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The RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR LOBERY L. BORDRENW,
Premier and presidsnt of Privy couneil,
ﬂttl‘l’l. Gnt,

The undereigned having besn appointed by

Drdu-in-cmuﬂ, dated the 9th day of January, a.D. 1845, »
Commimsicnar to inquire into and report upon chargee of core
ruption and fraud in relation teo co.tracts far the building
of certain drill halle in the Province of gntario, which
charges ~ere mede by Mesers. Hanscn and junng of Meaford,
Onterio, and brought to the attention of the Government in the
following terms;--

"There are now being ersoted a numt ar of
Arill halle through the country, and w.,A.Tom, a
livery etable ke~per, 6 of Collingwood, has secured
hie share of the omm racts. He has ™ilt or ig !
building drill halls at Meaford, Markdale, Oreno,
Blackatook, Brampton Listowel, nurh.u& I
think has secured others. He has formed a oo
called the W.A.Tom Conetruotion Company, to handle
this kind of Government work, and we Mave reason
to believe that the faid company is formed of Den
in the pay of the Government, At any rate the con-

metal a rasty old wire fencw wae thrown in, Oon
another whare 8 in, Bquare t 8 for purlines was
Bpecified 3.2e¢in,planks Mailed togethex sufficel,
Where weeping tile and tar was tv be used none ee
uged at + The three coats o paint called for
went on in two, and none of the furnaces would come
np to the mofﬂ-tuu-. There should be a Btriat
investigation into the whoie of tiis work, and these
parasites and grafters put down for good, and the
Government Inepeotors that pase such gnh should *t
made to answer for it. If an invaetigation e made
¥e could prove that the above is trae-,

Immed iately upon receiving ny appointment,
I made a thor ough examination of the files P-rtaining to



contraocte for drill halls in the M1litia Departmsnt, and the
Department of pudblie Works, and I asoertained that w.A.Tom,
Esq., of Collingwood, Ontario, had been amaried contraots feor
the sreotion of dr1ll halls at Orono, Meafrra, Brampton,
Blacketock, gnd Markdaie, and that the W.A.Tom Qorstruction
COs, Limited, hai been awarded contracte for the ereotion of
drill halls st Hagareville, Listowsl and Barrie -- the Listowel
and Berrie drill halls being wnetructed ander the Lepartmant
of Public Works, ani the others under the yiligia Department .,

In the course of my investigation I ascertained thet
tenders wire called for a1l above oontracte, and that in every
case W. A. Tom, ®sq., or the W.A.Ton Qonstruotior go., Ltd.,
Were avarded the contraocts being the lowest tenderera and abe
solutely on their merits.

I do not think it neceasary for me to desl with Listowel
and Barrie stherwise than to say that eccording to the evidenoe
which was adduced before me, the work hes been done well,
Wessr 2. Haneon ané Junne have no charges fo make n regard to
those two cantracte,

In regard to the six drill halle coming under the
Juriediction of the Militia Department, vis:-- Orono, Meaford,
Brampton, Blacketyok, Markiale mand Hagareville, I .iné they
came more partieunlarly under the jurisdiction of golonel Mmunsell,
Direstor General of Bagineering service. I find that the pil.
itia pepartment sxercised every precsution not nnly in the lett-
ing of the ocatraocts but in Beeing that the contracts were Pro=
Derly carried out,

In all cases a Superintendont of Works war appointed, who
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watohe. the progress of the work deily, having full instructions
from the Mili“ia Departmen: as to hie duties. The Diet.lct
Bnginesr for the divieion in which the Armory,or armories, were
vituated aleo visited ths wor’ iram time to time. The seeistant
Director of Worke ani Buildinge in the Militia Depa.ient, Majv.
A+F.Daroche, aleo exercis-* tupwvieion, and no bailding was tak-
on over from the contractors until the same wae thoroughly ex-
amined end passod upon by a Board of officers appointed for that
purpose,

During the investigation leacrs, Haneon and Jmnme prsctioe
ally withdrew all charges mede dy them, except certain Ohargesn
ad=to deviations from the epecifisations at Orono, Blackstook
ard Markdale, and 1 find that vhers were deviations from the
epecifioations, and that it would have been wiser for the onne
traotora ~- in “act they should have adhered etriotly to the
epecifications, yet on the evidence of two very ocompetent archi-
leots I find that the deviations were trifling and caused no
injury to the struoctures. imjor Clyde Ccalwell in giving nis
‘widence spoke most highly of the wemer in which W.A.70m, Beq.,
and the W.A.%m Construction Cos, Ltd,, 41d their work.

I coneider it unfortunate that Messrs. Eanson and lunng
should have made any charge in regard to the inspeotore as the
evidenco is abundantly clear that the inapactors were not in any
way oonnacted with the cont: Tus Eanson in his evidence rye-
fers only to two inspectors, whom he eays were in the employ of
Or received momey from the contractors. I find that thio i
absolutely unfounded. Joseph G. Sewell and Thomas Cooke, the
inepectores referred to b7 Hanson, wers the nost canpetent ine
epectors employed. Joseph G, fcwell ic a builder and contractor
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of large experience, and a man whe otandes very high in the OOl
munity in whioh he lives, ant I “ind that he discharged hig
dutise well, In feot, the building over which he was axer-
oleirg suparintendence is not complained of ’n any way. Thomas
cooke ie also o man of large experiei;oe ami thoroughly compe tent,
and I find that he discharged hie duties In a Yery creditable

ma mer,

In regard to the other inspectors who gave evidence, 1
find that they were intelligent and honest mey 10 had a general
knowledge f building, et the same time were not buildere, and
I ecnnider in future that (¢t would be wsll to apvoint only mem
of experience in build ing ae inspectors.

I find absolutely no foundation for the difrerent charges
Bade by Mesers. Hanson and wunns- The W.A.Tom Construction
Co., Lipited, was rot formed of men in the pay of the Government;
the Inepectore employed by the uavummf were not in any way
in the emplos of the ocontractorw: there wes no greft in any
shape, imamnar or form; the furnacee placed in the buildings
were entirely acccding to epecifications; the work d ane by
the ocontractors was done well, and no work was talmn off their
bandes except after most careful examination by a Board of offi-
cers; every precantion, apparently was taken by both the D=
partment of Publio works amd the Militia Department to sse that
the ocontracts wers properly carsied omt.

The following witnesses gave evidence before me;=-

Joseph Hansom, John Caslakey Frank Ying,
A.P.Deroche, Peray Hagh Jobb, James Morrow,
. Anirew Moore. JoB. G, Sewell, Thos, Qooke,
Tm. A. Tom, Phillip ¢. Palin, John D,rhilip,
John Jas. Marks, Cuthbert Munns, Clyde Caldwell

' and Riohcad Ooteman wright.

i All of which is respectfully submitted ,
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