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ESTIMATED COSTS

th Gravelling 20! Wide.
g, Material, and Eguipment
n1ov il-ng in Aprllg 1940,

"2 Route ’ Miles Cost
lection 1 - Vancouver to Prince George, B.C. 52565 $4,710,000
via existing highways (Improve-
ment snd Rovision)e.
scetion 2 - Prince George To Yukon Boundary
via Suwmit Lake (New Constructlom) 526 7,900,000
Yukon Boundary to Dawson 586 8,310,000
Section 6 - Dawson to Alaska Boundary via 68 ) 1,880,000
routes "A" andVa-1T
Total $22,800,000
Inginecring & Contingencies (10% approx,. ) 295009000
] b ki N (7 - e iy
Total - Vancouver to Alasksa 1705.5 $25,000,000
“Jentral AT Route via Dawson
Jection 1 ~ Vancouver to ‘Qvt St, James vis 639:5 % 5,760,000
existing highways (Improvement
and Revision)
section 2 - Fort 3t, James to Yukon Boundary 736 . 12,170,000
(New Construction) : ,
Sections &, Yukon Boundary to Daws 458 6,790,000
4 & 5
section 6 -~ Dawson to Alsska Boundary via 68 1,880,000
routes "A" and "A-1M
Vg
Total _ $e 6,800,000
Engineering & Contingencies (10% approx.) 2,600,000
Total - Vancouver to Alaska 1901.5 $29,200,000
“Zentral AY Route via Whitehorse and
zluane Lake to Miprror Creck
setion 1 - Vancouver to Fort 8%, James via 639.5 % 5,760,000
sting highways (Improvement
and Hevision)
Zection 2 - Fort 3St., James fto Yukon Boundary 756 12,170,000
(Wew Construction)
Zection 5 - Yukeon Boundary to Whitehorse s 1,170,000
Section 4 - Uhitehorse to Aleska Boundary at
Mirror Creek via Kluane Lake 307 4,000,000
”otal $23,100,00Q0
Engineering & Contingencies (10% approx.) o 2,300,000
Total - Vancouver to Alaska 175845 $25,400,000
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With the approximate cost data now available 1t is
posaible to weigh the merite of the different routes.

The main advantages of "B" route can be summarized as
follows:

LIRS

{a) It ig the shortest and most dlrect route through British

(1)

Columbia and the Yukon to the Alasks Boundarye

(b) Tt i1g the least costly of any of the routes under con-
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(¢) Wo major construction difficulties are involved and
the topography of the country tra sed affords every

opportunity for securing satisfactory gradesand aligne
Well o

(A)It is conveniently located in regard to the air route
from Edmonton te Fairbanks via Fort St. John, Fort
NWelson, Tatson Lake and Whitehorse and is crossed by
the air route at Watson Lake. It is also crossed by

the air route bhetween Prince George and Fort St. John,

(e) Climetic and ground conditions are quite favourable

from the gtandpoint of air transportation ailong the

entire route., Landing fields could be constructed

73

without difficulty end numerous laekes and rivers are

avallable for the landing of planes equipped with

pontoons. A hishway on "BY route would thus serve

a safe and alfternsabte ailr route from Edmonton or Prince
deorge to the Vukon and Alaska.

(£) It gives the opportunity for convenient highway con-

nections with the Province of Alberta either by way of

e Peace River through Hudson Hope or by way of the

i

Morikman Pass route from the vicinity of Grand Prairie,

"J

(1) 196 miles shorter than "A" route th 01gl Dawson and
55 miles 1ovfoL than "A® voute via Whnitehorse and

(2) 94,200,000 cheaper than "A" route via Dawson, and
5 3 ) ?
$40C,000 cheaper than "AY roube via Whitehorse and
Eluane Lalie

o B D® oo b




,._-
fort
-
s

,,_
Tae
S

mately

greater

Tt will

( Ree

£V

information on Hatural Hesgo

Ty 2 mem .
Yrinocoe

modarate, the

¥ ono 5 feet in the vielnity of

and Irom 3

=t

costs would also be reoasonab
have a comparatively long traffic ssason,

ter part of May to the cnd of

limitations of this route, in sc far

of season is concerned, will not be any

routes to the

than

connecting Southe

)

scrve Dawson and adjacent areas.

afford access - through the construction of

reads to the Wegt - to areas of congiderable

from the standpoint of mineral development.

‘

Urcesoe )

gt point between Vancouver and Dawson, the
were adopted, would be on the Caribou Highway

1le House, where the elevation is 3,830 feet.

if

xd costs per mile would be lower tThan
wlden-Revelstoke Highway recently com=-
' 13 of the game width of road.
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While construction on "B" route would make accegs-
ible large hunting and- fishing districts, as well as areas with
considerable scenic value, these advantages are common to all
routes under consideration and are not a particular feature of
"B proute,

Certain disadvantages of the "BY route such as
remoteness, inaccesgsibllity for construction purposes, and
lack of populated areas, are shared to a greater or léss degree
by all routés and are not confined to "BY route only.

From a casual study of the accompanying maps 1t
mirkt be thought thet the "Central A route would be more
accessible from a construction standpoint since caw on the
lakes sections can be serviced by water transport and the

Dease Leke gection serviced by suppliles brought up the Stikine

J

iver to Telegraph Creck. On the other hand the southern

scetion of the "B" route can be serviced over the Manson Creek
mining road and the chiaracter of the terrain followed by this
route permits the cheap and rapild construction of a tote or
tractor road for the bransportation of supplies. Very little
side nill construction for tote road purposes will be nccessary
on the entire route and clearing is comparatively light, On
the "Central A" route tote road construction will be slower and
nmore costly. Climatic conditions ere also more favourable for

winter hauling of supplieg than on the "AW route, Consequently

ar a3 accegsibility of con-
truction iz concerned it would seem to rest with the "B route.
In 2o far as agricultural development 1s concerned
the natural restriction north of latitude H6 1s common to all
TOUTEE . .
Digadvantages that apply particularly to "B route
misht be summarized ag follows:
(2) It ig too far to the east to offer any opportun-
ity of road commections with existing coastal
settlements In British Columbia or in the Alaskan

panhandle.

20 F R oD
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{b) There is a serious local disadvantage in that it

will not directly serve the Atlin and Whitehorse

() "ith the exception of trading posts at Finlay Forks,

~

Tort Graham snd Fort Ware, there is practically no

ot

whilite population on the route north of Prince George

until the headwaters of the Pelly River are reached
in Yukon Territory.
{(d) There 1z little or no commercial timber along the
outes
The adventages of "Central A" routs arc listed as

forLlows s

(a) Tt i¢ nearer to the zeographical cenbre of the

Province and will give more convenlent access to
central arcas than the "BY route.
! Tt 2 - - - . n D e D g g Y s - -
{b) It will serve a promlsing mineral area and open

co the public an cxcellent Sourist roubte from the

geenic and recreational standpo

(c) Ttg forest resources from the commercial standpoint

ere superior to those on the "BY route.

/ Y T o e - P U A L R D R - - r LI
{d) Revenues acorulng to the Province as o result of its

construction are potentially greater than from the

Lastern or "BY" route.
(e¢) Tt will pass through AtLlin and Whitchorse and
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affor the pogsibility of water transpor-

(g) It will benefit more existing setblements in British

QB L e o
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vantages of the "Central AY routc appear

to be ns follows:
{n) It is longer and more costly than the "BY route on
cilther location that might be selected Through the

Yukon Territory and 2 longer construction period would

Climatic conditions are not as Ffavourable

e,
o
S

"BY poube either from the consbruction or
standpoint, there being higher precipitation.

. - SR 2y K] 2 . s T .1 ey oy Ty 2 one S P - N S
Flevationa in British Columbila are higher than on the

——
[oal

M

{

S

"B poute approximatels

4,650 feet as comparcd with 3,273 foet on the "D
TOUTE,
(d) Blevation and climatic factors tond Ho result in a

shorber season.

(¢) It is not asg favourable from a standpoint of air

transportation as the 8" route and is

from the alr route hebween Edmonton and &

(£) The character of the country traversed will

grades or alignment of the same standard as the

ative route in the Yukon Territory via

Kluane Lakoe sidebtracks Dawsone

The comparctive proximity to the Pocific Const of

route, hasg been Listed

pai)

TCentral A" route asz

28 an advantage in the congideration of coastal commections, and

in view of the inte the United Stabos Comm

-
5
[#H
=3
]
=y

road comnections between the route choson and the

slagka, and in view of Tthe similar interes

obtlemonta, the Commisslion hos given some

U B
an L(.Jl‘ o

¥ o 3 "
Commoctiong to the west coast from the "Centrel AU

™

(1) See P.M. Monckton's 1941 report on depths of snow on
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route are only possible through river valleys. Apart from a
highway down the Nass River Valley and which would Viéld Prece-
dence to a connection from Prince Rupert to Hazelbon via the
Skoena River, the only river valleys that merit any considerabion
are thoge of Bear River leading to Stewart, B.C., the Unuk River,
the Iskut River, the Stikine River and the Taku River. LA sum-
mary of the best information available to date on the possible
routes leading from the "Central AY route along these fivers

ig gilven as follows:

Route via Upper Reachesg Nasg River, legil Leke and

Bear River to Stewart, B,C. on Portland

Trom Cabin 6 the north sids of the Nags offers the

best pogsibility by staying some distence back from the River

and crossing the Taylor River well up. The Nass Valley is
narrvow witl, steep sides for some distance above the mouth of

rom the Hags to tho

g

the Bell Irving. Also a steep rize
Meziadin Lalke level. The trail from Meziadin Lake to Stewart
skirts the hillside above a glaocier for aboub two miles at the

head of Bear River. This part of the trall i1s practical

blasted out of solid rock on a very steepn hillside and it is
understood glides make it difficult to keep open. This seens

the only ¥orth Pacific Coast conmnectlion that has any promis

Unuiz River Route

Local sources report thaet the Unuk River, from the
standpoint of roads or trails, is ag bad or worse than the
other North Coast vivers. There iz a trail from the Coast in

Alnskan teeritory to the boundary. An officer of the Department

[

of Mines ond Resources, who has boen along the headwaters of the

£3

Unuk River., atates that oven 1f the road could

the boundary, it would lead nowhere, as the passes are all loeoe

el )y 9 : A

filled, end can be travelled cnly on foot.

g

The high ranges which 1lie Lo the west of Bowsor and

SR

Meridian Loke are nll to the east ol the Unulr Biv
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Iskut River to International Boundary

The upper

o RO o~
a inaccesgalible

o horses. Dominion officers who have been in the district
state 1t iz not o favourable roubte for a roade

Telegraph Creek to the International

R o L oy T ~ I~ p E N - i ' e
The river i navigable from snlt water to Telegraph

h

from about the middls of May to the 1st of Qctober each

Along the lower 60 miles of the river all the valleys
on t and even some of the larger ones on the Rast
lde d by glaclers thal extend down nearly to the
level of the River The valley of the river at Telegraph Crock

to an clevation of BOO feet above sea level.

nas boeon cutb

veritable jungle. The lower slopes wherevaer conditions are

o mature forest of spruce,

5,000 feel.

Abhoeve Little Canyon vegetation resombles
Lhat of the bolts ightly more opoen
in r part of n general is abouv

Y

gide of the river rige vory

. N o g B Jo 1 P PRI S Sam s 1A e . ol
te thie mountaln peaks, which are In meny cases highor

°
!

. . S N N
Log Creek 1t 1w

From Telegraph Crecl south

o e e L . e e 2 e R oo B
¢ Lo usgc horges To some extent zince there are few tralls

on thie lower wooded slopes, and above timber line the surface

ia too »u

JE i DU (e8] T mma T3S meae o - he} 21
e Tolku River, called th

e 50 R
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Hakina, is inside the coast range and it would probably be

sossible to build a road even ag far down the Taku asg King
¥ J

3almon Creelk, From there on 1t would be practically impossible.

Any flats along the river are flooded when the Talku goes on

U

the rampage az it does at times of high water. The walls of

I_J:

the valley are very precipitous in some places T sing directly

from the water to heights of over a thousend Teet. Survey

(T/

o

parties in this area were strongly advised by the peoPle in
the country not Lo attempt any work in the lower valley unbil
late in the season due to the danger from avalanches and snow-
slides, They report these were very frequents

Tn the lower reaches of the Taku River and up to

the mouth to the Tulsequelh River the river-bed is featured by
a very pradual gradient, there being a rise of only 70 feet
from sen~level in this distance of 26 miles. At normal water
the river in this stretch is conscquently not excessivelj
awift and can be easily navigated by small river-boats egquipped
with 6-horsepower outboard motorse

Above the Tulsequah River the course of the stream
rises more steeply and the flow is consequently swifter, Tt
is anid to be navigable by small 16=foot outboard-motor powered
boats, with the ald of poling and lining in the more rapid
stretehes, as far os the confluence off the Nakina and 31loko
Rivers, 31 miles sbove the wmouth of the Tulseqguah Riverm

o

From the above information it is apparent that

Tateral connections from the "Central A" route to the Pacific

Comst are not Favourable from the standpoint of reasonable

=

ven 1f expensglve surveys

[

construction or maintenance costs.
vevenlod locations on which a road might be bullt, the cost.of
construction and mointenance, combined with a short geason,
would in no way be justified by the advontages thet might be
galinocde

Settlements on the Pacific Coagt, both in Canada

and Alaska, now have the benefit of firste- lasg water

(@]

[ IR S <A
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transportation over the entire year, and there seems no good
reason for the construction of costly connectlion to the Alasks
Highway route that would not improve present Lransportation
facilities,
The advantage of the "Central A" route through
being nearer the Pacific Coast than the "B" route is not

satablished when the facts are knowne.

YUKON TERRITORY

In the preliminary report of the Commission sube
mitted in April, 1940, brief reference was made to routes of

ighway through the Yukon Territory. As mentioned at that

Time a large amount of information on possible poutes through
this area was already avallable from Federal sources. This
wasg supplemented by reconnalssance work undertaken in the
1959 geason from Whitehorese to the Alaska boundsry via Kluane
Lake and River and by extensive reconnaissance survey work
undertaken in the Yukon Terrvitory in the 1940 season by
Engincer J.H. Mitchell. (See Appendix for Mr, Mitchell®s report
on recomnaissance surveys from the Alaska Boundary to Dawson
and Carmacks, Y,T, and on routes from Carmacks to tThe Yukon
boundary on Atlin Lake.)

Tre information now available indicates clearly
the routes that will likely be Collowed.

On the eastern or "BY route the location through

the Yukon would, as previocusly mentioned; traverse the valley

£

1

of the Irances River and PFrances Lake Lo the Behring Divide

north of Finlayson Leke and thence down the Pelly River to the
Pe

=

vicinity ¢

11y Crossing. From that point, while several

]

K 2y

alternative routes offer themselves, the general course of thé
highway would be nertherly via Reid Laekes to McQuesten and then
te Dawson via cither Flat Creek and the Klondike River, or o

promising routes via Radford and Bonanza or via Caribon and

CUNKCT 6
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Mr, Mitchell's reconnaissance report favours a route
designated as "B" and "B-1" between the Pelly River and Dawson.
This roube approximates the location of the existing trail from
Pelly Crossging to the vicinity of Stewart River and then turn

resterly to Reld Lake Lake Creek valley is then followed to
McQuesten and from that point the route follows successively
the valleys of Slough Creek, Flat Creek, and the Klondike River
to Dawsons,
From Dawson northwesterly to the Alaska boundary a
good deal of reconnailssance work was undertaken. Several
outes were investigated including those via Fortymile Creek

< 1

valley, via the existing Glacier Creek road, via 3wede Creck
valley and via Bell and Sixtymile Creeks. The most satisfactory
route appears to be that from Dawson via Bell Creek and over

the divide to the Siztymile valley and following the latter to
the Alaska boundary. The estimated distance on this route is

68 m¢1cua This route, and other routes, isg described in detail
in the reconnaiesance reporte.

On the "Centrsl A" route the entrance into the Yukon
Territory would be made on the east bank of Atlin Lake. From
that point a route following the ecast side of Little Atlin
Lake and of Marsh Leke and down the Lewes River to Whitehorse,
1s the shortest and most direct, While it by-passes Carcross’
it 1s less costly because of lower mileage, A locatlion via
Carcross would shorten road connection between Atlin and the
Tukon-Wnitepass rallway by 22 miles, but this local advantage
does not justify abandening the shorfer and cheaper Marsh Lake
route

From Whitehorse the main highway towards Dewson would
follow generally that of the existing winter road or trall o

Cormacks. No difficulties in construction are indicated. UWorth

s
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taplids, the highway would cross the

of Carmacks at B
Lewes River continuing along the cast bank to Minto. From this

polint the favoured roube would swing northensterly to the Pelly
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fhite Horse, Y.T., from
2000' up (from southwest).

B.C, Yﬁkon = Alasks
Highway Commission.
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moderate and from the information obtailned by reconnalssance
surveys are slightly below a maximum of 3,000 feet.
On the route via Dawscon, slevations are also come
paratively low, the only section where they might be a factor

being botween Dawson and the ALlaska boundary., However, the

maximum elevation on the route favoured is on the divide betweeh
the headwaters of Bell Creek and the headweters of a tributs Ty
creck of the Sixtymile River, and Mr, J.H, Mitchell in His re-
conmnadfgsance report consgiders this elevation ig below 3,000 feet.
Consequently there seemas no advantage to either route in sgo far
a3 elecvatliong are concernede

In regard to mileages in territorial Alaske the es-
timated length from the Alaska-Yulon boundary at Mirror Creek
on the Kluane Lake route to Failrbanks 1s given by the United
States Commission as 330 miles, of which 100 miles (along the

Richardson Highway) 1s already built, On the Sixtymile Creek
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son o rough estimate of the Aloska mileage

(by scale) is 320 milesz,of which 100 miles (along the Richardson

Highway) 18 already built. 4 member of the United States Alask

Highway Commission has supplied an estimated cost for the 230

"miles of new road reguired in Alaska from Fairbanks to the Yulkone

Wirror Creek of $2,760,000, The United States

Commisgion has not yet supplicd any estimated cost for the route
from the Aloska boundary at Sixtymile Creek to the Richardso
Highway,

The Whitehorse=Klunne Lakngnltb River roubte crosse

the southwestern corner of the Yukon and i1f adopted, the latter

territory, which 1is under Dominion control, would have comparﬁm

Tively 1little benefit from the Alaska Highwoy except through the
secondary roads. Construction on this route

9

Dawson and all the productive mining areas in

T Dawson, Mayo, and cther districts, would have no convenient
conncctlion with the International Highway, Thesc aoreas would

still have to depond on gummor navigation on the Yukon River or




Five Finger Rapids, Lewes
River, from point one mile
south.
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B.C. Yukon = Alasks
Highway Commission.




Looking down Yukon River

41 miles south of Stewart
River and showing bluffs

on north bank.

B.C. Yukon = Alaska
Highway Commission.




Panoramic view of Reid ILakes and Lake Valley
Watercourse looking southwest.

Looking up the Pelly River to Granite Canyon
from a point off the mouth of Needlerock Creek.



Panoramiec view of the West bank of the Yukon

River from a point on slide above the City of
Dawson.

Looking up the Stewart River, 4 miles above
the mouth of Lake Creek. Ice Box Rapids.
Proposed Bridge Site.




Looking up Swede Creek.
Possible bridge site 1,000 feet up Swede Creek
from the mouth of the Middle Fork.

Looking east down 60-mile River from a point on
60-mile trail, above the mouth of Glacier Creek.
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on the eventual constructicn of secondary roads towgonneot
with the main highway.

Dawson, Bear Creck, Hunker Creel, and the Klondilke
River are all names that represent world famous placer-mining
areag, Dawson partlcularly is intengely interesting from the
tourigt standpoint and for thig reason alone has a strong claim
for the international route. AT the same time 1f the Dawson
route iz selected the main highway can pass through the more
settled sccbtions of the Yukon Territory withouf any increasecd

mileage or loss of alignment advantages. The route through

vl

Daweon isg further a natural location if the "BY route, and which »
follows the Pelly River, is adopted. |

Regardlcss df what arrangements may be arrived at
for the financing of the Aluska Highway some 85 per cent of the
distance will be in Canadian territory and the responsiblility
of its maintenance will largely rest with Canadao AT the =zame
time Canadian interests require that where the highway can be
reuted to better advantage for the development of natura
resoufo@s, this should be done provided the route as a whole will

9

not suffer through inferior grades and alignment or by increasecd

milenge and cost,

In so far as the Yukon Territory i1s concerned thers
seems no doubt thoat thie Kluane Lake alternative, which 1s avail-
able on the "Central A" route, would benefit the Yukon as a
whole to only 2 small degree unless ext@nsiﬁe secondary roads
wore bullt, The cost of these to Canada would be far greater

than the expected moving to the United States through the

adoption of the Klumne Loke locatione

Fal

In viww o

the ghort length of the highway in :

=

serious disadvantage to that territory

11 Comadn selects o route that will make commection with the

Alnskn section of the road ab o noint west of Dawson,
These points were discussed at the joint meoting

of the two Commisslons in Washington in March, 1941, end the

e 00O 0



Miles Canyon, Lewes River - 1898.

Freighting around Whitehorse from Miles Canyon - 1898,




Ascending Chilcoot Pass in May 1898.

¥ive Fingers Rapids on Lewes River - 1899.




The old Nugget Express arriving in Dawson - 1899;
Rates 4 cents a pound in or out of Dawson.

By
U
NPT

Steamer "Whitehorse" on Lewes River near
Carmacks - 1922,




Footbridge and Canyon on Lewes River near
Whitehorse.




Tailings on Klondike - Mouth of Bonanza Creek, 1922.
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members of the United Stategs Commission expressed full appre-
ciation of the Canadian viewpoints, At the same time they
asked that, in wmaking its 1941 report, the Commission set down
the facts in regard to the Kluane Lake route and mention the
preference of the United States Commissioners for it. This
has been done, However, under all the cifcumstances, the
Canadian Commission has decided that Canadian interests would
be much better served by routing the Highway through Dawson
17 the "Central A" route should be adopted,

A general statement on highway construction in
northern areas 1s appropriate at this point. While the Informa-
tion collected shows that there is no difficulty in construction
through the Yukon Territory and that ample construction facili-
ties are afforded by existing waggon roads or trails, construct-
ién in the northern section of the Yukon will follow a somewhat
different procedure than in southern areas because of frost
conditions, It is considered in the Yukon Territory that from
the construction standpoint the perpctual frost line runs east

and west through Yukon crossing and that north of this line
construction methods must be modified to sult frost conditions.
These circumstances have been given due consideration in
estimates of costs through the territory, which are comparatively

high in view of the moderate amount of grading that will be
required ver mile of road,
GENERAL
In reviewing available routes of the British

Columbia~-Yukon=Alaska Highway the Canadian Commissioners have

given consideration to the general plObl“W £ servicing an
area or a country by highways., The Alaska Hidghway opens the

breoadest flelds in so far ag this feabure 1s concerned, A

route through the opproximete geographical CCﬂt“o of Canadian

territory s posgible and, by some diversions and meanderings,

a large comount of territory can be dirvectly tapped in wh

D‘
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the natural resources show considerable promise, On the other
hand a direct route is possible which will afford low mileage
and result in low cogsts Areas not served by this route can be
connected with it by secondary lateral roads.

The type of route first mentioned involves some
gacrifice of the road standard, as regards grades and alignment.

It also regquires the investment of a large sum of money per

mile to service areas where potential resources have not yet

been provene. On the other hand a direct route involves no

asgumption of profitable development of any area, and areas

that prove themsclves later on can always be connected to the
main route by sccondary roads.
These factors indlicate that from the engineering

viewpoint and from thoe standpoint of an International Highway,

the best route ig that which is the shortest and most direct,

and which nt the some time affords reasonable access to adja-

cent territory. This view is strengthened when the direct

route is also the least costly. On this basis the Eastern or

routs has the most advantages.

Ls shown on the table of estimates this route
involves 1180 miles of new construction at an estimated cost
of $18,090,000, and = total costs, including nccessary improve-

1

ng roads, of $22,300,000 from Vancouver to the

a

ments to exist

Alaska boundary, with a total distance of some 1705.5 miles.

The addition of Ten percent for engineering and

contingencies brings the total cstimated cost to $25,000,000,

ECONOMIC ASPECT

The Order in Council of December 22, 1938, appointe

ing the Canadian Commission provided that the latter "Inguire into

e

the engineering, economic, financial, and other aspects of the

proposal to construct the said highway to Alaska®,

-~

Supporters of the projcct have stated that the

hipghway 15 justified from both the standpoint of military

o

defence and from the standpoint of economic developments

® 000 8-
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:"J

The Comadssion does not intend nor is it authorized Tto drell

£ da l,

on the matter of the Highvwey from the m

i_!o

litary stendpoint.

This cucecbion is one that will no doubt Dbe doalt with from

.o tine, as noecessary, hy the Joint Defence Board of Conada

T :

Tn regard to the cconomic aspects this is o wicd

&3
<

gucstion thab possibly could not Dbe definitely answered until

the Highwav was bullt and in usc,
Tnformabion given in the Appendix of this report
indicatces the natural resources of the arsas in northern British

Columbia and the Yukon that will be traversed by the Highways

will be encourared by the construction of the Highway depends
upon thelr own potential values Certainly the building of the
road will stimulate to a great degree investigation of forest,

mineral, ond waterspover wenlth in the Facific northwests. AT

e aamc bime since the Highwav will connect territorial Alasla

Sith bhe main srea of the United States 1t will prove a LY emen -

Aous Factor in encouraging and developing tourist traffic from

fic States, nob only through British Columbis anc the
vulcon but throughout all the western provinces. The new highway

will malce available unlimited recreational areas that will

abtract tourists of all classcs and ages. New hunting and

made easily accessible and new scenic

ran oo of all motorists In North America.

In 1ts oxecellent report of 1938 the Inter-

Aepnrtmentel Committec at Obttawsa came to the conclusion

that the consbruction of the I

miasion. The labter sgree with the findings of the

copartmental committee to the extent that 1t may

4’\
pors
)
o
ct
ot
N
-
@

not he possible to prove now In so many gures

construction of fhe Highway is justified from the economi

SN pLe
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Poriod of Construction

Undocr normal conditions the cconomic time to be

o

o

nllotted for construction purposes is usually arrived at by

sebting an approximate balance between cost of cquipment

necesgary for quick construction and the extra overhead costs

involved over o long construction period, all being subject to

I
o

any urgent need of the project. In the case of the ALlaska

Highway, five or siz vears would be rcasonabls from the con-

&

atruction standpoint and would alsgo ensure falirly prompt com-
pletion of the road, I an emergency condition arose he
construction periocd could be greatly shortened. In the latter
- ,

. 8 1 3
se the "B route has considerable adventage over the'Central

LT route since it is not only shorter bubt 1ts topographical

feoturea lend thomselves more readlily to guick comstruction of a
preliminary noturc.
CONCLUSIONS

LAfter careful consideration of the informatiom ob-

3

tained on tho ground by members of the Cormission and its
engineers, ag well as of the facts and opinions brought out in
public hearings and in bhriefs filed on behoalf of varlous in-
tereagts, all of which arc smbodicd, in whole or in summary, in

this Feport, ths Commission has agreed upon: the Following cone

clusionss
Ipowm the towns of Prince George, Fort Stis James and

Hazelbton, Belee all at present connected with Vancouver and the

internati

through the provincial highway system,

three me melves for the extension of that

gvatem north through B sh Columbia end the Yukon Territory
to alaska., The charocteristics, advantages and disadvantagos

of thege three main roubos, known as the "Coast®™ Route, the
Routc and BT Route, as well ag of various nlbternatives of perhts

ol thege routus, have been investigated by the Commission as

carefully ag circumstances would permit. They have been described

in some eariicr parts of

1y Tthe Const Route would run from

of the Nass ond Bell-Irving Rivers
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fow cngincering difficulties, would not be expensive either to
build or to maintain, would give convenient access to feeder
highwave from Llborte through the various mountain passes, would

tap valuable natural resources, and would lead directly to

Dawson and by an casy ciglneering route to the Alaskan boundary.

,_

2

ional advantage of offering practicable

A

It would haeve thoe addit

connoctions with the Alr Roubes now under construction from

N
[

mniddle~westorn nirfields through Edmonton to Fort St. Jchn on

the Peace River, and from the Pacific Coast through Prince

and Fort MclLeod to Fort St. John, and thence to Fort

Nelson, Whitehorse, Dawzon, and Falrbanks in Alaska,

o

The "A" Route, in any of its alternatives, would be

intercasting and attractive to tourists from a scenic point of

-

big game hunters

a4

view, It would offer unusual posgsibilities for
and fishermen, would zive even more convenient access to valuable

nntural resources than the "B" Route, and would serve in varying

degrecs the intercsts of oxisting communities such as Hazelton,
Telegraph Creelr, Atlin, Corcross and Whitehorse and, through the

edivm of the Yhite Pass and Yukon Railway, similay communities

in

It should bes particularly noted that both the il
Route and the "B" Roube would be entirely ﬁr cticable from an
cngincering polint of vicw.

The Commissicn finds that the cost of a highway
comploted to the reguired standard, but exclusive of pévimgP

5,000,000 to $30,000,000, The Cormmission
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1t Lo amphasize the fact that all estimabtes of
ceste glven in this Heport are based on reconnalssance surveys,
and are therelore necessnrily only approximate. Before cone .

struction could begin location surveys would be necessary to

1ve routes are cvailable and to confirm and enlarge informa-

Le propose in the Commissionts Preliminary Report,

N T A ]
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field work was carried out in the season of 1940 by both
Dominion and British Columbia engineers, whose Reports will
be found in the hLppendix. These Reports substantially cone
firm the Commissionts expectations as to the characteristics
of the various "A"™ Routes in British Columbia, and of practi-
cable routes in the Yukon. ’

While, as stated above, the Commigsion finds
that, with the excepticn of the Coast Route, all routes men-
tioned in this Report are entirely practicable from an
engineering point of view, and each has important advantages
as a highway through British Columbia and the Yukon to Alaska,
a careful balancing of advantages and disadvantages leads the
Commission to the conclusion that the "BY Route would best
fulfil the purposes of such o highway.

The Commission desires to record its appreciation
of the willing cooperation of all interested parties in bring-
ing together the available material bearing upon practice
able routes for the proposed highway. Particularly the
Commigsion wishes To express its gratitude to the Government
of British Columbia for placing the maps and engineering data
in its possession at the disposal of the Commigsion and for

authorizing, at considerable expense, addltional field

urveys by its engineers. The Commlission also wighes to

)]

xpress itz thanks to the Department of Mines and Resources,
Surveys and IEngineering Brench, for the reconnaissance
survey work of its construction engineers, and for under-
taking the great task of checking reports, estimates of

cost and mileage, end preparing the maps that accompany

this report, 211 this work hes been of the greatest
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asslstance in the preparation of the Commission’s own report

to the Canadian Government.

Dated at Ottawa this /4 °
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