PRALIMINARY CONFERRENCE, APRIL, 1939

The members of the Cammission, Honourable Charles .tewart, Brigadier-General

Thomas Trembluay, Mr J..ardle, ¥r Artlhur Dixon and ir J.W.Spencer, held a

creliminary mesting 1o Victoria on April 2%th, 1939, and conferred with the

Ldiny

Premier of Britvish Columbia, Honourable T.D.Paybtullo, the surveyor-General of

British Columbia, ¥ ¥.0.Green, the Depuly WMinister of Minss of British

Columbia, Dy J.¥.dalker, Mr C.Frank of thes Ingenica Mines, and ir C.&.wWebb,

District Clhief fngineer, Dominion Jater and Power Bureau.

fd

T.D.Pattullo Mr Pattullo descrivbed the history of the nrojsct to

build a road through British Uolumbia and the Tukon

te Alaska and his own interest therein. He msds 1t clear that suclh a highway

would be valuable in opening us the northern part of British Columbila, and would

be egually imvortant to the Unlted States as & means of communication between
the State of Jashington and Alaska., The United sStates desired a highway mainly

as a tourist route. He did not believe there was any demand for it asg a military

road. No suggestion of military use had entered into his conversstions with the

President or any other official of the United States Govermment. ifr Pattullo

also outlined his negotiations with the Dominion Goverument.

F.C.Green Mr Green sald that survey work in the area through which

the highway might be built had been mostly confined to
the region south of Prince George, but that there was a net of triangulation on
ne Stikine river te Telegraph Creek, and from Prince George north to the

Ingenica river. Beyond this the Geoleogical = rvaw had done a little work in the

vicinity of Dease lake.

At the time of the former Commission in 19317 he said "all the discussion

wag concerning a route northward from Hazelton, and two survey parties were
sent out, one by airplane and the other by pack horse. Rolston worked south

of Telegraph Creck and did a certain amount of flying, taking a series of views

shich are not of very gr eat value for t0pogw¢'l1 al purposes. Mr Cray obtained
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some information north of Telegraph Creek as to the
"ife have very definite information from Frince
Pags, TFrom that point northwazrd the best informati
report of Insnector Moodis of the North-West Mounte
in 1898 locating & waggon road to the Tukon, and in

Papers there ig & day to day descripticn of the rou
Fechika river almostv down to the Liard. He went frz

aown the Dease to Lower P he Liard

Finlayson lake, which is close ~Yulkon

+

DBase is about 2,500 feet roughly, and o zo w
is probably over 5,000 fest, There ares lower altit

and IMnlayson

L
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acro to Atlin.

George north vo the Sifton

ig obbvained from the
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d Police who went through

one nof thas Oittawa bHesgionsl

the

A
el

te that he fou down

to deDame and

<

Kivers to th

vide., The altitude

est ¥ Lake the altitude

uwdes vo the soutbtlh, down fo

pogsibly 4,000 feetb, but the untry 1s not covered by aay survey.™

dr Green sald that Gray's iunvestigations had besn west of Dsasge lakes. Al1
reports obtained wers on the "A" route., The far western voute vas inside the
Coast Range but i & country of heavy snowfall. The Nass Kiver had a wids
estuary, vsry open to the Paciric, and there was hzavy snowfall up the Nazs

valley. The Iskut was also open to the Pacific and was therefore subject 1o
wel winds, vrecipltation and snow. Precipitation was much hesavier south than
north of Teleagrapn Cresk, Frecipitation on the sastern route, or B rouse,

WRE COn nineteen inchss
stern route wenb
river foy soms distance on the west side of the valley in favourable country,
then over a divide iuto ths Iskubt valley and thence rnorbth~uuzat into the Stikine
sastzern route was about 209 miles suorier than the western roule

e

¥y oarrec
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awson, which would probably
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The casterr route was alge close Lo the Peace River azx
wmites from dinlay Torks to the end of thec. lsii: - roads in the Peace Liver Block.
Thare was alco a road running north fron Vanderhooi to the east end of S*&avt
2, and 2 omining road from thoere up teo Manson Crsek. This latter was a joint
of the Dominion Deparuwment of Mines and the vrovineial
N 16 bad been built a 1ittle to ths sastward of the rouve orviginally
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a lower pass, and reached an altitude of 3,800 feet.

e highest point on the Swmit Lake route would be 35,180 feet, and it would

pass through s moderate precipitation belt, The =zititude was lower than in

ae Cariboo country. trail could be very easily bullt to get to the Telegraph

Orzel country 1 the headwaters of the Finlsy river, bub 1t would reach an
altitude of about 4,500 feelb. )

The Tinlay and He

o

marked divide Tnepe

o

very 2asy to got

A
%

Toundation., It was b

and Atlip, but these

country.

1stern contact,

"he conl was said Lo
Consil sble

Twaent

Provincial CGover

TRHouts "AY passes thr

A0V

winlel

chilka valleys were wide and fliat, and there was no very

ctor Moodis had referred to muskegz but had sald that it was
id.  The courtry was one of glaclal drift, with a good

rue bthat the sastsrn routs would not touch Telegrapl: Craek
were very emnsll towns. The lazelten route would go through
ast e cores, and most mines were on ths

was on the szastern of the Coast Range batholith.
be anthracite but access to it was difficult and cosily.

had been done about 1812-1

in the Groundhog country at that tims.

made surveys

sen said:

Py

ssibilities of the two routes, iy Jr

ough jack-pine, Llow foothill country and goes over a divide

into the Bkooens valley, which 1s heavily ftimbered, mostly hemlock. There would
not be very intevesting scensry unbtil the leppan river is reached. The distant

view of the

ig veyy unintsresting
Cn the eastern "BY rc

ar

nog

‘cace B

rould not be very scenic. North of Telegraph Cresk
plateav country, but the Atlin country is very beautiful.

ute there is not muclh scenic value until towards Finlay
Mountains ars visible to the esash. finlay Forks is
ateway to the Rocky Mounbains. 1b iz a very fascinabing

iver from Finlay Forks. The Fechika valley has bheen

doseribed ag the mosv beautiful valley in British Columbia.®
Mr Green added bthat the esstern routs wasg close to an agriculturel area which
wouldl he a ly. There was good Tarm land in the lower

v to a point about 30 milss north of Finlay Forks. The valley was
Tour or rive miles wide and low erough for agricultural purposes. The Ominsca



and Ingenice valleys were limited in area. The country north of
w8 & lower altitude courntry. This was the greasest game counvry in British
Colunh i,

In regard to Llying conditione, i¥r CGreeun pointed éut that airplanes would
have bevber {lying weather on the eastern route. As to refueling there wag no

cheap way of getting in supplies onm the western route midway betwsen Hazeltbin

and Telegraph Creek. On the eastern route supplies could come in by Hudacn Hope.

Replylug to other questions, rresn sald tThat there would be no seriocus

obatacies to the construction of & highway through the Yukon, as the roube

would Tfollow river vallaya. Ag to bthe guestion of cost, he gaid t

wiffarence hatwesen the "AY and "BY routes would run into millions.

M Gresn commnented on the precipitation at Dawson, whici was 13 incheg, and

2t Drince Ceorge, 12 inches, and vhat apparently the Kechike ares in heitweoy

driocr.

Mr Green filed a Memorandum which will be found in the Appendix ag 5.

Do J. dalker Dr Walker discussing the mineral possibilitiss of the
two routes sadid:
"The waesterly part of Route "A™ is, on the whole, & little too Tar =zash

atill further west, through

of the Coast Hange. Tae road would

avsolutely impossible country, in crder to reach our g£nown

"ield, but wouid be too fax

Fy

Froute "A™ would be in touch with the Croundbog coal

1

awey for any wesl valve et the moment. There 1s encugh coal near tne Skeena river

the Canadian Nabtionmal Rollwoys;

at Smiihers to supply all thet 18 neecded

ir. Tact, most of the coal golng to Prince Lupert actuaily comeg from Alheria,

"he esasterly route is the logical route as far as construction geeg. T

route would ftap an area wWe ars opening up now with the Manson Crsek rosad sons

s ig a mineralized belt lying along the mountairs

sasterly route wiich we think is vevy promising. Mansou
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on Tinding much to the east, butbt the west is better country and branch roads
could be built to the west.m

Im regard to snowfall, Dr Welker said that 1f you could keep away from
sumpits of 3,800 feet, the snowfall was not bad, In parts of the road the
Province was bullding east from the south end of Deasge lake, there was only
o tiree months open season on a 4,500 foot pass. They were swinging west
to sgoms known mining pronerty. The road to Manson Creek would be only forty
miles from Finley Borks this year,and construction was fairly easy. Reports

a3 to the territory from Finlay Forks to Fort Crahame were to the effect that

it was all sasy golng on gravel benches all the way up the valley
into the Yukon. The highest dlbstnd would be 3,100 or 3,200 feet, and going

L B

dowin the Trench to the international boundary the highest point would be about

If tns highway should be constructed on the "BY route the pressnt mining

The mineral area would

o

roads would Srobably be converted into winier roa
be a little to the westward and 1s nearer the east route than the west route
Route "A" would tap the area where we are building east, from the south
gnd of Dease Lake,.but Dr walker thought that transportation would be by the
river out to the coast rather than along the road to Hazelton, The natural
cutlet in the Coast Range was by river and ocean tra nbao“t

Ag te the Hazslton-Atlin route, the height of the sumnits was a difficulty.

01d Telegraph Creek - Yukon trail between the Stikine and the Yukon,

there wag muskeg at 5,000 feet, and on fthe high summits it was a conbtinuous
fight to kees horses on the surface. The road going in from the scuth snd of
Dease Lake wasg very much the same. The ground was very wet during the thres

wonths frost was out of the ground. The eastern route would be the driest.

to conditions in the Wukon, Dr Walker saild that whethsr route YBY

came in on the Pellw or ths Lewes, either would bs easy going. The only thing
would be one or two big bridges. The Pelly would seemn to be the sasiest way

To the objection that th 5 route would not reacn Whitshorss, Dr Walker

om the Liard over to the Teslin, but

H

sald that it would be poseible to build F

the summit would be about 5,000 fest,



In rsply to varicus guestions Dr Walker saild that from the noint of

visw o0 the mining industry, the castern route would be best. The Pelly river

wes navigable for some di

tance by small stern paddle boats. There were only a

Tew vlaces in the Fockiss where there were known to be minerals. Some of Hhe

) . -

the Peace River arsa.

roal in the country was in

oy

In repard to gold mining, DOr Welker sald "Ons of these days they &

going to Find lode gold in the area eagt of Dease lake where we are building

a winter road. e have been gebuving =itremely coarse tlacer pold during ths

W

st Lwo yesrs This area mway or may not develop into a2 placer area, bubt it

1 one of the best spots in Drivish Colubia for lode gold. Freighv rates on

qAaterial going into Atlin are high but ratss on concentrates coming out awve

[

» reazonable.  The whole ares attributary to The Stikine 1z sccessiblie o
¥

the coasgt. The Taku area can be opensd up by river traunsportation and local

et
i

les in ths northorn part

of Britizh Columbia. He said:

"The OQmineca valley is an important part of the district for mineral

resources. Our Company has expended about $400,000.00 and crown granted about
forty mineral claims er up the valley 1o

closz to Sifton Pags, but they did net go beyond Sifton Pass. e

heve information From Trappers that there is considerable placer gold left in

chie Turnagain river. Ag Par as we know the pase is feirly low, about 3,000
feet . Tor a pumnper of ysars we
Hawelton routs, towards Hlappan Pass, and they reported that the country is

glate formation with no mineralization until the Iskut river. Tie

zation was mainly gold and copper.
"The ¢ilvides ave very high, arvound 5,000 fest, and the snow would be very

neavy, szhout fifteen feet in Julw., I think that the interior bsls would be liae

ey A e e S i e 3 N P met At o ment e 3 - Ty s Sy 8
moot suitable ane would be open for several months longer. Irom a mining man's

:f*

the country following the Ominecs batholith

route the distance vetween Vancouver and
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Fairbanks is several hundred miles shorter; cost of construction would be less;

of good agricultural lands; there are vast mineral resourcss, The snowfall
at Port Grahame averages about 4 feet, and is aboubt the szme at Finlay Forks.
further north the snowfall gets very light.™

In repurd to the character of the timber betwesn Fort Grahame and Sifton
Pasgs, My Frank said that it concisted of spruce, balsam and some pine, very small,
about 1& inches. The country was of bench formation over which bulldozers could
go into work. The valley of the Ingenica averaged about two miles wide. The
main Rocky Mounteln trench was about 70 miles wide. There was plenty of room
for a Lighway on the benches, and the easgtern side of the wvalley would be the

best, ocows left Summit Lake about May 10th, but the Peace river proper was

cpen about one month earlisr. The Finlay closed about November 10th. There

was considerable gold in the northern country around the Liard. As Tar as

his information went the whole gzold country was more or less of a beanch country

and falirly heavily wooded in places. There would be no difficulty in the

Mr Webb sald: "I spent six weeks continual travelling

between Jhitehorse and the intermnational boundary and went

streams to the east of the Yukon river, including the Pelly.

I want up the Pelly from Selkirk on the Yukon, to some milss above Macmillan,

24

e river is navigable Tor small boats, which drew about 3 feet of water in

T T T
LY

June, and we had no trouble to about twenty miles above Macmillan., The ¥ 7

is navigable by canoe up to the Ross river. There are windings in the river

and in spots Tthere would be sluggish water. There would be no construction

2

"
9]

difficulties in the valley and no difficulty in obtaining a reascnable crossing

river. Difficulties would be sncountered unless you stayed well

away Trom the river itself becauss 1t 1s so winding. The valley is fairly

wide and sporsely bimbered, I% is gquite dry in this section.




atter nart of Jurve on the Pelly.

-

"The high water period is during ths
This is a wondsriul country for trcut and grayiing, and there are lots of
noose, hear and mountain sheep. The amcunt of driftwood might interfere
with the landing of vlanes, depeanding on the type of freshet. There are

bases for swmer supplies at the Hudson's at shitewater, Finlay

Porks and Fort Grahame.'



Tha Commission met in incs George, british Columbia, on July 6%h,193
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Ihe Chalrman explained the purpose of the investiga

ot o et e - o 3 by g el enair o
was anxious to have the visws of
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H.G.T W Perry, MULL4A. Mr Perry made a sta

George Board of Trade, MQur interest in the Alasks

was first stimulsted in 1930 when the late Premier Tolmie
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1 Vancouver to Prince
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States and British Columbis. ... Prince George has long besn a strategic point
rthera Sritisih Columbia, first as water route,
iway and air centre., ... £rincs Goorge 1S a

already and must be so considered in regard
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or Perry pointod ocut that Prince George offered several alternat

vitich two were already built and two others undsr achtive construction.

In the first class was the Cariboo hway to Vancouver and the United 3tates,

road by way of Cash Creek to Kamloops and Okenagan and the United States.

In the highways under counstruction, one leads to the VYellowhead Pass and south

to Téte Jaune and Kemloops.

read under construction would connect

I Edmonton and the highway system eaat of the Rockiss.

another route would reach dSdmonton by way of Finlay Forks and ths Peace MHiver
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the cagterly routs should be selesctad for the iflaska highway. 4

tliird possible routs to the sast would be availables by way of Kamloops and
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be a route from Prince CGeorge west

oard of Trade did not
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hegvy coustruchion work by way of Bifton Pass.

nvolve for the most part gravel foundation and

There was very 11ttt e snow beltween Finlay Forks and Sifton
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The route ran through a vallsy

report on northern British

for a raillway. ilr
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Survey of Capada in 1888

report of Inspector J.D.Moodie of the Worth dYest

Mounted Police on won to 18697, where he

of the faci

British Columbia

that would be inciunded in the VB route.

J.G.Turgson, for Cariboo,

degeribed scme of the advantages of the Prince Gesorge
route snd emphasized the fact that there wers on it no dsep river channels,
and road construction would otherwlise bs relatively cheap. The run of
waterways" Le said "gives us a clear indication of the terrain through which
-1

the road would travel., 1In parts of the north country the rivers cut deeply into

is not the cass with

b glacial clay, and road counstruction is costly.

Finlay river route of the proposed Yukon-wlasgka highway.
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country degire this npighway ardently arnd will finalily accept any routs
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etent authority.”
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traverse a wide plateau and would result in lower construction costs. The
Huzelton route, on the other hand, had to cut across many rivers running

through deep velleys,which would involve heavy costs for bridges.

The tabular matter inecluded in the Brisf filed by ir Parry

will be found in ths Appendix.

Vanimrhouf
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The Commission held a public hearing in Vanderboof, British Columbia, o1

hoof and District Board

@]
-,
<
=3
(0]
o
=
a8

H.V.Taylor e Taylor es President

o1 Trade, welcomed the Commission to Vanderhoof.

Vanderhoof and

District Board of Trade, vresented a Brief signed by

self and the rfresident. Ie said thet the Soard of Trade did ot proposs

to zo 1nto details of the they were of the opinilon

that such matters should properly be left to the Commission’s engineers. mr

neral way whal he descrited as the lazeliton and

Vanderhn - Finlay Forks routes.

4

con rouve, e sald, had much to commend it and we

he lnzel e g undoubtedly

el

nimber of It

sgeople in cent

d
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rolvad no new congt

as Tar as Hazelton, and the Boerd saw no objection
to its adovtion.

n

hen ths poard Telt

d-

the Hazelton route wae ncot feasible,

Tinlay fozkg route ghould be carefully examined., On this

route, by the end of the »resgent season, a rozd would be zvallseble to within

legs than Tforty miles of Finlay Forks, the end of 1940 the road would
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probably be completed to that point. At the

Pederal and Provincial govermments would apent between about

200 on this higaway.

rt of an

Finlay Torks the route would run through
. )

mining field of vroved possibilities, would cpen up
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mining area. It would also make very attractive

some of the #inest fishing on the co The route from

the

3
]

woadd additional advantage covld be liaked up

Vanderhoof
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r forty miles
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practically duplicate 1 hway Irom i

Lieut.Col.Bdward J.Ryan Mr Ryan, a countractor, who
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construction work in the district,

Manson Creek invol7vad a summuit
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maxiypum amcount of snow woul

-
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agricultural land along the route. Mr Samusl W.Cocker stressed the saving

in distance that would be made possible by adopting the Vandsrhoof route.

There were no engineering difficulties on the old Quesnel-~Blackwater route to
Vanderhoof. Mr Harold M.Periscn of Fort St James testified as to conditions

in his disbrict. He said»that there was a passable road for 85 miles north

of that point. Mr J.W.Myers, British Columbia Distriet sungineer, Public

Works Department, said that snow conditvions were favourable on the Vanderhoof
route; there was usually not much snow before December and it wag gone between
the middle of Wdrch and April 1st. The Vanderhool route was somewhat longer
than that D] Prince Geoorge. Mr Turgeon felt that the questions of disbtance

and the character of the route wore largely engineering problems and might very

well bs left to the engineers. Mr Taylor said that there was quite an
extensive farm arsea avound Vanderhoof, Not much lumbering at the present ftime.

The mining developments in the north had been a great help to the district, but the

leck of road facilitles had held back mining development. It was a splendid

country for tourists and sportsmen, picturesque, good fishing, and big game

lnnting. Mr BE.C.McGeachy testified that the resources in agriculiure were
extensive; thsre was good land from Vanderhoof to Fort Fraser, a distance of

twenvy-Tfive milses, and excellent prosgpects for ten or more miles north of that.
Mr Stephen Holmes spoke briefly on the resources of the district, as did also

My Lawrence R.Dickinson of Fort St James, with parficular reference to mining

development. Mr T.CG.Ludgate said that the ground in meny placss was admirably
adapted to the establishment of flying fields. It was mentioned at the

!

there were Cinnabar claims of considerable potential value in the



The Commission held a public hsaring at Burns lake, British Columbia, on

July 7th.

PV, Tellon Mr Tallon, President of tihs Durns Lake and District

Board of Trade, read a statewent To the Comission on

behalfl of the Beard in which the following facts and opinions were embodied:

“1l. The Province of Britieh Columbia has an investu 1,000,000,00 in

roaldways wuld dridegeg already constructed, {(at a cost approximately of $4, 000

per mile tetwesn Vanderhoof and Hazelton), cconsisting of an establiched

1oadbeo and ferry connsctions both north and south of the

Liglmwmy, whick wo believe should be used =s part of the proposed highway

syctew in oxder to save a like amount in ths total cost of the finished highway.
"Z. In meiling the Trip from Prince Georgs To ths Alaskan border it 1s necessary
to travel wostward approxinately 300 miles 1n addition to the distance to be

coverad norvhward. The road from Prince Georgs to Hazelbon travels west and

north for & Llile distance, leaving only that porfion which will run due north

atilli To be constiucetad.

"5, By usicg the Frince CGeorge to lLazelton highway asg part of the Alaska

70

highway svesten, the road travels through the centres of greatest population and

devaelopnent in northern British Coclumbia, namsly Prince Gsorge, Vanderhoof,

Fort Traser, Burrs Lake, Suithers, Hazelton and their respective districts.

1

f any othor route were chosen the yearly upkeep of the cxisting highway,
together with the pronosed road over any other route, would greatly exceed the

roguirenents were only one road in cxistencs.

"L From a militsry noint of view the route which makse the nsarvest approach 1o

the Pacific Coast porte suculd, we helieve, be given first consideration. A road
connection o Princo would Ls dinvaluable, .
£ lipe of lakes sulteovle for acroplane landings extead 1n all Tour dirsctions

u
-
5

would be ussad

fron surns
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"5. As s tourist attraction this route proves s veritable sportsman'®sz paradise.

The muerous lakes provide the best fishing to be found anywhers on the North
American continsnt. Bear, moose, deer, elk, caribou, mountain goat and mountain

sheep, ag well a3 upland birds and waterfowl are found in great numbers through-

the whole district. another ssset to bs coansidsred is that this 1sg the
ay to the Twoedsmulr Park, created two years apze by the Provincial Govern-
ment, and which would be a point of intersst to be visited by tourists.

N

coute suggested has, we believe, already been chosen as the logical

~3
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=
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one by englneers of previous construction projccts.

s This route will open up a country rich in nitural resources and ldeal
Por faming; the coal fields in the (Groundhog area, whers anthracite coal

is found in large guantities, to mention only one natural resourcs.

a, Thiz reute follows a belt of light spowfall, paralleling as it dosgs the

linz of the Cansdian National Railways, while a ovarallel route of even 100

miles northward ig in a belt of much hwavier snowfall. Joether the routs
chosen is duse north from Hazelton or far Lo the eastward, the snow and othsr

problems are ecqual; none of them are insurmountable to modern enginesrs
eguipped with cuitable machinery.

10, The routs prowosed by us follows the Canadian Naticonal Railways as

[

ar as Hazclton, thus

construction a

-

It would take at lesast twe years less time to complete the same road via

e}

than any other route because of the lenxtih of road already constructs

which would be available for bringing in up-to-date construction machinery.
"1l I the vicinity of Burns Lake, that 1s from Endako on the east to
Topley on the west (a distance of /5 miles); and Wistaria to the south {(a
digtance of 50 miles), we nave st the present time svproximetely thirty-five
stores, hotels and wlaces of businsss; twenty-two post offices and about tae

peonle of

Li@]

cape number of schools, serving the t ic within this area. The

are having difficulty making

the district, mostly conne

We consider that the
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a suceess by beine handicappe

U

congtructicn of the road would assist zreatly in this direction.®
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Olof Hanson In the discussion that folliowed, ftaken part in by Olof
and others

Hanson, Mewber of Parliament for skeena, J.G.Turgeon,
Mamber of Parliament for Cariboo, Mark M.Connelly, #M.L.A. for Omineca, #.T,

Kenney, M.L.A. for Skeens, and A.M.Ruddy, M.¥.Nourse, W.C.3aundesrs, J.5.3rown,

I=

Secretary Treasurer of the Board of Trade, the

Artinr Jood and L.X
gvetements supported in genersl terms the representations made on behalf of
tha Board of Trade. fmphasis was placed upon snow conditions, mineral

resources, {ish and game, the tourlst point of view. and the importance of

the road as a means of furthering loternational relations.

Smithers

The Commissicn neld an informal mesting at Smithere, British Columbia,
on July th, and ciscassed the propesed highway with a number of repressniative
oeople in that town. No formal statements were presented at Smithers on
beualf of the Board of Trade or individvals in that place, it being felt
thaet the interests of Smithers aad Hazeltoa belng identical, the former

could more counveniently be reprssented at Hazelton.

1620

Hazelfton

The hearing at Hazelton, British Columbia, was held in the afternoon of
July Sth.

James Turnbull Mr Turnbull, President of the Hazelton District

Chamber of Commsrce, submitted briefs and a map
expleining and illusteating the views of the Chamber of vomnerce, which were

commentad vpon by E.T.Kenney, M.L.A.



& M.L, A

.T.Kenney,

thousands of unemployed men at

Discussing the
the neople
on the look-out for new places
towsrd seeing 28 much as possi

nnect isolated po

shat wonld co

their suprnort. There was als

obstacle was the difficulty of

which would be ovsrcome by the

cqually interssted as 1t would

alse be borne in mind thot the

Justify such expenditure.?

In regard to route, Mr Ke

choos2 the right ouns.

-

but the development of the fub

of road necessary to make this

Not only

736

Mr Kenney pointed out that the construction of

a highway would provide work for

o

a time when 1t was most urgently nesded.

highway would serve, Mr Fenney said that

on travelling and were constantly

There was a definite movement

S e

L

to viglt.

ble of their own country, and zny highway

rtions of the United 3tates would receive

¢ an incrsasing intersst in Alaska and the only

getting there with thelr cars, a difficulty
building of this highway. Canada should be

mean an annual influx of tourists. It should
United States was Canada's only neighbour

1nd best custorer, and that it would he a gesturc of good will and a neighbourly
act to coopara with them in providing =2 road through sSritish Columbia to
Alaska.
"Statistics show"” said Mr Kenney, "that during the past ten years we
have expendaed on unemployment relief some $900,000,000 and there are very
few if any major projects comnleted to show for such an sxpenditure. Here
we have a dofinite objective, with industrics all elong the line proposed,
which in time will be sclf-susta ng and revenus-producing, and where such
work 1s undertaken there should be definitely revenue-producing industries to

o

nney said that it was of extreme importance to

should existing conditions be taken into account

5

ure might be anticipated. Of the 2,100 miles

o

vroject a reality, by using the western or

Hazelton route some 900 miles were already built, or nearly half the entire
highway., The points of accesgibility for construction purposes should also be

a detarmining factor,

a3 builldin

osts might be considerably rsduced in using
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thg Hazelton route,water traunsportation being available at maany joints for
the carrying of equipment and supplies, wioich would alsc make it possible
to carry on the work at various points at the same time. Mr Xenney mentioned
as wabter transportetion routes, the MNass river, the Portland canal and the
Stiins river.

He algo argued that it was important to have the highway definitely
connected with coast water transportation, as few if any motorists cared to

5

back-track over a long highway once they had gone to th2 end of the road.

By the Hazelton route it would be possible when the road had been co.pleted

g

road and ferry with Junsau, and still Ffarther north, from atlin to Skagway.
The Hazelton route would also serve such places in northern British Columbia
as rremisr, Telsgraph Creelk, Dease Leke and 3Stikine. 1t was alsc importen®

sr that tlhe Hazelton route would btest serve the towns farther norih

to ramemnt
in Alaska.

i

snney said that the Hezelton route would be besgt so far as the

r

interests of mining were concerned, as there was unteld minsrel wsalth in the

He wag inclined to discount the stetements as t0o. szcessive snowfall

zlong the Hezelton roule. In any evant, with moderrn machinery for snow removal,
dentl of the snow was not so seriocus a problem as it had been in the past.
The annual snowfoll on the highway south of Hazelbon was in many cases in

gxcess of winat has becn reoorted in the north, and thers had veen no difficulty
in handling it.

Hz thougint that in distributing the cost of construction of the highway
between Canada eud the United States, consideration should be ziven to the
fact that the major part of ths rond would lis in Cancda, while the meximum

vonelit would go to the United Stato

n

Mr Kenneyv £iled with fThe Commission cngincering data supplicd by P.AL

s

Honekbon, B.0.L.3., and a Brief prepared by the dazelton District Chamboer of
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which will be found in the Appsndix as

Ay

had

Beirnes Mr Beirnss (Hazelton, 3.C.) besbifisd that he
been over the propessd routss north of Hazelton
seversil 25 with doz teams and pack horsecs. The casterly of these two

ran by way of Kigpiox and the weste

rly through Kitwanza

@

country he would favour ths sastsrn of those Two rolutes, as
thore was lesz  snow and ths pass over to the wag only 3,500
The we s somewhat greoter but there was o perfect grode from Jazselton

to

Stikineg, and very few brideges would be

spruce, whitec fir and balsam, and

The snowlf«ll was not scrious, less
The snow wis gone about May 1Cth. The be
for road coustruction. There was very 1
Tacre were no abrupt summits in the Atlin

Tukon, conditlons there would be good

harles Borrett Mr Barrett |

he had had »

about forty years, and favoured the Kigpio
was elght fest in March a2t Nass Ho w

in wintor but not in swmmor. There was
taken =z corgoe to Desse Loke to r

no eummer btrail.

glievs londikers.

neoded.

it was 2 wonderful country for big
than on the more westerly routa.

very suitable

gg, and wide val

leys.

district, and from his knowledgu

for o highway.
of Berrett, Dulkley Valley) statad
xzperience on northern trails for

%X route, The most snow he had sean

the

PR

3 4
W1T O

familizr
In 1899 he had

You might think that the

Tarther aast the less snow, butbt th was nob truc, There was some nmuskoeg
but not much. He 4 not think thore wers any agricultural possibilities on

]
<

v of the availeble routes. There

wouth of Teslin lake, was 2 £lot plateau.
to Teslin laks was 150 miles,

Little Mr Little,

Georgs

fovour of the Kit

it

o
W

i}

good territory fo

speaxing

m o~
Thers

Poot.

was good timber on the

of Terrace,

Thre o Am
NC S
WS 3

Bell Irving river.

The distance from Telegraph Creel
; 28

British Columbia, spoke in
wanga route. In regard to the Yukon

YT IO The snowlial

lenty

Bell Irving route

ok



would be abively inexpensive. The west side of the Yukon would be

would follow Teslin

hest all the way to Dawson. The routs he

and river and Lewes river down to the Yulron, crossing the Yukon just

balow Dawson,

Frank M,Dockrill Mr Dockrill, of Telkwa, discussed in general terms

the routes north of Hazelton and seid that while the

of the

w

snowa

precipitation was lighver on the sasterly slope

than ot Prince
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mountaing., The aver

George. oSnowlfall inside the Cozst Range wos much lighter than farther east.

The route via Prince George was impracticable. The Iazelton routes were

mich better frow every point of view, He recommendsd a road to Telegraph

1l Atlin, and

following the east bank of the Yukon to Dawgon. le
consldersd a route following the Tahltan river to Nahlin, the Shesglay, Big
salmon and O'Donnel rivers as the besh location from Telegraph Creek to
Atlin. This route would serve souvhern alaska better than a more easterly

route. The western routes would be of usc to & considerable prezent

population, wherens a route by Prince George would reach no population im

British Columbia north of TFort 5t Jumes., Mr Dockrill said that 10,000

progpectors had tried to reach the Yukon during the sgtampede of 1898 by way

of Bdmonton and IMinlay Forks, znd had to buck-track and ftaks the westerly

routs via Hazelton.

The Commnission held a hearing =2t Stewart, British Columbia, on July 10th.
d T.hpplewhaite ir Applewhaite, on behalf of the Stewart Board of

Trade, said that in their opinion the alasks highway

should be bullt by the most westerly possible route. Hs urged that a careful
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survey should be made of this route before any finel decision was reached.

Stewart, asg tne most northerly seaport 1 Columbia, wee vitally
affected., AT the same time they mede no gpecial claims for congideration.

The decision mush be baped on its benefit to all inverested commnities.

stion system of the continent.

ot
e}
LJ

angport

e

It must he a permanent linikk in ths
n a memorandum filed wisl, vhe Commission by ir Applewhsite for the

Beoard of Trede, the following reasons for adopting the most we"tarly possibl

routve for the highwey wers sget forth and elabovated:

1. The western route is the only wroute practical to ssrve cozastal

communities, both Alaskan and Canadian,

2. Tre western route would serve that part of 3ritish Coluwbia (north of

bhe Cansdian National Railway) which is most settled.

3. The weshtern route would srovide an all-Canadian meang of communication

and transportation for Canadian communities givuated bohind the slesken

e, wilzh communities are abt present Gep:
ports.
4, The wegtern route would give bebtter and greater sonvice To our unelghbours
in Alagka,
5. The waghern route would cosult din a grsater volume of tralffic on the
Lighway because o much larger mumber of Canadisn and Alaskan communities
would be weached,
5. AL least Tour coastal connechbions can be Hullt to the western route,
alfording wceesn To tTidewater as followa:
() Stewaﬁt> ,  Hyder and IIsvchilkon, Aloska.
(b)) Wrangell
A
{c) Juneau,
(‘ lj_ ) )1&(7 O'\t\ij 7 e
7. he westorn route beirg followed, short rcosds can filirst bs consvructed
‘1"]—=rqu SO T @ } ey o oy A0 ATIOM O ] ISR Tavel ooy P o oat: b" ~had f
Lrogt poines o e eoast and economicael bases czmn Yirst b eSstalrllisinec Iirom

tuae constreticn of the highway

aouthariy % the 2o0us

3. Tihe weatern route has

w3 far north ag Haselton, pritish Columbis.

B



9. The western roubte is the only route which would be of use in bringing
supolies to the coast in time of war.
10, The western routs would facilitate the =sgtablishment of asroplane bases

along the route, which, by virtue of their location near the coast, would be

11l. The most westerly pozsible route is sufficiently far inland to be beyond

-

N

poseible naval bombardment.
12. The western route would open up for development and settlement what is
tnownt to be a very rich country.

Z. 'The western route would be of great practical value and assistence to the
mining industry, by meiing available for prospecting and development the large
and favourable srea which would be traversed by the said western route.

14, The western route will afford economic access to the famous Groundhog
anthracite coal fields

15. The western routs, by an easy connection to Hyder, Alaska, would make

motoring to Alasksa possible some years earliier than any other route.

168, The western route, allowing access to the coesst, would enable the ftourlst

to take advantage of the extensive road-work done by the Alaskan and British

Colummbie govermments in coastal sections, and would enable the tourists to

visit come of the scenic wonders of ths world to bs found in the coastal section.

., The western route would enable the tourist te take advantage of the

xtremely low transport costs on automobililss available from Stewart, IHvder and

Prince Rupert to Vencouver, and would permit tourists to return to the south

+

by steamer through the famous Insids Passage.

zh
18, The western route, affording access to the Alaskan Panhandle, would enable

tourists to vigit some of the most attractive scenic areas of Alaska over a
much shorter route than by way of the Yukon, proving most attractive for thoss

with limited tiume or means.

12, The western route throughout its length would present rsally grealt scenic

callent hunting and fishing possibilitiss.
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20, Consuvruction of the highway by other than the westzrn route would defest



tiue purposes for whieh the road ig desgired.

Hedodoiolaton ' Mr Bolston submitted,on babhalf of the Board of Trads,
info tion in regard to ths proposed most westerly

iled from governmeat reports and sihmilarly

WELTS  C Ol

theyv sugzested wig es follows:

o
< ")

authertic sourcas. He said i
"Starting from Kitwenga on the Skesna river, =and going north up the

river of that name ovor into the Nass, fellowing it to its confluence with

the Bell Irving river, countinuing up it and over the Nass-Stikine divids,
elevation 2,050 feet, down the ingunsaw river and up the Iskut to its head

at Howdade and the Mowchilla lekes, crossing tihe divide about 3,100 feet to
Kakiddi lake and conmtinuing down the stream of the same name to about its
confluence witi the Klastline river, then tracking westerly past Buckley lake
following sultable country down bto and crossing the sStikine in the vieinity

of ths old trail at a point where the Tekltan river joins the Stikine from the
north, or following the contours, and grading down to =2 crossing of the
Stikine at the outlet of thie canyon or the vieinity of Telegraph Creek.

North from the Stiline up the Tahltan river, and down the Hzckett to the

down it for about fifteen ~qles below Lgrell Creck to

a pass bearing north-easterly to a snall lake thet drains into the Dudidontu
river (sumnit elevation 2,200 fest) and down to Atlin.™
The maximun snowfall on this route, Mr Lolston said, was six feet at

Is cabin, with snow lying from October 15th to June, and one foot

v Echo Ilake from Ilovember 10th to April 1bBth, as disclosed by Yukon Telegraph
weather rsvorts over & period of ysars. He added that horses wintsred out in
of Buckley Lake. The route throughout its entirety had ampls

nd wag frse of snow glides,

A8 an alternative route #r Rolston mentioned one starting from Hazelton
or Kitwanga up tlhs Nass and over the Anthony and Beirncs Creeks divide to the

ena, and TFollowing the old trail over the okeena-Little Kleppan divide

snd down 1% to the vieinity of Zalue lake, striking westerly to and down the

L

dastline river to the Stikine near the mouth of the Tahltan, cnd from there




tho Tirst-mestioned routs,

fTollowing

route would be 4,500 feet at the

bridge problem on citlier route would ha th

that could be brought the Stikine.

ot

ght up

.

Shorles Yalker Mr Jalker said he
had packed over =

The westerly route had less snow and lower

adltitude on this alternative

summit. The only major

¢ Stiline crossing, and muisrial for

o

wag ralsed slonz the Skeena and
cood deal of the surrounding country.

248

sunmits than thoss farther t.

Tle route proposed by Mr Beirnes at Hazelton nad favourabls sncw conditions

hut higher summits. e had not been in the country north of Tslegra i Cresk.

onow was gone ot the latest tos {irst wesk in June, and some yenrs by May 10th

There was good timber for culverts, balsam, spruce and hemiock,

Paul Meper Mr Meger said that he had spent two in the Bsll
Irving district. The average spowfall wes six feel 21 the

mogst. There would be 'no difficulty in buillding a road zlong the zide hills

as the surface was mostly gravel, The highest summit in the valley was about

H00 feet. He had not been above tne Bell Irving river.

British Columbia,

Prinece Rupnpert
The Commission held & public hear at Princse

on July 1&th.

Rupert,

James T, Harvey sr Harvey, President of the Prince Rupert Chamber of
Commerce, submitted = statement on beholf of thab body
pzople of Prince Rupert and the surrounding distriect were

in favour of the building of 2 rozd through British Colwmbia

gid the Yulon to Alacka. There re many puments for such a project, but \

perticulur attention was drawn to opening up the northern interior of British
urmbis with its very rich tural resources. The membsrs of the Chamber

v
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of Commerce were also of the opinion that the western route from Hazelbon
to the Yukon was not only the most faszeible butbt the best route.

This route, suaid Mr Hdurvsy, offered counsiderable adventoges over other
nropoged routes., Advantage could be taken of existing roads in the Atlin
and wWhitehorse arcas. Materials for construction could bs brought in at a
number of intermediate points such as Telegraph Creek, Dease lake, and Atlin.
The snowlfall according to responsible authorities was less than on rouves
farther egast. It would follow low, ezsy zrades. There was already a
congiderable body of information available as to the characteristics of the
western route. It would be of tremendous strateglc importance botun to Canada
and Alaska, and yelt would be far enoush inland to be practicaily out of

denzer from alrplane attack, Irom & commercial point of view it would serve

the main centrses of population in Columbia, the Yukon and Alaska.

It offered substantial attractions to sportsmen, geme hunters and Tourists.

It was the only route that would connect Atlin, Whitehorse and Dawson. Frow

the tourist point of view 1t offered an alternative way of return by steausr.

iy

Branch roads could be run to it from Prince Rupert, Stewart and towns in

Panhandle. It would open up a country rich in natural resources, and

Y

particularly in gold, as well as the Groundhog coal deposits.

Prince Rupert, ir Parker said, wag nobt directly interesved,

and wag therefore in a position to take an impartial view
as to the route to be Tollowed by the highway., There had been some misunder-
standing as to spow conditions on the westerly route, which were not so severe

+

route proposed by Mr Belrnes abt Hazeliton

[l

428 had been regressnted. Th

was not solely for the

sesmed the best to serve all intersets. The
benefit of oritish Columbia but was aliso for the Tukon and Alaska, and
undoubtedly the psople of Alasks would favour the westerly route.

N

Mr McRae said that he had made a trip sight years

1

ago following the telegraph line from Atlin o

dzzelton. It took Tive weeks. The country north of Tszlegraph Cresk was sasgy
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zoing. They made the distance in twelve days, and found no difficultyv south
cf Telegraph Creek as Tar as the Divide between the Stikine, Iskut and lass.
The region betwsen Atlin and Telegraph Creek was a plateau country, ary,
gravelly ground mostiy, with several rivers to cross such as fthe HNahling

the banks not too steep; there were no deep canyons or gorges, and fairly

4]

wide valleys. It wag a little swampy south of aAtlin Lake. The timber wa

mostly jackpine. They made the trivn in the middle of August and had no snow.

Lowe, who has been engaged for several years with the

[}

D.McH. Lowe
British Columbia Department of Public wWorks on location
and other engineering worl, and has personal knowledge of the country of

wihich he speaks, filed a statement with an accompanying sgketch map. The main

issues, so far as the people of British Columbia were concerncd, were, said,
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the economic value of sue
route to follow, Apart from the guestion of where the money

dJouvld

o

obtalned to build the road, the maln problem was one of maintenanc

maintenance
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the value of the highway to British Columbia repay the hi

23

through five hundred miles of virgin territory?

Undoubtedly the iLlaska highwey would be a great tourxist attraction, but
it was doubtful if the additional revenue derived from Sourist {traflfic would
alone meet the c¢xpense of maintenancs, particularly in the first ysars after
construction. A more stable and unguostlonable beneflt would be the opsning

up of the vast arta north of the Prince Rupert branch of the Canadian Fational

-1

Railway. At the seuthern adge of this region, the rich Germansen Cresk

digtrict was under development, and in the north-western cornsr the Atlin gold

deposits had made the govermmsnt agency there the fourth largest revenmie

Py

producer in the province.

!

Between these two extremecs were 500 miles of zountry, much of 1% N

1

potentially as ricih, but inaccessible for lack of transnovtation facilibies.
fa

The recent rich discovery on Beulder Cresk, draining into Turnagoan riv

nooxowple of the possibilitizs of the counsry. Hers thers Lsd hsen found

]



in 1937 the largest pold nugeget yet discovered in British Columpia, weighing

fifty-six ounces.
Transportation to-day still meant highways, Tor the airplane, while of

inestimable value in ths development of the country, was not suited to the

ourpose of the prospector. It was too @ nsive for the individual prospector.

egard to the routes, Mr Lowe thought that the strategic value of

-~

the highway would be of primary imoortance to the Government of the United
States. It was also to be remembered thnt & large proportion of the population

alaska lies in what is known as the Panhandle. FPhysical characteristics

lude any road ccnnection to Junsau, drangell, Ketchikan and byder, szcept

Q

pre
2t wrohibitive cost, but the people of ths Panhan@le would not be satisfied
with a route whiclh did not ofTer this possibility.

Four alternative routes were, Mr Lowe thought, worthy of consideration.
The farthest east would head north from Prince George =znd follow the Parsunip

and Finlay rivers to Sifton Pass and thence down the Xechika and Liard rivers

I

nd north to the Yukon. This would probably be the most economical to

m

= -

construct, though the increased length aind cost in the Yukon would coffset

this as Tar as the total cost was concernsd, It would traverse a heavy

snow balt, and 3ifton Pass waes reported to bo subject to heavy snowfall and

to be snow-blocked late in ths season. Thig route would also entirely miss

At1in and hitehorss and would be of no ssrvice to the towne in the Panhandle
The gecond route would leave the existing highway in the neighbourhood

of Topley, end go north by way of Babine and Bear Lakes and ths upper Skeena to

Deage 1loke area, thencs to Atlin,

{hitechorse and Dawson. While probebly a little greater in cost of construction
than the first route, it would traverse a country of equally great QOS‘WLl11tWGSQ
with senerally lighter spowfall, and would link up the zxisting producing areas

of British Columbia and the Tukon. It would zlso offer opportunitisg for

Panhandls.

Murther west the baest known and most discussed route would go north from

a and ¥Ness rivers to the Klappan ond Dease la

elten by way of
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which point all the western alternctives messt, From a British Columbia

point of view, this route had the advantage of directly tapping the vich

Groundhog district with its immense deposits of anthracite. It also
offered the sihortest connection to the head of the Portland canal, along

-

the projscted location of the Canzdian North Zaste:

o

‘n Railway. The length

of new construction in British Columbia would bz slightly less than the

route, and the total cost approximately the same.

The fourth route would run from Kitwanga north to Hitwankul and the
line of the old Grease Trail to the gs and Bell Irving rivers. While

g Tensible route, this was unlikely to be sdopted. It would strike through

a heavier snow-bellt than sither routes two or three, and the cost of
coustruection would be greater. This route, as well as routes two and thrse,
would take advantage of existing roads in bthe Abll

and offer opportunities to bring in material for construction at such pointr

as Telegrapn Creek, Atlin and .. itehorse.

Summarizing his testimony, Mr Lowe said that 1t would appear that the

Bear lake or Hazelton routes offered the greatest advantages to British
Colwnbia and also to the Tukon and Alaska. Aithey of these routes, while

opening up prospecting country, would alge give access to the proved Dease

Lake and Atlin areas of Lritish Columbia, and would provide counsction

betwesn JThitehorss and Dawson, as well asg eventually witn the Panhandle. le

did not think that a western route would be in danger of airplane attack in

the event of hosgtilities. The type of plene carried by an alrcraflt carrier

&

was not suitable for heavy loads of bombs on long distance flights. Nor

did he think there wae any material difference in the cost betwesen the eastern

and western routss.

George 3.3ell My Ball, of Telegraph Creek, British Columbia, a bilg gome

_‘

hunter and guide familiar with northern British Columbia,

submitted infornation gathered at first hapd during twenty-zix years' exper

+~

in the Coggisr district and the country around Avlin,

|~r0

ie supported in gensral

A

L
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terms the views expressed. by Mr Harvey on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce,
yLscussing routes, e recommended that the highway, after ascending

tie Skeena to the 3Ipatsizi, should follow up Mink Creck and take either of

Qs

two routes via the head of Zaglensst Creck and down 17 and the Klappan to
near Klanpan Crossing, or by way of Upper Cullivan Creek through Ford Pass
and down Four Mile, and cross the Klappan near Klappan Crogsing; from

there go up Two Mile Creck and follow along the edge of Balue Lake, taking
this north-sast side, and continue along Klugahon lake, avoiding Klappan
Sumnlt, which is about 4,000 feet, and via Canyon Lake (not on the ma?)a down
the Second oouth Fork, now called the Klastline river, and along its right
limit to within about forty miles of the Stikine, and cross there to the left
iimit, gradually leaving the river and continulng on between Suckley lLake znd
the Douth Fork, hitting the Stikine aovout thirteen miles above Telegrapk
Crecl, at the forks of the Tahlian and Stikine on the loft limit. From there
he would follow up the Tahltan for twenty-eight miles to the heoad of
Croelk and follow the Yulon Telegraph Line to Sheslay and down that stream
about fifteen miles to McDonald's Porbage, them along the base of the

gast side of Heart Mountain, a good level route, and hitting tic Telegraph

Lins =in about ftwenty miles south of Hahlin. Cross the Nahlin at Nahlin
Station snd follow Victoria Loke and the east slope of upruce Mountoin,

e very low Timbered mountain, and the old pack trail route to Teslin, which
has practically no change in elevation. Or 1f the route is to go through

=

Atlin, it : the Yukon Telegranh Line north of Nahlin for thirty-
s grar Yy

yven miles to Little Makina, and alonz its rizght limit, and cross the main

238

Maltina to the right side of Paddy's ILake licuntain, and after crossing O'Donnel

[l
river, connect with tine present motor road to Atlin
In regard to snow conditions, ilr Ball pointed out that horses range out

N
L

211 winter at Spatesizi, and at other places scuth of Telegraph Creck, and on
the gsouth fork of the Stikine, as well as on the Tahlten and twenty milss south
of Pahlin. One of his horses had wintered with a trapper on Upper Teslin Lake

i 4

post at Spatsizi in 1931, and returning to Telegraph

in 1330, facking
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Cresk in Dscember, he had not found more than five inches of snow, and that
was on Klappan surmmlt. Another advantage of this route was i

eagtern route and

»
3
ot
£
(65

came from three weeks to a month earlier than

winter arrived about that much later. Tlevations were nowherse over 5,000

feet.

'The proposed route, Mr Ball polnted out would follow the ol1d Telegraph
by o 9 o 7 O E

trail. Tt would be of graat strategic importance, offering every facility
for seaplsnes. Prince Fupert and fowns in the Panhandls could be connected
with it by branch roads at nct too great sxpe . Ceommorcislliy it would

be cloger to the only centres of population in the north country, which

3 Y e ey oy m
£ Prince Ceorge. The

would mot he the case if the highway ran north ©

)

westerly route had definite scenic attractions, and would connect up with

Atlin, wWhiteborse and Dawson. There were great ninsral and othey rescurces
along this rouve.

W, Crisp Mr Crisp, Secretary-Treasursr of the Telegraph

and otaers

T Creelk and Cassiar Bosrd of Trade, said of the

several men whose testimony follows: R.Hyland - came jnto the Cagsiar in

1892 in charge of a large pack-train and had traversed the territory
thoroughly. He had also been in constant contact with surveyors, big game
hunters and prosoectors travelling in the digtrict. T.hHankin had been

with the Yukon Telegraphs for forty odd years and hed made numerous proég 2ot ing

Ira W.lDay bhad also come in in 1860

]_l
i
o
@
.

trips east of tie Telegraph

over the old Ashcroft trail and hed travelled the route lie described from

H
o0
i

1ton te Teslin lake, J.G.Hope was Tor some years ! wauling mail

Telsgraph Creek to Atlin in the dog-team days. After the adven’ of the

airnlane he had built up a transportation business on the road between

Desse Leke, and hzd trappsd Tor many 7ears hetween

Telegraph Creek and Atlin.

L.lyland Mr Hyland, of Telegraph Creek, described that pari of

the westerly routes with which he was pereonally
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fgmiliar, and which he said he knew was feasible. From Caribou Hide at

the head of the Stikine river, his routce would go west down the Sbikine

valley, creossing Spatsizi river about forty miles from Caribou Hide, continuing
to lappon river nesr its mouth, crogsing it there, then on down Stikine

valley to about fiftesn miles above Telegraph Creek, crossing the Stilkine

there ot Lave Beds, thence northwesterly along Tahltan river to the old

Teslin trail at Saloon Cabin, Then north to Sheslay and by McDonald portage
and tihe Teslin trail to Nahlin telegraph station, crossing Nallin river

and on to Teslin lake and twenty miles along the lake, thence turhing west !
to Atlin., The total distancs would be about 300 miles. lMr Hyland

recommended this route in preference to that via Igkut and Nass rivers, because
of heavy snowfall on the latter. e testified that the route he recommended

had only light snowfall, horses having wintered for years on the Spatsizi rangs

without Teeding hay, ss well as on the Tahltan range, and the range between
Shedlay and Nahlin, Hig route would also reach the best game and fishing

districts in British Columbia, as well as a number of undeveloped mines.

T.E.oankin As the result of many years' experience, Mr Hankin,
Tzlegraph Cresk, said tlet the route he recommended would
run from Hazeltvon up the Skeena to ibs source, or better still along the

Telsgraph Line trail te 3econd labin, about fifty miles from Hazelton. Thers

wos already a road for the first thirty milss. By following the Telsgraph
trail, the Bebine river would be avoilded, and a wmountain which involved big

spowslides. He would follow the Telegraph trail to a point five miles north

J

Telegraph line leaves the Skeena river, then

(6]

of Fourth Cabin, where th

geregs the mouth of a small river called the Kilankis, which was once bridged

viounted Polics. From the Kilankis river the most feasible route

o
e
5
ot
[
3
@®
=

would be up the Skeena to the source of the north branch, Kluayaz lake.

snowfall along the Skeena from Sscond to Fourth Cabins averaged about four

%, but north of that was very lighter, six inches to two feet. Frou

g
=}
<
o
=

Ui north forlk of the Skeena, the road might follow Skelhorne Creek, and cross
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the 3pateizi near its junction with the main Skeena, bthence over the Klappan
swunnit at Spruce Island and down the Klappan to the Stikine. The country
from the head of the Skeena to the Klappan, about twenty-five miles, was
mostly open and gently rolling, & famous summer range for caribou and an all-
vear range for cther game., It was a most beautiful country. From the
Stikine, about fourteen milss avove Grand Canyon, the route would ollow the
wide vallsy of the Stikine to the Tahltan. The Stikine valley had
abundance of good spruce timber, jack pine and poplar. Horses had wintered
here. The soil was very good. 411 kinds of vegetables, graineg and small
fruits bad been successfully grown by & Morgenstein. The Tahltan river

could be Tollowed te the Telegraph Linc and Tthence to Atlin. A road was bullt

®
i8]
*”3
oy}

for a hundred miles north from Telegraph Creek in 1898, and was still quits

good in places.

Ira W.Day Mr Day, Telegraph Creek, said that ke bad travellsd over

the o0ld Asheroft trail from Hazelton ©to Teslin lake in

D
w
©
o
o]
het

1898, From Groundhog mountain along the valley of the 1d South Fork
of the Stikine and north to Sheslay via Tahltan river valley, there were no
high summits and a very light snowfall, The S5fikine would be the only

large river to cross, and there wsre numerous places where it could be bridged

an with an easy grads cn either side.

v

Mr Hope, Telegraph Creek, said that he had travelled

from the head of Little Klappan to Atlin and Teslin
Lakes in both wintsr end summer, and there was no place where there was mors
than four feet of snow, or an altitude of more than 3,000 feet. His opinion
of the best route would be from the head of Little Klappan down the Klappan e
thae Crossing and from thence to Ealue lake, Tddontenajon lake and down the
Klastline river to the Stikine river. The routs would cross tThe Stikine river
at the Lava Fedg, thence ascend Tahltan river and down Salmon Creek to the
Sheslay, down the latter to MeDonald FPortage, from McDonald Portage to Nahlin,

and from there eitvther
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& The Yukon is amply supplisd with transpertation facilities now and the
provosad road would ssrve no useful purpose.

Mr Whecler argued that the highway was not nesded to develeop the country
as the airplace was already serving the neels of the prospsctors and others,

and thsre wore inmumerable landing places on the lakes. The road would be

of no use to tourists as therc were no good stopping places and durlno the
entire tourist seascn the country was plagued with mosguitoes, black flies,

horse [lics, sand flies and other insect pssts. He was not opposing the

oad because he was an official of the #hite Pass road. He baslieved in

]

:re the volume of traffic

building roads where they were needed znd wi

&

™

would warrant. He did not believe there was any justification for a bhighway

to Fzirbanks., The schemes was visionary and impractical and would

from

serve no useful ourposs.

Hudson's Bay Company, gave the

John Gregss

Commisgion information as to the nature of the alternative

routes from his persopal kunowledg He said that the Hazelton route ran
nrough a4 heavy snow belt an i Ve sp graedes. There was netimes
through a heavy snow belt d dinvolved stesp grades The we s sometimes

ag much 28 one hundred feot of snow around Jcho Lalke, =and the Nass summi?t

was et least 6,000 fest, Telegrsph Cresk to Atlin was practicable but

He rocommesadsed a route from Frince
Geovge to Fort St Jomes and Wanson COresk, then swinging west at Tallle and

Thutade Lakes vism Bear Crosk to Deass lLalke and Telegraph Creek and thence 1o
Atlin. iie had been ovor tils route and was fomiliar with it. Major Gregg

wzs Little snow east of the Klappsan river znd he fthought the

snow belt did not extend that fur east. The only man hz lnmew of who had

1 on tha Pesce river to Telegraph Creoek and back

trovelled Trom Fort 3t &

in was M7 Lamzrgue, whao had made the reconnaigsance trip for the Bedeaux

edition in 1935,

Mr knapp, an old-time prospector, zave the Commission

[4j¢]

to routes in tho Yukon. The present
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trail from dhitchorse to Dawson had been made when only horses were used.

e thought it would make o practicable route for the highwey but strongly
rocommend2d that 1t should be bullt entirely on the west side of the Yukon
river. The present treil, which now crosses the Yukon from west to cast

at Yukon Crossing, was approximaztely 365 miles from #dhitehorse to Dawsoin.
This distance could be substantially reduced if the highway were bullt only
on the west side. e vpointed out that it would only be necessary to bridge
the Wiite Ilver, which would not be difficuit, while on the ovher hand

several bridgss would be needed if the highway Tollowsd ths presseut trail

on the east side of the Yukon. Mr Knapp gave the Commission his experience

-

™

onditions for a road from Whitehorss fto the hsad of Terana river in

D

of «

C

Alaska, which he thought quite practicable, Though not by the existing route.
He said that o good route was available up the Kluane, a3 the ground was all

gravel.

FoMartin Captain Martin, another old-timer, said that there was 1o
difficulty in building a highway in the Yukon if funds
were avail:ble., Aubomobiles could travel without serious difficulty vetween
Whltchorse and Dawson. Snow conditions were much more gerious in the Valdez
ares in Alaska than in the Yukon. The present trail fo Dawson had been

built to meet emergency conditions, when only horses were in use, hut 1t

had given zood service and had been in continuous use for forty years with

1ittle or no government money spent apon 1t except to keep it in passable

condition. He polnted out that however good the alrplane service might be,
it would never supolant the roads. He added that there was & practicable

road for automebiles from Whitehorse to Carcross.

FLd . Hoors Mr Moore, Bditor of the Whitehorss Star, urged the

importance of transportation To ths Yukon. He .
roninded the Commission that up to the pressant time the Yukon had produced

1295 000,000 in gold, $14,000,000 in siiver, and over 43,000,000 in lead,

e

without montioning othsr base motals. He also referred to the quartz mining
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operations now being carried on in the Carmacks area, and said that there

wag a probability that these operations would be widely extended. Dr

RBostock of the Geological Survey of Canada had told him that it was hoped

the topographical survey of the Mayo aud Mcjuesten area would bes completed

1939, and would be continued in the southern part of the

b

in the season o
L

Yukon next year. Dr Bostock had said thet he hbped to commence his

geological survey in 1940.

Charleg 1I,Baxter As a gulde and big game hunter, Me baxter was

pretty thoroughly familiar with fthe country througn

whicli the highway could be built in the Tukon. He was strongly of the

opinion that it should be constructed on the west side of ths Lewes and

Tukon rivers, That part of the overland trail could easily be put into

proper condition and maintained. There would be no serious difficulty

about bridges. Only the White river need be crossed. The experience that

nad been Lad with the Richardson highway in Alaska proved that maintenancs
off'ered no serious problen. He believed the highway would be of the greatest

possgible benefit to the Yukon.

Eluane lLake Route A discussion followsd between Mr MacBride and

one or two other Whitenorse regidents on the

trail from Whitehorse to Kluane lake. lir MacBride said this trail

was very poor and went inte low, soft ground, and it was difficult for cars
to travel it. e saild this indicated the route was not practicable. Two
or three residents disputed this opinion stating that the trail was not
properly located in the firet place and that a good road cculd be built on

good gravel ground.
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The Commission held a public heariang at 4tlin, British Columbisz, on

July 14th.

Mr Glassey, President of the Atlin Beard of Trade, said

that he had nersonally covered by pack-horse and dog
team, ag well as by air, the route which the Board of Trade coansidered the
most practicable for the slaslbe nighway. They Telt that tThe starting point
)]

fanderhoof. From thsre the recommended

3
]
<3

from the existing highway should
route would follow the present road to Fort 5t James aznd on to Manson Creek,
diverting from thig road at the prover point to follow the east shore of

Takla lake to its head, and then following Driftwood river for approximately

25 miles. At this poinv the route would leave Slie Fraser river watorshed,
crosging over to tie Skeeuna river watershed, bthe distancs betwsen the two

nd fifty paces with very little elsvation.

{L

watersheds being about 3 hundred

It would then continue along ths shores of Bear lake and dewn the Bear river
to Busbut river, which would be followsd downstream to the conrfluence of the
Sreena, Toe Skesna would be followed up to its headwaters an’ thence
across a low divide to The Klappan valley.

This route Mr Glassey s2id he had covered in its entirety and was in a
oositioun fo say that it would involve only sasy conatruction. The snowfall

wag dry and powdery and ran on an average from two and a half to four and

balf fest. The season was simiisr to that in the Hazelbon dis

winter “emperabures were not nearly o severs as datween Prince George and
ndako.

The divide bebwsen the Skeens and Stikine watershsds, Mr Glassey sald,.
was low and tihe owners of horses in Telegrsph Creek had wintered them thers

It was 2lso dlmportant to note that this route would follinw

s
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w
ot

for years

-

the eastern contact of a heavily mineralized bell and would give acces

th
[63]
o
O
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tervitory of nntold wealth. It would also pass through the Groundhog
anthracite coal field, which 2b present lies undsveloped.



Mr Glassey sald that another route would be from Hazelton, following ths

Skeena to its junction with the Kispiox and along this river to its head,

crogsing the Nass river watershed, then to the Blackwater valley between the
fifth and sixtn cabins on the old Yukon Telegraph Line. This route would

tiien cross the velley to the Skeena watershed and tie in with the route

o

already described at a point near the confluence of the Sustut and the Skeena.
The upper reacheg of the Nass valley, through which such a route would run,
were subject to coastal precipitation and heavy snowfall.

A third route, saild Mr Glassey, would Tollow the Zkeena river from
o the fourth cabin on the Telegraph Line, and thence along the old
T

Canadian Mounted »olice trail to the confluence of the Sustut river. It

would present no great hazards in road construction other than building

costs because of more extensive rock work, and bridges of greater length
than on tue route to Vanderhoof.

Mr Glassey was of the opinion that the first described route would bhe

proved by engineering reconnaissance to be the most satisfactory. He added

that there would be no difficulty in completing a voad from Atlin to Carcross.

Wr Ccok, Secretary of the Board of Trade, and a veteran

airplane pilot of rnorthern British Columbia, said that

in the course of thres years continuous flying betwsen Hazelton and Dawson

he had made a study of the territory from the ailr and had taken somse

nhotographs around Klappan, Skeena and Spateizi, copies of which wers furnished

that the first

[l

statemen
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to e Commission. He confirmed ir CGlassey!

described routve would be most satisfactory from every point of view. The

routes north of Hazelton would involve wet snow of censiderable depth, while

the Tirst-mentioned route involved not more than two to four and a half feet

after settling and was a dry powdery siow. The divide between the Skeena’

[&]

and the Stikine was low with no construction difficultics. The greatest

altitude vp to the head of the Klappan would bve 3,100 to 3,200 feet.




The Taku valley was 75 milss long and there was not mors than 20 to 30
feet elevation bestween the two watersheds, whereon on somse of The obther routss

th

@

passes were gulte high, #1880 there were no large streams to croﬁs,
He was sure a feagible routs exisﬁed from the Liard river valley acros

to Atlin in the vicinity of Blues river. He did not think that the vasses
would be over 3,000 fset, although he hsad nos takén any elevations on the
ground.

dr Gook said he had flown over the Bell Irving valley, which he said

fed

was pretty deep with heavy snowfall un to the summit east of the Nasgs river.

The highest summit between the Little Klappan and the head of

=

would be sbout 3,500 fest. Al along tiae banks of the Nahlin there were

From Nahlin norvh 1t lcooked liks &

zvel benches and no signs of muskeg.
good bed for a road; in fact they had picked out several emergency landing
fileids in tnat arsa. The pass wsst of Tuy. river was the lowest point from
the height of land that runs up to koss river znd the Pelly., Mr Cook
added tunat it wasg 72 miies from Telegraph Creck to Dease lakef In tas Yukon
he recomusnded Fnllowing the east side of Atlin lake, then the west side of
Little Atlin lake, and down the Lewes to Whitehorsa.
Other Witnesses McLeod dhite, John dolan and Clarence cands

confirmed the statements of v Glassey and Mr
Cook., The latter pointed out thet a2 highway through Atlin wonld attracs
American tourists who delighted in the sgeenery, hunbing and fishing of thet
district. Alvin Greves, s trucker in the Atlin district, said hs bthought the

most feasgible routs would be through Dizie lake and Paddy lake. Ile believed

R, & ; T . 3 v ; € -
in the stliin Jdistrict. A8 to a

out to Carcrogs, 18 did not Hiink It would be at alli difficult i ths wonsy

was provids Ths distauce was 60 miles by lake and 100 by land.
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Board of Trads wes, howsver, consclous of the nccesslity of a sound and
progressive road policy in British Columbic and they realized the important

part this pollicy must play in the developmant of the Province’s resources

both industrial and tourist. The advartoges of th, proposed highway must

be welghed in relation to the costs, and as yobt the probsble costs were

unknown.

Assuming that the rssulis of the present investigstion and of surveys

Columbin

r..
&
L]
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ot
N
]
g
b3

by the Provincial and Federal governments in norihern
stiould show that the project was both feasibls and desirable, it bscame
necessary to cconsider alternative routzs. 4As between the AT and "B" routes

otent to express an opinion

in British Colwmbia, the Board did not fesl co

until the enginssring investigations had bssn completed. The Vancouver

Board of Trade wag, however, firmiy of bthe opinion that sither of the routes
ugh pritiskh Columbia was proferable to one from Horthern alberta and

the Nortvh West territory to ths Yukon =znd Alaske

<t
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Mr Mitchell then discussed ths highway problem fron the poin
of cowv, maintensnce, ponulation in territories served, development of

natural rusources, usefulness ag a tourist road, and adaptsbilisy to ds

pUTrDOSES.

As to the first, any estimates of cost would have tc be based upon

englhecring data, buv it secmed reamsonszhble to suppose that 2 highway through

British Columbia, suppliss for the buildinz of which could bz sent in at

various noints from the coast, ner than one tuilt east of the

Rockies,
As to maintonance, bMr Mitchell Tslt that 1ittle helpful comnent could
2

pe made at this time by laymen, The Joumission's technical advisers would

0o doubt provide it with informstion as to the length of ths open ssagon and

3

wintzr maintonance by different routes.
In the watter of populaticn served, thers wers two phases te be considered,

v ond those who would make usge of it from oubside.

thoss resident along the high
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It was pointed out thot the people of .lask: would naturally faovour o routc
thot would most col"‘nlpntly serve thoir communities in soubthern Alaska,
including the Fenhandls.
to ratural resources, the mining possibilitics by oither the TAY

or "BY route in British Columbia, were considerable. It hod becn said
that the noxt wmejor forward movement of the mining industry in British
Columbia would depend upon the provision of cconomical transportotion in the
northern pert of the Province.

The tourist argument was a strong one for a routs through Sritish
Columbiz, since it would provide bezutiful DLQWVIJ, zood camping =nd fishing
and hunting Any congideration of thoe proposed highwey must recognize the

to salaska in Jashington,

fact thot thesrs wwere more potential motor trav
Orcgon and Californis than in any other part of the United Stutes.

As to the uss of ths highway for military vpurposes, it was not folt

any comments of tne Soard of Trade would be helpful to the Comnlssion.

Hdensuld, on behalf of the Vancouver Tourist

s

B.Georgs Hansuld

Association, emphasized the importance of the proposed
highway from the tourist point of view. Tourism had become an established

particulariy on the recific Coast, whers it had

branch of
grown to such an ezxtent that Thousands of people depended upon it more or less

for their livzlihood,. In British Columbia itselfl there was an average

penditure of 32,000,000 a year. Americans were interestsd in

[}

touris

ritish Columbia and they were also interestsd in Alaska, which at present

they can only reach by steamer. The provigion of highways undoubtedly
stimulated tourist travel. The opening of = nto Mexico in recent

vears had brought about a sudden surge of trazvel in that dirsction, yet

toxico's atbractions could not compare witlh thoss of aslaska in the mind of the
average Aperican. Alaske was the United Btates's last froatier, a land of
vivid history «nd romarcs, of unex?loit ed natural wealth and of

believed thet the building of tas highway would no

N
LG,

st bebedebedopoben o
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avtract tourists but it would help to develop the resourzss of northern
British Columbia. The popularity of the Cariboo Road offers some indication

of what might be expected from the Alaska highway,

T.2.0"kelly Captain 0'Helly read a statement in which he argued that

the snowfall on the route from Hazelton to Telegraph

Cresk would be excessive, and that a much more favourable route could bs found

by way of Frince Geoorge and Finlay Forks. The more westerly route might
be oreferable from a military »oint of view but even that was doubtful because

of the importance of keeping the road open at all seasons of the vear.

‘1A E,lyers Mr Myers testified from perscnal knowledge as to the favourable
cherasceter of the country north down the valley of the Pelly

river for a higrway. This country was rich in resources. There was oill

and coal and a certain amount of agricultural land, as well as hot springs

and meore than o possibility of zold. That country might he thought sgs

the asxt blg strike. 0On the other hand, conditions on the Hezelton route were

now at all favourabls.

CoWilmot-Madison Mr Wilmot-iadison, Secretary of the Silver

Association of Canada, spoke in support of th
higoway end felt that the neorih couniry was badly in need of better trans-

portation Tacilities

.. Clurgh dr Clurgh filed two statements in which he argued +that

tle proposed Alaska highway was ilmpracticable =nd undesirable

particulariy frow a Canadian point of view. It would not be used as a tourist

road and would be dangerous to Canada as a xo hway.

C.%.5canrlan iayor 3ecanlan, on bshalf of the City of Hamloops,
e fzmloons Board of Trade and the Kelowna Board of
Trade, nragented a statemsnt ot ths Vancouver ing sutlining a route for tis

E TR

highuvay throush the central interior of Britisa C-lumbia. This routs would
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conneet at the internstionsl boundary with United States Highway No 97,

enbering Britlsh Columbia at Csoyoos, following the Okanagan-Cariboo trall

through Fentictor, Kelowns and Vernon to Hamloops thence up the North
] b Ry 3 -

GoorEs. Mo opinion was s
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that point of the Frince Ge

Yesther conditions would be very favourable by the proposed route from

the internctional boundary to Kanloops, the road being open all the vear

ronnd with & minimum cost for maintenance. The topography was also very

favourahle, the route running through wids, low valleyve, with nc stsep
glopes likely fto cause glides or washouts. My Scanlan said there were

also alternats roubtes in the event of any poxtion of ths suggested highwsy

being out of commission, for Any reason. He also noted trat if the

it would intersect the southern provincizl

highway

the trens-Canada

sishway through the Iootsnay, the trans-provincial higlh
D > oy oy o

T 4 North Thompson highway, =nd would also give close

hE Sroposad

an

highvway and

the Cansdian National and the

(88

ireat Bastern. It oftsred unegqualled

Canadian rFocific, as well =3
touriat attractions and would run through a country with great potential

resources.

surveyor, who has

Nowsl Humphrys My Swophrys, & civil er

had over thirtvy years' siperience cxploring and

surveyving, and wag vhoroug wtry bthrough which the

provosed Ligl

the Appendix as 4.
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VICTORIA CONFERENCE,July, 1939

On July 24th, 1939, the members of the Canadian Commission, Honourable

isr-General Tremblay, J.M.Jdardly, J.7.Spencer and Arthur

Cheries Stewart,
Dixzon, conferred informelly with the members of the United States Commission,
Congressman Warren G.Magnuson (Chairman), Dr Irnest Gruening, J.iW.Carey and

Donald McDonald.

T.D.Pattullo The Commission was welcomed to Victoria by Premiex

Pattullo, who briefliy outlined his part in the movement

for British Columbia and the Yukon to Alaska. He hoped thut
the ing carried out by the two Commissious would convince the

Govermments of Canada and the United States of the importance of creating such

road, and thet satisfactory means of financing the project

}._.)

an internationa

would be devissd.

J ., Wardle Mr Wardle described the alternative routes through British
Columnbia and the Yukon, and particularly what is known as

the "BY route over which he had recently flown with Mr Mitchell and Mr Burpee.

d tha hey had gered some )0 miles, an hat ths purposs had beer:
i that they covered some 3000 mil d that t purpocss had veen

[N

He sa

nnt so much to definitely locate a particular routs as to study the couniry

ing section of this Report.

of the various routes will be found in the eng

Jarren Godagnuson My Magnuson said that the smerican Commission was
keeniy interegsted in the possibility of routing the

road through the Atlin District to Jhitehorss and then following the airplane

This would not directly serve Dawson, bub the scenery on the

youte into Al:

(‘v

maznificent and tie country rich in mineral resources.

and ¥rince Rupsrt wers anxicus to heve an outlet through the

thet Stewart couald ba resched over a distance of

te

nuson thought

through & practicabls pass. i

generally so that unfavourable routes might be ulmmanﬂde A detailsd description

it very desirabls
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vy Yap the coast towns if possible. Steamship compenies were supporsing the
project bocause they believed it would increase their traffic if tourists could
travel by road to Jlaska towne and return by boat.

In regard to snowfall, Mr Megnuson did not ses any problem, with modern
snowplow eguipment. There was tremendous interest throughout the United States
in the highway and he did not anticipate any difficulby in securing Congressional

a provadl. The benefits o be derived by both countries weculd far surpass the

ot

cost of building the road. omsthing had been said about the military value of

tne read, but that wes a secondary consideration. snother factor wac She

t would be afforded to alr services. Landing fields could be built
in conjunction with the highway.
flon. Charl Stewart Mr Stewart explained wshat the Capadian Commission

had not been asked to report upon methods of financing

the highway. Thelr duties were confined to investigating and reporting upon
the Teasibility and approximate cost of such a hizghway. Me thought that it

wotld be possible to have the report of the Canadian Cemmission prepared by the

nized that the wesbtern route, or Route "a", might be of wmore

garvice to Alaske esince it would permif access to certain Alaskan coast towns

-

through the construction of branch roads to the main highway. However, the

difference in cost would hove to be taken into consideration., 4 route through

the Tuken via Whitehorse and the Xlusne Leake and River, mentioned by the United
States Jomalssioners for consideration, nad the disadvantage of omitting Dawson

Trom the main highway. #While the Provincial Government was most interested in

vust part of the road throuzh British Columbia, the sscticn through the Yukon

5

Terrivory would of covrse be controlled by the Dominion Govermment.

Ui Irnest Cruening Discussing the type of road construcition that wmigat

be adonted, Dr Gruening bhought that what was neseded

1,7

08 1o the gort of nilg

way that pecple could rush over @t seventy-Tive miles

an Lowr, bud rathsr ons on which 1t might be possible so drive in leisurecly
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fashion, %

~aey

ravelling

Trom seventy-five to
hte in camps or cabins.

one hundred miles a day, and spending
The American Commission would not expect a very
pensive type of highway to begin with. In rsgard to the relationship with
airplanes ﬁhe air service question was being handled by other Comnissions
and it was not necess

ry for the

lighway Commissio
Jonald McDonald

o deal with it.
Mr McDonald was

under

nonTLern

rticularly interssied in thé practical
question of % type of road most suited to the highway,
ma well as where it should be built He thought that an 18-Toot roadbed such
Ag had already besn bullt in Alaska, and that could bs done guickly with graders,
would be ample for the present; that is to say, a vsaoi@ roadbed of 18 fest
betwean shoulders, or 34 to 35 feet bebtween ditches In regerd vo grades, Mr
MeDonald said that six per cent was the rule in Alaska, but it wag quite
frequentliy more than that. As far as curvature was concernad, tourists
preferrad a line of curves They had a maxxmum.l‘mit of 120 foout radius for
curves, s8ix per cent grade going up to eight per cent if necessary.
Mr MeDonald said that Alaska had cooperat
building 2 road ©

ated with the Yukon Govermment in
to Dawson, a distance of forty milses.
had built the road out to the
orkmen

The Alaskan authoritis
sundary and had
to build by

twenty miles on the Alaskan

used Capadian machinery and
constructed it would b

side. He thought 17 the highway wes
very helpful both to Alaska and the Yukon, if a freo
zonz could b3 established along the slaskan boundsry
J .l hpencer

Mr upunCuT discussed the cost of construction of the
pronposed road. e felt that ther
eatinn

was an inclination %o
wa s involved not only the projscted road through
v and the Yukon, but 2lso o thousand miles of the existing
Jariboo ki and 1t would cost a lot of money %o bring that highway up to a
stondard Thst peopls would be glad to trovel over. The present road to fazelton
g adeguats for existing conditions but would not meet
trarfic.

the needs of incre
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Ottawn mecting The meeting adjourncd on the understanding that

the members of the two Commissions would have

o further confercnce in Ottawa in Decermber, when results of 1939

AN

[©)

o
i

f)
s

ficld wtiong would likely be aveilable This joint mee

F\
DQ

nveatign

[}

ing was deferred for o month and the Canadian and United States

M

Commissioners molt in Oftawa on January 24th, 1940, The results
of the Canadian Commisgsionts hearings and field work in 195 Were

ot some length, and an exchange of views followed in

Ql
o

.
discusse
A

regard to the advantages and digadvantages of various routes.

There was agrecmont by the members of both Commissions that the

westernmost or Coast Route might be eliminated as impracticebles
It appearcd that much more complete information was so far avail-
able in regnrd to the "B Route than to the "iW Route, and the
Canadian Commission agreed to have further field work by Dominion
and British Columbia cngincers carricd out during the season of
19240, Dominion cngineers would also obbain for the Canadian Com-
mission additional information as to practicable routes in the
Yukone

A

inocther confercnce of members of the Canadian

and United Statcecs Commissions was held in Waghington on March 28th,

1941, At this meebting Adolf L., Berlc, Assistant Secretary of State

o

of the United States, expressed the interest of the United States
Govermment in the work of the two Commigsions He said that he
aggsumed the digcussions at this meeting would centre around the
fact that not only was tho wroposeﬂ 1ighwey feasible and highly
degirable but
The results of field work in 1940 wcere put

bofore the meeting and discussed at length. There was general
agrooment that it was entirely feasible to bulld a highwey through
Jritish Columbia and the Yukon to Alaska, and that it could be
done ot o reasonable cost. Ih was further agreed that, while each
Commission had its preference as to the most degirable route for

-

a highway, both Cormissions were agreed that the AT

Houte and

2

the "B" Roube were bhoth practicable. The Canadisn Commission

@666 arp

that it weuld be of mutusl benefit to both couwnmtrics.



wdertook to cxpoditc os far os possible the completion of

5 roport to the Chnadian Government, 1n order that the

108 19

Oovornment right hove all the available facts before 1t when

negotiations were centored into betweon the two Covermments ofb

s

the instonce of




THE CARIBOO ROAD

Something has already been said in the first part of this Report about fthe

exigting highway from Vancouver to Frince George and Hazelton, and socuthern

connectionw with that highway from the United States. The present road, as the

Trans-Canada Highway, follows the Fraser Rivser valley from Vancouver, 105 milss o

Hope, where the direction turns from east to north. Still following the Fraser the

highway continues to Lytton, 176 miles from Vancouver. Here it leaves the Fraser
and ascends the valley of the Thompson river to Ashcroft, Where_the Cariboo Road
proner begins. The Cariboo koad then follows the Bonaparts river to lac La Hache.
From lac la Hache it parallelg the San Jose river, returning to the Fraser at a
point about 76 milos from Vancouver. From.theré the highway follows the Frasor to
Quesnel and Prince George, the end of the Cariboo Road, and then the provincial
highway runs north-west to Vanderhoof, Burns Lake, Smithers and Hazelton. From

Hazelton the road has becn ceontinued a few miles to Xitwanga, and eventually will

D carried down thoe Skesna to Prince Bupert.

At Hope the Trans-Canada Highway connects with a road, approaching completion,

that follows roughly the internstional boundary to Trail, Nelson, and through ths

mountaing to Léthbridgeo At Ashcroft it turns east toward the Rocky Mounitains,
At Prince George a road leads east that will eventually connect witih the road
through Jasper Park to idmonton, and anobther extends north toward the valley of

the Finlay. From Vanderhoof another road runs north itc Fort St James and Manson

Creck, The highway is at present paved from Vancouver to sbcut 25 milss bevond
Chilliwack, and it is the policy of the British Coplumbia Govermment to gradually

pave the remainder of the present gravel Lighway and widen it to 24 feet.

Historic Ground The Cariboo Road runs through historic ground of the days of

exploration and the fur trade. Alexzander Mackenzie travellsd

west by way of the Peace Hiver in 1793, ascended the Parsnip to Giscombe Portage,

N

continued down the Fraser (which he mistook for the Columbia), as far as the place
now known ag Alexandria, and then returned upstream to the mouth of the Blackwatser

whiclhi he followed west to Dean river and ths Bella Coola, completing, at a

peint on Bentinck Arm, the first ovsrland sxpedition to the Pacific. Fifteen years

later Zimon Fraser mado a daring journey through the gorges of the river that




bears his name, and almoght down to the sea. One of his companions,Tules Maurice
Qresnel, gave bis name to the town of Quesnel on the I'raser, and another, Jchn
Stuart, had Stuart Lake nemed after him, TFort St James, on 3Stuart Lake, Fort
Fraser on the Nechaco, and Fort George, which etood where the town of Prince CGeorgs

ig to~day, were all-bullt by Simon Fraser in 1806 and 1807.

’y

James Douvzlac The history of the Cariboo Read goes back to 1858, and its con-~

struction was the direct result of the discovery of gold in the
gand-bars of the Fraser river. Fur traders, who hitherto had had British Columbia,
or New Caledonia as it was then called, almost entirely to themselves, scoffed at
first at the suggestion that the story of Californian gold would be respeated in
this northern region of the Pacific slope. And when chev realized that they wers

A

wrong,and that New Caledonis was facing just such a Cold Rush as California had

enjoyed. or endurel, since 1848, they were none too well pleased. A nmob of

undiseiplined gold-geekers in the valley of the Fraser would do uno good, 2ud might
be disastrous, to the fur trade.
In 1858 tine mainland of British Coluwmbia - it hed oniy in this year been

given its nsw name by Queen Victoria - was scarcely orgonized, The capital,thsn as

it

now, was a2t Victoria, con Vancouver Island, and the man who controlled the destinies
of the colony was James Douglas, afterwards knighted, a man of uausual ability and

unbounded energy. He had been for many vears in the ssrvice of the Hudson's 3ay

Company, and was now in the odd position of represenvicg the Crown as Governor in

o

the colony of Varsouver Island,which had been divided into electoral districts an

¢ in vhe mainland colony of

Q

possessed a legisglature, and filling the same offi
British Columbia,whers lie reigned as an sutocrat with no repressentative institutions.

The Gold Rusn 'he discovery of gold in British Columbia,wnich ied to the

building of the Cariboc Road,goes back to 18356 or 1857, when

of the WOL bhern Tunterior of British Columbia,
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according to A.G.Morice,in his

gold was found in rocky crevices on the banks of the Thompson river. The gold-
diggers were Inclans and the nuggets were shipped by the local agent of the

dudgornt s Bay Compzny to Governor Deouglas in Vicvoria, fror. where they vers

geat ewrly in 1828 %o the Mint ip San Francisco. Ag soon as word gos about thet
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gold had been found in British Columbia a party of prospectors’left San Francisco
for the north, and after reporting at Victoria, made their way up the Fraser to
IIill's Bar nesr Fort Yale, where they were so successful that a much larger party
left San Francisco in April for the north, - and the gold rush to Cariboo had
begun.

B.F,Townsley, in sn historical sketch of Canadian mineral discoveries

entitled Mine-Finders, says: "In May, June and July of that year (185 8) it is

estimated that twenty-three thoussnd gold seskers left 3an Francisco by boat
and @bout eight thousand overland. The worm-ecaten wharves of Jan Francisco
trembled with the hordes of prospsctors, and =all manner of watsr craft were put
into service. The flow of immigration was tremendous. In one day alone, one
thousand, seven wndred and ninsty-two left San Francisco. Vessels bound to

Puget Sound for lumber were deserted as the crews joined the gold rush. mmployess

of the sawnills did likewise. From 2ll along the coast the migration started
(S é; 3

while inland settlers left their farms; sven Hurope and Australia joined in the
rush.

"Those who toolk the overland route from tihe Northern States found the Indisns
most hostile and in self osreservation were obliged to travel in large caravans.
A gold train of waggons from Portland crossed the Columbla Kiver =t Okanagan. They
had to swim the oxen with the waggons, freight and cances lashed togethesr. On

reachiing the journey's end, the oxen were sold for meat, and the hides tanned

lir Townsley says that the zold recovered from the Fraser river below Lytton
up to 1858 was valued at ,705,000, while the followinz year it smounted to
1,615,072, By 186C the tributaries of the river farther north had added
censlderably to the production of gold, and in 1861, when the Cariboc came in,
its value had incrsased meterially, reaching in 1883 a peak of 3,915,563,

AS 3001 as Governor Douglas was convinced thet the colony was confronted wiph.
an influx of tliousands of more or less irresponsible miners from the United States,
he appealed vo the Colonel Secrstary in London, Sir Z.Bulwer Lytton (the novelist)
for a detachment of Royal Engineers, who would assist him not only in keeping

order but in builiding roads.
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Lillooet Trail Iven before he attempted to build a higoway up bthe Fraser,

Governor Douglas had made provision for a trail into the
interior by way of Harrison Lake and the Lillcoet River. Thig primitive highway
was built in 1858 by five hundred miners, divided into twenty companies of fwenty-
five men, each company under the command of a captain. They recelvsd no woges
for their labour, Lut were given free itransportation from Victoria to the point

of operations, and were provided with thelir Tood and lodging. The trail was
completed in record time and the settlement at its southern end became knowa as
Fort Douglag. Its entire length, including portages over the lakes, was ebout

one hundred miles.

Cariboo Road While the Lillooet Trail was useful, it wzs only a make 2,

and ag more and more miners poured into the country, diescover-
ing richer and richer deposits as they mads their painful way up the valley of the
Fraser, the Governor realized thet a much more ambitious road must be wuills.
Whav trail existed was extremsly rough, there wsre no facilities of any kiad along
the ronte, and fcod prices were enormous. Fortunately Douglss had adequate
bechnical assistance in the Royal Engineers, and betwsen 1862 and 18635 the highway‘

vias carried north into the heart of ths mirning country around Barlerville.

It is hard to-day to realize the magnitudie of the tasgk of bullding =

practicable bighway through such an sxceedingly difficult pm e of country, with

very limited Timencial or other facilities. Agnes Laut in her book The Carisco

Trail describes it as "ths boldest undertaking in rcad-building ever lauuched Iy

any comnunity of twe 2ty thousand people®. She adds, "the Cariboo =Hoal becams o

[Gel

ritish Columbia what the Applan Way was to Rome. It was eighteen fest wide and

(o

ver four bundred and eighty miles long. 1t wag one of the Tinest roads ever
built.  (Presumably she means, under the circumstances). It cost the countrzy only

42000 a mile, as against the 340,000 a mile which the two transcontinentel rail.-

N

It wag Sir James Dougles's

ways spent later on their roadbeds along th

W
o
o
=
5
e
s
N

zraat=gt womument.”
wnat conditisns were like on the route bto the gold-fields, befors the building
of +the Caribco Road, is suzgested by thes same wriver: At first there was nolvhing

Lut a2 wmule-trall backed out of the rock from Yale to Spuzzum; but minsrs wenti
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voluntarily to work and widened the bridle-path above the shelving waters. From
sruszun to Lytton the river ledges seemed almost impassable for pack animals;
vot a cable ferry was rigsed up at Spuzrzum and mules were sent over the ledges

to draw it up the river. Wien the water rose so high that the lower ledges

were unsafe, the packers ascended the mountains 800 feet above the roari

’,_J
8]

canyon. dhere cliffs broke off, they sent the animals across an Indian bridge.
The marvel is not that mauy a poor bheast fell headlong 800 fest down the

precipice. The marvel 1s that any track animal could cross such a trail at all.

the two original bridges on the Cariboo Road, Winnifred M.
g £ )

Futcher, ia The Great North Hoad to the Cariboo, says:

“The Alexandra susgpension bridge, approved and opened in September, 1863,

was of eourse, a toll bridge; well constructed and highly satisfactory. It was

e

the first bridze on ths suspension principle to be bullt in the coclony. Its
gpan wag over three hundred fest. when tested for use, a four-horsse team with

a loaud of thres tons was driven over, and ths deflection was inappreciable,being
less than a quarter of an inch. After being in constant use for over half a
century, it has oanly recently besn replaced by a bridge similar in principls
and design to the original,

"The other bridge was to replace Cook's ferry across the Thompscon river,
and was built by Thomas Spence 1in 1864. The cecst was ajuroxwmately $15, 000,
the last link from Yale to Alexandria. This

and the bridge, once completed, was

bridge wag alse a toll bridgs.”

fe on the Road Still another writer, Judge F.W.Howay of New iWestminster,

has described the Cariboo Road ag it appeared after its
completion in 1865, and as to a considerable extent it appears to-day:
"Here the road i1z supported by »iling, there buillt upon immenss masonry

f

ruins of which yet remain,
7

f111s', somebimes on

N

N

sometines cut through a sheer rock-bluff, now almost at the water's level, and,

anon, raiged to giddy elevatioms when the river below ssemed but a silver ribbon.”

In 18A5,however, 1life on the road would have Va,ed very different to what

it ig to-dav. In place of automobiles, there would be "long lines of pack horses,
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heavy freight wagons, six-horse coaches, with the well-known faces of their
passengers, camels and traction enginesg; an army of menEWith,pack gtraps, some
going, some returning, some successful, socme unsuccessful, men drunk and sober -
all sorts anrd conditioné of men -~ a motley crowd:; hustling activity at the rough
and ready road houces; such was the Cariboo Read in the palmy days of its

rpreatlness vhat are no more. !

Camels 1in Transpor 0f the rather extraordinary experiment of using camels

in British Columbia, some furthsr particulars are found

in Miss Futcher's book. "They were introduced into the colony” she says ‘in
1862 by a prominent merchant and packer, Mr Frank Laumeister, who conceived the
idea that the camel, because it could carry excessive burdens, forage for itself,
and go for long intervals without water, would be a great boon to the packing
industry. Accordingly, he purchased a band of twenty-one camels,which arrived
in May,1862, and were duly despatched for work on the pordages, a3 the Douglas-
Lillooet road was called.

"True enough, the camel could carry 1000 lbs. to the 400 1bs. of a muls,

and he could travel from thirty to forty miles a day on very little food, bub

his one grect drawback was his smell. Neither were his S0FL
accustoned to desert travel, entirely sultable to the rocky mountain trails. It
vag their strange swell that caussed so much confusion,however. The other
animals packing on the trails went wild when the camels were anywhere in the
vicinity. Several serious acecildents occurrad, bringing in thelr wake lawsults
and trouble. After a year of steady packing their owners decided to dispose of
them. A few were brought to the coast and sold, but the larger number were taken
over the Thompson river and turaned loose. For years thesse sneering, supercilious
7amels were the oddest animal of the Cariboo - a terrcor alike to horses and mulses

in the district. The last survivor died in 1900.7

Mule Tesms Mule teams also had their day, and, although they were more

guccessful tharn the camels and equally picturesqgue, they too were

‘inally abandoned in favour of horses and waggons. "hules were preferred to

oty
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horses {at first) because of Hheir gize and sure-Tootedness, also for their

trength. A mule train asually consisted of from sixteen to

o8
<
c
o
,O

<

3
o3

<3
9]
E.J.
‘A_J
w

forty-elght animals, A rough sort of leather sack, straw filled, and called an

ajoe, was strapped securely to the mule's back in placs of a =saddle. Upon

this contrapsion was Lisbiasd the freight, weighing upwaras of two hundred and Fifty

poundg, and sccured with the celebrated diamond hitch, The lesder of the train

was usually 2 whive mare, sursefooted and canny. There were no connscting rope

or contrel of any Xind over the malteg while tlhey were packing. Iach knew its

"y

€0

Lace and scrambled along 2t tiie lsader's rate as best 1€ ~ould. The train
erew consisted of a cook, a bess, and one man for about each eight animals

The freight waggons and passenger coaches that foilowed, drewn by horges,

teaffic on the Ceriboo Road up to the appearancs of ths automobile.

The route followedl in the ecarly days, anccording to Judge lloway, was rougnly as

“V

follows: first day, Yale to Sypuzzum; seccnd day, Spuzzum to lake House; third

day, Lale House to thonsand Lollar Bill on the top of the hill Ifrom Boston Bar;

fourih day, Thousgand Dollar Bill fto Butcher Flat; fifth day, Butcher Flat to

H

Bootnroyd Flat; sixth day, Boothroyd Filat tc Kanaka Bar; seventh day, Kanaka

Dar to Iytton; =ighth day, Iytion to Nicomen; ninth day Nicomen fto Cook's Ferry.

ot
Iy
)

Four miles beyond Cook's Ferry the Thewpson was left, and the remainder of

route fo guesnel Forks was made in ssveutbesn or eighfeen days.

5

varters of Iuterast The Cariboo Road has much to offsr of interest to the

traveller to-day, and will have even more if or when 1t

trunk highway from the United States Shrough British

becomes part of 1 gread
Columbpia aud the Yukon vo Alaska. Yithin sasy reach of Tthe southern end of whe

road ig Garibaldl Park and not fer from the northern end, in fact a few miles
gouth of Purns Lalke, is the new reservation known as Tweedsmuir Fark = both of
unasual intersgt to anyoue avtracted by natural scenery. Hell Gate and other

volnig on the tumultuous Fracsr rewind the traveller ol the ex traordinary

2

pedition of Fraser, Quesnel and 3tusrt in 1808, and Alexandria and the West

Read powver orv Dlackwater, carry memories of Alsxander Mocksnzie. Noht Tar from

Liilooet ave toe two largest gold-producing mines in Pritish Columbia, the
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Tioneer and the Bralorne,

and its many asscciations

horse and cattle ranches may be seen at Harie

Lytton, Paviiion, above Lillooet, Dog Creek,
Grnapard and other ranches in the szme &

"Plying U on Green Lake, anid the

Lord Lgerton of Patton, near the Hundred

and

The big zame huntsr an

apncrounities for sport within ressonable diaz

At oone placs or snother 1t is poussidle Lo get

shesp, mountain zoat, bear, =z2nd in soms coses

and a bruncih road from Quesnsel leads to Br

with the Cariboc gold

about forty-one mi

rouch owme

Mile House,

arkervilile

rush. Lerge and well-eguinped

g8 the TFraser frow

[0)

seourt, acro

iles Trom Williams

istrict, the vO K" Ranch at

ed by the Marguis of fSzeter

on the highway.
almost innumerabls

a

3 S

of the Cariboc Road.

GInes

moose, deer, caribou, mountain

wapitl, as well as wild geese,

grouse, and wild ducl:, waoile excellent £ly ox hallt fishing is to be had in almos
any of the numerous lakes and streaus. It is also an inberesting experience %o
wateh the Indimng on the Traser rviver spear-flshing and dip-netting for salumon

nla

i

tiforms on The

j

from their frail-looking

Projeets were brought

1WAY

days of British Columbin
Cariboo gold filelds by shorter rouites than th

Torward from time to

of the river.

axrls

time in the e

Lo
=~

for the building of roads tc the
e vailey of the Fraser. Alfred

laddiunglon, who wes one of the first to advocabte a transcontinental raillway,
pronosed at one time the construction of & road from Sutpe Inlet to the Cariboo,
which 1% was 3ald would be 175 miles slhorter than by the Fraser Valley, ©His
intention” says Father woriece in his Hisgbo of bthe Worthern Inverior of British

Golunb

wags to esvablish regular steamboal

auc the head of Butste Inlet, and thence hulld
River, through the Chilcotsn tewrritory, whose
ture ani would tvius be opensd to
oF success that, oven after the Frager river

a private company and, /&Lif in 1864, gent a I
the dnnumerable difficulties prescnted by the
of weTe L by Chilcoten Indians

Anothsy proposal was made about bthe =ame

the voute of Alsxander Mackenzie From BEo

route had bheen

ntinek Azms

commaunications hetween Victoris

szon road up the Humalhkhoh

WAEE

2

o 7
(=] ES

o

.
r s

axceptioual rssources in agricul-

the settler. So sanguine wes he

e

adopted,

Unfortunately most

ebansoned.

& projsct

vime to build a road by way of

i

5o the Upper Fras and &

organized



party of ths Doyal Tacineers, then stationed ot Vicloria, was sont to

cxamine its practicabllity and make a reporv. Mothing also come of this

suggestion,
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vI.
NATURAL  RESOQURCES

It will have besn seen, in the earlier part of this Report, that & number
of witnesses at the verious hearings offered evidence as to the resourcss of th
country through which the highway would be built, whichever route should be
finally selected. This evidence was for ths most part very general in charactsr,

and it seems to the Commission desirable to supplement it with mors specific

w

and detalled information drawn from governmental and other authoritaiive source

o

Minerals Forrest ~.Kerr, of the Geological Survey of Canada, in &

sumnary report dated April, 1932, said of the proposad
Llaska Highway and its relation to miuneral development in British Columbia:
lorthern British Cclumbia 1s known to contain two favourable zones for
mineralization:
*The western zone lies in the esastern part of the Coast .E{ange3 stretching

as & narrow belt from a point betwsen Ablin a’d Stewart; the zone 1s accessible

£
N

¥
jas

at present by the Stikine and Taku rivers, Portland Canal, Atlin, and to a lssser
extent, by the Unuk river.

sg roubes provids .8 necessary means, by improved water transportation

“Th

@

of railway construction material, of developing any major minersl deposits which
may require the moving of very large tonnages of ore and eguipment.

"Some gactions of the zens, however, remain inaccessible by these roulbes
and although a road on the eastern flank of the range would provide a means of
prospecting these areas and to some extsnt a means of developing any important
discovaeries, any long road haul would be prohibitive, except in the cass of
vnusually rich deposits.

"There is 1ittle evidence to show that the area immediately north and eaa#

tioned western zone 1s favourable for mineralization,although

of the above-

thers way be some small areas deserving further study; hundreds of sguare miles

ars covovo with lava and are likely to be entirely barren. Largs coal deposits

Q

e known to exist in the CGroundlog ssction. Thes2 may be of considsrabls value

st soms futurs date,




the west of Hhe Worgaip river and the Finlay river and conside

Li8,

"There is an castern belt favourable for mincralization,

Deasge lele, and ig sepavated from the proposed routve of the Cass

Omineca Mountains, a formidable systenm extending from central

to central Viukon. Long veaders from the main highway would be necegsayy iear

=

t is doubtful vhether tioe wmain highway would be

[

aicr-Omineca Mountains, but

Dl

important direct aid in the developument of tals zone.

Ovherwise, practically nothi

batholith may exist

to bthe Yulon, includsd some noves

st

torked and a considerable amouns

A~ 2

"Tn the western part of the Cassiar~-Omineca Mountains the zone kncwn as ths

geiar-Omninecs ~whholitly, which 1s para

geological faveurable for minsralization and source ol sone

the Tukon nlacer deposits. Thne Dezce Lake da

been ezxamined geologically or extengively prospe-sted, and is somewhat digcouragir

is knovwn abouts this geologicalily Tavourable zone

-Qmineca

"it is fthought that a third zone immediately west of the Cass

though it appsars doubiful that 1t has tbhe potentlalities

a4 yd

the other two. I te uear the Cassiar-Omineca Mountaios mignt be

%l resnurces.”

s s 54t

Inspsctor Moodie of the Nowrth-wesh

Report of 1399 on the overland expedition from Admonton

MLISra Ll resdurces oL

“AL Manson Ci

sk ho 3aid Ybeltwsen Lake and

ares delng

&)
N

4 large number of bench

iver claims were staked out the Pinlay and Parsnip

rivers. fFrom one bar, about elght miles uvp the Finlar, =

asrsady bhsen woghed. Torn Creek is also wail

y to yvield good progpecte; it

flows intn the Peace River a short distance below the rorsnlp, The Ingenilca,

nica and Omenica rivers give good colours in wany places. 1o fac

said, alnost avery ecreek and rivsr will give Pcolours® in more or lsss paying

guantities.”

-

Inaractor Moodie added: "Copper was Tound nsar Desdwood lake about Lforby

sact of sMeDame's Cresk, and a good zeanm of coal near camp HU,ncrbi of the divids

waen Lhie Finlay and Turnagain rivers.©

clow

1lel to the above-mentionsd castern zone,

3 .- S T B
posis which has

s A
unted Police 1o Lis

aversed.
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Jﬁnpr ls John D.Galloway, Provincial Mineralogist of British

Jolm ©.Gall oWaY

Columbis, made a report to what was known as the Fact Finding
Committes, set up in connection with the former Alaska Highway Commission. In
this renort My Galloway saild:
"Geologlcally, this area is Imown to be mineralized in many places, but a largs

part of it is dilficult of

m

CCesE. It bas been penetrated by prospsctors in many

Lres!

places, from Hezselton to tiue north, Atlin to the soutl, and from suitable polnts

"The Tastern Contact zone of the Ceoast Ranee is known to be a well-mineralized
none, Ln this zone are contained the important productive mines of Stewart,B.C..
notably the Yrewier. Other minerslized areas in this zone are Alice Arm, Anyox,
Taku river and the Atlin placer area somswhat to the east. Thig Eastern Contact
zone has only been intensively prospected where it could be reached from the coast,
hut long stretches are 1ot accessible,

"The probable route of the road (as then proposed) will lie gomewhat to the
east of the Hastern Contact zons of the ast Range, but would give much better
access to parts of this area than is now possible from the coast.

“Further east from the Contact Zone metallic mineralization also occurs,as for
instance in the Docher deBoule Range at Hazelton, at Meziadin Lake and at Telegraoh
Cresk.

"The nroposed road would also pass somewhere near the Groundhog coal-Tield.
This field was slightly developed in 1910 and 1911 but since has laid dermant.

Good transportaticon might result in the best parts of the Tield being further

tested., Ulvimately, of course, no apprecilable production of coal would be zade
without railway connection.

"The further develomnent of the placer district around atlin would not be
advanced to any extent by this road, as the present fransportation suffices. In
connection with mineral resources, the following statement has been made by Dr
J. T wandy, Regident fngineer for the District:

"Despite the excepticnal mineral resources of this area, the region has

remained compavatively inactive The feact must be acknowledged that the

development of the country is retarded by an inconvenient and expensive
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transportation system, and it will
conditvs

not be fully d

oveloped uniess this
LOTL slleviated. The remsdy, apparsnt and logical, 11
consvruction of z direct ftransportation system down the
to gesboard, anprozimately

14Z% miiles in length.
4re now bta

{ith thedevelopments that
king place in this latter area and the mootved Pacific-Tuxen
Highway, the Lope for T

of the

to the struggles
interti o mey perhaps be fulfilled in the not disgtant
2ubure !
"It ig the policy of the Department of Mines to open up knowa minsraliszed
areas for progpecting by good trunk trails, As a rule, roead
first of all on ac

Cals are
count of

o

not considered,
sxpensa, and, s=scondly, becauss the explora
g mineralized area is egpeculative and the poweibilities caunot Yo appralsed in
&3 in the case of land and timber. The expense of roads for prospeching
cannot therolore be jnstified, Following the finding of cerhain minerel
ghowings, roads, as & rule, bscome unacessary before adecuate development can ne
carried out to det=rmine “hs veluve of vhe vropertics. The Nation river -
Menson Creek area 18 = case ila point, whicl. kes been sarved by irails for y=sars
znd now the Dspartment is endeavouring Ho
area.

get a mrair

slaigh-road

through the
"The accleration of prospecting in the mizerallized
would in no was

area

from Haze
way dustily

proposcd road but il built much additionsl mincral
exploration will undoubtedly result with ©h

the ince
another

cive of
" Premier mine.’

togsibly findd

Mr Galloway'™s Repor?

Hazelton

Yo Atlin, and does not

e route from
give congideration %o the more sasterly routes.
It is also te be noted thalt transvortation Tacilities in are
much legs adegquave to-day than they were in 1931,

Torsst Hesources The following Rsyort, prspared for il tL;
Fact~Tinding Committes of 1921, also deals cntirely with
the Togion that would be traversed by the nlghwey from Hazellfon tno Ablin:
"For descripbive purposes the region of the Province noted inm the attached
sumpary hasg been divided intvo dra Two drainagse

. nagsly, The
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Skecna and upper Nass river valleys are situated within the organized forest

&

digtrict of Prince Rupert. The three remsining drainagse are in unorganized

territory. While Torest resources in all drainages described are principally

sultable for manufacture into pulp, timbsr suitable for construction will be

)

found in varying quantities whan needed. Up %o the present, due to iack 0
demand and distances from present day marksts, there has beon practically no
e*plo¢ ation of lhese resources Tre only forest products that have been

utilized are cedar woleg from the vicinity of Hezelton and Kitwanga, mine timbers

and a small awount of saw timber for local use in the vicir

Upper *"his reglon comprises an area drained by that seciion of the
River

Skesna river east of the axis of the Coast Lountains. The
headweters of the Skesna rige in & pase that divides it from the Stikine river

#t an elevation of approximatsiy 4,000 fast. From this point it bsars a

=y

aet. The principal trib

unifora and consist

ougtut and Xitwangn rivers.
of a serics of plateaux broken by high barren rauges rising to & maximun
alevation bt 7,000 feet and forming maln divides. Forest growt.: i1s very uniform
and is chiefly the hewmlock-spruce typs. Lodgepole pine found on the drier sites
pceurs both in pure stands and in mixtures with spruce aad bslsam. Cedar oceurs
along the upper benches of the Skeena, its northern 1limiv being found 40 miles
nerth of Hazelbon. Burned areas are reiabtlively ammall north of Kiszgegas, an
Indian village on thne Babine river. These sreas are restocking fairly

gatisfectorily, The only exploitavicon of timber in this drainage to date has

been in cedar poles for cugtern marksts via elton and the Canadlian Mational
Hallway .
Upper Mass River "Thisg drainage adjoins the Skeena Valley to which 1t is

5

hygical features and forsst cover.

similar as regards

n
£

The headwaters of the Nass rise in Iat.56° 50' - Long.1l30%0pposite the headwaters

PN g s

of the Iskut river and flowing in a soutiierly, thence westerly dirsction through

tho Coast iountains, emptving into Observatory Inlist at Lat.B55%

1

Important tributaries of the Nass arse the east forlk, the Bell-Trving, Cranberry,



fuiskuch and Tseax rivers. Racent examination of the forests of this region

itable Tor manufacture into pulp.

o)

show extensive areas of Crovm timber, chisfly =

balsan and spruce predominate, with sxtensively burnsd areas reproducing

ot
5
[}

to ]ouxugole ping. Cedar iz found only in the south wostern exbtremity of thi

- 1a ~ oy - ey e
in the Tszazx vallsy.

"ihe drainsge basins of these two rivers GOHDIJ s¢ tuc area

that is situated between the axis of the Coast MMountains
on the west and the Cassisr mountaing on the sast. A8 Tthse axis of the Coast

Torne the bhoundsry between British Columbia and Alaska,only the eastern

Provines., The altitude of ihe ttom of the Stikine Valley

glopes arse within tk
varies from about 4000 feot at its souree to tidewater a®t its mouti. Topographilc
satures vary and while main divides attain higher slevations than the Nass to
the gouth, the formation of the valleys ere similar. #dhitford and Craig (1917)
reported the climate differencss at tils latitude greatly influsnces forest

growth; timher is snpallsr ond is only Tound in commercial guantities on protected

; erid and there are areas along

aites. Around Tels

the Stikine and its tributary the Klappan whers conditions are too dry to

|.4

whh. The volums

port forest of timber suifted bo commercial purposes is

gmell. The - hemlock-spruce

torougnout the region. Lodgsp

the upper Zpatsizi river.

=y

land of

(.J

this reglor

"The drainage basin of the Takn river lies betwesen the

._Az

bt
o

Stikine con the south and the Atlin reégzion on the north.
contains portions of ftwe physiographic units, namely, the siopes of the Coast
Mountains and the Yukon Plateau, Two important tributaries are the sloko and
Inklin rivers. Tue plateau portion of this regilon has a geunecal altitude of

Mountaing are high and rugged and covered with glaciers,

4,000 feet. The Coast

aome of which f£ill {the small side valleys and reach nearly to the waters of the

Taku. The portion of thig valley in British Golumbia supports a heavy growth of

hemlock, spruce awd balsam. Timber line occurs at an altitude betwesn 1,870 and

2,000 feet. OF the B45 square mileg below the merchanteble timber lire, 409
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sguare miles ig considered incapable of supporting timber. This area is
composed of SWApe, lakes and badly burned patches, which, not restocking, are
covered with grass or willow grewth, or are barrsn. Ths merchantable timber
lies mostly along the lower reaches of the Teku, where the moist warm climate
of the Alaska coast exerts a favourable influsnce.

Atlin Reglon "Thig ragilon comprises that portion of north western

British Columbia situsted between the axis of the Coast
Mounte 11« 1 ohhe weea o Fhe TNogaes T - iTe civid on the esst Thers ars
Mountaing on the wegt and the Dease Laks River civide on the east., 1t 3 3

two contrasting types of bopography in th istrict: the Coast Mountains and

the Yulkon Plateau. The Coast Mountains consist of a wugged range partly

th oegnow and ice throughout the year, The Yukon Plateau to tihe east

did

coverard

5 of uplands and vallsys. The uplands heve a general elevation of

63

whilse valleys range from 2200 feeh to 2400

o

ed depressions and
arvially coversd by lales, Of these 4tlin Lake 1s the larzest in the Proviacs.

Halr

in the scuthern part of the dry

Although precipitation is similar

belt, conditicns of rature are unusually severe and to a great extent

influence the forest growbth in this regilon. The amount of merchantable timber

ig very small. The principal forest type of the region is spruce-alpine fir.

Lodgerole pine occcurs on the poor soils. Poplar groves and willow thickets

occupy the richer soills where the original forest has been completely destroyed

by fire.
"Trom hhe viswpoint of bthe ccasi of interior lumbemnen of soubthern British
Columpia, tie forests in the vicinity of Atlin would not be considsred as

containing marchantable timber. The character of the timber growbh 1s

to that found a2t an altitude of 5,500 feet in the southern part of

the Province. It is of interest to note To what degree utilizaticn of our

forests can bs practiced when records show that in former years seven small

mills around Atlin Lake had an annual output of 750 M.B.u. of this grade of

In addition to the forsgoing Report on tTimber resources, the Commission

has recelved from the DJominlon Foress Service a Memorandum prepared by ir
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Ll a

W, 5.D,Hal1id end four sheevs of dtabulabicons
and merchanteble tTimber on tihe PA" and YEY proutes,
of British Columbia. Thage will be found in

“‘b

Water Fowers following

atatement

of torest land classif

gupplied b

~

the Appendix s 6 and

on water powers,

betwesen Hazelton and Atlin, was prepared for the

in the s

gine area

Fact-

TMinding Commitves of 1931 by officers of the British Columbia Govermment.

"There are numercus water powers of meny gizes within transmission distance
by slectrical energy of the projected highway but of which at present very little
detailed information and data have been collected. However, of the larger

e

the

and

Ial

0]

t

rivers, such as the uprper waiters of the Skeena, the Ness and the 3tikine,

information availabie indicated powers are large

would repay furiher invess] upper vaters of
clton, ti Tour known nower Si i.e., the canyon

at the (01d Xuldo Canycn, the Lide Canvon and the 4th Canyon
¢ wilag abovs the 4th Telegraps Jabin.
er the Tollowing sites are knovin to exist, i.e. Greasge
at mouth of Teohitin river, Just below moutl

of The Xinskuech river, Flat Rock Point, just helow mouth of Mezladin
e 2 D0 vt e s Teat s L0 me T e I
at Big send (28 miles), Smoke ficuse {30 miles), and

opsibili

begides the p

B

1 ote .

irsr,

#Should the demand exist,

cotld be made from vhe waters of the lUass. O0OF the power possibilities
Stikine rivser and its tributzries, 1ittlzs i¢ kaown but as the river
several rocky canyons whose walls exceed 200 feet in helght, iV 1s
liksly that gites exist at which developments could be made.”
In the Report of the Commission to study the
highway to Alasks, published at wWashingbon in 197

5 given G0 the qgues

le atisniion i en

conaiderab

Colunmbia, the Yukon and Alaska, as
It is to be noted that in this

pents tota

Fepory,

1ling over 230,000 hor

tion of pabural resourcs

as in vhe repor

river,

and

ge~power

of the

flows Through

more than

propossd

53,

g in northern



FMinding Committee already quoted. it is assumed that the highway would follow

the westerly rouve north from Hozelbon, and the resources dascribsd are thoss

that would be aval along thet route.

These natural resources, says the repert, consist of gold, silver, copper,

lead, zine, gvpsuw, coal, timber, furs, wild game and fapm lands, and the

al attention is given to minerals. The revery sbtates that the most

Important gold deposits in British Columbia are in tne nortnern half the

Provioce and can be reached now only with great difficulty. Dsvelopment in the

Taku and Avlin aress haa hsen greatly e

ifficulities which would be largely cvercome by

COHdLLlOH iu It is obgerved that transportation facilities in the Yukon

tne Tukon river and its

3 = Y e e re
are oretty

upper bribubtaries. Thess waterways offered adecuase provision fox Through

f

velooment »f the country could nct be

l. fa
(&)
=
s
-
&
oy

trangportati

to the river was provided. A rosd

=tod until a

O

Trom Whitehorea Lo areasg, would make

it posgiblz to move

cheaply than by

river steamers.

Gold in slaske Tlie Report draws attention to the fact that the arsa

is knewn to

in Alaska hetween Dawson

contain gold irn paying guantities. "In the Chic arss particularly

thers arse sxrtensive low-grade deposits, which could be profitably irf

isg could be ovsrcome, sg they would be by this new
) y

bl o

transportation diflficul

States Uscologliceal Hurvey show thatb

road. Invesvigations made by the

5

w rlvers are favorable

W

conditions in the gzeneral arse betwesn ths Tanansa and Yuk

3~

o tie occurrsnce of valuable metallifercus depoesits, Their development 13

practically impossible under predent dtrensportation dlfficulties, butv if there

wers an autotruck reoad asross this ares, development of the rssources would

1923 Report, Lt is emphasized that it is important

v .Li~ .y
IRV XSAC]

changed conditions in mining gold in

dars® it seye, "rich concentrations of gold

!._J
=

the north country. YIn the ear
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were Tound in British Coluwmbia, the Qondike, Tanana Valley, Nome and slsewhere.
llese deposits wers go rich that even individual miners wibtlh no more sgquipment
thaz trey could carry on their backs or on dog sleds, could wash out gold in

N

quantities, Hub thess rich deposits have largsly been exheusted and bthe

remaining metal is so diffused that Processes are necessary for its

sxtraction. dhere pans or crude rockers and sliuices once yielded paying
quantities, now dredges or powerful hydraulicking outfits ars rsvljrﬁd, The
machinery, tie fuel, ths sugplies,»the abour required for these operations
cannot ke brougit to the site of the work cconomically without modern trans-
vortation, Aven the prospecting and development worl which precedes the

production phase, demands economical transporiation, which gemsrally .wss involve
the uss of autotrucks. Tt i3 no longsy generally possible for a coupls of
prospectors to go cut and with pick and shovel uncover rich depeosits of gold

or obther metals, The modern system of prospecting comprises a general

obgervation of ground Torng, gsologlcal investigations for the purpose of

loeating favourzble conditions, extensive excavation, and sowmetimss tunneling

ALl of this work must be done before a prospsct
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is brought to a production besis,and cannot be done without the uss of modsrn

overland transtortation. Unless roads are provided, work of thig kind must be
eonfined to the areas immedietsly adjscent to the navigable waterways, lecaving

untouched larse arcasg not 890 urably zituated.

m

also in Yukon Territos

ATn Alaska, and

built inland from —arious points rivers Cor the development

ol nearbdby areas, and whilc these ant regulrements

the lack of a comprehsnsive trunk tly retarded development. Under

o

present conditions, the transportation of a shidpment of freight from a Canadian

snpply polat to the interior of British Columbia, Yulion Territory

e of an ocean vessel, a rallroad, a river .
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of Alagka frequently demends the
:

steamer, an sutctruck or wagon road end a pack trail in turn. IF the gaps

batwean the ns were filled in, some of thess

> cargo could be avoided, thus reducing the total freight

L

charge, which, under present conditions, is often prohibitivs.
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"In Canada the area betwesn Kitwanga end Bowser Lake has been prospocted

by

and many claims staked, In 1930 it drew the attention of several large companies
wie sent thelr englnecers in, and 1t is understood thet the region is very

promising. Lack of transportation has retarded development. In the Topley and

Smithers districts mines are under development, and the mineral area sxbends

fe]

northward into the Babine Mountairs, where extensive claims exist. - During 1930
geveral large mining companies have investigated extensively along the Drifitwood,
Bear and Omineca rivers and westward of Tekla Lake. On the lowsr Klappan, claims

i

showing high values have already beesn staked, ard the upper Stikine
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good field for further vromising investigation. These areas ars now bevond the
Tield o the ordinary prospector, because of the expense and difficulty of
cutering the ragion. Large companies are exploring by plane. From the Stilkine

river northward, in the Deage lake district and along Liard river, placer mines

bewn worked; but transportation costs of 4160 per ton from Wrangell make

profits doubtful."

Goal North of the Bear rivsr, in ths region between the upper waters

of the Skeena and the Stikine, it is pointed out that the mineralized

formation yields to the coal measures. In this district are found tne Groundhog

coal fields, valuable anthracite deposits, in which go far little development

0 attompted because of the lack of transportation facilitiss, These coal

It is reported that the lower Nasg valley, in the region of the

Oranberry and Bell-TIrving rivers, carriss a good stand of pulp
woond, dngslnan spruce, estimated by the Canadian forestry authorities at some two

billion feet. A folr stand of pulp wood of the ssme speciss existe aloung the

sent are
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rens and in the vallsy of ths Lower Babine river. Thase areas at ore

'D

witihout adsquate traunsport outlet fecilities. A% ilazelton is centred a small

cedar post and pols industry, which i1s floated down to tidewater on the Skesna,
Tieg from jack-pinc have clso developed into an industry. Tie timber is

obtainnd along the Pubineg route to Bear Ilake. A tabular statement of forest

rogources, based on a report of the Commission of Conservation of Canada in 1917,

(S 3%
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ghowg four billion feet on the Upper Skesna, four billion on the Upper Nass,
two billion an the Stikine-Iskut rivers, a quarter of a billion on the Talku

river, and about two hundred million in the Atlin region.

Furs The 1953 Reports points out that fur is an ilmportant resource
in all the northern parts of the conbtinent, and that a ﬁaw

uway would provide increased facilities for trapping and the production of

furs. It might also be worth while to consider the possibilities of fur farmning,

in the region tapped by the highway.

Hunting Attention is drawn to the ottractions offered to big game hunters

and fishermen throughout the region, where moose, caribou, mountain

sheep and mountain goat are plentiful, and the many streams and lakes full of

delq ey

fish. Av the present time owing to the excessive cosgt of transportation, the
expense ol a thirty day hunting trip amounte to about $3,000. Thig cost would

be very much reduced if it were possible to travel most of the way on a highway.

Agriculture The 1933 Report states that the popular idea that this

northern country is a Torbidden land of snow and glaciers,

pa

where agriculiural development would be impossible, 1s witho foundation. “The

[t

riech soll, the ample moisture, and long hours of summer daylight, produce

surprising crops of many different kinds. In Alaska, adjacent to or even north
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of the Aretic Circle, greins, hay, vegetables, small
suceessiully.”
In support of the opporbtunities for farming in islaska, the sxperiernce

of the Unifted States

Svabions in 1929 =& Alagka, ig cited. Spring wheat
of good quality requirsd from 28 to 109 days to ripen, and yielded 21 to 28

bushels per acre, Oateg of zood guality neseded 98 to 111 days to ripen, yielding

from 35 to 77 bushels per acrs. Barley of good quality required 89 days 1o -

=

ipen, and yielded 28 to 49 bushelg per acre. Flax was raised during a one-ysar
test and believed to be well adapted 6 local conditions. Alfalfa survived
2

the winter practically ons hundred per cent and yielded at the rate of 4.2 tons

Der acre, Glovers svrvived about 30 per cen®t, as did alse vebeh, which yielded

in conducting Agricultural IZxperiment
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about 6 tons per acre., Field peas yielded hay of high quality, at 1.3 tons

per acre. Potatoes were nlanted May 24th and matured about September 20th. They
were of fine quality and yielded from 193 to 214 bushels per acre. Other
vegetables grown were spinach, kale, cabbage, celery, onions, parsnips, salsify,
beets, carrots, turnips, radishes, cauliflower, brussels sprouts, tomatoes,

sweet corn, leeks, Swizs chard, peas, head lettuce and rutabagas. Allﬂdid well
except tomatoes and swest corn. The ftomatoes made a large yield of green fruit,

corn grew slowly, tasselled and silked but

none of whicih ripensc.
produced no ears. Crankzrriss and blueberries grow wild in great profusion
over a large pari of the Territory. Raspberries have been raised successfully

211 amea2zt Ln the Fairbanks region.
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and strawberrie

24 T3t in the vieinity of Fairbanks, in 1933,

Dairying and 1% ils o
Stockraising

Zziry cattls were producing milk and cream

for the local markst. = grazing
land along the route from - reindeer
berds had besn amezing. Ths heris hol grown Froo s fer thousand head when
introducs Zo sy TIarE BET TOOT vz omiiiion. Txperiments in

sTry wes a promising one.
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had been made near HFairbanks

for wool but the meat

was much superior to ordinary dousstic ruTicn. 7iiZ goat culture for the
production of milk for chsese ez z2lsc £ Lo53l0ilitry. Some areas in British

Columbia, like the Klappan Valler, with 173 lzrze msadows and bunch grass

cunds. Caribou Mountain in this

hilisides, affordsd good wizntser

thousands of caribou. The snowfall was

reglion wes the

in garly spring. Stock raising could be made as

light and bunchgrass
productive and successful an industry as in the Chilcotin Valley. Good land
had been reportel in the valley of the Lower Nass, as well as in the Bell-Irving
Valley, the Babine and Takla lake regiol. Conditions wére also favourable
for agriculture in the vieinity of Dawson, whitehorse and other parts of the

Yukon. The principal obstacles to further expansion of agriculbture in northern

British Columbia, the Yukon and Alaska, were lack of roads and lack of markets.
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Both ohstacles would be overcoms by the building of the proposed highway.

Water Power I% i3 also »nointed out that major and winor water power

ites sbound throughout the reglon between Hazelton and

the Yukon boundsry. sl rivers were capable of develoumsnt +o some exbtent,

at any rate for locsl puricses. No survays had been made but the rivers

usually hed plenty zni the numerous lakeg Furnished natural redervoir
3ites. The Stikins river znd in particular offered great possibilities

for power develo:

Geological Surv Simes LEEY7 =2 number of reporis have been made by

of Canada

o7 ths Geologlcal Survey of Canada on

Yukon Territory by G.M.Dawson,

Gzorge Hanson and others.






