 117.2 112.3 166.0 223.9 170.6 161.4
Ontario...oovvievnniniiieines 100 1236 99.7 114.6 205.4 164.6 162.9
Manitoba. . ...oooviiviiina..s 100 £3.3 106.6 163.3 150.0 110.0 133.3
Baskatchewan................. 100 1m.e 183.3 225.0 225.0 152.8 175.0
Alberta. . ........ e 100 110.4 115.68 168.7 125.0 1281 139.0
British Columbia.............. 100 122.4 132.6 191.8 190.8 130.8 122.4
Dominion of Canada........ 100 116.1 113.5 122.3, 195.4 152.5 153.0
VINEGAR.
~
1900 1905 1000 1910 1911 1912 1913
Nova Scotin..........ovunn.n. 100 100 0 1111 108 .3 108.3 100.0 100 0
Prince Ldward lsland...... .. 100 100 0 100.0 120.0 120.0 150.0 150.0
New Brunswick 100 100 0 1140 105.2 105.2 105.2 105.2
Quebec............. 100 101.8 126 .0 122.4 116.3 126.0 119.3
Ontario,............. 100 100.6 100.3 101.1 100.9 100.9 104 .4
Manitoba. ...... A RN 100 71 .4 71 1.4 71.5 71 .4 65.9
Saskatchewnn.. 100 100.0 R3.3 100 .0 100.0 116.6 112.0
Alberta. ............ ... 100 104.0 100 .0 k3.0 91.8 7.8 §1.0
British Columbisa.............. 100 111.68 825 82.5 97.0 27.0 .6
Dominion of Canada........... 100 100.8 100. 100.8 102.6 105.8 104.1
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B STARCH.
1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
100 100.0 95.2 90.4 95.2 95.2 95.2
100 100.0 80.0 110.0 110.0 110.0 110.0
100 76.9 76.9 69.2 80.7 82.0 80.0
100 111.2 105.0 112.9 109.6 95.1 111.2
100 102.3 114.2 114.4 113.1 113.8 113.8
100 100.0 100.0 100.0 92.5 92.5 90.0
100 83.3 66.6 66.6 83.3 78.6 83.3
100 96.3 101.8 96.9 127.2 113.6 107.2
100 104.3 123.6 113.9 113.9 118.2 112.9
100 101.1 105.5 104.5 107.9 107.9 102.2
COAL (Anthracite.)
1900 " 1905 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
NovABeotin. .. .ooevereennnnn. 100 107.2 7.7 79.3 77.8 134.5 92.1
100 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 107.6 115.5
100 97.1 101.6 97.5 110.2 127.7 113.4
100 108.5 116.1 114.5 114.8 142.7 128.1
100 111.0 113.6 | 114.2 118.4 132.1 126.1 :
100 . 93.4 97.7 93.4 98.7 98.7 100.0 7
100 105.7 -103.8 105.7 100.0 103.0 103.4
100 107.4 151.9 185.7 274.4 176.7 116.6
100 135.5 167.8 163.3 161.5 161.5 167.6
100 114.4 120.7 ns.o | 1s.7 140.7 134.5
i
COAL (Bituminous.)
1900 1905 1909 1910 1911 1012 1913
Nova Scotia. . ....oevereninnn. 100 98.0. 91.0 99.2 100.9 106.6 109.9
Prince Edw.fd Island.......... 100 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 112.5 125.5
New Brunswick............... 100 103.8 | 94.4 9.1 107.0 108 .8 115 0
Quebec.........o.ouiviuiiian. 100 112.4 105.3 111.8 121.5 120.7 120 .0
O0tario. . . ovovinii e 100 91.3 100.8 108.8 109.4 1n4.1 112.9
Manitoba. .. ........ IR 100 100.0 94.7 94.7 98.7 97.3 o7 a
Saskatchewsn........ e 100 108.0 106.4 106 4 116.1 126 5 127.3 ‘l
Alberta. ...... e e 100 106.6 173.3 143.8 180.0 1%0.0 173.3 |
British Columbia...... s 100 107.3 119.6 124.2 122 .6 166.6 1206
Dominion of Canada........... 100 103.6 117.6 122.4 116.6 1292 101.9
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WOOD (Hard)) : ' ‘

1900 1905 1909 1010 1911 1912 19 13~ '
L]
Nova Bootis. ................. 100 113.3 120.0 123.2 126.6 123.2 129.6
Prince Edward Island... 100 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
New Brunswick. ....... 100 113.4 104 .4 104.4 110.7 126.0 126.0
QuUEbes..veerranereenaanonrven 100 108.6 131.2 127.6 130.0 149.6 141.3
OBLAFIO. s cavvncenrnncnannnans 100 118.0 135.4 133.7 129.7 139 .4 137.5
Manitobs. . . .....ihiiiiai, 100 104.1 110.5 118.8 141.68 131.1 120.8
Saskatchewan...........c.....t 100 106.2 81.2 100.0 122.5 91.6 91.6
PPy T DDA PIRS R PR T ERE T R R R R A SRS MR
British Columbis.............. 100 53.9 70.7 60.6 66.6 66.6 8.7
Dominion of Canads........... 100 108.5 131.8 134.8 123.6 130.5 126.6
WOOD (Soft.)
. 1900 1905 1909 1910 19fl 1912 1913
NovnSeotu‘ 100 100.0 122.0 122.0 112.3 112.3 116 .6
! 100 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0
100 106.1 116.1 116.1 119.0 130.2 124 3
100 112.7 140.9 149.9 162.5 152.1 158.8
100 116.5 123.2 123.2 126.3 131.0 134.1
100 118.5 150.1 150.1 160.0 169.8 156.5
100 85.8 83.7 96.8 109.3 £85.8 . 83.8 .
g 100 120.0 10¢4.8 120. 183.2 140.0 160.0
i 100 114.2 185.7 161.7 157.1 180.0 157.1
100 112.9 121.0 132.4 137.9 141.7 140.5
COAL OIL.
1900 1905 - 1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
NovaBootis. ... ovvvnnnnnn .. 100 93.8 91.3 R8.0 82.1 85.2 KR O
P'rint! Edward Island.......... 100 104.1 104.1 1041 104.1 9.7 an.7
New Brunswick.....ooivaeene. 100 86.7 R5.4 86.7 83.4 ). 77.6 Rt 4
QUeEbBO.sovevriinnnnsnnannnes 100 101.5 105.6 98.2 97.6 102.1 106.7 .
i 100 123.0 4.5 99 .8 105.7 105.8 106.5
|- 100 100.0 85.6 85.6 8.5 78.5 R.5
100 114.2 100.0 100.0 92.8 Ro.1 Sh 7
100 100.0 93.7 ]3.2 83.2 80.7 s 7
British Columbis.............. 100 100.0 109.1 119.1 108.0 13.5 106.3
Dominion of Canada........... 100 102.0 100.4 99.1 26.6 99.1 "1
) _

Beginning on the next following page will be found the detailed statistics
on which the preceding analyses and conclusions are based. As already
explained, the table gives an average or typical retail price in each of the six
years, 1900, 1905, 1908, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913, for 36 articles of household
consumption in some fifty-seven localities.
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RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913.

FPRICES OF THIRTY—SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER. COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labowr Gazetts

8
Beef. .} Pork. g Eggs. Butter. | Cheese. | Bread.
L
Sl s -
2ia| .8 FRE E-J N
ML Bl9|4|g g |22
* il o w | g
LOCALITY. Yar 2| 21 E| 5| B] |3 8|2 8|ela|g|B]E
2 - 2| ] § : - 5 alg] |
AR E T I A LI AR SE AR R AT
g © §' 8 g = § -g 5 -~ §. .g' § FRE
AEIEAE A EAEIERE 2 / 35! =&
813 3lgls rs PER RN - E g ) ‘g
%z.gzaﬁgéiiéz l=
Nova Scotia:— 4 .
ADhErst . v evenreenens 1900....} 12- ‘l)g- 10 :g- plulze|w|u|ajaf sj2s{2r|ujul 2] ¢
. R 14 -
1905 wi13|12]12] 1321} 15} 17j25]23) 5 281281618} 1}%} 41
16| 14~ 20| 20~ 35-| 30- 30-
1909....0 18 {18 |12 )12 18|14 ] 22 z;a 20140 40| 7]25[35]16 1] 4
14~ .
1910....{18 |16 }|....[ 15| 18 [ 16 | 24 bl; 204038 | 7!26f28[16f18] 2] 82
l-
o1t {1wlis).. Jistis|14]24lers| 18| 40l35) 8128 130]|20}20(1}3] 52
iz listialisyetisfaisiir s lasia2lorjaz|as|{siell] 4
1913 20]15{15(15}17 (16|25 18|19 |38 [35| 7|30(32}20[20]15| 4¢
() Cod. (¢ Halibut.
A . ’ 4
- Halifax .......ovvnenens 1000....0 15112} 8|10 j10f10}15 2_ 1203025 620025 |21}15¢14| 33
N 1905... 115t12] s|2lsali2tus] e|1s)32|28| 7|27 |28 |22)16]|14} 4
8- 13-] 16| 14- 5-7- 35-] 30- 17-
1909....[ 20t 12 10| 15|18 |17 | 22 51725 204035 8|28{32f18]..1 15| 43
ot lz2lisio]sf1s|1afoojis|20lse|as] sl2sjaziriirin] 4
o 12-] 8- 14- 20-| b5- 50- .
iott... le2 151018 )15} 14 |22 7-15/ 18 |60 |35 | 8|30 f35]|20[17]13] 43
20| b 6- 35-
1912....124 |15} 10 f 15|15 |15 | 22 1 18 ;g_ 5] olasias|20f18]13] 4
i3 losl17f12l20|1s| 18125 0f18)60]a0| ofc0]asT2o|s8]ay| a2
) Cod.
Bydney .eo.euennon e b s 20 Bl 2n s 1| e
1905‘2 13221 8|23}28|17 1| ¢
1909....] 17 | 13 | 12 | 14 | 15 | 17| 20 | g 18130130 [10]28 30186 1| 6
1910.... 18 | 128....0 15[ 156 | 128 20 f izl .. t2el20|18)...] 1| 6
20-
1081, |18y 13t10]15}16)|16]22] 617 34|10 {2834 20 r{ s
10- 16- 5 . -
w2 i |wulizlelislg| 22 "7 20|40({32|10(3sl40]20]...] 115 1
30- |
1913....|22116 |12} 1820|2023 6|20 (5 |40 )10 323820 1{ s |
(b) Cod. -
115} 10-) 61 8-f 10- 12—‘ B~ -
TR0« verenenrnaannns »1900.. 18 [ 128 8110 |12 ]123, 18} 10132520 ] 6{20}25]18 1 4
18- 1270 8| 10 12-| 14 12-
}m 20{15{10f12} 15|15 |20}15]15(32]28| 6|22 2s016]....] 14 4
EPSEI00 IR0 JODT ISROE 0! 1t SO0 DORN 00! HDE I ADORN SUDE MOE AOROL SRR DR DO D0t
T RRUNE IRN NORUH U KON ONOY SN ORON SO IR FOROH AR IS
1913.... 10-| 12- Py
20 [ 124 15 | 15} 18 |18 1 24 | 18 | 20 | 45 7138138 |2 15 4
*December 1809,
(s) Halibut. -




COST OF LIVING - a7
RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913. —Continued
- PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1609, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY COQRRESPONDENTS TQ THE Labour Gazette.— Continued.
. & sld]a
. ME Ta |3|8|g Col | Wood |
£ Slals g | Sue. g2y
SAROBE et REIEEECETE
=<4 312 s a g ML ° ‘E .
THEIH R A I LA ks
LOCALITY. | Year. % E|3lEl8|8 APPPE § 1k I s | |3 ;
$1518 a2 82124.24| 3 219 =18 |3
€123 z _§ gsizﬁéégig AR E ST Ak
- 5 - > ‘B B
g g 3 (¥ les 3 3 <t
mzaii‘gi%‘jﬁga mgég.«:?s
S [~ @ |5 = & @& |= |&
Nova Scoma:— 1
Amberst ......[1900....] 33 3| 5| 4 71 6| 54 30|30 (4060 12 | 7.00 (4.60 |4.25 | 3.00; 23
1905....] 3% ¢ 5' 4 8] 54 & g_ 1:8_ 40 | 60 12 7.25 14.60 14.50 | 3.25 22
1909....| 34 4 6 6| 1010 54 60 {45 |40 [ 75 |10 10 | 6.75 :'gg_soo ... 22
190....] «| ¢} 5] 8|12]12] 6] 43} 40|40|40]|90] 20|10 6.5 l4.75|5.00 | 4.00 22
30-{ 30-| 4,60~
o1.... &l ¢} 6] 8|12l | 63} 6|40 |40{40]|00|10] 10675 475500 4.00 20
191200} 34 41 o) 8)12]11 ] o} 8[30|30}40|98] 8]0 105 '4.75 [5.00 | 400 20
191300 3l «| 6| 610 |12| 8} 5430 |30 40|90 ]| 8]10]850 is.oo 5.00 | 4.00] 20
251 .
Halifax .......[1900....] 33] 34| 8| 4|10] O] 5| 4440 (4030 75 10 | 6.25 [4.85 {5.00 | 3.00| 25
25- 30~ 6.75-4 90—
1908.... 4] 5] 4112110 3| 43/ 40| 45| 40|75 101 7.15 (5.10 {5.00 | 3.00} 25
5 40 4.60-
1909.... S 7| B|12f12] sy 4|2 |60 35|78 1010 6.00 ;.%_5.00 .| 20
1910....] 84 4] S S|12110} 5} 840 %_ 38 11.05{ 10} 10{ 7.00 2&5)_ ..... 3.50! 20
1900.... 34| 34 7] 8115 :‘2)_ 7] 6|3 60_ 31.” 10|10 7.25 [5.25 |5.50 | 3.50} 20
1912.... '3! 51 6} 681, 15] 6] 6]30|50 28_ 75110 20 | 9.00 |5.75 [5.50 | 3.50] 22
’ 1913.... 6| 6]10[15}) 85| 42/ 30 {50 |60(1.00 10120 7.75(5.75 |5.50 | 3.50] 22
3.00-]
Sydney....... 1900..,.] 231 4| 8| 4]12]....] 6} 8§} 28 40160 |10] 8 ..... 4002350 ....] 2
1905, 23| 8| 8| 8|10 0| 5] @f2s | |e0]osjr0fr0] 1l 300 | 4.00| 2:50| 20
7.00°12 00-|
1909....| 34| 8] 8) 8|10 [10] 6] 6}30....]30]8 |10}10}|7.5 3.00]....|.....| 38
a 8- 23- 25~
W0...| 3| 4| 4f af12i12) 8} 838 |...| 4000 0] 8l750/300f400 ... 2
b -
1911.... ‘3 4] 8} S|{12138] 7 &) g_ 40 | 40 {1.05) 10 | 10 | 6.50 [3.50 | 4.50] 3.50| 20
1912.... ‘31 4] 8} oj10}j12| 7} 8 ;g 60 |40 |90 [ 10) 10| 7.25 |3.50 | 4£.00] 2.50{ 20
1913....1 31 ¢| 8] 510|310 8| 5|50 | 60|40 (1.20{ 10| 10 ] 8.28 |3.50 | 5.00{ 3.00{ 23
(s Flour, 5.95 per bbl.  (c) Flour 6.00 per bbl. () Flour, 85¢c. per bag of 25 lte.
. 35- :
Traro........[1900....] 31 8} 8] 8} 8| 8| 8| ¢ gg_ 40 |75 ]25]10]|8.00(4.00]3.08 2.00 2¢
50
() Plour 900 per 25 Ib bag. .
J .
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUE EXHIBIT
RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913.—Continued.

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS O

TQ THE Labowr Gazetie.

900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913

RRESPONDENTS

2,1

N DECEMBER L

000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CO!

IN LOCALITIES OF 10,

.m [ qadwug | e F T IFT ko et L W EEF -
a *jeo] Jo 1GBIM LU R PR
....... :
R T CLLLCE] CUREE
g | s | ;GG 2 soeszaa P izs=s
& | d o wwpemp | 2% = 2 =82 cnceaaa P ie =2 e s
- ; “ “Roomoea— =
== ~—a
& | amdqméng | 33 s%3 233 P 8 ] 8 A8 B R
_RBRANIS
wrb md g | TTOT T Se® ””MH““H ie e @@ -~
. . -a . o Semacna :
I [ oowp s pong | 22 1 B 883 _sRzaIan EXLLE
| worop md p N | T2 B 8 BHS camrong 2§ 8 R3383 B
_SR95S95S
qmdeandpl | XX 8 R 28K meaanas = 2 gi= 2 2
. sizanad
+qq #od *Aynenb pooB ‘qealf “YSLY bmm&7+u_. emm ”..r.o.Mw i e =
qp ad ‘poyoumn woq wowgl | TRREINI Toke =xRRR = 8
| T s = szdate = |
m |t sod muyesos ywouy wodn- e 202 dagx = maw 2 2
«qp 0d ‘woprenbpury woynp | ** = = e oomunne lododn nda 2 =
prrp——— L Rl Jio ¢ 1 12 8
[t d e ooy | 22 2 2 2= ecmenes « ododxdx = 2
L | qt 2 0q yuorg wop Sabs 2 922 i i akmbziete R 8]
. —— - . . . "
3 G g S Zes idgoss ssgscaz
g3 & § 55¢ §383253 R REERRE

.

LOCALITY.

Westville. ..

.

Parce Epwarp IsLaxp:—

Charlottetown . .......-.

(b) Cod.

12

14

18 | 14

6|20 ;24
7120128

7|22{3|25]2

x
12/15/% |2

b
12;13]30)28

12140 38

e -7 !

'(zoaoa sjm|sw|s|w] 3|t

i

1218

14 |18 w18

16 |36 js 16: 20 40 | 20

14
11

12

18
14

10

12

| )

20112
3

25| 12{10]14]16{18(325]als

*1911...

1912....

1913....

Nsw Brunswick:

{1900, ...

(¢) Cod.

(@) Halibut.

#1911 Prices taken for January 1912
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

- RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913.—Continued.

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES A8
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, CO

ON DECEMBER 12,1900, 1905, 1009, 1910, 1011, 1912 and 1913,
LLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labowr Gazetie.

Beet. - £
. Pork. "i' Eggs. Butter. | Cheese. | Bread.
£
; & slal 1 I
2laly |8 3£ 4|
£y Llgls 21312 i1 g |24
LOCALITY. Yar B | B ggiugsgsﬁl.
- L] - -
SEIELS I 352,9.-“;35
&1 Zlg|2lgldlely sl wleg B |y
: HEEHEHHEHAEHR BT EE
213 3 s1El21E12 ,_:E 1.
a:?:?aéaﬁziz ooasﬁ
14|10 1210118 a5} 15122 15'.0 21|25 i 2] 3%
16 | 12 14122012_10252072226 16| 21| 4
18127121414163_1835307203018 2] ¢
L
]l lmlieie|2z]|csio|ssfaf 7]2ajamy.17] 2|4
ab—
.2012..12101&25:18183528g_zsao..zo24
Jaol12]. w|16l2s|a6i20|25fs2) 7|82]38l.../20¢ 3] 4
J2l] 1816] 25| a7|20]|a5|35] s{30}3si..l18] 3|4
. Neweastle .o vvenniennene 1000...| tal10}....| 10| 10] 10]14]asf12]20 s|o0l...|
1905....010)....]....{....; 4| 13 | 16 ab | 14 | 25 61! 25 30_ 3| 4
1909....112]10] 8{12115}118} 18 gi20]as{3| 7|25]35 23 8%
1910....718 | 13) 8|14 ]16]| 17| 22 s|19(35 |3 712430 3 4
. }g{; 18{13}....]14}18]16]20 711713531 728|386 14 6
45t o oot e e S oo 43 (S R S R e O |
w3 toolel. jujis|18loalr0f18lao|as| 82238 20118 24
(@) Cod.
8t Joha..errennnn ceee|1900....1 18 | 12 w0l12]12{10]15] s]1a|s2]25]| 6|22]26]16] 18| 2} 34
mos,...-;:g_:a_l:_uun%_suunouuxoneuu
16~
1909....223_203_141515:2e?g_w,nvﬁ_nm..r4
mo....zzuxomwmzo7nmw1gwuuuu
- wo11....[ 22|12 f 2|15 1e] 18] 20 emig_as 7|30|as]w]...] uf &
mz....uunzumuzoumwgnuﬁmnuu
wis.. |2e|1a{14]18|20|18]2a| o{20fe0ls0]| s|azl3s|20}s0} 1} 8
NlAanvn'lo:noK...... 1900 14.2{10.0{ 7.5{10 7‘;1 0’106!52 13 5‘20 0|n7 l'llﬂ 7'2‘ D'l& OIMO 30
(‘ w . cres . o . ‘ ‘ R Bleane . , . ‘ 1 R ‘ R Pren .
to 1906, ...115.2!11.7] 9.012.0.13.5 u.z'n.:.... u.zin.olu.o c.s‘u,o'u.: 16.015.0....] 3.9
1909....[16.7012.3[ 7.0 u.vlu.v 14.:.1;.3.... 10.3|30.6'30.7 7.o‘n.alu.n7.z 16.7]....] 3.8
) 1910....119.0{13.0] 9.0(14.0,16.0 lo.a|n.a 19.8|WA0im.0 7.0'“.5 29.3(17.016.3}.... 4“4
1011....120.0112.3(11.0{14.0 ls.bls.zlzoJ u.z'w.oln.o 1.::u.c:u.u w‘s"xo.s.... .8
1912....{23.0{12.7|10.0; 10.0’15.3 15,7‘22.3 ....]20.0 40.8‘|32.3 7.830.636.0/21.620.0:.... 4.4
1913....]122.2{14.0|132. 14.l|l7.7 l7.0r24,1l.... l’.‘“.!rl.‘ IO;”J!’“.O 24.5'18.71.... 3




COST OF LIVING

-RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913.—Continued.

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1012 and 1913
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labour Gazetle.—Continued.

-
S| sugw. | T [4]3 E Coal Wood.
Ja| lalalalt 1k s
1 Elyle|Eis gi é XiEla(® |3 %

‘ flalelsla|35 |5 1555 |8z |s]nle |2 3
LOCALITY. Ym.i ¥ |- gj;% =-;g§ 3.§ A {g 3
<3 -

g k) g1, -5535‘=§‘=§.'§ ¥ 3 LY 4| & ¥
E] E ‘g = "“gh‘ = '§ = E] 3 €=
£34 Briacdmyla | g\ s |2 (58|52 B x|z
TEHAE R A H R A E
=] = -
= 2|E|S|IEE - B 16 |S[2|51a8)12 |8 | = S
Monetom .. ...[1900....] 38} 4| 4§ 9} 8 4113514035175 8| 8 .5.00{ 4.25 24
1905....] 3} 4 g_ 10} 9 538 453. 40751 8] 8 .5.25) 4.50 22
1909.... ‘Si 5j10{12 5{35|40j40]| 75|10} 10 5.25] 4.50 ....|] 28
wo....| 3 4| 8] 5|12 s{as|40]w{wiw0]10 5.25| 4.50 2
o | 3 4 8] 51 35140 |ew0fofwlwo 5.25) 5.00 a1
... 3 4f 5| 8|0 35{40(40 9]0} 10 .5.25 5.50 20
. 198....] 2 4} 43 7}10 sisoiso|oojrolo 5.75] 5.50 20
®) 2Bl bage. (D 196 Ib.
Newcastls .. ..{1000....[ 2} 3i 12 301....] 40 30
1905....] 24| 3. 8. 25(....1 40 cene
25-] 25—
1900....1 8} § 12 401 40 | 40 25
1910....1 4 & 13 30(....] 40 25
1911..../83 1 & 17 30!....140 b3
1912....]....] ...} P N cers
[ ]
1913....[ 8] ¢ 12 201.... 4011010110 6.00] .... 25
(6) Flour $5.75 pee bbl. of 196 () Mill wood, 50e. per load.
]
8t Joha......I1900....| 2] 8| 8| «[10].... 2 1012 7.005.00 [7.00 2%
L]
1905.,..] 28] 4} 8| 4| 10 25 1.05{ 10 {10 ] 6.25 |4.85 [8.00 2
25~ 6.50-{4.25- 8 00~
1000....] 31| ¢ §( 8112 35 1.00{ 10 | 10 | 6.75 |5.50 {9.00 1
1) 14~ 6.50- 8. 00—
1910....} ¢} &) 81} B} 13 35 1.35 10§ 12! 7.00 15.10 !9 00 20
» 7.00- 8. 00~
o1t....| 31| 4| o] sl w 1.50| 10 | 12 | 7.75 [5.10 [9.00 2
d 1.60] 9.00- 8. 00~
1012.... .3| 4 6| 6|12 40 1.80| 10 | 12| 8.75 §5.10 [9 00 2
8.00-
1913....) 34 4| 6| o 12 © wa.wjm 12 | .00 [5.50 [0.00 n
Prices quoted, #1900, Hard, 9.00; Boft, 4.00 sawed. Soft 4.50 sawed.
Averages for [ 1
Nuw Bavwswics .. [1900....| 2.6 4.010.0 9.0/ ¢ 5'45.0.32.5(78.7] 9.5/13.0 5.16] 5.42
8 Jocalition) g q l
190....} 3.1 66 9.5 93 out. 245.0.38.2'80.0] 9.510.0 5.36] 8.16
1900....] 3.3 812.0 s|10.8/10.0 4.87 5.08
1910....{ 3.8 5.0012.7 10.0] 9. 5.11 5.66
w11....] 3.8 s.olu.v 10.0{10.8 8.52 .00
3....| 4.2 oo‘nsn 3 10.0/10.7 Jules
1913....0 3.8 lu ki 10.0/10.8 5.94| 6.63
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102 . ' DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT
RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913.—Coniinued.
PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labowr Gazetie.
Beel. ;
Pork. = Eggn. Butter. | Cheese. | Bread.
—— .|« AT -
; 4 -3 X
ik B TEAAP S1sq .
Ely Ble|s SEIE P 5 4
LOCALITY. Ym.g‘égﬁ }ggaéggésig_
) A : - 4 1 . 2
iggggjg_;éiiui-g%gié
- . 5 ; R =
: AHHEHOHEEE B HE
£12 - 1 5 A
1314|218 ]= IEIELE HEHEIF
&= 3 s|E |8 2 E E 2| 815 g S|é|=|&
Quearci—
Hull.veiooonnnonennn.. 1900....| 10 18_ slwof1z|10]12 5—2 122520 6|2s|25|13f12] ¢ 2}
1
1905....] 123) 128] 8|10l 12 a3 128l 2520 e)23jo5 1312 4| 2
12-] 124 12-] 12| 15 8| 15- 27-
1909....} 15[ 15| 15| 1518 15[ 25 1320 35{28] 830|315 6| 3
16-
1910....) 14| 12]....} 10|17 ] 123! 20 lg_ 18|s0l28| 8|26(28]16[{20| 6] 32
/ -t
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IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labour Gazette.—Continued.
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

- - RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913.—Continued. -
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RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913.—Continued.
PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913

IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labowr Gazette.—Continued.

LOCALITY.
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(a) Flour 85¢-90c per 25 1b. bag.
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

i

RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913.—Contihued.

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX

COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER Y
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY COR.
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RESPONDENTS TO THE Labour Gazette.
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RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued.

- 107

- PRICES OF THIRTY SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1809, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labour Gazetie.—Continued.
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RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued.

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
. IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labour Gazelte.
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112....| 25 |18 123/ 15} 20 {1725 |20 1845 |38 | 7|20 (35|20 |20 14| 3
24| 16- 20- 10-| 18- 18-
ms.asxsuuuuzsnzowwaunwzo'ﬂ“

\

§ Taken from January, 1013




(¢) Bugar per $1.00, 16 and 18 Ibs.
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(8) Flour at from 70-80c per 25 1b. bag.
(6) Bugar 21-19 lbs. per $1.00




110 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued. -

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,

IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labowr Gazette.

.| Pork. % . Eggs. Butter. { Cheese. | Bread.
——1 |4 g
. £ sz —
dlalPlR) PR sl
& g £ = g —2- = g gy P
LOCALITY. ~| Yer [ | % £ 3 i'g'e‘gii
z ] Zlw E § 9 3 § E|lg| k|G
g_g 2lE| . "f._'vi"gﬁ‘%‘g!.n
d4° = = [3 - = - . =
HUEHEHHBERRHHEEEE
- AR A IR IERE AR
ZIE|EI2|2|3|8|215 8 |2|5|4|5|8|8|8|¢k
ommo:—t‘antinud o 10-
Chatham............... 1900....| 123] 10-] 124; 10 | 123} 15 123} 123] 18 520|101 14| 2
10- |
1905....| 124} 10 | 124{ 12 | 123] 18 {gg 18| 25. of25]....[16)15) 1] 2
- 1909. . 151112;}2_1310222_132035307253010..: s
1990....| 18 | 124 15 | 18 | 15 ...\ 25| 15/ 20 | 38 0| 728130 16[6]1y]| %
[
torn....| 18 | 15 |15 | 16 | 15 { 16 | 20 b15 | 15 | 35 | 30 7l2sl30 181613} 4
al
1912....| 20 | 15 | 18 | 15 | 18 | 14 | 24 015 | 17 | 38 30| 8|2s{2|Bl1B|13] ¢
1913....20 [ 15[ 18|20 | 25 [ 20| 26 |a10 | 18 | 35 slafszls{18|n| 3
Cobalt*......... s woo L. L e e
toos IR e e e
. N e e e e e O R A R L R
11.....| 20 | 124] 15| 20 | 16 | 18 2| 123 15| 30|38 | 10 30|35 |18]...[3]4
1912.... 22 | 128} 15 | 18 | 20 [ 18 | 22 i3 0[5 [32]10]...]3]|2] 3| 3
. 12- . -
1913....025 |16 | 15|20 |20 |18 | 24 | 14| 17 |00 |40 |12 ... |38 W )| 3)
3
(*) Taken for January, 1912. ~
Guelph.....ceeenveennns 1900....0 16 |10 )1 |128) 10| 8|13 |10f12|28 13| 5|16{20 14} 22 3
1905.... 18 | 124] 123) 15 | 123} 10 [ 17 | 12| ne {18 | 13| 5 20|15 028 3| %
1909.... 18 | 11|10 {124 17 |15 |22 |18 | 19 32 | 28| 622 )20 17].. 2 4
- 2%~ 15
mo....zouum;g_:snmnssso 1|z |wiofi7) 3] ¢
ml....zo{ii{glon{g_zzxswaaw HEIRIE IR ARIK
- 40-
A 1912....20}2_;;1618!820152046 7|3t{s|20|20] 3¢
- 16-
3., 25118 |25 |19 |2 |18 {2817 | 20147 [35] 7|30 2 20|20 3] 4
. > 8 o 10-| | 17- nle| |
Hamilton. .............. 1000....| 10| 8| 7| 8[10] 8|1010|11)25|20| 6 22 124124 2 | 2 P
- 22-1 13- 26~
1905....] 12| s olofizfto|1ztr2]12|2e|20| v {24 28} 12 2 |
1909. ... l§ 124/ 11 110 |18 ] 16 | 23 } 1241 1B | 45 |30} 71301 35 18‘.!?? i} ‘
1910 ... 17— 11-| 14-] 12- 104~ 42-1 30~
1910. ... :g }(4}_ 18 }g_ 18 .}g_ 25 {20118 |45 32 71303312 (15|14 34
- 45~ 30-
1911....201215?3_15uxsuusossanuwmuu
45-] 32- 33- L=
1912 .18 | 124 185 |20 { 19 | 16 §{ 22 | 18 18|50 35 8325 %12 ;0 1} 3
13- 15-] 18- i 50-! 35~ 30-' 33~ 20~ 18
_ 1913....] 22 116 | 18 |20 |2 |2 (23 |15 |18 |0 | 0| 8 uiuin‘m Wi
(6) Herring.  (b) Whitefish,
-
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COST OF LIVING
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RETAIL PRICES, CAN‘ADA, 1900-1913—Continued.

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES A8 ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labour Gozete.—Continued.

5| gugar. | Tea |23 ; Coal. { Wood.
> T s ] -
E ElglelElz 1, 1eslg 15T 1= 12 ° | %
: s N E g la, e sleigl8 13 g
LOCALITY. | Year. 55533 Eéi ;g; E_E.E ALK E g
2 < 2 s g s . . " <
gsggégéé’gé%é%ﬁﬁ Eeggé <2 Bl %y
] 259gl6S8 Bl 8 SERE g s
MHHUAN vt 111 | 2| 1
= 815 ]2 &
Blzlgl8|5|2lE g la g |32|5(al3 |3|2|3|3
OnTaR10:—Conid. 25 25
Chatham ..... 1000....| 2| 33| 5| s[10)10)54}5 |40 40} 10| 9)7.0003.75 4.75 s.00 | 18
' lisos....| 21 5| 4|10 10|54 |8 40|40 whsoof o 7.00 {¢.00 [4.75 [3.00 | 18
00| 3| 4| 7| «|s2b12|s8]s |30]30 30 [1.00/10]| 8[7.00[..... 8.0 )..... 15
1910. 2 3| 7| 5]..J10 |85 |s0|40)40{50 108 7.25 [5.00 [5.00 [3.50 | 10
1911 2| 4| 5| 8|...]12)8) |5 |35]30 4016010 8|725(500 500 ... 15
1912 si| 4| 8| 5|u2i.... 63| 34e| 35|35 40 a8 10} slooofsas|....|. ... 15
03 te3| &) 5| 5124|125 61 |40 (30|35 1250 10] 6|8.00525).....[.... 15
Cobalt....... lio00. .
1908, . .-
1910,
1911 s 5| 5) stz 7 e3) 25|25 30 |1.50] 10
1912. s 5| 8| 6|13 |15] 61 51} 30| 3040120 10
1913 sil 5| ef 5{10[13] e} 54| 30|30 45135 10
75 35 25 “
Guelph .. ..... to00....| 2} 3| 8| 5| ¢}10] 6] 540]40 40 78{10| 8575 4.00 5.00 3.50 | 23
1905...0 21 4| 8 6| 4|10 5] 4| w40 40|e0|10] 8 7.005.008.00500]32
25-1 25-| 25- |
woo..| 3|l s3] 5| 8| 8|w| & s[4 4 70| 10| 8/70050087/..]|20
25| 25-| 25— '
wi0....] 210 4| 8] 810/ 10] 6] 84 3050 40 60| 10| 8! 700550 (800(5.50] 18
i a3 4] 8| sl 7 640 ;(;_ 0140 10| 8 7.25 lMo 8.00 5.00 | 18
toz...Je3 | 4| 8| sl 7] 640 ;g_ 1 11.25) 10 -8 800 lMo 8.00 15.00 | 18
25-] 25-| 25
ms....‘-x eb sl 2l )il o] sajaoje0lsoirioi ol 8]7.50 '.s‘so 8.50 5.50 | 18
i
: o] 25 28] 6s- l
Hamilton ... (1900....| 3 4| 8| 3 910} 8) &) 8080 |40 0{10] 6 uola.oo 8.00(7.00 | 14
w5 | 3| «| 8| n 9jro] 8| waleojeo s izs[0l 6675500 800(7.00]|15
we L 3} ) s Bl sl ej Bl sl0idiwiTgs 8{6.75 )5.50 7.00 |..... 18
35 | 35-
wio. tast al 8] 8l... 10| 8] sij40|40|40|s0| 8| 8]6.75350 7.00 550 |18
10-| 6 25-| 25-| 30- 325
i tes| e 8| s|12|12| 7| e/ %0 40 |41 60 10| 8]7.003.75 8.00 6.00 |18
13-} 64 25-| 25-1 30- 1.15 ! : ;
w2 Jes| ol o] salaalis| 7| ealanidoin y2sit0! 81800 600 900 700118
13- 25-| 25-{ 30-'1.10l |
913, a3 | | 8¢ sl 13|15 | 8| 41401 40|40 12011048 7% 600 j10.008.00 18

(@) Flour at from 70-80c. per 35 1b. bag.




112 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT -

. RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued. \

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1010, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labowr Gazetle.

Bed. ;
Pork. A Egps. Butter. | Cheese. | Bread.
— |2 .| B _ —
. 8 1= g 21 5 :
214 . .. S0
£ Elg|4 & q14|¢ g |= (=
LOCALITY. Yar | § ggi };Eisgegsii
~§§s§.§’.ﬁ RN EEHEE
2|5 |£ 3 Slslglals]s
:gggggggﬁifia&i.gzi
AHAHHE IHAHHEHEUHHHE
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Oxraro:-Continued 10 s
Kingston .. ev.veeeneen - 1w0.....| 12 7|0 010 2|13 2| 6|0|niuiulsly
wo5.... |12} 8| 7|10(s0(10 |t6).... 1 32| 6|22 ft01s| 2} B,
' 1009.... 124 10| 81015 |16 |20 2418 45|28 | 62| iH|.. 3] B
0....{....|13| 1015|1816 20| 1218|327 | 6]|...|2}16]13| 3] &
91....) 20 | 15| 10 {16 | 15 |18 | 23 | 123 18 | 50 130 | 625 3015 (133 4
wiz....[20 | 15101517 |15 |22 |128] 17|35 7. {18 3] 4
N 20~ 45— 30~
1913....20 |15 {10 [ 15 {20 | 18 | 22 | 123 17 | 50 7 Bi0(18) 8|4
Loodon . ....veeereenee woo....|123) 8| 8] 8|10|w0j3|r0f13[2|18] 6| 2|sf{|12]| 2|
’ 1905.... 16 | 10 |13 | 16 | 15| 16 |17 {13 | 13 28 | 20| 8|28 |27 7| 18| nf 2
. 1909....[ 18 |12 {15 | 15|18 18 {22 |18 1028 |25| 6| [a0fuel...] 1| &
0.0 18|12 |15 | 15] 15| 18] 20|15 |18 |35 |30 | 6|20 |30 [20|16] 1] ¢
worn....|18 {12} 15 {15 | 15|20 |20 | 15|16 40|30 | ]2 | {20 18] 1| 8
wi2....f22 |15z {s]sisllisis|a|o0| 7]0jaufo|1s| iy 4
193203025 | 17 |18 {20 {2020 |26 |18 |18 |50 |40 | 7 30|33 |2 |19 1} ¢
Niagana Falls ... 1900.... 150 oftwofiz|13]....l8{10|13|25f2] s 2 [20/15
w050 18012 iz fae |10l 22 |l 15 (30]25] 6 30| 20|18
. © ieos.... 1810112 [17]18] 10 AR RN RAE JEN U I T
w0....| 181015 |0 | 2016|3812 |20 4635 | 7 30 |2|m]1e] nyl 4
o11....[20 | 124 16 [ 18 [ 18 | 16 [ 25| 15 {20 {40 {35 | 8 {31 |33 |20[17]| 1| 4
912.... 28 | 15|15 {20 |20 16 [ 25 |16 |20 {45 |35 | 8 32|37 |25|18| 1| «
m3....[28 |15 (20 |23 | 25|18 28|18 [20as|....| 8|30 2|2 20| n| 4
Orillia ..o ........ cereedioon L1l 8]0l 0] i 2] salio] sl us] 8]0 3| 3
1906....| 15| 10 | 10 {12 | 123 12 [ 18 {....| 16 |27 | 25| & | 24 HEH
12§~
\ w20\ M5 |15 15 (16 |22 12|10 38 0| 7|amfas) . |ur] 8] u
Wiz 20|16 |18 |15 10| 28| 124 18 |33 | 28 siw|is]|..|s|n
wis....[ 26 (17 )18 |18 | 18 28 (14|20 )45 |38| 8|2s|[20/18] 3| &
1 Jan. 1912 prices. - .
) < - .




COST OF LIVING

RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued.

PRICES OF ;l‘HIRTYSIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1903, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labowr Gazette.—Continued. *

113

£ | Suear. | T |83 E Coal Wood.
8 F-R ] ] i !. g > - —
AABORE A2 HE NN
g g 5 [22|4 B g 8
LOCALITY. Ym.§§.§§§"§°3”§—'=.i'§§:§s.§ 3
.g ‘& g. .g E.E..gg-g 'g S -§ i‘g g‘j 2 ]
Es.vs‘ggﬁ;sfg;-’gg% 2 S8 3| Bl&
HHHHHH SRR BB
A > 2 A S1E3| 21-
- g x 8 j a N ER = 3 £33
g2l 5233§§§£;§5 23| 3|3
Ontario:~—Contd.
. 25| 25 .
Kingaton.....[1900....1 3| 4| 5| §(10] 7| 4} 4|30|30/30 75 10| 78550450500 3.8 | 20
' 1905....0 8| 4| 5| s]10] 7| 5| «|30{30|301.00 10| 7]6.5 500 7.00 450120
1909.... 4] 5| 5] of10] 6| 5{30]25[30{4]10] 8|7.00i5.00[8.00]..... 15
10- 30~ 10-| 8- 18-
1910....] 33 &§| 8| 8|12 |13 64| 5|35} 3 438_&5 13|10} 7.00 [6.25 |7.00 (4.50 | 20
1911....7 8| 8] B} 5|2 (13| 6} 5|35]35(40(1.50 10| 8 ; 7.00 [6.25,7.00 (4.50 [ 18
wg....] 34| 5] 8| e 124] 123) e4] 5435|3540 |90 ) 10| 8] 7.75 5.50 |7.00 500 | 15
193....] 3| 5] 8| 6 121] 121] 6a| 53| 35|36 40 {110, 10] 8] 7.75 |5.50 [7.00 {5.00 | 15
Loadoa. ...... 1900....| 2| 28] 8} ¢ 510|585 |48 25|25|40[36]{10] 7} ¢.00|5.00(5.09!300]15
105....| 21| | 8] s)..[10]|58!5 J25|25]|40]1.0020] 7] 7.006.00(6.00 400]15
30-| 30 50-] 5. 25—
woe...| uf 8| 7| 8| 0f0]e 0404065101070 145008.50.....| 15
10....] 8|.8] 5| 5|13]12{s8|s |s0]|20|s0|B|10] 7 zl&am 8.00 |6.00 | 15
win....] 8| 8] 8] s1....] 15163 |514[30 30|40 te010] 8 ;ﬁosg_oioo 8.00 [6.00 | 15
‘ wi2....| 31 8] 8] 7|....|13] 5852 |30 |30 |40lt3010] 8|7501)650 |s00's00}]1s
19m3....] 8f{ &§| 6§ 6}....]13158 |5 [30(30)4011.10{/10] 8| 8.00 16.50 {8.00 {6.00 | 17 -
Nisgars Fatle 1900_...| 21! 33! 8| 4] 10/ 10 syl s |as|2s]as|7s |zl slss0leco].... e 20
1905....0 2% 3% 8| 5112410} 54 8| 25125125 11.00{ 124 10] 6.25 4.00 |.....{..... 20
1900....1 31| 8| 8| 8 710 8 4130|2035 %0} 10] 8 625100 00].... 20
1910....| 3 8] 8| 8l... /10| 8} 8|50/ 50| 40|00 |10] 8]60040070 500 30
9U....| 20 8| 8| 81124 10| 61 8} 30| 0|40 1165 10| 8]6.25 4.50|7.00 5.00 | 20
1912....1a3 ) 4] &) 9j....]10] &} 358_ .;g_ 28 1.35 10| 8} 7.00 [5.00 :7.00 5.00 | 20
1913....0l6 28] 41 8| 7|....[ 13| 84 B[ 5050 |28 '1.35/ 1310 6.75 16.00 |[7.00 6,(!). 18
— i 0 15~
Orillia.........|1%00....| 2 2z 8. oo B st |00l T 5.00 350 20
1905....| 21 24| 8 1. 10} ey 54 25| W0 g- 10 {5-6 | 7.25 (5.25 [4.73 |12.50} ....
wie.. ... L FOUN TR N TR FUN CTOPUN AN PO Faee .
10- 25 w}
.. 8| % s{12p15]| 7] o 2540 (1.50{ 10| 7| 7.50 (5.50 [6.00 |3.50] 25
... 3] W 12|10] 83| 8| |2 {w/|o0{10] 7|87 (s.00[7.5 [5.50f 13-
0
w13....0e 21| 3 slia|12 8] s{ 0 || n.ml 10§ 77270800 {875 |4.50 1

(s) Flour at 70c-80c the 25 Ib. bag.



114 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

- RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued.

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labowr Gazelle.
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116 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

- . RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued.

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labour Gazetis.
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COST OF LIVING

RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued.

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labour Gazette.—Continued.
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PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labour Gazette.
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120 . DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued.

PRICES 01; THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1912 and 1913,
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labour Gassite.
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RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued.
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" RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued.
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,RETAILVPRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913—Continued.

PRICES OF THIRTY-SIX COMMODITIES AS ON DECEMBER 12, 1900, 1905, 1909, 1910, 1911, 1913 and 1913.
IN LOCALITIES OF 10,000 AND OVER, COLLECTED BY CORRESPONDENTS TO THE Labowr Gatetie.
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130 DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR EXHIBIT

' APPENDIX A. PRICES OF CLOTHING.

It is difficult to measure changes in the price of clothing to the consumer
on account of the lack of standardization both in finished product and materials.
From the wholesale list of Chapter I it would appear that the advance in raw
wool and woollens (the latter including yarn, underwear and beaver cloth) since
1900 has been about 27 per cent; in raw cotton and cottons (the latter including
gray cotton, woven ecoloured fabrics, and prints) 35 per cent; and in leather 40
per cent. In raw silks there has been a decline of about 11 per cent. The three
lines of boots and shoes quoted at wholesale have gone up about 50 per cent.
To these data the accompanying tables showing (1) retail prices and costs of
custom-made clothing in Ottawa, (2) manufacturers’ prices and costs of ready-.
made clothing at Montreal, (3) manufacturers’ prices and costs of boots and
shoes in Quebec may be added. The per cent increases shown by the figures are
added in the tables 8o that their significance may be readily seen. :

(I) RETAIL PRICES AND COSTS OF BTANDARD CUSTOM-MADE TWBED OR SERGE 8UIT,
OTTAWA, 1800-1000.

COSTS.
Materials. Wages.
. Selling :
Year. Price. Labour
. i Cost. Rent. Pereentage
Weekly rates of wages. of of of
Bellwarp Scotch making store general
serge tweed suit (per overhead
laid laid anoum.) eharges.
down, down. Men Men
taiiors. cutters.
Yard. Yard.
1890, .....ovvvenn. $20-25 $2.10 $2.00 $10 $20-25 $5.00 $1,000 10
1900. .. ......0nnen 22-28 2.35 2.10 15 25.30 6.00 1,500 15
1918, ...c00icecen- 25-33 2.75 2.25 20-25 30.40 7.80 3,000 2%
Ine. %, 1900-1913.. 18 17 - o7 200 n 25 100 33

Nore:—The firm supplying the above has observed a growing tendency to demand mose and better clothes and more
© up-to-date fashions than previously.
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(1I) MANUFACTURERS SELLING PRICES AND COSTS OF READY-MADE CLOTHING AT
MONTREAL, 1900-1913. ’

L]
OVERCOKTS. ' SUITS. -
" YEAR
Beaver. | Melton. | Friese. Serge. Serge. Tweed. - Fine
Worsted.
1900, . eeeeeeineeians ] s150 | s150 | srs0 |sr.00 | s1000 | ss.00 | $10.00
1005, uenennens e eeees 8.50 8.50 8.50 7.50 11.00 7.25 11.00
1018....... e reieeeeaean . 10.00 10.00 10.00 8.50 12.50 8.00 12.50
Ino. %, 1900-13.......... U I 33 33 21 25 1 33 25
(2) Costs—(a) Materials.
OVERCOATS. SUITS.
YEAR. —
Beaver. Melton. Friese. Serge. Serge. Tweed. Fine -
Worsted.
1000, .o\ te e eninenenrerenes s 85 | s.85 | s.00 |3 S| "% T 1% Gl%s
1005, ..\ teeetee e 1.00 1.00 1.00 326 41 2 2 s
1013, 1.10 1.10 110 | 3 44 25 4 6
Ine. %, 1900-13 .............. 20 20 22 38 18 2 2
LININGS.
YEAR. '
. Body Lining. Sleeve Lining. Canvna Lining.
1900........c....n. e s 4 %
L T 1 s 4
L T s 13 ° 5 o
Ino. %, 1900-13...... eveeatens 50 29 o7
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(b) Wages and Hours.*

R WAGES.
- Hours
YEAR. per - . Machine hands. Hand Sewers.
week. .
Cutters | Pressers
Male. Female, Male. Female.
] $ s s ] $
12-14 8~10 9-12 3.50- 6 810 ] 3.50- 6
14-15 12-14 13-13 6 8 12-14 68
18-20 15-20 15-25 10-12 15-20 10-12
46 o4 90 132 94 132

N

Note.~The firm supplying the sbove dsts has siated that the demand is now for better goods, wider ,
ranges of choice, and more frequent changes in style. The most important increase in costs has been
under the heading of wages, but labour efficiency is improving.

(II). BOOTS AND SHOES; BTANDARD LINES, MANUFACTURERS' PRICES AND COSTS AT

. QUEBEC, 1897-1914.
Men’s Welts.
- COSTS.
Selling
YEAR. Price.
Material
and Wages cost Factory Royalty. .
Lea Cost. :
$ $ ] s
1897 . .ottt eaae 1.90 1.23 .37 .00 .04
1907 . ieieniiannenn. e 2.35 1.46 47 32 .05
73T SO * 268 - 1.58 .62 4 .08
Inc. %, 1807-1014. .... eerreaan ’ 39 28 67 88 80
M ’
*Other dats with regard to wages and hours in ready-made clothing establishments will be found is
Rection (4), beginning at page 417.
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Men’s McKay. .
COSTS.
Selling
YEAR. Price.
Material
and Wages cost Factory Royalty.
Lea Cost.
3 s 3 i ] s
1. SN 1.60 1.09 .28 .08
1007 oot evneriieaenmnnanaans 2.00 1.30 .38 A1 .01
190400 .0a.n e . 2.25 1.40 49 .12 .01
Ine. %, 1897-1914 ......oounnn. 40 28 75 50 %
-~
‘Women’s Welts.
COSTS.
Selling
YEAR. Price.,
Material
and Wages cost Factory Royalty.
Lea Cost.
s s s s ]
1807, st s e iieeerrnnnanaeeeanen 1.50 .90 .35 .08 .03
11 S 1.85 1.05 .46 .10 .04
11 U SO 2.20 1.22 .61 .12 .08
Inc. %, 1897-1014..........out. 46 35 [/ 50 67
Women’s McKay.
COSTS.
Selling
YEAR. Price.
. Material .
and Wages cost Factory Royalty.
Lea Cost.
s s s s s
87........... Ceerrieaeeans 1.28 . .26 .07
wo7......... veeeenans 1.88 KT .36 .08 .01
04, ..., errerereeaas . 1.90 1.14 47 .10 .01
Toc. €, 1897-1014. ..covnnnenn. 52 “ 80 3
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'WHOLESALE AND RETAIL Prices oF Foops (27 ARTICLEs) AND FUEL AND
_ LicaTING (3 ARrTICLES), CANADA, 1900—1913.
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APPENDIX B. WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES, CANADA, 1900-1913,
COMPARED.

_The foregoing sections enable comparison in a general way to be made of
the wholesale and retail price movements. The general wholesale index number,
for example, shows a rise of about 25% between 1900 and 1913, while the retail
number shows one of 33%. It is obviously unsatisfactory, however to regard
such a comparison as final,—a comparison, that is, of findings based in the one
case (wholesale) on 272 articles selected from the whole field of commerce, and
in the other (retail) on 36 articles restricted to foods and fuel. As it is of im-
portance to know with reasonable definiteness whether the retail trader in house-
hold necessaries has merely followed the wholesale market in recent years or has
added an impetus of his own, some further examination of the figures is called
for. .

Of the 36 articles covered in the investigation inte retail prices, four (hard
wood and soft wood, as fuel, old cheese and black tea) are unrepresented in the
wholesale list, and the fish prices are not comparable. For the rest, the whole-
sale prices of the same or approximately the same commodities are avalhble )
that a general companson on the same basis is possible. In the table on pages
138-140 the two sets of prices for each of these articles (omitting laundry starch)

. are assembled side by side so as to-enable comparison of the trend as between

the two to be made at a glance. Thus the course of beef, hindquarters, wholesale,
at Toronto is shown side by side with that of the average price of sirloin steak,
at retail in fifty-seven cities. Beef, forequarters, at wholesale, is similarly com-
pared with medium chuck roasting beef at retail, and so on. A summary index
number has been worked out for all the food stuffs, and for the fuel and lighting
group, as well as for the list as & whole. These summary index numbers have
been weighted to represent the relative importance of the several articles in con-
sumption, each unit in the weight representing roughly 10e. expendlture
weekly.® Charts have been made of the final results.

On the whole the advance in Tetail prices has not been so pronounced as in
wholesale. This is in accordance with the usual experience, namely, that retail
prices follow wholesale somewhat slowly and are not subject to violent variation

*The weighta used are as follows:— ~

These wﬁ.hu;m derived by rough caleulation from the budget quantities shown in the table appearing on
page 75.

’ I
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WHOLESALE AND BETAIL Prices oF 27 Foops, Canapa, 1900—1913,
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.either up or down. For the whole list, wholesale prices have gone up 46.1 per
cent since 1900, and retail prices by 40.2 per cent. For the list of 27 foods alone,
the advance is 50.8 per cent in the case of wholesale and 42.3 per cent in the
case of retail prices. A few cases may be noticed in the table in which retail
prices have advanced more rapidly than wholesale. Sirloin steak, retail, has
apparently advanced a little more than hindquarters at wholesale. On the other
band chuck roasting beef at retail has not gone up as fast as forequarters at
wholesale, possibly because of the fact that poorer qualities of meats have been
less in demand. Packed eggs seem to have gone up faster at retail than at
wholesale, but this may be due to uncertainty in the statistics resulting from
the fact that.-this commodity is on the market at varying intervals. It must be
remembered throughout that the wholesale prices are averages for the year
whereas the retail are December prices.*

*On the subject of wholesale as compared with retail prices and the difficulty of securing adequate
dats therefor, Mr. R. H. Hooker (Journsl of the Roysl Statistical Bociety, Dec., 1911, p. 85) offers the
following table and observations, which permit a wider view of recent conditions:—

COMPARISON OF WHOLESALE AND RETAIL FOOD-PRICES.
(Base 1895-1904=100.)

United Kingdom Franee. Germany. United States
Year. | Whole- | Retail Retail Retail | Whole- | Retail
sale Whole- Whole- | (Board sale (Board
(Board | (Board | Sale, sule of (Bureau of
of of (Hooker)| Trade.) of Trade.)
Trade.) | Trade.) (o)) (In am av (42] Labour)
109 107 110 101 110 108
112 108 113 108 119 114
110 113 112 104 113 102
104 107 109 a8 100 107
103 100 109 104 101 )
99 100 104 102 o4 92 28
9 97 102 29 88 82 23
102 97 104 96 93 88 o4
101 103 105 101 102 o4 96
102 104 107 103 100 o8 o7
102 101 104 98 102 104 99
102 103 101 98 103 106 102
28 2 89 100 101 13 108
99 97 91 102 108 109 107
93 28 94 102 108 111 110
8’8 28 88 107 113 112 111
92 99 868 107 115 114 114
o8 % | @0 12 121 121 18
29 103 a1 . 114 13 123
] 108 90 108 125 127
EETTRS R 3 Ut S SRS § F S UGN P P 96 114 128 131
1§ DU P NN 110

(I)—Import value: same scommoditics as (1) and (I1D).
(11)—Aasistance publique.
(11 )—FE.conomat.
(IV)—Normal expenditure of a working-class family.
(V)—Idem, without sugar and wine; () and (1) inelude coal and lamn-oil in addition to food.

“I have ventured to mske & comparison between the wholesale prices of food in the ecountry, as
sacertained above, and these retail prices, aithough, of course, the compserison ia largely vitiated by the
commqdities not being really the same, nor weighted in the same manner. Very little reliance can accord-
ingly be pisced upon the result. 4 priori, we should expect the curve of retail prices to be, upon the
whole, distinctly smoother than that of wholeasls prices: and this is spparently the case st New York,
whereas the British series show very little differrnce between the two. The figures suggest that the retail
index-number has risen somewhat more than the wholesale in recent years in this country, which is

Footnote continurd on page 140,

w
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INDEX NUMBERS OF PRICES, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, 1900-1913.

AN
X 1900 | 1905 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913
- A
FOODS:—~
Hindquarters, wholesale............. 100 84.0| 118.9; 144.9] 140.4] 163.8]| 162.5
BEEP...cieirennn
Sirloin steak, retail................. 100 | 111.8] 123.9] 138.2| 139.6| 158.0f 171.3
: Forequarters, wholesale. . ........... 100 | 108.9| 126.8] 161.8| 150.9| 172.6[ 235.6
BeEr...........
Chuck roast, retail.................. 100 | 125.5]| 120.4] 130.6] 136.7] 150.0| 163.1
. { Dressed, wholesale. ................. 100 | 101.0} 115.8] 125,31 121.8} 126.2] 143.0
VEAL...cvvninen- P .
Roast, forequarters, retail. . ......... 100 | 113.0) 116.0] 127.0} 138.0] 153.0| 167.0
Dressed, wholesale. ................. 100 | 146.5] 152.1] 140.3| 130.6] 143.3| 160.6
MoTTOX. . ... ..
Roast, leg. retail . .................. 100 { 103.3{ 123.8] 142.3| 141.5] 153.3{ 162.7
Dressed hogs, wholesale. . ... L, 100 | 121.2§ 148.9| 166.0{ 136.8] 156.4| 185.1
Pork, Fresu. . ...
. Roast, ham, retail . ................. 100 | 106.5) 133.3| 139.8] 136.5| 151.2| 166.6
) Mess, wholesale. ................... 100 | 110.5| 141.9] 162.6| 1290.7] 142.2| 164.7
Porx, Bave. .,
: Mesa, retail..........o.0.. ... w.een.] 100 | 114.6] 147.7| 149.5] 144.0) 153°2] 167.8
' e Breakfast, wholesale. ............... 100 | 1217.5| 127.6| 165.4| 130.9] 138.4| 160.6
Bacon....... e e -
' Breakfast, retail.................... 100 | 115.6| 142.8| 157.7| 146.7| 138.9{ 168.8
{Pure.whole-alc .................... 100 | 100.1] 149.8| 185.3] 121.6] 144.6] 154.3
LARD..cvorerenns
Pure,retail . ....................... 100 | 107.6] 146.5) 148.8] 128.9| 144.2| 140.4
. {Fruh,wholc&n.le .................... 100 | 121.3{ 150.9] 152.6] 135.1| 184.4| 199.9
Eags......... L.
Fresh, retail....................... 100 | 116.7( 162.6{ 173.9| 177.8| 182.8| 192 2
{Pncked, wholesale.................. 100 | 123.3] 164.9| 161.6| 151.0] 183.6] 173.7
EGos.......ouu-. X
Packed, vetail...................... 100 | 115.8] 157.4] 158.4| 163.8] 175.3] 185.1
M {Whole-alo ..... Petrseenesrircnnaran 100 | 100.5; 114.5) 110.4} 126.3] 139.7] 141.4
(17 SR , .
Retail,....coivinnniiacennncinnnnnn 100 | 108.3] 124.6] 132.8| 137.8] 147.5( 140.1
Creamery, solids, wholesale..........1 100 | 102.0{ 114.0{ 119.4| 113.0| 181.0{ 133.7 ’
Burrsm.......... .
Creamery prints, retail.. ... Maeeiienn 100 | 108.6[ 125.5] 125.5/ 136.8; 145.1] 138.8
Dairy, prints, wholesale.....,....... 100 | 112.9| 121.8] 127.4] 1257} 155.4] 145.4 1
. Dairy solids, retail.................. 100 | 111.8] 121.7| 120 3| 132.1} 144.8] 135.7
99.9] 107.6] 113.5] 112.2] 124.1{ 114.0
109.3} 110.5] 113.0{ 124.2{ 131.0 124.2
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INDEX NUMBERS OF PRICES, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, 1900-1913. —Continued. !
1900 | 1005 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 { 1912 | 1913
FOODS:—Continued. \
Plain, white, wholesale...........cc. 100 } 144 .2 155.7] 153.8| 145:5| 143.9] 152.3
BREAD....ccavne . .
Plain, white, retail . svvoerenaenanns 100 | 105.4] 118.8] 116.2] 118.8] 116.2| 116.2
- Family, wholesale. ...oovvnneennr-e- 100 | 131.1 143.1] 137.2| 124 8| 131.9| 127.9
FLOUB.....cune . - : .
Family, retail. ..., heeeeeaearaanees 100 | 112.0| 128.0] 132.0} 136.0] 136.0} 132.0
R -
: Standard, wholesale,.cocoieennvanes 100 { 144.0] 80.7] 69.6] 73.0| 76.2| 6€9.6
OATMEAL. ... ... i
Rolled Oats, retail. ..ooiuieruaensees 100 | 108.3| 119.4] 113.9] 122.2] 125.0] 119.4
Patos, wholesale. . ..oovvveininnness 100 [ 107.7| 115.3} 117.0{ 121.8| 118.0| 131.6
- | Medium, retail.ceenerenneelenerens. 100 | 101.9] 103.8} 101.9| 105.7] 103.8] 1115
Handpicked, wholesale.............. 100 | 103.6] 131.1] 141.4, 125.3| 170.3; 147.8
BEANS........ ves $
Handpicked, retail........ eeanaenes 100 | 109.3} 125.6] 127.9] 125.6( 141.8] 134.8
X Evaporated, wholesale. . .... e 10! e1.cl 62.8] 53.2\ 87.8 96.6| 88.0
PPLEB....-o:uaae
Evaporated, retail. ..oooeeaeiane... 100 { 77.7 115.1] 122.2] 135.3| 131.3] 125.3
: Medium, wholesale. ..oveeecanersne.| 100 § 75.0f 112.5( 95.4} 122.7] 136.4| 115.9
PRUNES........ne
| Medium, retail....ocoevaéererecece ] 100 | 83.4 85.2 94.7| 108.7{ 108.7} 106.0
*{ Granulated, wholesale..........c.c . 100 | 110.7] 100.4{ 183.8| 108.9| 113.2] 97.9
SUGAR. .. iennnas -
Granulated, retail . . .ccoovncrnsenses 100 101.3J 105.5! 102.9] 127.7] 116.6{ 101.8
Yellow, wholesale............. [ 100 | 109.9{ 105.9] 100.8| 110.5] 115.3] 98.0
BUGAR. .uiiiynen
Yellow,retail . ... ..ocoieneniainnnn 100 | 98.0| 100.¢] 106.0} 124.0] 118.0{ 108.0
T {Green..hpnn.vholeulc ......... ....1 100 { 100.2] 134.7| 133.0f 131.5| 132.3] 139.7
BA.c¢roccccecnas
Green, Japan, retail. oo o ovneeannns- 100 | 99.1] 104.2] 105.1] 107.4] 106.0} 108.5
: Rio, wholesale. .. ... rrecieeenaens 100 | 104.1] 86.9] 124.0] 183.2} 218 8| 180.4
Corree..........
. Medium, retail .. ....oiiiiiniiienns 100 | 101.4] 91.6] 104.3] 104.3| 109.5] 108.9
Wholesale. . ....ovvvencrusrnonnanes 100 | 186.9] 201.7| 194.3| 306.9| 347.1] 201.4
Poraross........ *
Retail...... e e 100 | 116.1] 113.5| 122.3} 105.4] 152.5| 153.1
. .
White wine, wholesale............... 10 | 87.5) 71.8] 75.5| 68.7] 75.0] 75.0
VINEGAR......... -
White wine, Tetail . . .oovernennnen ...] 100 } 100.8| 100.0] 100.8] 102.6] 105.&| 10¢.1
Wholeaale. .. oovvvreceernsanrovecns 100 | n1s.1f 132.2] 140.9] 141.2| 158 2] 150 &°
Aw Foovs.......
Retail, .ovvevnrenrniesennnnensrenns 100 | 100.4] 124 8] 120 8} 138 8| 143 2] 143.3
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INDEX NUMBERS OF PRICES, WHOLESALE AND RETAIL, 1900-1913.—Concluded.

1900 | 1905 | 1909 | 1910 | 1911 | 1912 | 1913
FUEL AND LIGHTING:— "
Co Anthracite, wholesale. .............. 100 | 115.7} 113.8] 122.7] 127 4] 127.4} 135.1
AL e iinnenn. )
Anthracite, retail................... 100 1 114.4] 120.7) 119.0] 115.7} 140.7] 134.5
Co Bituminous, wholesale. ............. 100 | 105.2} 115.7| 124.5] 122.8{ 123.7] 124.5
AL..veiernnnn. : .

. Bituminous, retail . ................. 100 } 103.6| 117.6| 122.4] 116.6| 129.2| 101.9
Canadian, wholesale. . .............. 100 | 108.3] 103.3| 87.7| 81.4| 90.5| 102.2

CosL Onp........ ) )
Canadian, retail.................... 100 | 102.0/100.4 | 99.1 | 96.6] 99.1] 99.1
. Wholesale. .............ccovvnnnnn. 100 | 116.6| 128.5| 136.1| 137.2] 149.0{ 146.1
""""""" Retail...............ceoeennnnee..] 100 | 109.8[ 123.2] 120.0| 135.4] 141.3] 140.2

)

(Footnote concluded from p. 137.)

contrary to theoretical anticipation; this conclusion is quite illusory, #nd merely due to the selection of
the standard. Ip the United States the retail curve is much the smoother, hot falling so low ss the
wholesale in 1896-87, and lagging behind in 1907. Moreover, the different plan on which the wholessle
and retail index numbers have been formed is quite sufficient to account for very considerable varistions.
All that can safely be said here is, I think, that since 1895 retail prices of food have risem as much as
wholesale in this country, but that in the United Btates they appear to have Iagged bebind until 1907.

“Reverting now to the French wholesale and retail prices, quoted in the “Salaires et cofit de lexis-
tence,”” these show an index number for eight articles of food (bread or fiour, butter, cheese, potatoes,
rice, oil-for food, wine, sugar,—the absence of meat is noticeable), plus coal and lighting-oil, first at
import values (wholesale prices); secondly, contract prices paid by the “Assistance publique,” and,
thirdly, the prices charged by two ‘‘economats” (that is, co-operative associations of employees of two
railway companies) to their members, these last being retail prices at Paris, all octroi paid. These
three sets thus represent three stages in the sale of goods. The number -of commodities is extremely
small, and the data thus apply to but & fraction of the provisions usually purchased by s family; still,
the unexpected conclusion is reached that while import values have risen 20 per cent since the average
of 1895-1904, the other prices have scarcely risen at all. This is only another example of the difficulty
of drawing conclusions, and is, I suspect, sttributable to reductions in octroi or customs duties on cer-
tain articles, such as wine or sugar. As instancing the enormous difference that may arise—when
dealing with & few articles only—I also reproduce two columns from the same work of the Ministire
du Travail showing the ‘normsl’ annual expenditure on food of & workman’s family of four persons at
Paris, Only thirteen articles are taken (bresd, meat, fresh vegetables, potatoes, haricots, sugar, milk,
butter, cheese, rice, fruits, wine, coffee), and these are weighted sccording to an estimated ideal rate
of consumption based upon medical research. It will be seen that the food index number (base 1895
-1904, is much lower, reaching in 1910 only 96. If, however, two articles—sugar and wine—are ex-
cluded, the index number of the remsining eleven articles shows a rise to 114 in 1910. The Istter
curve shows & much more reasonable Tesemblance to wholesale prices. Buch considerations as these
convey & vivid idea of the difficulty of Arriving st & true estimate of the change in the cost of living."'

Ll

See U. 8. Senate Document 601 of the 61st Congress, 2nd Session, on the prices paid by consumers
and r'euil dealers to who'esalers and producers for eggs, butter, milk and chickens. Beo also various
bulletins of the U. 8. Department of Labour, “Retail Prices and Cost of Living Series,"” ¢.g., “Wheat
and Flour Prices from Farmer to Consumer,” ete., ete. o






