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Ontario Fishery Commission.

REPORT

MR, SAMUEL WILMOT axb MR, EDWARD HARRIS

Fishery Comrmissioners

Appoinied by the Dominion Government to inguire into and report upon the description |
of nets used, the spawning periods of fish, and other matters connected with the
Fisheries in the various lakes and other waters in the province of Ontario.

Mo 't]'ié'IAYGii'diii‘ﬁB]é"C'l'l';;i“s”;”H'.'Tﬂ’P’i"Elﬁ',’"""""'"""""’”' T
Minister of Marino and I‘isheries, _
Ottnwa

Sm —Your Oommlssxouela, duly appomted to examine into the pm'tlculms con-
nected thh the working of tho fisheries of the provinee of Ontario, beg to submit
their first report, which will cover the more important ﬂshones in Lakes Frie,
Huron, Slmcoe and the Georgian Bay. : -

‘Thie “work 6f the Cominission,s after"taking a large amount of evidenco from- - -

" fishormon, fish-dealers and others, all engaged more or less in the fishing industries -

~of the- country, necessarily closed their worlk tempomrily, in Decombor last, with the-

__view, howaever, of entering into the investigations agnin during the season of 1893 in

order to obtain information-in relation™ to tbe tisheries- connected with tho" other
great lakes and waters of Ontatio, .

With two or threo exoeptxons all tho evidence submitted was taken undoronth,

Facts in sufficient numbor were obtained to-cnable an opxmon to bo formed of the

- -present condition  of-tho-fisheries-in soveral-of-the great-lakes-in-Ontario,

Experienced fishormen and others having a special knowlodge of the subjects
upon which they gave evidence, were called as witnesscs. They proved to be in-
. ,telllgent and well acquainted Wlth their cnllmg A fi full roport of‘ the ev 1dence a8

: preparcd for convenient reference:

Y

'l—INTER-STATE FISHERY CONVENTION.

K
v
g
S
'.1 :

- sentative Amerlcans, pmctlcal and experionced in the ﬁsherxes, are submitted con.
donsed from the report of the proceedings of the oonf‘erence, compurising. six statos;
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“of the Union which front upon our great lukes, ench claiming water frontage and
| S fisherics, _ R
i The resolution approving: a closo season during the month of November for
" whitefish, salmon-trout and herring was ado])tc(l'nnnnimously by t‘b?"ygrious‘state
$ ol commissioners at this conference. |
B i cpressed that the licensing system of Cannda should be
i i ' A strong opinfon was expressed that the licensing syster ,
T adopted in the various stite fishories: :
IRE Other resolutions of an. important character, tondjng to presorve the fisheries;
& S . .
b wore agreed to, all of which will be found in the condensed report of the proceedings,
) I A o SRR '
.. No sentiment oxprossed at the conforenco appeared to meet with a more unani-
(. wous approval than, * That the fisheries were hold by tho States and Canada in trust
R R for the people to see that they and thoir descendants had for all timo to como a supply

of fish ; that the country is not to be doprived of thix fish food, from improvident
eotion at the present time,"”

'I'heso states will ask for legislation to confirm the recommendations of the con-
foronce. In Canada an order in council is effoctive, The adopiion of the * recom-
mendations” in Canadn would be the best evidenco of approval of the worlk of the

BET éoi—]fe»l-‘é-'lc—é:»m-—— [NPGRS PTPETRTEPIRISE TS S SR S SRS S L L S SEEE LSRRGS ¢

Tt was recognized that Canada had been in the advance in endeavouring to
- preserve-the fisheries-of -the great lakes,- - - : e e e

In difficult enses, no argument is more effective than examples, the improssion
is more quick and penetrating than that of words; the possibility and advantages
of porformanco are made clear, The examplo of Canadn in the past, in adopting
closc sensons and wise rogulations, has not beon without good eoffect in the United
States: - The future of tho fishories of the great lakes-will always bolargely

influonced by the adoption of any well considored rogulations by the Canadian
Government, ‘

- 9:=VISH IN UNLVERSALr DEMAND, —~ S

Before commenting upon the ovidenco the importance to the people of main-

~ taining the fishories cannot bo™ bottor expressed than in tho words of the ominent
physician, Sir Honry- Thompson, His looture, given during the “ International -
Fisheries Exhibition, London, 1883, will *be found in  the fisheries oxhibition
literature “ Conforonce.” ~ : .

e e ek

“For n lurge and increasing class of tho community who are emphatically
brain workers fish furnishes an appropriate. food. When we refleot that tho
- “tendency of eivilization hiore and elsewhoro=is slowly but surely to develop mental
... Aotivily and_todispense with_laborious_handicraft_requiring a-strong—meat diet,—~ - -
* this fish food which has hitherto for the most part been an agreenble appendage to
the daily tablo of a few, ought, I think, to be more gonerally recognized as
‘peculiarly adapted to the wants of a very iargo, influontinl and inoreasing part of
our popululion. T S S
| * For tho sedontary man, whatover his calling may be in life, whose engagements.
_ pormit him only to take just what moderate amount of musoular exercise which is
—--inall circumstances essential to henlthj for a great proportion of women whose
: habits mostly are not and often cannot be active, the nutritive clemonts afforded by -
fish admirably supply an important part of the wants of the body, The moderate
: vi :




~Ontario Fishery

Commission.
" amount of f.lésh-fovi{{.‘;’i'i‘ng\7m'ka't"éri‘nl' present in fish 'an’dv'i‘n a form _WHioh 'en:tio,'ils‘ little
labour on the dig{&stive“cwgang—-—for most porsons certainly less than meat—and the

facility with’ whish fish may be associated with other elements, place it in the front B
rank of foods in’ that mixed dietary whicli issultable to those-who-lead more-or-l 388 — —— "]
the kind of life veferred to,” - S S o .

That tho danger line of destruction of the fisheries of the great lakes is being

approached with lesser arcas is not generally known to- the public, * Lake

— 'nftd‘rlake-bec‘omés-de‘pleted~df—its,—bestrﬁsbglbntti'"ailWﬁy_f;iitdhaitm_opana the other
inland-wators, limited in number and easily oxhausted, - The supply of fish is fov

the prosent only burely maintained, bub at inoreased cost t0 the consumor, ‘Whether

. the lakos and waters already depletod oan evar be repldnished remains to beproved
~ the process of destruction and the methods to accomplish it aro clear, Should the
‘BB prosont vory oxhuustive mothods not be prohibited in all ‘mattors, all the betler.
HEE  qualitios of fish must s0on becomo only a present luxury for tho vich, and oro long. -
i be oxterminated,

Hatcherios car aggist nature in roplonishing depleted w‘atél"s‘, but all‘u’ftiﬁciul

efforts will be futiiu where waste, oxcossive fishing, and a defianco of all naturo’s laws
.have a foothold. . ‘

’

3.—THE DEPLETION OF THE LAKE AND OTHER FISHERIES.

- —Iy-pursuing the following synopsis of the evidence given it '\giﬂ' be observed, ‘
that the whitefish being tho favourito fish with the public, and the fish ‘wigat eastly T
cuught by the fishormen, wero the first-to be..cxhausted. Mr. MoDonald, who re-
prosonted the Buffalo wholosalo fish dealors at the Detroit conference. said: I
think the whitefish ave all out of Lake Erle, it is the herring wo ave all after now.”

- hip evidetice given in relation to Linke Huron and -the- Geovgian - Bay shows-a ool
rapid advance to o similar condition in those waters, ~In Lake Huron the whitefish -
‘ave admitted to.bo “protty well caught out,” and at the lowor end of the lake both
whitofish and trout are at the point of oxtinction, Whoro an inoreade in the catch
of salmon-trout is shown it is explained by the mesh being reduced from b inchos ~
to 4}, and in many casos much less to ontoh tho smaller and immaturoe fish, as woll
as by improved fishing gear, more capital and greater offorts put forth by inoreased
numbors of fishormon, 'T'wenty yoats ago ibfi’ﬂuidi_nmvidencvthat—d'small~sohoonerm--~—
. ~would havd-been required, rathor than a small fishing boat, to onrry off afisherman'’s
eateh from Squaw Island at the head of the Georgian Bay., ‘

'Tho large salmon-trout (large blacktrout so-oalled), which como from the deep
_wator of the Georgian Bay to the shores about the 16th to 20th Ootobér to spawn,
aro followed by fishormen handling over 1,000 miles in longth of gillmets,—Ltispos=———
R - sible;under tho-prosent-plan of—»ﬁshing--tho-Georgian-l,’-uy_and_co‘ntigu.ouamt_e;a,_m; S
" oxtorminato thoso fish in o season. The spawning grounds are in olroumscribed
space on bars, reafs and shallows, and thoro the fishermen congregate in the autumn
months., This immenso-longth of twine oan be laid, making a wall of nets, so a8 not
* only to cateh, but to prevent the fish which escape from reaching their spawning -
grounds to reproduce their species, The fish being thus driven from one part of the
lake and bay to another, & correct conolusion a8 to -the condition of thé fisheries in
- . Lnke Huron and the Georgian Bay can only" bearrived at by taking those. waters as &
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" whole and not by the'roturns of a soason's fishing from any pa\.pticulai' locality,

: ' The gill-net fishormon of the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron will in a fe.w years be ‘
; S forced into othe ccup’ations. This has ﬂ]l‘eﬂd)’. h.aplm.".ed, LOtbQﬁ@lengusuyin
S Lake Ontario, Linke Erio, Lake Simcoe, and the Dotroit River and .other waters,
1B . The procoss of oxhaustion is entively similar, It can only be ohecked by pr‘event-

f ing tho destruction of tho young and immature fish, by having larger meshes in the

; ‘ nots and the strict enforcement of proper close seasons.

B

‘Fish are deseribed by naturalists as being of two classes, local and migratory.

Both may be quickly exhausted by improper fishing and overfishing : with regard to

the specios which lead a more or less migratory oxistence, there cannot be the least .

‘ doubt, and where man has complete control over the area oceupied by euch, thesame

°, priuciple of more fish bein-; caught than reproduced would lead to exhaustion like.

' wise, 1t has been demonstrated that some of tho Atlantic fish coming into the
Moditerranean to spawn, ard enught beforo and aftev spawning, have become extinet,
although at one time 8o numerous as to intorfore with navigation at the spawning
sonson, ‘

s sy A A RO AR i, S iy Y

B
PR St AP DA Y

The diminution of any species of fish can usually be traced to the action of
. ~ A .

N -
mat, - T

s
H
|

In the great lakes fishing is curried on with gill-nets in almost any depth, even

i T
st b

o in 400, 500 and 600 feet of wator with as great safoty and less loss of nets than
bl when used nearer the shores and shallows. It is in the deep water in the summer

4 : 4 N . N

ﬁ months that the immature fish or summer trout are now largoly destroyed by the
q o4 e . uso of smaller mesh nets, which have been reduced frem the former b-inch extonsion

ho i sizo to 4} and 4 inchos, and less,

S i _ :

gz 14z :
4Ll The fish can bofollowed to almost evory point in the lukos, and with this frre
{ 5§ i gular fishing and ovorfishing their extormination is only a matter of time.

g : . )
TS t ' ~ i ’
5 §’ it Whon any species of fish get much below nature’s balance in tho wators by such

ey

abnormal means, their natural enomies and parasites aro usually sufficient to'com-
“plete their destiigtion without the aid of man, T 7 o

The doubhtful oXpressions of sevoral witnessos relating to whitofish : * All loft at

.

once,” “ They just disappeared,” “ Gone somewhere olse,” “ They have_cmigrated,”

may also be made to apply to salmon-trout,

- W. 1, Church, a _fisherman for 40 years, 28 yoars on Lake Onfario, and 12
yeurs in Georgiun Bay, says “ moro salmon-trout aro caught as the whitefish drop
oft—that is the fish they go for now, " is"pregnant with warning—he had seen the

_ ﬁshepics‘of_Lnlm;Ontiii-io_dest.royed,-m;d—-t-hou~moved~-td~ the-Georgian-Bay-to-fish——
those waters, - ‘ o S :

Messrs, Cunningham and Campbell_are .to the point in giving their evidence,
““that fish are not at all as numerous as they wore, but there are more nets and
moro fishormon_to make them appear-so.”.—The-almost-complete destruction-of-the--——-
- Whitefish and salnion-trout fisheries-in Liake Ontario,; Lake Lirie, Linke - Stiicos; and

whitefish in the Dotroit River, and the causos for it are too apparent.in the ovidence
published, to require comment here, . ’ | '

\

viii
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— : BLUE PIOKEBEL AND VORACIOUS FISHIS

L4 Tho phonomenal increuse, as shown by the catch of vonacious and coarso ﬁsh

water in that shallow lake, tmd the wcedy uatm'e of mnny of‘ the baye tmd ahores.
This lake at one time abounded in whitefish and- salmon-trout..- Tho-roturns of the ...
Department of Fisheries in 1892, show that not one saltnon-trout was caught, while
during the last ten years, the pickerel catoh, mainly blue pickerecl, inoreased 477 per
cent, pike, 413 per cent, and other coarse fish, 223 per cent. Twolve tons of blus
pickorel have been lifted in ono dny in four pound nots. (Sece }:.mer) 8, Poxt Burwell,

cvulenco.) : , . ‘
" Phe brook pickerols’ (Lsox “Awmor icunus “and” Jusox umbrosu‘;) are well known,
i These two small pickerel are’ vory abundant—the former in the cosstwise streams,
B oust of tho Alleghanies—-the latter in the Mississippi basin, *Neither renchos the

length of much over a foot, and from their voracity thoy are undewirable inmates of
~streams and lakes, Tho avorage weight of the blue pickerel of Luke Trie is one
pound, and it may bo a development of one or other of the above-named pickerels,
The fry ot the young whitefish from the spawning grounds at the west end of Lake
irie and Detroit River avo carried by tho currents to the deeper waters in the mid-
—-dle-and-at-the-east-end-of-the—lake.—[t-is—there_the_blue_pickerel_aro._to_be found.__
They go in shoals and feed upon the fry of the more murketable fish. Fifty and
even sixty small fish have been tuken from the stomach of one blue pickerel, This
fish is litile lknown west of Point Peleo, is not known in Lake Ontario, nor is this
speciés as. doveloped in Lake Evie known in any of the western lakes. At the
Detroit Internationnl Fishorios Conforcnee an opinion was owcpnessod that the pick-
erel was a fish which should be “cleaned out of Lake Frie The pike and the
coarser fish which have also so lavgoly inoreased in Lake Krio are voracious and
~destructivo to-all other-kinds of little fishi———— - wovv

In Lake Huron and tho-Goorgian Bay theve is évidenco of tho ravages of the
lamprey eol, from their marks bbing found upon the bodies of the whitefish and
_other. ﬁshﬁwhon ¢nught, This ol inhabits Linke Ontario in vast numbors, At Kemp-
~enfeldt Bay on Liko Simcoe,—the dog-fish have so increased in numbers ‘that a Barvie
fisherman has applied for a dog-fish liconse—tho fish is almost worthless, yot they
__are saleablo in some American citios whore ponury compels their use as food, In
Linke Simcoe whitefish and salmon-trout are so nearly oxtmct thatcomplom AURpeIi-

- sion of not-fishing-is-advocated-i fnrthat localitys - oot

The dog fish is classed ns ono of the most voracious and worthless fish in our
. waters—fishermen call them lawyers,

Naturo's—balance—having—been_disturbed_by_the greed of man m_the _various
lakes will nccount in n grent mensure for theso unpleasant phenomena, -

e

|

L DT i T RIS e e 1

4.—FISHING IN THE SPAWNING SEASON,

. Almost.witbout exceptnon the-fishermen. e\nmmed expressed the opinion that
owmg .to- the loss of nets during November it would be better in the end, and
more profitablo to the fishermen to take up their nets and stop fishing at the end of

October *if all did it,” 'I‘he f‘ow that were adverse to the Novemben close senson =
N o K RS T lX .
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. -—.caught in-the rivers, creeks, and. bays principally. during thoii spawning ‘VGASONS,

| _freedom in fishing pormitted on the Amencan side of the lakes and i in their rlvers
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for all the uutnmn spawning ﬁshes, based: their_ untenable obiectxons upon the

—=The. early_sottlors upon the shores of our inland waters had tieither tho bouts
nor the fishing gear suitablo for fishing in deeper waters:—Many fish were then

in -the spring months; and in the autumn, whitefish and trout were taken omthe
barg and reefs, bays, their-vegular spawning places in the lnkes. Salmon were

© e
RPN PRtV

T Eat e U At SIS P ol FOLAI UL S T
i R . :
]

.,.

invariably” knlled in “the rivers 'mtl—creeks‘wmch they-entered-only-for- bneedmg——m‘«*
purposes, : : ‘ N ‘-

Freezing estnbhshments were not known then. Ice was not stored to enable

fish to be handled in the summer months; salting, barrelling and ﬁehmgm the - _
spiwning season became the custom of the counti y.  Fish"wero-then-taken-in- the-m"' """""

more circumseribed plﬂceb where they were more easily caught. In the spring
months, the spawning rivers wore fished from end to end with seines, dip-nets,

rod and line and spears; the destruction wus carried on constantly by day and night,

)

‘The rivers and streams sorved a8 breeding places. The parent fish that escaped
“destruction, having porformed the office of spawning there, veturned largely to. the
lakes—the young remained fn the streaimns until sufﬁclently grown, when they were

- B3 PR rs

- propagation-offish;-- Commorcial-or-net -fishing-of-any -kind--should —never-have——-

—carried-down-by-the-freshots to-the-lakes-wherein-their -turn;-they-beoame-mature
~and their instinet directed them to roturn agmn to the same waters to reproduce
then‘ species,

. These great natural sources for keeping up the supply of fish in our mland
waters have been largely destroyed. The fouling of rivers and oreeks by drainage,
sawdust and other refuse of mills and manufactories, obstructions in the shape of
dams, the shallowing of waters consequcnt upon the removal of forests and cultiva-
tion of the soil, has unfitted many rivers and streams for the propagation of fish,

At tho present titne the grent lakes must be depended upon almost wholly to
keep up u supply of fish food for the people. The spawning grounds in the lakes
must now be amply protected, as well as all other waters found suitable for the

been permitted in such waters as the Detroit’ and other like rivers and strearns
which were resor ted to by fish solely to perform the office of spawnmg

-b6. -—ILLSTRUCTI()"I OF. YOUNG.AND. IMMATURPJ‘ISH ANDwWASTEFUL -
' ' o FISHING

Where the destruction of the ﬁehery is 80 nearly complete as in Lake Ontario
-there is no difficulty in obtaining details of wasteful fishing and .the destruction of

young and immature fish,

“ped packed in ice to the city denlers and to the United States; those not fresh enough
~ are salted o converted into oil, 'l'bo fish that are carried away and .8poiled in gill-

Inthe Georgmn Bay and Lake Huron the destruotion of salmon-trout and white-
fish is now full on, the end is rapidly approaching, Smali and immatire fish areship-

nets during storms, or decu) in the wuter by fishing a greater ]engt,h of net-than

can be properly hayndled i described by witnesses as covering “tons we:ght” and
“sufficient to foul the waters,”




= 0nta‘rio F‘IShery’_GommiSS‘idn.

Concunrent wlth the depletiou of the hsheriee the struggle of the hshel men to .
live begins, greater longth of nets are used than allowed by law, and the nets are
not lifted so frequently.  When lifted, some of the fish will be fresh, ‘others unfit for -
——use as-fresh-fish-iye-salted; othewstill«worse are used for.oil,._The. less experienced. . .
‘ ﬁshermen become ombanrassed and merchants, supply houses, and eapitalists from
= time- to"time by giving credit- and ad vafces-of-money-bevome-intorested.in- this.con. ...
tinuance of waste and destruction, as- well as 1llegit1mate fishing, There is evidence .
_that there are merchants who will ** start any man fishing.” -An experienced Huron . -
IR fisherman says ho never heard of & gill-net being refused to any applicant, Atthe
S presenb -time-there.are-ubout_1,345-miles of gill-nets. licensed for the_ ‘Huron, Gre(u' .
' ian Bay and Manitoulin waters, five times the combined issue for the whole of tho
“rest of Ontario—but even this estimate i3 far below the real length of nets pnoved
““in"evidence to be in use in thexe waters, for it is known that, where a licenso is
issued for 6,000 yards of gill-net, 16,000. and upwards all actnally used ; and with a
~liconse for 24 000 yards, for a tug, it is run up to 40, 000 yards and over.

Any restrlcttve system and one which would out at the root of inveterate abuses,
sanctioncd by constiant practice and of old date; however well considered, will invari-
ably meat with nn oppomtlon diffioult if not impossnblo to control,

—___The_evidence of Mr. Davis of Hamilton, Messts, Port, Doyle and Bray of
Toronto, lmge fish-dealers of high petsonal charactor ns well as the best reputation‘”
g merchanta is not only the best evidence, from the nature of their ‘business, but ic
it ¢clear and conclusne of the presont waste and destruction of young and immature
fish in Lake Huron athd- the Georgian Bay and otheér waters, ‘ -

Lot

8. -—AMERIOAN% FISHING IN CANADIAN WATERS,

That the. Amerlcan fishermen trespass in our watels is cletu' f'rom the evidence,
This irregular and illegnl fishing is chiefly carried on in Lake Erie, and the lower
_end_of Limke Huron, It is the cause of much discontent and irritation ) amony Cana-

dian fishermen.

. Fish in considerable quantitios are aleo pmchnaed direct from Canadlan pound
~——and-gill-nets- -fishermen;-and-taken-in-tugs ( dnetho_Amencun poua_mmom.lgndmg‘
or reporting in Canada, =

Y e

o * The'duty of § of a cent per Ib. intended to be lcvied on C'anadian fish entermg
: the United States is easily and generallys avoided—the fish being invoiced by the
consignors as fish caught with American nots, and « lurge percentage of. the fresh -
water fish caughtin Canudxa“‘waters‘are*thus*mvomodm—Shoula—any—eonsw wable——— —
—_portion-be.classified as American fish, the American statistics published as to the
returns of thuir fisheries are quite misleading ; quantltnes of Canadian caught fish
. are actually mcluded in these returns. e

xi
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7.~SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL - ..
F{SIIERIES CONFERENCE HELD AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN,
DECEMBER 2071t AND 2157, 1892, ,

Hershell Whittaker, Dotroit Fish Commission, aud ‘chuirman of tho conforence,

N R

g
oy

E sajd i — : o
‘ “I agsure you, gontlemen, that if wo go on for just about five or ten yoars more
at in this way you can liconss your grounds for growing cp]ory orfresl} water oystols, -
R ’ but you cannot license them for whitefish, The fish-will be gone. _Thel:o will be
S nothing to lonso, The state will have no fishing grounds that there will be any
SRRt money in, There will bio.no temptation for a man o rent fishing grounds here at
Thop T all.  The destruction of the small fish is-the thing, if it is possiblo we should: over-
como-that,..Our_logislative bodies ought not to be apart from ench other in the

mattor of regulations, we ought to be united.” '

E. . Gould, Commirsioner Sen nnd Shore Fishorios of Maine:—

il * When nature estublishes o season during-which- one ‘species -ought.to be fally -
i proteoted (while spawning), another of somewhat different ‘habits is in its prime
g condition, thus wisely ordaining such a condition of affnirs as will keop up throngh-
- “out the entire ycar the fish food supply of the peoplo, and now thé thinking portion
of tho people ure slowly awakening to the fact that the danger line of extinction has -
beon pussed in somo instances and being rapidly approached in nearly all others,
- . 'To those who have made a study of fish lifo. and its underlying conditions the
bl answer is a vory simple and exceedingly "ﬁlﬁiﬁ’ﬁii‘é"iii“éx“jilﬁiiﬁi’ug‘tlro}i{)rea(rdepletio
b of our fisheries—simply exhnustive fishing and at improper seasons, ben appear in
conjunction with tho legislatures and sending their most, suasive members, giving a
giowing aceount of the immense industry they ropresent, the large number of mon
they employ and the large amount of genoral good that is thb result of their opera-
tions, and while arranging themselves to all appearance on the side of intelligent
restriction, oppose strenuously any restriotive measures that would bo offective,

“ The morointelligent ﬁsﬁermon promptly range thomselves on the side of pro-
tection and preservation, foresccing that without some means being employed to
provent this wanton destruction the business will not survive itself,

“'The Commission of Sea and Shore Fisheries of Maine cmplmticnlly advocates
protection for all odible fish during their sensons for spawaing,’
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Dr. Robert Ormsby Sweeny, son,, Duluth, President Minnesota Game and Fish
- Comunission ;—

. “I know from the experionco of the proteotion given by the Canadian uuthori-
‘ ties to whitefish on Lake Superior, that it™is most beneficent, The difference
—————botween_our fishing_oi the_north shore of Lako Superior in our waters and theirs
i8 most marked. When you got within 35 or 30 mil’c)aa of the Canadian line the fish-
~oing is-fairly-good; and-when-you-cross-it-it-is-excellent com rared towhat it is on our
side. The-greator bulk of the whitefish are obtained from Port Arthur now on the
Canadu side, and tho fishermen of Take Superior on the American side are 80 well
- satisfied that it is the right thing to do that they havo expressed to me their willing-
_ness, without any solicitution on our part, that we shoul(F join with the Canadians-
in having tho samo ¢losc senson, [t s thair op inion {liat"a clove season for white-
fish from November 1st to Decembor 1st_ will o_the_salvation . of the_fishing. _If
thoy go on as thoy have been the fishing will be exterminated, In regard to our
fisherios in Linke & uperior I think our legisluture will puss such a law.”

- Hoyt Post, Detroit, Michigan, Fish Commission :— |

e oo lhere-is-no doubt-in-my: mind from the-oxperienco I havo had with tie better. ..
class of fishermon and thoso whose support would be more valuable that thoy-are
going to see this matter somewhat in thé light we look at it, and they appreciate the
necessity for something being done in the way of prevention of destructive fishing.”

b
e By .
B ¥ S L S
3 .

.
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i+ Ontario-Fishery.. Coramission.

. W, H, Bowman, New York, Fish- Commissioner i— - ' |
4Tt seems to me, after discussing this mntter properly, we can reaoh a compro-
mise that would be satisfactory and just to all concerned, and we could pass laws in -
these different states that would be uniforin, and that théreafter you will certainly
have a much better supply of fish than hevetofore,” -

A, Booth,; President of the «A.;Booth-P‘acking;.Co:»:;—;... .

“1 should very much like to sce 4 more cordial feeling existing between our
country and Canada in reference to a-uniformity of fish laws, and trust that from
your deliberntions much good many r:sult,” ~

John H._ Bissell, formerly Michi ian Fish Commissionior e |
T should like to go over tho subjeet of the regulations of tho fisheries by way
of licensing, I became savisfied-from my oxamination of the subject that that is

one of the things that ought to be kept in view all the time,- Tho time has gnt to
como when the industry of fishing will be licensed.” - ' :

C. “V. Osborn, Dayton, Ohio, Fish Commissioner :—

“ Wo will have to come to this upon our lakes, the loasing of the fishing grounds,
for only upou leased grounds do we rench that enforcement of observance of law.
which will make tho fishing perpetual. Wo have the decision in Ohiv of some of
our bost ldwyers, showing that this is constitutional and that it is in the power of-

the state to louse the fishing grounds.,” .

- WP, A}‘.l_ii?l}"éiﬁé;"Kfi'ii"ﬁé‘zijidli“é’;“ Minn,:—""

“It has been the ides of the Minnesota Commission that the time is not far
distant when we will have to do as our Canadinan friends do and lease the grounds.”

A. G, McDonald, Dotroit, manager of the Buffalo Fish Co, —
“'We have mado vp our minds that thero should bo a closo senson for herrings,”

. ) |
C. M. .Zeys, ropresenting the Sandusky wholesale and retail tish-dealers ;—

- 1 am firmly of the opinion that gill-net fishing as practised now on all tho
laket is n givat ciy;struotive forco in fishing. In the Georgiun Bay, when they take
up those nets the fish are absolutely putrid, dropping from the nets almost as they
lift thom up, But n small portion of the fish taken are fit for the market, and
consumed, The gill-nets arc usually out three or four nights, and the fish that run
in first are mostly decayed. - ‘ -

My opinion is that gill-nets are the greatest éngine of destruction that wo have

on the groat chuin of Inkes. The fish-aro-practieally-given-no-rest-from_the begin. .

ning of the seanon to the end. . Thoy do not claim-that the fish are fit for the
market, but they do go to the market. The Boards of Health of the various states

‘have investigated the mattor, and with one accord thoy have said that fish thus™

taken are absolutely unwholesome as food, There is not a man who is practically

engaged in the business but what will eay thero isn't one flshout—of -tentakenin——— —

—gill-nets-that-he-would-eat,.especially_in_summer. I do not expect it.will ever be

possible to got laws passed which will prevent gill-netting, but if you could get
laws pubt limiting that, it would go a long ways.towards the protection of fish,

~——-Lwill make this proposition now : - That with all the protection the Canadian . f
| laws afford; if gill netting is-permitted in-Goorgian-Bay;-in-less-thun-five-years fish -

will be scarcei there than they are in Lake Rrie.”
S : Co - xiil
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8.—RESULT OF DELIBERATIONS AT THI DETROIT CONFERENCE,

e e Plia-gpecial committoe-submitted-the -following-to.the Fishories.Conference:—_
DerrorT, Decomber 21st, 1892,

Your committeo tg whom was roforred the quostion, * Whether or not thero
~ should: bo n oloso season for whitefish, lake orsalmon-trout, and herring,” also what
g : means should be taken for their protection, would roport: L
I 1st. All small fish and thoso unfit for food of all kinds when taken in nets
" should bo roplaced in the water when taken alive, and that fishormen should not be
allowed to take such fish on shore, nor oxpose them for salo, . ~ ,
2nd. That no string of pound-nets used in the lakes shall extend more thau
four miles from the.shore. . . :
3rd, That ono-half of all channols between islands or elsewhere where fish
migrate to spawn, shall be kopt free from nets of all kinds at all seasons, -
4th. That all whitefish tnkoen of less than sixteen inches in length und all salmon-
“trout loss than two pounds- in-woight, shall be- immediately returned to the waters -
'f ' where taken, and shall not be exposed for sule, That all herring lesr than eight
- inches in longth, and all wall-oyed pike, pickerel.or doré less than twelve inches in
L longth, shall be returned to the waters whoro taken, and shall not be exposed for
G snle. : | o '
3 : Bth, That the month of November in cach yonr be made a oclose season in all
the great lnkes for whitefish, herring, and salmon or lake trout. -
G ‘our committee would further recommend that all ponaltios fixed for violations
B | an[); Inws that shall-be-enacted shall-be-made to-apply not-only to those-who-take - |
T ’ fish, but also to all porsons who buy, sell, transport, or have the sume in possession,

b
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S 9.—SPECKLED TROUT, g

Youo Speckled trout breed in Canada, us a rule, in Septombor and October, A oclose
season from 16th September until 1st April is proper for Canada. In the older
sottloments of the provineo of Untario this fish is practically oxtinet, excopt where
artifienlly roproduced, sud its reproduotion has now become a matter of private and
commoreial entorprise, ‘

—'T'o o univorsally popular, tistculture wnd sl presorvation shiould e based on
food considerations, and not on those of sport. :

i T T e

In some of the provinces and states logislation has beoen influonced to preserve
gamo for sportsmen and their friends, and not for that numerous class who desire to
purchase it for food.

v Speckled trout (and in this conneoction black bass may be included), ave olnimod
as'a luxury for the sportsmen the same as game, but they, like all edible fish, are in
universal demand, and among all classes. S :

- All fish should be preserved and regulations made with a view to bring them .
within reach of every consumer, - S : S |

~ Spockled trout should only bescaught by angliﬁé with rod and line.

~ 10~BLACK BASS
Spawn in May and June,

. The nesting habits and manner in whioch -theso fish protect their young &I‘G;
well known, o R

Xiv




Ontario Fishery Commission, -

From the end of August until April black bass are in gi)mi condition for food,
and ave {n demand, being a favourite table fish with consumers. They bring at the

~ propex soeson-the highest price of any lake or river flah in tho market,

A oclose suuson during Muy and June should be established to protoct this fish,

11,—STURGEON

Spawn in June and July,

It is redcommonded that all sturgeon oaught threo feet six inches in lehgth and
undor be returned uninjured to the water, and that a closo season for sturgeon be
fixed to include the months of June and July, ‘

~ fishories,

" 12 —SALMONTROUT, WHITEFISH AND HERRING, THEIR SPAWNING

TIME,

The evidonce oloarly Indicates that salmon-trout, whitefish and heiring com.

- bined spawn from 15th October-to-the-end-of-December:—It—may-bo-theroforo-said-—— -
- that the month of November now established ns a close season for these fish, some-
-~ what reasonably-proteots-them - better protection—would -bo-folt with a-closo geason T T

froui 16th or 20th Ootobor (o 1st December, thus covering tho spawning season of
the trout more fully, as shown in the evidence.

13.—POUND-NETS, -GILIJ.NETS, SEINES — AN OPINION AS TO THE
DESTRUCTIVE GUALITIES OF THE VARIOUS NETS USED IN FISIL-
ING OAN BE FORMED BY A CAREFUL PERUSAL OF THE EVIDENOE,

The rostoration of the fishories deponds upon the enforcemont of proper close

—————seasone—and—fﬂ'egulabione—provohting-ovorﬁshing'a,grdfthn—mlﬂﬁg"—nnd marketing of
: - young and immature fish, The use of ¢ertuin kinds of nets in certain waters, with a '

proper rogulation us to sizo of mesh,.is an important factor for upholding the

The fisheries of Lake Ontario were largely destroyed by seines ; few, if.‘m;y,k |
gill-nots were used in that lake until about 1868, nor until seine fishing began to be
unprofitable along tho-shores,

It was the samo in Lake Erie, Lake St. Clairand the'Detroit and St, Claiv Ri vers,
and at points on Lako Huron, »

Gill-nets. are now and 'ha‘v}_e been the wost h‘destn"nqtive engines in use in Lake
Huron and the Georgian Bay and othor waters. :

~ Doop water pound-not fishing began about 1865 in Lake Erie, and not until all
other plans for commeroial fishing had began to fail. The chief objections to pound.-
nots oan bo remedied by certain limitations, and by compelling the use in the pots .
of a larger sized mesh {n waters frequonted by whitafish and salmon-trout, Dhe loss -
of fish in pound-nets and seines can alwuys be estimated ; the waste in gill-nets can

never be known,
XV
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The following is a synopsis of the evidence, as taken before the Fishery Oomi

- 14—LAKIE ERIE,

e Frank Jackson, Port Dover, fisherman and foreman, page 6, snys 1— _
e Kven Awonty. years ago this lake and bay had whiteflsh in lenty, caught with _
T : in winter on the
JR favms and in cities, towns and villages, Iloirings wore valuoless then, whitefish
e wore so numerous, It 8 now played out, cnused by overfishing in" tho spawning
' sensen and  wasting and catching small fiqh. : “Yos, sir, whitefish have become
oxtinet in these waters; what wns once a whitefish and salmon-trout fishery, is now a
horring fishory.” \ - I
* l'l‘lﬁ,e 2-in(?‘h oxtonsion mesh used in the pots of pound-nots in Lake Erio has
hithorto boen very destructive to small, immaturo fish, A 3-inch oxtension mesh is
- the proper mesh for Lako Erio, Blue pickerol aro most destructive to tho‘fry of a}l
fish, und thoy now overrun Luko i, The avorage woight of tho bluo pxokerol_ is
nbout 1} pounds, and cannot bo caught in anything larger than a 8-inch extonsion
mesh,  Hns soen tons weight of small immature whitofish caught; tho majority were
buried. This was common in 1890 and 1891, but in former yeirs the destruotion of

immature fish was far greator, Has known two or three tons of these small fish

tnkon out of six or seven nots in Mny and June,

James  Low, Fishorman, Port Dover, pago 16 :—Around Long Point and Port
Dover is o herring fishery; without the horvings it would not pay to fish it,

(feo, F. Allen, Fisherman, Port Dover, page 9:—Got now and thon a whito-
fish ubout~the sizo of a big herving, Never inw a salmon-trout caught in those
waters, - :

Cupt, J. S, A?len, Port Dovor and Nanticoke, pago 11 i—Vory seldom cntches a
- salmon-trout,-

g s

Crosby Morgan, Port Dover, page 12 :—Fished formorl?' i bow in businoss, Take
~ the horrings ont of the enst ond of Linke Brie snd you might as woll-stop fishing,

SN mission, in November and December, 1892, e

C. 0. Bates, fisherman, Clear Crook, page 17 :—Havo caught whitefish 6 inches
i in length in my 2-inch extension pots; have never thrown away immature fish from
his nots; people buy them at 30, per pound to smoko; blue pickerel are very
numerous, but not many yellow; bluo pickerel and herring average the same sizo;
sturgeon under 3 feet should he thrown buck, .

‘ xvi

: * W. B, Tibbetts, postmastor, Port Dovor, pago 14 :—Fishod forinorly, Horrings'
o are the principalTish, . ' B ‘ “
i - - William Backhouse, fisherman, Dayham, pago 26 :—Cateh two or throo anlmon-
Py . trout in a senson{ they are about alone in this luko; it is now a herring and blue -
i pickerel lake,” e \ S
| I E. Ansley, Port Dover, wardon of county, pago 3:~Enforcomont of Jjudi-
gl : cions regulations as to moesh and closo soasons might reduce the catch in the mean- o
- g . ~time-but-would-be-listter-for-the tishermon. in. the-endy—— oo
- ; o By : |
AN . Emery,” morohant and fisherman, Port Burwell, }?\hge 23 :—Four or five
g {eain's' ago lifted considerable numbors of smull, immature fish ; gave some away and
uried some ; sold some at roduced price; the blue piokerel prey vpon small fish ;.
~has liftod twolve tons of blue pickerel in vne day in four nets; they would pass
through a 83-inch mesh, : ‘ -
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oA, O Brown,-fisherman, Port. Stanley,‘-page._zi»,:-—Ca,toh» of._blue.piokerel-large, S

Ontario Fiéhery Commission.
(0.)

but not so large as at Port Burwoll; occasionally oatches immature fish, from 100
to 500 pounds ; mostly sold for home consumption; bury perhaps half a ton in g
soason, ) o ’ ’

Capt, John REllison, fisherman, Port Stanley, page 29 :—Two-inch extension
cntches -pound fish; four Feurs ago we onsught a number of small fish, fow since;
those small fish ran } t6 "} pound; threw them back ; small fish in a net ave
nuisance ; of late years in Lnke Fiio the fishing businoss has been assuming a more
business-like aspoct, ' |

Daniel Lang, fisherman, Alilbarough, page 26 t—Caught plonty of“ imm?x-tllt'e
fish, principally herrings, and about four yoars ago groat numbers of young white-
fish; never buried any,

| IIV H. Black, Kingsville, fisherman, page 382 :;Catohos'a salmon-tront once in -
4 whilte, ' : o

W, D. Bates, fishorman, Rondoeau, pagoe 34 :—FEleven salmon-trout caught in
this fishery, ‘

William Girubb, light-houso koopor, Point Poldo, page 40 :—A groat many mor
blue pickerel cnugh’t here than whigoﬁéh. o ' PRE 8 y more

(D)

G'ilbert de Laurier, isherman and fish-denlor, Leamington, pago 38 i—Sturgeon
undor 3 foot 6 inches should be roturned to the wator; haus henrd it reponted that
groat quantities of small fish are wasted, -

(E.)

At tho Internationnl Fishories Conforonco held ut Deotroit, 20th and 21st Degom-
bor, 1893, _ .

Mr, C. M, Keys, of Sundusky, Ohio, ageoinlly invited to attend the conforence

to roprosent-tho-fish-dealing-interests-of-S andusky,-snid+—Tho-hoad-or-wost-end-gf.-
Lunko Erlo is the natural apawning ground for the whitefish, Trom Poloe Teland
and.the Dummy Light to Vormillion is ono continual spawning ground, Tho only
whitoflsh taken to spoak of are those taken on ‘those spawning grounds, Mhe bulk
of tho_whitefish are-onught with_ ri‘l.l,:x_m.tg,ys‘@_b.__!gw,oammtz..i@,gj od the “reof.” fMTho
whitefish are not only caught, ut are turned baok and prevented from reaching
their spawning grounds above, Nature direots them to a cortain placo, and this
they eannot reach;; The flsh which escape the nets thus fail to reproduce, There

is a wall of nets strotohing voross Tinko Brio—~ This fishing is carried on in Novom-

_ber whilo the fish are ripe fcr spawning, The heaviest herring fishing is carried on
at the same time, ' The whitefish and herring spawn at the same time, - -

Mr, A, G. MoDonald, «D.e't'roit, managor of the Buffalo Kish ‘Cbmpany;é'aid Smea]
think the whitetish are all out of Lake Erio, and it is the herrings we are after now,

livery net of overy description should: be -out-of- Lake Hrie by-the-16th-November; - - ----

I am in favour of & olose sesson, The Canadian oloso season begins first November, =

Mr, Herschel Whittaker, of Detroit, Michigan, Fish Commissioner and chair-
man of the International Conforance, said :—Twenty years ago I lived in tho State
of New York, and whitefish, trout and oiscoes were in plenty. Five or ten years
afterwards the commeroial fishing of Lake Ontario booame oxtinot pmotioal}{. It

shin

- vras not pursued for Y,roﬁt any longer by fishermen, This illustrates what
]

without restraint will do, The same thing is ooourring in Lake Hrie to-day, an
| xvii :
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the same thing is truoe of the.fishing in tho lower end of Lake Huron, Lgt me say
one thing with reforonce to.a.close senson.. In Canada thoy have the month of =
Novembor olosed. There is. no complaint thore from the Canadian fishermen but
ono, that thoir neighliours aro fishing without restriotion across the border, ro why,

should thoy not do it; 1 am thankful to see that thore is ono place on God's foot- -

stool whoro thoy do enforce a law which seems to bo a roasonable und a just law, I
wish wo might do it hove, -

(F.) SANDWICH, DETROIT RIVER.

Noah Jolie, Snndwich West, Dotroit River, a fishorman 40.yenrs, snys :—All the -
fish in the Detroit River wore caught during the spawning run,  Bightcon years
ago tho whitefish eaught were put in pens; a pon covered half an acre, and 40,000
awhitotlsh in & pon, Somotimes thé{ lost 2,000 fish out of & pen, one your lost one-
half, warmor water and sickness killed thom, fungoid growth showed on them, they
would come to the top, wo would soll thom along with tho othors, the very bad

‘onos woro biiriad; 8omo wore healthy; somo wore sick.” “Aboutthe -same-happened - -

in other fishormen's pens, but the smallor the pen tho more the sickness;. ull theso
fish camo up the river to spawn. Fish became so0 sonree 1 gave up 13 or 14 yoars
ago, In thoso days the Americans caught about ns many us we did, November is
the only month thut will pay to fish for whitefish in Détroit River, All the fishing
on both sides was dono with seines. ' . ‘ , .

Rémi_Laframboise, Sandwioh Wost, Dotroit Rivor, soino fishormun, pngo 54,
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oipal month for oatehing thom. Horrings spuwn ‘end of Novembor, Large num- -
bors of whitefish wore caught and put in pens about 100 foet square; .o gdocc'l many
died and wore thrown out in the river; some woroe buried, and some convertod into
oil, 1 have known 15,000 to 20,600 putin these pens; 2,000 and upwards would
dio and be convorted futo oil, some years more; thoy died from disonse; got mossy
and died ; somo would look bright, but laxge numbors would bo affécted ; horrings
‘wore put in aiong with them; ono year 300,000 or 400,000 wore caught, and ono
yoar the pens wore so full of heriings that the fish wore orowded so close togothor
that thoy died in great numbers; days were occupied in scooping dead ones out
and throwing thom into tho river, The river was mado foul with tho quantitios of
rotton fishy thinks the fishory would not have been destroyed had tho fish boen
allowed_to spawn, Tho young fish would have boen ourried by the current into
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Lako livio through the chanmols on our sido of the rivor, All the whitefish that
came from Lake livio to spuwn were destroyed in Dotroit River, and thore was
nothing to go back, and thut accounts for tho destruction of the whitefish tishorles,

Daniel Maloche, Sandwioh Wost farmor at prosont, fished 50.yoars on Dotrolt -
River (pago b7) snys:—In 1870 wo caught most whitofish; they lugvo boon decre?xs-
ing ovor since; my averago ontch was about 80,000 ; 2} pounds ench, I put these fish

~in a'pon the usuul 8ize to keop thom for tho New York market Inter on, Those.
| Lthe usuui gl . . ose fish
. camo up the river to spawn and woroe oaught in November, Thoy would jump out

of tho river, and wo could sce thom spawning, They are ripo ‘ '

12th to 20th November-—then tho oggps flow _tg;mst fre%ly; \\}o 330133 l?gguwgifl'gfvfi)%?
rings in tho pens at-the sume time,” We used to lose fish somotimes. by keoping
them over; whon they died they floated on the surfaco i somo had red spots, somo
moss; somo wero buried, somo converted into oil, some wore takon and sold i
Dotroit for consumption. Iconsidor the fisherios in the Dotroit River worthloss now :
I would not fish the best ground, Itisa groat calamity, $50,000 n your to the Canne
dian side- Oloso seasons wore never obeyed hero and we fished ths whole month o;
Novomber. - The fishing began to fuil 16 years ugo and five yeurs' ago fish beoam-
so soarce fishermen could not live, - All the rivor fishing was done with seines, ——

Jose})h Maloohe, Sandwich West, carpenter, had becn fishing Dety r 2
yoars (page 69), says:—Ho fished in’Detrq%fi River like D)nn;zl] Rfalggﬁﬁib'l}}lix:(z?ﬂzmg
‘ : : - xvill . .

JREpTREE

says.:—\Yhitoflsh_como up the rivor to spawn_in Novembor, und that is the prin. B




Ontario Fishery Commission,

pons in which the whitefish and herrings wore put were made of plank and were
-~ made-handy 8o people could-walk around-them;-The whiteflsh - came up-the viver ~ =
to spawn and were prinoii)ally caught in October and November ; we had 80,000 and -

o pen at one time, Thore were in other pevs at the same

90,000 whitefish in'a sing | _
time 80,000 and 40,000, "This was in November, which was their spawning time.
Some of‘ these fish were kept until March for tho New York market. - About 10 per
cont died in the pons, S S

Joseph Allen, Sandwioh, fisherman 20 yoars, still fishing (page 7 1), says :—The

most horring are onught in Detroit River in Novombor, their spawning sesson,

They wore caught in grent numbers seven yoars ago, As many as 500,000 wore
onught on wost side of Lighting Islund on five stations; they wero filled with spawn,
In 1888 and 1889 wo did not catch much more than enough to pny expoenses, The
Dotroit. River fishories bogan to give out about 13 years ngo. Seinoes wore pretty
closo together then, in some places not room for more, In some places thers woro
sovon seines in a mile, that was the thickest, On the Amorioan a}de they wero not
. quito so thick, The soines wero the same_build.on both sidos,...Thinks flsh feeding
on onsh other does not reduco their numbers much—that man makes more differ.

once than fish,

Oharles Glauthier, fishornan, Windsor (pnge'r4) says :—Tho spawning time for

whitofish in Lake Erie,commences about tho 18th” or 20th November in Detroit

River, They begin a little earlier, but the month of Novomber is the only timo

that whitefish can be onughtin Detroit River in sufficient quantities to pay for fish. -

ing and has boen so for a nuizbor of yenrs. For 13 yoars, from tho yoar 18%6 to
18%9,"“10“01080 season for fish in Detroit River was susponded and several Ministers
would not onforce it, booause it was unroasonablo, Whitefish in the Dotroit River
huvo dooroeased so that tho largoest oatoh out of two or three seines would be 400 or
500 fish, The whitefish came up the Detroit Rivor to spawn, Thoy were not takon at
any othor ‘time, Very fow were caught beforo 18t November, The bulk of tho
,ﬁsg’ing was in the middle of Novomber, in the height of the.spawning time, I
have known tho Lake St. Olair tishorios; in 10 or 15 yenrs thoy have deoreused,

(G.)—ST. CLAIR RIVER,

Marquis A, Hitchcoek, Sarnin, who fishes & seine at hond of Rivor St. Olar, Linko

Huron (puge 80), says:—In tho old days thero wore three whitefish soines at

his point, seining in Ootober and November, and now fishing for whiteflsh is per- .

footly dono, 'Tho fishermen consider there are none to be caught,
~=" There are vory fow horring eaught now at all ; some ysars ngo thero was very

good “oateh, They spawn in November, “Provious to 1892, wo fislied until the™

winter sot in, No oloso season was observed by anybody above or below me, When
wo oatch tho first pickerol which come in they are full of spawn, Thoy come hore
to spawn, They are all yellow pickerel (dorg), Jxo blue pickerel,  Ten or twslve
" yonrs ago we had three times the catch and pai

ripest in spawning in July, We fished fir
- July,” The sturgeon have almq_st.lé\;ft us,

John Lang, of Lake Huron '(page 85) :—Whitofish wore_ vory. plentiful in
former yeurs, gs many @_40'0r"58‘3bavrels in a-haul—5,000 tish was an ordinary
oatoh, These fish have fallon off .very greatly.. Sturgeon have fallen off, destroyed
by overfishitig,” Yellow piockerel have fallon off wonderfully during the past four
yoars, destroyed by improper fishing and overfishing, The river or large.herringa
« have fallen off entirely, A smaller kind are now taken, Four yoears ago, I paid $150
~per day for the oatoh of one seine during September. I would not pay them anything
now, the fishery has so greatly fallen nff, . f - L

. O . . . x x . c e

100k —B}*

_ $600 a year for the license—not
worth n cont now, The bottom of the fishery has fallen out, We oatch them as
low as 1 pound, for salo; under that they are not saleable. The sturgeon were
om the middle of May until tho middle
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~_senson to pay mon's wages, , L &
II, W, Ball, fishory ovorsoor, Godorioh:—ITo considors gill-net fishing the

b6 Victoria, Sessional Papers (No. 100%) A 1893 .

.. .(H)—GODERIOIL: _

Capt. John Oraiyie, fisherman, Godorioh (page 89? «—Tho whitefish ar : declin.
- ing.in Lnke Huron—the herrings are so undoraizec

for them: tho whitefish are tho best fish ; the public prefer, thom—and the fisher-
|gen (‘mug'ht thom with less trouble than othor fish, “A Luke Huron gillnet licenso
holdor goes whorovor he likes fn tho lake or Goorginn Bay, The 8or 10 boats here.

avo nll Ticonsed to fish in the samo waters—fishes half way noross the lake in 600

foot of water; nnd nt cortain seasons of the year wo fish along the shoro,

‘James Olark, fish denlor, Godorich, (pngo 972):-—-111 tho intoroests of tho flshories
and the fishing industry the closo seasons should bo sustained—the close season should
begin 1st Novembor and kopt stristly, Does not beliove fish move around much,
but keep in familios in the same locality:, . c

Malcolm MeDonald, fisherman, Godorich (pago 118) :—Whitofish aro caught

tho fishorios for the future we should havo eloso sensons; but it is very discouraging

for us to be kooping it and the Americans not—and they fishing {a our wators during

that timo,
James Clark, fish dealor and fishorman, Goderich (pnge 123) says :—In following

tho fish in their gill-net fishing in Lako Huron and Goorginn Bay thoy uso 44 mesh,

also b-inch and b3-inch and sometimes 63 ; wo vse 6} in tho fall, following tho larger
fish to tho shores, thoso aro large dark trout from 34 to 10 Ibs. Tho deop water trout
aro small and liglnt in colour, averago 23 lbs,; never saw eggs in them which were
maturo, The dark largo trout show tholr oggs protty well advanced when caught,
"Thov spawn in Novemboer, somoe earlier, some lator, Wo oatoh these big trout in Oot.
tobor and Novomber, T think thoy come to spawn, The small trout averaging 23
Ibs. are not caught at that time, thoy do not-come inshore. Wo catuh snlmon-trout
in Lnko Huron and whitefish in Goorgian Bay, ITorring fishing is of no account in

- Lako Huron, Novor heard of any one applying to tish with gill-nets who has ovor

beon rofused. In the intorests of tho fisherics and flshing industry tho closo seasons
should be sustained, Dooes not bolieve it natural for fish to move around mueh, but
koop in fumilise in tho snme loonlity.

Capt. James Inkster, Godorich, fishormon (pngo 106) suys:-———'l‘iwro are a groat
many fishormon who dopend upon tho November horring ﬁshin;i,'t.hoy gorapo along
)

all summor and want to cateh herring in tho olose season;ovnur fishormon work hard

all summor and don'tfeol like continuing on, It is no hardship but a benofitto the fish-

ormen to have a oloso sonson and stop flshing in November, ¢ I doubt the migration
of fish from sido to side in tho lnkes. - So long as thero is n whitefish or salmon-trout
loft wo don’t want to bothor with horing, Did not onteh c¢nough whitofish last

4

that-it is-unprofitablo-to fish . .

“in tho Georgian Buy noiw; -Phoy wore once plentiful in Linke Iluron. “To preserve

most wnstof}ll method of fishing, If a pound-not brenks away all the fish got freo,
if u gillnet is washod away thore may bo 10 tons of dond - fish in it and ‘tifmy are

blown all over the lake, the fish are lost and the lnke full of dbbniyed fish, equally

destruotive to the fisherios as oleaning tho fish and throwing the offal into the lake.

It is woll known that many fisheriss-have boon dostroyod by throwning fish offal into -

the water. Whitefish havo almostdisappeared on this const—the apparent.inoroaso
in salmon-trout i8 oexpluined by- the mesh. being reduced ‘from‘-g inches to 4%
and moro small fish being.caught and-by the use of improved fisking goar tugs, and
floxibility and make of the twine, Think the dopurtmont should not discourage pound-

not fishing, Ias known the proceeds of a E ;l-‘net brought to shore and not ome -
8

half of. it marketable, - 'Che yellow or bad: flsh are salted it is not good for the re-

putation of Canada that wo should salt such unwholesome food,. Thore is consid-

ernble discontent among the fishermen At y

principal oause, There avo too many fu the business, There are men with capital:
. XX ,

the business being now outdone-—that is the




_senson for

—now,.-.Two-thirds of _tho_fishthat are caught.hero in the

_ Ontario, Fishery Commission.

interested in the.ﬂshhig business and they will start atnyi)c;dy to go fishing, A oclose

ke

and trout,

e e e .

Donald McCauley, - Southampton, fisherman (page 128) :—Thore is too much
fishing, too many men trying to make a living ut? ; too' many glll-nets-drive the
fish away and prevent them roaching thoir spawning grounds—fouling the wator
with offal and doad fish'has the samo otfeot, Whon first started hero, 1856, (%zmada took.
all our fish, . Now thote are so many at it that we must sond them to the States,
Thore ave more fish canght now than this country wants, In stormy wounther wo
fiud & good many dead fish in our gill-nots, thoy ure not marketablo as fresh fish,
but there are mnny that will do for ealt{ng‘ that won't do to use fresh, This yoar
buing stormy wo lost a great many, too far gone for anything, and oil was made of-

~ thom, Thore are mon all over tho Inke making a living by making oil from votton

fish, "'il‘horo is & good doal of it made, it brings 306, per gall, nnd s sont to the
tannerios, : S

Maleolm Mec Kenzie, Southn,ms)ton, fisherman, (pago 135) :—Poople ecame up
from Port Frank a fow yonrs ago, 1876, and commenced drawing soinos on Sauble
Bonoh, 8 miles north of Southampton, “T'he deoline of whitofish hereabouts then be-
gan, Tho whitefish eamo on the seining grounds thick, It was September, and
they. wore young whiteflsh ; lots of them woro loft dead in tho water and on the
bench, not boing marketablo nor fit for salting, not being over 4 inchos long, . Thoy
used horring soinoes (inch bar), Wo used to ontoh our whitefish off that shoro but
did not get thom aftorwards, the fish worked up north, It is advisable to have u
oloso sonson whilo the fish aro spawning ; the Ameoricana should do it also. *

Daniel McOaz)ley, Soutlmmptml‘", fishcrman (page 143): Ovorfishing is tho oause
of the decline of-tho fishevies, . . . _ :

horrings,
son, Io hoard that young immaturo-whitefish wore enught at Saublo Beach and
walkod down just to soo. «'.l‘horo“({:ro plonty of them; somo 2 inches long, somo
four inchos and ovoer, Thoro wonG about 12 seines on tho boach, these from ono
ond to tho other, It iy about & miles long. The Indians had two seines, the
whitos ton soinos,. Tho whito people who destroyed Saublo Bonch with aeinos

- onmo-from--bolow. Bayfleld... Most ofour fishermen havo gone to tho Georgian

Bay. Fish have bocomo souroer hore,” Wo do not centoh whitofish now, -

herrings in November is absolutaly necessary, and also to proteot whitefish

(I._)__SO:G'}P‘HABIPTON: e e .,..,‘.M..~i_._,-~...,.< a2 A e

Fa‘nlar{ MoLennan, fishorman, Southampton (page 14'7): o uses aseino for |
¥ bar- mosh, and - his groat ontoh is in November, in_tho. spawning sea-

Dougal Méb’auléy, fisherman, S(')ut'hmnpton (poge 162) 1+—It 18 .soldom Wwo oan

oatoh whitofish, They do not oatch herrings or:‘,amythiu;é tl)llaofc;;\‘_the Sauble ch(;l:J
16 h all of the year are caugh

l‘)g boats that do not take out a Hoense, boats that "do ot follow fishing steadily,
0

paid 850 for two tugs and did not catoh one-quarter of the fish that the other .
boats did that did not pay for license, Tha license systom is good if every body

pays it alike, '

(J.)—GEORGIAN BAY,

* QOLLINGWOOD,

 George Knight, fishermian, Collingwood (pnge 195) :—Whitofish are now -

soarce all over the Gteoxgian Bay; wo %ot very fow indeed. Fiftoen o1 sixteen

yoars ago thoy were very plentiful, There are four times as many nots in the

Goorgian Bay ns there were 15 or 20 years ago whenthe whitefish were in plenty,

Those fish *“have now taken some other icourse." Their spawning ground was
' xxi. :



L 56 Victoria  _ Sessional Papers (No. 100%) A 1893

once on this side of the bay, but they do not come any more,  The trout come
-here to spawn in the end of Qotober and in November, ~ . .

It is a hard matter to muko a living now, the fish ave getting sosoarce, Thinks
it would be better for the fishermen if all took out thelr nets and stopped fishing by
“1st-November, . L . :

Norman Sanders, Collingwood, fisherman (page 202) says :—Loft Ctilluses Island
on tho Amoerican side of Lake Ontario mmzf' &'oars ngo, because the fishing was
played out, Now fishes from Squaw ‘Island, Cabbuge Head, to Christian I-lands,
down to Collingwood, This is a whitofish bay naturally, but the whitofish huve
boen gotting searcer for ubout oight years, cnused by double the amount of fishing

“~being dono;—~November-used-to-be-tho-best—month_for_whitefish, Law-breakers—
men who do not obsorvo the law—used a.63-inch mesh for shore fishing on the shoals
in the full of tho yonr when spawning, The rogular fishormen also use this large
mesh, Do not think any seine should be used to eatch whitefish or salmon-trout
unless mosh one-fourth largor than the gill-net mosh, except in Lake Hrio, .

- William Az Clarke, tishorman, Collingwood- (pagoe 207) says:—I considor the re-
-duotion of tho gill-net mesh from 6 inches to 4} n mistako on the part of the Fishory
Dopartment, booauso it takes the fish bofore they are matured, Cart loadsof young
immaturo fish are now taken at Thessalon Point and Dollar Bay, ‘There is ‘& cur
ront there whioh thoy frequent for food and it is protected, Ig[,as noticed this for
two yoars, Ina whole cart load f'ou would not got one over £ to 1} pounds. Took
particular notico of them passi:g in transit, . These immature whitefish as & rule.
pass on to tho Amoricin markots, This “irvegular fishing gooes on outside the line.
aoross from Spanish Rivor, separating Linke Huron from Georgian Bay. " These fish
como {rom the pound-nots nround Duok Island and the North(g{lmnnol. The moeshes ©
aro so small that thoy outoh' a swall horring, Tho 1-inoh bar used in-tho pot of the
pound-nots is the causo of the trouble, These pound-nets refeived to are put where
the young whitofish frequent, .Was for two yours at Whitofish Point on Luke
Suporior, one of the largest and bost fisheries on the chain of lakos; it is 40 miles '
“abovo the Sault, in the stato of-Michigan:—Has seon- 100,000 - whitefish-destroyed-— - - §
thero ir. asenson, They are carried to a dump and thrown away. You can form '
- an idou from the immature fish shipped of the wholo.wiaste and destruction_of these
. small whitefish, - ‘ . . | :
- Tho pound-net fishing would have boon all right if the mosh in the pot had
heen vight, the mesh should bo 43 inches for oatohing whitofish 23 pounds ‘to 3
pounds, and trout about tho same, Yellow pike or plekorel are not eaught in gill-
nots, but nre taken in pound-nets ousily ; thoy are a voricious fish, Thoro ave large
quantitics caught, and thereis a good demand, . Thore is no such fish as a biue pickorel
Lknown in those wators, The great quantities of immature whitefish wastod would in
a couy_lo of years have beconio good fish, . - - L ‘
“Whitofish huvo-fallon 0ﬂ"30”p01"00nt'ﬂnywhere"ontho"GeopgimrBay;«-Uptowlst«wl S—
June you won't gt any whitofish, . . , = o
Twonty years ago if & man had takon a gang of nets to Squaw Island the same
A8 o use now it would have taken a small schooner (o curty the fish away, either
summei or fall, but it was in Novembor the whitefish wore most abundant, = " There
Amn't any moro whitefish on those grounds.” The decreaso has beon oaused by over-
fishing and fishing in the spawning time, The whitofish are now principally caught .
from tho western islands on the Georgian Bay,‘along tho north shore and up the _
north pussage to '[‘hessalox.i Point, . Ther's are none on the south shoro, - In tho fall
they used to bo very plontiful, Large quantitios of small immature flsh are now
shipped, principally enught in the North Chaanel above Little Curirent, Thore were.
novor as many caught as the past senson, marketed or shipped at Widrton and Col-
hngquogl. The Dollar Bay and Thesselon fish have-to go through tho American
chaniiel to Detroit, Thinks thore should be no diffieulty in mak ng 4 rogulation
which would provent the marketing and destruction of small immature fish, All
this improper fishing was done openly’and tlie shipment took place in the usual
way. A proper sized mesh is the tiuo remedy to prevent this’destruction of imma-
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Ontario Fishery Commission,

ture fish, The average wéightof whitefish now is prettf atndll, They'wilhl average
2 pounds, formerly they were 2§, Some obey the law and some do not, it is a one-

" (R.)—MEAFORD.

John McOrae, Meaford, ﬁsherm‘;\ﬁ“ﬁpage '186) :—A 2 pound “whitefish ‘i not- a -
mature fish, Overfishing has destroyell the fisheries on the south shove of the

- Goorgian Bay, We got whitefish thick up to 2,200 fish with one gang of nats and
a single boat,- Whitefish are now athing of the past on this shore, Whitefish aro
the most Froﬁtable fish if thoy could be onught; thoy are gone on the sonth shore,

“~and greatly reduced i
reduced their size,

Gilbert Peter MeIntosh, fish-dealer, Meaford, lato presidont of tho Fishermen's

n tho Georgian-Bay by-overfishing ; small_moshes have nlso

Y

Association (Fago 172) says:—Ho has oarrled on a whitofish_and trout fishery ;
\

snys & 43-inc

mesh is tuo small for gill-nets in theso waters; that a b-inch mesh

should be the minimum ;- the 44:invh-mesh-has been the moans of reducing the fish- .
ing, There are to0 many small im:maturo fish caught; the autumn mosh should be =
b3 inches, Is positive that nothing loss than. 5-inch mesh ia proper for whitefish
and salmon-trout; Fish now ocaught are immature and unablo to breed,' As ‘adeal-
or, has soon small immature whitefish and trout on the market ; has handled them ; -
they come from different localities; small trout are more numeorous on the south

" shore than on the north ; some shipmonts average from § pounds to 1§ pounds ;‘q(tlite
small fish, Formorly we could not dispose of such fish, but we can doso now.’

Jon-

sidors it injurious to the fisheries to catoh these small fish, The inesh in the pots of

" the pound-néts is too

small, and should be regulatod like the gill-nots, A 2}-pound

salmon-trout is immature, and should not be caught, and a fish at 13 pounds is a
protty small fish, Tho whitefish are the most valuable of the two. Has seen one -
ont tuke 2,000 whitofish in one lift ; that wduld be an ordinary oatoh right in front
___of Meaford, In the last eight yonrs the whitefish seeam to have disappeared; thore ~
thore is & closeseason; it should -be enforced—A-good-many. .
people along the shoroe brenk the Iaw and fish in the close season, The black trout

“aro but few left, If

o 'Il‘trout;,“the‘s‘)ooies«thatroomo-in;toAspnwn,-am as_plontiful as ovor, but the sum-

mer trout have fallen off onc-half in 20 yonrs, and the size of the fish reduced by~
using too small & mosh, ' ‘

James Pz'lgrim', ,ﬁaherman; Moaford (page 167) :—Whitofish have left hero; thoy
don’t come here; they have just disuppeared ; formerly one gang of nets wonld tnke
6500, 1,000 to 1,600 at onco with ono gang of nets, usually from 20th No’vomber to

~ 10th December,

- ~,»ffAdarzz~“IL==Stépken, ‘dr'uggist, Meaford ~(pafe_ 1"}6 +—We used to catoh srent
numbers of whitefish off. the shore here when I was fishing in what is called the
Mudhole, about eight miles off Meufopd—about the endof November—it was either

a epaWninF
of one gill-

net; other

or a feeding ground—tihi§ was eight years. ago, Hus taken 1,500 out
gshe‘rmen did the same, They were full of spawn; they all .~

loft at once, and for & number of years have not fished it. The uniform mesh

should now be b inches.

PN
#

whitefish to the north shore in~Ootbber:—Tho-finest—and-largest_whitefish and

* John Nelson, fisherman, Moa'f‘ordE age“'l’l‘B) sayd :—1'he fishermen follow".the

salnon-trout go there to spawn and t

oy are not caught at any other time there,

"They are.right on shore on their spawning grounds,i1st of November, 1 have,
_seen forty boats of us within three miles.” This-is general with other fishormen.
ou oan catch these large spawning fish, The boats come from’ .
* Lall parts of the country there, from Manitoulin Island,and all parts of the Georgian

i It is the only time y
"Bay., "Half-breceds a

this time the spawn

nd Indians all congregate there to uatch these spawning fish,

is running freely from the fish,
| xxiii

The fishermen follow the fish down from the north shore of thg Manitoulin, and at
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James Stewart, fisherman, Meaford (page,192) says:—Trout are full of spawn
‘in Ootober and November, and then go* to tho north shore to spauwn, We used to
‘outoh them until- 16th November, - Unloss hatcheries-are«.--established--;t0~take~thew..m...
lace of a closo season, the supply must go down. The fishing for salmon-trout and
whitofish has 80 fallen off here that the fishermen have gone to the north shoro,
The whitefish havo_ fallon off most. They have gune from this place, Wholg
familios:of fishermen have loft Meaford who formefly madae their living heve; ' — -

Charles Little, Menford (pago 194) :—“Tho fishing has groatly decrensed.”

(L.)=~MIDLAND,

{

: Albert Hutchins, Midland, fisherman (pago 227) says :—Prefors a 4§ mesh,
Somo fishermen fish with mesh of all sizes, a8 small ns 4 and 4} inches, Thesd
small meshed nots aro injurions to fishormen and fish-dealors, They destroy too
many small fish boforo thoy are full'valuo™ and before thei aro able to reproduce -
thoir specios,  Whitefish come in tho shoal watoers very thick and olose together to [
spawn;-and-ifeaught-when-spavening-itis-very-injurious-to the fishery,_Immature fish— — "}
are cnught in pound-nots, seines, and hoop-nete with small mosh, ~Such nets would
not bo morg/injurious than gill-nets if thoy had a proper mesh, Pickerol are played
out by oxeifighing, and whitefish-are very much cleaned out by catohing immature
fish and W tho spawning time, A groat many nets are lost with the fish in
thom by being outtov long, several days usually during storms, The fish are gpoiled ;
n grlc;u(t} many are useless; some are salted, Local mon take the dead fish if not
too bad, ' ’ ‘ :

_Archibald .Oampbell, fishorman, Midland (pagoe 269) says :—Belioves in oloso
sensons, a8 they aro rigint if properly soleoted, It would be in tho best interosts of -
 fishormen, the public and the fisherios if the closo seasons were maintained and
. maintained rigorously, The setting aside of the spawning grounds would be
correct thing it thero were no closo sonsons, Would prefor this to the ¢lose seasons,
~ “Formorly lose nots woro usedl and “more fish eauglit,” If tho fisliing goos on s at
prosent tho fishermen eannot livo, ’

xdig Lo o 8 e s e
e s e, B 1 e 8 it

\ Charles IV, Phillips, Midiund, fisherman (page 229) :—Whitofish have fallon oft
most in thoso wators, The other. fish havo deolined ‘also, with the exco tion! of
herringe, Tho causoe of the declino in the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron f{)eh_ing is
oausod by ovorﬁehin(i;——-too many nots—too many boats, Sizes of mesh being too
small, has also holped tho falling off, The non-obsorvance of oldso seasons has also

“done a good deal to lessen the numbei of fish, | ‘ R

. Samuel Fraser, J.D, for thirty years, Midland (page.231),says the small mesh
B . in pound-nets is very dostructive lo small fish; ;tgat large quantitios of trout
g - and whitefish canght, in gill-nets are lost, and by reason of' storms and negleot the
o , nets are not lifted, -In such cuses the fish aro not fit for food, nevertiieless they aro
§ i - sold in a doceptive way throughout -the country. . Somo ure: thrown away on the
- shoro, s0me are.seon tloating on the water;.these hrve fallon out.of.the nets, - Some.... ..
of tho nets muy bo out a week and somo. longer, and some of the nets are nevor
found at all; hus scen them out in the bay with fish rotting in them, There ia very
cconsiderable loss - of netg-and fish in thf; way late in the fall when fishermen are |
- fishing along the shore diiring tho olose geason,_ Olose seasons are sound in prinotple ... .
but hiave never boon enforced. Tho riets used in the close season are generally sunlk, '
which nakes it difficult to find out without boats and grappling irons, Small fish
are thrown away on the ice below Waubaushene, WhiteﬁsL, salmon-trout, pickerel
o and*hmriﬁ%‘nﬁ“‘t licmost valuable fish; but-they-are-becoming pretty soarce: ~The— -
g;«;):t:ettf‘a ing off is experienced in salimon-trout and’ whitefish, " This is very
ont. . . ) o « ‘ ' :

‘ James 4, Smith, fisherman and dealer, Midland (pa ] 235), says there were 100 §
miles of gill-nets used last yoar from Manitoulin to idland, and around the bay
: ' © o xXiv : '
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Ontario Fishery Commission.
north and south shores, and some 1,700 fishing orafts, large and small, . The: fishing
cannot stand all this net in the water, It is vastly too largely fished aud must be
-~ - -reduced, otherwise. the. fishermen.will lose. their_industry{ saw last season three
- large lots of small 9 and 10-inch piokirel shipped, Close seasdns are right in order -
~ to keep up the supplyof fish food: ek ~ |

R Johnﬂ;Yates,_ﬁsherman,,Midland.Spagemzu), says all kinds of fish hdye fallen off - -
. very much in recent years; eapecinlly whitefish and trout. The small sized mesh -
‘and too many fishing has reduced the fisheries,. If the size of mesh had been kept
up at i inches as formerly, the destruction of fish would not have boen so great.
- Pound-net pots should be 4% to b-inoh mesh. A close season for bass and all kinds
. of fish should be thoroughly enforced, - o D -
" W.J, Hodgins, fisherman, Midland (page 247) :—Fish are now one-third loss than
whon he bogan:” Overfishing and fishing in the spawning time have made a great
difference in the fisheries, Quantities of fish are lost by fishermen having too many
nots out, and leaving thom in the water toolong, The fish drown and die, ' The
B - good fish ure kept separate for tho Amorican market. The culls whigh they eannot -
——— - --sell are salted, —Culls salted may_bo it to"eat by some, but . would not oat thom him-
< {  wolf; has known 1,400 rotting fish thrown away at one time; approves of close
sonsons; something must be done to keop up the fisheries,

W. W, Church, fisherman, Midland (pnge 250), snys seines destroyed tho fisher-
mon in Lako Ontario. They are a most destructive net. Ifish Are getting scarcer
evory yoar in the Georgian Bay, More salmon-trout are heing caught as the white-
fish drop oft,” That is the fish they go for now.

Joseph Cunningham, fishermun, Midland (page 26'7), says thoro are ton bouts fish-
. - ing now whore thore was only one ton years ngo, making it appear that there is no -
' falling off in. fish, A good many ﬁsg are lost by drowning in the nets by their
boinﬁg'out too long.. Such fish avo salted and then they go to market, otherwise they
could not be used, Tt is desirable to have close semsons and spawning localities sot

——— S -~ -apart-where-tho-flsh- would-not.bo-molested.

* Capt, MeGregor, mastor marinor, Georgian Bay (pago 221), attributes the falling .
_ —~off of fish-to-fishermen-using-a-greater-number-o ~g{)ll~1lets—than~tlxoy-call-atlend A0
i Nots romain in the water until the fish decay and have to be thrown away, Last
“fall I lifted some gill-nets and at least a ton of rotten fish had to be thrown out of
them, Tho excessive quantity of nots used had as much to do.with this waste as - .
the stormy weathor. This will deplete the fisheries altogether if allowed to continue, .
- The destruotive work -goes on' in places 3 to 4 miles off shore on the honeycombed .
. . bottomed rocks, which are the real spawning grounds of the fish, This"destruction
applies to both salmon-trout and whitefish, L o - o
Neither trout nor whitefish under two pounds should be caught,. A B-inch
mesh should be the lowest size licensed, Pound-nets in the locality of Cornell and .-
‘Thessalon-throw away and destroy large quantities of small fish, Late in October
and in November fishermen use-their old nets and.-take-the. chance of their being ..
- 8wept uway, trequently full of dead fish... Fishermen now fish in water 70 fathoms =
(420 feet) deep, 16.and 20 miles-out, - S e

{ Alber! Hulchins, Midland, Georgian Bay ({mge 22%), says:—Before coming here . - .
ﬁs:hed in Lake Ontlario about 30 years for whitefish and salmon-trout, The great
. - ‘majority were whiteflsh, aud were caught at-Wellington Beach with seines, as many -
N as 6,000 to 10,000 at one haul during the night, This was in the summer time, -
© June and July, These were salted and sold. on the ground to dealers,. He has
- ———caught-as-many-in-a-season-as-would-allow-the-owners-of-the_seine for their share,
| ~ . . about $2,000, The other 82,000 would go to the tishernien, "Evén - more than thig
_ number were oaught sometimes., - Fishing was oarried on in the -fall of the year— .
- B - also. _Whitefish were thiok everywhere in Lake Ontario at that time; have known
A a8 many as 90,000 being taken in one haul in the night; was present and saw them
‘ 7 counted ; has often known from 5,000 to 10,000 being taken, and has takaon 40,000
- - XXV © &
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‘which would woigh two pounds; this was in June; somo wore salted ; othors rotted

in o soin oral times in July on Wellington Beuch ; those that wero saved of the
;1?),{(‘)08(;) l\?r(;f: zaited; any WOI')u lost because thuy could not be taken care of. There

was another haul as )argo as this takon at Westlako Beach ;. the. net was a 176-rod

soino called ¥ the sou'wostor.” - When T-left Liako Ontario some._fourteen years.ago

there wero no whitefish to be had by the fishermen where theso great hauls had -~ -

beon made; ‘in fact the whitefish fishory had. coesed to exist; there was no more of
it. [ left I’mke Outarlo to fish hore with a numbor of other fishetmen who left for

tho same cause, :

- James A, Smith, Midland (pngo 235), siys:—ilas seen 120,000 whitefish ov
(onsecon Bonch, Lake Ontarlo, being ono ovoning'e cateh, not. one In tiventy of

on the shore and wore mude into manure. They were 50 plentiful-that 100 could be
bought for 25 conts. Whitefish wore so plentiful in Lake Outario that with one
seino (1 owned hulf of it), a 50-rod soine put up in ong month 130 barrels for our
not's share; tho othor men (eight of them) would got tho_equivalent-to 180 barrels
nmongst them ; this was in June, 1869 or 1870 ;" thoro wore othor soinos fishing

also, —Tho samo year, in-November,-the- fish.wore vory numerous, ‘and all, larger

fish than usual, weighing ubout 2§ pounds: ;_lz’s‘mnny-ne~wo'co‘uld—‘bm}rel—wef‘saltéd&
but a groat many were Jost. Whitefish wore so numerous that thoy woro haule
away for manure for uso upon the.{arms, The whitefish wore s2 plentiful that in

hauling thosoine they could not |pull it on the shore; thoy had to dip out what -

thoy wanted of tho fish with small nets and let the rost go. When @' left Lake
Oniario some 16 yoars ugo whitefish woro almost exterminated ; salmon-trout and
whitefish in Lake Ontario wore vastly more numerous thau they hive ever been in
Goorginn Bay. % : :

Capt. S, Whartman, Midland (pago 244), says:—Fished in Luke Ontario in

1874 at Prosqu'Isle and Brighton, principally for trout of large size, The fish
wore quite 1l)lon(iful thon, Loft there in 1878 to comle to Georginn Bay to flsh and
bettor myse

~ now,

much - understand.from lato residents_that_the_ fishing in Lake Ontario is all done

f. Tho rough fish and whitefish in Lake Ontario have fallen off very

WilliamJ.‘~Ho(lgt'ns,—-Midlaud~-(-pa;i;o_247!),-says.:;—.-Eislichh_,Lnke Ontario from
1

1876 to 1877, and enught trout and whitefish; loft ‘there whitefish had bocome so
vory searce, In 1356 and 1857 they were caught in groat numbers. Whitefish
woro more plontiful in Linko Ontario than ever in Georgian Bay., Left Liake Ontario

to come horo to botter his fishing, and other fishermen carme here from thore with
the same intontion, : : ; :

W..W. Church, Midland (pago 260), sdys:—In Lake Ontario whitefish years ago
wero onught by the thousands in seines from the 10th October to 1st ovember
along tho bench at Weller's Bay and. tho. Consecon ‘Bay, at Presqu'lsle along the
shores of tho lake; has known evory 40 rods of the beach in .five miles to

— with a boat, t

have—n._seinoj.__n_seine__wonld _get_from 1,000 to 6,000 whitefish at a haul,

Those fish were cloaned -and salted in barrels. Seine owners would have some- ™
times as many as 10 peraons cloaning and salting fish and- sometimes many of the -
fish would be spoiled, they were taken so numerously, It was about 30 years ago-

when thoy beﬁzm to drop off, then when I loft it was not worth while going out
\ ( hey wore 80 searco ;- has known as many f1e 40,000 caught in one seine

in July,  That business is all gone now, not worth' carrying on at-all, “As the fish
ave out in Ontario I came up to the Georgian Bay to fish, and quite a fow other
shermen left for there in the same way; e L

. Joseph” Cunninghan, ““Midl,ﬁ'ﬁd""”(ﬁ“ai;"{gé‘f ;257)?'§ﬁjé'i;;FiElléd‘ in Tako:Ontario for —

about 10 years but could not get enough to malke a living out ofit, -and’ then came
up here to oarry on fishing; caught whitefish in Lake Ontario off Amherst Island,
something like 1,900 at a haul at Hirst but got very few later on. Both whitefish and
trout became scarce from overfishing Lake Ontario, ! P
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Ontario Fishery Commission, .

raveeemeo-o BARRIE, .

16 salmon-Lrout in & morning in this bay ; now:

might fish § or 6 days and not
oatoh ono—whitofish and all fish have déorensed. | |

John ,LS'Itévén.sﬂs photo avtist Banrie,(pago?’ll)--Rogmda the fisherios of Lake

Simeoe a8 80 dgpieted that angling only should be permiftted. A
Samuel Wesley, 42 yoars vosident in Barrie, publisher (pago 274) say :—Tho

- closo season for whitofish and salmon-trout should begin 1st October and end 31st

December, Liake S8imcoe is 50 deploted of fish, from fishing in the spawning season
and overfishing, that it should be closed against nets ontirely., The luke is too de-
pleted for fishing in & commercial sense, . T

- John Hines, Barrie (page 276) saysb‘:-—Fourteon yonrs ago fishermen could
mako lots of money eatching whitefish, trout and maskinongé in tho Lsfe—the fish-

~

B~ ormon have gono-olsewhere;-the fishing is-done;— The-Rome nud-Snnkb- Indians- fol- -

LA

- Alexander. B, Mc¢Phee, registrar. of-Barrie .(I.page.267 +=~In.1862-I-could.cateh. ... ...

low fishing all-the-yenar round and their hsrvest is during thic olose senson, - Tloro
was n groat deal of fishing at Midland, Waubaushone and Penctanguisheno this year

during tho closo senson. The only whitefish caught now are spearad about Big Bay

Point,
(N.)—LAKE ONTARIO, .

- From evidence given at Hamilton,

‘ : b S S

William Depew, Burlington Boach, Lake Ontario (page 308) says:—In tho
dostruction of tho salmon-trout and whitefish fishing, theso seinos with 1-inoh bar
mosh in centre were ueed. - He has seonthousands of fish piled on the boach and

left there tospoil,—* Thepi fS‘cum’@*dmvnrto"ent‘whut‘tlwi;waﬁlod.” - e

The salmon-trout and whitefish were dostroyed on Burlington Beach, Lnk

~——Ontario-down towards Grimsby. by seines during_thie summer, but the_biggest part .

was with gill-nets in the autumn mouths whilo spawning, Thoy weroe cnught out
by overfishing at all times, including tho spawning time, Ciscoes are not so numeor-
ous as formarly, ' N

ani'el‘,‘McGwyn, Bhrlin’gtéii Beach, Hamilton (page'303)~:--Cisobos and her-
ring are whiit we fish for hore. Whitefish and trout were in plenty in 1860; got 680

trout and whitefish' ih one haul on this beach; none atﬂall now; none to market;

destroyed ; the yellow pickerel are gone also, . =

Jonathan Corey, ﬁsh'ormeml'Bm'lington' ‘Bench (pa e'-311)‘,'eayé'théj‘rﬁﬁ;}x_ed on

Burlington Boach with-seines, l-inch b “
years-agoi—Liarge-aud-small-whiteflsh-were-tnken.—The-small ones were so numor-
ous they were thrown away. in piles-on thn beach., The fishing-wag destroyed by
ontching in spawning time, overfishing and killing too many small fish, B

- John ‘Daa’)is, Hamilton, ﬁeh-dealér‘, gets fish i‘rqni all tho lakes; aa'yé the mesh is

too small, Even from Lake'Superior, whérs the fish are abundant, they send down
small fish, We get nothing from the east; all fresh water fish come from the west,

These immature fish- ave chiefly salmon-trout and whitefish. Less than a three-
pound salmon-trout is not wanted; Immature fish: are unsaleable to a certain ex-
tent; they don't command weight and price as mature fish, Two pounds is the
smallest salmon-trout that should be cau§bt. These immmature fish come from the —

islands in the Geéorgian Bay, and from all the western fisheries in Liakes Huron,

Superior and Georgian Ba '“:“;go]liugwmdrand Wiarton are the great shippin

points; they are usually sentin June and J ul)ir: They catch atremendous lot of smal
BRI v xxvli .

-inoh bar mesh or 2-inch extension, twenty to thirty. -
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ordered for those lukes, both™ for gillnets and pound-nets, - If this' is not done the

_ Frederick Corey, Burlington Boach, fishorman 60 years (pzi_gb‘ 3‘20)‘; Bays . —There

fish at Soutliam;)tonftindvtrhé)"'““‘“ have small nots, There miist be a larger mesh

4o : fish -wlll play out, and nobody.will _be able -to.. ive,‘at. it, nejther dea.lers nor fisher-
i SN men. Tho trout and whitefish were very numerous in Lakq‘Ontamo all thg way
4o down to Cobourg, Thirty years ago you could not put a r‘let in the wroxgggla‘ce in

| S Lake Ontario to catch fish; none now to be caught. "lhe pound-net is the best,
aleog Thoro aro a great many fish destroyed ‘in gill-nets, Kish are not fit for food that
F 05T T have been lying dend Tin those mots for four™ qr'ﬁve*-days-;*-".l‘h.eym'e‘:unﬁt for-food -
B whether. thoy are horrings, whitefish or unything else; The ciscocs are falling qﬂ‘.

§ _f.: .- To preservo Lhe fish closo seasons dre necessary. The fish are pot good then, and
A shouild not be canght. To keep up my reputation as a dealer I will not l_mndle such-
AR ~ fish, The publio should be provented from getting such fish, and everybody will be
o : the botter for it in the long run, | - . :

not know what harm we were doing in catching small fish, We caught many
thousunds that were never used. They were unfit for use and were thrown away;
We let thom lie on the bench, Thoso‘fi'ttle whitefish would not weigh over a quarter
of a-pound or half a pound.. The size of & mature fish was then four pounds, We
o fished all tho yoar round for salmon-trout. The first gill-nets were i 3ed in 1853,
P Pickerel wero vory plontiful; we used to catch thousands of them with seines, The

pickerel were destroyed by catohing. in the- spawning season. They were always

caught in that soason. So far as salmon-trout are concerned they are notin ex-

istence now, in the way of business. - They were nll along -the lnke 40 years ago.
" We fished all the year round.

;
5.
§
i8
i
i,
i
!

(0.)—LAKE ONTARIO.

From evidence taken at Toronto.

-fish, The biggest part of my whitotish and salmon-trout came last summer from
Collingwood, some from Southampton and Goderich, and in the winter from Mani-

1 ~catching unlaw « g
N RS ting in the sémwn and the fishorraon have been busy taking them up. They should
TR bo prohibite

and whitefish; they come frosh and cleancd and packed in ice along with the big

for these immature fish, but I forgot the name (Wiarton, I believe).
trout-would-be from one pound to one and a half;- the whitefish not larger than.a
good-sized horring; thoso fish aro not fit to be k'""sd; they should not be caught,
All kinds of fish should be preserved while spawning; when fish are spawning they
have noither taste nor fluvour; it is like killling a cow in calf; thero is plenty of
law, but it is not onforced ; whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off most. |
came horo in 1862, and fishermen would bring in. boats loaded with them down to
th~.gunwalo;"this was.at Toronto Island; now they are only catching the small

they brought so many whitefish and salmon-trout we could not get foom-in-the_market

outsido on the sidewalk on the street; we had so many to sell here at one time that

The whitefish weighed 4, b and 6 pounds and sold for half & dollar a dozen; tho

cents ench, 'There are none of these fish at all to be had now; thoy have emigrated
A , or something has happened to them ; should like to see liake Ontario get & chance
5 . . A xxviii - e e

ones; there are more small ones than big ones; There is a larger shi'ngng place
e salmon--

for thom; we used to l)ilo them up outside ; they glutted the market ; there were piles:

“was no law in 1840 to prevent our fishing ourseines with any sized esh, and we did™

3 ' Michael Doyle, fishdenlor, Toronto (pago 267) says:—Ho deals in all kinds of

toba and \\'inni}wg ;- doos not know anything about their nots, but knows they are
ul fish and have boon for years; the departmont has been busy put- . -

from fishing for threo years now; if their nets wore lawful they-
S would not hold these fish; Southampton is'a great place for them, both small trout

Wwhitefish you put in from the hatchsriss;-they-have fallen off altogether. Formerly -

weo had liberty to sell till Sunday morning at 10 o’clock, the fish were that thick here,

salmcn-trout weighed 8, 10 and 12 pounds, and were so plentiful they sold_for b0
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to see if these fish would w'ﬁbf;_ac‘c{fmii'lé'\te again, A"l‘hay‘ééiéifsmall'Whitéﬁsh off the
island—the small, immature fish—(Mr, rWllmnt’s fish) ; they won't stand; are
young, délicate and sunall; they won't keep, The business of the fishermen and

" fish-denler will soon be at an end unless proper regulations are made to preserve fish -

and preventing their destruction at improper times gtp'd killihg.‘i"mmature fish,

-Dawson W, Port, fisherman, Toronto (page 202) says:—Immature white-
fish and salmon-trout come to this market. They are soft, flabby and easily bruised
and are to a certain extent unmarketable, They-are not ‘iis saleable gs full-grown
fish. They come principally from the Georgian Bay and Lake lirie for the herring ;
and the head of Lake Superior for the ‘salmon-trout,” A gopd ‘many of those small

“fish come from Port Arthur, There they get a large quantity of small whitefish,

and being very soft they often como -orlished by the woight of ice in the packing.
Sometimes they are not saleable. If they come fit to sell, they are sold from 1 cent
to 2 cents per lb, less than proper sized fish. The small herring are not srleable,

If sold &t all, it im at greatly reduced prives. —T'liose small-fishraro mixed up witl
big fish when sent to market, The fishermon, the dealers and the public are all
intorested in-preventing the destruction of these immuature fish, This and catching
fish at the spawning season are the two great evils to be contended with, White-
fish have fallen off most by all odds, and salmon-trout are not so plentiful as
formerly. Whitefish should receive special protection. Lake Ontario principally
supplied the Toronto market in years past—Toronto and tho east with whiteﬁsg and
salmon-trout. They were caught in large quantities, with seines along the shores

- or about Willard's Beach, or Toronto Island, and at the enstern and western endsof

the lake, Now there are only a very few brought to this market from Lake Outario,
Wo depend wholly on the western lakes. . The speckled trout is gone, so far as the
public is concerned. There are large quantities of fish destroyed by dying in the
gill-nets when left out for threo nights, This is caused by men-trying to hundle too
many nets, and by stormy wenther. If not altogether spoiled, they are. gonerally
salted. They would be unfit- to sell as fresh fish, TLately the people won't touch
them. They are unsnelable, '

Horatio John Bray, fish-dealer, Toronto  (page 297):—Pound-nets in salmon- _
trout and whitefish waters should have H-inch mesh in' pots and tho same in gill-
nets, We are now getting fish too small to be marketable, The renlly marketable
fish now come from Manitoba.” A barrel of herrings—a sugar barrel—should con-
tain 860 herrings, 260 1bs. - This would be & saloable fish. I receive many barrels
more containing 600 and-'700 herrings, and they.are not worth the express charges
when they come to the warchouse. They are perfeotly unsaleable, You may sell
a fow for 60 ccats per hundred and dump the rest. Large quantities of small her-
rings aro used for manure and thrown away. My whitefish supply now comos from .
Port Arthur, Lake Supevier mostly, The Lake Ontario whitefish are only halt-

~grown, The seines destroyed whitofishing in Lake Ontario. That was done 14 or

16 yoars ago. Romembers some years ago they put in whitefish fry from the

“hatoheries over at Niagara, ~ Afterwards the fishermen caught them in seines,

Handled protty much all of them that wore shipped here. - Got $8 per 100; but
they shipped 8o many we had to drop it. Theywere from % to 1 Ib. They haven’t

~ had hardll)y any since, Tho speckled trout as a fish for tho public is about extinct

in Ontario,

e William: Montgomery “(p_ugsb.,_ZB_D:says:-—A gill-net in Lake Ontario means a

horring net, There are no salmon-trout, No whitefish have been caught in thefall
for some years, Cannot tell when they spawn, The sumier catoh is not much.
The ciscoe is our best fishing, and they have gone  away for the present, Cannot

" account for the falling off in the whitetish. ~All he knows isthey have disappeared.

Out 2-inch bar mesh is too largo, it will not oatoh: the half-grown whitefish, The i
herrings are decrousing, ~ The scarcer the fish get the less often we lift our gill-nete,
They are now left out about four nights and catoh 4,000, Three years ago we left

.. them out two or three ‘ni%ht.s and got 6,000 or 7,000." On account of the way the
fishing is, has only his
, ‘\_ : '

rother helping him and a 28-foot boat. Three seines
o xxix A \
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i ) it ishi ' rento, The noxt seine is
is the extont of tho whitefish seine fishing now around Toren .
at Frenchman's Buy, down 20 miles from here. Towards Hamilton the Humber is
the first, then I think no. more till you got to Burlington Beaoh, Hamilton, The
Inrgo catehes of whitetish heard of were quite 18 years ago.

} gL (P.)—AMERICANS FISHING IN CANADIAN WATERS,
\ B ]

I ' Mv, Keys, who reprosonted Sandusky fish-denlers at the Detroit International
A Fishory Conferenco, 1892, said: “Boyond Sandusky -Bay - strings of ~giﬁ|l-pete reach .
% _ A " cloar over into the Canadian wators and whother there is a close season in Cnnadn\
o ~ or not, they run their gill-nets clear, across tv Pelee Island, and they do not make
dny bonos about it,”

Frank Jackson, Port Dover (pago 6) enys:—American gill-net fishermen _fish
within six miles of our Canadian shore, oft Clay Point and Long Point Island, Has
seen as many as five or six boats, tugs and giil.not bonts, each fish boat wou}d have
S - 8 uang of nots 2,000 yards, The usual moaihs are June and July following the
. whitefish, These boats hail from Erio, Ponn., on the opposite coast, This has been
; g going on for ten yoars, No Canadian would be permitted to fish in this way on the
¥
b
i
¥
;

I

2 £

. Amorican sido of the boundary line,

Hr

Capt. J, S, Allen, Port Dovor (pnge 11) says :—Ameorirons fish inside the na-
tional boundary line within six miles of Gull'Island, and enstward from Clay Point -
to Clear Creok, o '

Henry Swan, Tort Burwell (puge 28) says :—Amorioan tugukl;or}tti iiethof:‘
o-there; tha

CoT s
FE 1 o i
e 4 2,

e g

Clay Point, four or tivo miles out, and fish, the lake being fifty miles w
would boe twonty miles on the Canadian side of the line.

TN Ty

£ “ W, Emery, Port Burwoll (pago 23) .éays i—American fishormen boast of fishing
Lo in our waters, That is chiefly done nbout Long Point Island,

N - C. C. Bates, Clear Creck (page 17) saysi—Lust spring there was an American

b fishing tug fishing for horring and bluo piokerel within o fow miles of our shore

R : (lake 50 miles wide), . They woro in sight fishing for sevoral days. Ran up along-

i sido of them and said: “You paople are out of your element.” Thoy said they just
: ' camo in to takoe somo fish out, they often came over in tho spring,

Capt. John E(llz‘soih, Poit Stanloy (page 29) says i—Amorioans fish in our

b i * wators within 20 miles of Port Stanley, (lake 60 miles wide) ; has seen thom fishing
S ' with gill-nots and tugs; has a good chanoe to see these Amorican fishing boats pas-
Ko ~sing along on his steamboat routo-to Cleveland ; it should not be allowed,

¥} oobareel - . ‘ S )
i ' Ira Loop, of Kingsvillo (pago 36) suys :—Amorican tugs cross from Sandusky

and tuke fish on board direct from Canadiab nets, It would be impossible for some
of the fishormen {o-dispose of thoir fish if these tugs did not come and take them,
The tugs get a permit to run one or two woeks, and then they clear on certain days. .
They do not infringe upon the law i1t would be impossible to make entry every day ;
it is an irvogularity, bus they are permitted to do t.g))nt, ' :

. H, Black, Kingsvillo (pago 32) says :—Somo Americans at the “Old
Hen” tish gill-nets in Cunadian wators, - Capt, Post takes fish from n number of
Canadian pound-nets direct to Sandusky,. -

W. D. Bates, Rond. Enu (page 34) says :—Wo run our small boat alongside
of the Amorionn tug, and just weigh and sell to them. Sometimos the tug comes
1nto port—sometimes she goes direot to the American port, ‘

Capt. J. W, qut,'_Leumihgfton (page 61), adys:—-Havo s00n American gﬂl-net
tugs on Canadian side of boundary line, engaged in lifting gill-nets—about six miles
eust of Polee Island—should think they were herring nets, but a 3-inoh mesh will

: ; XXX : g ‘




—rotted in_the_water,
' Cupt. Joh#i Craigie, Goderich (page 89) says:—Thore is one American tug of 25

Ontario Fishery Commission,

fish from Canadian fishermen: direct from the nets, and’ go direct to the American
markets—Sandusky and Cleveland. e — |

John- Lang, Port Huron ,(puﬁe 80) says:—Near Kettlo Point, Lake Huron,
there is 10 miles aquave of rocky onoycombed spawning ground. There is & grout
rush of fish ‘to this point, On these spawning grounds the Americans come with
their tugs and nets and mon and.fish right through our. close sonscn, whilst tho
Canadians are keoping the oloso season, - &‘

bhis y : . 1eso'Amerioan fishing
companies olaim that by instrustions from the United States consul at 8arnia thoy
could fish apywhere beyond three miles from tho Canadian'shores, These Amorican
fishermon fished right through the month of Novembor, They mude a wonderful
outoh of those spawning fish, and on account of the roughness of the season, great
quantities of those fish were thrown away as unmorchantable, and muny of them

oatoh ordinary Whitéﬁsh,afndbéoaﬂonally a sturgeoi==has seen Amerioan tugs tako

| ke , his fishing is wholly in Canadian waters,"
This was done this year by the Port Huron Fish Company, Tfy

or 30 tons down here fishing in Canadian wator, 'Thé latter part of the fall we have

got to stop, and she oan fish all she likes, This would be about six or seven iiles’

from our shore; this has also been done at the lakes about Drummond Island,

H., W. Ball, Goderich (page 113) says:—Thero is great discontent among the
fishormen at the present time by Amerioans being allowed to fish in our wators
when we cannot fish in our own, v

Capt. James Inkster, Goderich (page f06) says :—There is an Am&rican tng
thig season fishing in Canadian waters at Kettle Point, Have seen her, ‘

(Q.)—ExtrA0Ts FROM SwORN KVIDENCE BEFORE (iE FISHERY COMMISSION, -
THE BLACK BASS.
* LAKE ERIE, ET0,

William Gfubb, lighthouse keepar, Léainington (vage 40):—Does n‘ot,think

. it right for sporting mon to angle for bass in the close season. They string thein

and tow them ubout all day to sce who ontchos most and then at night throw them
away. Most of them are dead, ThisigUoiio by Peleo Island anglers,

‘Phillip DeLaurier, Point Poloo, ficherman for 33 years (piige 41)'éa‘ys:--
Blaok bass spawn from 20th June, through July, 4

Gilbert DelLaurier, fishorman 26 yoars, and fish-dealer 6 years, Leamingion,

'(gage 38) says:—They catch black buss ia}_‘gely at Peloe Islungi. They spawn

about June,

Ira Loop', Kingsville, fishorman 25 yoavs (page 36). says:—~Bleck blass spawn
late in June, : : , ,

W, H., Black, fishorman, Kihgsville (pege 8Y) says :—Large quantities of

black bass are caught by Amorican anglera at Peleo Island, Thoy are caught in
June when spawning, It oreates discontont amony Canadian fishermen,

Henr& Smith, Pelbe Islend, angler (pa%o‘ '45) SRY8 :—-Angi%ng is oat;riéd on
on from 16th May to 1st June, und from middle of Ooctober to middle of November.
They spawn from 1st June till July, They catoh from 40 to 400 per day.” Fishing

i8 better in June.. If they spawn in June-it is better not to kill them, The quan-

tity of fish is small to what it was formerly., They fish with one line and several

baits, They sometimes catoh four ata timo, but not often They have two or three |
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‘minnows, a couple of fiies, a spoon bait and three to five hooks. Thinks pound-
nets have helpelt)l to destrojy bass fishing, but has not seen one lifted for five years;
could ensily sec one lifted. Doos;not know what they .catch.

LAKE SIMCOE,

e s s e ST e

Alexander B. McPhee, Barrio (page 267) snys :—Black bass should be pro-
PR tootod fov the benefit of the public generally, Would like to see the close season
Lo ~ extonded to the lst July. Caught oarlier, they are sluggish and not fit for food,
gooaay ~ They are sluggish éven in August. Caught i proper season, prefers black bass to
R any other fish, | A ' -
o Samuel Wesley, Burrie, publisher (Jpaga 274) says:—Black bass are good in |
S I .. Soptember. __ "They aro sleopy before 1st July. Tho. close seasbn should be extended ‘
- till 1st July. ‘ ST e

A John Hines, Barrio (page 276) says :—The Buokskin® Olub from Buffalo come
{ o " to the Severn River in the summeor and cateh large quantities of bass. The settlers
B A said they caught them in piles and let them lie on the rock, Some places were
oo stinking with fish, They caught them for sport, '

T
ol z

GEORAGQIAN BAY,

Samuel Fraser, Midland (page 231) :—Regarding black bass fishing, it is
carried on largely by tourists and unglers who catch them in great numbers and
~throw a great many on the rooks to spoil, 'This-is done by campers out, prineci-
pally. These tish should huve a close guardianship, They are taken amongst the
islands whoro they are not observed by the officors. These tourists are not of much
servico to tho locanlities to which they come., They bring their supplies ahd.

~camp out, | : ' '

£ i o3 g e g

-J. A, Smith, fisherman, Midland (page 236) :—Bass will spawn in May, not
. 80 much in Juno, They inay watch their beds and young in June and July, and this
-would lead to tho improssion that they were spawning t%en. Some of the tourists -
who come u‘) here are very injurious, They catch more bass than they can con-
sumo, and fish aro left upon the rocks to spoil—sheor wanton waste, '

John Yates, fisherman), Midland ﬂphge 241) +—Tloro has been great waste by
porsons leaving black bass on tho rocks to spoil, Bass are a fish that spoil very
quickly unless iced. A closo senson for bass should be thoroughly enforced,

* LAKE ONTARIO,

Daniel McGuwyn, Burlington ‘Bench, fisherman (page 308) says :~Black bads .
are not fit for food in J lllF and August, thoy spawn from May till June, They are
- caught in tho summor when not fit to use,—in July and August—it is waste to catch
them in Burlington Bay befora November, Tt isnot the fishermen who ocatch them,
it is tho sports. They are wasted, When fit for food they bring 10, and even 12},
‘por pound, - ) R ™

William Depew, fishormon, Burlington Beaoh (page 308) says :—To catch black
buss in July and August is simply a waste of the fish, They are not fit to. eat. -
They-do'nat spawn unti] June, =~ sl ‘

~Jonathan Corey, Burlington Beuoh, ficherman (page 311) says:—Black bass
aro hardly good in August, ~ A first-rate fsh in September, October and Noyember.
Doos not think they should be supplied to the public as food before September,.
~City people troll in the summer.and throw aiway the fish, : '
. xxxi
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Frederick Corey, fisherman, Burlington Bouoh ( ago 320) says :-‘-Thébést time
to catch black bass is the epuw;:ing time, They nsslx)l:g their) sp);wning, beds 20th -
May, spawn about 1st June, They watch their young until they leave the bed,

. Jokn Davis, Hamilton, fish-dealer (page 316) says:—Black bass is a good fish
and should be preserved. = . R .

I\ ) . - ~ TORONTO,

A‘ MichaelDoyle, fish-dealer, 'l‘oroxito‘(piage 287) says:—Bass in value come next
tosalmon-trout and whitefish, if we could get them, they are the dearest. :

' Dawson W, Port, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 292) says:—Bass ure pretty good
~in Septémber-and.October, best.after that,_They are not good in spawning éme.
No fish are good at spawning time, Black bass are good sh :i’ﬁd“”s%&&ld"li&f pre- T T
sorved, Our customers will take them whon in good condition, ‘ ‘ 2

" Horatio Jokn Bray, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 297) ;—Black bass ave in best con-
dition just as the ice leaves and they catch them with hook and line. They ure more
valuablé than whitefish, They are not fit for food in July and August; they catoh
them in June; -They shonld not be handled then. Could handle half a ton & day

g when they aro in good condition, but do not got 26 pounds. .

1

" (R.)=THE CISCOE.

. Daniel McGwyn, Burlington Boach, says:—Ciscocs spawn frem 26th December .
till the middle of January. Thoy have fallen off ¢onsiderably during the past four
_or five years by being overfished—too many nets, | They are bettor cured than het-
"_vings, being  fattor fish, They are caught from 1st November until 1st May.
They spawn in deep water on-weedy bottoms, about six miles out, and are caught - -
in deep water, They do riot come near the shores. - Two mon can handle 2,000
yards of gill-net; 21-foot boat; that would be too much in & boat; some use a good
doal more; sets one gang of nets.and lifts one; some keep three ganys, 6,000 yards -
_ in the water, but 2,000 yards'is enough for two mon to handle ; meshes 13-inch bar;
not out two or three nights before being taken up; had them out twelve nights, and
the-tish still good ; thoy live quite a while if notstrangled ; sometimes lose nels, fish
and all, in some severe storms; have had a clean sweep of everything: do not fish
for ciscoes in May, June, July and August; they are too oily, and we would have to
g0 too far out to catch thom; we would have to take ice, and that would not pay; - .
December is the best month ; has quit ciscoeing; they ate_going the same road as
the “whitefish and salmon-trout; -they spawn all tho year round, but ohiefly in
~ January. ST . _ o o
’ William Depew, Burlington Beach (page 308) :—Uses a 28-inch extension mesh
for ciscoes; oiscoes are in thebest condition all the winter;- they hegin to get soft, . -
in May; they are canght in desp water, six to fifteen milesfrom the shore; one fall
thoy came within 200 ysvds of the shore; thoy keep out boyond tho whitefish ; the -
biggest part of the oiscoes spawn in February ; sce spawn in them in Novemberand
December; tho eggs are protty plentiful in the boats the latter part of January and
Fobruary; they are a good deal better fich than the herring, when they are curgd;
tho oiscoe is bost cured ;- the ciscoe is a soft fish, and does not eat well ; freshsalting
and smoking makos them harder; ciscoe and herring are the same size; both about -~
the same value; herring are more numerous and can be sold fresh; ciscoos are being -
caught out, and are not so numerous as they wore formerly;.they are-overfished ; -
the size of the net, 2§-inch extension, isall right ; it is overfishing that does it; they
are caught most numerously in January and February; ‘they begin to spawn in
January, but mostly in February; thinks fishing in the spawning season hus helped
to reduce them, - ‘ ' S
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Jonathan Corey, Burlington Beach (page 311) :—Fishes for ciscoes with a 1} to 1§ |
bar measure mesh, S ' . . | L
" John Davis, fish-doalor; Hamilton (pggo 316):—Ciscoes are good any time oxcept
- when spawning. They ave getting played out, ~

Frederick Corey, Burlington Bonch (page 320) :—Oiscoes havo fallen off very
much of lato years by overfishing and catching in the spawning season.

Williain Montgomery, fishorman, Toronto (pago 281) :—Egp . flow freely frow
the.ciscoo in November and January; leave nots out now over four nights and move
nets and lift about 4,000; three gvenrs ago lifted some two or three nights and caught,

-6,000.0r 7,000 ; the sonrcer tho fish get the less often we lift. - '

- Dawson’ W, Port, fish-dealer, Toronlo (page 292) :—Ciscoes are always good
e e ‘"chopt"at“spnwning'ﬁmO‘.‘""" T STy SR S s S

Horatio John Bray, fish-dealor, Toronto:—Sixteen years ago bogan to -handlo

oiscogs smoked ; was the first man to smoke them; at thut time the niesh was 2§

extension ; they have got it down to 2§ and 2, Tho fish vaught with the 2§ mosh

wore good saleable fish,  The fish are getting so small it is hard work to sell them,

If they woro anything olse but ciscoes they would unot sell at all. The mesh should

be 2? ox{onsion, They are good all the yecr round, The dealers don't want to

handle ciscoes from 18t June to 1t Qutobor, 'I'hey are adelicate soft fish and spoil
too quickly to be handled in the hot weather., The ciscoe is a valuable marketable
fish and should be preserved. - ‘

7%‘,,.;..‘.“

The ovidonce in dotail is herewith appended.
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~ Rospeotfully submitted.

SAMUEL WILMOT,
Ohairman,

EDWARD HARRIS, '
S - Commissioner, .
OrrAawa, 18t March; 1893, ' '
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