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After a busy spring session, the Air India Commis
sion has substantially completed its investigation 
into the prebombing portion of its mandate and 
has adjourned public hearings until the fall. 

The Commission has also completed its exami
nation of the rescue and recovery operations,  
the consular response to the tragedy by the 
Government of Canada, and most of the aviation 
security portion of its mandate. While the Inquiry 
has heard a great deal of evidence, much remains 
to be heard before the Commission reaches any 
conclusions on the issues in its mandate.

In Stage One of the Inquiry, held in the fall of 
2006, the Commission heard moving testimony 
from more than 40 family members of the 
victims. A number of victims’ relatives also 
provided written statements to the Commission. 
To date, the Inquiry has held 44 days of  
public hearings, and heard oral evidence from 
113 witnesses. A total of 193 exhibits have  

been tabled. The transcripts of the public hearings 
total 5,484 pages.

The spring session was marked by a disagreement 
between Commission counsel and the Department 
of Justice (DOJ) over how much of the evidence 
could be made public. The dispute, which delayed 
the public hearings by several months, was 
resolved after an intervention by the Prime 
Minister’s national security advisor. DOJ revised 
public versions of thousands of documents that 
had been reviewed by Commission counsel so  
that much more of the evidence could be released 
to family members of the victims and members  
of the public. Jacques Shore, one of the counsel 
for the families, was grateful that Commissioner 
Major insisted that the evidence be heard in 
public. “Reasons of national security must not  
be used as a convenient means of shielding 
information from the public that may embarrass 
the government… as a result of administrative 
mistakes or professional errors made,” he said. 

Family members travel to Ottawa to attend hearings. Commissioner John C. Major speaks with a group of family 
members who travelled to Ottawa to attend the Commission’s public hearings in June (L to R, Anil Bedi, Sundra Arora, 
Amarjit Bhinder, Anil Singh Hanse, David Venketeswaran, Richard Quance, counsel for Air India Cabin Crew Association, 
and Commissioner Major). Family members of the victims of the bombing of Flight 182 who wish to travel to Ottawa to 
attend a portion of the hearings should contact Gail Godbout, the Commission’s family liaison coordinator, for further 
information on how to arrange their trip (see page 4 for contact information). 

substantial progress made on mandate
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aViation seCurity 
Commission counsel Brian Gover (centre) discusses aviation security 
with family lawyers Raj Anand (left) and Jacques Shore during 
a break in the public hearings. A total of 20 witnesses provided 
evidence to the Commission on a variety of aviation security issues, 
including the screening of passengers, baggage and cargo. 

Csis and rCmp Cooperation
Ten government witnesses gave evidence  
about cooperation between the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) and the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service (CSIS), including former CSIS 
employee Daryl Zelmer. Mr. Zelmer testified from 
behind a screen to protect his identity. 

“Public inquiries 
consume vast amounts 

of public funds  
and resources, but 
it’s becoming clear 

that, with the Air India 
inquiry, there is  

value for money — 
huge value.”  

Ottawa Citizen, May 9, 2007
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publiC hearings to resume  
in september 
Public hearings for the Commission of Inquiry  
into the Investigation of the Bombing of Air  
India Flight 182 are scheduled to resume on 
September 10, 2007. When the hearings resume, 
the Commission will hear evidence related to  
the postbombing investigation, the challenges  
in prosecuting terrorism cases, and whether 
Canada’s current legal framework provides adequate 
constraints on terrorism financing, including the use 
or misuse of charitable organizations. In addition,  
the Commission will also conclude its examination  
of the prebombing period and aviation security  
with testimony from several witnesses. 

Evidence related to the postbombing investigation 
will include information on the RCMP investigation, 
the erasure of tapes containing wiretap evidence 
gathered by the Canadian Security Intelligence 
Service (CSIS) and the nature of cooperation 
between CSIS and the RCMP. Witnesses from  
both agencies are expected to appear, along with 
representatives from Foreign Affairs and other 
government departments. 

The financing of terrorism segment is tentatively 
scheduled for mid to lateSeptember. It will  
include evidence from expert witnesses and officials 
from various Canadian government departments 
and agencies.

The last issue that the Commission will address is 
how Canada should conduct trials involving allega
tions of terrorism. The Commission has been asked 
to make recommendations on whether these trials 
should be conducted by a panel of three judges; 
and how to balance the requirements of evidence 
disclosure against the Crown’s obligation to protect 
national security interests. The Commission will also 
hear evidence related to witness intimidation and 
witness protection. In June, several witnesses did 
not give evidence to the Commission because they 
feared for their safety. 

For more information on the issues in the Commission’s 
terms of reference, please consult the Commission’s 
website at www.majorcomm.ca. 

The Commission expects the fall session of  
public hearings will last about eight to 10 weeks,  
and will conclude before year’s end barring any 
unforeseen delays. Commissioner Major will issue 
one or more reports. 

“Even before it’s over, 
this public inquiry has 

proven its worth.” 

Montreal Gazette, May 22, 2007

“At long last, light is being shone  
in dark places.” 

Toronto Star, May 5, 2007

pre-bombing
The Commission heard 
evidence from 31 witnesses 
about events that preceded 
the bombing in June 1985. 
Ontario Lieutenant
Governor James 
Bartleman, a senior 
intelligence officer with 
the Department of 
Foreign Affairs in 1985, 
told the Inquiry that he 
saw a document with a 
specific threat against 
Air India in the week 
before the tragedy 
occurred, and that he 
passed on the infor
mation to the RCMP  
at a meeting on Sikh 
terrorism. The gov 
ernment has always 
maintained that it  
did not receive any 
specific threats against 
Flight 182. Former 
RCMP officer Lloyd 
Hickman testified that 
he was not the officer 
that Mr. Bartleman 
spoke with, even 
though he was the 
senior RCMP represen
tative at a meeting on 
Sikh terrorism during 
the period in question. 
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important ContaCts at the Commission oF inquiry

reception and general information: 
(61�) 99�-18��

For media and communications issues, contact michael tansey. 
email: mtansey@majorcomm.ca

For family liaison, contact gail godbout. 
email: ggodbout@majorcomm.ca

all photos by michael tansey, air india Commission

Commissioner Major examines a redacted document on  
May 1, 2007, during testimony by former Vancouver police 
officer Don McLean. 

Following the  
Commission 
There are several ways you can 
follow the work of the Air India 
Commission from a distance.  

Information on witnesses and the  
schedule of public hearings are available  
on the Commission’s website at:  
www.majorcomm.ca 

Public hearings are webcast live by the Cable 
Public Affairs Channel (CPAC). The hearings 
are also archived on the CPAC website at: 
www.cpac.ca

Several Canadian news organizations 
are covering the public hearings. 
You can access articles about the 
hearings on the websites of many 
Canadian media outlets, including: 

CBC: www.cbc.ca/news/

Canwest News: Vancouver Sun reporter  
Kim Bolan is covering the Commission  
for Canwest newspapers. You can access  
her articles at:  
www.canada.com/vancouversun

The Globe and Mail:  
www.theglobeandmail.com

Toronto Star:  
www.TheStar.com

Canadian Press (CP). The Canadian Press 
news service has provided daily coverage  
of the hearings. CP stories are published  
in many Canadian newspapers. You can 
access a list of Canadian daily newspapers 
by conducting an Internet search for 
“Canadian newspapers.” International civil aviation consultant Rodney Wallis partici-

pated in several witness panels that provided evidence on 
aviation security.  


