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REPORT OF COMMISSION -------------,------

'.rhe idea of buildir1g a highway through British Columbia 

Yukon to Alaska had been discussed for some tii11e, but 

took more definite shape in 1929, 'when International Highway 

Associations were organized in Fairbanks $ Alaska" &"'1dDawsont 

I1.:11ml1, for the purpose of furthering the pro,] Bet" In the SalTIe 

;)'881' the proposal ViTaS endorsed by various organizations' in Alaska 

and the state of shington as well as' by several national as so-

eiations in. the Uni fed Ste.tes", 1he Legislature of Alaskajl in 

r:1.1" 1929,'adov'ced a mG'tUorial in S1.lpport of such sninter= 

,~ 'b' , 'J..', " ,,',' 4;¢' f Terence .,ElL-ween represent,;8.cl.veso .. the United states and Canada. 

of Brit:Lsh C01U111bia e];pressecl its interest in the 

llWttOl' mlC'l. an :1.nforma1 excb.ange of v:1.~ews took plaee betw'een 

Br:l.t:LshColumbia and A1askae Conferences were 8.1;;';0 

of the United States and C8J."1.adian 

and the d.ata at that timea-vaiEtblewere brought , 

togetherG 

ReGonnaissancesllrveys were made in 1930tn 

northerX1 Bri tishColumbia ~ unc1erinstructions 

of the Government of tb.at Province, for the 

p'urposo of 10cc,t g most practlcablervute fo~t' a hif):lvlay~ 

the Alaska li.oadCommi8sion, B.f,tel" preliml.na:r''y 

over the general Stl"ea in Alaska" conducted a 

sur'Tey to (:~eter,nine tll.ebest route frOlIt t11e Yukon bou.nda:x:yin 

v:.l.cin:'Lty of DawsontbF'ail"banks, Alaska" Tile reports of 

W<31'Q aftervlards publ:lshed as appendices to the 

someth:lngmay nOVT be said" 

As a re,:;ul t of the') interest 8.1"oused lnbotlJ 

COltLltries ~ an d p9.rticulaI'ly in the United 

Can sa provided in May, 1930, 

the PJ1 E'sident of tho United States is hereby 
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HEPOWr OF COMMISSION 

The idea of b11i1ding a highwa-;\T through British Columbia 

i·lnd the Yukon to Alaska had been scussed for some tiine, but 

took mope defInite s11ape in 1929 ~ 'when International Highvvay 

As 8,ociations yv-ere organized in Fairbanks, A.laska, 8l1d Dawson ~ 

"1;l1kOl1; for the purpose of furthering tb.e project" In the same 

;p.':Jar tho p:c'oposal Vias endorsed by various organizations in Alaska 

and the Stf).t~3 of' iiiaGhington as well as by several natioI18.l ELSSO~· 

elations in the Unit'sd states" The Le slature of Alaska, in 

r11" 19;29 p . 3.dopted a memorial in support of such an:tnter= 

:uatJollal TOf':d mid :l"Gquested tYlat steps be taken to-v~ard a COI1-

ference between represe:otatives of the United Stat8s and Canad8.~ 

GOV(3I'rnYIG1TC ('if BrItish COll"tmbia e:;qJressed its interest in 

IaP.ttGl' anc'] an infornml exchilllge of views took place between 
~ .-

('. Is oi. Bri. t 1,3h Columbia and Alaska a Conference E! were aL:lO 

botYJeen l'f,}:Jl'eSelltat1ves of the United States and Canadian 

tA? and the d~3:ta at that time available WBI'S brought. 

together Q 

Reeonnaissancesurveys were made iri 1930 in 

northel'n 3ri tish Colu:mbia p unc1er' :t:nstruction;: 

of Go-']"eYDmen 1.:; of that Provin ce:> fOJ:"' the 

purpose of locnt g t.te most practicable route for a highway., 

::; :?cllcwTing :If.lar the Alaska Road' Commiss:Lon, after prelimlnc.ry 

S over the general a a in Alaska, conducted 'a 

(~~etorrrline the best route from the Yi.Jlwn boundary in 

V:Lcinity of Dawson to F::;drb811ks!> Alasko:.. The roportsof 

::ie surveys yv:';)1'o aftervlards publ:Lshed as appendices to the 

eh sometb.ing may now be said" 

As cl result of' the inteI'est al'oused in. both 

count <qS, i?rl ci particularly in the United 

., 
" the PT'E'sicient of tho United States is hereby 



atttJlOrized to designate three ec:taleomrrrissioners to 

COOp8:r.'9.. to with reprEn3 ent9..ttves of Dor(ctnion ofCaJ1.ada 

In 

9.. [Jtudy x'egarding theconstrl:!.ctioD· of a highvtay to 

the no:r'tbwestorn pa.rt of the United States .. /ith 

Col1;lYifbia~ Yukon r:eerritor-;r and Alaska.)l th a 

oe1"t8.1n1ng whet1181' such' a is feasi>ble 

tH;O.'10Jid':'L .. 11;y' practicab1eo Upon cornpletion of such 

8 result. S :3b.al1 be I'eported toGon 

suanee of is Ctuthori ty the Pl'esic1ent appointed 

to cooperate with representatives of Gana~aJ 

~ Ass:l..l:ltant to the Secretar-;{ of the Inter:lor; 

A Can!3.d:ian Co.rnmi tteo, consisting of Hon" George 

131a(;1;::, at that time rep1"esentine) the Yukon 

fPerri to]:"",;T in the Domlnion Par1:leJ:nent, J ~I-iLJ 

lIationaJ .. hu:,J:{s and G.,P e :Napier J) 

of the. British Columbia Department of Public 

-vvith. the United States Cormnission as an 

ct P::1.nd.:tng COl'1.mi t tee and a joint meetlng was held 

Oct obel', 1931 ~ for the purpoEJe of considc:Jl"ing the 

and particu.lars of the proposed highwaY<l In 1933 

fOJ:'Iilatlon obtained by' itself and the Canadian 

1l1~ Tb.e Highway is a feaslble project; 
and cml. be built at a reasonable cost" 
vihi eh should not exceed j~2 ,000, 000 fo~; 
the Alask£t 3'3ction and ;;~if~ ,000 ~ 000 for 
the Ce.nadian 3ection~ COl1s:l.cLer 

1 " .(ll o 

s, Alaska, the approximate mils of 
c0l1t3truct;ion eded for COJ1}.p tion :L-s 



Houte 
gomp].eteg 

Road 
~ 

l\f eIT] con­
s ti"uc :t'I on 

~--

Hazelton', Brit:'Lsh 
Oohuub:l.[.L 

Vancouvel" to Hazel ton'~ British 
Coh.unbin. 

Hnzolton to Yukon Boundary 
Yukon Bcnmd[iry to Alask.a Boundary 
Llaska Boundary to FO.ir'banks 

seattle to Pairbanks 

Vanc~cmver to Fairbanks 

~~ .~~ 

needed 
~~ 

882 0 

830 0 
50 3520 
eo .480 
91 JJ33 

1,073 

1,021 

1',183 

1,183 

Tot a 1 

Miles 
~ 

882 

830 
570 
530 
274 

2,204 

liS ~ If the project is adopted" the stagew col1struction process is 

favouredi!> T1::uJ.t is to say" the :'Lui tia1 standard should be no higher 

tban is required for the estimated trni:'fic, and improvements to 

higb.er standards would be made a8 demanded by traffic and as funds 

II ;5, I~:'Ln8nc;'Lng ls pri.:maI'i.ly the responsibility of each of the 

1111":-:;lon,') concerned for tho sectlon of the road within its own juris-

d1ction, smy departure from this principle should be covered 

by international agreement 0 T\'le Alaska section of the road 'shou1d 

be 1'1nanced in about the same ratio betvleen fedol'al a...YJ.d local funds 

~ln obtains t:mder the Federal Highw'ay Act in the sparsely settled 

States, resulting probably in about 90 pel'" cent of the cost of 

construction being paid by tho Federal r'4 ' uovemmen 'G" 

1'4.. There ['Ci:e tYro genei'al routes £.01" the northern erid of the 

lligh11iJay ~ either of which would serve to open new Alaskan territor:'l 

of iI!1..portance and contribute to the genel'al development" The 

Dawson-Fai:cb::mks route possesses the advantage of a more compT'e-

hens:Lve servico to Y1J.kon Terri tory 811 d the Forty-mile and Chicken 

Creel;: lTlJ.ning i:'treas in Alaska" The Vilhi.tehorse-Kluan8 Lake-Gulkana·-

Fa~rbanks I'oute involves 10,3s new road construction in Alaska, 

SDY(;S 3evor211 hundred :milesof new cOl1.structioD." and also serves 

:tInportant Tf1.ining '\::;81'1'i tory ::1n J';.laske,,, Both routes are acceptable 

"5(rT'he benefits to be gained from the project .from the .American 

point of view are: 

(cd De vGlopmeD tof AID.sko. thrNlgh :nw.king tll.e territory 



acces~:Jible by highway , resulting in an incroase of' 

population and consequent increase of production and 
s 

consequent increase in revenue from taxes, tending to 
~ J ., 

decrease the present necessi tyfor Federal appropriations 
.~ .. ":.~.~,~ , ' -' ,- ,,' 

the support of the territory. 

The road would be a great contribution to the welfare 

of American citizens. now living in' Alaska Urider. adverse 
J~'\ 

G 

conditions, by providing a physical connection with th'e 

""'1'-''''~''contihentii r()ad'~~stiem. 
,~ ,~~c;.;,;~;".",,;; 

oi';newri~~hnt~Y' tf{f{if"'ls1n6w, pt>actically in-

httcess:Lbl\~), 'g:rviri1goppoltUrii ty fb:J: s'cttf~i1i~n't, {investment 

, of capitai 811'd' enipIH~eht,. 

CdY (Tie' new ~dhd 'Vidul\i ma:ke acc'6ss:fble~ ;'to'tb:e 'cont::Cnf3ntal . 
, • " >";-'1'-' <.~: ", i'; ",,',:' '~'''':'',''''. :'" ",':' .,' L, . v~, d. <~ '. '.,.""",.- '~'" ',.r~":: .. " .. ~,> __ -,,_. ·,.r,'~'-·'< "~ 

htghwiy sys'tem 'theexistingro'idnet 11:{'cent!'e:l":Alaska 
\J ''''''''','' "~,,>~,';'<";'f' 'f~"">""; ;(\"t~:,; ,~-' '~1 ~>'-"''''"",;~ ··~.,y,\,,"'1, 'l~-!t",·c:·:7, ,,-,\.«~,":::."", '~:~':, " 

compri sing about 900~':mIJ..cs, provid'meg~a~nevt and va.ltia:blc 

r{:pea : rb~':eA'"Plorhtiob" fbr:b¥dre\lt':rbi1 /or:~':fo±-i\ busln#s'E{ 

, pu;"p 6 ~d~r~~o 

; (e )?rf!Ei highWay 1~ioiUl(fro'sl:e r;l'a:~tj!:bl):mnfE3l>c'eni-I(1th'ilaS3ka by' 
! '" '" ,"~~' 1, ", ,., 1 "', ,r .. -;;.1 ,,:; " -,~t:', '~t t, " }, ,~ :'.' :", ("': ;'" -': (:"F' 'IijA ," __ "",. 

I'urn:Fshing aguia:in~"li3.:rtdln8:~:rkah dp'rovi dmgt1:f'ervi cet6 

':s.vfdifOrialorig' ~-ehe\ m;~t'p'r;1{iitic'abie ':rly1ni 'r~dute to the:' 
.?', ~ _~., T"", '1 + ,<. '--, " , 1 " 

i'nt:~J:ilOr' of"tb.~';T~":r:1>i tbryofr'dto isi~. 

(r) 'l?fohlbt1.on'L of' friendly relations 'between citizens of 

,:"'t~heU~itdd st'it~s;;;n!a.ibnn':;{d;{r' 

. No att~~~t :ts l:1ti!:{de~d~\r;lti8.t'tr ;tlie b'tlrtHr:ttsO§:nada 
"'.- \ ,"";\ r" ".'! ' ;-~"".',; :~<',.~: ...... > • i,-~' '<c4>J:'l"'''''''' /,(,\" ~.' >' ;,,'\~ ...... ';- '"V"'f":o",. '7'" ,"'-; 

deriyefrdrr.l this 'proJect.9 otrt' :'it' i11aybemertbi'orted~that in 
j 

additibnjtb~tich'·di!>ect"2fE.nf~fbphl~ri;:t'r'o'f hew'daHa::Cffa:rl)'te~r:tt'ory 

aE('inl'ght th'e . ''bro'ilght £lbout'b:Y·thr:F' r'daa,CatJ.adi{' wdttj}r g'airi"the 

b'u'sin'dsT~(ar/d co~erce 'ji;d':l.deht; th'providlli~f servitdi:ikld 'stipplie~s 
.. ,"~ .:,_,,;~ ~"" :lCe"':>", :- <. Y'" ;-', ,<' ,-''. ,;'~ , ,''-; ~~1~. ~~,: =t.';' ,'# ~. '\ ;,' '~ ',' <I ',.:\~ 

. tOTI10'Gbrlsts usirig' the road for' a:bcess ,to Alaska. 
" .'- f- ,~~,,-\ I" --', "-" 1'".'. "". 

Srnce 'the' an:l:rU:a~cost 

'il~n$ka;i~: ;ar)out"~~7,bo(),ood' Id';l~\)!~~l, ~t~s ~:f fre"\T~nk~'~ /:th'~~ ~exrfend.i iure 

cSf fihadditlOha:'i$3~obB:'obb) ~~'te\{ff: o(¥ti¥:t§:(J-tfelj?1:i y~;k~~'i: :ro'l" 
'~'~:''"'\'A !,:~.~. r,~ ,:/", '···i', ;:~ ~'.\ '~'+-' /;- '- :"",'4 t'1":,""'; ''/' .. ~":'-\'''' <:'~-:> f~,/l",~", 

;t;fie 'purpos'e of development ~of"ttt~r ter'rftory"t'o a iIlore nearly' .) 

Je'ifL SUPP();l~t{ngt'b\asis ':is' n:ot 'u:ri¥E3a;g6nabfg~j; 

., 
•• &' ••• 



const):,uction of about 200 miles of new road -. in 

miles'of new construction in 

- tl'l§ terri.torywould gain a·physical connection w1th 

vast continental system compr:tsl..'1g hundreds of thousands of 

road in United states, Canada and Mexico" From the 

standpoint, therefore, the advantages are 

obviously more than commensurate with -Ehe cost",11 

Recommendations of 
. - United-:Stat'8~~ 
~IsSIon..0~ . 

The United States Commissioners submitted 

the follo1J'llng recommenda tiona ~ 

frtW.t negotiation be Gonducted with. the Government of 

Canada, th:J;'O'I.;.lgh regUlar channels $ vdth a viewtoascerte.ining 

the attitude of Canada with respect to 8ntering into an agree,~ 

ment wheroiJ'Y' eocb Government viii thin its own borders vlould 

. undertake t::ho survey and locate the be.stand most practicable 

rou.te for a highwEty which. v!/'ould cop.L1ect the northwestern part of 

thE: United States ~Jith Bri·tish Columbia, Yul):on Territory~ and 

Alaska, prepare ecificatiops and reliable c-:istimates of cost 

and resulting benefits of said project" and investigate plans 

for financing the projecta The respective organizations should 

be authorized to coYmllunicate directly with 8ach other for the 

purpose of' coordinationc 

11(2) 1hat if such agreement be reached .. suitable allotments or 

8Ilpropriations should be made available to the. Alaska Road 

Comrn.:ission for car:r'ylng out the purposes. of the agreement" 

nun That the:':) respective Governments in formulating their road. 

construction programs conform so far as practicable in their 

own interests to the general route proposed for this 11ighvvay SO 

many as possible of the local projects will be available 

form. apart of the main project~ 

That consideration be given by the road=1::milding agencie s 

.of Alaska and Yukon Terri tory to. the construction of the Fair-

bFLnk::l~·Dawsorl road 1JJithou.t ViTai ting for the adoption of the entIre 

pro,' cct;l in ordor to develop the i:ntermediate terri tory and 



, ~,;"'h h· I"1'h' II 
S . compler,e ~", yital,lin:kJ_u,tp"e :grOpiO,$e,q. .tp.rO'~.J.,J,-'!'P'c.J.!ay-.; 

. ~"., .• \",. ,: " "'} :,' ";'~',,' •. ', .i ;: 'e".':. ' '''. "~ ; '" , '" 

Gon8ider~d, 1:?,:v ," ,It wtll:,8e,:ID,o~:~q. ~7,at t~<:, .lUn~.:rj.p.~; 
states' Col1li1isslon; 

.op11;lIl1i s s;:t.,o:n:~\ wl;l.iJ.;e" !'e'90,g11.j.zln1§j, ,9.;U;;iejrU,~" 
/ ',,' .; "'0.1 ,-::yi." , %.f • ,", , "\. '< '"" ," "f"" "of "'¥'" . , "''''' < ' " ". 

rQt;Lte~ :tp.r:'pugh th~" Yul'F0:q,,,AA~r.~on~~deJ;"a.ti.oPl tG?> (;>:plW;. ,one 

1,11~Wl.yva:y, ~~:qp.+.g.,\rlm nor~h, ;f':ro~:lff}z\'i~;~W\L~O th~ jun,Gt;~o~, of the 

Stikine 9nd Kl~p:p:p,n ?p::ve,r§., ;Frf1lJl.:,rHl-iE:iSt~kir:\e to;th~ Y,"*on '.' 

:::r!?R~~arYZ'BR1~ 1lRssip:Le:,roll.t~ vJ'9:tll,d,:r;'~ ~9.;:,p€)a.~e , ~~~{~i;N:alllin;] Rive!'; 

:;A~~ip ~np-; tt::i" 'bo:pndrr71,:)ang"t~~ o~hYr\:LfFpmth~r 9tiftl1~, to l?t~,a.se 

;reslin 1al~e, ~urpris,e,Lake~,)!;.tlina.ndthe ,bou:pd!3.tY.' :Ex~ 
'~' ). ,_.~,: . l, / .". i.: ,"l: ," >"it " '~.~~';'. ;,/ ~"'", .' .- ~/, ,~., :',' " -' ",' - ,. ,'''-0.c, '-, 

repov,t$ ,qf reconnaissance surveys by Colonel J .M., 
; "" ;~.' "' • .1' 

. the report of the American Commis$ion. Extracts: 
,'f', ,- 1( < '" .~ !,,'" ~~~k>fr." 

report by ,J.H .I\~cN eil on a rO'l?:te throu~ the, YUkon I?-re 

also printed in the 4ppendix;as. is also a r~~?rt by D,~~§l-:LSt 
\ l' ~ a ,- •• .i, (fl- " C,';J' " ,,;., ",.' ,}:.," L ~, '/ 

in Alaska. l\~r. }~cN eit Gonsi9.yrs 0l1:1y, a route 

through Dawson to the Alaska boundary. The Commission puts for-
i, 

ward also alternative routes from 'INhiteljorse to Fa,;irbanks by way 
~~ " '.~ t," i ., ~'0 ~"_ n.·! 1 ',' '. 

Informa-

tion on these alternat:'Lve routes iscontaine'd in Mr. MacDonald's 
. 1 ~C ' <~, ?~ '~-:, 1 

report 0 

.' I 

;,'eBroadlyspeaking, '. th~ American' Commissio:q appointed 

itl 1930"rep.orted in 1933. tha:t;,anighvITay fIlOnl'lthEic'Sta:te' oil 

y:rashington" throp.ghBl"'i tish Columbia. and the Yukon to Alaska was 
.. ,- ~i " 

.,'", 

bothfeasibJ:~L and economically practicabl.e. 

cart a di an • 
Conclusions 

'l'lieOt1uadian. COrrrniittse app'o:tN.ted. :in 1931" which, 

;as'al:re'tiHiy ,rrlenti oned,; 'consi s teEriei~~(jn .'Ge0x.~e 
,,:~ , : '" . ,t "'v":" ;-' :,;~:.:,-' 7".' : 

Black; J~T. Wardle and G.P. Napier, did no.tpublish a. se­

.,f~~i'>,9'r,tL,put :Mro 'V!ar&:le \rEi~Y6'j?t'@d "the ':rJe'su1t,s or its 
" -, j • 

investigation and delibera.ti6ns;"'~·dlt~e ;,'BerJartment of't1i~ 

::Il'a.ter10r, and ,tne~eport published by, the A...'nerican .Commission 

. cont:ifbed i.ln~rorr.hat'ion 001lec'Ged by t1ie' CanadianComm.:it'tee: 

... '.' .. 



fme esthllate of the cos.t of construction$ as given 

in tho first paragraph of the Am.eriean OQmm.ission ~ s 

::;011cJ:U8ion8 anclrecow.m.endations (page 2) was based ona 14-foot 

g:ro.,vel road s'l,mila!' to the type of hlghwaythen. being constructed 

Government of Brit:i.sh Oolurnbia~ It YJas felt thnt tJ:,.!.o 

Highway might verY-Hell bo built to such a standp,.rd as 

wouldaccornmodate ex],stingtraffic, leaving for late:r.~ considera= 

tion lts improvement to ll1BOt thE) demands of the future;} 

There the matter rested officially for several 

years, though interests in Alaska and elsewhere in the United 

States cOl1tinuec1to press for the building of the international 

road, 8l1d Prenlior of British Oolumbia made 110 secret ofl;lis 

.3trong :lnterest in tho pro;] ect., 

!.p terc1ep artI'"lental~ 
Comr.li ttee 

. In 1938 an IntordepartBentaT Committee in 

Otto.\'{all1f:Ldearepbrtto theDOl'fdnion 

GOvernment, in l"!hichthi3 proponents of the project werequotod 

sayingths.t thef61lm.id.11g~ benefits wol.tld follow the building 

o:f an international highw8:Y- through British Coh:unbia and the 

Yukon to Alo:sko.: 

Hfl.· It vvill provide an outstanding toni'ista.ttraction" thus 
incrGasing tourist revenuo in Bri tish Columbia and in 
C1::1n:f~dCl.QS . 8. whole" 

B~ It will open new territory for sGttleTI1811t~ 

. G.. It will InakfJ accessible fOrCOll1r.leroial development great 
natural T'O 80U1'O(;8 in nevi! areas., , 

De It vIill open. a nmvtLYld magnificent country fox' recreation 
such as hm:rting, shing",eto. 

E. It will provide e.n all-Canadian overlaD.d route to the Yukon 
terri tOr-:'lo 

It will be .p t .. . OJ .. grea aSS1.s-cance-co air trafi'ic .. 

G" If and when construction is commenced$ beneficial results 
will etelybe obtrdned in the relief of tho u...."1omploy:m.Erlt 
problem. 

Order- 1n- Council. 
---- ~''-~~') rz () ..... --~--.-.. '" 

.L<JUUo 

On the 221JA December, 1938, the folloYving 

Order=in- Gouncil P;: C~ 3252 vvas passed by the 

the Privy Council have had before them a 



Secretary of Stat~ 

of the 

of ],Unes and Resources." as follows: 
"<" t';\,', "l' •• :>.~ ;)r"·t: >v t··L, 

Tha.t 'the Premie':r' of British Columbia has repeatedly 

'imp~rta:ntand beneficial results w~ich" in, his, 
,', 

follow from the decision to construct a highWay 

Vloulduni te the road system olB'ri ti~h id~f~b:ia aniJ')'the 

Yukon Terr'itory ~Yiththat of Ala~ka; 
, " 

" 

That representations have been received from the 

States Gover~ent. with regard to t;h~:HdesirabilitY of 
·,'l."";,r ... ·;, " " 

the const;uction of 'such a highway; 
1 

t'That pursuant t~ thei! passage, of a Bill thrOUgh Congress 

V"·o?'. ""~', ' ,'~ ~~ ", ' ," 

to appoint a Commission of five persous 'to cooperate and 
.. " 4 ;(""':L 

cOmrilunicate directly with any similar agency whi!chm~y be 
, , . "'. -t: ;,,; ~ , 

appointe'd i'D, the' Dominion of Canada in a study for the survey, 

and co~structio~ of a highviay to connect the P'8.clfic 
. 1 A~ 

part of continental :'1f~ited 'States with British: 
'" ~ ') "J, 't ~ 

Columbia a.nd the Yukon Territory in the Dominion of Canada and 
" : i .. " , ',,;'1'': 

theT'~rri t'ory ot' Alaskt:i~" the Pres.id.ent did appoint a Com-
/~ !. 

consisting of the following persons= 

Congressman i;'!arren G. Magnuson, se~ttle,r':~V;~Shington, 1 

DroErnest Gruening, ' Director, Division of Territories 
ap.d IslandP.q,ss,ess!,ions,,,Depcartm~.nto+:.their In:p;er~Qr" 
Washingt'on ,",' ,,' " ' " " '! ,',' ,,' 

Donald ';'te:.Criol11.1d, E:riJgiil~~:r;·'A1.aiskan ig'a.d Co~{k's ion, 
fai,rp~.rl#;s" Ala,sk;,a, ", ' 

,~,'., ',., .;, '. \.>.~, ' .... ' -~"":\' / . '",.t. .,) t 

; 

"J"o,W1;" Carey,,p:ubl:ip Works, AOminist!1~tlo+}"r9;rtJ.~~, 
'Oregon ,," \ 

. R.lggs ,~orme:r.' ddV:efu'b'r'oi J£l~ska,'N'~w York. 
(, 

th~i un'ft~\:r YStatei 6~:t~sionv;a~:'ftii:th'erempd~ere2r 
t\o"~Iisdus's'1plans' fer thk:ririaJ~rng' or'i the cOI1structfdri)f;,ma 

TIlai'riten afl ce'dfthk "s lird' r'o'8:(lI' r 
"That it iis expedient that the Canadian Government 

should have 'lj'ef'ore it 'af'u1i rJ~[6~t oii ~ii asp~ctibf":tll'e 'p{ro-

f'~po~'ed eonst:Jtict'{bri'hefofe: ani decision with regard thereto is 



11Th" ll'linister p therofore, with tho. COnel.lr'rence of tl1.e 

j:,::tnlf::~t.f11"} ()f I\'Ilnes flilCl Ret10l11~COS, r()conrrrle:ni~Ls: 

1 
..1,. e 01? five person~j bef':ppointed to GTIquire 

:'Lnto t.he CTI 

l1igl1YiT8.Y t~t') A18.s1ra 211 d. 

lJnited ,stutes ConruissJ.on appointed for that 

Governor :1n Counc:l1 8. report setting forth the evidence re-

Arthur D1:~rGn, Department of publ.1:::: .Jorks, Vlctoria, 

flGa.],. 

J:lo [~011rG (:: s· e 

recorw.rJ.enc1a tioJ:1s 

ColulYJlJia, on April 27th, ID39, 

n.Il c1 C orl S 1, 

GOV('rnli1 Gan.stda... . 'rf.10:)? alsocon:eerred T,:::Lth Eon., T ® De 

rattullo ~p 



EarJ_:,{ in ,July the Cornmiss:i.onbegan a series of 

public hearings at P:;,"'ince Georgei' British Columbia,\> 

::tt which the views were obtained of business men and othersjl 

partlcularl;r the vlews of men who had personal knowledge of 

eondi tions in northern British Oolumbia aD.d the Yukon, as to 

the most pr8,cticable route .for a hi{S-hway" taking into account 

all tb.e factors in the problem: the nature of the country, 

1:'01.'e3t groili!th~ olevatlon of land, and part:'Lcularly the height 

of l1lo1.mta:'Ln pa3ses" average snOWfall, economic resources, 

relstlonship of the route to existing communities!, picturesque 

qualities that 'would appeal to tourists: fish and game, and SO 

forthe-

This was follm,red by similar hearings at Vanderhoof ~ 

Smithers, Burns l.ake;! Hazelton and Prince Rupert$' then at stewart 

at tb.c head of the POl.,tland 08.-nall' all in British Columbia, at; 

;i\T'.Q.l tehoY's':,: 'abd Carcross in the ~y.uk:on", and at Atlin in the eX-

treme north of BJ'Iitish Colmnb:1.!:l" Finally a meet:Lng was held In 

Vancouver, on the I'eturn of the party from SJ:{agway~ At 

VaJ:lCOlWer rep:""esontatives appeared f.rom Kamloopsjl British 

'C" '1 b"' O __ ulli"la, and fil'3d a brief outlining the i~l.1terest of that town 

ane1 1v)::Lg.hbourhood in the proposeo_ highway.. Teleg:r'aph Creek" 

Dr:ttlsh Columbia, h1-':Ld asked for a hearIng, but as it Was not 

:i:'ounCt })ractlcablc fOl' the Gomraission to go therej) author:i.ty was 

g::1.V'311 for the filing of a br:1 ef $ o:r to make representations at 

one of :;h'cJ public hearings already e.rranged", 

A SUJ111118.ry of vvhat took place at these hearings 

vrill be found at a later place in this Report" 

Hequests 1.7ere also recei-r·ed fer meetings at 

Edmonton aDd F'ortMcMurruv to enable the renresentatives of 
u ~ 

tho,':ll':; places to prese:rlt th0 views of their people as to the 

Th.e CO]1J1:nission found it 1:ml,~;'7aeticable;;o acoede to these 1"e-

the Commission specifl-

F; it.s consideration to routes through British - ~ 

Golmab:L8.. " 



ll~ 

}i"a tUl'al ""-------""'-- From the reports of federal and provincial officers, 
F?()SC1.u'ce s. 

and oth8r sources, the Co:t1:1l:uission has gathered a 

considerable body of' data rolating to natural resources in north-

orn BritIsh Columb:la t?cDc1 the Yukon, the development of which would 

be f:3cili tated by the building oj~ the proposed higrivvay to Alaska" 

In some cases these resources would. be morel"eadily served b;;r a 

road follO\'d.ng a i},Test(n:ly~ and in others by an easterly route .. 

'Ihose resources include precious· and base l'ninerals" 

from gold to coal, thrlber, grain::!, fruits and v8getables., game.;1 

f 11I'S Ivrit er p OY[(;1",3 " Their (:n:tent is such as to make their 

prospoctive ,:tevl"llopment an argl;1l110nt of s0111e1'Jeight in favour of 

proposed higl--:lway., 

Inforl'1ation as to the n8.tu1'e and. extent of these 

rGscurees will be found elsewhere in this Report .. 

A t Hazelton, Mr" Wardle and M:1' .. Burpee WJ .. 

J'IH" 11i tchell, Construction Engineer of the 

Surveys and Engineering Branch, Department of Mines and Resource,'] ~ 

loft party and proceeded by airplane to make a reconnaissanco 

of thcsuggested routes througb. British Columbia and the Yul{ol1$ 

l'11.ey f18.v~ from Hazelton to Fort st .. James, on stuart Lake l and 

from thore north to Manson Creek and up the Pal'snip River to 
: • ..- "0 -

Finlay F'orks. Fl:,om there they descenCLed the Peace Hi ver to 

Hudson ElopE') to eza.'TIine the 118.tu1'e of tho valley for a road, ELn.d 

rottlrned to FinlayPorks" Flying up the ]3'inlay River they 

('cros.sed Sifton Pass all.CL fol1oYJod the Kechika arid Turnagain Rivers 

to tho Liard.. and ascended the Liard to Low·er Fort of the Hudson! 8 

Bay Com.pany" Prom there they fley; by \flay of Tuya Lake all.d 

,Jennings River to ':f.1eslin. Lake and Atlin", 

HetuT'ning to the Liard they went north to Francos' 

:Lfotkej> and ovC'r the beip;ht of land to the upper waters of' the 

Fell:v, ·which tb.ey follov.red to Fort Selkirk:; and then down thc 

Prom DF1W son the:T rIm\'" up the l1ikon and tho 

CommiSDiol1¢ Honourable Charles Stewart and lVII'", V!aI'dle "flew "from 
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of the Y:1a:l.n approQphos from t.ho Uni tod States to tho proposed 

IJ:'hc PQrt.ion of this rQ8.dbeh}eon Van.couvor. and the 1nter= 

bOUDdar7T 1'18.Ei been materially im:provedin character" 

Tl'.t:Ls P iJ':'i c CO[lst road:l s only ono of soveral ./\1''1eri Gan 

to tho Alasl(a Highway, e.long routos that follow· the 

valleys of the Okan.agml, the Colurnbia and. tho Kootonqy , yv·ostof 

Ho.cky Mountains, 8J.Hl tho eastorn ,sido of Glacior and aterton 

in bIontana and Albor"ca, as well as vG,l'iOlJ.S more oas·terl~T 

r01:1:\:;0 S " It will bonoted by a roferon90 to tho accompanying 

that cll. theso routos oftravol.fr·om tho United states north 

th1-'ougr.l Canada convorgeonPrinco Goorge:; which rnay bo looked 

up.onas tho point from \'vhich the I~A \1 and nBIl Routes separate --

nIle to follow aline n 1" the Pacific, tho other aline 

nCc,.I'E:r' the Hocley Mountains .. 

r:ehosoconvorging .lino$ from tho ::;outh includE) the 

fr()Yt1 Vancouvor t.o Prince Georgo;oC4'1c1 its southe.rn ex-

tcm,':!io:'Jto tho. intornationulboundary near Blaine, riaC\hington, 

ch s tCil1ds agone of several. substfrntial emblems. 

gooc1-ncighbourlincs,s notvleOl1 Canada 8lld the United States" 

Cariooo Road 111 be more particularly described later.in 

Hcpcrt) " 

[\.l1cthcr :coad from the Amoricanside crosses the b01)J:l.dary 

o.soyoo [',:; on thoQ}c:anagan Hi VOl', 8Ild continues north firf;lton 

on the oast, side ofOkanag811 Lake to Vernon, 

...,.,., one branch running west, to Kamloop f:.i, 

the oU.LeI' northeast to Revelst " Tb.o Kamloop s. road taps 

Cariboa Road at Ashcroft 0 At Revc~l,stoke the other orancb. 

Bond HighvYay, now (;o111pletod~ TIl.is magn:1.fi~ 

cent sconj.c thoroughfare $ YThich the Cb,ain!l811 and 1\11"" ~7ardle 

:l.nspecto6. on the Clast from VancQu.ver;l srJeeps around the 

Col\,tm"iJi::l from lsteke to Golden, notenly fil~s one of 

the Tra,rls- Canada Highway bet\"{een the 

the Pacific, but also TITIS 8.l}othe r important linIr: 

rm.lte from tho int(:rnation~:tl. boundary thr011gh 

COh.LLlbia. 



Prom Spokane two 111.8..inr.oute8 .leadnortbto tb.e/ in-t;e1"= 

national ])ound€iry" The westerncross8s at Nel\'Tay t.o Nelson~ 

British Gol"L~1Ubia, and. the 8astern orosses8.t Kingsgatee A 

third route J still farthe1"t 0 tho OEtSt, ent,e1"8 ,Ganadanoar 

Irh.ose ,roads are linked, together by an.oa,st-and-woElt 

roaclnorth of ths international bounda:r'y from Lothbridge , E;:ast 

of tho :Hooky 110Ull;tains 9 by way of Crow i s Nest Pass> Fernie, 

Crar:brook Nelson, Vornon, Ro land and JIamloops to Vancouirel"'~ 

11113 routo from Spolr;~,ne that crosses tho inte.rnationf:'~l'boundary 

i3 e !land tho east-and-1Ji!Gst road at Yahk, extends nOJ':,th 

the valleys of tho Kootenay and t:b.e ColUlnbia t.oGo1den, 1yho1"e 

JOL1S the Trans-Canada HiE<;b.wa:y" 

'l'he alternative north .... and=south route 

mentiOliod above vIO"Ll1d also provide 

e::;-'c :Lon~JfoI' several el.lst--:anc1-west l'outesthrough the Rocky 

:3 1'r'o111 points in Alberta to Viitl1COUVer i' >andalso to the 

COD.lltry» The southerr:LtnOE;t of these has. already been 

l11c:r'.tionec: -- from L.ethbridge thi"ough tho Crow ~sNest Pass to 

Vancouver., Th:1.s road is .tapped 1,V.081:; of . 

11 in Alberta by tho highway coming up from 

Glaci Montana, through WHterton Parle, in Alberta" 

Fr'om Cn1ga 

Hoch:tes to Bai1,ff aD.d. OVOI' the Kicking Horse Pass' to GoldBl1J 

completed Big Bend .1ink is reached" At Castle 

:miles west of' BD .. nff" tho. well Imowp Banff~ 

FJillCLennero. Eighwa7T.9 cOElpletecL in 1923, leaves the Trans-Canado. 

it connocts vdth the Gol"Lunbia Valley rOfOld 

,e. Lou.lao Station, thirt~T-eight milos west of 

p tho scerlic 3anff ... J'asper Higllway beginsrDIJ.rd..ng northerly 

milos throue;h the hoa1't of the RocJdesto Jasper .. 

t [l'through Golden the Trans-Ce.l1adti route pe.ssc;s 

01;:(, and Kmnloop f3 to Vancouver., The road betweon 



gary 8ncl Vancouver afforCls connection with the Alaska Righvfay 

matter which route is finally selected,; The Commission had an 

portTh'1i ty of satisfying i tself.as to the ad.:mirablecharacter of. 

ViJinc1.en118re and Kicking Horse Roads through the Rockies \>. 

Ii'rom Edmoilton a road runs west through Jasper 

,Park to Vii thin nine miles of its westernbOUl"1clary, 

o.nd this road is being extended to Tete Jiaune and 

af'fordingyet'another outlet from Alberta" both to 

to the Alaska Htghwaye From' Tete JaUne another 

rollov,rs trIe valley of. the North Thomp son RiVer 

Prom K81nloops northerly this road :1s already con-

beyond Blue River.. An alternative route f.rom E&non ton 
, ' 

;5r:tt:1sh Columbia, and one that will be of. particular 

.beJ.1eflt to the people of. the Peace River Country, f.ollmvs the 

sseI' Slave Lake, Grande Prairie and Hudson Hope, 

be available to Finlay Forks. Finlay Forks is 

"Eli Route of tb.8 Alaska IUghway, and, even if tr18.t rOute 
, , 

8dopted, Pinla:y- Porks vlill probably be connt)cted before long 

HlghvJay now under construction from Vanderhcof on the 

National RaihJay via Fort st"James to Manson Creek fi 

ell. raight eventually thePoac6 RiVer coul1try the long"" 

bighv.'ay system of British'ColDJl1bia, ineo 

the PI'oposed aka Hlghway" Another route will also 

be available from the Peace River, by vlfI::J.y of GI'ande 

IVIOIJlrroan Pas 8, 'J'fhich would tap the exi sting highway 

of Prince Georgo$ 

HeJ'3rI':Lng once more to the map , it wlll, be seen that , 

. that it has the resent or prospective aS8ur:-

routes to Vancouver and the Paclfic by anumbeT' of 

road,,], Alberta also has the certainty of convenient 

Highi:vay, if or when it is built, by whichever 



~"f.iltT G;J;!tIB]ERf!;NG' "illhTVElSWIG:AJTTON S: 
,_ 1 

: T.~poQ'(;B;ith~), Ol"dei ... +~1x"OPt11!lQl1 ~~tah~~al~in.g the,;;; Gpn#i1i,;ts~qn. 

?-ut1:l5?:r;i~~d iitq enc:u.iJ."e. into thQ .. ,o.ngine,pJ:";i.nrg·;.i •• , aIld iQthe:r.' 
I.,";.' ,',,,,~~ : >" ',', " •. :. !'. ", ;,,; ',. ")'"~"\"'>' i:",,;,,' < ..... ,.,. -,' e,,, { j,,'" . ,.' 

as~teicts oJ;~, tl1;e;g'X'0;posal:r~o, C,(~ll);~;truc;tt1:leiS8,ic~lh;iglWl1ll-Y- !~q ::A·las~ra 11. 
~., ".j~.;' •• ~., ._,,"< ~ \, ,", "".' .~' ". ,. ',,0, ,.' '.";;.,""'"" <"_ 'k,,~ "'"'~''''''' <" • 

'TocJ:J.pry· out ;tll.OS,.9 instructions. ,tb:e;.sQcurlng of ,Gugin-
.'"} ) -' 4, ,,:,_ ,l ~ - :'; ';'" £.r,'",' ,.' . j ." '.' ' "', -.,' "~', _, f ,'"." ,". -1-" - -', ," .< 

1 
'. ~3;e;gi:rl~; i;~lt?Wl1~'c ti?D. oP;.J?053 siol;ero~ye;s? i9J~) .~p.rVQY~!:1f-(~1,?'Ph9r mer,tqs,,!", . 

YV8,i$lr;?qD:,f r t0 eJ. ,y,o},:ml f~7-tent; that J?9U~;9t" eX(.;~Rt~ the Commission' to 

'J:'oport +ntC2}.il:i.~ent~~- eni .. ~:ho eI\gii18;erin,s"lprob~.e~~I" tb.a~ u;f'fect! 
i ? ,,<;;.',_~1_~,i ,',~., __ (:W.' ,f, 1> \"!_""'~'" ~,-'.~', • -.,_!-""'",_<JL·~ .. ", -, '.' ~' - , 

lihefeasibi:L;l.,:t:r,oi';:t~;<3Jl.j.g..hW~'y~,;.th'~i ch0:i.ce of routos and the 
:; ·~l '.,.J, '" " "' ",",' >,k,· 'C!; _ '" ,. ,- <_." - , 

majp:r:'; rO"J,lt<.?s B;..~ ... tp(cC:?i3~, pe;r+p.r.;l.. <:>f a.C;.9Jl;ssihil;t ty, scenic 
, . . ',,' l, < ' __ < " ' " " .. (; " ':' ';; - ".-" t,' t. ~ ',' "-'Vo!. '-, - ~ ,4 -.' . - " 

an::,'PQteL'1tia.1; J:J.r.t\l.rp-;l resov.rc;es,· It' ful"thor required that 
,,: ,. _,J j- - ,,,):, -, ~ ~ .:i,;j S_" _. : ", . 3,' l~" .t,';: 'c> ':" 

in con8id~rin;f :Yt~'fj,!2u~rB~11;;e~~::,thG :tnt}~re,~tsigr.!1:;:ciEJti;ng t.?¥!l1t'3 and 

sett*9~i~ntt.s in~:r:'~;G.;i.sh po.::;'~1Lpiia, thrfl Y~59t1r(':V~~r;t:terf" p.no:4:Lc\'s{.t9. 

g;iv~mpr9po;r YJpig1:lt. Qf f!!~1.~S>~:;~f11P8St~co we.s . the~" ff3Ja~~:9!}~~ip 

p0i;1Sj.bJ,.B:;t"'Q1-1.:~0";1il 'GO tho existing road S3rstems in British Coll.unbia, 
: . '>. ;'t,.:," '.'. ',.J'/ ,: '" '" ,.J.. 

th-p.t CQu;1AJ?,O i~corpor~trc1..<~Q. f\:p:var:rt,a,g~ in 84}Y,· 
," •• -.~' ; •• <.~>, ,,' _ ',:, .~ •• t., ~", '. ,.' .'''~,,:. ,'~ ',. .. ', ... ,J; • • ~~. ' ,. '''' ,-. 

also. f!1cto;r:',9.f sprneii~f'c>r~l3.n,?e. i'fn~ CC?wr!i~SSl*qP, 
~"";~ '~'''"'::'~' _ -.'~'~'.'< ',-",'""' '," ¥-, >.- "',,-,,' ,." 

hqw~v!?:r:" tl1u t .. y!hil~. ~p::;t.~~~tlg;t?oa4s;QgloY!.til1.~ ~.tp.ndard 
"' "._"l"'s",,' ~.' \.,~. < •• C::~,' •. ___ '_",." <c. ow" _""" ,~,_,.~ •• ". "-4".~·"~~. • 

cgnst:L",.::.q:t;i0rl rQqu~:r:Gct had:~ greatvgl\1.e.'f;I.~ g;i.9·:J. t9 Co;n(;ltI,'uqtiop" 
',~~ ,:' ,:,' <'_,~.;:,\,:. ',; ... ~<."." ,~j;_."'_"L_-"'- :-~.~.::. ~ ,,:,":: J~._""!.C" ,·f" ":'~"'~" ",..; ",':,")-',.: 

not .. bt\~(r€;~:r~(Hl'ias ~BIlC:l.1l~i YQ t~ci;;ors, iJJ:,dG~~l(!llilt~rlg 

It y'{as thQ vio,y o.f\tte;P9rqrnisE!~Qn :b1:i.~t.o;p,l? f~qt~.d(3-
1.,< '1" 1.. > Ie;. 1 ~,." , " '''' '".- '" .', "., '_'''.;'' "'- . _, _ c, ~ _ +., " 

establislu;}dthrough gro1jl1.Q. and a.ertal reconnaissance," 
.",,- <' :, \',:" ."-.',,,) :.;;.,;,,~. ~>: ',j .. ~","". ';'"r:"'" ,··t ,.:,;~ 

thrOughyrrt.9us f!?l~r~e:q; *o"UJ:1y?S \~:r thr,011t,~ ob~~~va­

C>:1}E.l Q9n f i rme<ib}T:p el~SOi;\l:.l fa.m~l~r wi tht:tJ.c districts gop,cG:nmed".,. 
",lr.;·· ,; " ; . ',," .:'.i.,,. " I' ..... <..... ..•• •.•. L' h.··.. .',L •. ,; •. ' ,~, :J . , , ""'. ' ..... 

the £9~~, E.l s~c>~}:a ~~ ::i ~ ~1~~b:tie"\1~a:r~ t:,;~" ~"w~~l~" ,.' 

,in CLireqtin~att(;;)c1tiq;l,~~o ±m:n?r:t~t faGto:i.~!;? t~. '90 

?,9:rl~lus,i Y9,t 

Fl"'orn a study of the information and data collected by 

.• '.6 .; (1 .. 



w ; :')1 ," \ " '~tl," ~ ~~~~ ~'« i3 ~1 'r" 1', ~!. ',1'- .~~:1t;'·~'r(\ y,,{,~'t· . . ~. ';, .,,;., 

International' Fact Finding COInmi ttee e'stablishedin 1931 by 

die': Dh~;tii1i6nG:~~~I~hmeri\~'~i!~n~j\1~i, G~~ern4n~h\;~ o}"-bh~'~ltrhI ti~id;~ St~~'~ , 
.. ., ,\,{. ro':·',}·;.f?, '~> ,_,,~ .. i.h·~;}. Y.~',~,v~,,~:-,,;~,(:t~,.'~:, ','" ~;:,' ~" ?': ,¥':f<;;,:: ,2~:lt'::') 
eviaeh't teo tneCol!lfu'fs'si6n that there were three ge:r;teral 

'r'>! ,:~~~VYr":,";: -t.: "',>""! " :'~'''l.(>:''~/.t,,:·Y''-( ",:',·;r ,,~")·f., . ",. _:,'t:"~:_. :~, " . 1"~::<}'~;. 
tnrough'ilortnern'Britlsh Columbia that merited considera-

T!1esei:'Fdu:tl~'s~iiwohid be;~irt': in" th~Y~i~iini tyee bfi~t~;eiton, ' 
.~~·'r' r:;':"~~'~"\ '." /~ '" \/'.J."." ,. c. ,,'- 41 .', ., ::':~'i J 

Fort st. Janies aDd Prince George, respectively.. As each of 
. ,';"',","<'i'<'>" '. :~'" ,:-;:~'tl, '\ -::: '~(.\ ,~'," '~'>~f ':""'":!.L:\\~ ,,'f\:~:t·~:, , ;, '~tr~;~:' ;:~~._". 
these' point's is' already connected. 'wi £h 6xlsting highways' infonna.-

,go· be ;66i1.ect~d:feil' utid~r tViO head.~l; 

\Xla)Ffb:~a.kl:'B.1~~adY builtbn th~~'generai route from the 

na t'fbtia~{''b6U£d~ry r\6fth;:" aha" \ 
" ., ',~, ",~/:~:,<.;~,,;,~,:,:t·,;?:·, . :".~<k,'i _'~ 1'+·~"':';':;:.i '/"(':.,,'~"'F:' ~X'!!t~~ .. ~.·. \': 

(b )-1Te\i\Troads' along routes 'to be C determined. 

no~t~~~iy 'f~bmLIiazerbori'~'~Fgrt ,it~ James, or Prince 

· G~b~~e ' to the Yukon and Alaska. 

hle'~p:fbbiemofthe bornin!~sigri fn'regardL{J (a) wa.sl6 - , 

;" (;' .;. ~::? {,': 3: ~ ~ ,,:: \ ',t " t. "1 t'; C:. \''l't~ :.'\ 4,--, ~': <'ld l.... " ~,' ;':i ~,;;.~ r\" ' " 
atesti:tna~es of cosfcoveririg' iiriprovement' in alignment 

and surfac~Ct6':b'riri~ ~u6h e:ilktin&tf6~d~'fo the int~rri~figh~l 
'E. (""j <I- 1 

S tandaI'dde ~ireC1~ 

A ,g;~\at deal' of tim~' a..-hd e:k~~rise wa~ ~s.ved·i'2 dfhis)~~s': 

pect whEn'ith~'D~paf£m~rit of Pubfic i;Vorks of British ColUmbia 

Estimates 

, ',(:"'\ '/:'~' ~':, '>(>,>;'~.'p:t,t",,.> :o'i":,'''\ ,(;, "t ",' ..,", .. ,~.·:<t'~":"r~\:";'~ ~,t."',;:."~ .::1.;_. 

'the Axistiilg roads between Vancouver and 'Prince George and 

'no~ween Prl~;6J 'G~6rg~; "F~'ft st'. "\ramesariLdHazelton ~were 'p~"e~'·e.red . 
by 'provinci\~i "~ngine~rs 'r:rl'd ~re ':ibc6ilp'orJ£'~\d iii the Cost' E~tf~~lt~s 
of this re~6~t. 

t '::/,\ ~,' :"11.: 5, +~ '\ 'N',\,- ~""'.'"' .. - ""},,,\,.,,,, ,t' . .,-'") ~ ~~i "" ,"'" M ,,~ 'l'~" "':" . . r, { 'r,\'· v',' 

It 'nifi'llb'e' "ri6ted1frorrt'\llese ''-£lia£'''iniprdvement'' or 
,! 

recon-
~ ~. ~ ..... 

stru.c.tion '~~:rJi 6;1 sb'me °,525.'!:S' rn:iie~' of(\~C5'~d>'betweeN'~V~ncouver 
'. ',:.;'. .:::':'''·r~~'ry- ,:.~<._-\:.;.ifT'/:f:'· .. :"-,;;> /'.f~ "'\'-\';, ":.y~-,,"·}"·,,,t,>:,~ .. · T'" "'~ 

and Prince George, Is es'·e:tma.t¢d a''f $14?710 ~ObO. Prom l?r'fnce 

George to F61rt>;·S~.':t~ame ;i;'~\ifsf~~c;~' bf ±r4niiles; the estimated 

of . ne6:~s s£rj 1J~br{ i'i $1,050 ,gOO. 
"Cost's ha,jJ'b~eAI;~1~tirhift~dwf~&n·1t:b.eia6~~·t~i'::8ft:t 'of 

\~,:r";":~' ~,~""t'~>':~" ;',l ">"~:"'::;~ '5,~~.,4\'~:' 'ti";~'-':1 ~.; ;'.~"'~:;-<i";~'~";<~: ::} f'?- , :~:: '" (" :'~:~.<: ,.': ~\ :T·'{'-',_)."'·d,;~·;.=-, 
Vancouver ,'B.C~"" 'TIle 'A1askaE':tgfi,\itiy route totneBrf£;ish' Columbia 

" " ' .. ," ""Y ~ ,., 'y ":';' '\ ' ' , ) 

00a~t strike~"the Pacific Highway at New Westminster, B.C., some 

<Yr rifa.n6dti~~~\ arldth~;fe~is a cho:i~e :101 several 

.... ' ... 
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paved rOflds betwoen these citleS$ From New Westminster south 

tho Alasl{a Highway 'IIvouid folIo'!, the modern and new1y constructed 

soction of the Pacific IIigl'Uvs.y viz." the King George V .. Highway, 

to the International Boundary at Blaine.. T.tl.ispoint is left miler! 

stminster· and 119 milesfrorti Seattle, Washington" 

regard to (b), vizo new roads 7 theCom1l1ission' s vwrk 

in\)oI1i"c~d the rr:aJbl"' question of the best route north from one of 

thI'oepolnts meIltioD(Jd, together vri tli problems of location" 

estimates of cost covering Construction and maintenance" 

IJ."'heCorrl1nJ .. ssion was consequently largely COl1Cet'nod vii th 

th(~j consideration of the three routes:roquiring investigation 

thI'oughnorthern British ColU1TIbia~ These· are briefly described 

asfollorts: 

(1) A rout'e as near to the Pacific coastline as topogI'aphi~, 

cal featUres will perm.i t, arid which might afford accnss 

to Va1"iO'(18 settlements along the Pacific coast nOrtb of 
. . . 

the SkeenEt Hi vel" through branch roads running westerly~ 

This route vdll be referred to as the "Coast!! route § 

(2) A I'oute to the east of the Coast routo and vrhich, 

YT1':Lilo still affording possibili ti.es of road connections 

with coast settlements j would havi:; the advantage of 

on and ImJe const:rl.l.ction ¢ost s" Thi s 

routo is referred to as the HAY route.. It is the r01Jte 

1c11 wa,ssubJect to coiisiclel"ation by the International 

established in 1931, and Which 

the latter reported as feasible " (For information on 

this route see reports of Colonel tT "IVi~ Rolston and Iv1r", 
. . 

J .. H .. Gray J engineers of t,Iw Departmeht of Public Works 
.. . 

in British Coll.ID1bia, covering their l'GCOl1Ilaissance 

surveys :1.n 1930) .. 

(3)· An eastern route fO~.l'·I··o·'iiT\l·n· +11·e· Rock·y·"fIlro'·lmtal"n t·r'e·nc'h \ ,., u_ 1 ;.. 1,1 l ).J. 1l 

dkno1fll1 for convenience SOtS !lEll route.. (See aceom= 

p any:lng map) ,. 

All three routes offer considerable chOice in alternatiVE 



locations, tvro.or throe being ofmo..jor importo..ncow (These are 

It 'was ovident th8,t· fo..i1"'ly ox,tonal ve field investigatory 

?lOl"k Y10ulCL bo nocGss8.ry before the Commission could de on th.e 

relative merits of thog.:;;neral routes mentioned~ Consequently, 

tho fio.ld programme for tl1,e, 1939 season W~.t$, decided upon at the 

first meeting of the 001111'11i ion in Victoritl ffi B" C~, in AP1"'il 

193~" and arrB.ngcrnents made for it to b(1)ndortaker~ At that 

tJ,me very little ~nlthentic information on the eastern or !lBi! 

route was available BO that a good doal of the 1939 fieldpro~ 

gramrne was in connection with this route .. rrtlO worl;:: that was 

undoI'tal{oY1 S outl:i11Cd herewith and\7a~3 directly undeJ: the control 

of tho Oormn:tssion, using Dominion Govorn:m,ent, funds except where 

otl1erYvlsc st~ttjrJ(J 

(1 ) An aOJ2:Lal reconnaissance !:ll on r;? Jl~'L·.n o;·'''t 4 re "Bli Y>ouJ...1 e· v_ b ""~,""'-' .:>...1...l...,J '"'_ ... 

from. Fort St" ,Tames northoply to,the Yukon :t3Ol:w,~dary 9 

and from that point along tho ,Frances Lake andPe,lly 

Hivol'" va11eys t Selkirk, and thenco northe;el:s; to 

DCtwson. aerial ]':'light 'was 0.1 S.o made between 

Port St., JaBilles nnd fl'omFlnlayForks to 

hy the Peaco River Va11ey) <l 

(<) ) ,"-' Bance surveys (by the Publi,c V\Jorlrs 

Dopartr.'lontof the Province of Briti O.o11.tr11b1a) in 

.of SiftOD 

(, 7." .1 V'j sancosurveys{ hythe Pr.ov~nceof 

itish Columbia) i11 ,the Dease River area .and in the 

area from AtlinLake southerly vIa Nakina and Na1;llin 

st cts to the 3tikine Rlvor and DOase IJa1r:e" 

reconnaL'3s8.nce ovor little-known territory 

be eon L::1.ard Post ana and Atlin T..sruw, tl1e 

I,::nding as far S.outh D,{3£lSf) 

( :F'C: C CYt1Ylo.i s· s C~11 and Atlin 

scut1:uJrly via tho DIso118.and Dease Lakes CLnd Tanzilla 



River to the , and from there following 

8il.ppr6X1.ma:t~ly,.the;~· uAlkr.Q1~'btc· toth:(j)jSke€~a:i Ri Y'er. From 

that pO:1:171 t.'th:e valloys'bf the·'DlJ:.if'twOod?Bi·ve~ arid Takla 

l'and:fJ1rembl'Bur' Lful:k€H'lWeNf folIO'I.'ied·.··i;·o Stuart'La1t:e and 

. Ae·rhrl·rxfconnaissance in the Yukon Territory southerly 

anueasterlY'f'rom Dnwson:,· as well as a: main :fl~!ght'" 

rtroful Du\vson~!;8.1ong. the Yukon and' LeVies 'Ri vers8.rid"Lake 

T..ao'erget t> tvnit elio r see 

AeriaLr'eccmnhissance from ¥llb.:1ten·ors'e to Atl'in', and 

frbmcAtlin to'Lakc" Bennett. 

~ro1.ril'd:· reco'nnaisBa:uce stir'V!ey. of arout'e lri YUkon 

·~.er;r.i tory::from iJvni tehorse·t;o the Ale.iska~Boundaryvia: 

Kluanc. Lake and River, "and which crosses the l)onjek 

ia.nd\ilJhite Rivers • 

. Aground reconnaissa.nce survey down the Felly River 

'·fr'dm the.:vi.c;tnityf of Ross;:Riv:er'1;;o Pelly Farm., Yukon 

Ter~itor:y:..,and l.~h.ii'(~h isn6lo.r the junction ot: the Pelly 

aJild;IJ~we s· R!t'Tliirs:;';;' 

.' .The pr:rmar-yobj e!ct of<·,nerial i 'reconnaissance Utldertak'en 

COl1m1ission was not so much to locate routes as to eliniin-
/' " , 

ate those tha:twe!>e definitelv i!II1fs:vourable ,and thus El8.vethe 

Gost of ground:: investigat~idns~ "13.1'60 to cOJ~:firm the 'f'~asibili~y 

o[;',routes on which- :f'avour9:blerepdrtl;l had '~.ready been received.' 

li:n,addit'lon, ,aerial photographs obt$:ln~d in i'lightswduldgive 

'VtJ:uable informationon,.thechar!ipt~r ,of the country traVersed 

bW any routes. On' the nE" route sixty-nine. aerial photographs' 

were obtained ,in 1939. 'On tne'''.A n routetwe'nty-five aerial 

obtained of ' the. north em s'eetiorr~ and where 

:linfo~ati6p:was most lacking. ( These photographs a 1'"6 available 

considerat16h,cin . eOrij.un~tiorr 'wli tibr'.:this' 

On,the 11 €JO~lstn, rcute ,'·e:n:umber-·6:f' ae±>ialphotographs 

•• ~ .'0" 



to tb,e 

point 

eoo.,st 

Greek, 

follow 

e(JE~st 

:1;.', Y'eported as particularly heavy with o='.ides prev'alent 

Mr. P eM~ Monekton, in report ing on lnf'ormat ion 

obGt:d.ned 

1928, states as follows: 

H G J3elJ_ .. ~ II~viDg ltlUS t be cr,Q S'S eeL 8.gs.:trl .~J E;.:).r Nfl}. e 
it ~<E3 here de B,nd In se\lerslchal1J:]eJ.s~ no solid :ro for 
fou:no.at.j on:::; @ P erl1ap;::; 500 feet ~ and trestl 'JlTO"!..lld be 
cn~rt o.f~ Cil1.Gutio:ns for ,"carr],G3 gre;~_t qU~2.Xltitiss 

o~f d~r'if~t 6 ~lj.1.C)lll?-rl :~r!if:tft, it C8i<Y;l b:e 1)O~lt~ect f~ro:rl1 tll.e Bov"";~~eT~ 

Hive::> b7l' good rivennen: and a J"ot 0'1"' freir:ht Gould be hqndl.ed 
boats Ilot 0\761' 30 feet lon:;!'" <"o')~p"':i"" ']-()'iI A i'PCl ~<', L . __ l~.,.,.:l...:tl .r:: ...... J~ , • .-' __ o..J .~\l 





Coast Route: 

Bo~ser . La.}t~. :~.!e~l .. , .. 
Irving :.Blver,·"a%l;:.,~..to~:~'. 
right otridge in tore= 
Braund. 

......,(# .. 

a~4ian Aina,s Photo. 
-~;. . , . 

" 

,-,' 
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Coast Route: 
,,>0 

Look1ne; •• W.'-up}"Isknt 
R1ver Talle7t.roa cross1ng 
of telegraph L1ne fra1l. 

~< ~ 

Oanad1an. Airways Photo. 

," 
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lift . \ ..... ,. t~, . ·E·'l I'· . t' .:t,.,. '. " .. Cl,· .'. 4".~l'd" .po .,;]il ~, , ...•. \ .h:~~;~§t}Pr:9~,~·g,:ng, r' .~A~ i I; ,~;I.\' ~ . .ryJ.,:P:~"'i ·.),;1,t!3,1&QiB;~; wo t.L1_. ';, ~O'~. . QW,"( 

the' old, Yukon :llelegr~ph Line northwesterly; thl'"'ou.gh a. narrc!'J\T 
:b1.~t; lovv:', P~sJt, with imperceptible gradiepts: the summit being 
29100 feet and so intotl"le NingUnsawRi'iTer, 'a, feede~ of the' 
Iskut.!i 

.~ ',~ Yf?:'0~~~l;.el }J~4 :P<? Mi~egl4" ,;tI\lia;:I3'tbei W(tif:;t" S::Oi'l3tr,e:±i!cjh!q(t?':: 
the whole ,liny" ~hen the YUkon Telegraph Litle was ope:::'ated .. 
It;.~'la s .:aban 9.o.:r;te¢l.a;nd T:epll,.aceQ,r1;rY'iI1/'.i\rel;ess ibretw 6!epl .• flaz.el ton 

, and' Teleg:r:'aph' Creek in 1936. ,~e ,snowfall is very deepo ' 
Beingnear.,the Ccnst it is 'often very mild a.l1dso, colossaJ,: 
slides run down them:Q'-J;ih~~;kps, carrying all before them., 
and even in July, I ha.'Ve seen snow-still piled up 20 or 30 
feet ;g§3.ePtr'tnl tp.e ys:a.leYf b~tt0m4' ' . . 

Y¥:P~e:y,e~:,\ ,t~lese.sliC\e~s~-run\'1n,. ,theisame;place:7fea1:'atter 
year and could be avoided by keeping' th'e rqad well away frpm 
the ;,tQ~Loft~').e.mo1J.ntains, 'out, ;inthe~middle Of'thn 'ITa}ll.:ey". 
which :ts swa...'1ipy .. II . 

r 
.0 0 ... t) DOG " DOe 0 •. 0 0 ~ ., 0 0 t! 1t 0 0 • ceO 0 0'· 6 eo e • 0 0 0 .. CI 0 • I) 

. '. . . 
'~: j, "',... . . ~,. <:: .c.' . ~?\' .. :: '" ""," ,_~._;;: '1'" 

'!The Iskut Valley is entered at Echo Lake: it is a very 
'. bl"'o~d vla.lley,.,pEn"'haps S ',Q:r lO!:Jnil~s(in,wiath, bordel;'1sd:J by 
iT6ry high m01:Dtair.,i) oTo the West' rises the. Coast Range.~ with 
PEl.~ks . r~~cl:lf.ng alm9~t~ t·oten thqusandf'Eretl)l anclhrilf'\;buried 
under a sheet of'ice. The Iskut iRi verhugs,the west side of 

. th'§r: :tYa,lley., in ,a ) d~~p'c&rY;Q:t\:which itthas.·erodBd.through,:t~'Re 
soft argillite rocks e Themountains-eo the Bas,t, between 

. t}fe Is#:tl.;t. ~ci;I!s.wkin!3, Jl~sa;c$;re\!a~jgo ~er;Y.1hj,.g11nand ·:re.tlich 
over eight thousand .f'eet in Eva Feako 'Large glaciers,: also , 
coyel? th;ts ,'.a:'tJ,pge:: and.:Jar'ge. :torr.enti3eme:r'ge :\,fr<.-mlthe~~':b~~~:f 
cutt~.ng deep gashes aC.ross the valle'Yat right angles to .' .... 
the Islfut;Jtivew 1>'~'l~;,~dt\.~tion:rt1~et .• fl~w:.O,f' the vaJ.JL.eyt1 ~:.i:cbut , 

'up i!lto a maze of' rocky }-;:uobs, lakes andsvi/'arnpsbesides the 
.• ~[our ma~~:qrc~~I).YQ~s:>'" l/p~Y:i.lls C!!e~Jt: ,wh.ere'~thE;,:"oJ..d·~tr'S.il:~f~ll 

and rO£8 again 600 f'eet to cross - Elliott Creuk - Slate 
Creeik; ;p"P,<i Deep Ql1l?,e¥:1t Ea.ck·cr6ek)wG}'u~d:call,i£;Gl";'e_',fspan of 
f'rom. 50 to 75' feet and 9. sidehillrock ..... cut approach.. The 
s,xl()w;E'a+Li ~;: hO~i[Yf~rOrp. Jl1~t NOIli;lh of'tEb110 Lake ::::t6 !'Islttt-c 
RErer, Cl'ossing,- sl~ to eight fJeet in an average winterll 

. :, '1J'.t1.er~e }JV'o1Jl(;lbe;aQo1lt;,;~6 miles Q,,f':dif'f i!lt1.:h 1;; 1;odat:tOJ.1:iW:1d 
maybe 10 of' hard construction to bring. the IlnetoDeep 
C!lt3,~k CM .. 2l?2)... At,;vr .. a"s point '$h,e:.:;-proubles;viouJid be:LoveDY 
The heavy snow ceases near here: the valley becomes level 
.~.tr\d".;san0.'Y:andexc,ept i'Ol;' a)climl:r ,o,f":5@G ;;fe,e:t;"of'~;t'Iff\Q.:1tib8.V"~11Ja, 
scmebluffs,on the~ast side of' KanaskanLake, .it . is plai:;..l 
ssdlin g,to;.j gin the;qe:m.t.;t'~~l <'RO:ll.tO; at M,:2.95 r',:E3rom:Ha1ze.l:bon, 
or 5911 frOIn Prince George, compared'~o 584 by the Centl"'al 
Route'l;.. "', , , . 

. ' ,', -- . " . 

~VB;ilable.,;~/9: CQn'trra:ry: •. in,:(,0'rm.s.t.ion .hashe"en"r'ece:ived.as:ci;d .the 

J:?eayyprecip,t;ta~icm :5.n, th~ river"valleys t,rav.e,r.sedr~by the 

Goastal Route"..Reports, ,f'rom othel" sources confirm the view 
. ' 

tt.at 1mfavou~a1JleclifU~tic ,a,;nd :.CO~ist~ucti:on '.,c.onciLtti'Ol'ls ohta:trl 

.t;h:r.ougbo'Uttt-e,1/ilp,cle;S..0;'J:lthe:'"'n seli~,~~~nLo.f:th:eroute /)' ,A strl1dy of 

aerial ,photographs that ~all"'e'a~s;:i1f:!J.;)~~l; Af the; Bell.;;Trcv:1;lI.lg River 

shows that heavy construction, vrouldL'be .tnvoJ_ved.and ·that. 

eO.O'flf··' 



alternative locations present themselves 

the selection of' the lowest ground south of At1in being an 

important consideration. 

Reconnaissance surveys und~f.taken bJT the Province of 
~.,) ·It,} 

British Columbia in 19:30 along vari~~~ sections of the nAil 

routo . providod very useful informe. tfEot11. Some ofJ the work was 
li4 

done along what is now designated ~the tI Goa-sttlro.ute. 

and aerial surveys 
1:-

-at that time.!' ~ldicated that a route 
""" .. -.... 




