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PREFACE. .

'The Commissioners desired to examine separately the questions of Chiness ansl
Jupa:iese immigration, and this method was pursued as far as practicable. In many
- industries, however, both Chinese snd Japanese ave employed, and in moss cases the
‘witnesses treated them alike; so that while Part I has relation chicfly to Chineso
immigration, much that is said there applies with equal fdrce to the Japanese in Part
II. Theio are certain questions, however, and certain ‘industries pecaliarly affectod by
Japanese labour that require special treatment. This applies especially to the fisheries

~*"and to the lumber industry,
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ToroNTO, February 18, 1902,
bt The Honourable Ricuarp W, 8zorT,
i Secretary of State,
Ottawa.

I hare the honour to transmit herewith the Report of the Commission appointed
| to inquirs into the question of Chinese and Japanese Immigration, in o far as it relates
+ to the immigration of Chinese.

Every interest and industr)’ has been considered, and with each chapter is quoted
so much of the evidence relating: thereto as was considered necessary to convey the
purport of the whole. .

ﬁ* In the head note and summary of each chapter will be found a concise statement
of the facts and findings relatin;s to each subject matter dealt with. -

The evidence of course had to be all reviewed before reaching a decision in each
case, and it was thought conducive to a full exposition of each subject matter, that a
condensed statement of the evilence upon which thd findings were based should be
quoted. )

.y In the last chapters will be'found a resumé of the whole and the conclusion at
which the Commissioners have ariived. The head note and summary of each chapter
and the concluding chapter {ully tet forth the views of the Commissioners. In quoting
. .the evidence especial care was takén to give the views of all parties who employ Chiness
| labour, or whose interests might possibly be affected by ite exclusion.

1 ' I am pleased to say that thes Commissioners were unarimous in the conclusion

¢ arrived at, as to the necesrity of excluding further immigration of Chinese‘labourers.
That portion of the report relating to Japanese Immigration is well advanced, and
N will be completed at an early date.
J e : - R. C. CLLUTE,
8 Chairman.
COMMISSTONS.

N. E. TascHEREAU,
Deputy Governor General,
- S Canada.

i Vicroria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,
QuEegy, Defender of the Faith, &c., &e., &e.

To all to whom these presents shall come, or whom the same may in anywise
concern. A
- : GREETING :

Whercas it appears from a report from Our Secretary of State that representations
and statements have been made by the legislature and people of the province of British
Y Columbia on the subject of Chinese and Japanese immigration into that province, as

more fully set out in the Order of His Ixcellency the Governor General in Council,
bearing date the twenty-first day of September, in the year of Our Lord one thousand
nine hundred, a copy of which is hereunto annexed ; |

And whereas We deem it expedient that inquiry under oath should be made with
respect to the said statements and representations referred to in the said Order in
Se Council hereunto annexed. . -

Now know ye that We, by and with the advice of Our Privy Council for Canada; do
by these presenta nominate, constitute and appoint Roger Conger Clute, of the city of
Toronto, in the province of Ontario, one of our counsel learned in the law fir the pro-
vince of Ontario, Ralph. Smith, of the city of Vancouver, in the province of British
Columbia, Esquire, and Daniel James Munn, of the city of New Westminster, in said

‘L X1
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of Our Governor General in Council hercunto annexed.

of right and by law appertaining during pleasure.

you may see fit to express thereon.

Great Seal of Canada to be hereunto afiixed.

Canada.

‘ year of Our Reign.
o . By Commanl.

* by His Excellency on Septemler 21, 1900.

© year (1900) 4,669 Japanese I
the same period 1,325 Chinese 1s

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSINON
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provinee . of British Columbia, Esquire, to be Our Commissioners for the purpose of
investigating the said statements and representations so made as indicated in the Order

And We do hereby, under the authority of the Revised Statutes of Canada, chapter
114, intituled : “ An Aect respecting Inquiries Concerning Public Matters,” confer upon
you, Our said Commissioners, the power of summoning before you any witnesses and of
recuiring them to give evidence on oath, orally or in writing or on solemn aflirmation, if
they are persons entitled to atlim in civil matters, and to produce such documents and
things as you, Our said Commissioners, shall deem requisite to the full investigation of
the matters into which you are hereby appointed to examine, inquire into and investigato.
‘Tu huve, hold, exercise and enjay the snid oftice, place and trust unto you, tha said Roger
Conger Clute, you the said Ralph Smith nnd you the said Daniel James Munn, together
with the rights, powers, privileges and emoluments unto the said oftice, pla¢e and frust

And We do hereby require and direct you to report to Our Secretary of State the
result of your investigation, together with the evidence taken before you and any opinion

s .
1n testimony whereof We have caused these Our Letters wo be made Pater.: and the

Witness, the Honourable Henri Elzear Taschereau, Deputy of Our Right Trusty and
Right Well-beloved Cousin The Right Honourable Sir Gilhert John Elliot, Earl of
Minto and Viscount Melgund of Melgund, County of Forfar, in the Peerage of the
United Kingdom, Baron Minto of Minto, County of Roxburgh, in the Peerage of
Great Britain, Baronet of Nova Scotia, Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distin-
guished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, &c., &c., Governor General of

At Our Government House, in our City of Ottawa, this Twenty-fiest day of Septem-
ber, in the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred, and in the sixty-fourth

5% JOSEPH POPE,

Under Secretary of State.

EatrACT from a vepart of the Committee of the Honowrable the Privy Couneil, approved

On a memorandum dated September 3, 1900, from the Secretary of State, sub-
mitting that he has had under consideration the many representations made by the
legisinture and people of Britisit Columbia on the subject of Chinese and Japanese immi-
gration into that provinee to some of which he desires to call particular sttention.

The minister observes that at a recent sitting of the Legislative Assembly of the
province, a vesolution was adopted Jeclaring that the Chinese Tmmigration Act passed at
the last session of the porliament of Canada, incveasing the capitation tax from £50 to
2100 is ineffective and inadequate to prevent Chinese jmmigration into Canada, and
expressing the opinion that the only effective mode of dealing with the question of
vestricting Alongolian immigration into Canada would be by either increasing the amount
of per capita tax to the suin of $500, or by the passing of an-Act based ‘on the lines of
the Natal Act, known as the ‘Tmmigration Restrictiocn Act of 1897

~That in the month of May last (1800} two numerously signed petitions from the
residents of British Columbie, to His Excellency the Guvernor General in Council,
were received, -representing that between January 1 and Apil ! of the present
idéd in Vietorin and Vancouver, and - that during
ded in Victoria, making a total of neasly 6,000 within
" the short space of four months, snd alleging that the vesult is ¢that the province is
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t'ooded with an undesirable class of people non-assimilative and most detrimental to the
wage-earning classes of the people of the province, and that this extensive immigration
of orientals is also a menace to the health of the community.’

. That the petitioners assert that they are not unmindful of Imperial interests, and -
while expressing feelings of the greatest loyalty to those interests, they respectfully call
attention to what they term a serious inroad upon the welfare of the people of the
province and they ask that an Act may be passed inhibiting the immigration of the
ahove mentioned classes -of prople to Canada.

That it has also been alleged in other communications on the subject that there
was probability of a great disturbance to the economic conditions existing in the prov-
ince and of grave injury being caused to tho working classes by the large influx of
labourers from China and Japan, as the standards of living of the masses of the peoplein
those countries differ so widely from the standards prevailing in the province, thus en-
abling them to work for a much less wage. _

That it is also urged that it is in the interest of the Empire that the Pacific Prov-
ince of the Dominion should be occupied by a large and thoroughly British population
vather than by one in which the number of aliens would form a large proportion.

The Minister also desires to call attention to the many acts passed by the Legisla-
tive Assembly of the Province declaring that Chinese or 3upr.neso persons shall not be
allowed to find employment on works, the construction of which has been authorized or
made possible of accomplishment by certain privileges or franchises yranted by the Leg-
islature, which Acts have been disallowed by reason of the discrinination including
Jopanese.

The Minister submits*that owing to these representations made by the Legislature
and people of British Columbia, the Right Honourable the Premier during the last ses-
sion of the Parliament of Canada, when introducir ; the Bill authorizing the increase in
the capitation tax on Chinese coming into the Dominion from $50 to 3100, announced
that the government had come to the conclusion that it would be wise at the present
time to follow the course adopted by the Government of Canada in the year 1884, and
have the complaints and statements referred to, investigated, the inquiry to include the
question as to whether the Japanese should be treated as the Chinese were, and whether
or not they present the same ohjectionable characteristics as were alleged against the
Chinese and that a royal commission would be appointed to investigate and examine
into the whole question, making a full report so that the views of the people of British
Columbia might be placed before the Imperial authorities. _ .

The Minister therefore recommends that a thorough and full investigation be made,
under a Royal Commission, into the foregoing statements and representations, and that
Roger C. Ciute, of Toronto, Ralph Smith, of Vancouver, and Daniel J. Munn, of New
Westminster, be appointed Commissioners for the purpose of such investigation, and
that pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 114, Revised Statutes of Canada, entitled
“ An act respecting inquirfes concerning public matters,” they as such Commissioners be
given the full power of summoning witnesses and requiring them to give evidence on
ocath or on solemn aflirmation, and to produce such documents and’ papers as they may
deem requisite. ’ -

The Minister farther recommends that reasonable advance be made to the Commis-
sioners to cover living and travelling expenses, that F. J. Dean, of Kamloops, be ap-
pointed secretary to the Commission, and . that for the purpose of -taking such-evidence -
they be autherized (o employ & stenographer to take down the evidence, whose remuner-
ation shell be fixed by the Commissioners. - .

The committee submit the foregoing for Your Excellenvy’s approval.

JOHN J McGEE,
Clerk of the Privy Council.
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xiv

Minto.
CANADA.

Vicroria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, .
QueeN, Defender of the Faith, &e., &e., &e.

To all to whom these presents shall come, or whom the same may in anywise
concern.
GREETING :

Wh eas it appears from a report from Onr Secretary of State that representations
and state.aents have been made by the legislature and people of the Provinee of British
Columbin on the subject of Chineso and Japanese immigration into that province, as
more fully set out in the Order of His Excellency the Governor General in Council
bearing date the tweuty-first day of September, in the year of Our Lord one thousand
nine hundred, a copy of which is hereunto annexed ;

And whereas We deem it expedient that inquiry under oath should be made with
respect -to the said statenents.and. representations. referred to in the riid Order in
Council hereunto annexed; And whereas for the purpose of such inquiry, We diily
appointad by Letters Patent under the Great Seal dated September 21, A.D., 1900,
Roger Conger Clute, Ralph Smith and Daniel Jamnes Munn, to be our Commissioners,
and the said Ralph Smith has since resigned his said oftice a3 such Commissoner, and it
is expudient to appoint another Commissioner in his place ;

Now know ye that We, by and with the advicé of Qur Privy Council for Canada,
do by these presents nominate, constitute and appoint Christopher Foley, of Rossland,
in the Province of British Columbia, Esquire, tv be One of Qur Commissioners for the
pur of investigating the said statements and representations so made, as indicated
in the Order of Our Governor General in Council hereunto annexed, in the room, place
and stead of Ralph Smith, Esquire, who hath resigned the said office ;

And We do hereby, under the authority of The Revised Statutes of Canada, chapter
114, intituled *An Act respecting Inquiries concerning Public Matters,’ confer upon
you, Our said Commissioner, the power of summoning before you any witnesses, and of
requiring them to give evidence cu'o*th, arally or in writing, or on solemn affirmation,
if they are persons entitled to aftirm in civil matters, and to produce such documents
and things as you, Our said C)mmissioner, shall deem requisite to the full investigation

of the matters into which you sre_hereby appointed to examine, inquire into and investi- ..

gate. To have, hold exercize and enjoy the said office, place and tiust unto you the
said Christopher Foley, together with the rights, powers, privileges and emoluments -
unto the said oflice, place and trust ot rizht and by law appertaining during pleasure ;

And We do hereby require and direct you to report to Our Secretary of State the
result of your investigation, tigether with the evidence taken before you and any opinion
you may see fit to express thereon, ’

In testimony wh:areof, We have caused these Qur Letters to be made Patent and
the Great Seal of Canada to be hercunto affixed : .

Wirness ; Our Right Trusty and Well-beloved Cousin The Right Honourable Sir Gil-
bert John Elliot, Earl of Minto and Viscount Melgund of Melgund, County of
Forfar, in the Peerage of the United Kingdom ; Barou Minto of Minto, County of -

" Pazburgh, in thie Peerageof Great Britain; Raron of Nova Scotia ; Knight Grand
Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of 8aint Michael and Saint George, &c., &c.,
Governor General of Canada. : -

At Our Government House, in the City; of Ottawa, this Eighth (iﬁy of January, in
the year of Our Lord one thousand nine hundred and one, and in the Sixty-
tuurth year of Our Reign. .

By Command.
JOSEPH POPE,
Under-Secretary of State.
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REPORT | )

(54)
OF THE

COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE

INTO THE

SUBJECT OF CHINESE AND JAPANESE IMMIGRATION

INTO THE

PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

To the Honourablo Ricuarp W, Scorr,
Secretary of State,
OtYawa.

We, the undersigned, having been duly appointed by a Royal Com aission dated
the twenty-first day of Septémben, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred,
and by & further Royal Commission dated the eighth day of January, in the year of our
TLord one thousand nine hundred ang one (appointing the undersigned Christopher Foloy
as commissioner in the place and stead of Ralph Smith, resigned) to inquire into the
subject of Chinese and Japanese immigrution, have the honour to report as follows :—

CHAPTER IL—-INTRODUCTORY.
REPRESENTATIONS BY BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Your commissioners are directed to investigate the statements and representations
indicated in the Osler of Council annexed to the Commission. It will be therefore
necessary to shortly inquire precisely what representations and statements the people
and Legislature of British Columbia have made on the subject of Chinese and Japaneso
immigration into that province. .

Tn 189] over 70 petitions were presented to the Dominion Parliament, ropresenting
nearly every trade and calling in British Columbia aud from nearly every labour organi-
zation from Vancouver to Halifax, declaring that in the opiniok of the petitioners ¢ the
importation into Canada of Chinese labour is not in the best interests of tho country and
should be prohibited, and praying for such legislation as will have the effect of totally
prohibiting the importation of Chinese lebour into the Dominion.’

Tn 1892 a still larger number of petitions were presented, stating that the Chinese
Immigration Act had been very beneficial, but net su¥ciently restrictive, and declaring

54—1

Bk Das o

R g Soed o, IR Ny
D TR S O AT TR P R E T TRV A Ao




2 REPORT OF ROYAL COoM MISSION

that ‘it would be in the interests of the people of Canada if Chinese immigration Le
prohibited by law, but if that cannot at presert be accomplished, that the entrance
duties on persons of Chinese origin ~ntering Canada should be inereased from 850 to
2500 per head.’

Petitions of like purpert have since been presented from time tc time to parliament
with increased urgency.

During the session of the Dominion Parliament of 1897 a petition signed by 1,934
electors of Vancouver District, and another sigued by 600 citizens of Nanaimo, and
another signed by 2,700 residents of British Columbia, and other petitions numerously
signed from Port Haney and from the municipal council of the district of Burnaby, the
municipal council of the city of Kaslo and the citizens of Vernon, and from other places,
were presented, declaring that the tax of £50 has proven wholly inadequate to effect the
purpose for which said tax was imposed ; that the large influx of Chinese into Canadn
is a serious menace to the prosperity and general welfare of this country and British
Colunbia in particular, for the following amongst other reasons : “that these Chinese
are non-assimilative and have no intention of settled citizenship, are in moral, social and
sanitary status below the most inferior standard of Western life, and being usually
single (the most of them being imported as coolies by labour-contracting organizations)
accept less than the lowest living wage of white labour, yet expend but little of their
scanty earnings in the lan { of their temporary adoption.’ )

he petition further racites that the Government of the United States, recognizing
the great harm wrought to the eitizens of the United States by competition of cheap
Chinese labour, enacted legislation to totally prohibit the immigration of Chinese
labourers in the interests and for the welfare of the said United Stafes of Ameriea, and
that in other parts of the British Empire the same evil has existed, and that the im-
position of a tax of $500 by the Australian colonies has been effectual in checking such
Chinese immigration, and that the petitioners believe that the imposition of a per capita
tax of 8500 would be efficacious in restricting the said immigration of Chinese, and the
petitioners pray parliament to grant relief for the existing evils.

Subsequent petitions of like purport were presented to parliament, and in the month

of May, 1900, two numerously signed petitions from tfe residents of British Columbia
to His Excellency the Governor General in Counecil were presented, representing that
between the first day of January and the last day of April, 4,669 Japanese Janded in
Victoria and Vancouver, and that during the same period 1,325 Chinese landed in
Victoria, making a total of nearly 6,000 within the short space of four months, and
alleging that the result is ‘that the province is flooded with an undesirable class of
peeple, non-assimilative and most detrimental to the wage-earning people of the province,
and that this extensive elass of Chinese Inbourers is also a menace to the health of the
community.’
The petitioners assert thet they are not unmindful of Imperial interests, and while
expressing feelings of the greatest loyalty to those interests, they respectfully call atten-
tion to what they call ¢. serious inroad to the people of that province, and they ask that
an Act may be passed prohibiting the immigration of the above-mentioned’ people to
Canada. That it has also been alleged in other communications on the subject
that there was a probability of great disturbarce to the economic conditions existing
in the province and of grave injury being caused to the working class by the large influx
of labourers from China and Japan, as the standard of living of the masses of the people
in those countries differs so widely from the standard prevailing in the province, thus
enabling them to work for a much less wage. That it is also urged that it is in
the interest of the Empire that the Pacific province of the Dominion should be occupied
by a large and thoroughly British population rather than by one in which the number
of aliens would form a larger proportion.

ACTION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA GOVERNMENT,

Since 1891 the Government of British Columbia have from time to time urgé‘d that
the ¢ Chinese Immigration Act of Canada’ be made more restrictive by increasing the

2 EDWARD VIi,, A, 1902
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capitation tax and decreasing the number each vessél is permitted to carry, or that
* their importation be prohibited.’ : :

These representatiozs were made from year to year with increasing force, both by
the Executive Council of the province and by resolition of the Tegislative Assembly.

In a report of the Committee of the Ionourable the Executive Council of March
2, 1899, it is pointed out that ‘during the fiscal year eading June 30, 1898, as shown by
the customs returns, no less a aumber than 2,263 Chinese immigrants paid the tax and
entered Canada through the ports of this province alone, the average for the past three
years being over 2,100 per annum, and declaring that :his enormous influx, together
with the present Chinese population of the vrovince, has aiready driven workingmen of
British race and blood out of many of the ‘fields of labour, and threatens beforo long,
if not stopped, to leave very little occupation remaining for the white labourer, and
recommends that the capitation tax should be increased to at least 8500.’ '

On Augest i 1900, the Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia approved of a
minute to the Privy Council submitting certain resolutions of the Legislative Assembly,
declaring ¢that in the opinion of this Houso the said Aect is ineffective and inadequate
to prevent Chinese immigration into Canada, and respectfully urging upon the Dominion
Government that the effective mode of dealing with the (question of restriction of Mon-
golian immigration into Canada would be by either increasing the emount of the per
capita tax to the sum of 500, or by the passing of an Act based on the lines of the
Natal Act known as the ‘ Immigration Restriction Act, 1897.’

Attention is also called to the many Acts passed by the Legislative Assembly of
the province declaring that Chinese or Japanese persons shall not be allowed to find
employment on works, the construction of which has been authorized or made possible
of accomplishment by certain privileges and franchises granted by the legislature,
which Acts have been disallowed by reason of the discrimination, including Japanese,

These are the statements and representations constituting the subject of inquivy by
your commissioners,

VISIT TO WASHINGTON.

Desiring to obtain the fullest information upon which had been based the legisla-
tion and treaty rights regulating the question of Chinese immigration aund exclusiou
from the "United States, Mr. Clute, accompanied by Mr. Simpson, the stenographer of
the Commission, left Toronio on October 11 for Washington, where they met Mr. Munn,
and by the courtesy of vavious officials of the United States Government obtained copies
of all state papers constituting the history of the Chinese immigration question in the
United States, including the ovidence tai:en and the reports made under the various
commissions, and the subsequent negotiations, treatiesand Acts of Cungress affecting the
same, and the report o the commissioner sent to Jap. 1 to inquire into Japanese immi-
gration. ’

VISIT TO BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Owing to the resignatiua of Commissioner Smith your commissioners were not, able
to proceed at tha. time further with the work of the Commission. Mr. Christopher
Fole'y having been appointed in the place of Mr. Ralph Spith, your commissioners met
at Vancouver on March 6, 1901, where interviews werc held with various persons
representing the different interests affected, and the nature of the evidence to be brought
before the Commission was fully considered. Yo v commissioners then proceeded to
Victoria where thoy arrived on March 9. '

Due notice was given in the newspapers of the sittings of the Commission,.and an

-~ invitation was extended to all who desired to give evidence to do so. The sittings of

the Commission at Victoria und elsewhere were held in the court-house by the courtesy
of the Honourable Mr. Eberts, Attorney General for the province, and the public and
the press were admitted, : :
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.- Your commissioners were attended-from the first by counsel: Mr. Charles Wilson,
e K.U, vepresenting tho Province of British Columbia ; Mr. J. M. Bradburn representing. .
) the Chinese, and Mr. R. Cassidy, K.C., representing the Japanese.

Counsel representing the different interests were consulted from time to time with
respect to the witnesses to be summoned, and were requested to suggest the names of
any witnesses whom they might think capable of giving importar* evidence from their
standpoint, and in every instance the attendance-of witnesses so . sgested was procured.

In order to solicit the fullest information and to indicate to witnesses the line of
inquiry, the following announcement was made by publication in the newspapers end

' free distribution :— B
“The commissioners appointed to inquire into Chinese and Japanese immigration
desire information upon the following points :—

Tt will be necessary to treat the various questions affecting Chinese and Japanese
immigration separately.
- The object of the commissioners in suggesting the following subjects, is to enable
o you to give themn consideration before giving evidence touching such of them asmay be
S within your knowledge, "™ T T
, . The commissioners wi
- bearing upon the subject.
1. The number of Chinese and Japanese in British Columbia.
2. What has been the annual immigration since 18841

1l greatly appreciate any information you may be able to give

,,,,, [ —

=3 From what elass in Cliina and Japan are thiey principally drawn, and what was
their condition before coming here
4. What is their character for honesty, obedience, diligence, thrift, sobriety and
morality, and keeping of coutracts?
5. How many are engaged in +—

{u.) The fishvries.

(5.} The mines, - ..

(c.) The lumber business.

(d.) Manufactures.

(e.) Farming and market gardening.
(/) Domestic service,

food, rent, &c. ?

- (g.) Other callings.
6. What is the difference in wages paid to Chinese and Jupanese, and to the wages
of white men in the same trade or calling?
7. Has any industry been called into existence by reason of their presence ; and,
if so, what industry, and how? T
8, Is there any industry dependent upon their labour for its continuance ; and, if
so, what industry, and why 1
9. How do they come, and under what terms
w10 What - proportionbring their wives,or-marry here; ornttend seliool or chiuiehes
or become Christians?. '
11, What is their standard of living, compared with that of the white population,

12. What is theit moral and physical condition, their habits of cleanliness, and
attention to sanitary regulations ! .

13. Do they live in difterent parts of the city or in aggregations ]

14. What effect has their residence in any place on the price of property in that

15. What proportion live in separate houses and have families 1

16. How many Chinese and Japanese women are therc in this province ; and for
what purpose and under what terms were they brought here 1 SR

17. . Ave men and women brought here under servile or other contracts? What is
their form and effect ? . .

18. How many Chinese companies or other associations are there; what is their
object? How do they affect immigration? Have the ¢six companies’ branches in
British Colwiubia
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19. Do Chinese or Japanese immigrants take any interest in our laws and institu-

“tions 1~ What proportion build up

20.- Do-they learn our language, customs, ha

homes and become permanent citizens or residents i

will eventua]l{ assimilate and become an integral part of

Europeans do

bits of living, and show signs that they

our race and nation, as

3]. How havo workmen been aftected by Chinese and Japaneso immigrants

respectively 1

93, How has Chinese and Japanese immigration affected

23, What proportion of Chineso and Japa

white immigration 1

nese return to their own country, and

what proportion of their earnings do they take with them? Do they enrich or impoverish

this country

94, Are the Chinese and Japanese ‘a menace to health 1’

25. Has trade and commerce

by Chinese and Japanese immigration 1

measures affect it {

And, if so, in what way 1

between Canada and China and Japan been affected

And how would restrictive or prohibitive

26. The effect of unlimited Chinese and Japanese immigration upon the country ¥ -

97, As-to the sufficiency of white labour to supply the
98, The criminal class amongst Chinese a

; the demands of the country
nd Japanese as comparéd with the white

population ; the nature of the offences ; the number of convictions, &c. 1

99. The relative amount of taxes paid compared
30. With whom do the Chinese and Japanese tra
country benefit, thereby 1 What proportion of

out of this conntry?

31. What proportion speak Englicl

1 and read end write English ?

with' their earning powerl
de ; and to what extent does the
their earrings do they send or take

'32. Do you make any distinction between Chinese and Japaness immigrantsi

33. Do you favour restriction
34. How do you propose to pr

The first sitting for the recep

at 10 am. The sccretary read the commissions,

or prohibitior. of this class

of immigrants1

ohibit with the existing treaties in force?

AT VICTORIA.

tion of evidence was held on Wednesday, March 13,

and the chairman briefly reviewed the

circumstances leading up to the appointment f the Commission. He referred to the

Commission of 1881 and the Act of 1885 and th
increased the tax from 250 to 8100. Repeated requests

been made both by petition from t

¢ amendments thereto, the last of which
for an increase in the tax had

he Legislature of British Columbia, and by residents

—andflabour‘unionsm.th&pm\'ince..Affhese_rﬁlnﬁbil&d__\,mén_!}mde since 1890, and finally

in 1000 an Act was passed increasing the tax from $30 to 8100 ; at the samo time the

Premier declared the intention of the Governm
_inquiry in‘o all matters affecting the subject of Orien

the origin of the Commission, which was niow convened,

ent to be to appoint a commission of
tal immigration. = This, then, was
-and the chairman-stated that it

was the desire of - the government and of tho commissioners that the fullest and freest
inquiry should be made. The Commission expected the cordial assistance, not only of

the provincial government, which had been in
of the inquiry, but of all parties Who could in any wa

Tt was the intention to treat the evidence as to the Chinese and Japanese separately, so

as to give an opportunity, not only to present facts rega
nationality a separate hearing. To assist in the inquiry t

a number of questions indicating
be thereby limited.

After reading the above announcement the chair

dividual or representing particular
mit evidence: Further, it was the

of those desiring to attend and give e
necessary for those who were unabl

rding each, but to give each
he Commission had prepared

the scope of the inquiry, which would not, however,

interests, would be given

4

man said anyone, whether an in-

the utmost libérty to sub-

desire of the commissioners to meet the convenience

vidence, so that they would hold night sessions if
o to attend in the daytime. He emphasized the

necessity of eliminating hearsay evidence and said it was not opinions so much that

“manuer respoasible for- the-institution— -
facilitato them in their labours.
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~ the-further taking of evidence at New
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on which the report of the Commission
could be based.

The commissioners decided to sit from 1

0 to 12:30 and from 2:30 to 5:30, but these
. hours were almost invariably extended to 1

o'clock and 6 o'clock respectively,

At Victoria 114 witnesses were examined. The Legislature being in session, many
prominent men were in attendance from various parts of the province and occasion wag
taken to obtain their evidence. More witnesses were offered than whose evidence could
possibly be taken without unduly lengthening the sittings, and selection was made after
consulting-counsel representing ‘tho” different interest Owing to the eflicient services
rendered by the secretary, the commnissioners were not delayed at any time for lack of
witmesses,

The evidence having been completed at, Victoria on the evening of the 9th, your
commissioners left for Nanaimo the following morring, where were examined 32 wit-
nesses, and concluded there on Tuesday, April 16,  Here the Commission were attended
Ly the same counsel, with the addition of Mr., James H. Simpson, ropresenting the
Chinese.

We left Nanaimo the next morning, arrivin
the Commission at 4:45 o'clock; attended by
and left for Vancouver Friday .the 19th. .

Arrived at Vancouver Saturday, April 20, attended by the following counsel : Mr.
Charles Wilson, K.C,, for the Province ; M J. G, Macdonell, representing the trades
unions ; Mr. R, Cassidy, K.C,, represe,nting

the Japancse, and Mr. A, D. Taylor, repre-
senting the Chinese-Board of Tride; At Vancouver 77 witnesses were examined. _

We left Vancouver on May 13 for New Westminster, and were attended by
counsel representing the province, the Chinese and Japanese, as before. Here 37 Wit~
nesses were examined,

On Monday, May 20, we visited some of the canneries
amined two witnesses, returning the same evening to_ N

g at Union in the afternoon and opened ...
“coinse! as before.  Examined 14 witnesses

on the Fraser River and ex-
ew. Westminster- -—Wo sat for
w Westminster until 12 noon of May 21, leaving
ing at 2 p.m. for Kamloops. Ninetcen witnesses were examined at Kamloops on the
21st, 22nd and 23rd. Leaving Kamloops on the morning of the 24th, we visited Ver-
non the same day, examined { witnesses and arrived at Revelstoke on Saturday the
26th ; examined 10 witnesses and left for Rossland on the morning of May 20 ; ex-
amined 11 witnesses at Rossland and left for Nelson on May 29 ; examined 7 witnessos
at Nelson and left for Sandon via Kaslo on May 30, where we examined 4 witnesses on
the 31st and returned to Kaslo by afterncon frain, Examined 5 witnesses a Kaslo

and closed the evidence at 10 p.m. of May 31, This concluded the taking of evidence
in_British Columbia, .~ . .

2 EDWARD VIl A: 1902 - —

From Kaslo we proceeded to Seattle on June 1
(Sunday), aud on the 3rd held interviews with the pres
ber of Commerce ; visited three lumber mil
‘secetary of the city labour bureau,

» where we arrived on the 2nd
ident and secretary of the Cham-
Is and interviewed the managers ; and also the
and the secretary of the trades and labour council,

aud left the following morning for Fairhaven, where we arrived Tuesday, June 4.
‘,}_{9"99!@}_'5)\31ntcom_we_werefengagmi “all “day—im “visiting canneries and mills and
taking the statements of the managers,

We left Fairhaven on \Vednesday, June 5, and arrived at Vancouver on the same
day, and on the foliowing dey, by request, hears . af

gument of counsel representing the
Chinese, the Japanesc, and the Province of Rritish Columbia, Our inquity was con-
tinued at Portland nnd San Francisco, these two cities being the chief centres of Chinese
population on the coast, oy o

At San Francisco much valuable infuimiation was obtained in regard to the
canneries on the Sound and in Alaska, and .t - whi

:¥bat ¢xtent Chiness labolir was there
employed.  The mayor of the city, the lalpur Commissioner, and the Chinese immigra-
tion commissior-, qve very full information bearin upon the different phases of the
Chinese question.  1'his concluded the taking of evigence on the coast.
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..... . THE COMMISSION or 1884.

A reference 1nay. be had to the réport of “tho Commiission of 1881 for a more
extensive review of such suestions.as the worship of ancestors, system of education, sale
of offices, &c., in China.

It has been the aim of the present Commiusion to gather all the facts obtainable ag
to the number of Chiness and Japanese in the country, the quality of the immigrant, the

" ¢lass to which he belongs, his "habits and standard of living.in his own country, the =~ =~
object he has in emigrating to this country, his manner of life here, how far, if at all,
he is & menace to health, and his social and moral condition as a factor in the well-
being of the commonwealth, to what extent he has takea part in and is essential to the
development of the great natural resources of the province, the clearing and cultivation
of the land, the fisheries, the mines and the lumber industries, and to other trades and
callings in which he finds employment, and the nature and extent of such employment ;
and to consider the question having relation to these facts, and from a national stand-
point. . ‘

— S --It-was thought expedient-as-far-as-possible to treat the questions of Chinese and -~ - -
Japanese immigration separately. The commissioners will, therefore, deal in the first

" “place with the question of Chinese immigration.

~ CHAPTER (L—THE CHINESE IMMIGRANT,
EARLY IMMIGRATION.

The first immigration in any consjderable numbers of Chineso into British Columbia
. occurred in the early sixtics, at the time of the gold excitement. in Cariboo, whenmany
T 7 of them engaged in'the placer mines in that district, and a few have continued there
ever since.
By the census of 1880-81 the total population of Chinese in Canada is gjven as
4,383, of which 4,350 are credited to British Columbia, 22 to Ontario, 7, to Quﬂ)ec and
4 to Manitoba. : :

THEIR INCREASE.

During the period from 1881 to- 1884 the Canadian Pacific Railway was in course
of construction and large numbers of Chinese were brought over by contract to work on
the Onderdonk section of the railway. According to a Chinese compilation made in
1884 theve were in the province of British Columbia 9,629 Chinese labourers ; of theso
3,510 were engaged on railway construction. Victoria is credited with 1,767, New
‘Westminster 1,680, and Nanaimo 168. . ,

The census of 1891 gives the total number of Chinese in Canada as 9,129 ; of these
- g ———-8,910-were in British Columnbia,;-97-in-Ontario, - Quebec - 36, Manitoba 31, New -Bruns-
wick 8, Nova Scotia 5, Prince Edward Island 1, and the Territories 41.

It will be seen from the above thet the large influx of Chinese into British
Columbia during the building of the Canadian Pacific_Railway was . pretty._well. . .
absorbed ; nearly all apparently remsining in the country, or others coming in to take

their place. .
In 1901 the total number. of Chinese in Canada js given by the census as 16,792,
. distributed as follows :—-
British Columbia.. ........ .. ... .. i, *14,376
Ontario..............oou et et e 712
QUEbee ... i e e s 1,044
Manitoba ..........oo oL S 206

i . * Incomplete,
¥ h
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New Brunswick ......................... e 59
NovaSeotia ... ...................... . S e 104

Prince Edward Istand ........... ., P P 9% .
The Territories............. e e v, 287 -

Of the above in British Columbia 2,716 reside at Victoria, 2,011 at Vancouver,
604 ut Nanaimo, 505 at Union, 738 at New Westminster, 241 at Rossland, and 391 at
Nelson.

Nore.—These figutes from the census do not agree with the Eéurﬁ obtained earlicr from the Chinese
Boards of Trade, nnguwhich have been tized elsewhere in this report.

The relative increase in e population of British Columbia will be seen from the
following table :—-

Whites and Indians. Chinese. Japancse.
I8 ..o 49,459 4,350
13173 I 89,263 8,910 e
1900.................... ' 157,816 114,376 - 4,678

WHERE THEY COME FROM.

Nearly all come from the six or eight connties in the province of Kwang-tung in
the vicinity of Canton. This province contains an area variously estimated at from
.. ... cighty to_ninety. thousand square miles, and a population - of -ever twenty - millions,-
Those who come to Canada are mostly of the coolie class, or farm labourers. The farms
are swmal!, usually from a half to ten acres.
.

COST OF LIVING IN CHINA.

According to the witness Mr. Mclean, who had lived many y2ars in China (and
who assisted counsel for the Chinese and was present throughout the investigation, and
entirely favourable to them), the houses are described s costing in owr money from &5
to 15 ; the whole furniture would not exceed 85, and & man supportsa family on 82 or
£3 amonth. ¢ Lots of these coolies, 40 or 50, live together, and are boarded for 50 much
a month.  Rice is the staple diet.’ :

Gordon W. Thomas, superintendent of mines for seyen and a-half years, now gardener
and rancher, and caretakter of the cemetery, who, though engaged “at present in what
might be called a humblo employment, is a man of largo experience and travel, and spoke

—— from_personal_knoiledga of ¢ 1e-Ghinese;—such-as—come—here, im—Clins, and froma
personal éxperience of 20 years in British Columbia, says: As far as my observations
go I think they are a very undesirable race to be brought into this country. From my
personal knowledge we get the largest majority from the lowest order of coolie labour
from China, and I say that because I have been in China myself. I have seen them
there and I have seen them here. I say from my personal knowledge that they come
from the coolie class. There may be some from the small favmer cliss. I mean  the
lowest order of society or people in China from the cities, There is & cldss of farm
labourers alsn, and those ave the people who take hold of that class of work here. They

. live here just as they live there, - .

-~ - Lee Mon Kow; Chinese interpreter for the Dominioii Goviérnment, and who has

! resided for 18 years in British Columbia, says: I figure there are about 14,000 or

15,000 Chinese in Canada ; in British Columbia about 13,000. There are no. Chinese
brought out under contract now. There have been no slave girls brought out since 10

) - years ago when the Home was started (that is the Methodist Home for Chinese and

; * Japanese girls). There were two or three cages of slave girls, but the Chinese don’t call

; it slave. The woman agrees to come out. 'The man pays her, or perhaps pays her debt,

and she sells herself until the debt is paid.

+Incomplete, estimated at 16,000,

AT -




\ X
) N el
ON (EIIINESE‘ANFJAPX‘.\‘ESLLIMM'IGRATlt)ﬁ’f’;f R 9

T T SESSIONAL PAPER No. 5%

L
WAGE3 IN CHINA.

... Bearing upon the question of wages, the following quotation from ¢ The Real China- .
man’ by Chester Holcombe, for many years interpreter, Secrotary of Tegation and - oo oo
Acting Minister of the United States at Pckin, will throw light upon this important

question. *The word * poverty ’ does not convey at all the same idea in the two countries.

In America a man is called poor who has a family to support upon earnings of perhaps

of $2 & day. In China such a man would be looked tpon as living in the very lap of .
luxury. Here when the labouring inan” cantiot afford meat twice daily he and those

dependent upon him are supposed to be upon the verge of hardship and destitution.

Meat is cheaper there than here. A labourer thece receiving what he eonsiders good

wages cannog afford to eat a pound in a month.  Poverty here means a narrow and

limited supyply of luxury. There it means actual hunger and nakedness, if not starvation

within sight.

SKILLED LABOURERS.

«Skilled labourers in China earn from 10 to 30 cents insilver each day, the average
coming below 20. “Unskilled labourers or men who, in the expressive languagy of the
country, sell their strength, earn from 5 to 10 cents each day, the average not rising
above 2{' “This meagre sum in a country, where bachelors ancfold maids are unknown,
must furnish the entire support of the man himself and from one to four or five other

-~ persons.—I-have -often-hired a special- messenger-to travel a distance of 30 miles for 8

cents. Boatmen are regularly hired to track a native boat, pulling it against the stremn T

from Tientsin to Tungcho, a distance of 125 miles, for 50 cents and their food one way.

H They make the return journey on foot, that is, they travel a greater distance than that

separating Boston and New gork for 50 cents in silver, and one-half of their food. To

an immense number of the people failure of work for one day carries with it as an inevi-

table sequence failure of any sort, of food for the same period. From the prices paid for

labour, a8 given abuve, it is not a difficult matter to estimate the extremely narrow

limits within which the daily expenditures of & majority of the four hundred-millions of

Chinese must be kept. The difficulty lies in discovering how they live at all.

THEIR FOOD.

i “Their daily food consists of rice steamed, cabbage boiled in an unnecessarily large
quantity of water, and for a relish a fow bits of raw turnip pickled in a strong brine.
8 When disposed to be very extravagant and reckless of expense they buy a cash worth
of driod watermelon sceds and munch them as a dessert. In summer they eat raw———
cucumbers, skin, prickles and all, raw carrots or turnips, or perhaps a melen, not wast-
ing the rind. ~ In certain parts of the empire wheat, tlour, oat or cornmea) take the
Y place of rice. ~-With-this variation the description answers with entire anrcuracy for the
food consumption of the great masses of the Chinese people, not for the beggars or the
very poor, but for the-common classes of industrious workingmen and their families,
whether in the great cities;or in the rural distriots.)— — S e

Rev. A. H. Smith, 21 years a missionary of tho-American Board in Chins, in
¢Chinese Charscteristics,” says: ‘One of -the-first things.which impress the traveller in
China is the extremely simple diet of the people. The vast bulk of the population seems
to depend upon a few articles, such as rice, beans in various preparations, millet, garden
vegetables, and fish. These, with a few other things, form the staple of countless mil-
: lions, supplemented it may be on the feast days, or other special occasions, with & bit of
. meats

¢ Now that so much attention is given in Western lands to the contrivance of wa{s

in which to furnish nourishing food to the very poor, at a minimum cost, it is not with-
out interest to learn the undoubted fact that, in ordinary years, it is in Chira quite pos-
sible to furnish wholesome food in abundant quantity at a cost for each adult of not
more than two cents a day. . ,
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‘In the _t_lgzthcrn,pnrtsnLChilmAtlmhors'er the mile, the ox, and the donkey are in
o universal use, and in large distriots the camel is made to do full duty. Doubtless it wil]
s appear to some of our readers that, economy is carried too far, when wo mention that it
is the general practice to eat all these animals as soon as the}' expire, no matter whether

This"is done as a matter of
course, and occasions no remark whatever, nor is the habit given up because the animal
may chance to have died of some epideaic malady, such as the pleuro-pneumonia in cattle,

. Such meat is not considered 50 wholesome as that of animals which have died of other
discases, and this truth is recognized in the lower scale of prices asked for it, but it ig
all sold, and is all eaten. Certain disturbances of the human organizations into which
* such discased meat has entered are well recognized by the people, but it is doubtless
considered more economical to eat the meat at the reduced rates, and run the risk of the
consequences, which, it should be said, are by no means constant. Dead dogs and cats
are subject to the same Processes of absorption as dead horses, mules and donkeys. Wo
have_been personally cornizant of soveral cases in which viilagers cooied and'ate do
which had been purposely poisoned by strychnine to get rid of them, On one of these
oceasions some one was thoughtful emdugh to consult a foreign physicinn as to the pro-
bable results, hut as the animal wag ‘already in the pot,’ the survivors could not make
up their mindi to forego the luxury of a feast, and no harm appeared to come of their
indulgence.

*The Chinese constantly carry their economy to the point of depriving themselves
of food of which they are really in need, They see nothing irrational in this, but do it
a3 a matter of course, A good example is given in Dr. B.C. Henry's ¢ The Cross and
the Dragon,’ He was carried by three coolies for five hours a distange of-twenty-three - — -

__Miles, his_bearers ~then-returning -t Canton to get the breakfast which wag furnished
- them, Forty-six miles before breakfast, with a heavy' load half the way, to save
five cents, i

‘In another case two chair coolies had gone with & chajr thirty-five miles, and were
returning by boat, having had nothing to eat since ¢ ., rather than pay three cents
for two large bowls of rice, The boat ran aground, and did not reach Caiton till 2:p.m,,
next day.  Yet these men, having gono twenty-soven hours without foud, carrying a
load thirty-five miles, offered to take Dr. Henry fifteen miles more to Canton, and but
for his baggage would have done so,’

So important is the question of how these people live in China, what in short it
costs to produce a competitor of white labour here, and what he can live upon in this
country, that a few quotations from the evidence Mmay not be out of place :-—

Ewen W, MacLean, born in Japan, lived ten vears in China, Chinese interpreter,
says: The Chinese labourers come from eight districts in the province of Kwang-tung,
similar to what we call counties here. It is one of the most thickly-settled provinces
in China, a good agricultuml_,,d_istrict-.-_The—principal'produ—ct_ns rice. Theso counties

—arrallwdjacent to cach other, There aro differont dialects in‘ these cight counties, A

farm would bo from four to six or ten acres. That would supply two or three_genora-
tions, grandfather and his sons and their sons :nd their wives and children, in a collection -~ —
of houses under one control.—-The-oldest falg ‘mensher 8 in control aud the grand:
mother if the grandfather dies, and this would apply to the father and mother. The 3
house jsa one-storey brick structure, usuall made ofy bric, 2*-of blueish-clay,adurable—
¢LﬁglLu£hlueishrcolonnmﬂittle'iﬁr‘géi’th?ﬁ%ﬁrm The root s brick tiles, and floor, _
&e., brick or clay, according to” their abilit to have it. I have never -visited “any of *
these eight counties: - -1 don’t know what the buildings there are like. They havs no
heating apparatus, no stoves. . _Their cooking is done in an outer building in small terrg -
“¢otta stoves. “There s no way of heating the houses, The furniture consists of tables,
if a small place one table, if larger, two; stools without back, ancestral tablet and altar.
This reom would be 10 by 12 feet ; sitting room and dining room ; two or three sleeping
apartments. The rooms are not, large, four by eight or five by eight feet. That room
would be occupied by farmer and his wife ang small children. Board hed made out of
planks and matting over it, like the mattin you put on floors. The covering is & quilt
made out of cotton batting. Generally a little window, a wardrobe like g cupboard

e L e R g gy A
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— ""Wiﬁrdmf,‘glamd;womd?omrar's?ﬁmd,'“32,—‘tzsble’,‘$2m'ssratmlﬁ;:}o‘mﬁ()wms,
apicce, washstand, 30 cents. That would fairly describe the house of the farmer class.
from whom these Chinese are drawn. These prices would represent Moxican money,
I can't tell the kind of buildings occupied by those who come here. The common -
labourer gets #6-a month silver; that is 33-of our- money. -Wages here- is ‘enormously -~ -
higher than there. You would live there forabout 84 a month and live well. e would.
live witli 8 number of men. Lots of these coolies, 40 or 50, live together, and are
boarded for so much a month. Rice is the staple diet.
Alfred Dyer, an £nglishman by birth, a journalist by profession, says : I have
been a resident in China and pretty well all over tho Orient and in Japan, from 1881 to.
1895. I know how the people are engaged over there to come here, at Hoi.g Kong and
Singapore. There are certain houses that are known as barraccon houses. They are
emigration agencies in a sense. There has been full legislation applicable to them. - The
keeper of the house is usually a servant of a Chinese Company. He from time to time
procures by means of sub-agents sent into villages or ocities where labour is congested, to:
. get emigrants, These places are principally Swatow, Amoy, Fou Chow, Macoe, Canton
and Hainan. These aro the exporting planes. These cities are in the south of China,
along the Coast and the Delta land, very highly cultivated and very densely populated.
There would be a surplus there naturally under such zonditions. _T{xe men 'lmving heen
recruited are hrought down to these houses and are locked up in them, and meuey is
paid covering the expenses of recruiting, the head tax, if any, plus an advance to his
" family, which the emigrant invariably demands. It ie wove than doubtful if the
emigrant really knows where he is going. He gets in the harracoon house and that is
.. the end. _All this is fully set forth in blugbooks on the subject by the Colonial Govern-
ment. The Hong Kong books will show you, or the Straits Settiements. The English
official called the protector of Chinese would give the information. Well, then, it is a
matter which country wanta them. Wherover they are wanted they go. Take thg
tobacco plantations in Sumatra. The coolie enters into a written contract for two years
that he shall serve at a certain rate of wages, and that the advance of his employer,
which in that case amounts to $40 or &50, shall be deducted. He is then free, if he is
clear of debt, to enter into a fresh agreement. I know of no such contract with those
coming into British Columbia, but when I was in Hong Kong, of their coming here in
that way, I never heard it disputea. Moreover, the coolie has not got the monoy. -Fhe—-—-
Emigrant Company get what they can. It is a mere mauter of Vargain. The man who
completes the ecntract pays the company who has them. Say I want 100 coolies, I go
to an agent and ask what he wants, expecting to pay anywhere between $4,000 and
£5,000, and L in turn makes his bargain with the opwner of the barracoon house.
When I get the coolies I deduct his commission out of their earnings.
. he compulsion 13 the urgency of his need. It was about 1895 the last I saw of it.
—§ —1tisimpossible forthe-Chinese to pay his-ownrpassuge. —He could not doit-—He-comes————
because of the demand. T don’t believe they or their fathers or brothers pay their way.
I don’t give it credit in the least. The term ‘coolie’ is used and applied to these various.
Q] emigrants. It is not necessarily a term of reproach. The question of barracoon houses.

grew so large that they held. a commission on them. To my certain knowledge the
Empercer’s decree is. disregarded. I lived in the Chinese quarters in Swatow and. '
_§— __ _Canton..._The people wha come here if they can get_work _home, their earnings would
not be over 84 a month, Mexican, that i3 2 of our money. The domestic servant is of
..-.a.class above the average of the Chinese. . A carpenter would get from 15 to 30 cents.
Mexican silver a day, t%m.t is from 7} to 15 cents. Houses are all small, one story, and
are built of varying material, mud, cement and oyster shells. "Inside either an earthen
floor or tiles most usually or boarded. There aro always three rooms, ~First, one
% . general room, one women's'room, and a guest room for men. The furniture is the same

as in Chinatown. You find adobe and half burnt brick. Such a house would cost 80
or 830 in Mexican silver. . This room (the court room, about 30 by 50) would ‘make — -
four houses, The allowance i1. Canton jail to the jailor per head was 30 cash, equal to
3 cents a day Mexican silver, that is 1} cents a da; for eachinmate. Hodoes live upoux
3 cents a day Mexican silver. The idea is communal. One sees a whole lot of planta-

\
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t-ms and & village is communal.  Liviog in the house would be the father and the sons
and their wives.  The custom and laws permit more than one wife when no son is horn,
The average holdings is from a half acre up, almost wholly rice lands. The rice would
not be for their own consumption. They grow a better rice than other places. Their
clothing is homespun and home-dyed, very very cheap indeed. A man and his wife and
two children could live on four Mexican silver dollars, that is two dollars a month.
Gordon W, Thomas, ahove quoted, says: I have resided in British Columbia
twenty years. From my personal knowledge we -get the largest majority of Chinese
froim the lowest order of coolie labour, and I say that hecause I have been in China
myself ; have seen them there and have seen them here. This coolie labour comingfrom
- === - China;=thereis a" company seniding” thein here.  They pay their passage and head
: money coming into the country ; then they have to serve them till this money is refunded.
I know by what I was informed in Canton by Chinese merchants. That was in 1874.
_ I-only know what took place then ; not now. I say from my personal knowledge of
; them that they come from the coolie class. There may be some from the smallfarmers’
; class. T mean the lowest order of society or people in China from the cities. Thero is
a class of farm labourers also and those are the people who take hold of that class of
work here. Their home life is just like it is here. They ate the filthirst, dirtiest race I
: ever saw.  They have little huts and some lnok like mud huts. T was never in a house
! outside the city. .
The Rev. Lewis W, Hall, Chinese missionary at Union Mines, says: I can speak
the Chinese language. 1 learned it in Canada.” I wasin China two years. I know
from the district they come from. The coolie class border along Hong Kong. I asked
- them where they came from. I never was in a farmer's house in China. .

At 2} cents per day the cost of living for 365 dayrs would be %9 12}, Thelabourer’
income at 5 cen's per day for 300 days would be 813 ; from which deduct the cost o-
living for 365 days at ‘2% cents per day, or £9.121, and we Sind- that the labourer receives

as a result of his yearly carnings §5.88.  Is it_advisable that_the labourer-of this——
ceuntry shall be brought into competition with such conditions?

Having seen the class from which the Chinese immigrant is chiefly drawn and his

condition in China, let us examine his mode of life and occupations after he arrives in
this country.

OCCUPATIONS,

The following siatement was compiled by the Chinese Board of Trade of V ictoria
at the request of the commissioners :—

X : BN No. of

I Chinese.
Merchants ..........oooooiioi o 288
Wives of merchants and labouvers ..., .......... .. NN 92
Male native-born children...,.................... ... " © 63
Female native-born children. ... .... ... e i, 82
Donestic cooks and servants employed by whites........... 530
Market gardeners ... .. e e e e N 198
Sewing machine operators and tailors..... ........ .. . . 84
Saw-mill hands. .. ... L T 48
Cannery men............. e 886
Laundrymen (employed in 40 wash houses)................. 197
Miscellaneous labourers employed............. ... . 638
‘ do do  wnemployed...................... 173
Females, no occupation whatever... . ................ ... 4

Total .o.ev oo 3,263
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Chinese householders of different classes in the city of Victoria, B,U. -

Merchants’ families ... ... ..o i i 15
Labourers’ famflies .. ... i e e 28
Ministers’ families ...... o0 Lol ii e 1
Intorpreters’ familica. ... ..o e 2
- e 7 I R R . "Ii}
The above households include :

s A R ST WIVeS G v i e e e e e, 1
LADGULETE v iveenroettianoinneasanneannasnnnaces 28
Ministers’ L T R 1
Interpreters’ © ......ooveiiiiiiiiiies e e 2
Children, native born, males. ... ..o 63
Children, native born, females..... ..o cennerre enn 82

otal .o oot visereeras cnansane e 237

FEW FEMALES,

It thus appears that out of a population of 3,273 there-um--é,-l%%- adult-males; of - .

these 92 have wives in Canada, and of the 92, 61 are merchants, 1 a minister, 28 labour-
ers and 2 interpreters. The disproportion of males to females'is even greater in other
places than in Victoria.

In Vancouver there are 2,053 males and 27 females, of whom 16 are wives of mer-
chants, 8 of labourers, 1 of a minister, and 2 of interpreters. )

. In many towns and villages there are no Chinese women in a_population of several

hundred Chinamen. Of a total population of 16,000 (estimated) Chinese in British

Columbia, there are 122 Chifese children attending - the- public--schools, distributed as .

follows :—
CHILDREN ATTENDING PUBLIC SCHOOIS.
. Chinese
Ch‘lnese Chikziren
. . population { attendin
City or District.  Civen Publiog
by Chinese | School.
Victoria .. feeees 3,283 29
VADCOUVET. . ve vonese cova-snrrors . C e 2,053 26
Now Westininster..oooovvaeves - e . 748 6
Nanaimo and District.... Ve 1,169 5
New Westminster District 32
Comox. Ceee s 2
Yale... . Catiinated 9
CATIDOO v v v s eeennsaasesansnsss tas foseaisasesiassiseisonts comentreres . al 5
Lillooett  ......covvvnvens .. 8,700 3
Kast Kootenay ........ .. l 3
Weat Kootenay..co. coorsrv-ses eevasnrsenonatas mots seeesneee on . 2
Total...c..on BT U R P POTSP PRSP 15,042 122

The total. population of British Columbia, exclusive of Chinese, is 161,272 ; of these
54,500 are adult males, and 30,000 adult females, and 23,615 -attend "Public- School: -
SNotc———These figures aro estimated from partial census returns and statements obtained.
rom Chinese.) ' ‘ o
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It will be scen from the above that for every adult male th
and applying this ratio to the Chinese it should represent a Chinese population of about
48,000, of whom at least 5,300 should be children attending the Public School ; or to
put it in another way, supposing the places of 3,000 Chinese in Victoria were filled b
white adult males, wnder normal conditions, this ought to represent approximately a
population of from ten to twelve thousand, equal to half the present population of Vic-
toriz, attending our schools and churches, building up homes, and filling all the condi.
tions of citizenship, and yielding that mutua] support to all avocations and trades neces-
sary to the healthy growth of the community.. It is rather 4 startling fact to consider
that what ought to be a mixed population of men, women and children of say ten or_
twelve thousand souls, is represented by some three thousand adult
life, no homes, no wife or ¢ ildren, taking no part in civicGov@fnYnent, nor interest in
our laws and institutions. What applies-to Victoria, as above indicated, applies with
equal force to the Chinese throtighout the Province of British Columbia, :

"The number of Chinese in British Columbia does not conve an accurato idea of
the extent to which the white population is being replaced by Chinese. Inga population’
exclusively white you would have not only their families as above indicated, but the
increase occasioned by their presence to- supply their wants. -

ere.are three inhabitants,

CHAPTER III.;;I‘IIP]II{ UNSANITARY CONDITION,

== The sanitary-inspector of Victoria, James Wilson, referring to Chinatown, stated
that last year we burned down over 100 buildings—old wooden buildings, They (the
‘Chinese) ?md a great habit of boring holes in the floor and allowing waste water to 0
through until the ground was saturated with filth.  Would find half an inch of filth in
the hall and stairway. The beds are clean, There is & continual disregard of sanitary
regulations. T
Robert Marrion, health officer for the city of Vancouver for the last six years, said
that with the oxception of the laundries and ({omestic servants, the Chirese in the city
practically confine themselves to Chinatown, Their method of living was totally
different to that of white people and they

scarcely patronize any but their own stores,
Their food consisted of rive, Chinese preserved ducks, eggs, vegetables, &c. The China.

man can live on a few cents a day. They herded together and cooked in one roomn. He
described some of the lodging houses :—The Armstrong lodging house was a two storey
brick building with 27 roomg upstairs.  The rooms were 20 feet long, 13 feet wide, and
10 feet high, and were capable of holding six persons in each, according to the bf'-law.

his was one of the best lodging houses in the cjt - When visited the other night all
the rooms with but two exceptions were

occupied by more than six people.  The furni.

ture of a room would consist of a table, six bunks, and a stove ; no more. As a rule

i per who leased the building from the

owner. The amount paid was $3 per month per room, or fifty cents per month for each

occupant, provided no more than the Proper number were allowed to use it.
a fair example of the manner of living among the working China nen,

"hen one got among the poorer classes one would find conditions worse, The by-

lew had been created to prevent the over-crowding which had existed, Most dificalty

form to the by-law, They appeared to be
2 tax. -

This was

On Carrall street there was & house of 19 rooms for b0 persons.  With very few
~oxceptions these rooms were filled to the by-law limit, ; E
The rents there varied from $2.50 to 23 per month,

In 1896 the city had to destroy saveral rows of Chinese houses owing to their filthy
condition, and for the last threo years it has been compelled to burn some of their houses
0N acount of their dirty condition.

Chinese quartel;s were vile, and one could
hardly pass through the quarter without hol

ding-one's nose, Tt was very difficult to get

*Chinese to adopt sanitary methods, oven'when every convenience was provided,

males, with nofamily
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- CHINATOWN.

In Victoria ‘Chinatown’ proper is located well within the city limits, having
unusually favourable surroundings and occupying about four blocks, in which space are
gathered 3,280 reople, except in the summer season when many are engaged in the can-
neriea.

Procuring the services of a guide, your Commissioners proceeded to investigate by
i actual observation to what extennt the statements made by the press and the different

witnesses examined were capable of verification. I
It soon became evident that our_coming had been anticipated i ¢rowds of Orientals
——— rapidly gathered on the streets, closely watching our every movement ; partinlly dried
floors, small pools of wate: standing in the alleyways being suggestive of a very recent
general cleaning up. .
Entering a large mercantile house, in the rear of which is located the largest opium
factory in the Dominion, we were met at the door by the proprietor, who received our
visit most cordially. A large stock of goods occupied the shelves on each side of the
room. Accepting an invitation extended to us by the proprietor, we were admitted into
that gentleman’s private apartments, consisting of four rooms well furnished after the
Oriental stvle. Here we we:s introduced to his family, consisting of wife and three
small children. The surroundings here were sufficiently neat and orgerly to satisfy even
the most fastidious taste. '

CHINESE BOARDING HOUSE OF THE BEST CLASS. -

' Our next visit was to a typical Chinese boarding house, occupied, we were told, by
the better class of Chinese labourers, cooks and domestics. Ascending & narrow stair-
way we enter what had apparently oiice been a large room, some 18 x 30 feet, with a 10

_foot ceiling, but which had an additional floor, occupying a position nearly midway
between the floor and the ceiling, thus making two stories out of one. " The lower floor ~ =~~~ 7
was divided off into small rooms reached by a number of narrow hallways, cach room
containing three low bunks covered with a Chinese mat. In many cases a double tier
of these bunks was observed. The covering, in a moderately clean condition, consists of
a mat nnd one or two quilts. The second or upper floor was reached by a short stair-
way. Here no attempt seems to have been made at a division of space, at least by.
partitioning, but at intervals a small mat is spread out on the floor with some regularity,
by which each individual is enabled to locate his own particular claim. In many cases
aven & third floor exists, reached usually by a narrow ricketty stairway, into which the
occupant crawls upon his hand aad knees. Here we found an almost entire absence of
light and ventilation, the occupants using a small smoky, open lamp, to discover their

respective locations, the fumes from which add to the discomfort of the surroundings.

-The conditions ns to style of dwellings described here conveys some idea of the close
economy of these people in small things which enables them to live at but a fraction of
the expense necessary for the maintenance of cur people of the same class,

OF THE COMMON LABOURER.

We next visited the houses (if so they may be called) of the common coolie, or what
would be the common labouring class with us, whose homes are invariably located in
the centre of the block, surrounded by Chinese business houses. These dwellings are of

—the most primitive character, one storey high, usually containing one small window, and
often but one_small pane of glass. The material used in construction is the commonest
rough lumber, with no attempt at architectural design or taste, sinply thrown together
as if intended for but temporary occupation, somewhat resembling a railroad or lumber-

- man’s camp, and certainly no improvement upon either.

-——-—— ... Entering a long, dark, narrow alleyway, our guide leading the way by strikinga - -

match at intervals, stumbling along over a muddy, uneven walk, the faint glimmer of a
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light appears in the distance, emanating from a small, dirty window, casting a yellow
glow upon the sn:oky aad soot-covered walls on the opposite side of the alley, revealing
s net-work of small, partly ‘¢overcd passageways leading in all directions through this
human beehive. .

Approaching an entrance, our guide at, length located the. latch, and unannounced,
rudely pushes open the door. We enter a small 10 x 10 foot room without a ceiling,

A small table occupies the centre of the room, upon-which-stamis asmall, open, badly

_ smoking-oil-lamp-;-st-its side'an opium bowl containing a thick, dark substance resemb-

ling coal tar, which is being stirred at intervals by one of the occupants of the room,
with a small iron spoon.

Three low bunks surround the room {often a double tier of them), covered with the
usual Chinese niat, no other covering being observable ; which, with a stove used in com-
mon, a few dishes, a stool or two and some shelviug constitute the furniture of the room.
The walls are blackened with smoke that is constantly drifting aiound the room. The
walls and floor, which are composed of rough lumber, are absolugely bare, and the starry
heavens are observable at intervals through the roof. The bunks are all occupied, some
of the occupants apparently sound asleep, others gazing vacantly, others again turn an
idiotic gnze upon you, but each hugging his pipe with a smile of security and content,
Here again we found an entire absence of any attempt at ventilation so characteristio
of those people.  Tha atmosphere of the room’ is fairly stifling, the smoke from the oil
lamp intermingling with that of the opium, constitutes an atmospheric condition well
calculated to prevent a prolonged visit

The opium habit amony the Chinese seems nearly as common as the tobacco smok-
ing habit with us.

The conditions above described are. worse in Vancouver, but would be a fair aver-
age in most of the cities and towns visited, and will convey a fairly accurato idea of the
habits and social conditions of the Chinese in the lavger centres of population in British
Columbia. What the condition of ‘ Chinatown’ was hefore the general clearing out and
burning of the old buildings as above deseribed must be left to the imagination of the

reader._ . I .

Ot home life, except among the merchant class, there is none.
ARE THEY A MENACE TO HEAUTH ]

The doctors unanimously concur .n the opinion that they are. Ductor O. Meredith
Jones says: The sanitary conditions have improved in the last year. Before that the
dwellings were overcrowded and dirty ; the numerous alleyways were undermined with
pools of water. I have been asked to see five cases of leprosy.. No case of lepros
among the whites. I think it would be a good thing for the country to restrict ; {
would diminish the number coming in. The manures they use on their vegetables are
very dangerous.

Dr. Roderick Fraser, Medical Health Qfficer of Victoria, says: ‘Chinatown’ is not
as clean a part of the city as other parts, although it is much cleaner now than it was
sorie years ago. The whole of ¢Chinatown’ is governed by by-laws the same as any
other part of the city, but it takes more to enforce the sanitary regulations there than
in a similar avea in any other part of the city. ‘

Q. Can you give instances I—A. I cannot give particular instances.

Q. Why are they less sanitary than others; do they not use water closets1—A. -
They use them in & way ; but the closets are not attended to as they should be, and
they soon get clogged up ; if & closet in a house inhabited by white people gets clogged
up,.they will have it remedied at once ; but the Chinese are very indifferent ; if he can
use the yard, or let the closet overflow, he is likely to do so.

Q. Have you known instances of their removing t..¢ closets —A. No; ) venot
known them to remove them ; but when they become blocked, I have known them to
ceut a hole in the corner of the room and use it as a urinal. — :

Q. Do you regard the presence of the Chinese as a menace to-the health of the
city I—A. I do. :
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Q. Why 1—A. Well, the Chinese are generally dirtier than the whites. That is a
general statement, but it is a correct one.  One reason is this, if the Chinese had a case
of smallpox in the house his first action would be to conceal it, and he would not take
any precautions to prevent the spread of the disease.

there are four lepers on Darcy Island.

Q. Any others 1—A. Fourteen months ago one went from Sydney, and is there
now.

Q. Is there much danger from leprosy here 1--A. No, I do not think so; with the
precautions taken at Williams Head, the quarantine station, the chances of leprosy
spreading among white people or becoming general among the Chinese population of
this province are very remote * * .

Q. Is it not a fuct that although living in close proximity to each other, it’ does
not appear to have any great effect on their gener lloa{)th 1—A. Ithink it does ; I think
the Chinese are more unhealthy as a class than thé same class of white people ; T think
the places they live in, with the vitiated atmosphere they breathe, the bad surroundings
generally in which they live, have, tr.d must necessarily have, a deleterious effect on their
health. , ‘

Q. Would you go so far as to say that it produces disease of n more dangerous
. character —A. Tt is a good field for consumption ; it is very dangerous for the public
at large to have people who live in such a vitiated atmosphere going around the city
expectorating on the sidewalks, and the like ; the Chinese are very carcless as to this;
the Chinese are good subjects for consumption ; the streets of Chinatown are frequently
slippery from expectoration.,

Dr. Alfred T. Watt, the Superintendent of Quarantine for British Columbia, in
describing the ordinary coolie, says : Their clothes are mostly composed of cotton goods,
that is the lower class. They bring some little bedding, a piece of matting, a blanket,
and perhaps two quilts. The whole outfit worth perhaps 5. Their age is usuaily from

- 15 to 40.. ‘Those who are older have generally been-in- the country before. "I~ believe

they generally remain here five or six years and then return to China and remain for the
winter. o

Q. Inregard to sanitary conditions, what do you say ; are they sanitary I-A. 1
would not consider them so. They have no knowledge what they should .do. They
have no sanitary knowlege. They simply follow their old habits in disposing of excreta
and otherwise. They live principally on rice and fish. The rice comes from China.
They deal generally with their own storekeepers.

Q. Do you think that the Chinese living as they do in their own quarter of the
town are a menace to the health of the city or not 1—A. Well, ¢ Chinatowns '—-some of
them I have seen in ‘his province—certainly are a menace to health. Victoria’s is
probably in the most <anitary condition of any of them.

Q- Do you regard Chinamen as especially subject to tuberculosis?—A. T think
they are.

yQ. 1 have a statement here from Vancouver in whichi it is set forth that 19 out of
32 deaths of Chinamen were from tuberculosis. Do you regard that as a high propor-
tion or not 1-—A- I do regard that as a high proportivn. There are probably more than
that among the Chinese, because when they get seriously ill the Chinese will try to get
back to China. I know that. On every voyage of a vessel running to Hong Kong
some Chinaman dies, and it is usually from tuberculosis.

Q. Do you not know there is an enormous percentage of deaths from tuberculosis

in Great Britain I—A. I understand that probably oneseventh of the deaths are from
tuberculosis. - )

Q. Takethe Chinese coming from a dry country, hot country, and coming to a climate
such as this of British Columbia, wouldn’t tuberculosis be more ready to attack them than
the residents, the white people here?—A. I think so; but I think it is probably more
owing to the way they live ; they have not the rugged constitution to resist the attack
of disease. '
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Q. Ts there any improvement you can suggest in the present regulations in dealing
with these people coming into the country 1--A, Well, the quarantine station is now
fully equipped.

Q. Have you uny suggestion to make on the subject I—A. Tt might be if those
people were put into quarantine before they left the other side it would prevent disease
L in.many cases; at-least in sone cases it would prevent disease developing on the way
over.

Q. In other words, you suggest it more pains were taken before they left their own___.
country 1A, Yes, in some cases in Japan the emigrants are held 15 days before they
are allowed to go on board the steamer, and if such regulations were enforced in Hong
Kong, it would be much easier to prevent cases breaking out on the way over.

Dr. Robert E. McKechnie, Health Officer of Nanaimo, said: I am in favour of
prohibition.  First, from a sanitary point of view they are an undesirable class. T am
health officer and so have an opportunity of watching them. The dwellings are dirty.

I cannot remember having seen a floor scrubbed. The sleeping apartments were over-
crowded, unventilated, and often not even lighted. From a sanitary standpoint this
overcrowding, with deficient ventilation, offers special inducements fv;r the spread of
disease, and on this account Chinese quarters in a city should always be looked uoon as
a danger point needing watching. The plague in San Francisco is among the Chinese.
The Chinese population here consists very largely of adult males; a few are married
and have children. In the unsanitary state or condition of a group of buildings such
as ¢ Chinatown’ consists of, T would expect to find a larger death rate, if the normal
proportion of children and females were present, and where the population did not
consist of adult males, the majority of them in their prime.
. The doctor also stated that from personal observation he concluded that popular
\ report was true, which charged the Chinese market gardeners with using in a way
dangerous to health human excreta from the cities and towns, This practice was
' confirmed by many witnesses. _
; Dr. Walkem, of Nanaimo, a resident, of 26 years in the province, coronor and colliery
~surgeon, said : I was kealth officer at Victorin. - The Chinese.were terribly dirty, and
the officers were bribed by Chinese to keep quict. 1 would prefer to see them excluded
for a great many reasons. I have seen salads at hotels that smelt of urine. I saw a
; Chinese chew up parsley and spew it into the pot forsoup. I saw a Chinese to save the
' floor spit in the cover of a dish. We have the lowest coolics here, They constitute a
large percentage of the criminal class. In 1897 they constituted a large part of
criminals in the penitentiary. I was inspector at that time. One of Victoria's smallpox
epidemics was traced to ¢ Chinatown.” T traced it to them in Victoria, Tt spread to
whites and Indians,

Clive Philips Wolley said : T was executive ofticer of the Sanitary Commission for
the province.

Q. T suppose it then became part of your duty to inquire into the sanitary condition
of that portion of any town or city that was inhabited by the Chinese?—A. Not
apecially, but in almost every case. I found they were responsible for all the trouble.

Q. Did you ever liave occasion to visit the Chinese district ?—A. Yes. TIdid go
into the Chinese quarters, and I found the Chinese quarter absolutely filthy-—more
. filthy than a human being cught to be compelied to exist in.

Q. We would like to get any special instance that you have record or recollection
of 1-—A. A special instance I can refer to is what is found in the city of Nanaimo. [
had oceasion to inspect a house in a thickly populated district. The house was jn a
quarter populated by the Chinese. There were about a thousand Chinese living in the
place.  In this house there was not suflicient cubic space of air for human beings.

-—Q.. How many Chinese were living there 7—A. That I could not ascertain.  There
were crowds of them living there.. T do not really know how many, fifteen in a room.
A Chinaman occupies three times as much roon as you can stand up in, that is about
. the proportion.

§ Q. What is done with the refuse 1—A. The refuse flowed up over the tloor and ran
over. The well from which a portion of the town—that pottion of the town—was
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supplied with water, was in the middle of the street, and the Chinese filth could not help
but filter into the well, but the Chinese drank the water as it came from the well.

Q. Were there other Cainese occupying other houses at Nanaimo?-—A. Yes; they
occupied what they called the Chinese quarters, I have never yet seen n Chinese house
sutliciently clean for a human being to live in.

Q. }guw would you deseribe their sleeping apartment I-—A. A board and a blanket
and enough room to turn around in. We had an epidemic of typhoid fever at Rossland
that was distinctly traceable to the Chinese. I was health ingpector. Columbia avenue
was full of typhoid fever. To my knowledge wherever the Chinese were you would find
lots of stagnant water. The typhoid fever was almost entirely in one street. In the
Chinese quarter we found a deposit of filth underncath the flooring of every house in
Columbia Avenue. It was easy to trace the typhoid to its source.

Q. Have you ever known of any serious cpidemic of disease coming fror. the wash-
houses 1—A. Disease coming from the wash-housel T do not know.

Dr. McLean, who has been medical health officer for Vancouver for three years,
says: Chinatown has greatly improved in sanitary conditions during the past year or
two. Our health department is doing, T believe, all it can to mala this part of tha city
sanitary and to keep it o, but constant vigilance is necessary. The Chinese merchents
and employers of labour endeavour toassist the health ofticic?;, and are, as a rule, willing
to co-operate and help in this matter, but the lower classes of Chinese emigrants give a
great deal of trouble unless constantly watched. They become « dargerous element in
the city’s population, overcrowding ; unventilated, dark, damp and noisome places of
abode, dusty atmosphere, laden with £ul odours and opium .moke ; filthy habits, unsani-
tary surroundings, indoors and out; raw, half cooked and unwholesome or insutlicient
food, are all circumstances and conditions which predispose to infectious disease, and

.

serve to spread it rapidly when once it is re used into activity.

PREVALENCE OF TUBERCULOSIS.

Out of 39 Chinese deaths within a certain period, 19 were due to tuberculosis, or
50 per cent; the corresponding death percentage among the Japanese was 6-5.

In the health report of Vancouver for the year 1900 is found the following state
ment :—

¢The number of Chinese deaths within the city limits for the ten months of this
year ending October 51 amcunted to 32, or about oneninth of the whole city’s death
Yoll for the same peviod, this list numbering 281. The certified cautes of these 32 deaths
were —Tuberculnsis 19, bronchitis 1, pneumonia 1, eancer 1, heart disease 3, rheuma-
tism 1, Bright's disease 1, hernia 1, accident 1, typhoid 1, gangrene 1, heart failure 1.
The total city death rate due to tuberculosis_ for. the number of months stated was 39,
the Chinese proportion of this being, thetefore, aceording to above figures, 50 per cent.
In 1899, from January 1 to October 31, there occurred-in the city 26 Chinese deaths,
and the deaths from phthisis amongst this race numbered 18 for the whole year, out of
a total of 47, or 38 per cent.  In 1893 there were 22 Chinese deaths, and in 1897, 15

AMERICAN OPINION.

James D. Phelan, mayor of San Francisco, says: 1 have made a study of the
subject. They Lave preserved all their tace characteristica. Their conditions are foul
and noisome. 'Uhcy sleep in places where white men could not live. They do not
bring wives here. They live on a very small sun.. They accumulate all they can from
their wages and return {v Cliina to die there, and the Chinése who die here their bones
are sent home. Therc we very few Chinese women here. I do not believe there are
more than 115 out of a_population of 16,000.” Very few have votes, and these of course
are native-born Chinese. e e — T
- —-—-Q. Have you difficulty in enforcing sanitary regulationsi—A. Great difficulty.
They positively won't keep their premises in o satisfactory condition. We have had

54 —2
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modern plumbing put in and they won't use it.  We are now engaged in spending
26,000 of city funds in improving the condition of ¢ Chinatown.” We have spent over
225,000 in ¢ Chinatown ’ in cleaning it and putting it in u satisfactory state, so as to
prevent the spread of bubonie plague. Tt is probably cleaner today than it has been
in 30 years.  We have taken hundreds of tons of dirt and filth out of ¢Chinatown’ in
a very little while. Tt cost us 260 o day to cremate that.

SUMMARY.

From the evidence of the medical and other health officers it appears that the
conditions in ¢ Chinatown’ are such as to bhoe favourable to the spread of epidemic
diseases, but as a matter of fact in only two instances have epidemics said to be traced
to that quarter, one in the case of smallpox at. Victoria, and the other typhoid fever at
Rossland.  The Chinese, however, seem to be almost, immune from typhoid fever. The
menace to health emphasized by the dactors is the unsenitary conditions of their
quarters and the manner in whicl human manures are used in market gardening. To
quote Dr. McLean: < Their filthy habits, unsanitary surroundings, indoors and out, raw,
half-cooked unwholesome or insufficient fowd, are all circumstances and conditions which
predispose to infectious disease and serve to spread it vapidly when once it is roused
into activity.’

The unusual prevalence of tuberculosis among the Chinese, coupled with the fact
that the greater number of domestic servants sleep in ¢ Chinatown ’ and return to work
directly from these places above described, presents probably the greatest danger from
the sanitary point of view.

All the conditions are favourable to spread the white plague ' not only among the
Chinese, but through them among the white population. )

v

CHAPTER IV.—CRIME STATISTICN.
COMPARE FAVOURABLY WITH WIITES,

In Victoria for the year 1900 there were 596 whites convicted, 17 sent for trial,
97 discharged out of a total of 710. There were 116 convictions of Indians, 1 sent for
trial and 9 discharged out of a total of 126, and there were only 37 Chinese convicted,
1 sent for trial on the charge of perjury, 14 discharged, out of a total of 52.  Thirteen
were for infraction of the city by-law, 8 for stealing, 7 for supplying intoxicants to
Tudians, 3 for being in possession of stolen property, 3 for vagraney, 2 for drunkenness,
1 for fighting and 1 for cruelty to animals. = A cotiparison of the returns of the other
towns is equally favourable vo the Chinese. .

Out of a total number of 1,596 cases in the police court at Vancouver for the vear
1900, there were 223 convictions of Chinese : of these 133 were for breach of the ‘et
by-law, 45 for gambling, 24 for theft, 7 for vagrancy, 2 for attempted murder, 4 for
breach of the Sunday Observance Act, 2 for drunkenness, 2 for cruelty to animals, { for
assault and 1 for breach of the Seaman’s Act. : : .

In Vancouver, out of a total sumber of 145 commitments by magistrates from 1394
until October, 1900, to the Superior Court of Assize, and speedy trial, 16 were Cliinose,
and of these there were convictions in 10 cases, including one for murder, 2 for
burgiary, 1 attempted shop-breaking, 1 for theft, &e.

A large proportionof-the convictions are for breach of city by-laws, especially those
having relation to sanitation, and although the returns for the penitentiary are not so-——
favourable to the Chinese, yet your Commissioners think this ‘may be accounted for b

-the fact -that~the larger number were sent up during the building of the Onderdoni
section of the Canadian Pacific Railway, when there were large numbers in that section
of the country. : ’

T T T S
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From the return of the warden of the British Columbia penitentiary since 1878, it
appears that out of a total number of 737 inmates, 151 were Chinese, or about 20} per
cent of the whole, as follows :—

Shooting with intent ...
Keeping a disorderly house
Receiving stolen goods
Larceny
Aciussory before the fact of robbery
Wounding with intent
Kidnapping
Housebreaking
Assault
Assault with intent
Obtaining goods under false pretences..
Stabbing ...
Unlawful wounding
Robbery with violence
Perjury
Assault with intent to carnally kno=.........oo e
Murder
Indecent assault
Buggery.
Maining cattle
- In possession of housebreaking tools...............
Stealing. .....
Burglary
Manslaughter
Setting fire to dwelling
Aiding and abetting... ..

—_ )
R e N R e a2

i
1S st i &

Upon the whole, after caveful consideration of all the evidence bearing upon this -
question, your Commissioners are of the opinion that the Chinese compare favourably
with other portions of the population in respzet to crime. .

This judgment is formed partly from the returns of committals and convictions, and
is probably rather too favourable than otherwise to the Chinese owing to the fact that
where a Chinese is charged with an offence it is very diflicult to procure a conviction.
This arises from the almost utter disregard by the Chinese of the sanctity and obligation
imposed by an oath. Their evidence is declared to be alimost without exception unre-
liable, except in the case of merchants and business men. It was stated by the police
magistrate at Victoria, that on more than one occasion, he was satisfied that an organized
cffort was made and succeeded in defeating the ends of justice.

Hezekiah George Hall, police magistrate for the city of Victoria, since Navember,
1898, says

Q. Do you think that from our way of administering the oath, it is looked upon as
a sacred thing by the Chinese !—A. In a great many -.ases it is not; in fact I have
come to the conclusion that the cath has no binding effect on them whatever ; there was
one question I might perhaps be allowed to refer to here, in reading the reports of the

* evidence given here, I notice there was a reference made to Chinese having a court and
having law administered among themselves. "That has on more occasions been exempli-
,- fied in the pelice court.

Q. To what extent 1—A. There is one case that might be interesting if the Com- "~

mission saw fit to get from the Clerk of the Peace a copy of the ovidence taken in that
—the case of the Queen vs. Gin Wing, on the 24th February, 1900. On that day Gin
Wing was committed for trial on a charge of forgery. There is one feature in the case
that possibly it might be worth while to refer to; it appeared in that vase that the party
was summoned or called before what they call the Chinese Beard of Trade ; and there
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had practically been a trial before the Chinese Board of Trade ; at that meeting there
was a very full attendance of the members of the Chinese Board of Trade and Gin Wing
was asked numerous questions ry ferring to the case which was to be tried in the
christian court ; in other words, it was made very clear that they
manufacture evidence before the Chinese Bourd of Trade ; almost
meeting of the Chinese Board of Trade, or about the date of that mecting, the information
was laid against Gin Wing for perjury. After the evidence referring to the County
Court case had been given, we found it was diticult to arrive at any conclusion ; refer-
ence was made to admiissions said to have been made by Gin Wing at this meeting of
the Chinese Board of Trade ; three witnesses were ealled to give evidence as to the ad-
missions made at the same time ; it was only by putting together a lot of circumstances
surrounding the whole transaction, that I was enabled to arrive at any kind of conclusion
as to what had actually occurred at that meeting of the Board of Trade ; and par-
ticularly was it made dificult when five witnesses as to this were tendered on behalf of
the prosecution ; and after a time, after-hearing their statements, I dec'ined to hear any
further evidence. The counsel for the defendants did not object to the evidence at all’;
but putting together the circumstances which I was enabled to gather together, after the
evidence of the five, it was quiet clear to my mind that the evidence was abseutely
inadmissible, because this man had practically been forced to attend that meeing of the
Board of Trade, which was supposed to be attended by all the leading merchants in
Chinatown, and the evidence disclosed that any merchant receiving a summons was
bound to attend and adjudicate upon the matter.

Q. The defendant was under duress in fact i—A, He was; it was not until the
evidence of the five witnesses was tendered and partly given, which I afterwards ruled
out entirely. that we found out that there were threats of violence towards Gin Wing at
the Board of Tiade ; that such threats were made ; that an actual assault was only
prevented by one of the members going to the rescue of Gin Wing ; then immediately, .
or almoest immediately, after forcing him to make statements at that meeting _they
tendered the evidence of those statements in the police court against him. T would have
dismissed the case there and then had it not been that outside altogether of the
admissions given at the Board of Trade there was n prima facie case against hin, and
no evidence was given for'the defence ; I therefore committed him for trial.

Q. Was he afterwards nequitted 1-—A. Yes.

Q. You committed him for trial, and he was after
was to my mind such a clear case of trial, or
Trade that I thought it right to mention it.

were endeavouring to
immediately after the

wards acquitted 1A, Yes; that
attempted trial, by the Chinese Board of

CHAPTER V.—_THE MORAIL AND RELIGIOUS ASPECT OF THE CASE.

Au interesting fuct established beyond all doubt by the evidence is that mj
work among the Chinese on the coast has met with very little success,
by the number of converts, and the ministers and clergy so far
with very few exceptions, were opposed to further immigration of Chinese or Japanese
labourers.  Curiously enough where a witness was found in favour of further immigra-
tion it was put, not upon the ground of equality or of affording an opportunity for the
Chinese to rise by reason of new conditions, but upon the ground that they were a ser-

vile elass and a servile class was necessary for the higher developmeny of the Anglo- *
Saxon race.

It is difticult to make a comparison between the
of the white men. Their standards are different.
vices. They are sober but addicted to opium, thrif

ssionary
if one is to judge
as we could ascertain,

morality of the Chinese and that
They have their peculiar virtues and
ty but inveterate gamblers. Tt js a

of -assault-with intent to commit rape and
one of indecent assault,

In Victoria there are said to be four Chinese

})mtithtee and one hundred and Aﬁftvy
whites—and in Vancouver and other places the pi

roportion was about the same.
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The Commniission were careful to invite n full expression of opinion upon this point,
and believe that they obtained what may be regarded as a consensus of opinion upon
this question; and it is overwhelmingly against any further immigration of this class.

The Rev. W. Leslic Clay, minister of the Presbyterian church at Victoria, says :
T have resided here seven years. We have been carrying on mission work for ten years.
There are three white and two Chinese missionaries in the province. The Rev. Mr.
Winchester, the superintendent of Chinese missions, has resigned.  He reported in 1899,
thirty-six Chinese as members of the church. They are rather averse to christianity.
"This arises from their satisfaction with their own social life and a contempt of every-
thing of western social life. The converts are principally of the labouring classes,
domestics and laundrymen. ,

Q. Do you know how they are regarded by their fellow Chinese 1 .

A. With a great deal of antipathy. I know of some who have been cast off by
their friends and looked dawn upon by their neighbours, because of their having adopted
christian modes of thought and living. :

1 don’t know of any of the educated classes of Chinese accepting christianity. The
presence of any large numbers is not desirable. T object to more Chinese. I think
that Canada should have a strong robust nation. The vast resources ought to afford
scope for our awn Feop]e. They show no signs of assimilation with us. They can never
be assimilated, and if they could it would not be desirable. ‘

Q. Upon what ground would you exclude any part of God’s creatures from anypart—

of the world? - - - :

A. Well, T have not spoken of excluding them either by head tax or hy prohibitory
Jaw, but self-preservation as we all know is said to be the first law of nature. I would
not exclude the Chinese or any other nationality on any other ground than that of self-

_preservation. The wisest suggestion that I have scen yet, and cne that commends itself

to my mind, is suggested by Mr. Ellis in the Colon ist this morning. Instead of passing
any further restrictive legislation, that the Province and the Dominion Government -
shoald petition the Imperial authorities to enter into & treaty with China and Japan,
by which the number of immigrants from either country passing into the other should
be limited to say one hundred in a year. - .

Their presence here has a tendency to retard the incoming of our own people. I
have had people tell me their places were taken by Chinese or Japanese. I am inclined
to put them in the same category. Their competition is more intense aud more general.
"There would be the tendency of forming & servile class. Morally they havo a difterent
standard. They are addicted to certain vices which they do not regard as vices. Of
their virtues, they ave plodding, patient, sober, thritty people. Gambling and opium
seem their great vices as we see it here. I don’t kuow in regard to the sosial evil that
they are any more immoral than whites. T am told they are not.

" In the past the Chinese have brought into the city here in a state of slavery a
greac many women who were to be used by them for immoral purposes. I know that
Decause it was brought to my attentizn by Mr. Winchester (the Reverend Mr. Win-
chester, superintendent of missions). Mr. Winchester was on more than one aceasion
required to go to the customs authorities here when such women were coming.  He had
intimation of such women being likely to come, and had to go to the Customs authorities
on several occasions in an endeavour to have such women sent back to China. There
have been charges of the kind made against Chinamen that they were bringing in
Chiuese wonen here in a state of slavery for immoral purposes. At one time there wero
three women brought in here whose landing Mr. Winchester sought to prevent. I
think he was unsuccessful. I would not be sure though I think that they were unable
to prove at that time that they were being brought here for immoral purposes. I had
no personzl connection with the matter at all. Iam simply giving you what I learnt
from Mr. Winchester. I do not know of any other case, '

The worship of ancestors is a great part of their religion. I don’t believe in giving

‘thein the frenchise. If we naturalized them I think the franchise ought to be given

them.
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We should keep Canade for ourselves and such as will assimilate with ourselves in
making Canada a great country.  So far as I know the Christian converts ave sincere,
There are thirteen converts in Victoria. Last year forty-seven atteaded the woek school.
There are several missions in Victoria. T would not consider even Chinese Christiang —
in large numbers desirable. The ground T take is that they seem impossible of assimil- ___
ation with us, I have no doubt that vice nbounds in all our large cities, but it is very
apparent here,

Q. Would not the whole race be much better off if the Chinese were left alone and
kept within their own walls in China 1—-A. I do not see how we cogld keep them within
their own walls and seek to enter_within_these walls ourselves, | say their presence
here in any large numbers iy detrimental to the existence of our. own people, and as a
matter of self-preservation some steps ought to be taken -immediately-to-limit their com.

~ing .or_to-prohibit- them- nitagether, but it is o questioninvolving some other matters,
but I see no reason why we should not be able to prevent any-more coming here.

Q. Would they not be justified in asking us to leave them alone when we exclude
them?—A. T think they would.

Q. Would it be desirable in the interests of the white race to have the Chinese
remain within their own walls and have no intercourse with the white people in any
shape or form 1—A, No, I do not think that would be desirable. I do not think we
would be: working for the best interests of the world at large in adopting thai gourse,

Q. T should like to know how Yyou can reconcile the one thing with the other ; that
is how you can expect-to go into China unless in Justice you should allow them to come
into your country.— A. Certainly. I say we cannot stop them coming in when we wish
to go into their country. I have suggested that the whole matter might be arranged
by a treaty between the two Empires ; that the number of labourers passing from one
Country to the uther should be limited to a certain number in each year.

Q. Takiug all these things into account what do you think the Founder of the
Christian 1 -figion would advise under the circumstances 7—A. 1 do not know just what
Christ would advise in the matter, but in what I have said here T have endeavoured to
give an interpretation of Christ’s mind in the matter. 1 do not say I am correct in this
at all, but I have given You my conviction after cureful study of the whole question.
I have no doubt Christ-would approve of self-protection,

The Reverend Elliot Sproule Rowe, Methodist Minister of Victoria, formerly of
Toronto, has resided ten months in the Province. .

Q. Have you been sufliciently long here to form an opinion in regard to the Chinese
question and the necessity for further restriction or prohibition, or for the further
admission of the Chinese I—A. Well, T have formed some-opinion, but my opinions have
a tendency to shift. The problem is a complicated one. I think their presence here hag .
a detrimental effect. Perhaps the better way would be to say that the Chinese have
an injurious effect upon white lnbour here and, of course, the Chinese have an injurious
effect upon the markets here, because they are not purchasers to a large extent of manuy.
factures, and they affect difforent lines of business in which they become actual com.
petitors with the white people.  Their presence here is g decided injury to economic
conditions ; and a large number of them coming here would be a ‘deci ed-disadvantage
to the community ; it will be far better for the community and for the province that
employment in the different trades and callings should he given to white men who will
come here and settle and raise families here than to give it to the Orieatal, who by his
competition, by his being able to work for low wages because of his mode of living, is
gradually driving white men out of the country..

(). In regard to the question of citizenship I—A. Of course any importation into a
province or into a country should have reference to citizenship ; we want people here
who will take an interest in our laws and institutions and ultimately become citizens,
an integral part of our community ; such people as those who are in, not taking any
interest in our laws and institutions become a menace to the community.

Q. Do you think the Chinese as a class take any interest in our institutions one
way or another I-—A. ‘T do not think so, .
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Q. Do yon thisk they are likely to do soi—A. I eonrat answer thht positively ;
but my opinien is they are not likeiy to ; it seems to me he matters affecting the Chinese
people and nation are in such a state of transition, tha they will not be settled for some
years ; but I would judge that they have no interest v .tever in our institutions.

"~ Q. The strength of a people I'suppose must largely iie in the class of people who
occupy the various callings of lifei—A. Yes, to hate % progressive nation there must be
an intelligent moral lower class, those who do what might be called manual or menial
work ; a class who, frugal in their habits and pure in their lives will build up a com-
munity rapidly and who will reside with us permanently, improving themselves as
opportunity offers * * *. T think it is véry injurious to the country to have any
class of people in the community who will not assimilate, who have nc aspirations, who

e not fit to Tive in somal and political relations with our people ; it is certainly & “dis- T

advantage to the country at large to have such a class of people filling up every avenue
of labour as they eve duing today. 'Their presence here has been very detrimental in
the past, and I have no doubt will continue to be detrimental as long as we have Chinese
here.
Q. What effect do you think must the continned encroachment in the various trades
and callings have upon the strength of the country asa nation, or as Canadians 1—A.
In a very large measure I should think it would be very detrimental; the presence of
five or six thousand Chinese in British Columbia has had a very detrimental effect ; and
it has had a detrimental effect but to 4 very slight extent.on the Dominion of Canada as
a whole. Spread over the Dominion, their numbers appeared small in comparison to
the population, but whn the majority of the Chinese are to be found in British Colum-
bia, then the injurious effect is much more apparent here and becomes much more
serious. Were the conditions, such as they exist here, better understood in the east, I
have no doubt that action would be taken immediately to remove the unjust and unfair
competition. I think that their presence here in large numbers has a tendency to
degrade certain trades and callings, and-white people do nct care to engage even if it
were possible for them to find emplopient in certain work, because it has been done by
Chinese ; white people think it degrades them to go inte eraployments that have been
commonly assigned to Chinese for some years. 1 think it is vecy injurious in any com-
mimity to be driven to think that any work that is necessary and fair is beneath them.
. Q. Your observations with regard to the Chinese question have, up until now, heen
canfined to their effect on the vavious trades and callings. Now, looking at the question
from & national standpoint, would you favour further restriction or exclusion of the
lower or coolie labouring class of Chinese—A. Well, it seems to me that restriction
can only be temporary in its effects; 1 think that in the meantime there should be pro-
hibition ; speaking from a ational standpoint, I think the general sentiment of the
people of Canwlu would be in favour of the exclusion of the Chinese; I think Canada
would be strouger by the exclusion of individuals of the Chinese race of the coolie
* class,

Q. Do you think having regard to the same amount of labour expended that you
are any more likely to get converts here than in Chinal-—A. Apparently they are closer
in spite of Christianity. That is my candid opinion about it.

Q. That answer would indicate that you are likely to be ay successful in China as
herel—A. Yes. I think there is as much chance of converting the Chinese in China as
there is for converting them in Victoria.

Q. Do you advocate their exclusion from the country ; advocate that there should
be no further immigration here t—A. Well, I cannot answer that in a word. I believe
the reason they are & menace is that our economic system is wrong and you can-ot hope
to remedy that at short notice, and their presence here will be a menace all along.
Until our methods are saner we cannot hope to have any change in the present condi-
tions. I think it is humiliating to have to say that our system of civilization is such
that we cannot stand the competition of an inferior race, but we have to take conditiona
as they exist and to work to ameliorate or improve those conditions.

Q. What would you suggest as a remedy 1—A. I confess that is hard todo. For
instance, I think that legislation should be had towards promoting production and




26 REPORT OF ROYAL COMA, SSION

2 EDWARD Vil., A, 1902
the developmentt of the mineral and other wealth of the country ; when we speak ahout
developing the country we should have in view the developing of the humanity of ‘the
countr s as well as of the agricaltural and mineral wealth.  The wealth of a country is
more largely composed of ity beople chan most of us would think, We might, develop
our fields and mines, and the country could not be much che better, if the re-ules of that
development were not directed toward® increasing human happiness. While there might
be dithiculty in enforcing it, it seems to me if there Was & minimum wage ; by a minimum-
wire law, and enforcing proper sanitary regulations, and regulations of the methods of
living and regulations of the class of habitations, there would be a more effective method
then in force than the exelusion of any

one race ; it seems to me that would be more
effective than the passa_e of a Jaw saying to those men, You cannot come in, '

Q. There are different degices of labour; one man can do much more work in a
duy than another—why should & man who does not labour v - be paid as much as the
man who does I- A, If there was a minimum wage, it is g necessary that all men
should be compelled to aceept that; but no employers should be allowed to pay less than

the minimum wage, that would be the wage of the Poorest class of Iabour ;. the pourest
class would get that minimum wage, and in competition the better man would get nmore.

Q. You prefer not to have the Chinese get the benefit of that plani—A. T do not
put it forward as a plan ; if I were competent to suggest a plan that . would solve the
present problem there would be no Commission. I have an objection to the idea of the
exelusion of any class of people ; perhaps it is not a well-grounded objection. 1 would

“uggest as well as a winimum wage, that there should be some regulation as to the
sanitary conditions affecting the living of the persons concerned ; and T would be per-
fectly willing to have all races of men put under these conditions,

I would say Canada would be strengthened by exclusion of the Chinese race. It
has 4 tendency to deter white imnigration, They depress wages, which tends to lower
the standard of living. They reduce the ability of others to purchase. They ignore
our religious zervices, They create n laxity of sentiment and feeling and the social evil
is likely to increase. I think they are injurious in present numbers. If their place
was taken by white people the country would be much benefitted by the change. 1
think legislation should have for its development men ; developirent of fields and mines
only will not do. - It is dangerous to have a community within g community. If the
conforra to the conditions of citizenship I would admit them. They should be admittec X
if at all, only in such numbers as would prevent them being a menace to the labouring
class.  Of course I could not object to mutuality. This refers to labourers only.
Judging by majority of opinjons they are good demestic servants. It is more important
to develop a people than material resources, The more wealth an iinmoral communit

has th: worse it is. Eigh wages alone will not improve morals, Morality and wealt
do not always go together.  Tow wage

s kill aspirations, destroy hope "and ambition
and lead to vice as reis ation from toil.  Poverty produces drunkenness. T would say
there is less poverty hire than iu other places I have been. The youth compares
favourably with the youth of other places for intelligence wud the making of yood
citizens. I have thought the reglect of Sabbath observance here was greater than in
any other place I have been in,

Rishop Perrin (Anglican), of Vietoria, says: I have only come into personal con-
tact with two Chinese as domestics, I have found the two faithful and industrious to
a degree. We have had a missionary from China. We tr to show them that
Christianity is a higher truth. We have not admitted one single member to baptism.
Several have applied. The class s of the very poorest class from China, They come
without a cent and are under obligation to those who bring them here. My opinion is

that when the Chineso awaken they will be found all over the world. I ‘don’t think
things ought to be allowed to 8o on as in the past, They are allowed to come in and
arrive with nothing. T don’t think China is advanced enough in civilization to admit
them. T think we have a distinot mission to go to China use our religion is the
univers«! religion. If they are here we have o duty to perform. The majority of
white people are higher in morality than the Chinese.  The Chinese have a good many
virtues. 'Those who come here are very poor and the inference is, that is paid for by
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others. If the higher and Letter class of Chinese come here, if they nre, as I believe
them to be, they would remain and become good citizens. My own thought would be,
the Chinese ought not to interfere with the dignity of labour in the mind of a true
ideal workmau. :
) T think the present immigration is not a desirable one for the country, because
they are not the best representatives of the race. The presence of a transient popula-
tion is inimical to the best interests of the country. The encroachment of these people
on the ordinary oceupations of the people of the country is also a dangerous and
ohjectionable condition. Hence labour should be respected and is always respectable.
# "% * 1 do not think it has a tendency to degrade the better class of white labour
at all events. * * * They take the place of our people. Jf yom can get white
labour you should get white labour. * ¥ ¥ ,

T may state while in England I was unwilling to recommend labouring people to
come to British Columbia. I am not willing now. to recommend any of that class to
come to British Columbia.  As it is at present the English labourer here is in a very
good position. 1 think the white labonrer could still come here and hold his own against
the Chinaman. There is not a iarge number under present conditions. If he got the
wage here of a white man, he would be better off than he is in England. 1 think there
is a great future for British Columbia when the population incieases.

The Reverend Canon Beanlands of Victoria says: I have resided here for sixteen
years, Am a clergyman of the Church of England. I have had Chinese domestic
servants. They are honest, sober, industrious and cleanly in the house. They remain
about three years. I had one young man who had sent 3180 to his father by the time
he was 18, simply as an act of filial duty. They are obedient to one master ov one
mistress. You can get Chinamen from 35 to £35,—fairly good about 215 u month.
They have no wife here as a rule. We have had two Christian Chinamen. I think it
it very doubtful if any considerable work has been done towards their conversion. [
should think it very remote ground to expect to convert Chinese here. They might
better try to convert them there. We had a clergyman here and his work was quite
valueless. We then got a clergyman who knew Chinese and his work was more effective.

Q. How.do you tompare the standard of living of white people in the same calling
as regards clothing and food +—A. That is &n economic question. The?' have cases in
England. I do not know whether my opinion is worth taking. The Chinese who come
here do not compare with the white menin the shops or in the various trades and callings.
The Chinese who come here are a servile class. They are a class far below the lowest
mechanic or white labourer. I do not think that they compete with the white men at

all. I think the white mechanic who comes here comes to occupy & different position.- — .

e does n« . come inta competition with the Chinese. If vou take the Thinaman into
your domestic service he has to live on the same scale as the house, with a difference of
temperament, but outside the house of his white employer the Chinese as a race are
totally different from white men. The white man cannot compete with them at all-

Q. Could a white man bring up a family at all respectably under the conditions in
which the Chinese live}—A. I do not think suflicient stress is laid upon their bsing a
different class. The Chinese here are a servile class. The whito man here does not
live ; he would not live ; he could not live as a Chinaman does. They are a special class.

Q. Why do you say that —A. For instance a professional man would not wish to
live in the same way as a labouring man. The Chinese I have seen occupy a subordi-
nate position, a position of servility, subordinate to white employees. For instance,
you never see & Chinaman acting as a master carpenter or a master bricklayer. I have
never seen a Chinaman employ a white man or come into competition with him, In
bricklaying, bricklayers employ Chinese help and they would not employ white help.
The white help would not (Fo or that kind of work here. :

Q. Why do you say that i—A. Because they prefer to get better paying work if
they can get it. We have got bricklayers here and have not got bricklayers’ assistants.

Q. Did the bricklayers ever have white assistants ; was it not usual at one time I—
A. Not in my time.
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Q. Didn't somi white contractors employ white laboyr exciusively in their buildings ?
—A. They might attempt to do so.  The man whe wants to come to British Columbia,
the white man, does not usually look for the lowest kind of labour such as the Chiuese
do. He may he compelled to engage in that, temporarily, but he wishes to get better.

Q. Labour, if wages nre good —A. Tdo not think o bricklayer would give wages
enough to an assistant to compare with what white labour requires in British Columbia,

Q. What does a bricklayer get heve 1A, | am told from 83 to 25 o day.  Other
countries have got dense populations and a certain clement falls into the lowest class,
Whether we have no lowest class here it is ditlicult to say.  The Chinese who are here,
as sy, ave aservile class,

Q. Do you think building could not €0 on without the a
would be according to what People could afford to pay.  There is no doubt if labour js
cheap that more building would goon. There would be more brick houses. You could
make it cheap by importing lnbour from other countries, but it might not be politic to
do that. '

Q. Is there any deficiency in the supply of Chinese labour as here now —A, I'am
afraid 1 must leave that to employers to answer. 1 eannot say whether there is a defi-
ciency or not; T must leave that to the employers. I think the labour market here iy
very restrictive. Tt is almost a common remark that there is not very keen competi-
tion.  That is the condition that exists where there iy a sutlicient amount of labour to

4 supply the demand, but I cannot reasonably be expected to answer whether there is or
; is not sutlicient labour here to supply the demand. T do not think there is an over-
: supply of labour in British Columbia,

Q. Do you think if the Chinese continue to come of that cluss, the servile class,
that they will remain a servile class -—A. 1t will always remain a servile class,

Q. Do vou.think it is in the interests of country to have a servile class ; that the
working class should be divided into two races 1 —A. Whether itivin the intercsts of

country it is diflicult to say, but take the case of the individual employee.

Q. Is it in the interest of the country to have a servile class —A. It has heen
found in the interest of every country nearly at some period or another to have a servile
class employed in its development.” Tt wag chiely servile owing to the prevalence of
what might almost be called absolute slavery, and the nearest approach to slavery in our
country is the servile Chinese—.the coolie elass of Chinese we have here,

Q. As compared with our civilization would you like to see slavery here now 71—
A Well, I am not supe that T should not.

Q. Then you think the Chinese would oceupy a
of a servile class t—A. 1 think the position of a free man is almost emphasized by the
existence alongside of him of a servile class like the Chinese. 1 think white labour is
more free by the existence of a servile class alongside of them,

Q. Do you think a servile class has a tendency to degrade 7— A, No, T think it hay
a tendency to elevate those who are servile,

i Q. Do you think the existence of slavery in the South had a tendency to raise the
i whites there I—A. Negro slavery is a question T would not like to discuss. T think all
through Europe the existence of a servile class at one time in its life, had & strong ten-
L deney to elevate the non-servile, In Greece a very large proportion of the people were

! always slaves, who did all the menial work in Greece ; and the free men, their position
was emphasized by having their menial work done by slaves
3 Q. Do you think that is Christian, that Christianit
. that it has been so. It has been natural in the development of all countries.

Q. Do you think we are in & condition now that although we cannot have slavery
we may have the next best thing, servile class 7— A, 1 think at the present time that

the white man’s position as a free man ix certainly emphasized by the existence of a ser-
vile class, such as the Chinese.

: Q. Do you think the Chinese take any
- 22 ... .1 do.not_think-they-do atall——————""""—

L o Q. Do you think they will ever assimilate
not think so. It would not be good for the country

id of the Chinese —A It

position next to that, the position

Y teaches that 1—A. Tt is cértain

part in our Jaws. and-institutions ?r—j{‘\:-l\?r),“:i:i’f S

with our people 7— A, No, T do
to have assimilation,
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Q. Do you think it is good for the country to have a class which will not assimi-
late and become part of the foundation of the nation }—A. It would be very bad, I do
not think the strengtt: of a nation is in its lowest class.
Q. I mean the working man I—A. The working man is not the lowest elass. It is
a common thing for a working man to think he is not the lowest class ; that he isa free
man.
Q. Do you think it is in the interests of a country to have an immigration of her peo- .
ple here who will not assimilate —A. T think in the present state of the country it is.
1 would not like to sce them hecome dominant. I should always like to see them as a
servile class.
Q. From which you could draw help!—A. Yes.
Q. No intention of elevating i—A. T do not see that it is owr business in the least.
Q. Do you think they could go to heaven even it servile?—A. Obh, yes; we have
no class distinctions there. .
Q. Ts there any position where you would draw the line between common white
Jabourers and the Chinese whom you call servilel—A. T think the efforts of skilled
labour will protect that. They can protect themselves by their unions. Outside of
skilled labour you may not have unions so strong. I the labour is not sufficiently
skilled to have any union among themselves I do not see how you ean restrict men.
Q. Would you prefer to have Chinese in preference to English, Trish, Scoteh1—A,
1 would prefer fo have Chinese in preference to having the servile class of either of the
other nations, England especially.
Q. Do you know of ang' servile class in England7—A. The ordinary apricultural
Jabour at home is in much the same order as the Chinese here.
Q. Ts there no advance for himi—A. There is advance for him.
Q. Would you prefer to have the English labouver here 1—A. Tf all the Chinese
could be put out of the country, and the country could be filled with white men, who
would be put into & reasonable wage-earning capacity heve, it would be a good thing for,
the country.
Q. Then in place of a servile class you would have what here I—A. You would have
a class of free men. '
Q. A servile class tends to elevatel—A. No. T say the presence of a number of
white men has a tendency to improve the others. Suppose you put ene milion white
men here and no Chinese, a great many would go far below what the Chinese are here
at present and would bring down the wages terribly. .
Q. Now, if you have a servile class here, the lowest class of labour in your opinion,
do you think that will be used to crowd the low class labourer into the higher labouring
cluss1—A. No. I think the unions should protect them in that way, and they arequite
strong enough to do so if they are properly handled.
Q. There is a great objection to the union by employers in this province. In fact
the employers think that the unions are all- wrong I—A. I-think all skilled labour should
combine for its own-protection just the same as professional men combine for their own
protection.
Q. How is it that it seems to be an opinion prevalent among those giving evidence
here, that more can be done in China in the way of spreading Christianity than can be
done by Christian effort here i-—A. Because we do not have their language ; I do not
think the missionaries learn their language sufliciently here to be able to give the Chinese
a proper understanding of Christianity ; I do not think the mere fact of mastering the
language to a degree here would induce them to become Christians here ; I have never
known & Chinaman to master the English langeage enough to be able to talk to us
intelligently, o as to enable us to impart to him 1he principles of Christianity. I have
tried several times. The Chinese social life is much stricter and much better regulated
" than the social life of those in the same class here ; the reverence of the children for

their parents is very commendable, and conjugal infidelity is much mwore severely punished
__in China, than the same offence would be unished if committed here.

“The-Reverend-Towis Wa—Hall, a—Missionary_of the Presbyterian Church to_the
Chinese at Cumberland Union Mines where there are large numbers of Chinese émployed
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in and about the mines, says : I have resided here about seven years and have been a
wissionary all that time.  1'can speak the Chinese language, I was in China two years,

—— ———at—-Hong-Kong *.unl"}{‘am”’l‘nng T Southerii Cliifia. We have a mission church and

mission school here.  There are only two or three Chinese children here.  There ave
only two Chingse families ; both are merchants,” The Chinese here are not coolies, they
are farmers' sons, I know by the districts they come from and know them by their
surnames. . The roll of the adults who attend school are twenty-seven, from the ages of
16 to 45.  The study is the elements of English, to read and write. Few endeavour to
write.  There have been twelve here who have been baptized.  Some are now in Chinn.
The progress made is sntisfnct(n'y. If my work consisted of the number of men who
come into the church 1 would regard it slow, but from its effects T do not regard it slow,
A Chinese who becoraes a Christian has the same difficulty as in China, and besides has
to contend against the present antagonism. It is immeasurably hard in both places. He
is ostracised and shut out from his family, cut, off from all intercourse and in the widest
sense you can say the word, an outeast.” Fro.n his environment he becomes a marked
man for all sorts of opprobium.. From a selish standpoint he has all to lose and nothing
to gain.  That is emphasized as he ascends in the social seale.  None of the converts
here are Chinese merchants. The fact of their bein here is evidence of their need. [
would not favour the formation of a a0l class.

The Reverend Edwin Scott, Methodist Minister at Varcouver, says: Tl -3 pe-
sided here two years,  We have about eighty Chinese in connection with our night school,
It is their object to acquire English, and with many their whole object. If they come
they should be distributed over %ho whole province. I don’t think it desirable to have
them come.  They do not assitnilate. It would not be desirable if they did. T have no
ill-will to those who are here, hut I would see-that no more-came. -- - - — -

- T'do not think that the mere fact of a number of Chinese being here has much effect
in the conversion ot the Chinese nation as a whole to Christianity., Nations have been
converted without the aid of bringing some of their people into Christian countries, 1
think their presence unnecessary here from that point of view., My viev in regard to
their conversion is that we do not require any of them here in order to reach the Chinese
nation as a whole. We can reach the natjor without their presence here, They have
been brought to a Christian country and being here, T think they ought tobe treated in
the Christian way, and not subjected to the annoyance of boys and hoodlums. Such
conduct should not be allowed, A great many have heen converted without being

brought to this country, and I have no doubt many of them benefitted by attendance at

__our mission here. I know the missions in China are rapidly advancing,” but @s to the
rate of advance I can’t state. 1 think we can reach them much better at home than
through the Chinamen who are here,

My sister organized the first missionary work in Chicago and converts went from .
there to China as missionaries, -

Q. Do you believe in the universal brotherhood of man 1—A. T do, T believe in the
common Fatherhood of God.

Q. Would you deny the right of one class of men t¢ rny portion of this carth 1—A.
The nations are here.  We are not universal nations yot. “Universal nationality and
universal brotherhiood are two different things. We would like to see universal éhrist-
ianity, but that seems to be still in the distant future. There are distinct national lines
and it may be those lires will exist until judgment. Idonot expect to live to see a
great approach towards the universal brotherhood of man, although poets have dreamed
of it.

Q. What right have nations to take exceptions to the vights of men1-—4A. 1
that-no objection would be taken by any nation to the inhabitants of another country
coming there in small numbers; then it will be perfectly right to care for them as
Christians ; but when it comes to an immigration by thousands affecting the industris!
work of the nation, then I think the national government have a right to protect their
own people, and to send such a large number of aliens back to their own land.

+ Q, How would that affect the missionary work -—A. We must view it from a na-

suppose

~—— - tional-standpoint—It-would-affect it very little from a national standpoint. It won't

affect the missionary work.
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It is a different thing when small numbers of a foreign nation come here from that

e of u-flood-of aliens overrunning a small part of our great Dominion. If we could flood

the labour market in China with thousands from America there would be the samo

question on hand in China that you have here now, and it would not affect the religious
question at all. v

Q. Do you think the Chinese coming here has no influence.in spreading Christianity
when he returns —A. My impression is that the Chinese who return from here have
very little influence in China as to Christianity.

1 think as a nation they stand nearer to Christianity than sonie other nations. The
labour market here is congested. I should prefer €5 see the white men doing the work
of this province. We have to draw our support from the labouring people, and these
are affected because labour can be obtained so cheaply. Tama British subject.

The Reverend Roderick George McBeth, Presbyterian Minister at Vancouver,
says 1 An alien race which refuses to assimilate is more or less a menace. Icelanders and
Swedes readily assimilate. I think we have all the Chinese we can digest. Tooking at
this question we must regard the future. Our children must have room for livelihood.
T can’t say I see much difference between Cliinese and Japanese. [ don’t-know the
nature of the missionary work in this province. 1 do not consider restriction aftects the
question of missions. As to domestic servants, there are more avenues opened out than
ever before. These foreigners have come in and taken up that work, and it has caused
white servants to leave it and take up other employments. Domestic service is held in
low esteem and will so continue until we get some schools of domestic science. T have
resided in British Columbia a little over a year.

The Reverend John Reid, jr., Minister of the Independent Presbyterian Church,
says: T nave been in British Columbia over three years, and in Port Townsend
(Wash.) for twenty years, and in California: My opinion is that it would be preferable
to exclude for a season all Chinese immigration. There may come conditions when it
would be well to relax, but we are not now assimilating this element. Personally 1
have no prejudice against any race or colour. I do nct think it is good for many of them
to come to this country. They congregate and the property in that locality deteriorates
because of the differenice in the standard of living. ~ As a race, until their religious con-
cepts are changed, I don’t think they will assimilate. -

I have not known here of vouths being contaminated by Chinese, but it has
occurred on the otber side, The impression made upon the mind of Chinese on
the West Coast has not been favourable. A missionary carries the life with him. Here
the professing christian sometimes treats the Chinese outrageously. In conversation
with missionaries I have been informed that the greater portion of those who come here
are coolies and the lower agricultural class. I am pretty sure there are not sufficient
servant girls here to meet the demand. I found the Chinese very efficient, honest_and
reliable as domestic servants. ) ]

The Reverend Dr. Roland D. Grant, Baptist Minister, says : T have heen ten years
on the coast, from here to Mexico. I was six yearsat Portland. Was previously pastor’
in Boston, where we had one hundred Chinese children. In Portland we had a Chinese
membership of one hundred, two Chinese deacons, including & member of the six com-

anies, :
r _ 1f the Chinese were to accumulate here numbers would have to count. Their assimi-
lation is almost forbidden by their segregation. I have known a few of the brightest
Chinese to marry white people. There is a want at least of real fitness.

In 1880 Portland had a population of 20,000, of which 6,000 were Chinese. Now
there is a population of 100,000, and 5,000 Chinese. 'The Exclusion Act did not inter-
fere with the friendship of China. I think a people have that moral right (i.e. to
exclude). If they could intermarry that would be the settlement and the only settle-
ment. I never could find but two Chinese women in Boston. The spirit of exclusiveness
remains the same after conversion as before. I do not think an Exclusion . Act here
would produce any shock. Tt would be quiet and unobserved. It would be beneficial to

~ % {he Chinese here-—JI-dor’t-think-the Chinese government would find any fault. They
have no more prostitution than whites. They compare favourably with whites as’law-
" abiding ¢itizens. ‘ : e '
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July. From my experience in the east, if fishermen’s familicy'{ns a rule they are large)
were located near the canneries the population that would come to the province would

“meet the necessities of the case.  [ant not familiar with tliecanuery business; but-amr——--—-—
with the fishing business.

Q. If I were to tell you that in a large cannery the total work of the Chinamen

only equalled nine men for 300 days, what would you say 1—A. If the fishermen were
on the river then this small wark could be done by boys. It would help them. T have
known boys work till 2 o’clock in the morning in a rush.
. The river last year was practically occupied by Japauese. With the large number
of Japanese on the river it would not be wise to advise fishermen to settle on the river.
In Newfoundland the shore fisheries have become defunct, the fish do not come to the
shore.

Under present conditions they have to pay a larger price for fish than they did pay
before the influx of Orientals. I am not convinced the industry would suffer by a limita-
tion of the fishermen. Tf it did injure it I might, if interested, kill the goose thiat lay
the golden egg. I should say there would be 100,000 men, women and children engaged
in the fisheries in Newfoundland I think cod.can becured here. T think the climatic
conditions are more favourable here. The present system mnakes against the family, 1
think it ought to be treated as a national question. It is a legitimate matter for legis-
lation. I make a distinction between Chinese and Japanese. The Japs’ superiority
makes them a greater menace to labour. The Chinese as a rule arve industrigus and
sober. T have thought the fact that Chinese cultivated land that would not
otherwice be cultivated, is beneficial from an economic point of view. I don’t think
there is enough labour at present to replace the Chinese on inside work. In

-+~ igolated -cases - they—may-be-sincere-in-adopting _Christianity, but for_the most part

it is to learn our language to enable them to seccure work. A farmer must have
some employment away from the land to enable him to live, especially if he has a
family. Lands are held by capitalists or locked up in some way. The normal condition
would be for fishermen to occupy lands which would not fully support them, and they
would gradually elear up the land and be enabled to support their families partly by
fishing. It is where such conditions prevail in Newfoundland that the condition of
fishermen is the best. | -

Tom Chue Thow, Chinese missionary of New Westminster, says: I came to
Canada nineteen years ago like the rest of my fellow-countrymen ; came quite young,
with my uncle. I travelled through Easterr Canada and four or five States of America
twice.. I have visited a good many Chinatowns for the -last fourteen years. 1 have a
practical knowledge of our Chinese condition of life in inany cities of the Pacific Coast.
I was converted over sixteen years ago. I have been engaged as a missionary of British
Columbia for the last nine years. Most all Chinamen in Canada to-day have come from
Canton province. Many of us come directly from villnges of different districts about
a hundred miles ffom Canton City. Here we have four distinet dialects amongst the
Chinese in the province, but generally use two dialects between four districts, or three
districts’ dialect. Yes, most of them came to this country quite young; they follow
their elders and mothers or relatives and friends. Yes, most come here without
profession. Most of us have a few years’ school in China, more or less. If their parents
are well to do, they give their son a liberal education, but the Chinese study eannot
compare with English system, Most Chinamen here are farmers’ sons. Regarding the
cheap labour concern, the Chinese have been useful to every new country, especially to
capitalists and landowners. They have reaped their benefit in the past. I think you
Canadians ought to thank God to have the Chinamen here to do the manual work for
you. Chinamen have been opeming up many agricultural lands in the province. . Some
of them get pay for their labour ; most cases not. If they do get pay for it, it won’t
be much,ehut the improvement is left here to you forever. Chinamen are born agricul-
turists. They ave accustomed to make the very best of the soil. They are industrious
people, honest, frugal and persevering. Whatever undertaking agreement of contracts '
always kept faithful in their promise. They keep up their repulation of the time of
honesty. Thby are very filial to their parents.” Many of them deny themselves pleasure ~
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to enable them to send money home to support their family and aged parents. Yes,
there are good qualities in Chinamen, but this is not perfeet in us, Thechief sin of our
race_in this country is to set up a monrument of Chinatown. wherever. thoy-go, bad— -

example, gambling and opium smoking. Set up the different tongues to quarrelling and
fighting among~t themselves, Import slave girls to sell for prostitution. TLove their
dead friends more than their live ones. They worship the graveyard three times a year,
edyeated or uneducated, younug or old, rick or poor, enlightened or not enlightened.
Ride steam engines and locomotive cars every day in this country, but most of them
believe mountain, winds and water gods, their dead friends preventing and opposing
railways aud steam locomotives in China. By observation they sught to know better.
In God's view nothing good in us. I don’t mean in Mew Westminster here at
presenl.  Chinamen here are much better people than in any other Chinatown,
but 1 am spoaking from experience ~during the last ten or  ffteen years. By
natnre all - Chinamen desire high wages, but in actual skilled Inlour they are
not “worth much in the market. Tt is truc that the Chinese plysically are not
strong a3 Europeans, but just true as a Pole, Chinamen are able to bear the hardships
and suffering more than the Europeans. . Yes, there is good quality in them. They
ace always willing to work. They prefer light work, such as laundry and housework,
because it suits their strength.  The health of our race don’t look as strong as they
ought to be, because they eat too much pork and those old dry Chineso foods, Most
indigestion foods are used that gives no colour in their face. Those who live on
European food are much more healthy than the others. They do this through ignorance,
In the matter of trade, they prefer their own people. My opinion is, if the Chinese,
when they first come here, adopt the custom and laws of the country, living, dealing,
socially like Europeans, there would be no more anti-Chinese questiou to-day. Tfm

~fellow-countrymen only knew what they are living in this carth for, the world would
have nothing against us to-day. If th.y knew, the condition of life would be much
better to-day. 1 ara sorry to say we are not living up to the time of civilization. Wae
are a hundred miles away from other nations. If they were less anti Christian and
obeyed the laws and customs of the country, I am svre Chinamen would stand just as
good as other nationalities to-day. Tie “rouble is they are not. T wish they had
thirty or forty years ago. The missioraries have done a great deal of good amongst
the Chinese on the Pacific coast here. Not only chief sinner converted to God, but
also broke down the liely tongs of Highbinderism, and stopped the importation of
Chinese slave girls for immoral purposes.  Missionaries have a good prospect of future
work among Chincse on the Coast cities here. The Methodists have a Chinese mission
church here.  We have fifteen members ; two of them are merchants, We also have
about forty to fifty Chinamen attending our night schools through the winter. W
have a pretty good attendance at Sunday services. There are about fifteen Chincse
boys attending public school in the city here—sixteen Chinese families. The greatest,
influence amongst Chinsse is the Middle Kingdom Association, svpposed to belong to
-all classes of Chinamen in the province. This is mostly composed of merchants as o
board of trustees and president.  The headquaster is in Victoria. The second is Chee
Kung Tong, know: to the Europeans and called Chinese Secret Society. Their head-
quarters are in Victoria, tco, but they have hranches in every Chinatown. T think
more thaa one-half of the Chinamen in Canada sre members, Then the Chinese Empire
Reform Socicty, their intention being to learn the western methods and laws of govern-
ment, but all of them are idolatrous and ancestral worchippers, followers of Confucius,
Most of the good standing members have no interest to inquire into Christianity.
Now we have a handful of Chinese Christians here and there in the province,
belonging to all denominations. Some have proved faithful to their new religion,
but some have received little English education from Chinese mission school,
They may have a falso profession of Christianity to deceive the white. T helieve
the more converted Chinese we have, the bettor citizens you will have. T know
the unconiverted men, and the money-maker out of Chinatown, they don't want to
see Chinamen get converted, because they are ashamed of themselves, or they can’t
cheat them as eusily as the unconverfed ones I believe there sre Chinese
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enough to fill the demand of labour in the country at present. 1 favour restriction
and regulation, but not taxation. I think it a great sin to any government to put a
head tax on any nationality coming into the country. It is not righteous in the law.

‘A Christian nation broke the treaty of & heathen - nation—-It—is-a disgrace for the

British empire. Jt is all right for a govermment secking power, but there was no
righteousness. Oh, 1 wish the government say, you Chinamen cannot come to Canada,
then stop the Chinese at once. If the government allow us to come under taxation,
. they ought to permit us to do the public work. T think it is very cruel the way the
government treat the Chinamen, but after all on account the heathen Chinese they
_ deserve it. They bear it well, but the Christian is not willing to bear it. This proves
in one sense the converted Chinese are worse than those unconverted ones. Well, 1
wish the government. would make some little change in method of collecting rovenues
from our Chinese. 1t will do the Chinaman good and benefit the country. That is,
put a heavy tax on the Chinese food, instead of head- tax. History shows that China-
men are bound to live on Chinese food and use Chinese goods. The government will
not lose any revenue from hesd tax, but in the long run will derive more tax from the
Chinese. 1f our Chinamen were wiliing to abandon their habitsand customs they would
be good citizens to the country, but I do not think the Chinese will ever assimilate with the
Canadians—cannot under present situation. I wish the government would allow those
naturalized Chinese, heving educational qualification, the privilege of the franchise——
treat them as men, as Eritish subjects. They ought not to issue naturalization papers
to applicants, while the government do not considar them citizens. I hope the govern-
ment will have more consicience to make righteous laws.

Reverend Alexander Brown Winchester, now residing in Toronto, pastor of Knox
Presbyterian Church, formerly resided in British Columbia, from April, 1892, to Dec-
ember, 1900, said: I was superintendent of Chinese missions in British Columbia in
connection with the Presbyterian Church, with headquarters at Victoria. Organized
Chinese mission work in British Columbia and established three permanent stations, at
Victoria, Vancouver and Union Mines ; also three sub-stations, at Westminster, Ross-
Jand (for the Kootenay district), and at Extension Mines, Vancouver Island. In
addition to theso mission stations a number of schools were conducted by the church
throughout the province, at which adult Chinese attended. These schools were in some
instances night schools for secular instruction, and in others Sunday schoola for religious
instruction. Approximately the number of Chinese who joined the church during the
period of my ministration was not less than thirty, and possibly as bigh as thirty-six.
When I left Victorin there were fourteen Chinese adherents of the church and five or
six more had returned to China. In Vancouver at this time the number of Chinese
adherents was eloven or twelve. Mr. Clay was doubtless correet in stating that I had
placed the number of Chinese converts in British Columbia in 1899 at thirty-six.

1 was for-two years a missionary in North China. Church work in China cannot
be compared with the work in Casada. The difference of country, of people with cen-
turies of different religion from our own ingrained in_them, the E;ﬁ'erence of language,
added to the difficulty of getting the common people interested, owing to the lack of a
public press as we understand it, and of anything like public opinion, were chief among
the hindrances to church work. Atevery point the differentiation was wide and bridgeless
and made comparison impossible. From scue points of view the conversion of Chinese at
home was immeasurably morehopeful of accomplishment than in thiscountry. A missionary
in China was likely to gather around him as & result of his efforts tenfold more ndherents
than here. On the other hand, quality of materials conditions the work, and it may be
that one convert in this country who Kad imbibed the spirit of our institutions would
be worth more than the larger number in China. Such a convert who returns to his
own country, and in ninety-nine cases out of one hundred, so far as Presbyterian Church
converts are concerned, becomes a nropagator of the truths of Christianity. Of course
many more Chinese could have been accepted into the church in British Columbia
during my ministration, but I would only consent to the baptism of those I was con-
vinced were thoroaghly sincere in their conversion.
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Of those who became members of the Presbyterian Church in British Columbia two
were of the merchant class ; the others were principally domestic servants and laundry.
men. From a moral standpoint it is difficult to draw a comparison between Chinese and
white men.  Their standand differs from ours. ~Much that we consider moral shocks

H
¥

country who have intermarried with whit

them, and —\ZiC{‘—Vﬂ‘S&:‘A’l"hiﬁ‘(“ﬂ;\,u}fv‘\f is necentuated by the conditions undor which the
Chinese live in British Columbia, their isolation and social ostracism.  Of those person-
ally known to me, converts and attendants at the mission, I believe their motal fibre to
be of as good quality as that of whites of the same class, allowing of course for the dif.
ferent standards. . .
In all that goes to make commercial honesty the Chinese,
those of the same strata of society among ourselves,
Chinese of clean lives, and also of another class,
than men of certain sections of white society:,

The presence of Chinese in British Columbia in some cases affects the white wage-
carners favourably, in others, prejudicially. If Chinese were coming into the country
in large numbers T would favonr restriction. I would not favour restricion of Chinese
alone, hut would restrict a large influx of foreigners from any quartey. I would base
terms of restriction upon character and education. A foreign emigrant should be ak!,
to read some European language ; should come into the country for some stated
purpose, and should show some reasonable prospect-of becoming a permanent citizen, I
o not approve of differentiation between one person and another in the matter of per-
mancy of residence. I would like some form of declavation from all forcign immigrants,
1 would not consider a residence of five Years a satisfactory term of settlement.

As a rule Chinese who have been in the country fifteen or twenty years remain all
their lives. A few may return in their old age to be buried there,

As n missionary, T considered it my duty to deal with the fact of their
T or not there was an advanta

the country and did not question whethe

here. The simple fact was, here are souls to be cared for. Neither
Church have moved a finger to bring Chinese into British Columbia,
cases where converts have been made to suffer
not been subjected to as severe treatment as in China, owing to the deterrent effecis
of our laws, their sufferings here have been of » vexatious, though petty nature, save in
two instances where relatives at home implored friends here to secure their recantation,
and as a result they were socially ostracized, their custom cut, off, property stolen, and
one of them threatened with assault, from which I wag happily able to save himn.

From inquiries made of Chinese 1 fancied not many came with the intention of
remaining, Their idea was to make a competency and return to China. I have met
Chinese who had expressed a desire to become citizens, but who elajmed they could not
do so and maintain their seli-respect. In explanation they said they could not brin
themselves to belong to a nation that treated another nation so unfairl y, instancing the
unwarrantable attacks made upon Chinese in the press. Some Chinese who had
become naturalized, hoping to obtain relief from this treatment, had been disappointed.
There is hope of Chinese becoming permanent settlers jf treated the same as other
uationalities, At present Chinese allege that they are afraid to bring their wives and
children to this country.

I speak the Chinese language. I do not think fear
conduet here. They are naturally law-abiding and in China are even better behaved
than here. The question of assimilation is wholly conjectural,

I have known of happy instances of intermarriage. The number of Chincse in this

es i3 great~r than the number of Jews who
have intermarried with Gentiles. It is possible that the coming here of Chinese in
large numbers might result in bringing about conditions similar to those now prevalent
ong scetions of the European
g any class of Chinese, who are always

T know, were the equal of
As to personal purity, I know of
but they were not any more impure

presence in
ge in having them
missionaries nor the

I have known of
for their conversion. Whilst they have

of whites influences Chinese

races who are admitted to this country than amon
amenable to our laws and never foment trouble. T do not think Chinese would ever
como to Canada in such numbers as to present a serious problem. In my opinion the
feeling now prevalent against Chinese in British Columbia was due to variety of
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causes -—-1. Clush of two civilizations} 2. Alleged vnfair competition with white wae-
carnevs ; 3. Politiral. A certain class of politicians make use of the Chinese question
to inflame the minds of ignorant voters, and thus influence their votes. 1 wouli not
sey that the white labouring classes hmveno-grievance-against-Chinese.— Uit conid be
. established that white workingmen were prevented from raising their families Cecently .
’ because of Chinese competition, there should be no further debate of the question. Ho
’ far as my experience goes it is not true that the Chinese work under any form of
contract. They are free to work as they wish. The statement that they cune to this
country as serfs is not correct, so far as I could learn. ft is probable that if Chinese
. in British Columbia affected the earnings of the professional classes in th. same manner
~ and to the same extent as they affected the white wage-earners, the professional classes
would be as hestile to them as are the wage-earners. .
In the matter of restriction, I would prevent persons of any nati~nality coming into
Canada under certain conditions. Immigrants should be able to prectut a clean bill
from their own country and undergo a reasonable educational test. - 1f persons of eertain
nationalities presented a greater or more serious objection as irunigrants than others,
that might justify special treatment. Where Chinese have coi. vnder healthtul influ-
ences in Canada they have rendered good account of themselv’s. . Was not the conclu-
sion warranted therefore that under proper conditions Chine’e might becume good citi-
zens. ’

Chinese who come to Canada aze from the provine. of Kwang-tung. The term
¢eoolie’ is of Indian derivation, and applies to a certain c’ass of labourers,  certain class
or caste, and in my interpretation of the word, there e no coolies in China.  Moat of
the Chinese in Canada come from small crofter farms or farm villages. Many belong to
farming villages without being farmers.  Many of, ‘hem are sons of farmers and farm
labourers. This class is not indigent as a rule, t's average of them belonging to the
poor farm working class, not the lowest class ge-wially speaking. The poorer houses of
this class are built of adobe with tha*Ched reefls, and the better houses of burnt brick
with tile roofs. ~ A poor Chinese l{bourer ¢.n live ir. China for 81 a month, Mexican.
Clothing would not be included in this stimate. Students at Canton college were
\-nown to live at the rate of 81, Mexicar, per month.

T have been in Japan. 1o not wish to express personal views concerning the
Japanese. I desire that Canada sheid be filled from shore to shore with our own kith
and kin. At the same timeé I belic ve that the land should be free to all, irrespective of
race, creed or colour, provided thsy became amenable to our laws and institutions.

i estimate there are abcat three hundred Chinese in Toronto, seven or eight
hundred in Montraal, abow' one hundred in Ottawa, and smaller numbers scatrered
throughout other towns s.d villages of Eastern Canada. The Chinese in Toronto are
. chiefl; engaged in lauviry work. There are some few house servants. The avevage
2 ‘Chinaman in Torontr was superior to the average on the Pacific coast. I do not
: think this is due *o the fact that only the brightest Chinese came east, as any

Chinaman could ret travelling expenses advanced if he could show reasonable prospect
of repaying satae and would give the necessary bond. I think the superiority of the
Chinese in th.e east is due to better treatment.
I do ot approve of the sugge. tion that Chinese should be admitted to the country
to enab’é employers to cope with-the alleged tyranny of labour.” As a matter of fact I
do nst concede that there is such a thing as the tyranny of labour. Both sides,
employers and employees, made mistakes; but to say that labour was tyrannical was
‘wrong. L
There was some call in Toronto for Chinese as domestic servants. The supply of
female help is scarce. The reason for girls preferring em loyment in offices, stores and
factories rather than in domestic service is due more to higher social aspirations than
to any consideration of pay; possibly, too, the treatment many girls met with in
domestic_service influenced their choice. I have heard of the proposed importation of
negresses from the Barbadoes for dumestic servants.. 1 believe it to be the duty of
employers to give preference to white servants; but if the supply is not adequate, it is
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justifinble td scek other sources. Chinese as servants are all right, but where there are

children a female servant is best.

__ RESCUE FOR CHINESE GIRLS

The commissioners desire to place special emphasis upon the work done by Miss
Morgan and her assistants in rescuing Chinese and Japanese girls brought over really
as slaves and held for purposes of prostitution, The law prohibits this traflic, but the
difticulty is to enforce the law and rescue the victims, The officials have been greatly
helped in this by Miss Morgan and her staff of workers, It is, we think, largely owing
to her efforts that this infamous barter in humanity has been checked, if not almost
stamped ont.  Her method of work is best described in her own language :

T am teacher and evangelist in~ the Chinese Girls’ Home, Victoria. The home has
existed about fourteen years. We rescue Chinese and Japanese girls from houses of ill-
fame. There have been reached forty Chinese and eight Japanese from & life of shame.
Of these Chinese ‘rescued twenty-two have been married. There are now four in the
home. Some have returned to China. Three have gone back to their former life. Their
ages were as follows: 24, 23, 23, 22, 24, 19, 14, 13, 10, 26, 13, 13, 21, 9, 45, 19, 15, 10,
7, 14, 14, 7, 24, 20, 20, 24, 21, 16, 24, 5, 13, 15, 16, 20, 28, 16, 36, 19, 18, 13. Those
all married Christians except two. I don't think any of them were wives in China
before they came out. Three were sold as slave girls, being kidnapped in China,
according to the girls’ statement. I have no papers showing those sales.  All have
shown a desire to become Christians. They have been baptized. The only women who
attend the meetings are those who have gone through the mission homes. ~The progress
is very slow in christianizing the Chinese, When I first came here it is five years ago—I
am well received now, when then I was hardly tolerated.

I don’t think immigration unrestricted is advisable. It is not so to the Chinese,
and-T know it is bad for the country, From what I know of Oriental character, T
think better Christion teachers can be made in China than here. A Chinaman will
profess to become a Christian to get a wife. »

Many or all who attend the night schools do so from self-interest.

Studying the question all around it may seem a harsh thing, but T think restriction
the very best thing, Among the lower classes they look up to the wealthy classes ;
they are influenced by what they say, so.that we have not much'chance. Take any of
the men who profess to be Christians, they are not brave enough to go apposite to their
superiors.

I think there are more than four Chinese of ill-repute in town. A woman now in
the home says 24, and this is the number T made out without reference to her.

The home has expended since T came, in Elsie’s case 2270.00 and in Dorothy’s case
$120.00 for Jaw costs. I have had some terrible experience with the Japanese similar
in kind to the Chinese. Only one case of sale I have heard of. Sometimes it takes
some time to find them. One was helped from the window and ran away with her
lover. Unless they want us to help them we can’t help them. The home is supported
by the Women’s Missionary Society of the Methodist Church. I think the women of
Japan are superior. There is no slavery in Japan.

I see no signs of the Chinese adopting our.mode of life.
to the public from their way of living, the way they
individual homes,

The Japanese practise polygamy ; they call them concubines, The children of the
concubines are thought as much of as the children of the wife. I had difficulty in
rescuing the wonian now here. She is now about 38 She was crying and I gota
policeman to assist me.  She seemed like a demented creature. * We got her trunk and
followed by Ciinamen we got her into the Home,

She was an opium smoker and used
tobacco, and she was a prostitute. In case of the youngest one in home, she was 13
years old. She came to the home on June 30 Inst. We found she had run aw.y. It
was contested in the court and cost us 8120.00 to get her,

I do not trust one (if them for truthfulness.

I think they are a menace
herd together.. Ir Japan they have

[y
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Our married Chiristian girls are establishing a home life vastly superior to that of
Chinatown. I would not trust a young brother or sister in the custody of a Chinese or
Japanese. The Japanese license prostitution, and the quarter of the city set apart for
that class of women is not looked at as we look at such places here. The girls of ten go
“Voluntdrily. It is not-looked on-as & disgrace.. .. _

The Chinese here treat me very courteously, 1 have never had an impolite word — ~

said to me./ I have been in lanes and alleys night and day.

I believe there is some restriction in }apan now.

In this connection we would aiso quote the cvidence of Lee Mon Kow, Chincse
interpreter at the Customs house, Vicior.a, a resident in British Columbia sirce 1882 :—

') Speaking about the Chincse women coming bere of their own free will, do you
kno' it to be a fact that Chinese instead of coming of their own free will have come
here under contract, in fact that they have come hiere as slaves 1-—A. Since about ten
years ago several cases have been  brought up as to Chinese women coming here who
might be called alaves by the white people, but in China we do not call them slaves,
because it is simply this, that women make arrangements with men to come to this
country ; the women cannot afford to pay the head tax or the passage monoy, and the
men supply them with their expenses and the men pay the fare in China and make
arrangements for them to come out to this country, and the women undertake to pzy a
certain sum at a certain time, to repay the passage money and the head tax and seven
per: cent interest.

Q. Is that a Certificate (See Exhibit 17 ) of a case of the kind, you see the nanie
there, « well known name, and the photograph and the figuresi—A. Well, that is
s'mply a statement of a money transaction between two parties. _

Q. That has relation to & girl, the name of the girl is on the right hand side, is the
aniount of money paid for the girl there 1—A. There is a statement here from May 29,
the balance, 309.06, there appears to be cash advanced on the property, a piece of
property, $28.25 and money loaned, $20.00, also money loaried from Kang Shong $30.00,
the total amount of money represented is £397.31. Paid for Woon Ho, $302.00, June
7 paid for clothing, $5.00, also paid for a leather trunk, $4.00. Woon Ho is the name
of the girl. ,

Q. Do you make out that that was a case of ‘sale of the girl1—A. Yes, the tran-
raction was & sale ; I was trying to describe that.

Q. And the amount paid for the girl -—A. The amount paid for the girl was §302.

Q. Can you make out from that hew long she required to serve to get freed from
that amount +—A. Tt does not state here at all. - )

Q. Can you tell what that implies 1—A. It is a case like this, generally they pay
back all this money ; in this case it is one where she would have to pay back 2373.50
with interest, and then she would be free. . w

Q. Until age did that, until she paid back that money with interest the contractor
would consider he had a right to her body cervice ; that is the “husiness ; prostitution
-—A. That is the business. ] Ll

Q. He practically buys her for the time until he is fully repaid I—A. Yes.

Q. To that extent she is his slave until the money is repaid A, Yes.

Q. How many cases of that character have you known of herei—A. Since I have
been in the country here I have not heard of more than three cases. :

Q. Do you recognize the name there as the naie of a firm that is in business here?
—A. 1do not remember the name now ; the statement is made out by Kum Kee in
that case.

) Q. Do you think that business is pretty well stopped now #—A. It was well stopped
several years ago. - : : ' '

Q. "There is a case being tried in court at Victoria now, isn’t there 1—A. That is
the case of 1 woman who came out by herself of her own free will, Exhibit 17 is the
contract. In the case of the woman being tried at “Victoria, they stopped that woman
under the new Act, that she was a prostitute and living as a prostitute, that is not for
slavery. ' :




REPORT OF RUYAL C'OA:{ MISSION

; 2 EDWARD VII,, A. 1902

Q. On the charge of being a prostitute, the proceedings were taken under the Act?
—A. Yes. :

SUMMARY.

The religious and moral aspect of the question was carefully inquired into, and
evidence has been quoted here somewhat extensively in order to show clearly and
unmistakably the trend of opinion on the subject of many leading ministers of varjous
denominations in British Columbia, : ’

The opinion is practically unanimous that the work of christianizing the Chinamen
in this country is not attended with as satisfactory vesults as similiar work in their own
country, The chief reason adduced for this state of affairs is that converts become
marked men among their compatricis a1d are subjected to all manner of petty persecu-
tion. How effectively this penalty of ostracisin hinders all efforts to Christianize Chinese
in this country will be readily uaderstood when the following well-established facts aro
tuken into consideration,

The Chinese in this “euntryare almost exclusively from one section of China, that
of the six counties within the province of Kwang-tung.  While there is no conclusive
evideice of their having been brought here under any form of servile contrdct, it has
been shown to our satisfaction that their resident merchant class exercise a strong infiu-

- ence over the immigrants of the labouring class, and largely control the numbers com-
ing into the country. There ar ., too, Chin-... Boards of Trade in the several cities of
the province, whose objects are not confined solely to the advancement of trade, but
enter very largely into all the affairs of the immigrant after his landing in this country,

Then there is the far-reaching influence of the Chinese Benevolent Association, the
object. of which is to care for the sick, indigent and age?, and it may be stated here thiat
there are but few cases ofy record where Chinamen have been Liown to have to depend
upon the hounty or charity of a white community. It follows, therefore, that with a °
Chinaman to adopt Christianity in this country means to ent himself off from any hope
of participation in the advantages which these” ussociations and conditions provide, in
addition to incurring the enniity of his fellow corntrymen and without gaining favour
to any appreciable extent with the white population, for, from a social point of view, o
converted Chinaman’s position in a white community is no better than that of the .
converted.  Although in one or two cases it was made clear by the witnesses that they
did not wish to measure the success of missirnasy work by the numbers converted ejthop
in Canada or China, there was no dissenting voice < to the relative futility of attempt.
ing the conversion of the Chinese nation by permitting them to come into this country,
Where individuals will adopt and profess the Christian Faith, here there was hope for
whole communities in China, and Tess likelihood of indignities and persecution being
inflicted upon them there. 'The standard of moral character of the Chinese, differing ns it
does from our standard, renders it impossible to draw any fair comparison between them,
For instance, their laws and customs recognize plurality of wives, and four such cases
were found among the Chinese in Victoria. -Certain it is they have many noble virtues

and characteristics. There are customs aniongst ¢s which they from a moral point con-
demn as much as we do many of theirs, C verally speaking, they compare favourably
with others in their observance of law and o.der. ~There is little doubt but that to the
frugality of their habits can be attributed the comparative absencs of sensuality, The
consensus of opinion is, that they wiil not assimilate with our people and it would not
be desirable if they did. In one instance, it is true, a revererd gentleman declared that
they were desirable in the country only as a servile class, an that such a class would
tend to elevate the condition of tie white people in the province ; but the great majority
of the witnesses were positively opposed to a servile class, or to their introduction in any
way that would tend to degrade or effect the uring class. Under
this heading, therefore, 3 C! i tate that in no appreciable

measure will the missior i i

well-being of the poorer

clusion Act.
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Having regard to the efficient work and practical assistance in carrying out the law
rendered by Miss Morgan and her assistants, and believing that the law has been made
effective chiefly through this jnstrumentality, the Commissioners feel justified in-recom-
mending that some recognition of this work should be made from the revenve derived
from the Chinese head tax, to assist in enforeing the law through this means as long as
it may be found necessary:. '

CHAPTER VIL-—PROPORTION OF TAXES PAID BY CHINESE.

It is dificult to ascertain the proportion of taxes paid by the Chinese and Japanese
in British Columbia, nor did we tully succeed in doing so. We obtained, however, a
large amount of information at different points, from which the plain inference séems to
be that, except the morchant class, they do not pay anything like a fair proportion of
taxation.

MUNICIPAL TAXATION.—VICTORIA.

W. P. Winsby, tax collector for the city of Victoria, said : I collect the revenue,
road, and dog taxes. The revenue tax is. the tax which principally affects the Chinese.
They (the Chinese) try to evade the tax in every possible way. It is an utter impos-
sibility to trace them. I don’t get as fair a proportion of taxes from them as from the
whites. At the present (March, 1901? 1 have collected from Chinese 1 suppose to the
number of one thousand. That is for last year. That is about one-fourth of the aumber
in Viectoria. There are numerous difticulties in the way of collecting the tax from the
Chinese. No one can understand the difficulty except those who have had a little ex-
perience in it. A great majority of the Chinese are in such straightened circumstances
that they are unable to pay the tax, and another reason is that it is almost impossible
to trace the Chinese with their mode of living and so forth. You cannot trace them.
You cannot. bring them to justice. J believe the law says ther should call at the oftice.
It has become the practice that we go after them. Very few people come to pay in the
office. I have tor -ind them up. They do all they can to evade the payment of taxes
and succeed to a large extent. The Chinese come to town in the winter and as soon as
weather permits they go to work on farms around the city, and then in the summer they
go to work to the cr-neries. These men are very hard to trace and they often succeed
in evading payme = ¢ the tax. When a Chinaman is working in the city I can
generally trace him and get his tax, but you go into one of the hovels they live in, it is
utterly impossible to find out who are livin there or who the goods there belong to. Tt
is no use asking them. T have never found a Chinaman truthful as to that. You can
go through and ask the Chinaman there here they live and you cannot get an answer
from one of them.

Q. Do I understand you to mean that they systematically deceive you to evade
paying the tax —A. Yes. i

Q. Is that truc of them as a class?—A. Yes. )

Q.- Is the difficulty with the Chinese because you do not understand them, or is it
that they try to evade paying the tax1--A. They try to evade paying the tax, and
their mode of living is a difficulty in the way. You come across a g;ninamgn and you
want to get his tax. You have got to give him twenty-four hours notice. You have to
have a summons served on him. When you come back to serve the summons you can-
not find him. 1 have had policeman and others to assist me, but you cannot find the

mah.
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collector of taxes for Victoria, stated
for the year 1900 was as follows :—

, Edwin Charles Smith, assistant treasurer and
that the revenue received from Chinese in Victoria

Trade licenses

e e P 3 2,882 50
Pedlavs............ . .0 530 00
Market fees from market gardeners, at 5 centsaday each 900 00
Water rents from Chinese.......... .. .. ... . " 4,460 00
Sewervents........ .. ... . . o 92 00
Assessed taxes of property in name of Chinese. . .. .. .. 3,414 86
Revenue tax at 88 head....... ... ... . " 2,385 00
Road tax at 82 ahead... ... ... . 7 832 00

........................... 815,496 36

NANAIMO,

According to the evidence of Edward B. Irving,
of Nanaimo, the amount of property assessed to the whites amounted to 31,385,925,
Nothing was assessed to J apanese or Chinese. The Chinese own no realty in the town,
It was said there was-not o single Chinese taxpayer. For 1900 the taxes paid by
whites nmounted o 227,223, The ussessed- value of the property in ¢ Chinatown’ owned
by the New Vancouver Coal Company was- $2,000, They are described as mere huts.
Trade licenses of whites were $2,602, and Chinese 3280, Revenue tax paid by whites
23,969, and by Chinese 2624.  Of the voad tax 31,546 was paid by whites, and 8416 by

Chinese. The collector declared there was great difficulty in collecting the road and
revenue tax,

assessor and collector of the cit

In Vancouver the total assessment of real property amounts to $16,513,135. The
total assessed value of real property in ¢ Chinatown * is $360,225 ; of this amount $192,950
is assessed to whites and 867,255 to Chinese.

The total licenses, including liquor licenses, in Vancouver js 332,055.85 ; of this -
amount $29,832.85 is paid by whites, and 81,310 by Chinese. Vancouver has a popu-
lation of 26,133, of which 2,053 are Chinese. '
~ In New Westminster, of a total assessment of £3,299,920, 836,950 was assessed to
Chinese. The whites pay in taxes £49,234.01 and the

Chinese $699.80 on the above
assessment.  The amount of property in *Chinatown’ assessed to whites amounts to
895,370 ; to Chinese £32,680, and upon this sum is paid by whites 81,907.40 and by
Chinese 2653.60, making a total of 82,561 paid directly and indirectly by Chinese on

property in ¢ Chinatown.” The population of New Westininster is 6,499, of which 748
are Chinese,

.
L.e

CUMBERLAND AND UNION.

Lawrence W. Numns, collector of taxes for the Town of Cumberland which
the Union Coal Mines, stated: Cumberland has a population of about 1,000 There
are about 800 miners employed at the Union Mines, of whom ebout 400 are Chinese
and Japanese. Cumberlard is incorporated ; Union is not. Both Japanese and Chinese
live outside of the town. '

The assessed value of real property for 1900 was $175,000. The total
lected was $3,334. The tax on real property amounted to 81,054, Of the real estate
tax there was $3.30 paid by one Chinaman. One J. apanese resided within the town. The
Chinese contributed sbsof utely nothing. They deal with their own Chinese merchants
almost exclusively. They contribute nothing towards the support of schools, churches

and genera] taxation, although they represent a large proportion of- the adnlt, male pop-
ulation—nearly one-half that work in the mines,

adjoins

revenue col-
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KAMLOOPS.

Kamloops has a population of 1,694, of which 195 are Chinese. The total assessed
value of the town is £650,000, for land and improvements, of which $15,000 is owned
by Chinese merchants.

Land. Tmprovenients.
Total assessed value of Chinatown....... 2 9,085 & 20,200
Owned by Whites. .. ... coovvenns 5,410 15,225
Owned by Chinese...... ............. 3,675 13,975

Trade licenses issued to whites, 3815 ; to Chinese, including opium license of 3100,
2170. Road tax, whites, 3224 Chinese, 354,

ROSSLAND.

According to a Chinese witness, there are about 350 Chinese in Rossland. Accord-

ing to the assessor it is 400. The census gives, 241
V/illiam Harp, City Assessor of Rossland, says: The poll tax collected from

Chinese at 82 per head emounted to 3250.  The assessed value of the city is 22,274,900,
of v hich 26,600 is assessed to Chinese. "The rate is two cents on a dollar.

Liquour licenses, whites ... .. ..ot eee....520,563D
Prade licenses, whites .. ... .. ooee e 2,19:

Tyade licenses, Chinese .. .. ... ..o 125
Total poll tax, whites.... ... oo 3,368
Total poll tax, Chinese...... ..o vivnemmeeees 250

The total taxes collected by the city for 1900 was 224,417, of which the Chinese
paid 3112,

Rossland has a population of 6,159.

It will be scei from the above that the proportion of adult Chinese males tv adult
white males is about one in four or five.  The proportion of taxes paid by Chinese is
less than one in a hundred. ’

REVEZLSTOKE.

John D. Graham, of Atlin, says: It is hard to get the tax out of them. I was
government agent at Revelstoke. 1 refer to the miner's certificate and poll tax. I
speak from my own experience. There would be fifteen or twenty of them working
togéther and I never could cateli-hold of ‘them to get their tax. T went up the river
often enough, but found that most of them had flown when I got there. They were not
on hand when T got there, They never come to my office.

SUMMARY.

The tax collector of Victoria declared that the Chinese tried to evade the tax in
every possible way. ‘It is impossible to trace them. 1 do not .get as fair a proportion
of taxes from them as from the whites.”

The other officials confirmed this statement and we find it to be the fact.

Victoria has 2 population of 20,816, of which 3,283 are Chinese. The total tax
paid by Chinese, as appears by the evidence of the assistant treasurer and collector of
taxes for Victoria, for the year 1900 was 815,496, The statement handed in by the.
Chinese Board of Trade, which includes revenue ané road tax, is $17,257, and inclusive
of the head tax on labourers may amount to 818,000 ; but this amount it must be borne.

in mind is chiefly paid by the Chinese merchants, who, according to their own statemient;
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number 238, vepresenting 109 firms, Deducting this number from the total number of
Chinese in Victoria, exclusive of women and children, leaves in round numbers 2,700
labourers and others who are not engaged in trade,

The total tax of Victoria, including land tax, water rates, licenses, &c., collected .
for the year 1900 amounted to about £400,000. This includes the school rats but not
the Government grant. The collector stated that in March, 1901, he had collected the
poll tax from about one thousand Chinese for the year 1900,

That is with a pepulation of about one to eight they pay in the proportion of one
to twenty-two, but if you eliminate the proportion of taxes paid by the Chinese mer-
chants, the remaiuing 2,700 Chinese do not pay a municipal tax of more than 8] in
8100, but in this comparison 2,700 adult males are compared with a total population of
men, women and children, Eliminating the women and children, you would probably
have a population of not more than 6,000 white adult males as against 3,000 Chinese
adult males, including merchants. That is, approximately, 6,000 whites pay £382,000 ;
3,000 Chinese pay 218,000. If you exclude the merchant class, the tax paid by Chinese
is insignificant. “The above comparison is approximate only, but we believe the dispro-

“portion isevem givater,

Assuming that 800 of the Chinese residing in Victoria, who work on the Fraser
pay their taxes there, it does not seriously affect the relative disproportion.

Approximately the same disproportion obtains in other places. _

In this connectionrit may be pointed out that if their mode of living was normal,
occupying separate houses with their families, they should represent a population of
three or four times as many as at present. They would require ten times the house
room.  Their taxes would be more, and if their habits of life were similar to the white
popalation, it would require more to support their families, and the contribution to thae

.. Dominion revenue would also be very much greater.
* It is certain, having regard to all the facts, that the Chinese bear no fair proportion
of the burden of taxation. , :

CHAPTER VIL—LAND CLEARING AND AGRICULTURE.

The clearing of wood land in British Columbia is a very diflicult problem, owing to
the enormous growth of the timber. Tt is said to ecas from 250 to €150 an acre, and in
extreme cases as high as 8300 ; probably the sverage would be from $70 to 280 per
acre.
—  The Chinese have contributed to the clearing of land, and some take t! : view.that
they are necessary for that purpose, hut the prevailing, and we think the better opinion,
is, that if large areas of timber land ere ever to be cleared rapidly for agricultura) pur-
poses it must be done by machinery and explosives, handled by white men. In small
holdings the clearing will be done by degrees, tie owner working, from time. to time;- ab-—-. -
other employments to assist him in supporting his family. It will not at present pay
even the large land holders to hire Chinamen to do the work of clearing, owing to the
enormous cost, and although machinery has been applied to a limited extent, yet very
few have attempted on a large scale to clear and cultivate timber lands. From the
nature of the case, this must be done gradually, and how? Your Commissioners do not
believe that increased numbers of Chinese will greatly facilitate this work 5 it will rather
be accomplished by the adoption of a liberal policy, which will induce white men with
their families to settle upon small holdings, and if a portion of the unskilled labour of
the country is open to them they will in this way be enabled to keep their families during
the long and slow process of clearing the land. )
The competition with the North-west and Pacific Coast -States has ‘also a material
bearing upon the question of the time when the timber lands of British Columbia, will
Ye largely cleared for agricultural purposes.
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Farmers owning 160 acres and under were practically unanimous in their opposi-
tion to the Chinese, for any purposes whatever. 8~me of the large land holders favoured
them as farm labourers and for clearing the lind, a.d those who lease lands to Chinese
for market gardens,—the lessce clearing the laud as part consideration for its use,—also

“favour th presence of the Chinese. The smaller owners pointed out that conditions were
such in British Columbia that the presence of the Chinese was a serious injury to their
business, «nd to their making a living ; that the avenues of unskilled labour were largely
filled by Chinese, and that the farmer struggling to pay for his holding and to make a
living, was greatly hindered by being prevented from taking advantage of those avenues
of labour for a part of the year, which, but for the Chinese, would be open to him,
Your Commissioners fully concur in this view. ) :

Quotations from the evidence will perhaps more clearly set forth the views as pre-
sented from both sides ;—

Alexander Philip says: I am secretary of the Richmond Farmers’ Institute. " Tt
includes the whole of the Richmond riding, that is Richmond, Burnaby, South Van-
couver, North Vancouver, and northwards on the coast. We have different sections,
and each of vhese sections have meetings. T come with a resolution from Central Park
section. The resolution is as follows :— ’

At a meating of the Richmond Farmers’ Institute held in 8mith’s Hall, Central
Park, on Tuesday, May 14, 1901, Mr. John Green, Vice-President, in the chair. Inferalia.

On motion of Mr. W. G. Alcock, seconded by Mr. John Connon, it was resolved,

That we hereby declare it to be a serious prejudice to the successful prosecution of
farm work 1o have so many Chinamen engaged in the business. It is especially hard
on the settlers in this district who Lave only small holdings and are dependent on them
for a living. The mode of life among the Chinese makes it easy for them to undersell
in the markets and yet have considerable sums of money as profit. We think there is
no comparison between the best of the Chinesc as rural settlers and the humblest of the
white men who, with their families, are living on and cultivating their holdings. Be-
sides, the uncleanly habits of the Chinese, as cultivators, have endangered the health of
the consumers of the products of their lands, and as these products reach the market in
so many different ways, the consumers do not always know when they are supplied to
-them.

We believe that, although the Japanese are not yet so largely engaged in farming,
they will likely soon take it up, and become even keener competitors.

We believe that there should be a tax of not less than 8500 on each person of
either race on entry to the country, and also a rigid educational test.

Resolved further, that this expression of our views be laid before the Rpyal Com-
mission now assembled to receive evidence in connection with the immigration of Chinese
and Japanese.

Extracted by Alex. Philip, Secretary.

“This,is my second year as secretary of the institute. That resolution expresses the
general view. There is a strong consensus of opinion among them regarding this matter.
““Tt expresses my own views as well. - One man stated, there were twenty-two Chinese
wagons with vegetables pass his door. The Chinese compete with all the farmers.
Henry Thomas Thrift, a farmer residing at Hazelmore, gave evidence which, from
his position, we regard as very important. Hesays: I am secretary of the Settlers’
Association of British Columbia to assist in resettling vacant lends. It has branches
as far east as Enderby. Seventeen branches, with a membership of sgyen or eight hun-
drel, presumably all settlers on land. There was a general annual mesting this year on
March 11. The majority of members are devidedly against Oriental immigration. The
Japanese are more to be feared than the Chinese on account of their superior intelli-
gence. First, the presence of Japs and Chinese hinder a better class of people coming
in and settling up these lands. The evidence is this: We have here one of the best
" markets in America for agricultural produce. Our own lands are vacant and unpro-
ductive. We lack that class of immigration here that the presence of the Chinese -
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supply. They would develop our lands and make them productive,

I know many people
have been deterred fi. coming here through the presence of Chinese, At many of
our meetings resolur. s have been passed addressed to the Dominion and Provincial

Governments asking .. restrict this and promote the class which we most d
of our members are Old Country people and from Eastern
We feel persuaded it would be immensely in the interes
desirable class inducements to come, cither from Eastern Canada or from the Ol
Country. There is an immense amount of nionsy sent out for agricultural products. A
person going on some of our lands cannot make a living, and they find the outside
callings filled with Oriental labour, and they cannot get work to hielp them out til] they

get started.  Market gardening would be the firut thing to be taken up, and the Chinese
practically control that husiness.

Second, if we got this class here it would
Third, the Chinese don’t become settlers and it would not be desirable if they
did.  Their system of living is altogether repugnant to people who desirs to live as
human beingy ought to live. The Dominjon lan's, through the efforts of our society,
are free to actual settlers. The Japs may come in and prevent the class coming in for
whom we are so anxious. If all lands in British Columbia were like the deita you might
employ Chinese and J apanese, but on wooded lanc the people have not got funds to pay
them and these small holders themselves require wyages to help to support themselves.
In this T voice the view of our association. Their interests are adverse to any further
immigration of that class of lnbour. I call small holding anything from ten” to fort
acres.  The casily cleared lands are not available, because they are held by wealthy far-
mers.  There is clearing after they are drained. There is not one-twentieth of these
delta lands under cultivation. It could be-brought under cultivation at from 210 to
820 an acre. In my ~wn case the alder bottom lands would ‘pay the first crop for
clearing.  Other parts I could not clear up for less than 8250 an acre. I say there are
83,500,000 a yeav of imports of agricultural produce that we can raise here. If we raise
that here fnuyone can see the advantage to the country. I made a carefu] estimate of the
amount of stuff raised in Surrey. Tu that district, of a total acreage of 76,000 acres,
there were 6,000 acres under cultivation ; that included all lands. I estimated there
were 18,000 acres of low flat land, principally delta land. The total product was less
than $250.000. T think the interests of the country should be considered before these
large industries. The North-west Territories comp:te with us in oats, hogs, butter,
cggs, poultry, L.

Those who have land here, of course, have to produce as’ cheaply as they can in
order to compete with the North-west, where there iy very little expense in bringing
the land under cultivation ; and those who have to pay too much for the land here
cannot compete with the North-west. T ma

¥ say I'have charge of a number of quarter
sections at the present time, hoth high lands and low lands, and as far as T am aware

there is nothing against those lands, providing the cost of clearing was not so high to
prevent competition with the North-west ; but the competitor we fear just now is the
Canadian Pacific Railway, our national railway—they have immense tracts of lands in
the North-west that they are anxious to get settled, ard they are more inclined to offer
inducements to settless to g0 on to lands belonging to the railway than they are to
induce settlers to come to British Columbia ; they are ‘offering great inducements for
settlers to the North West. The first question is thet of g market ; there is a good
market in British Columbia, and that gives the Canadiap Pacific Railway an immense
advantage. They discriminate in rates against the agricultural interests of British
Columbia ; they are giving settlers great inducements as far west as Calgary. A settier
coming to Calgary has every inducement held out, to him i & settler coming ¢y Calgary
can get there for §35.00, wheveas if he wants to come to British Columbia, he has to
pay $54.00. Tihere is a decided di crimination by the railway against settlers coming
to British Columbia. Thus the railway is preventing people coming in here who would
develop our lands.

The Chinese prevent peaple coming in.
for churches and schools, and not have to tra

esire. Many
Canada,—uot of a low class.

t of the countrfy to offer this

give a larger revenue,

We want these settlers for social life,—
mp several miles for one of our own kind.




- ON C'lI(NESE AND JAPANESE IMMIGRATION 47

SESSIONAL PAPER No. 64

The early settlers did sacrifice all advantages. T came here in 1879, settled at Hazel-
more in 1884, two miles north of the boundary, thirteen or fourteen miles from New
Westminster.

‘After the building of the Canadian Pacific Railway o great many men were looking
for & home, and, as mentioned here this morning, a great many men were brought out as
an experiment from Quebec, and went out in the wild land to settle. Practically the
bulk of the lands south of the river (Fraser river) was taken up, and the land back of
that these people went on to try and nakes homes for themselves. They had to reside
on the land for three years and there were other regulations which rendered it impos-
sible for those people to make a living. Access to market was not so easy as now, and
after & hard time endeavouring to clear land enough to support themselves, those people
had to cleur out. A great many of these people mortgaged their land and have since
had to abandon the land to the mortgage company.

Q. Is the unimproved land held av such a figure as would prevent fishermen settling
on it1—A. Well, as far as fishermen are concerned 1 know places surveyed in what they
call the fishermen’s lots ; these lots are in bi’é locations, and are from ten to fifteen acres
in extent, and they are held at from $15 to 230 an acre.

Q. Is there any class of white people in this province who would be prepared to hire
themselves out to clear land at such prices as a farmer could pay 1—A. I do not say
there are men here now, but there are openings for men to cume here and start in
building up homes for themselves. :

The greater proportion of the farm lands in this province are heavily timbered, which
require to be cleared to be productive, but you will find a great deal of land close to the
viver, good agricultural land, that can easily be cleared up.

Q. Who is going to do it now I—A. We have to do it ourselves,

Q. Then you require to have cheap labour i—A. The farmers are too poor to employ
cheap labour,

Ten years ago I paid $1.50 to 81.76 a day for clearing land.

Q. Take the ordinary settler who has come'in and gone on a farm, say twenty
miles from town ; how is he prejudicially affected by the presence of Orientals in the
country 1—A. If that man cannot make some little by working outside he will be in a
Vad position to have his land cleared, and his interests would be prejudicially affected.

Q. Where would such a man go for work -—A. There would be work for such men
all over the country, but for the presence of the Japanese and Chinese.

(). How is he prejudicially affected by their presence }—A. He is prejudicially
affected if he wants to go to town for work. :

Q. Do you mean to say that a farmer will go to town in that way —A. The best
settlers -we have to-day are those who had in the past gone to town and earned money
to help them along. It helps the amall holder to get along. It helps him to live, and
at the same time to devote his spave time in clearing the land and making a home for
himself. . :

Q. You told my learned friend, these men are too poor to pay for the clearing of
their land +—A. Yes. i

Q. Is that the result of the unhealthy competition they have to engage in1—A.
To some extent. I would no. say it is due to that entirely. These people have to
make a living somewhere. At first they cannot make it on their land ange:hey have to
take municipal work if they can get it. There is so much competition that the prices

_are so much reduced that a man cannot help himself much, and holders of small farms
are obliged to come to town and get work, or go into the logging camps.

Q. What happens when he finds the avenue of employment filled by Chinese or
Japanese 1-—A. Then he cannot get work, and he has either to starve or enter into an
unhealthy competition with these people. '

Q. You have spoken of little holdings being taken up and afterwards abandoned.
Do yo- inow whether the Orientals being in the province had anything to do with the

_abandc iment of the land 1—A. I do not think it had anything to do with the abandon-
ment of that land. ‘
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Q. Ts there any ditticulty in getting the best land settled I—A. Yes, because there
is no demand. T do not think it s because those lands are held too high.

Q. You spoke of Pitt Meadows, Do yau know how many acres there are there 1—
A. T cannot say. Itisa large tract of land, good land and capable of being cultivated,

Q. The presence of the Chinese does not' prevent that land from being settled 1—4,
I don’t know, but some of the land has been overflowed,

Q. Doesn't it strike you asa somewhat strange circumstance that we have a demand
for such produce as the land You speak of could raise, and yet we send out 33,500,000
for produce I—A. Yes. These lands are not available except to parties who can pay for
them.  We cannot, get money to come in here and invest in the high lands, that is, men
of large means and men of small means would come in here if they could make q living
here ; but they cannot get the lands under the same favourable conditions as settlers
can in the Narth-west, - ‘

Q. The Chinese would not prevent men of means coming in here I-—A. T do not
know that ; but there would be a great inducement to white settlers to come in here if
they could get work outside when they wanted it,

Q. The high land is heavily timbered 1—A. Yes,

Q. What is it held at per acre I—A. From 21.50 to 250 an acre,

“Q. The land that would be sold for $1.50 an acre would require a considerable
expenditure to bring it under cultivation 1—A. Yes.

Q. And it is becavse person coming in cannot at once obtain a living or depend on
getting a living out of the land, and finds the other avenuos blocked that settlers do not
come in here 1—A. Yes, that is my view,

In some measure the Orientals keep a better class of citizens out, T have employed
Japs but I would not employ them again to clear land because they don’t understand it.

William, James Brand rith, Secretary of the Fruit Growers’ Association for the
Province, savs: The association are in favour of total prohibition,—no further immi.
gration to be allowed. It applies to both Chinese and Japanese. That expresses my
own view also.  We are not suffering“as yet from this cause, but the thin edge of the
wedge has entered. I know one Chinese with fifteen acres, who has strawberries, and
another of ten acres of orchard, The property is leased. Another property of seventy
acres leaser] to Chinamen 5 two and a half acres are orchard and a half acre strawberries ;
and other cases. T have a list of Chinesg within my knowledge engaged in fruit growing
and market gardening. There are twenty Chinese bosses I know of, and a total of 643
acres, a market garden and orchard, On ten acres there were twelve Chinamen. Tt is
impossible for a_ white man to compete, because the Chinese live at a cost of about ten
cents a"ddy. I have this from three Chinese,—Lee Wan, Charles Hees, and another
commonly known as the ¢ Pirate,” T liuvescen them selecting food from the swill barrel.
The difference in the cost of living would be the profit or loss, They are a menace to
health. The membe.ship of our association is about eighty. There are two hundred
and fifty on the roll. Eighty have paid their annual fees and are in good standing.
There were twenty-three or four at the annual meeting. I think alnost <very one has
expressed his views to me,

Tt has been suggested that Chinese labour was necessary in dyking and clearing the
delta lands and lands along the Fraser. It wasg therefore opportune to obtain’ the
evidence of a gentleman who has a large interest in this question and whose evidencc
commended itself as worthy of the most careful consideration. )

Alexander Cruickshanks said : I havea contract'to settle a lnrge tract of land on the

Fraser with whom I please, but- T am- getting -it settled by white pesple af Matsqui
Prairie. It is a good farming section. There are 10,600 acres already reclaimed with
dyke, of which T have 6,000 acres, all reclaimed land. That was reclaimed with dyke
seven miles long on the Fraser front. The dyke was made by white labour and maghi.
nery. No Chinese labour was used, The work is completed. Thers are several
thousand acres more. The machinery managed by white men is the cheaper method.
Pitt Meadows was reclaimed in the same way,—by machinery and white labour, con-
taining about fifteen thousand acres, and there are about thirty thousand acres at
Chilliwack, which is being reclaimed end ditched, by machinery and white labour in
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the same way. The work is going on at present. There is another tract of land lying

between Matsqui and Chilliwack, containing about thirty thousand acres, not yet
reclaimed, but could bo; aud several largo islands, containing many thousand acres of
Jand that it is possible to reclaim, and this land is all of the very finest. There is no
better dairy land in America than that. From the nature of the work Chinese labour
could not be prdﬁtublj' employed. Part of it is open prairie; partis open scrub willow,
crab apple, hazel, and such like. T don’t think there would be any advantage to have
Chinese for that part of the work. Chinese have been used in making smaller dykes
towards the mouth of the Fraser. Some have been used last year. The Chinese are
not required up the river, and I sce no reason why they should he required for dyking
land down the tiver.

My terms are as follows: The price at which T sell the land averages $20 an acre.
1 get 83 cash, or its equivalent, and the balance is distributed over a period of six years,.
in equal payments at six per cent. Six of the sottlers are fishermen whose main
business is fishing. I think it would be to the advantage of hoth fishing and farming to
carry them on together. When they stop the fishing at the end of the week at close
season on Sunday night the run of gaturday have got that far and the fishermen have
a greater catch than the men at the mouth of the river, and on Monday and Monday
night he catches also better, and the fishermen there lay off the rest of the'week. One
fisherman was most successful on the whole run, fishing only two nights and days, and
the rest of the week he put up his hay, and he had a home of his own when the fishing
season was over. The fishermen of the city and those in scow houses are looking for
land at the present time. There is good land on the Fraser, capable of furnishing
three thousand families in small allotments, being land not occupied at the present time,
not Crown land, held by various parties who invested in them when it was thought to
be a good speculation. I know many of the present holders who are anxious to sell
those lands on reasonable terms within the means of working men. This would be a
great source of supply for all industries—men with a stake in the country and families.
T was in Manitoba, and until four years ago, in Minneapolis, and with a large logging
company in Wisconsin. The capable men around our saw mills here were trained east. -
The proof is these men are selected as foremen. I came here twelve years ago. Have
been' out of the country six and ahalf years. Am a British . subject, born in
Ontafio. I would bein favour of any measure in the direction of exclusion. 1 have
got men clearing land at Matsqui, of brush and scrub, and I am paying them in land
and let them pay and work for land. They are whito men. If Chinese offer to do the
work for half the amount I would not accept the offer because I would not consider it
good business to do so. If I did T would not get as good a price for theland which was
left. It depreciates the price of the adjoining land to sell land on these terms to China-
men. At t?xe Court of Revision in this city, men appear to have their assessment
lowered because Chinamen are on adjoining lots. In settling a tract of land,
until I get a certain number of settlers in, I find it difficult to get pevple to goina
district where there are no neighbours. There is the question of schools and churches.
Where I succeed in getting a white man with his family 1 have made it easier to sell
the rest. It then becomes a more desirable place to live in, T look on the exclusion of
the Chinese from the whole country as in the interest of the country, and on the same
grounds I exclude them from my land ; no matter how cheap I got their. labour, it would
be a bad business to employ them there. I think the country will be cleared by white
- men; and Agmdua]ly,—f@‘]jtﬂth at a time, It zgu got your Chinamen at twenty cents a
day the cost of clearing timber land wouldbe-more ‘than the- price-of-good land that
never had such growth of timber onit. 1 dan't consider it a business proposition to
clear heavy timbered land. Moody Square, in $his city (New Westminster), cost over
8300 an ncre to clear it of stumps. I don’t agree with the suggestion that Chinese
labour is necessary to clear the land. Men are offering to come and work for me clear-
ing lands as a cash payment on lots they are willing to buy from me. 1 draw no dis-
tinction with respect to Chinese and Japanese. AN T have said applies equally to both.
I own the lands I refer to. The land between this city and Vancouver has a peculiar
value for small holdingy, but not for farming. “There are choice places in every districl
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and in Burnaby theve are many low-lying lands. I think it was a mistake so many
settlers were placed on these hill lands, They have had less pay for their work than
any other elass.  Hill lands cannot compete with low land if labour was five cents g
day.  Dyking at Pitt Meadows was a first experiment in dyling and experiments cost
wmoney.  There is a large block of land on Lulu Island. It js already dyked and could
be made a garden.  Fen acre lots would support a family ; a good place for fishermen,
They fish all around it.  One real estate man sold eleven lots this week for this purpose.
On Lelu Island ten years ago they asked 3200 an acre. It went. down again. This is
A good country. It has got the soil and climate and resources to support a white popu-
lation. It would be veiy unprofitable to build that dyke by hand Iabour. Boys are
prevented from learning.  How can mills expect to get an efticient staff if they employ
Chinese ! I have communications from England from workingmen, und when they do
come hiere thev s disappointed in seeing so many Chinese. Chinese would be worse
than no neighbowrs. They would make the lands unsaleable. I want to get the country
settlsd up. I can’t see how this cluss is necessary. 1 know there are conditions brought '
about because this lnbour was here,  Certain industrics are dependent on cheap labour
for their profit. 1 think if the country ways settled up the white settlers would give
them a substitute for this cheap labour that would be better every way. In dyking no
kind of labour can compete with a machine that can draw up two thousand yards a
day at a cost of 326 a day ; that would be under favourable circumstances. There are
lands where they use the tramway and railroad as the only practical way of dyking.
Chinese would be impracticable there beeause they bring the material from a distance,
Heam-made dykes are better than those built by hand labour. When the stuff is
dumped ten feet the impacet is very great. T worked in the business. The cost of
reclaiming fand on the Fraser would he less than in any place T know of. T think if a
capitalist, he had better buy cleared land, and if a labouring man, he had better exclude
the Chinese so that when he goes ont to work he won’t meet with competition. The
mest of the farmers T know have to go out and work and aie met by the Chinese. When
wen come here from the United States and pay money out for land, I have had them

-call my attention over and over again to the number of orientals here, and this prevents
the immigration of whites. The farmer. does not go into market gardening, but the
settler does at the outset arad he has to work at anything he can do.

Q. Wouldn't you say it is a great advautage to the farmers to get a class of men who .
are ready to do that rough work {clearing timber lands) at a lower cost than could
possibly be done by white: men?—A. Men in that case would be making money out of
the nucessities of the Chinese, but they would find it a great disadvantage if the Chinese
were working at something else.  Farmers would get other work outside to help them
if there was no Chinese labour in competition with them, in building roads, and dykes
and ditehes,

Q. Weliave had evidence that they find it a great advantage to have oriental
labour in clearing land I—A. Chinese labour can be done without by using machinery
run by white men, and the advantage gained by the country would far more than
counterbulance this cheap labour of the Chinese. :

Q. Take a farmer who is personaliy occupied in the cultivation of the land he has
cleared and he wants to clear a little wore land. He savs, I cannot afford to ray §2 a
day to men to do such rough work, and he says it is to his advantage to have orjentals
do the work -—A. I disagree with him.  He would meet the competition of the China-
men when he went to sell his. produce, and therefore any advantage he would gain in
the first place by employing the Chinamen to clear the land would be counterbalanced
and more by the competition he would have from the Chinamen in the sale of his
produce.

1 have never seen one hundred acres of bush land eleared vet by a farmer. I have
seen men gradually elearing land, but at a very slow rate.  If he was asking my advice
as to clearing heavily timbered land for farming, from a business standpoint I wounld
advise him not to do it. . . . At the present tiine it would be better to
get on the low lands.  There are over one hundred thousand acres of that kind of land
that can be put in small holdings. )
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Q. These people seem to have been blind to their own interests. They have settled
on heavily timbered farms and have started to clear them?

'A. The most of them are forced now to go out and do work outside to get a little
cash, and when they go out to do work they find themselves in competition with the
Chinese and can get very little cash. If there was no competition from the Chinese
cheap labour, these men would have a chance of making a little outside andhelping
themselves in developing their small holdings ; but that is a case 1 have not. coine across,
of farmers employirig oriental labour to clear land in the way you put it. .

Their presence here has certainly a deterrent effect on white people coming in and
settling up the country. He finds that he wiil have to come into competition with the
Chinese and he at once secks other fields in which to employ his capital and his labour.

I was in Manitoba seven years and the workers on railroads and farm labourers
became settlers. If you lower the wage class von redu. the standard. I think the
canners are entitled to consideration, but I think they could get white labour. I think
it is regrettable that white labour avoids coming here. The wages are as high, but there
is & disadvantage. It is the last job I would look for. 1 would not like to be oneina -
gang of ten Chinamen. The white labourers are beginning to feel what they ought not -
to feel—that any job is beneath them. T think one of the nicest jobs there is, is piling
lumber. Piling lumber is not low. It is a good decent job. T know lots of college
students east that will be piling lumber. I have a contract to settle a lot of land and I
sell how I please, so long as I get the net amount for the vendors. They are all
-speculators. o .

An exceptionally ¢lear statement showing how ihe presence of Chinese and Jap-
anese militates against the settlement and-permanent development of the country was
given by Mr. N. C. Schow. We commend this statement as coming from a witness un-
prejudiced nnd without pecuniary interest, and from his personal knowledge, close
observation and keen vision, clearly indicates the permanent injury the province suffers
from this class of labour.

N. C. Schow says: I reside in the city of Vancouver. Have been reeve of Burnaby
for nine years, an out district partly residential, partly agricuitural, and affording a
Jimited amount of lumbering opportunities. I have a home in Burnaby. I am assistant
editor of the News-Advertiser. Am an Englishman by birth. Have resided here ten
years. We have a by-law in our municipality which prohibits tho use of Japanese and
Chinese labour on municipal work. We found that very beueficial in encovraging
small holders ; and by dividing contracts into small sections wy dispense with a middle
man. Two or three white workers will tuke up road improvement in partnership and
compete so keenly, but good-humouredly, that we believe the municipality loses little by dis-
pensing with Mongolian labour. The rates just now often bring them no more than $1.25a
day, but they take up our contracts between intervals of work on their own holdings, where
they live cheaply and independently, raising their 6wn vegetables, fowls, &c., so that they
don’t complain. The labour is free, not servile, and our vontracts enable many of these
men to improve their holdings and remain in the district, and bring up assessment
values and improve the district generally. We hava enforced the by-law in two
instances—the only two in which any attempt was rade to break it, by declining to
allow the contractor for the Chinese labour employed. That was the punishment for
breach. As a matter of fact the by-laws are willingly submitted to by all the people.
Woe take care to include Japanese as well in the exclusion, because we consider the
Japanese even more dangerous than the Chinese. Some of our residents -before Japs
came on the Fraser used to put in & month or six weeks in fishing, but this source of
eking out their income is now practically at an end. At one time, too, tlieve were many
white workers engaged in the woods in Burnaby, in cutting shingle bolis, but these
have nearly all been displaced by Japanese workers ; as a result of which the white
settlement has undoubtedly been prevented to a considerable extent in some parts of
our municipality. We have a lumiber mill st Barnet and there, as the owner says, of
necessity, by reason of competing with other mills, a very large proportion of employees
consist of Chinese and Japanese. We should have a good d=al of market gardening in

the district. It is well adapted for it, but for Chinese competition ; but as things are,
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we have only two or three specially skilled men engaged in that industry.  Some of the
settlers make fair livings to a large extent by small fruit growing. This industry for
some reason, which I have not been able to discover, the Mongolians have not yet
entered. If they should enter it those engaged in.snall fruit growing in Burnaby would
not be able to compete and get a veasonably good living, They are in constant dread
of an invasion of their occupation by tie Japanese, as they are more inclined to go in
for more skilled work. There are some cases of Japanese on hire for as low ag 25 a
month with the meagrest of board, and arhough they undovbtedly help to clear land
cheaply, most of us feel that in the end the farmers will pay dearly for the temporary
gain, both socially and economically,

As to Chinese, I would favour almost total exclusion. I believe, judging from my
experience in England and here, that if there was an exclusion of the Chinese and
Japanese u large amount of cheap white labour would flow in gradually, sufficient to
meet all requirements. I believe the immigration of white labourers hag been almost
absolutely prevented from entering by the presence here of Japanese and Chinese. 1
have been trying for two days to get empioyment for an English labourer, temperate and
willing to work, who has been in Canada for some years and knows the country and its
ways, and I find it impossible to obtain him a position, either on farms near here or in
the city itself. I have a plied to leading farmers and I find Japanese working on farms
and superceding white laf)our.

I correspond with some leading English papers on Canadian matters and I find it

impossible to recommend ordinary British labourers to emigrate unc s existing circum-

stances. The only class I could conscientioysly recommend as a rule is mining labour,
as to which I have been able to say that there is a moderate opportunity for a limited
aumber of really skilled and temperate men. In the absence of Chinese and Japanese,
I am persuaded thay there are districts around here, and islands, and gulf islands, which
will afford admirable opportunity for a hardy stock of British and other European set-
tlers. 1 allude particularly to men who gain part of their living on homesteads by
gardening and agrivulture, and part of their living on the adjacent sea or river. There
are many such men who, under ordinary conditions, would emigrate to the Province

from seaboard districts in Scotland, in Ireland, the Isle of Man, and points on the north .

coast of England, and in some of these locations the population is congested—to a dis-
trict like this where the climate is like the British Isles—and they would not have to
change very greatly their mode of life.

T object to the Chinese. First, because they exclude white settlement, which we
need in this country ; and, secondly, they spend little, so that the wage fund is a drain,
as it does not freely circulate like others, I have no prejudice as to colour or race, hut

soci'nlli' and economically I ook upon their presence as a detriment to a British Province..

I think the Japanese will settle’ the Chinese question because they will drive out the
Chinese. The Japanese are infinitely more adapted to cut out white labour. The limi.
tation I would suggest would ba based on our population—say three per thousand of our
population, of Japanese. As to the Chinese, an increased poll tax to 2500 and « treaty,
if obtainable,

Q. Do you think oriental immigration amounts to anything in comparison with the
interests underlying the different industries here? A. I think the country would have
been better off with from twenty to twenty-five thonsand white settlers here in place of
the Chinese and Japancse. Undoubtedly they have developed u large number of sub-
sidiary industries, but I say they are not desirable, and that, the more desirable class
would be settlers having little holdings of their own, and guining & little help by the fishing,

I think the larger industries have heen a little handicapped here. They have not been - 7

sutliciently independent. They have heen so largely in the hands of the financial
corporations and depended on them for assistance that their operations have beer cramped.
That has had something to do with the cramping of the large industries. The resident
capital of British Columkia is vesy small indeed. I doubt if we have three mil-
lionaires in the count:y. I take it "that it i~ important that we should have resident
capital here. Two-thirds of the capital is from the Eact or from B, itain, and interest
has to be paid on that.
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Q. Are the conditions improving I—A. 1 do.not think the general conditions are
developing very steadily. Mining is developing, but the struggle for life is keener than
it was in many places ten years ago. .

Q. How many white men have been displaced in your municipality by Chinese or

Japanese i—A. I think probably fifty or sixty.
) Q. Are those Chinese or Japanese taxpayers 1—A. Only one or two, if any.

Q. Has the presenco of the Chinese a tendency to discourage them from clearing
the land I—A. Tt certainly does discourage them, and it cripples them finizeielly a3 well.

Several of them have to employ Chinese because of financi:! difliculties.
.. You have to consider all the conditions. A labourer receiving 32 a day here
is not in as good a position as a labourer who receives five shillings a day in England,
but an English labourer could get along nicely here on 22 a day. . . .

Q. How long is it since those conditions were introduced as to small holdingst—
A. Possibly four or five years. ' o

Q. Was there some wild land tax to large holders1—A. Yes, we have an extra tax
on wild lands. It approaches twenty mills on whe dollar. The purpose of that is to
break up the large holdings or to induce the owners-to sell. We had large quantities of
land allowed to remain unused for years, for which we were obtaining practically no
revenue, land mainly owned by absentees, and we tax that now «w as to induce the
absentee owners to sell, so that small holdings can be had for all our people.

Q. Was that by municipal taxation or Government taxation§—A. Ours is muni-
cipal taxation. It has been in effect ever since we have been in the municipality, ten
years, I think a difference was brought about by legislation some years before that; 1
think, speaking from memory, that one has been in force twelve years.

Q). That would interfere to a certain extent with those who have invested large
sums of money in lands I—A. It might press hard on investors, but it is forced on us.
There is no market for wild land now.

Q. You acted on the principle, if capital was not willing to open up any of the
large holdings, then the capitalists would be willing to slump the land on the market 1
—A. After paying taxes for so many years they come to the conclusion that the growth
of the country was not sufficient to make them a return for the money invested. The
trouble is we have so few buyers ; it is a difficult problem indeed to know what to do
with the wild land around us.

Q. Those peop'e who invested are not interested in inducing more capital to come
inl—A. Itis a very awkward position, and many outside investors no doubt suffer from
such a state of things. In England, if land is vacant there is no tax ; but when they

found vacant land here and found that it was taxed they were willing to dispose of it

at & reasonable figure, so that it might be divided up in small holdings.

A good deal has been said about unearned increment, but I think there is very
little unearned increment outside of the city. I rather think it is the other way.
Practically I think our system is & proper one, and loads to the development of the
country and of the settlement of the country by good settlers on small holdings of from
five to twenty acres. That I look forward to as the ultimate solution of this question,
but it will take some time hecause the oriental will not help a grest deal in that way.

" Q. When you speak of the effect of taxation being that capital does not come in
any more, what do you mean 1—A. Well, I think Mr. Foley was asking whether capital
would come in to develop wild lands.

Q. When capitalists purchase wild lands the capital was simply left there —A.

~They had to leave it there. The only good effect of it was that the eapital got into the
hands of the people of the country . The revenue of the country was certainly

less because of those large holdings. The interest of the country was practically a ™"~

sncrifice in the giving away of such large tracts of land to large holders. . . . . -

Q. Do you think it would be a great advantage to have small holdings in the
neighbourhood of the fisheries - —A. Yes, I think it would be a great advantage to
have small holdings, especially in the neighborhood of the towns and cities,

Q. Would you restrict it to less than eighty acres?—A. The Government policy
should be directed in every way to encourage the occupation of small holdings near .
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the cities.  There are places where larger arcas would be necessary, such as in the
“Okanagan Territory and others.  Near the city I should say the holdings should vary
in size from five to twenty acres. I know that in Burnaby holdings of two and a half
acres do very well.  The owner is near town atd has work in town, Burnaby is better
for truck raisivg and market gardening. At very little expense and with very little
expenditure of labour at odd times the holder of two and a half acres in Burnaby who
can secure labour in the city gets along very well. I think that you mey fairly say that
there are twenty-five piggerics in Burnaby, that there are twenty-five people engaged
in that industry.  These wen are not market gardeners, but hog raisers and they do
very well, o
James Thomas Smith says: Tam a farmer, six miles from Vancouver ; farming
all my life.  Came from New Brunswick. Here fourteen years. Have 170 acres.
Ninety cleared. We have cleared another farm—some heavy and some light. Tt cost
from 25 to 8100 an acre to clear. The Chinese are doing us out of our market.
Their method differs from ours, They have started in ti:c dairy business now. Tt has
been getting worse every year.  We can get white laboor as cheap. Tt would he a
long way cheaper by hiring white nien beeause they can do more work, T am speaking
from experience. The Chinese don’t buy our produce. They live on rice from China,
cggs from China rolled up in clay, China oil, ete. A beast died in the prairie, and
they got her and ate her. T had a sick cow. The calf died and we killed the cow,
A Chinaman wanted the cow to eat. T buricd her. T considered the cow unfit for hogs
or chickens. They live in small houses and overcrowd. T have counted 55 Chinamen
in a small shanty, "15 by 30 feet, and the upstairs not high enough for them to stand up.
They never have the doors or windows open.  They vse the house for a store, a gambling
house, liquour and epium. This was within a few hundred yards of my own house.
We did some ditching, partly by Chinese and partly white men. Ditching is let at
10 cents a vod to Chinese. T would rather pay 18 cents to white men. . We cmploy
white men this year. Sometimes the white men are not around, A white man can do
more than Chinese.  He will do three times as mucly, I have been all over the country,
and wherever 1 have been are Chinese gardeners, v ot many Chinese yet raising kay, but
they are going into it.  Our taxes amount to £200 a year.  Other farmers’ views are
the same as my own.  There is a Farmers’ Institute.  We Luild levees. , Formerly we
employed Chinese ; now we find whites just as cheap.  Chinese offered me £20 an nere
for a year for sixty acres, but 1 would not lot them have it. I would have to pat the
taxes. I think the land was worth in the market 8200 an acre.  Except. it is suitable
for selling off in small lots it, would not bring so much,  If it is on the river in a gowd
situation, near to Vancouver, it would sell well, but ny land is ne’. vorth 2200 an acre.

-1 paid for the fiest seventy 370 an acre. The land adjoining that is not clesred vet. I

was offered 345 an acre for it. The situation makes. a great deal of difference. For
instance, my brother-in-law bought 160 ucres last fall from Judge Crease’s land ; it was
not wild, but nncultivated. It was out in the centre of the ieland. Part of it runs into
the bog ; it is not good land. TLand under cultivation runs all the way from 840, Good
land is worth as much now as it was three years ago, but not unless suitable for selling
off in small lots, ;

T bought my farny, 170 acres, three or four years ago. I paid about 875 for a piece
of it, 120 acres, and the balance, wich buildings on, 3200 an acre,

I grow principally hay, oats, wheat and turnips.  Last year I took off about one
hundred tons of hay. Sold some for 210 a ton and some for $12 a ton, delivered in town,
Sold about thirty-five tons. Sold about twenty tons of oats at 324 or $25 a ton, deliv.
ered in town. Sold uo barley. Sold two tons of wheat at 830 a ton. Sold three
thousand pounds of butter at 30 cents, and a little sold for 35 cents. Made about &50
out of eggs. In a fair year we have to sell at lower prices.  'We did not have enough
to pay our ‘debfs in town. I know we would get better prices if the Chinese and
Japanese were not here. )

On an average they pay $8, £12, and 815 an acre for extra good 1and. They ma

pay 320 an acre.  The Chinese took a lease for ninety-nine years.  He is paying 210 an
acre. ) ’
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They encroach upon the farmer in wood cutting. About four years ago we had
about twenty acres of heavy wood cut and we employed a white man to cut out the
wood. We got it out at a very small figure. We always took out nt least ore hundred
cords of wood in a year, and sometimes more ; but now, owing to Chinese and Japanese
supplying the market with wood, we have a lot of it on our hands yet, beeause we
cannot sell it to clear ourselves. We cannot compete with them in selling wood, even
when the wood is cut off our own lands.
The consensus of opinion among the farmers is against granting them the frapchise.
€. Do you think if those here secured the franchise it iy likely to lead to trouble
——A. It is likely to lead to rebellion.
¢ we had white labour in the canneries they could help on the farm as well. None
of the Chinese have their families except one on Lalu Island and one on the mainland.
A Chinaman told me he had four hundred tons of potatoes.
Willinm Daniels, o farmer, said : Have lived twenty-five years in South Vancouver.
T own sixty-seven and a half acres. There were twenty acres cleared. T raised hay,
potatoes, turnips, cabbage, and sold in Vancouver. T rent forty acres to a Chinaman
now, and get 8415 cash for it, annually. He raises everything in the shape of vegetables.
I could not compete.  Most of the land where T am has beep cleared by the Chinese.
1 think they are very good to clear Iand. They have a good deal leased around there.
Tt costs 2150 an acre to clear land. T think I paid, in adidition, 2700 to ditch twenty-
cight chains and put in floud-boxes ; that is all on the main dyke. 1 don’t know if it
waould cost more if o Chinamen were here. The number of Thinese farmers is increasing
lutely. There are more leasss. Farms are now rented. This Chinaman lives in my
house, 16 by 22 feet; sometines he has six, twelve or fifteen Chinamen with him. They
eat rice, potatoes, meat. "The Chinese are good tenants. They cultivate the land well.
'fhey can get more off the lands than I do. I could get my son-in iaw to work the place
if there were no Chinese. 1 cleared twenty ncres and they clenred twenty acves.  Japs
are not as good as Chinese. I had them offer to work at 25 a month. T believe the
Jap is more dangerous than the Chinese. Theie were no Chinamen here when I cleared
my twenty acres. 1 cauld not afford to pay a white man to clear land. It is dirty work
and you could not get » white man to do it unless you pay him an outrageous wage.
The Jast twenty-eight acres cost me about one-half the ranch to do the clearing of
it. My wife and I did the ¢learing. I had to sell half the vanch to keep us going.
Acconding to the way Chinese Jive, they live better than [ do. "They have got plenty
of everything in the way of living, as a Chinaman does.
The evidence of Edward Musgrave probubly gives. the clearest statement of the
~ views of those who do not believe in restriction. A summary of bis evidence as taken
down by il chairman is therefore given at length. He says: I reside in the
Cowichan district. I am farming at present, and have been for sixteen years, there and
on Salt Spring Island. I employ Chinese the whole time ; one domestic and one or £
outside, and one white man. T pay the Chinese domestic 325 » month-and the outside
men 320 to 325, and by the day at 31 a day. They board themselves. 1 pay the white
man: from 830 to $40 a month and he boards himself. I find the Chinese goud servants.
The white manis physically stronger. 1t is not difficult to get white labour at that price.
"The Chinese ave not. largely employed by farmers. 1 don't think the numbers employed
are increasing. They live as a distinct race. 1 should not think it desirable if they did
assimilate. I should be sorry to see them settle here and bring their families here. T
should much prefer to see our own people. The reasou is very obvious. I have no
desive w sce them fill positions of unskilled labour. 1 am not making & living out of
farming. If ¥ had to make a living 1 could not pay white labour, and it is doubtful
if 1 could pay Chincse. I chould have to fall back on Japanese. The profits of farming
are not sufticiently high to pay the ordinary rate of wages. The farmers who are doing
well do the work themselves. 1 think it beneficial for further immigration of the coolie
class. Wages are and have been abnormally high. Very many industries have been
helped by coolie immigration. They don’t compete with the mechanical class and they
supply c{eaper labour. Under present circumstances I would hi.é mo restrictions at
all. If T did restrict T would doitina different way. I consider the present restriction

.
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it bad and dishonest system. Tt does not yeach the object aimed at. Tt merely makes
the expense of Chinamen, entering the country greater, It merely becomes a question
of whether it will pay him. it keeps some out.  The ordinary Chinese can not afford
to pay.  He horrows from some company and has to repay with exorbitaut interest. [
think it dishonest to tax a man to come in and tax him when hore and then refuse to
allow him to be employed on Government work. T think it quite wrong.  If admissible
it ought to be total exclusion, It would be a more honest system, Ishould say by treaty
with China.  In the present state of affaivs it is entirely against our treaty obligations.
I have’very little experience with the Japauese, A large and growing number of
Japanese are employed in our dictrict. They have been of immense benefit to the
provincee, T think.  The common wage of u Japanese at present is small ; 310 a month
and a ration of rice and Potatoes, but after they have been here they begin to increase
their demand and will ‘work vesy little under a Chinaman. 1 see no necessity for
restriction, as far as we have gone. If many came then T would press the Home
Government to limit the mrnher. Tt is a very diflicult question to decide upon. 1 may
say that the Chinese are only employed in certain work. They are not good hands with
animals, ploughing, ete. I Dave hean eight years sheep farming on the Salt Springs
Istand. T think it hecessary to have eheap lubour to clear the lands,

In vegulating the price of our products, the iinports are of the greatest importance,
Very little agricultural preduce is raised in the province. The expense of clearing iy
enormous. It won't pay to do-it. 1 douwt if a 1man could clear the land and support

- himself unless he got outside work., Very few can afford to employ even Japs, ‘The
average bush lands ¢ost to clear, employing partly Chinese and white labour, from $100
to $200 an acre. The man who clears and sells never gets his money out of it. No
daubt it could be cleared in a scientific way :nuch cheaper, but those who go into the
business cannot afford to employ up-to-date machinery and tools, T had knowledge of
farming in Scotland, New Zealand, South Australia and South America, In New
Zealand T was in sheep farming. T pav my white man by the year.  No trouble to find
white Jabour at that price. [ consider 21550 o day all the year round is a higher price
than &2 for ordinary job. I should think about 22 is the ordinary wages. T don’t think
an increased white” population here would increase land values; it might. Can't say
how much. A larger population would increase the demand for my farm produce. 1
don’t think farming will ever become a large industry on this Island. T doubt even if
you ean clear land with Japanese labour at 4 profit. It is a question whether you have
labour at a reasonable rate, or at an abnormal rate. I think a municipality should get
their labour done as cheaply as possible, without considering any of these Jabour ques-
tions. T think a government ought in every fair way to foster their own people. In
my opinion this outery about Chinese s a hollow mockery. T don’t quarrel with white
labour. T have had in my employment almost every European nationality.  There is a
certain amount of humbug. A white man will refuse to work with a Chinaman, bat he
will take a contract and hirp: Chinaman and work with them, the lahourers doing what
i quite natural.  New Zealand has developed much more rapidly, but you cannot com-
pare the two ; the one was covered with forests ; the other was open land ; and a different
climate as well. T don’t think farmers could get on without Chinese. :

I am sorry to say that the farms about here, most of them, ure mortgaged, for the
purpose of raising money to clear them, and the farmers literally cannot afford to pay
for Chinese, Japanese, or white labour. T have had forty years' experience out of
England. The Chinese compare favourably with certain classes of labour.  Of all the
different nationalities T have employed, I have always found.our countrymen the most
difficult to deal with, owing to their independence of character, and should not like to
see them have less. The Chinese are docile, but they won’t stand abuse and ill-
treatment, and stay with You.  You can trust them to work and they are very grateful
for good treatment. T have found them very honesi. - We don’t lock up against them.
The Chinese seem very clean in their persons, but they have no idea of sanitary ar-
rangement. My Chinese it as clean in his room as Lam in my own, and so is the out-
side Chinaman, but they will throw everything outside. They are unsanitary. T don’t
want servile people to deal with. T don't think Chinese are serviie,
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Captain Edward Berkley says: 1 veside in Westholm on the E. & N, railroad, 46
miles from Victovia. 1 am a retired captain in the Royal Navy. Have a rvanch ; for
several years past uy business has been ranching and clearing land. Am postmaster
and wagistrate. I very seldom employ Chinese.  Chinese are uot employed on ranches.
1 have had Chinese for cooks several years ago.  The average wages 1 $15 a month and
food. Cheap labour, regardless of colour, 1 say. Anyone to help the farmer make
money by. I hnve 225 acres and my son 200 acres. My son’s property is nearly cleared.
Dairy, grain and fruit farm. 1 commenced with the Japs. I chopped and ke piled it.
It is'a grass run.  Have fifteen cows and one Jandred sheep. 1 have been seven years
there. 1 gave $5,000 for 265 acres. Cheap labour is necessary. I should not like to
see coolic: labour except as an exigency. [ have seen twelve Chinese in a house and they
were al! friendly ; outside dirty. The average Jap will Jo as much us o white man except
at chopping. I am extremely favourable to white labour but cannot afford to pay for it.

There is only one white labourer in the whole district. There are none t¢ be bad.
What we want is more people to cultivate the soil ; to come in with a little capital.
A Jap is more valuable about a farm than & white man because he will do all the small
chores and not he offended.

We cannot vaise produce just now. Every one of the farmers is trying to do the
work of three men. It is not for the want of will that more is not produced ; it is from
the want of power. The small rancher can go out and get $2 per day and he can have
« Chinaman to de all the chores around the place at fifty cents per day. I am not in
favour of Chinese in this country ; God forbid I should be in fav ur of anything of the
kind ; but he is required temporarily ; he is far more decent than he is given credit.

Michael Finerty, farmer, lived four and a half miles from Victoria, says: 1 have a
farm., I learned my trade as gardener and stone mason in Ireland, I came here in
1362. T don’t follow my trade. T had to give up gardening. 'We used tosell our pro-
duce to green grocers. We would make 38, 39, 810, 220 a day.  All were well satisfied.
We had cheap iabour in those days, Indians. They were good workers, and after a time
the Chinamen came and brought the smallpox and 5,000 Indians died of it. The
Chinese live cheaper. Take their stuff iround upon & pole and basket ; they sell much
cheaper. I could not compete. 1 followed it five or six years. All white men went
out of the business, They confine themselves to market gardening. They work for
farmers. A good white man could do as much as two or three Chinese. I don’t think
the Chinese or Japs are necessary for the farmer. My farm is 160 acres.  None of my
neighbours are in favour of Chinese at all. They expect to live on the white race. 1
don’t agree with the last witness. The race we want is & white race that will be per-
manent and help build up the country.  All we made we iny ested in property and make
a good home for ourselves.

Samuel M. Robing, of Nanaimo, superintendent of the New Vancouver Coal Com-
paay, says: At this moment we have a Jarger number of Chinese than usual clearing
land, namely, fifty-seven. 1 em rushing the cleaving to get the spring crops in. Then
they will be dropped in large numbers.  We heve eight Chinese as farm hands proper.
I think the immigration of Chinese into this provinge shouldl be entirely stopped, either
by prohibition or a prohibitive head tax. I have never engaged Japanese in clearing
land. When I speak of oue I refer to the other.  The company has cleared abov® 700G
acres by Chinese labous, whilst the leaseholders under the company have cleared mustly
by Chinese labour, 600 or 700 acres more, I say mostly, because a good many have
done their own clearing, or engaged whites to clear, even if it cost three times what it
would cost with Chinese. Owing to the apparent superabundance of Chinese labourers,
fny opinion is that none of the existing industries in the province would suffer by pro-
hibiting Chinese immigration. I don’t think it would be wise to put off the time for
excluding them. In fact, T think il it be an evil the sooner it is checked before it grows
to, unmanageable dimension the better.

The results of farming have varied so every few years that I can hardly say whether
it is possible to clear land at wages paid to white labou: and make a profit out of it ssa
farming proposition. I believe farming in the last few years carried on scientificallyf
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would be quite possible by white men, but a few years back it would not have been
possible. :

Alfred L. Hunt, an Englishman, but who has lived some years in the States, says
I am a farmer. Resided in British Columbia o year and a’half. I find no opening
here in my line of business. The Chinese are in market gardening. A man would
stand no chance for the Chinese peddling. A farmer could not do this.

Edmend Arthur Atkins, Reeve of Coquitlan, says: I have resided there off and
on since 1860.  Engaged in farming for twenty years. I worked my own farm of from
thirty to forty acres.  We want to have not o many Chinese and Japanese, but do not
exclude them altogether, because if we do we are going to get left. I have a Japanese
now at 315 a month. There are eighteen voters residing in the municipality. I was
foreman in Moody & Company's sawmill. T think 100 ought to keep them out pretty
nearly. A man cannot work for Jap’s wages and keep a family.

I'paid o man 245 a month and his board, and when Caledonia Day came along he

“left me with twenty tons of hay to drawin. I have been left that way several times,

You cannot depend on them. It is just this way, if we go to work and get all the
Chinese and Japanese out of the country it will raise- the wages to such an extent that
the farmers cannot’ possibly live.  You see our ranches in this country have all to he
cleared up. If we have to pay 32 a day, which is the wages for white labour today, we
cannot possibly make enongh off the land to pay any such wages. T do not do anything
in market gardening. T am into mixed farming, supplying milk to the creamery and
vaising hogs and cattle. T have paid a white man 230 a month and his board. 1 only
asked him to work from seven in the morning until six at night.  He knew more than
T did about the ranches, and we had a few words, and he left right away, so I had to go
and hire a Japanese to do the work, and T had to do some of the work myself.

‘There are something over 3,200 acres in Pitt Meadows cleared.

My section of the country is not well settled, Itis held-mostly by speculators,
They wontsell for & price that settlers can pay. T think the Lower Fraser is badly fixerl
with the same disease.  The orientals have helped some of us. High labour has not
had anything to do with it not being settled. It is the speculators.

John Armstrong, for twenty-two yedrs a farmer in Surrey, several vears councillor,
and five years reeve, says: The general view is that heretafore they have not been a
great detriment to the farmer, but in the future almost absolute restriction is advisable,
When T look for a man they ask if there are Chinese and Japanese in the municipzlity.
It my neighbour employs a Jap at £10 T can’t compete at 225 cr 330 a month, The
sentiment is against any more coming in, and that applies as much to Japanese as to
Chinese. That i< my own view and what I know to be their view. The ambition of
Chinese iv to make money and send it away. There is probably a thousand of popu-
Jation in our municipality, and all are farmers with the exeeption of a logging camp that
employs, say, a hundred men.  We have farmers that grow from one hundred and fifty
to two hundred tons of grain.  The munieipal vote is about two hundred, and mostly
the heads of families ; counting unregistered votes there are probably in the munici-
pality, say, 275 heads of families. There are sixty or eighty Chinese and Japs in the
municipality, two-thirds Chinese. They dig ditches and pile brush. The Chinese pre-
vent the settlers coming in. T had a Jap for two or three months once. I employ white
labour. I pay 325 a month, bed, board and washing.  Years ago we paid from 830 to
235 a month ; sometimes I give less.  Eleven years ago I let a job to a Chinaman to-.
clear twenty acres.  Others get some slashing and ditching done, not heavy clearing.
The heavy clearing is generally done by white men. Heretofore the Chinese have done
a good deai of the slashing work, but for myself T got white men to do it the -ame as
the Chinese Go, by contract at so much an acre. I give the preference to white men.
Ditching is a big item on a farm. Often a ditch costs more than to clear the land.
Chinese have done a good deal of ditching in the delta lands, but in clay lands such as
mine i, it is too hard for the Chinese, I think the farmers could have got along with-
out the orientals to help them, and the final result would have been better than it is,
I have turned away Chinese and Japanese who have offered to, work for six months for
$15, and some for less than that.
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Q. Do you think if the orientals were not here you would get lots of white labour |
—A. Well, it would be hetter cven if we had to pay a little more for it. In our muni-
cipality there isa great deal of wild land and white labour would settle it. White
cettlers could work for six months on their land trying to clear it a little, und the other
part of the year they would work out fot those who were able to hire them. Whito
settlers coming in here would be good workers and work more steady than the transient
men we have here now, because they would have homes and little holdings of theirown.
A man wishirp to settle down on a piece of lanid and make a little money on the side
would have no difficulty in getting a job. A man of the kind offering his services, say
at 825 a month and his board, would have no difficulty in getting a job if he were a
likely looking muin.

Q. 'The inducements to go farming appear to be rather strong ; how do you account
for it that settlement has been so tardy 1—A. T account for it on account of the hard
job to clear the land. It ix hard for a poor man to start in.

Alder bottom lands are all taken up, but they are not worked. I account for it in
this way : the land has got into the hands of Loan Companies, and they are holding
them too bigh for people to go on and cultivate them.

Q. Do you think the presence of the orientals in the Province -places. any_impe-
diment in the way of those lands being sottled {—A. I think they do hinder immi-
gration to a certain extent, of white people. I think the orientals are an obstacle in
the way of furtfier namigration of white people, and the Loan Companies are an obstacle
in the way of bringing land under cultivation.

Q. 1'should like to have your opinion as to one statement you made ; that they
have not been a great detriment to you, but that almo=t absolute restriction would be
advisable.  What do you mean 1— A, Well, that they should not be allowed to come in
more than fifty or one hundred in a year. I think that the facility for white labour
coming in here is better than it was some years ago, and I believe if the Chinese and
Japanese were stopped coming in here and white men were given to understand that
there was an opening for them here, the number of white men coming here would largely
increase, and we would have a good class of cottlers here to develop the country, if the
land now held by speculators were offered at reasonable rates to actual settlers with a
little capital of their own. ‘

Q. Well do vou speak for the country and the industries i’ it in making that staze-
ment I——A. T am speaking from my observation. and as the result of my experience of
some years’ residencein the country, but T am speaking more for the farming community
with whom [ am more intimately associated, and I am certain a good wany of them
employ cheap labour, Chinese and Japanese labour now, because they cunnot get other
labour suitable.

Q. You hire men for six months.  How would they find employment the other six
months 7—A. In some cases they settle on adjoining lands, and when I do not employ
them they work on their own lands. It is an advantage in that way to have white men
instead of Chinese. . -

Q. In your judgment do you think the country needs a class of men like that more
than anything else in order that the Jands of the country may be closely settled 1A,
Yes, certainly, and then we would have better roads, and we would have schools and
churches, and the nearer you are to schools and churches the quicker the development
and settletaent of the country will go on. '

1 think this question is important from a nutional and family point of view rather
than from a-business point of view. 1 think there is & danger of them hécoming a
menace from & moral and national point of view. If they are allowed to come in at
2200 or $300, in five years there will be five times more than now. 1 don’t thini- 50
or 8100 cuts nny great figure. I think they should not be allowed to come at all. If
it were known that they were not coming in, many more whites would come in. If
there is any change made to prevent Chinese and Japanese oi eny other nationality
coming in here, very likely the farmers woulC be the last to feel it. A great many of
them have sufficient land cleared and can do with less work.
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Harry Nelson Rich, of Ladners Landing on the Fraser River, says : I am managing
Mr. McNeeley's large store and his farms. 1 am executor of the estate, His estate has
1,000 acres of land here, of which 700 ave under cultivation, We raise hay, cattle and
supply dairy produce for the market. ‘The land is about an average of the land in the
vicinity.  Land here is rented on shares, the tenant paying one-third to the landlord.
The average crop of hay is two tons of timothy per acre ; sometimes it will go four
and tive tons per acre, but that is exceptional. Oats from a ton to a ton and a-half an
acre.  Hay is worth 38 a ton.  Oats are worth £32.50 to 235 a ton, of 2,000 pounds.
Last year vats sold at 825 a ton.  Last year we bought them out of the field at 322 to
$23.  In 1899 they were bought out of the ficld at $18 a ton. Understand, we all
thrash in the ficld here. The arrangement is for delivery on the wharf, a man can sell
it for $18 a ton.  For the last four or five years we have done the buying for Brackman,
Kerr & Co.  We bought from seventy to eighty thousand sacks of ‘oats and imported
one hundred and twenty-five thousan({ sacks for our own use to sell to the ranchers. 1
do not know of an instance of first-class land heing leased, except to Chinese, who pay
about $20 an acre ; that would be the best. I have known a white man to pay $i8 an

acre for one straight field, but a great part of the ranching here is done on shares, the
landlord getting cne-third ¢ the crop.

-~ ——d-am-president-of -the Creamery Company. _Last year. we sold _$22,000_worth of _
butter at an average of 28} cents a pound.  Fruit does not form an industry here.

There are small fruits raised, such as black and ved currants and the like, but not many
are sold.

On a hig farm we employ four white men at from $20 to $30 a month and board.
In harvest time of course we pay more. We have three Chinese there now. It will
average about three the year round in connection with the farm. We have Chinese
there doing all the ditching and clearing. We pay {rom 218 to $20 a month and they
board themselves.  They do ditching, milking and anything you want done. To-dny
(May 20th) a good many have left Ladner and gone to the canneries.

The proportion of white labour and Chinese labour on other big farms I should say
is about the same ; on the Patterson farm about the same, either Chinese or Jupanese.
The small farms the people work themselves. This farming section of Ladner is about
eleven miles one way and seven and a half miles the other; that is south of the river,
the delta municipality in fact. There are some lands here as good as any we have.

Q. What proportion of those lands may be considered as big farms—A. There is
the Pemberton, the Guichon and the Wellington farm, and the farm of William Ladner,
and that of Thomas E. Ladner, the British Columbia Tand and Investment Company,
T. W. Patterson, McKee’s farm, Christopher Brown, W. Coudy, H. D. Benson, the
Kirtland estate and H. Trim. These all own fror three hundred acres up and there
may be one or two others. The rest of the land is divided into small holdings. The
average holding of the small owners, most of them have 160 acres. They are bringing
it under cultivation all the time more and more. T think the number of Chinese would
average theee on the big farms.  There is a big lot of them.

Q. Do you find the Chinese as advantageous as white people on a farm I—A. Very
few of them can plough.  They are good for choring around. They do milking and
other work around. If you want the Chinese to work you have to keep following them
up, where if you set a w?)ite man at a job they go on with it without you being present,
but T do not know what you can do without them. Some of the Chinese go fishing. T
am trying to hold back the wages of the Chinese just now to keep them at work.
There are very few white fishermen working on farms.

Q. What do they do after the fishing is over?—A. Lying around, a great many of
them doing little, if anything. About fifteen men work here in the saw mill; T do not
know how many Chinese are employed there. . I have becin here since 1880, and sixteen
years in connection with the present business. ~ 1 was in the cannery business before that.
We never think of getting anyone else but a Chinaman for draining and ditching. It
has been that way ever since T came here. We suppose if a Chinaman has taken a
contract he is making 31 a day. T do not think 1 ever knew of a white man taking a
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contract for digging or ditching in this raunicipality. Farmers do ditching and draining
themselves to a very small extent. -

The land here was reclaimed in the first instance by digging and ditching by Chinese
since I came here. Wet weather generally commences in th~ fall, about October. It
is very seldom we have a wet hay seeding, only one in twenty years; only one or two
bad harvests. Our harvest is two weeks’ earlier on account of the land being reclaimed.
Yome of the land has been bought for fishermen and men around the canneries. I sup-
pose about eight fishermen and four other men have bought land about Pemberton. 1t
is availablo at 390 an acre. The same land would rent for 85 or 86 an acre. I think
a man could pay that and make a living off it. The land they pay $90 an acre for
is dyked and drained. No roots to be cluared off. It is worth from 870 to 380 an
acre. Pemberton is the only man who has cut the land up into small lots. Hay some-
times goes up to $10 a ton. Swedes were employed on the dykes in 1895. It was
mostly done by a contractor, by Swedes. .

. What do you consider you would be justified in paying the white man asa farm-
hand compared with the Chinese }—A. 1 would not hire a Chinese to run the plough.

Q. Well, to do the work the Chinese work at?—A. 1 would pay & white man
about one-thivd more than I would a Chinaman.

Q. Could ranching be done here by white labour at a profit at present pricest—A.
- ~}-do not-think so. _ It is not. obtainable. If it_could _be obtained T would rather have

white labour. In heavy work onTand I’ do—not—think -the Japanese would earn more
than their grub. ' IR

Q. Has anyone ever made an attempt to break land into small holdings and to dis-
pose of it to fishermen 1—A. Only Mr. Pemberton.

Q. How has it succeeded I—A. Very well. I think such a system would be very
guccessful.  Of course it has to be land near the river, of holdings from two and a half
to five acres.

Oats would average 325 a ton for the last five years. I have kuown oats to sell
SOMe Years down to 215 a ton. Potatoes are very scarce to-day. They are worth 225
a ton. They average eight tons to the acre. 1 have ¥nown twenty-five tons off anacre.
T could not say if we could supply the market here without importing, if the land on
the river was brought under cultivation. A friend of mine brought down from Edmonton
this year three thousand tons of oats; most of it went north. I do not know if
Edmonton affects our market here. The United States does not now affect the oat
market.

The hay from the Yukon comes east of the Cascade ; some was bought in British
Columbia this year and_sent north. Our market is mostly local. There is no export
market here. We have'no need for an export market here yet.

A. 8. Emory, of - Victoria, carpenter and joiner, says: J work for wages, 83 for
house work and 23.50 for shifts work. I came from Manchester, England. I resided
on the west coast of Vancouver Island for a little time. I took up land there with the
intention of farming. If I could have sold my products at a reasonable figure the chances
are I would have remained on the farm. The field was too limited at that time, for one
reason, and another reason was the Chinese competition.

1 only took up five acres of land, about fifty miles from Victoria. I grew potatoes and
some oats for cattle. The potatoes were what I had for sale. I could not get more than
7.50 a ton for them after paying freight and wharfage.

1 think the proper way would be for the government to open up certain districts

_and clear the land, then they could get men to take up the lund. They eould give
employment by this means to & great many white labourers who, with the aid of .
machinery, would clear the land to advantage. If the development of the country were
encouraged this way a great many people would go out to farm, and there would be
advantage all ronnd.  In this a government can do such work to better advantage than
individuals can.

A man clearing land gets a lot of valuable timber. If properly handled it might
pay for the clearing of the Jland. Men have not capital enough to handle it, and have
it properly marketed. The government could manufacture it for so much and make a
clear profit. .




¥

3

. 3
F

kS i

b4
1
3
3

62 REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION *

2 EDWARD VI, A, 1902

Willinm John Taylor, barrister, who has a large stock farm near Victoria, says :
The Chinese have cleared a good bit of land on the island. T think it would have been
«cleaved by white men if the Chinese were not here. It costs more to clear heavy timber land
than you can buy cleared land for. 1t must be cleared by machinery. It isnot expensive ;
8150 would .pay for machinery., Here it costs more to clear an acre of timber land
than it costs to clear fifty acres in the North-west Territories. I think the agriculture
resources of British Columbia are underestimated, though better wheat and oats are
grown in the North-west.  There are vast parts of British Columbin that require no
clearing. If we had twenty thousand whites instead of Chinese it would be better for
the country. 1 think their presence only aftects the land indirectly. Everything that
affects the commercial well-being of the province is a detriment, and I think the presence
of Chinese and Japanese has that effect, and thevefore indivectly it affects the value of
land. 1 think whites could elear land as well as Japs and Chinese, and at about the
same cost.  Dyking could be done better by whites than by Japs and Chinese.

Five years ago we imported one million, nine hundred thousand dollars worth of
farm products through Victoria, exclusive of what could not be grown in the province.

Joseph Hunter, General Superintendent of the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway,
says : Chinese and Japansse have cleared a good deal of land along the line of the rail-
way. I.think I would prefer to have a white man at 82 a day, clearing land, as far as the
simple question of being profitable is concerned.  Land clearing ought to be done by
white men, and-better done by them ; it depends on the cluss of work ; hie Chinaman
aya general rule-is a very poor-axeman. —You camr get-Chinese-to-do part of the clearing
of the land cheaper than the white man, and they will do it as well too, but there are
numbers of them who Jose money on their contracts as well as white men.  As far as
taking up the company’s land is concerned, the displacement of Chinese in our employ
in favour of white men, would make no difference at all.  Our white employees do not
seem to care ubout taking up land ; T think they rather like ro stay in town,

AMERICAN OPINION.

Walter J. Honeyman, dealer in cannery and fishery supplies, of Portland, Oregon,
says : The Exclusion Act caused great inconvenience.  We would never have had half
the land cleared without the Chinese. The Chinese work in canneries now. It is too
expensive to clear land now.

There are large numbers of settlers coming in now and settling on the land in the
State.  They look around and. then they clear up a little of the land. Most of them
settle on cleared land, on prairvie land. Life is too short to go in and cut a farm
out of the forest. 1 never had any land cleared, and never went into the question at
all. T have had no experience in that. Most of the clearing that is done has heen done
by the Chinese in past years,

A. A. Bailey, sceretary of the Federated Trades, Portland, Oregon, says: The
enforcement of the Exclusion Act did not cause any complaint. There was plenty of
white labour. It cost a little more, but it was better work., The men who had gono
on the lands in the States of Washington and Oregon, as a rule, to make a living, clear
up the land themselves. They have no money to spend on hiring people to clear the
land.  They come here to settle and nake homes for themselves, and they get along
nicely without either the Chinese or Japanese. A very small percentage of the lands
under cultivation in this State has been cleared by Chinese. If the Chinese have done
any clearing it is principally along the line of the railways. That is not in the way of
farms. Nearly all the settlements have been made by white men. The present con-
dition of the farming industry in this State does not owe its progress to the presence
and work of the Chinese. Very few Chinese have cleared any lands for settlement in
Oregon.

F. V. Meyers, Commissioner of the State Bureau of Labour Statistics, San Fran-
cisco, California, says : The Chinese were never engaged enough in farming in California
to make them a factor to be considered. :
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H. 8. Rowe, Mayor of Portland, Oregon, says: I do not thinl he Chinese helped
very much to develop our industries. Of course farming is an ex! sdve industry, and
in various ways the Chinese were employed to clear up land. They set to work to clear
up land, but that land could have been clearcd up by cheap white labour as well as it
There is an extensive territory &t for farming and very few people

do not want Chinese or Japanese to cecupy our farming lands.
white people, to settle up the country and develop our
The Chinese ave not used much in growing
ht not have been doveloped us fur as it has
employed to any considerable

13 cleared up now.
ocenpying it.  We
What we want is Europeans,
resources. The Chinese cannot do that.
fruit. The fruit industry of Californin mig
been without the aid of the Chinese. They are not now
extent upon farms.

The area of land reclaimed by the dyking works alor
Government of British Columbia is as follows :—

ig the Fraser River by the

19,811-40 acres.
13

ChRIWACK . oo et
MAtSQUE L oo ooe e 10,062:15
Maple Ridge ..o ooovvneere ... B4gE3
CoquitIan . .. on e e : 3,29096 <77
2,209-27 ¢

Pitt Meadows « o vvvnonrmnensr st

43,012:61 ¢

_The cost qf the works is about £750,000.

SUMMARY.

The Chinese kave in the past heen employed in clearing Jand in and near cities and

towns, and to a limited extent on farms.
The cost of clearing heavy timbered land is such that it cannot be done with profit,
even by Chinese labour, for farming purposes. 1f large areas are to be clesved, explosives
and machinery, with white labour, will be found the cheapest. Small holdings may be
cleared up by actual settlers who desire to make a home for themselves, provided they

t other employments. The delta lands and lands

can obtain assistance by working 8
along the Fraser will doubtless be the first to be brought under cultivation to any large

extent.

The dyking on the delta Jands in the early years was done larg
late years, by machinery. In the Ladner section, which is eleven miles by seven and a
haif miles in extent, are about fifteen lavge farms, of three hundred acres or more. The
rest of the land is divided into small holdings, which average about one liundred- and
sixty acres.

On sne furm of a thousand acres,

gely by Chinese; of

four white men and three Chinese are employed.
the proportion on the large inrms.  On the small farms of

or less, they are not employed. The owners do the work
1 in ploughing on the large farms, but do
1 from $18 to 820 a month and board

This +ould seem to be about
one hundred and sixty acres,
themselves. The Chinese are not employec
ditching, milking, chorss, .\ They are paic
themselves. White n.n =17 paid $20 & month and board.
In onc instance lan' aas been divided up into small ho

half to five acres, to sell to fishermen at %90 an acre.
A white man is regarded o5 worth one-third more than the Chinaman, It is said

white labour is not obtainable ; if it could be obtained it would be preferred.
The result of the evidence in regard to this all-important question shows a strong

consensus of opinion opposed to further immigration of either Chinese or Japanese.
Thejr mode of life and small cost of living make it easy for them to undersell in the

ldings of from two and a

markets and leave a good profit.
children to support, and no

They have no homes to build and keep up, no wife or
contribution to churches to make. The cos

t of their clothes, board an lodging is
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trifling.  They live in small shanties and crowd together even worse in the country than
in the cities, six to ten and fifteen in a room,

White men will not hire where other, or neighbouring, farm hands are Chinese. or
Jupaniese.  On the other hand, settlement is promoted where farm labourers can take up
land ; work for six months on their own land, and the other part of the year work for
those who are able to hire them on their furms. . This is of mutual advantag: to the
new settlers and those better established.

Witnesses emphasized the fact that the more thicily settled a community is the

more readily are established schools, churches and all” the conditions of civilized lifo.
The presence of the Chinese to the extent of their numbers vetards settlement and
promotes isolation, and so renders social life dificult or impossible, and the locality an
undesirable place to live in; and a dread of the aggravation of this evil in the future
still further discourages settlement.

The settler cannot depend solely on the land, but chiefly for some years on what he
can carn outside.  'What then is his position 1 '

_He would first and naturally turn _ to_market gardening as incidental to the farm,

but here he 13 met by Chinese, who practically control this important branch of agricul-
ture, first by their cheap labour, and then by the system of peddling their truck in

baskets on poles.  This has destroyed or prevented markets. (There are no markets in

British Columbin, except at New Westminster, although large public market buildings

were erected in the cities of Victoria and Vancouver.) Should a white man try to sell

from house to house he is met by ‘John’at the door. Vegetables required to-day !

No; but when the basket comes the sale is made. The white farmer has been driven

from this field. ' ’ .

If he has wood upon his land he eannot cut it into cordwood and sell it at a profit.
The Chinese and Japanese undersell him ; if he has timber suitable for shingle bolts he
is met hy the Japanese contractor, with whom it is impossible to compete, for the same
reason.  His only outlook then will be to get work if possible, and he applies at the
sawmill ; The Chinese and Japanese are both theve, and the latter are increasing in
numbers. At the shingle mill the Chinese are mostly empioyed under a boss Chinaman,
who has the contract.

Will he send his children to the canneries during the fishing scason? They can
only get employment when work cannot be overtaken by the regularly employed Chinese
staff. * (It may be noted in this connection that this source cf employment would neces-
sarily be uncertain as to its duration having regard tothe fluctuating demand for labour
in this industry.) PO Y P

If he turns to fishing in the summer season, there he finds tlte Japanese in such
numbers that, except in great runs, the individual catch is sosmall that the profits have
been cut down to a mere nothing.

Under these circumstances the settler often abandons his holdings, upon which he
has spent more or less time and money, and is forced to quit and the mortgagee takes
possession ; and too often he crosses the line, where there is a Law of Exclusion against
the Chinese, where they are not employed in the mills, nor shingle business, nor in the
woods, and where, rightly or wrongly, he thinks he has a better chance.

This condition of things is becoming worse and worse from year to year, cause and
effect act and react on each other, increasing the dithiculty.

Tt delays settlement and keeps back the country in every aspect that goes to make
a permanent self-supporting and prosperous people. 1t tills the avenues of labour and so
prevents the settler from assisting himself to eke out & living until his lands are cleared.

The verdict of the great body of agriculturists is in favour of a high restriction or
total exelusion.
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