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CHAPTER VIIL-—-MARKET GARDENING:

‘This business, which seems to be peculiarly suited to the Chinese, is in their hands,
with trifling exception. There are engaged in market gavdening in Victoria 198 Chinese;
in Vancouver 134; in New Westminster 70.

To give an idea of the extent to which this is carried on by the Chinese, reference
may be had to the evidence of Tee Dye, of Victoria. Hesaye: There are twelve market
gardeners, T have four gardens, consisting of 193 acies leased land. The lowest rent
per acre is €5, and the highest 312,50. 1 pay taxes. 1 supply steamboats and wholesale
merchants at Vancouver and Victoria. "The business was established thirty-two years
ago by my father. He put in £4,000 cash, and With the credit it comes to about 210,000.
~ We ‘have four partners and twenty-four men; be “increased to forty-cight men
in the spring. ~ My sales amounted last year to $24,185.25. The lowest wages paid a
green hand was $12 per month and board and lodging ; the highest 325 and board and
lodging—average 318 to 819 per month. I have been here seventeen years. My wife
went to China five years ago. I have two children ; they ave in China. I took them
there to be educated. The oldest is ten years and the youngest six years. I expect to
go next winter and bring them out.

{ own property here to the value of about 1,500 or 32,000; my firm to the value
of about 230,000, It costs from 290 to 3100 an acre to clear the land. If the treesare
large it costs from $140 to 2150. My land cost from $110 to 3120 per acre. - The lease.
is for ten and fiftcen years. My lease is three years free of vent und the owner of the
Jand pays the taxes. After three years the rent is about 28 an acre,  Tf it is good land
and easy to be cleared, then on an average about the fourth year it would pay my ex-
penses and the seventh year it will pay me back all the labour and the expense besides.
T would prefer to own my own jland. 1 would have to pay for borrowed money about
eight per cent.

This witness had an accurate account of his receipts and expenses, and had con-
ducted his business with much success. Probably he was one of the most suceessful
market gardeners in the Province. He employs exclusively Chinese labour, except
occasionally white labour for ploaghing. His plant he valued at 315,000 including
eightcen horses, seven wagons, &e., &e.  He paid for horse feed 81,187, rertilizers
2671, horse shoeing 3201, repairs 2950, harness and repairing 3250, seeds, &e,, 2300, for
vetenmary surgeon 3150, TLast year he paid for rent 1,100, and taxes 2205. He sold
of his produce to white people $16,000 worth and to Chinese 23,000 worth.

This witness offers the most favourable instance of n successful business man that
this class affords. He can scarcely be called a labourin;y man, and it may Ye helpful
heve to stop for a moment and examine the result, as an illustration of the whole class
of Chinese market gardeners. His business is successful; it has been conducted on
business lines. He employs a large number of men. He supplies that, which, if not
produced in the province, must be imported from the States s it not dzirable that
that class of Chinese at all events shoald be encouraged 1 :

Sing Chung Yung, of Nanaimo, says: I am a market gardencrand werk vne hun-
dred acres. 1 have been here twelve years. I brought from China $2,000 (Mexican).
My wife and two children are in China. They are cleven and nine years old, T visited
China and remained fourteen months. T dress in English clothes all except the queue.
I would like to bring my wife and children here. She ‘don’t like to come. Tha prople
in this country talk so much against Chinese that T do not care to bring rhem here.

I have eight horses, one colt, ploughs——everything. Their value is 24,830, includ-
ing improvements.

PDenies that he uses human excrement on the garden.

54—5




.

66 REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION

2 EDWARD vil,, A. 1802
Btatement of the business of Sing Chung Yung for the past year:—

7 . EXPENSES. )

Rentof farm...... ... ... . ... .. ... ... 8720 00
Hosefeed......... ... .. .. .. ... ... .. R 1,100 00
Wagespaid.............. ... ... ... ... 2,880 00
Provisions for farm hands. . ..., . . 860 00
Repairing of wagons, &e...... ... . . . .. 250 00
Seeds. ... 0 oo . 100 00
School tax..... ..o Lo oo 12 00
Post oftice box and stamps.. ... ... . . 10 00
Total ... .00 o £5,852 00
Book debts, bad ... .. o A 500 ¢
26,352 00

Total sales.... ... ..., .. 87,500 00

Expenses, &ce......... ... 6,352 00

$1,148 00

On Kee, of Nanaimo, has one hundred acres, thirty cleared. ~ Has invested 3,520,
Has o wife, two daughtews and u son in China.  The daughters are 21 and 22 year old,
respectively, and the bov 15 years old.  He also denies that he uses human exerement
on the garden.

Statement of business of On Kee for the past year :—

EXPENSES,

Kentof favme o000 00 L e e 2400 00
Huorseshoeing. ..o o0 00000 45 40
Provisions for favm hands. . ... 523 00
Horse feed. ... ..o 0o o oo . 520 00
Repaiving wagons, &c. ... ] 112 00
Seed......... ... e e 100 00
Wages..... oo o 1,600 00
Repaiving house. ..o oo o000 300 o0

Total ... 0 £3,603 00
Total sales.. ... ..o o0 3,012 00
Loss for fast yeav. ... .0 3 591 00

Let us follow the evidenes a little further.

Andrew Strachan, who is engaged in horticulture, says: [ had to give up market
gardening. 1 could not sell my produce. The reason was the people buy from the
Chinese who peddle their stuff in baskets. 1 at present cultivate about ten acres,
principally fruit. T think there sre sixty or seventy basket peddlers in Victoria, The
majority of private families buy fron: basket peddlers. I came here in 1871. There
were a great many more white people raising vegetables than now. 'Ten years ago
market gardening was in the hands of the Chinese ; it has remained so ever since,
Market gardening is entirely in tie hands of the Chinese. Twenty Chinese can live as
cheaply as a man aud his family of five or six. I think twenty Chinamen can live on
840 a month. I engaged a Chinaman for six months, I paid him $18 a
month. A bag of rice at 81.756 and 25 cents worth of sugar was his food for a
month. I paid a Japanese last year for picking fruit 816 a month. 1 employed him
because I could not get anyone else. I do not usually employ Japanese. If I could
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get white men I would rather pay them $2 & da{ than pay a Japanese 50 cents a day.
White labour is scarce, and the reason that white labour is scarce is that white men
cannot compete with the Chinese snd Japanese. They cannot exist or live alongaside of
-them.~ So many. people employ what they call cheap labour, they drive the white man
out and they have to leave the country. = e —

Joseph Shaw said: I was a market gardencr in England. 1 came here six years s

ago. I came here with the intention of going into that business, but was advised that
i could mot compete with the Chinese. For that veason I did not engage in the
business.
A white gardener cannot possibly compete with them ; you cennot employ labour
and compete with them ; and then if you do produce vegetables a-.d get around to the
souses in an endeavonr to sell them, when you go to the deor the first to pnswer you
»auld be a Chineso and he at once suys, ‘hot want any.’ They make it impossible for
« man like myself with s wife and seven children to compete with them at all. They make
it impossible for me to carryon market garden and earn an honest living from that 1
cannot compete with them at all. T cannot make a rensonable living and clothe iny seven
children.  The class of stuff they raise would be only classed as second class in the
English mecket. They sell at & low price. I have nmever seen but very few beds of
first cluss lettuce grown by the Chinese. 1 remember seeing one good bed of lettuce
grown by Chinese at Darcey Island,and I certainly could not have used that myself because
of the offensive odour from it. 1 had to go to the windivard side of it. Dr. Duncan was there
_with me. He was the Medical Health Ofticer, and he had to go round to the other side
to get rid of the smell of the excrement that had been used very largely to force the
yrowth of lettuce. 1 have a little bit of ground and have gone into hay-making and
anything that turns up, end now 1 am farming in a small way on about twenty acres of
land. 7 do not try to raise vegetables for the market, but I am hoping thé time will
soon come that T will be able to do so. They do not go into general farming.  So far
they are mnot competitors in general arming. 1 never employed but one Chinaman ;
that was to cut wood. )
1f T could buy machinery cheaper I could sell cheaper. If I lived in the United

States T could buy the agriculture machinery at one-half what it costs me here. The-——--

manufacturer hete is protected by the farm Inbourers.
Henry Atkinson, landscape and market gardener, who has resided in V ictoria ten
-ears, says: Market gardening is entirely under their control now in the city. I eame
imre from the Old Country ten years ago with the intention of starting a market garden.
I brought my family out here. I was a market gardener in the Old Country, and I
was led to believe that 1 could get a good business in market gardening here. T was
very much disappointed. The dificulties were that the Chinese had practically the
monopoly of the business of raising vegetables, and their peddling those vegetables about
from door to door was another great difliculty. There were no stores here which you
could supply and get cash for your vegetables, It was all truck business, but the great
difficulty in the business, which has continued up to the present time, is the Chinese and
their peddling vegetables from door to door. We have a white elephant in the shape of
a market building here. I know gardeners striving at the present time to sell their pro-
duce, going sround to the places trying to get customers, and they do not want it.
‘When & white gardener goes to & house with vegetables he finds a Chinese cook there,
and the Chinese cook does not want vegetables raised by the white man. T know the
Chinese cook militates against their being able to do business.

Vegetables only come from Californin when vegetables are scarce. In England &
great many of the early vegetables come from France and Spain. They come in two or
three weeks before the vegetables in England are ready.

The Chinese can live on so little thet white gardeners cannot possibly compete with
them. .

There is & small commission paid between the Chinese cook and the Chinese peddler.
1 know from Chinamen who have told me..

' In England » man may have twenty workmen (landscape gardeners) and may have
work for them all the year round, but here you cannot employ one white man because
545}
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you cannot keep him at work for a greater part of the year. I have advised all my
friends not to come here, because there are no openings here for white men. The lowest
wages of labourers in England that T know of in towns is four shillings a day. Wages here
32 to 32.50 per day. The purchasing power of 82 a day here is better than the pur-
chasing power of four shillings a day there, vrovided the wages were steady, but the
trouble is I eannot gev beyond six months’ work i my businesy here.

There is no market house in Victoria. Vegetables are peddled from house to house
in baskets by Chinamen, and as nenrly all the cooks and domestics are Chiramen, it
may veadily be seen why white men have practically yielded this field to Chinamen. 1f
a white man applies to a Chinese cook to sell vegetables the answeris: ‘none arve
wanted ;’ if a Chinaman applies he sells.

James Thomas Smith, who has a furm of 160 acres about six miles from Vancouver,
says:  The Chinese are dving us oul of our market here, in the vegetable line prin-
cipally.  We have brought a few vegetables to the market, but we cannot compete with
the Chinese.  We cannot raise vegetables and sell them at the price the Chinese sell.
The Chinese have control of the market. I havea knowledge of their methods of raising
vegetables from personal observation.  Our methods differ. We do not use the same
stufl. - They use their own water. 'They save it all winter in jars.  They take it out
and pour it on the vegetables, celery, lettuce, tormips and carrots. They do nat use it
on potatoes, but they use it on most of the other kinds of vegetables that they grow
during the season.  The stuff is poured on the top of the leaves of those vegetables, 1
have seen it done, and dozens of other farm=rs have seen the same,

Sam Hop, Chinese market gardener, stated: I know Mr. J. . Smith. My hold-
ing is near his. 1 use nothing but horse manure on my garden. 1 sol the produce, a
load of turnips, to Mr. Smith. He used them for his house purposes and to feed the
horse- and cattle that he had,  He told me that he was going to use them for the house.

William Daniels, a farmer, South Vancouver, says: The Chinese can grow vege-
tables as good as myself. 1 cannot compete with them because they work more homs
than I do, and they get their countrymen to work cheaper for them than 1 can get
work done for. They have no families to keep like I have. The Chinese are good
tenants and pay their rent promptly. I have observed their methods of cultivation
during ten years, and 1 think they are very good market gardeners. I have heard state-
ments about the objectionable methods adopted by Chinese market gardencrs, but I have
never reen any of those practices. 1 eat vegetables grown Ly Chinese ard am not afraid
to do so.  They are all right. ‘

Willinin James Brandrith, sceretary of Fruit Growers’ Association for the Provinee,
says: The Chinese are a menace to health from the way they use human excrement in
their market gardens. T have seen them using it.

Joseph D. Palmer, of Vancouver, landscape gardener, says: They (householders)
gee their ideas from me and get Chinese to carry them out.  They affect me in looking after
ground, and they drive away numbers of men, useful men in a garden but not practical
sardeners.  They have largely got control of that work. I can’t say how many white
men have been superseded.” Many gardeners, six or eight, have told me that they had

- giver: up their work. [ consider Chinese a curso to the country. I bad to stop

writing to our pecple to come here. Tn my ten years of landscape gardening in Seattle
I never mot a Chinese.  There are no Chinese employed in gardening in Seattle,

Mah Jo, Chinese, restaurant keeper of Kossland, stated that there were from one
hendred to one hundred and fifty Chinamen in Rossland who worked in gardens in
summer and cut wood and cleared places in winter.

Gordon W. Thomas, Cedar Cottage Distriet, near Vancouver, says: There are
Chinese market gardenors near me. Ve cannot compete with them in the market.
Their mode of living is so much cheaper then ours and theiv labour is also cheaper. 1
have never known anyone who could hire them at market- gardening. Only one has
family that I know of and he-lives on Lulu Island. The rest live together, from five to
fifteen men, according to the amot 1t of land. They cook for themselves, They have

"no home life anc no families. They are law abiding.
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1 know for » fact that those labourers working for Chinese market gardeners stayed
for three years, or until they pay the expenses of the man who brought them out.
Then the market gardeners senxpI for a fresh supply again, and those that have served
their time are turned loose on the country. When they become proficient in the wark

" they demand more wages.

Twenty years ago at Cedar Hill near Victoria I was on a ranch when they wuve
irrigating. They had a large pit five or six feet deep and ten feet square, and this was
filed with human filth, and they had large iron Jadles on the end of poles, and they
digged this filth out into buckets and irrigated green vegetables withi it, cauliflowers and
cabbages and radishes, and several other things. 1 saw it done two years ago near where ]
lived. They had barrels instead of pits. It was put on spinach, cabbage and cauli-
flower. 1 would not like to swear it is done generally, but it is my firm belief that
it is so.

Dr. 0. Meredith Jones, of Vicioria, says: 1 think there ave other things far more
dangerous than leprosy, such as the impriger nse of manures in the raising of vegetables.
T think that is far more dangerous to th» community at large. Leprosy is a very slow
thing. ¥ have no personal kuowledge of such conditicns having engendered disease, hut
there is no doubt they are a very dirty people.  Their vegetables are verv dangerous.

Dr. Robert McKechnie, Health Officer of Nanaimo, says: Asto tilthy practices,
I would like to mention that one commonly finds in some dark corner a coal ail tin for
the accommodation of urine. 1 took the trouble to trace what became of the urine
contained in these tins. I visited the Chinese ranch. This is a rather extensive market
garden. Going through the buildings 1 found & small shed opening on to a large store
room. In this shed were soine twelve barrels Lolding from fiftcen to twenty gellons
each. Twe were half full of urine and the rest showed they had been used in the same
way. In an empty stable 1 discovered & dozen more presenting the samo appearance,
and from the fact of the urire being saved in ¢ Chinatown » and a stock of it found on a
vegetable farm, I concluded that popular repors was true and that this liquid was used.
If typhoid fever existed in «Chinatown’ it is a fact that baccilla is excreted by the
kidneys. and using it on green vegetables would carcy the disease ; even if it were used
on the soil it might be dangerous. 1 don't know of a case of typhoid amongst them.
They do not report their cases.

Many other witnesses confirmed this practice of Chinese gardenery, but it was as
distinctively and positively denied by them. C-

You~ Commissioners think this practice wes and still is followed, though not to the
e extent now as formerly, ance more secretly : end by some of the better market
gardeners perhaps not at all at the present time. . .

The medical witnesses who weve called undoubtedly regard this practiceas & eonstant
menace to health. : :

AMERICAN OPINION.

A. H. Grout, Labour Commissioner, Seattle, says : Market gardening by Chinese
in the city and neighbourhood has been almost entirely superceded by whiie labour,
Ttalians principally. It is hard to say or to find out what is the reason for the change.
It may have had relation to the methods of the Chinese in market gardening, but T
cannot say positively. At one time, fifteen years ago, the Chinese were extensively
engaged in market gardening, but I do not know of any Chinese market gardeners now.
1 do not know the reason of the change. It was after the Chinese were expelled from
Seattle. 1 came here two or threo years after that. They were not really excluded.
There was an attempt to exclude them, but the citizens vepresenting law and order
prevented any harsh measures. In Tacoma they were exciuded and have continued
excluded. .

Henry Fortman, president of the Alaska Packers’ Association, San Francisco,
says : The Chinese now are the principal ~aisers of vegetables here. They do a great
deal of market gardening, and we have vegetable canneries here. I think the asparagus
business is entirely in the hands of the Chinese. The land is owned by the whites and
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the canneries are owned and operated by whites. The vegetable exported from California
to British Columbia is largely grown by the Chinese.

F. V. Meyers, Comnmissioner of the Bureau of Labour Statistics, San Francisco,
says : The Chinese engage a great deal in market gardening. It is fallen into their
hands to a considerable extent. I would say from my observation and from the informa-
tion at my command, that from forty to fifty per cent of the market gardening here iy
tone by the Chinese. I do not know that the question has ever arisen as to whether or
not there was any menace to health from the Chinese by reason of the methods employed
in market gardening. 1t is a matter of course of scientific knowledge that certain
manures are goxd for use in the raising of vegetables, but the manner of thir use is of
great importance. 1 do not think that human excerement is used here.  You will find a
great deal of market gardening done by Italians here.  About fifty per cent of the
market gardening here is done by Italians, Portuguese and other nationalities.

SUMMARY.

. Many instructive facts are Lo be obtained from this industry, the natural adjunct
of farming.

The Chinese have this business almost entively in theiy own hands.

They rent the land and pay a very high rent.  Freguently they take land uncleared.
They lease land uncleaved for ten or fifteen years. For the first three years without
rent ; after that for 25 to $12 an acre, an average of 23 an acre rent.

In one case it cost to clear the land over 2100 an acre. In another case 2400 was
paid for one hundred acres, with only thirty cleared : and in another case 3700 rental
for one hundred acres  Tn annther case $320 annual rental-was paid for thirty-two acres,

The above rentals were sworn to by Chinese gardeners.  Much higher rentals were
mentioned by other witnesses, : ’ ‘

The effect of those high rentals is to keep up the price of land suitable for market
gardening beyond the reach of white settlers who cannot compete for obvious reasons.

The Chinese live in shacks and board themselves, or if boarded by the ¢ boss’ he
has his profits on the provisions. From five to fifteen men live in one shack.

They can be hired for 83 and 34 and as high as 812 a month and board.  For old
and skilled hands the wages are higher, ranging from §12 to 325 a month. Of this
class the average would be from $17 to §18 a month, and board.

They are either unmarried or their families are in China.  There are probably from
six to eight hundred Chinamen engaged in this business, We only heard of one who
had his family here. Under normal conditions this number of workingmen should
represent a population of at least three thousand, contributing to the schools, churches,
social life, and general well-being of the community. In the one case they are citizens
in the proper sense of the term ; in the other they cannot in any sense be called citi. .ns,
nor are they likely to become so. ’

They prevent social life wherever they come. The white man with a family will
not settle in their neighbourhood if he can avoid it. They are separate from the commu-
nity and take as little part in the interests that go to make up a desirable neighbour-
hood as the dumb ‘animal, and we found no place, cither in Canada or the United
States, where there has been a change in this regard among that class.

Over three millions of agricultural products are imported into British Columbia
yearly, including large quantities of market truck.

At _San Francisco we were informed. that forty or fifty per cent of the market
gardening of that State is still in the hands of the Chinese, and, further, that of the
vegetables exported to British Columbia from there, nearly all are grown by Chinese,
In Washington State fifteen years ago the Chincse were largely engaged in this indus-
try, but to-day they are entirely displaced by whites.

We believe that agriculture and market gardening would have been much further
advanced if there were no Chinese to keep out those who would otherwise go into the
business. It i3 our firm conviction that this great interest never will be developed to
its true proportions so long as it is blighted by the presence.of these people.
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CHAPTER IX.-TOAL MINING INDUSTRY.

vief indvstries of British Columbia. The total outpud
14,188 tens of coal and 81,757
206,803 tons,

Coal mining is one of the cl
for the year 1900 amounted to 1,590,179 tons, of which 9
tons of coke were exported. The Crow’s Nest Pass colliery output was
Jeaving 1,383,376 tons as the output of the Vancouver Island collieries.
“There are no Chinese cwployed in the Crow's Nest Pass colliery.
The aggregate output for all Vancouver Island coal mines for 900 exceeds that of
1399 by 180,175 tons. The report of the Minister of Mines seysi—* There has been &
steady demand both in the home and foreign markets for the hard bituminous coal
produced by Vancouver Istand mines, and work has been constant at all the collieries.”
These mines may be divided into two groups .—_'Those operated by the New Van-
couver Coal Mining and Lavd Company under the management, for the last eighteen
years, of Samuel M. Robins ; and the Wellington colliery in Douglas district, knowr as
Txtension Mine, operated by the Wellington Colliery Company, Limited, the Union
colliery, operated by the Union Colliery Company, and the Alexandra colliery, operated
by the Wellington Colliery Company, Limited, of which Mr. F. D. Little is geaeral
For convenience the former will be referred to as the New Vancouver Coal

Mines, and the Jatter as the Dunsmuir Mines.
1 report of the Minister of Mines for the year ending

It is stated in the annua
December 31, 1900, that the total npumber of men employcd in and about the ‘Vancouver
3,701 ; of these 568 are Chinese, 51 Japanese, and the rest whites.

number of Chirese and

Tsland collieries is
Assuming this to be an aceurate statement for that year, the nun
has considerably increased during the early part of
of the Istand Coal Mines, it

Japanese employed in the coal mines
the year 1901, for, from the evidence of the managers
of whom 1,161 are white

appears that the Vancouver Coal Company employs 1,336 men,

men and 175 are Chinese. No Japanese are employed by this company.
i loyed, of whom 412 are vhite, 363

At the Dunsmuir Union Mine 877 men are emp
Chinese and 102 Japanese. Chinese and Japanese &£I¢ largely employed underground
“in the Union Mine, and are engaged in every kind of work, ns will appeart from the

followWing statement furnished by the general manageri—
Mey employed at the Union Mine, Cumberland.

mmmger.

e e et
e

Whites. Chinese. \ Japanese.

—

Tabourers.. . ... - e e e
Timbering. «..oor meree 00

Undergmund——o ther work
Supervigion .. - ..--- e e

Carpenters. ........- ..
Blacksmiths. ... . cooo eemimee oot
Aachinisis. .. ... aoeeooes
Engineers e ieee e e e
Supervision. ... oe .
ALOKETB . oav vt "
Railwaymen . ......- .
T.abOUTEI8. .o o aovesee .
Other work .. .cooees o oottt
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At the Wellington Extension Mine 1,060 men are employed, including 164 Chinese
and 1 Japanese.  No Chinese or Japanese are employed under ground.  Formerly about.
100 Chinese were employed in this mine below ground, but were taken out (according
to Manager Bryden's statement) owimg to a promise made by Mr. Dunsmuir.

As this industry is second ‘to none in the Province, your Commissioners deem it of
great importance to ascertain its-exact position in regard to Chirese labour, and how
far inercased restrietion or exclusion may affect it, and how the parties most interested-
would regard any change in that dicection,

Samuel M. Robins, Superintendent of the New Vancouver Coal Cempany for
cighteen years, says: The Company employs 1,336 men, of whom 1,093 are whites and
243 Chinese, including speeial hands.- ~No-Chinese are employad-below -ground. — 18- — —-
white men are employerd below growd and 175 above groind. Of the Chinese in
connection with the mines, there are 37 stokers, 48 banksuen,—these are wnder the
supervision of a respousible white ma1: 19 timhermen, 39 wharfmen, 17 cutting timber,
and 18 for genernl purposes ; besides these there are 57 clearing land and 8 farm hands
proper,—making a total of 243, At present we have no Chinese at less than 2L12)
per day, and the highest £1,25 per day.  Miners carn from 23 to 25 per day ; lahourers
below ground have a daily wage of from %2.60 to 23 a day; very few get less than 22.60
a day. '

The origin of the removal of the Chinese followed a sad accident we had here in
1887 and was brought about by pressure from the white miners upon the two companies,
who simultaneously removed them from the mines.  For myself T may say with great
satisfuction, the principal reason outside the pressure was on account of the greater
safety of the mines. 1 certainly consider Chinese under ground who can’t speak and
understand English an element of addizional dunger. T don’t say they mre not undesir-
able on other accounts, but that is a special cause of danger., They are undesirable on
other grounds ; for one reason in tine of accident, they become panic-stricken ard can
render no help whatever, whereas a white miner has always the reserve of courage to
meet a calamity. I am speaking now as a coal mine superintendent. I certainly.
regard it in the interest of the company to bave them excluded from the mines. T don’t
think a single Chinaman has ever set foot below ground in any of our mines since 1887.

The Wellington mine also continued to exclude them while it worked, as far as I
know. 1 believe it is quite closed now. I employ Chinese above ground, financia!
grounds forcing it upon the company. .

It would have been josssble to carry on the mines without the aid of the Chinese
if all the mines vemoved the Chinese from their service, That would have been possible
until the end of last year; it would have been possible then, but Lardly possible now,
for the reason that we ave face to face now with entirety new cenditions in the conl
market, that may greatly reduce the output of British Columbia coilieries, namely, the
introduction of coal oil largely in California ; as a corollory to that the conditions, as
far as I can foresee them, might force upon the Compeny the reduction of wages of
whites employed, if the Chinese were to be vemoved from the surface,

Q. T suppose your own residence here has enabled you to reach a conclusion in
regard to the Chinese questioivas to the policy of Zurther immigration 9—A. Yes, I have
formed an opinion of my own. ) )

Q. Will you state” your opinion fully to the Commission i—A. There ure certsin
problems in connection with the thing which I need not go into at the present time, but
upon the broad question of the immigration of Chinese into this province, I think- it
should be entirely stopped, either by prohibition or by a prohibitive head tax.

Q. Why ; upon what grounds would you say so; what are your reasons?—A.
Now, I am not speaking so much from my position as an officer of a coal mining com-
pany, as from my own views and feelings as a British Columbian. Another reason is
that manual labour—that is labour that is not usunlly regarded as skilled--is looked
upon as humiliating by the white population, because of the presence f the Chinese and
their engaging in manual labonr here, and the young gencration are more desirous than
in any other country T know of, to escape from manual employment. The younger gen-
eration here seems fo be ashamed to do the work that the Chinese do.
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Q. That condition of affairs you vegard detrimental to the interests of the country
at large I—A  Undoubtedly it is.

Q. From: your own ozsermtimn, do you think the Chinese show any tendency at
present to live up to our standard I—A. None whatever. There is no change whatever
in their practices as far as I have observed. o

Q. If they would assimilate with our people do you think it would be desirable in
the interest: of the countryi—A. 1 should say-not. ~ Assimilation covers not only the
habits of lifis bt would imply intermarriage with the people, which would not be desir-
able here. It would be very undesirable for any foreign nationality to be largely im-
posed upon us. The standard of living and the mode of living of the Chinese are larjely

~—pemoved frem that of a white worker in the same calling. A white man might live and

support a family on the wages paid & Chinaman,- but _rertainly it would be little better

than stavvation. It would be ruinous for any country to have such a nation as the——-

Chiuese intermarry with them.

T have nover seen i the district more than two or three Chinese women, and they
we the wives of merchants and net of the labouring class.

I have no cause of complaint as to their want of obedience, diligence nnd thrift. 1

have no weans of knowing of their thrift or morality fromi an Englishman’s standpoint.
1 understand there is a Chinese mission, but I am sorry to confess that T have not paid
much attention to that, possibly because 1 doubt whether the Christian practices and
Chvistian theories would not bafile the intelligence of the ordinary Chinamen we find
here. . :
I apprehend no inconvenience will be suffered by the supply of Chinese labour being
cut off. In forming this conclusion 1 know there is 8 large surplus of Chinese labour
availabl: at this momet. If there was a large cmigration of Chinese we might suffer.
There it no danger of that unless they were called home by the Chinese Government.

Q. Do you know of any industry here which has heen called into existence by reason
of the presence of 416 Chinesel—A. No, I am not aware of any, but that might not
mean that no other industries were maintained by: the presence of the Chinese; but
lookiny; nearer home, land clearing so far as my company is concerned, would cease at
once i there were no Chinese. here.

I could not always refuse to employ white labour even when tendered at Chinamen’s
vate of pay. I prefer to pay white men wages upon which they “can live - comfortably.
I have never engaged Japanese in clearing land. When I speak of the one I speak of
the other. If there were no available Chinese or Japanese the land cleaving must cease.

The company have cleared about soven hundred acres by Chinese lnbour, whilst the

leaseholders under the company have also cleared mostly by Chinese labour, six or seven
hundred acres more. I say mostly, because a good mary have done their own clearing
or cmployed whites to clear, even if it cost three times what it would cost with
Chitiese. .
The sale of lands have been about nil for the last four years. The lands have cost
us nore than we hope to get back, but we cleared first for safety on account of fires, and
to iraprove the surroundings of Nanaimo. Tt is not my experience that most of the
timber lands are useless.

I am of opinion that none of the existing industries in the provinee would suffer by
forbidding of further Chinese immigration. That is the way I wish to putit. Tdonot
think there would ever come a better time to do that than the present; in fact, if I am
allowed to express an opinion without your giving me a question to answer, the sooner
Mongolian immigration is stopped the better, before it grows to unmanageable propuortions.

1 may state here that a large proportion of the miners here own their own homes, but
owing to the presence of Chinese which makes the children idverse to manual labour,
and there being no other omployment for them, the parents do not know what to do
with their children.

The result of farming would not at present permit of the employnient of white
labour, although scientific farming iight do.  If white men could obtain blasting powder
at & veduced cost it would matevially aid them in the clearing of land.
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The company leases to miners with the option of purchase, so they can do what
they please  Most of the miners who have arrived at marriageable age are married.
A great many own their own homes. Large numbers may be considered permanent
residents.  That raises the question I have already referred to, the aversion on the part
of children of white people to manual labour, Children are growing up here, their
parents or heads of the house working in the mines, and those children are not ahle to
secure any employment, and it has become & serious fuestion with parents what to do
with their children.  The presenee of the Chinese deters children from secking employ-
ment because of the Chinese being employed at certain work, and as | say the parents
do not know what to do with their children, with youny boys and girls who are growing
up in the community. )

Q. How long is it since coal 0i! encroached upon the coal market 7—A. It began
to be felt last November. We heard about it before that, but it did not affect
us much ; but now we are beginning to feel the effect of coal oil competition. San
Francisco is our largest market. "The price of domestic coal is governed largely by the
consumption of railway and steamship owners, but there is very little fluctuation in the
price of coal. The British Columbin coal is about one-third of the coal consumed in
San Francisco.  We have found in years gone by that coal had come in from England
and from Ausiralia when there was no home demand for it.

Sometimes coal has been brought here, colonial and English coal would come in
here and been sold at a price which would hardly pay for getting it out of the ships,
but that has not oceurred recently.

It is quite within the range of possibility that it will be impossible to mine and
ship coal to San Francisco. Coal oil may be used in some industries and in other
industries it cannot be used on account of danger ; and then the question comes in as to
domestic use, Coal oil can only possibly supersede coal for domestic use ; but the use
of coal in San Francisco may result in a large reduction in the demand for coal from
here, and the orders from San Francisco would be of such small anmounts, that it would

. not pay for us to keep our mines open.  We are watching that very carefully but we

cannot, decide as to how far it will interfere with our mining heve, It may be that the
oil people will be able to secure new mventions, whereby oil could be more generally
used in & great many industries, but at present they have more than they can handle
and they have to get rid of it, and thercfore the markét is more affected at the present
time.  The competition from coal -oil has increased rapidiy of late, because when one
man sunk a well his neighbour had to do the same to prevent his land being drained.
If the companies could place their oil elsewhere they would rather get 21.25 a barrel
for their oil than 65 cents as they are getting to-day because of over-production,

Q. Would that follow irrespective of whether the Chinese were here or not — A.
It is perfectly independent. .

I entively disagree with the idea of servile labour. It might create a few Jarge
individual fortunes, but it would be utterly detrimental to the white labour class.

Q. Would you consider the Chinese and Japanese as at present here servile labour !
—A. Largely so ; not, perhaps, speaking in a legal sense.

They are a little too servile to please me. The Chinese have never put any pres-
sure un to get more than half the wages of white labour. T can’t remember of a strike ;
none in our mines, .

Q. On the other hand if the margin was very close it would mean a reduction in
the price of labour ; it would mean the employment of cheap labour, or there would be
no exportation of coal I--A. You wish to get an expression of my views whether it
would bring Chinese labour into the mine? For myself and my company 1 say that
under no cireumstances would that introduce Chinese into the mines. We would rather
suffer ruin first. .

We are employing Chinese in all available departments above ground now, A
Chinama can do pretty well as much as a white man at the work we have them employ-
ed at now. In some I should say. yes, unhesitatingly, such as stoking, and as a banks-
man they do nearly as well as white men. - The true banksman, the responsible banks-
man is a white an, bat he has subordinates, and the subordinates may be Chinamen.

PP o Ll < 1
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There have been times when we should have been glad of five centa a ton.

Q. You told us the presence of the Chinese prevented white men getting employ-
ment on the farms 1—A. That statement was made in regard to children and in regard
to boys being employed in clearing lara. T have tried young men or boys of from four-
teen to sixteen years of age. They a ¢ not strong enough to do farm work, but there
are certain things that these lads whan they reach the age of sixteen or seventeen might
do about the place, where we now e nploy Chinese.

Q. Why don't you employ th:m 1—A. Because you will understand, a lad about
sixteen or seventeen, & growing Jad is not so physically able as & full grown Chinaman

for certain work.

Q. If you hadn't the Chinam m to employ you would’t get such work done I—A.
We would get it done in some way, but we are (){ligcd to employ the Chinamen who ave
able-bodied, but if they were not flere at all we should employ white men, although we
might have to suffer & little in vocket. .

Q. Isw't it a fact of the p1 esent generation and particularly of the present day that
owing to the high standard of education the children get here they are inclined to climb
more into skilled labour--A. That is a fecling that is largely produced by the presence
of the Chinese. Young people like to rise higher, and they eannot be blamed for that,
but the shame they feel at doing manual labour as far as [ can see is produced by the
Chinese being here, and the young people do not-care to go at work which the Chinese
are generally employed in doing. ¥ * ¥

1 have never met one Chinaman without 8 pig-tail. If Chinese immigration were
prohibited, Chinese labour would gradually disappear and perhaps it would increase the
price. T don't think the scarcity of Chinese would be such az that their wages would
approximate to that paid for white labour. I think Chinese immigration ought to be
stopped entirely. I believe there are questions of imperinl importance in regard to the
Jupanese. Weown the land on which ¢ Chinatown’ is built ; the Chinese erected the
buildings, such as they are, themselves. It was considered temporary. 1 wanted to get
them outside of the town. 1 removed them. We get 250 or $60 =& month for the -
whole of * Chinatown.” It is unsatisfactory to me. They have been there sixteen or
seventeen years. They tried to buy lots in the city. They offered very good prices on
it. I refused. I refused tosell to them anywhere. As the Chinese gradually decrease
the white labour would increase. 1 would try and wmaintain a standard of wages. If
today you removed all our Chinese we would either have to reduce our wages or shut
lown. I always deprecated labour beiny brought in to reduce wages. I set my face
against bringing the scale of wages down. We don't want to take every cent there is
in the business. I have no doubt. the miners’ unions would do'all they could to prevent
wages coming down. ~

Q. Referring to the condition of the labour market in & Jarge Lusiness like yours,
don’t you think the industrial conditions in regard to the rate of wages should be left
to settle themselves without any interference from the Legislature in the way of re-
striction of any kind 1—A. That;-I-presume, points to the question of the minimum
wages. Speaking asa superintendent of a company I say that a wage be paid to & man
upon which he can live respectably and support & family respectably. The wages should
be governed on what a family can be brought up on respectably. Employers and men
have to meet a3 far as possible each other’s views. An employer may veduce wages
by small degrees now and again until you are ashamed to look a workman in the face ;
until the workman cannot tell where his bread is to come from for the next day. Thatis
the effect of the importation and employment of cheap alien labour. 1 may say that it
is my earnest hope that such a time may never cone in this country, and in order to
prevent that, 1 would rather that no such labour should come in.

Q. Do you think it is proper & distinction should be made betweer one class and
another 1—A. That has been attempted but it has been brought ahout by agreement.
There has beer no legislation in Eugland that 1 know of to prevent immigration.. :

Q. Do you know of any “country where that iden is seriously entertained —the
question of prohibition of immigration and the minimum wage i—A. T have not gone
into " the question of legislation and the ininimum wase. I take the gereral ground,
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from my point of view it i more satisfactory to the people to have such a thing as a
minimum wage and then employees are adequately paid.

Q. Would you prefer to deal with organized labour in preferenve to dealing with
unorganized Iabonr I—A. Yes, most emphatically 1 prefer to deal with organized labour.

I have a copy of the Company’s agreement with the union which 1 bhave pleasure
in handing you.

This agreement, Exhibit 25, follows :—

Memorandum of agreement. entered into between the New Vancouver Coal Mining
and Land Company, Limited, and the Miners and Mine Labourers’ Protective Associa.
tion of Vancouver Island, this 24th day of July, 1851

Ist. The Company agrees to employ miners and mine Iabourers only who are already
members of the Miners and Mine Labourens' Protective Association, or who, within a
reasonable period after employment, become members of the Association.

2nd. The Company agrees to dismiss no employee who is & member of the Associa-
tion without reasonable cause.

drd. The association agree that under no consideration will they stop work by
strike without exhausting all other means of conciliation available

4th. The Association ngree that they will not interfere with the Company in employ-
ing or discharging employees.

3th. The  Association shall comprise all men employed underground, excepting
officinls and engine drivers, and above ground all -day Iabourers, not officials, engine
drivers or mechanies. .

Gth. This agrcoment can be terminated by 30 days’ notice on either side.

For the New Vancouver Coal Mining and Land Company, Limited.

Francis Deans Little says: T am General Manager of the Wellington Colliery
Company. The mines are at Extension or South Wellington, Alexandra and Union.

The Alexandra is not working now, it ceased last December. At the time it
stopped working we did not employ Chinese underground. We employed above ground
ahout twenty, and ninety miners, all whites. In all, about one hundred and fifty white
men.  We paid Chinese above ground for ten hours #1, and for firemen for twelve hours,
£1.50, and dumpers, £1.50 for eight hours.  We never employed Chinese underground
at Alexandra.  We employed them underground at one time in all other mines, We
employed them in the Extension till last year. It wasan experiment on Mr. Dunsmuir’s
part.  He appeared to think he could run as cheaply without them as with them ; not a -
very good result financially, The expense was iunereased. Tt cost nearly double i
track Iaying pushing and that class of labour gererally. I have failed o find a single
white man that will do the work of two Chinamen at this class of work, and some
Chinamen will do at that work as much as white men, I do not agree with Andrew
Bryden when he says a good white pusher is equal to two Chinamen, or when he SAYS
1t would not Ye advisable for the management to go back to Chinese underground.’
We have worked a mine, No. 2, with all Chinese, and never a man killed in it. It ran
for eight years. The Chinese did all the work in connection yith the mining, except
one overman and two firemen to examine for gas. There were about one hundred and
fitty Chinese working there and only required the three white men.  We found it quite
satisfactovy in every way. T do not consider the Chinese any more dangerous than
whites. I think they are a little more careful. They won't take risks, In case of
accident they are not a bit more subject to panic. We employ here nine hundred men,
of whom one-half are Chinese and Japanese; namely, about one hundred J apanese and the
rest Chinese.  We do nat employ them all. We employ the labourers ; of these 450
Japanese and Chinese, we employ 30 Jupanese and 135 Chinese. For section men we
use one white man to five or eight Chinamen. None of the helpers in the mines are
employed by us.  They are paid by the miners. The price varies from 21.25 to 81.50,
We contract by the ton. We pay 78 cents per ton of 2,500 pounds. The miners
average from 83 to #3.50 and some ax high as 25 a day.  We pay mule dri- - 5 (whites)
#2.50, and Chinamen £1.50., The Chinamen do not manage quite so well. The
intention was to exclude the Chinese heve. It is better the way it is financially, I
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would not ehange.  Mr, Dunsmuir wants to change. T donot agree with this new idea
of his.

We brought out two hundred Scoteh miners, and they were no good. We have
twenty left. 1 do'not know where they went to and I do not care. I do not think
one-third of them ever dug coal in their iife. Very few paid their passage. They were
supposed to pay 570 each for the passag, but never did. Many of them went to Seattle
at once. They never came here at all.  Mr. Dunsmuir spent 815,000 on them. Ido
not think he got 23,000 back. I paid %3 a day for o 81 day’s work to some of them.
I was longing for the Chinamen.

The Chinese and Japanese ave about alike. T he Chinaman is a little stronger ; the
Japanese smarter and quick. 'The Chinese are good and faithful. 1 never saw one
drunk. Very few of the Chinese have their families here, only three or four of them
have. 1 don't think they send very much to China ; they save for a while and make a
trip home and most of them come back, and when they go home they take their savings
with them. I don’t think they will ever become assimilated. ‘They are wanted in this
country for a while yet to get the country ahead. Tlrere are lots of industries here that
would drop at ence if they were driven out for several years yet ; I think it is necessary
for them to be in the country for ten-years yet ; then it would be time enough to take
steps. I don’t sec any object in keeping them out, only the labour trouble. I think
there should be no restriction whatever, and speaking for myself, I do not think the
time will ever come when there should be restriction.

Q. Then, do you think the country would be better off supplied with that class of
people than with white people I—A. Altogether, no. -

Q. What do you meanl—A. 1 mean to prepare the country for labour, and the
country wants that class of labour to develop it.

Q. Why cannot white men do the labour of developing l—A. A white ran won't
do it, so why not employ them as well as anybody !

Q. Do you think there is no object in trying to get a permanent class of white
labourers here t—A. I think so. Under vestriction they will never come together with
the whites. They will be alwa{s as they are now, labourers clearing land, nnd getting
things into shape to help the whites. ‘ .

Q. They make good miners I—A. Ves; we never get a Chinaman in & mine unless
we cannot get a white man, except as a helper.

We have worked a mine altogether with Chinese to our satisfaction. They are
quite competent to do that class of work.

If there is any scarcity of white men we take the Chinese, to do the same work as
white miners.  There are only sixteen Chinese who do mining in the whole mine.  We
have had 150 actually mining. It worked all right.

Q. 8o, if the Chinese came in in sufficient numbers it would be best, T suppose you
will say, to sypersede the white miner I—A. It would.

Q. What would be the object 1—A. We would pay them just the same.

Q. Do you think that would be desirable t—A. No. :

Q. ‘Why nott—A. I would rather have the whites than the others.

Q. If they do the work as good why not let them do it1—A. I do not know it
would make much difference. :

Q. You think as long as you get out the coal or the ore it would be as much in the
interests of the country to get it out by common Chinese labour as by common white

“jabour —A. I do not see it would make much difference myself ; they apend nearly as
much.mone7 as the whites. -As long as we pay the same money for it it makes no
difference. - h ’

Q. They mcke good outside labourers —A. Yes, first class,

Q. So all the outside labour except overseeing could be done by Chinesel—A. Tt is
done now all over. ~

Q. So, really, if there were enough of the Chinese here in the country you could
run your whole mining as you did No. 91—A. You would have to have your machinists
and blacksmithe white men. )
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Q. That would be, as far as the country is concerned, as good and profitable I—A.
Yes, just the same ; the only difference is in the labour part.  We would only have so
much done,

Q. Are there encugh lhiere now -—A. I think there are enough.

Q. Have you had any ditliculty in getting all you want?—A. No, sir.

Q. Suppose no more were allowed to come in, would you have any inconvenience 1
—A. Not unless I wanted to extend the work.

Q. So, although you would not suffer any inconvenience if no more came into the
country, you are still in favour of more coming1—A. I say, make it free to everybody.
Let them come and et them go; that is my view. That’s the view [ always held and
see 1o reason to change my opinion. ' . )

I have been connected with coal mines since ’64, and manager for thirteen years.
The white men can take on as helper whom he pleases.

We had plenty of Scotch miners here before ; they came here about ten years ago
and are here yet. It wovld take the Scotch miner six months to become a skilled miner
here.  We guarantee to make their wages 23 a day on dead work. We pay so much a
yard for deficient work. It runs all the way from £1 to 810 a yard, besides the tonnage,
the rate on which is equivalent to the rate on a ton of coal.

Q. Is your white labour steady I---A. Well, we have had it quite steady for quitea
while.  In five hundred men you have some moving now and again. We have had it
steady for quite a while.

Q. Where do the white lnbourers go ta i—A. To Washington and Extension.

Q. Do they go fishing t——A. No. :

Q. Do they go mining1-—A. Yes, the Yukon took quite a number from here,

Q. Could you afford to ypu:y white labour and still have reasonable profit in the
business 1—-A. If we paid $2.50 a day instead of $1 there would not be any profit left.

Q. Do you know what class of Iabour they employ on the American side 1—A.
They work ten hours a day and they get lots of men to work that time. The mule
driver there will get £1.75 a'day for ten hours; so we are paying the Chinese here more
than they pay the white labour over there for that class of labour. That isin Washing-
ton State. 1 cannot tell what Wasliington miners get per ton,  The labour unly 1 talk
about. . Different mines will have different tonnage. There is one instance they
par L7 day for mule drivers for ten hours’ work, and we pay $2.50 a day for eight
hours” woik. There is one example : and the other things are about the same proportion.

Q. Does that ten hours represent the time from the surface until the niiner gets
back to the surface —A. T do not know, but that is what it is here, eight hours from
the surface and back, for all glasses underground, and on the top ten hours.

There is not much profit now. Down at San Francisco the oil makes a difference.
The output of our mines and the mines of Washington State .~ not affect the market
but little.  Australian coal affects it a little ; not much, Very little coal comes from
Scotland.  There is still coal coming from Wales,

Q. If the other coal mining companies in this country excluded the Chinese, do you
think it would be better all round, and that they will be enabled to continue to mine
with white labour at a profit 7—A. They are not in the market at all. They are simply
sending coal to twe parties under contract. It would not make any difference to them.
We have not the regulating of prices there. Washington State and others have the
regulating of that. We cannot do it. . S

I have never heard a single objection to working with Chinese or Japanese. T
never heard ¢ ny compleints, , .

Q. Have men never made any request to you for the employment of whité men
exclusively under ground?—A. No, sir, only the Miners’ Union in Nanaimo ; that body
they have now, ) : ’

* Q. Do your miners belong to the union —A. T do not know, I am sure. They
might be union men and they might not.

Q. Have they ever asked you to employ white men onlyl—A. Whot

Q. The Miners’ Union1--A. Oh, we hear from them regalarly.
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Q. You have no reason to doubt that their demands are in the public interest 3—
A. They ave in their own interests. - -

Q. Tf it were possible to bring in & lot of white labour to the coast—the Chinese
Jabour because it is cheaper—you would prefer it?—A. I suppose I would prefer the
cheap labour. I do not care what labour it is so long as it is good labour.

Q. I suppose you would not go in for any more assisted iinmigration ——A. Ng, 1
have had two spells of that. I do not know which was the worst, the niggers or the
Scotch miners.  We brought sixty-five niggers from Pittsburgh and Ohio, and they were
as bad as the vthers. .

Q. What was the trouble with them1—A. Too much money. We had to pay
their passage here and they gradually drifted away from us. I think there are some of
them here yet. )

There is 1o law for the eight hour day here in coal mines. I think eight hours is quite
enough in a mine. I never aproved of ten hours. I can’t say if & miner with a white
helper can do more than a miner with a Chinese helper. If the Chinese were not here
we would hear from the unions; they dc not know where to stop. 1 would certainly
hinve recourse to Chinamen if we veyuire them. Why shouldn’t I7 1 fail to see that
Chinese are forcing anybody out. The young people growing up in this country do not
want to do that class of labour ; they won't do it.

© In 1895 an arrangement, was made to put the Chinese out ¢f the mines. 'There had
been cxplosions in 1887 and 1888 in Wellington mine and in the New Vancouver Coal
Company’s mine. Mr. Robins said if Mr. Dunsmuir would do it he would do it. I
don't think it was because it was thought the Chinese dangerous. They don’t have
helpers at the New Vancouver Coal Company ; they work partners. If Chinese and
Japs were not available we would have to get more for our coal or have to stop mining.
The margin is close. :

Cumberland is incorporated. 'The miners acquire the lend from the company on
which their houses are built ; the majority of them own their own houses. The Jap-
anese pay ground rent and build their own houses. It is the same with the Chinese.

John Matthews, local manager of the Union mine, said: I think the Chinese are
ay safe as ordinary miners if they understand Englishi ; that is the test, and they are
not, permitted to have charge of a place unless they do understand English orders, They
ave caveful, faithful and obedient.  In ordinary ln{ouring work they are about equal to
whites. They can’t do as much £s white men.  In mining, about three-fifths would be
u fair comparison. In pushing they are about equal.  They are under the charge of a
white driver of a mule. I have no preference for Canadians over a Chinamaun in regard
to working under ground. Above ground I would as soon have one 25 the other.

Speaking as u citizen, if there were more whites to take their place it might be
better. It would not-affect us much if the Chinese were shut out. It might indivectly
affect us through the miners. It would be sure to raise the price of wages. Whenever
a white man comes along we put & Chinaman out and put a white man in. I prefer
white men because they do more work. Socially I prefer my own countrymen, The
Chinese are absolutely necessary for present work. The cost of production would be
greater without Chinese, but falling off in production here would not affect the price in
Sen Francisco, It would compel us to reduce the white man’s wages.

I have nat the slightest doubt if left to their cwn choice the white miners would
retain the Chinese as helpers. It enables them to work easier and they can make more
money. I think their presence here has a tendency to keep the white man’s wages high.
I can explain that : The coal has to be produced at a certain price ; we can only get a
certain price in the market and we have to produce to compete with others. If we can
get a certain amount of work done by the Chinese et a cheap rate, working in the place
of white helpers at a high rate, it enables us to pay the white miners more. I do not
thinl- there can be any doubt about that. At the same time, it lessens the number of
white men employed. If a number of white men came here to-morrow we could give
them work inside of two weeks. They could get work without turning out Chinamen.
We have got plenty of work for all. “As to the Chinese, I think there ave enough here
for my purposes, hut I wani white miners.
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The average Chinaman can be depended upon in time v} dunger. If a white man
goes into any place in the pit the Chinaman will follow him anywhere, even to danger.

Business men are opposed to Chinese. If all the industries of the country wese
operated by white labour there would be more demand all round for mechanics. 1 think
opinion is divided on the question among all classes. - T don’t doubt the general opinion
is they wovld rather do without them. 1 do not think vestriction would: have any dis-
astrous effect. -

Andrew Brydon, manager of the Dunsmuir Extension Mine, says : We have eight
hundred white men below ground and one hundred and ten Chinese in and about the
mines.  The miners work by contract at 80 cents per ton of 2,352 pounds. Our mini-
mum wage in case the tonnage does not pay is, for miners, 23 a day.  If one man can
make 84 a day in the place, and the other can only make %2.50, it is the man’s fault,
and not the place.

We pay pushers and drivers 82 50 a day.  About thirty timbermen from 32.75 to
83 a day ; twelve tiremen, 23,30 a day ; and twelve track-layers 33 a day. Some of the
miners make 28 a day and others $2.50. It depends on the place they are working and
on the men.  An average wage of miners is 34 a duy. The men never worked more
than eight hours a day underground ; the miners actually are at work seven hours.
Board is 320 per month.

About twelve months ago we employed about one hundred Chinese below ground.
The reason of their removal was because Mr. Dunsmuir promised o put them away.
They were paid underground $1.25 (for eight hours). We pay the surface Chinamen
31.50 for ten hours. There are only three now below ground, one in each shift, changing
the rope from the empty to the loaded truck. The three ave paid $1.25 each. The
Chinese above ground dump coal.  That don’t require much strength.  Youths could do
it, that is if uver 16, and stout. I prefer whites to Chinese; other things being equal I
would prefer to employ them. About one-half of them understand English. I don't
think they add an element of danger any more than whites that don’t understand
English, that is the clement of danger. There is no difficulty in getting the number of
Chinese we require.  If no more Chinese came in it would not affect us. There are
sutlicient here now for any purpose that we require. I do not care to express an opinion
upon further restriction, further than I have gone. I don’t know what became of the
hundred that were underground in the mines ; they are gone. Eight or nine months
ago we were scarce of white labour to replace the hundred Chinamen who were put out.

We imported two hundred miners from the old country. Very few of them paid
back the expenses'of bringing them out. Most of them are in Washihgton ; some are
at Crow’s Nest.  The work here was different and they did not like it. It takesa man
four or five vears to become a skilled labourer. It did not inconvenience us, Wages
were pretty good in the old country at that time, about the same as they are here,
They cluimed they were making $3 a day before they left the old comntry ; I do not
suppose they were. They were an average good lot of miners and after two or three
months’ work here would have been eflicient for our work, We gradually got other
men from all over the world. There are good miners in all countries and in soms there
is & superabundance.  When I was in Australia there were lots of miners that could
mwt get work. It would not be advisable for the management to go back to Chinese
under ground, it possible to get sufficient white miners. We employ Chinese as firemen,
firing the boilers,—eight altogether. 1 can't say how rany whites it would take to do
the work of the fifty Chinese under me. It would take about the same number of
whites. We would lose £50 a day in employing whites instead-of Chinese. I don’t
know whether this would he a sericus matter or not. Mr. Dunsmuir made some
arrangement with the miners some months age and he has carried it out. The Chinese
that are there are giving satisfaction.. An Englishman or a Scotchman would not take
the place of the Chinese ; miners would not. We have not tried to fill their places.

- They don’t employ Chinese in the mines at all in Austvalia. Our demand for white
labour arose because we dismissed the Chinese. White labour is not always easily
obtainable. ‘
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Kilpatrick supplies us with timber. He employs Chinese for that purpose. Wa
have never tried to replace Chinese with white labour. A white man can’t live here on
Chinese wages. If Chinese were scarce I would fill their places by Japanese. I see no
difference between them.

MINERS' VIEWS,

William J.-McAllan, a miner who had worked in the Old Country, New Zealand,
Australia and British Columbia, and who was appointed by the inspector of mines to act
as arbitrator which involved an inquiry as to the danger of employing Chinese labour in
the mines, says: I am opposed to the further immigration of Chinese. I objeet to them
because they can never become a part of the nation. We should not admit any people
to our shore with whom we cannot intermarry and who will net hecome a part of the

“pation. From the commercial standpoint they are a serious obstacle to succeasful busi-
ness beinig carried on.  They don’t spend much of their wages in town. Any basiness
requires traders, and if you have people who send their money out of the country you
cannot build up the country. The industries of the country should not be operated by
Chincse. I think such resources should be reserved for Europeans to operate. These

yiches might beiter be left in the ground. It tends to two classes, the rich and the .

coolie labour. 1 don’t think we should have a servile elass. It must have a weakening
effect. It nndermines the nation. The backbone of any uation is its toiling people. I
am opposed io further immigration. This applies equally to Jupanese.

1 think the action taken in the colonies of Australia and New Zealund entirely
does away with the argument that you require Chinese labour. No cheap labour is em-
ployed in Australia in the mines or on the surface. I never saw a native or Chinese
employed in a mine in Australia or New Zealand. White men cannot compete with
Chinese. I have no objection to Chinese as n working man if ke would live and work
like & white man. Chinese keep boys out of employwent.

The Chinese wear overalls and the regulation miners’ boots and hats when they ave
working outside the mine.

Eight years ago we had no difficulty in making ten or fifteen shillings a day in
Australia or New Zealand ; since then they have fixed a minimum wage. in Scotland
about five years ago wages were from five shillings to eight shillings a day, eight hours
shift. Cost of living in Australia and New Zeatand is about $18 to $20 a month.

John Calligan says: I have resided in Nanaimo and Wellington 24 years. I am
not working as &’miner now. Iam attending the pumn. T have worked in minos with
Chinese at Wellington. The Chinese were paid 1.26a day. Whité1aen ingeneral paid
them a little more. 'The company would not allow them to pay more than the $1.25 a
day. That was the standard price. The Chinese acted as helpers to the miners. The
company paid $2.50 per day to white mén for loading coal and helping. I have objec-
tions to working with Chinese underground because they nearly killed me, and because
they are stupid and ignorant. They don’t understand where  there is danger. Iam
opposed to Chinese coming into the country. They help to reduce the wages of the white
man. T should say, don't let Japs or Chinese como in.

William Woodman, of Nanaimo, an engine driver, says: 7 have charge of a
stationary engine at the mine above ground. The Chinese don’t compete with us, I
object, to Chinese immigration. First, beeause they are effective for capitalists to oppress
the labour element:in general ; he is willing to work for half the pay of a white man.
Secondly, T regard them as tending to impoverish the country, as two-thirds of their

earnings go to enrich their own nation and impoverish this. - Thirdly, in-the sphere of

domestic service there is a serious objection. 1 regard domestic service as a large sphere
where women may earn an honest livelihcod and learn to fit themselves for nore
important duties in life. I judge the greatest objection is from unskilled labour in tho
pest. That same experience will be the lot -uf skilted labour in general. Fourthly, 1

regard the presence of Asiatics in large mimbers as a menace to health. They-are very .

unranitary by allowing accumulations of filth all around them. I cannot urge any
serious objection as to their persensl cleanliness. Fifthly, another serious objection is
54—6 :
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the injustice that a British born subject has to stand to onc side and Asiatics be
preferred to him. I don’t think they ever will assimilate with our people, and it is not
i desirable. I mean to say that when an appeal is made to loyalty in such case, it is
‘ putting loyalty to a needless and dangerous strain. A British race ought not to be
S asked to surrender their rights in order that favouritism may be-given to an alien race.
T believe in their clevation, but not at the expense of our people. I think we are

competent to paddle our own eanoe without the aid of the Asiatic.

recognized by the present Dominion Government wherever money is spent, that is by

il the enactment of the law for a fair wage for its work ; then there will be no discrimingat.-

: ing against the Japanese or any one else. In keeping the Japanese aiid Chinese out of

the country it would be a thousand times riore efective than all the other legislation in

the past or future. 1 would simply have the law that where Government money is

spent that no Chinese or Japanese he employed, and the most effective way of getting

et e at that is by fixing_a_minimum_wage, and _no_contractor wil) -employ a Chinese or

i Japanese where there is the minimum wage paid to white labour. A law such as I
o have mentioned would prevent the employment of cheaper labour or degradation of it.

To protect the weakly white man against Chinese getting into competition with
them, I would have & Board of Arbitration as they have it in New Zealand. 1f a man
iy incapable of doing certain work, then the Board will decide he should receive less,

I would apply the minimum rate of wages to all callings, even to domestic service.
It would apply also to skilled labour, It might result in increasing the wages for
domestics.

It may be said to be very largely a wage question. It is a lnhour question. They
want to do the white man’s work for half the white man’s pay. It is more than a
labour question. 1t is serious from a sanitary point of view and it has also a strong
tendency to permit the accumulation of wealth by the capitalist.

Labour in Great Britain is better paid because of the employer and employees
getting close together and each studying the interests of the other, and each respecting
the other.

1learned my trade in England. 1 wus apprenficed.  Quite a fow girls here are in
domestic serviee. The miners have families as a rule. White girls get from $15 to

4 320 a month.  There are hundreds in the Old Country who would be glad to come. 1

- wonder what the boys are going to do. If no Chinese wore employed it would give

place to boys. 1t would be an important factor in that dircction. -1 regard it as n

national weakness to bring about conditipns which compel our youth to cmigrate. 1

“—think the exclusion of Asiatic labour would benefit us all around. I regard the

Japanese question as more acute than the Chinese question. T don’t deny they are
superior to the Chinese. N

Jobn Knowles Hickman, who is a locemotive driver in connection with the mines,
and has resided in Nanaimo twelve years, says: The Chinese compete with me to a
certain extent.  The way I would point it out is this : That the rising generation--that
is our young people-~have not got the chance of learning my businesa, for the simple
~reason that the helpers we have, the firemen and brakesmen, are Chinamen ; therefore
the white boy has 10 chance to come and learn the business of locomotive driving.
Therefare, I say, the Chinaman is injurious to the white man and his family.

We have had Chinese for firemen and brakesman for twelve years to my knowledge,
in the new Vancouver Coal Company. There are five locomotive drivers. We have one
fireman to each locomotive, I am opposed to the Chinese immigrants. They are an
undesirable race of people. They canmot he depended upen in case of accident or emer-

geney. 1 have found this so. Their sanitary condition is not what it should be: Tt
ought to be righted, but itis not ; overcrowding of Chinese and Japanese, the filthy state
of *“Chinatown ” as T have seen it, and bad smells, are a menace to health. I don’ think
they ever will assimilate. They are still a distinct race. I know they fill tho following
callings, namely : firemen, brakesmen, domestic service, geneval labourer, laundrymen,
market gardeners, helpers to plasterers, etc, They are a detriment to white wage earn-
ers. Tlearned my trade in England by apprenticechip. We have to teach the Chineso.

e e e T would simply answer that question by the.general application .of the principles.. . . .8
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There are no locomotive engineers, Chifiamen ; they are at the top uf the tree when they
get to be brakesmen and tiremen. The boys are around all the time wanting these posi-
tions. They would do the same work for #2 or 23 a week and team driving at the same
time; Chinese would not be so profitable as white boys to learn the trade. - I think
boys would learn and be a benefit to the Company. I think there are too many Chinese
here now. I believe in absolute prohibition of Chinese and Japanese. I am an alder-
man. The corporation does not employ Chinese on corporation work.
. _.... John C. McGregor, Secretary of the Trades and Labour Council, of Nanaimo, pre-
sonted cortain resolutions of the Miners! Union which shortly. and fully set forth the views

of the miners and mine labourers of Nanaimo, and probably fairly represent “the views
of this important class in the whole province :-~

The following resolution was unanimously discussed and carried at the Miners’
meeting held on January the 26th inst.

That as a Miners' Union we implore the Commissioners to impress upon the Dom-
inion authorities the great necessity there is for restricting or preventing the importa-
—tion of the above class of labourers into our province. 'That as miners we know by hard

experience that these workmen are very undesirable in and about our miiies; because n{ -——--——

their being an ignorant and therefore a dangerous class of workmen.

In 1887 a serious accident occurred in Nanaimo resulting in the loss of over one
hundred lives, and the following year at Wellington, with almost a similar result, and
there were good reasons for supposing that these serious accidents were due to a consid-
eralle extent to the above class of workmen.

.. So much s0, that the operators of these mines voluntarily agreed to dispose entirely

of them from their mines and as a matter of fact no-such- accident has_ occurredsince

they were put out of these mines.

The fact of this has been made so clear to the members of our provincial legislature
that they have exercised their powers to the utmost extent to safegunrd the lives of
white miners both in coal and metal ntines by enacting laws prohibiting their employ-
ment underground ; such legislation has however heen declared ultra vires of the local
House and we are now depending upon the disposition of the mine operators to keep
them out, a state of things we consider should not be allowed to continue, considering the
dangerous nature of underground work. We thercfore present these facts and deposi-
tions to you in the hope that the Dominion authorities will as soon as possible give us
graatei security as miners.

On behalf of the above association.

WILLIAM STOCKER, President.
JAS: BRADLEY, Vice-President.
RALPH SMITH, M.P., Secrelary.
NEIL McCUISH, dssistant Secretary.
WM. SMITH, Z'reasurer.

This witnesy further said: [ think they are a detriment o the country. They
tend to keep out labouvers. Their habits are uncleanly. They cannot be counted upon
as reliable men in case of trouble. I draw no distinction between the Chinese and
Japanese. I think the country would be far more prosperous without them.

David” Moffat says: I reside in Nanaimo. Have been a miner for 45 years.
Mined in Scotland from the time I was eight years old till T was thirty. Cune to-the
United States and mined in Pennsylvanin, Tllnois, Wyoming, Washington and Utah.
Have been here eighteen years. The Chinese should not be employed in the mines
because they are inimical to the safety of white men’s lives and. their own. I have
- proved it by what T have seen rnderground with them ; because they have no idea of
the precautions that should be taken undergiound - Shortly efter we had an explosion
in the Wellington Mine, in the old slope. at 9 a.m—Messrs, Brydon end Scott asked me
to take charge of the mine—Mr. Brydon was superintendent and Scott was foreman of
No. 4 shaft and the slope. Immediately after going to the slope I examined the place
where the men were buried and found still a large quantity of gas. 1 took a Chinaman
with me and put a fence up three hundred yards from whee the gas was; at both sides
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where there was access or egress to that place. 1 wrote in English that there was no
road that way and had the Chinamen write in Chinese the same. Two days after that
1 was in the mine, at No. 10 level, east, and to my horror T met two Chinamen coming
through this road in close proximity to this gas. I acked what they were doing there.
They said “ no sabbee.” 1T took the naked lamps from them and took them back to this - -
fence, asked them to read the writing on’it, and they said they did not pay any atten-
tion to the writing. On another occasion I found them tacking the curtain uy.; the
curtains keep the air to the bad places. They left these curtains open: - I-asked wh

they did it and they answered “ no sabbee.” Onanother occasion two of the pushers that
set fire to a curtain ran off and left it. They had set fire with their lamps. When I
found something was wrong in the air I went and found the curtain still burning, By
that time it had caught the brattice (that is lumber put in to conduct the air). I put
the fire out and went to hunt the Chinamen, but they had fled. They wanted to get
up the shaft. T got a curtain and went back and fixed it up.

On another oceasion two of the Chinese pushers let the car run away and, without
warning, let it come down a heading and break a white boy’s leg.

'he explosion was twelve years past. I worked for the company eight years,
Chinamen were in the mine all that time. Two years before they caused an explosion.
In a previous explosion nine men were killed. ~After that there were many cases of
carelessness. 1 was overman in charge of the whole mine. We have to scarch in every
part of the mine for gas. 'The Chinese are not allowed to do that. They are not con-
--sidered competent for that, 5or to go in a mine after an explosion, even with a safety

lamp. If there is a place where there is gas and you tell a white man he'll not #o, but -
the Chinaman says “no sabbee ” and he'll go there,

Q. Do you know from your own knowledge whether superintendents where Chinese

iave been employed regard the Chinese as dangerous 1—A, The{ regard them aa

dangerous,  They will not go into a place in the mine if it s n Chinaman that has
examined it.

Q. How do you know I—A. I have proven it.

Q. In what way I—A. When I would ask Mr. Brydon to go into a place he would
say i ¢ Have you been in there?’ 1f 1 said Yes, he would go in, but if T said & China-
man had been in, he would not goin  He would say: ‘It is not fit for anyone to go in
unless you have examined it yourself.’ . . . . -

If safety lamps are furnished and kept closed there would be no danger from the
lamp alone. T have locked the lamp and given it to a Chineman and going on shortly
afterwards I have found it opened. I would like to sce a Jamp a Chinaman could not
- open, - Where safety larups have 1o be used the employer supplies them. When the

mine is supposed to be free from gas, the naked lamp may be used. T

It-is Inck of intelligence as weli as stubbornness. The statute says that Chinese
shall not be put in any position of trust in the coal mines (R.8.B.C, 1897, chap. 138,
sec. 82, Rule 34),

I have not worked with a Chinaman since the Wellington explosion, January 24,
1888, when 31 whitc men and 45 Chinamen were killed, There is the same danger now
as there was then.  We have had no serious accident since the Chinamen were put out
of the mines here and at Wellington. When I had charge we had two Chinamen to
one white man.  We paid a white man twice as much as a Chinaman. By having the
Chinaman it kept the white man from nsking more wages. Old men could work above
ground if the places were not monopolized Ly Chinamen. There was a finding of a jury
that the Chinese were the cause of the accident, and at No. b explosion the accident
was directly traced to Chinamen, - S

James Cartwright, 27 years a miner, came from Lancashire, England, eight years
at Nanaimo, always worked in coal mines, says: I speak of the danger of Chinesa
underground (refers to the above statute). T will not work with a Chinaman in t}e
mine because I would consider it dangerous to my life. Iam opposed to Chinets
because they are not up to our standard of life. It costs them one-sixth of what it dezt
a white man. I have seen sixteen or seventeen Chinese where one family would dwell ;
that is, so many Chinamen would pay in reiit what one white man would have to pay to

>~
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keep his family. I know the presence of Chinese keeps out white immigrants. The
wealth of every country is in its working people. The Scotchmen brought out here
would not work with Chinese. I don’t want any country to stop me from going to that
country if I live up to the standard of that country and obey its laws, All my objec-
tions to Chinese apply to Japanese. T think they compete worse than the Chinese. 1
want a barrier that will keep the miner in the position he occupies today, or better it.
Whites from the east would want a standard wage. ™~ T ———
Miners’ wages in Lancashire from 1893 were ten shillings a day. Board at that
time, 125. 6d. a-week. I average from £3.50 to 84.25 here by contract. If we did not
average 83 a day we would quit. Average cost of board ‘and-lodging here, $20 to $23
a month. I would have wages regulated by the Legislature. T would have a minimum
wage. .
In every country there is cheap labour amongst its own people, but if a man can-
not have a living wage and they bring Chinese in to compete against him—if that is
_necessary for the capitalist—it is better for the conntry to close-the works down. It is
a wage question, and more important than that, it is & _question of affording safety to
human life. If they were educated up to onr standard they will want the same wage
as we do and live as we do and take their share of the responsibility of citizenship as
we have to do. If we had the minimuin wage and there was an enactment providing
that that would be the lowest wage, there would be very little competition from the
Chinese. ~There would be no working for half the wage of a white man then, because
the companies would not pay Chinamen what they would pay a white man.  We would
not need to drive them out ; they would go out.
) There are quite & number out of work in Nanaimo. Quite & few miners ovn their
owa homes. . B e
1f the Chinese demand it and get the same wages that we do and lived up to our
standard, I do not know that T would have the right to object then. I am a member
of the union. If there was not enough work for the men under the minimum wage law,
they would work in turns or work fewer hours. Co -
John Hough, a miner from Lancashire, came to British Columbia in 1884, says: 1
worked at Wellington from 1884 to 1888. I speak from personal experience. I was
fire boss at that time —the man who examines to sce if everything is safe. I have caught
themn (Chinamen) even with fwea along the road to warm the oil. 1 stopped them., 1
do not sec them with fire; 1ny more. [ was fire boss four years. As a result of -at
four year' experience 1 siy they (the Chinese) don’t report & danger. They were put
out in 1888 on account of 1 heir being considered an element. of danger. As long as they
were there they were dangerous.  After No. 5 explosion a committee, of which I was &
member, was appointed by the miners. The report wus that they were an element of
“Oenger.  Before a mass 17 ecting the two companies agreed to do away with the Chinese
—ten ver cent every thr.e months till they got all whites. The miners would not accept
this, bu* passed a rescldtion to-do away with them at once, and the two companies at
Wellingt.n and N-.iaimo did not employ them in the mines after that. There has been
10 accident in thess mines since 1888. In 1884 there was an explosion at No. 3, South,
Wellington ; 23 killed. The Chinese were not responaible for that.
Edward L. Terry, secretary of the Alexandra Miners’ Union, Nanaimo, 205
members, presented the following resolution as expressing their views on this question :-—

EXHIBIT 24.

SPECIAL MEETI G, ALEXANDRA MINE, SOUTH WELLINGTON.
- - Fripay, February 22, 1901, 4.30 p.m.

Meeting called in order to hear letter read from F. J. Deane, secretary of Royal
Commission to inquire into Chinese and Japanese Immigration to British Columbia, and
to discuss the subject and decide upon a reply to the secretary’s letter, President calls
meeting to order.  Secretary reads the letter. ) :

Correspondence received and open for discussion.
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Resolved that the secretary bé instructed to reply as follows :—

That we, the members of the Miners' Protective Union, as a_body of British
subjects, do, after due reflection and consideration upon the subject of Chinese and
Japanese immigration into British Columbia, bereby declare and make known our
opinions and convictions, as fellows :-— e :

L. That, whereas the immigrants from China and Japan, employed in the coal ™~
mines of this province, represent the lowest class of the people of those nations, we
submit that the emplayment of thoss immigrants in the coal mines of this province
constitutes & grave menace to the safety of the mining community of this province,

2. With regard to the fatal explosion at Cumberland, which took place on February
15th, 1901, we believe that better precauticns would have been adopted by the manage-
ment if the men employed in the mine had been all white men, and we believe that the
exjlosion would not. have oceurred had no Mongolians been working in the mine. ’

3. We believe that the employment of Chinese and Japanese immigrants in the
various industries of this province i3 inimical to the prosperity of the provinee, and that
it is instrumental in and conducive to the lowering of the white men’s wages.

1. We believe that Mongolians absorb, to a great extent, the revenues of this prov-
mee.

5. We believe that the presence of Mongolians in this province is a great factor in
keeping white men of all classes from settling in this province, and we believe it is also
the cause of many white men leaving the province.

6. That whereas the Monogolian standard of living is far inferior to that of the
white man, we believe that the white man can never assimilate with or compete with
the Mongolians.

7. That whereas the habits and general chiaracter of Mongolians make them destest-
able to all white men throughout this province, we believe that the presence of Chinese
and Japanese immigrants in this province constitutes a grave menace to the public
peace.

8. We believe that unless rapid action is taken with a view to expelling them from
this province the white man will leave this provinee in possession of Chinese and
Jupanese immigrants, :

Letter produced and read from Mr. MeInnes re petition received and filed.
Mecting adjourned—no other business transacted.
EDWARD L. TERRY,
Secretary, M.P,U.

The witness further said: T think they are a menace to health. The two first
cases of bubonic plague were discovered at San Francisco among Chinese residents, I
was there st the time. [ believe they are a menace to the peace, because at Steveston
on the Fraser river the military had to be called in to keep the peace. I believe they are
a drag on the prosperity of the province, because they send money to China and import
provisionge from China.

T think they are a danger to life in the mine. On November 9 last two men were
incapacitated for life by being run into in a slope of the Alexandra Mine. A Chinaman
was employed as signal man on that nceasion, and it was owing to his signal, that the
cars run into the slope when they nught not to have been run there. T saw the signal
man, I don’t consider them safe underground. The cmployment of Chinese signal men
is contrary to law.

Two or thre of my acquaintances came out with the intention of taking farms in
the country, and ¥ soon as they found Chinese here they went off. They did not like
Chinese. Theg pwiferred to quit British Columbia because of the Chinese. Everybaudy
here, almost tc a inan, is against them. They are a mienace to the community in every
shape and form.” Very many men are not in the country, have gone out because of the
Chinese. :




. certain to take place somewhere, and the military are called out, or the police, and then

will lead to trouble before the government act. - I would be in favour of it myself rather

. ment did not do what was neceisary under the circumstances. Most of the men here

“u much betterposition-if-they were not heve. The white labouring man would be able
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There are a good many people afraid to come up and make complaints, especially in
the mining community. The presence of the Chinese here is a great grievance ; there
is no-doubt about that. T think before you get out of the province you will have enough
men to satisfy you that the Chinese are a menace and s danger in the community. The
strongest argument in favour of that is revolution. If people are not liked, troubls is

the government will come to the conclusion that something has got to be done. If these
le, the Chinese and Japanese, are allowed to come hero any further, T ani afraid it

than be driven out of my country. 1 should be in favour of revolution if thie govern-— -

are British subjects, but we have got a good many Americans here. T think the
majority of them are naturalized British subjects or Canadians. I have only been here
nine months just now ; was here two years ago, and went from there to California.
Prior to that T was in South Africaand fought in the Matabele campaign for the British
Empire.

William Stocker, says: I am a coal miner. I have worked in Utah and Colorado
at coal mining. There ave no Chinese mining there. I am president of the Miners’and
Mine Labourers’ Protective Association, representing 900 men. But for Chinese compe-
tition we would have got the ten per cent advance that we asked for recently. The
strong competition of other companies employing Chinese prevented us getting that
advance. 1 never worked where Chinese were employed. 1 would not take the risk.
1 believe that where Chinamen ave in numbers, white men are afraid to come. By
employing all white labour it would most assuredly increase the cost of production & little.
My wages average about $4 a day. White men are generally contented in doing an
average day's vork. Iam an American citizen. I would not advise me countrynich
to immigrate this country or this island, under existing conditions. am certainly
in favour of restricting any further immigration of Chinese. Americans who are work-
ing liere for three years and doing fairly well become naturalized. 1 have a great desire
to become naturalized myself, and live permsnently here, but I do not want to become
naturalized until 1 know what competition we have to expect in the near future. I
I were forced to go down into a mine where Chinese were working, or if a Chinese
helper were forced on me here, as they arein some mines, I would have to quit and leave
the country then. T intend to live here, if T van live without being brought into unjust
competition with either the Chinese or Japanese. From what I have seen of them, and
I have been on & number of occasions in ¢ Chinatown’ liere, they are penned up, to my
way of thinking, in such a way that they cannot but he'a~menace to the -whole com-___.
munity. You will find seven or eight and sometimes more, where three white men in
tho same space would feel that they were overcrowded. In fact one white man would
.consider he had hardly enough space in the Toom to dress properly. The Chinese live in
small wouden shacks, barely high enough to get into, and very ill smelling in many cases.
So many in such a small room cannot be good for health. T have been in some shacks
whern the Chinese live and the air was so foul, s0 ill-smelling to me, being accustomed
to live in clean, well-regulated rooms, that I had to go out at once to get a breath of
fresh air. In some of these shacks 1 could not stand up. The presence of the Chinese
has a very injurious effect upon the white labouring man here, who wouldl be today in

to meke more money and would be able to spend more in the purchase of supplies. 1
would be better off if the Chinamen were not here. I consider the more money Ianm
able to made the better member of the community I will be, and would be able to do
better by my family in the way of giving my little girl education and in affording my
wife more luxuries—all-round living better and spending more in the community, yet
still vaving and making a little home for myself and settling down as a good citizen of
the country. The presence of the Chinese here has a tendency to bring other miners
and myseli down, so that we are-not able to enjoy the privileges that white people should
enjoy—that all white people should enjoy. :
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UNION MINES.

Richard Henry Hodson, miner, says: I have worked here ten years. 1 have a
Chinaman helper. 1 pay him $1.50 a day. I carn about #4 a Jdny. "About two years
ago when Chineso were not allowed in the mines on account of the law, I had a white _
helper for a fow months at £2.25 aday. I made about the same wages s0 that it did
not make any difference with me. [ worked part of the time without 4 helper and made
from 23.50 to $4 a day. Idid not make as much there because I did not get all the
boxes I wanted. If I had I think I would hdve averaged 84, What I say is what the
rest would say. T don’t know any miner who prefers the Chinese to the white man, 1
would not rather employ Chinamen and take $4 than employ white men and take less,
I would prefer to employ the white man if al] the others did it. 1In my opinion the
white man is & far better helper. They know what to do and can do'it ; they can
change off.  If Chinamen were not in the mine the output would he greater per man. "
I would be willing to have my wages reduced rather than employ Chinese. I know of
my own knowledge the feeling of the men is against the Chinesc.” I have ieard them
express the view that they are not a desirable race. If You get the manager willing to
put them out I think the men would meet him half way, A person who cannot speak
English is more dangerous in a mine than one who can speak English. I think some-
thing should be done. I think the time has arrived. I think the Japs are the worst
element of the two,

If the company were willing to put the Chinese out the men would be willing,
That is my honest opinion ; but to take out the Chinamen at 81.50 3 day you would
have to replace him with a white man at §3 & day.  You would have to vaise the price
of coal.  You would have to have a raise in the price paid for mining or in the price of °
deficient work in order to meet that. I think the output of the mine would be about,
as much with fewer miners,

COAL 011

Bearing upon the question of the cost of ol as compared with the cost of coal as
fuel, the following letter received by the Commission from R.P. Rithet of San Francisco
and Vietoria, B.C,, may be of interest :

Sax Fraxcisco, October 11, 1901.
Mre. D, J. Muxy,

New Westminster, B.C.

Your letter of the 7th inst. reached me this morning. T will be very glad to give”
You any information I can in regard to the cost of oil ag compared with the cost of coal
as fuel.  The price we pay for oil at present is 724 cents per barrel,

According to our tests four barrels of oil are equal to a ton of coal, that is the best
Australian coal or British Columbia coal. The price of this quality of coal to-day is
about 86.50 to £7. Our fuel therefore on this basis costs us the equivalent of 227 ¢q
per ton of conl for fuel, ‘

In the case of British Columbia you will understand of course that the cost of oil
would probably he §1.95 per barrel, while the cost of coal is probably only $£3 per ton,
so that the cost of oil fuel in_British Columbia would be equal to &5 per ton of coal if
the oil had to be imported, while the actual cost of British Columbia coal at the mine or
say within a short distance from the mine in British Columbia should not exceed 23 .50
or $4 per ton,

T think this covers the points you asked. With kind regards, -

R. P. RITHET.
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BUMMARY,

Chinese labour is not emploved in the Crow's Nest Pass coal mines, nor is it
employed in the Vancouver coal mine below ground, and has not been for many years.
After the explosion at the Wellington mines in 1887 the New Vancouver Coal Company
and the Wellington Coal Company, at the urgent solicitation of the miners, agreed not
to employ Chinese underground (they never had employed Japanese underground). The
reason for their exclusion was the alleged increased danger to the miners.

Both Chinese and Jupanese are, however, employed underground at the Dunemuir
mines at Union, and on the swiface at all the principal coal mines on Vancouver Island.

Name of Mine. Whites. Chinese. Japanese.

New Vancouver Coal Company 1,161 | 175 above ground
Dunsmuir Union Mines.. .. . 412 | 363 above and below ground.
Dunsmuir Extension Mine..... e 895 | 164 mostly above ground.. ..

2,468 | 702

Mr. Samuel Robins, for 2ighteen years the general superintendent of the New Van-
couver Coal Company, that produced 600,000 tons out of a total production from
the Vancouver [sland mines of nearly 1,400,000 tons, favours exclusion at once.

Mr. Francis Little, the geieral manager of the Wellington Celliery Company, thinks
there should be no restriction whatever,

Mr. Andrew Brydon, manager of the Dunsmuir Extension mines under Mr. Little,
says: There iy no difliculty in getting the number of Chiness we require. If no more
Chinese came in it would.not aflect us. There are suflicient here now for any purpose

\, we require. I do not care to express an opinion upon further restriction, further than
" 1 have goue.

Mr. John Matthews, local manager of the Union mines, under Mr. Little, says:
Speaking as a citizen, if there were more whites to take their place it might be better.
It would not affect us mach if the Chinese were shut out. It might indirectly affect-us
through the miners. It would be sure to raise the price of wages, ¥ think there are
enough here at present for my purposes. I do not think restriction would have any
disastrous effect.

The Commission were not favoured with the views of Mr. Dunsmuiv, although
requested. In an official utterance, dated October 9, 1900, as premier of the province,
he favours “an increase of the per capita tax in such measure as to surcly limit the
number of immigrants, and by enaciment of legislation similar to the < Natal Act,” to
regnlate their employment while in the country.’

1t should be noted in this connection that the management favourable to exclusion
are the largest exporters and have to compete in the foreizn market. This appears from
the following statement :—Of the tota! output of 579,361 tons of the New Vancou “er
Coal Company for the year 1900, 428,678 tons were exported to the United States,
11,883 tons to other countries, und only 55,802 tons sold for consumption in Canada,
the balance being used at the mines.

Tn the Dunsmuir Mines, of a total cutput of 804,021 tons 389,049 tons were ex-
ported to the United States, 76,708 tons to other countries, and 221,064 tons sold for
consumption in Canada, the balance being used by the company, made into coke or on
hand. The result is that of the output of the Vancouver coa{ mines over 76 per cent
iu exported, and of the Dunsmuir Mines about 58 per cent. The point to be observed
hera is that the management, favourable to the exclusion of Chinese relies almost entively

- upen the foreign market for the sale of its product. It may be here stated that Chinese
are nowhere omployed in or about the coal mines of Washington State which enter into
competition with the British Columbia coal mines.
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The recent discovery of coal oil in California introduced a factor which has to be

taken into account in its bearing upon the output of ccal in British Columbia.
) By an Act of the Tocal Legislature their employment in underground coal workings
was prohibited, but the Act.in that respect was declared to be wultra vires of the Pro-
vincial Legislature. (See the Colliery Company of British Columbia vs. Brydon, Appeal
Cases 1899, page 580.)

The weight of evidence points to the conclusion that their eniployment under-
ground is an additional element of danger to miners. Their employment on the surface
and in the mines to that extent excludes white labour and distinctly promotes idleness
among the youth and young men of the villages and towns adjacent to the mines.

The present supply of Chinese labour is sufficient to meet the demand for the pre-
sent and for years to come. .

The evidence of those principally voncerned justifies the conclusion that further
vestriction, or even exclusion, of Chinese labour will not. cause any appreciable incon-
venience or loss to this industry. :

CHAPTER X.—PLACER MINING.

The total production of the placer gold fields for all year up to and including 1900
amounts to over sixty-two and a half million dollars ; the largest yield, nearly four
millions, wag for the year 1863.  In 1900 the yield amounted to 21,278,000, of which
the Cariboo District contributed %684,000, and Atlin Lake Division $406,000. The
principal placer mines now being worked are in these two districts. )

Atlin is reached by steamer to Skagway, railway to Bennett and then by steamer.
It is distant from Victoria about one thousand miles. There ave about 3,500 in this
district engaged in mining ; all are whites. )

In Cariboo district during the scason of 1900 there were about 150 companies
working, large and small, empldying about twelve hundred men, about one-half of whom
are Chinese ; this docs not include the claims worked by Chinese on royalty and under
lease, which would probably increase the number of Chinese engaged i placer mining
to over one thousand.

John D. Graham, a resident of Atlin, gave evidence at Victoria. He said: I
teside at Atlin, one thousand miles from Victoria. Tt is reachod by water by steamer
to Skagway, railway to Bennett and then by steamer. It is a mining district, placer
aud ouartz mining,” There were last year engaged in mining 3,500, roughly speaking.
During the summer the population is large ; in winter it is reduced. The population is |
all white. No Chinese or Japanese are there. There were J apanese last year, mostly
engaged in the restaurant business, They were mostly frozen out and got out. We
got married women to do the work. We do it ourselves if we cannot get white women
todoit. 1 am opposed to the Chinese in the mining district because he works at
reduced wages.  He works for less and lives on less. I have lived in the Province
since 1887, I think it would be better for the white man if the immigration of Chinese
into the country were prohihited. There would be more openings for the white man.
Tt seems to be human nature to go to the cheapest market. T know myseclf when 1
came here first T could get nothing to do for the simple reason that the market was
filled with Chinesc.  They work for less than T could work and live.

Q. Would it be for the benefit of the industry of placer mining to have cheap
labour —A. I think it would be better to have our mines worked by white labour. The
Chinese take all they can out of the placer mines nud it is almost impossible to get any
moneiy out of them. i :

t might be a benefit. for those engaged in hydraulic mining to have cheap labour,
but the question is, what is cheap labour? Last year there were from eight hundred to
a thousand men engaged in the installation and working of hydraulic plant, and the rest
of the men were engaged in ordinary placer mining.

Q. What distinction do you draw between the Chinese and the Japanesel—A. I

would rather deal with the Japanese. They are & more manly class of people.
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Q. In your opinion arc there any mining claims not being worked by reason of the
cost of labourf—A. No, sir. In some cases capital has been lacking, but I believe it
has been provided for. In 1899 we were overstocked with men. -

The placer mines of Carihoo (except hydraulic mining on a large scale) rre worked
‘by Chinese ; sometimes on royalty and in some cases under leuses.

Major Charles F. J. Dupont, who owns some placer claims that are worked by
Chinese, said : [ know that hundreds, perhags thousands, at least a considerable per-
centage of the Chinese in Britisli Columbia, are engaged in work that not only does not
interfere with white men, but produces wealth within the province. In placer mining
the Chinese are content if they make from 81 to $1.60 a day ; white men will not louk
at that. 'Then the Chinese are consumers of zable goods, purchase their supplies at the
stores of white men. 'They purchase rubber hoots, carpenters’ tools and nails. They
are large purchasers of provisions. They travel largely by our railways and steamers.

I have some Chinese working on royalty for me. I ﬁad sixty in my own emplo
last year. They did not make a dollar a day, yet they are quite content todo the wor){
this spring. I never could have worked without the Chinese. T have a white man in
charge of each gang of Chinamen, and he checks the produce each night. He checks
what each man produces. Two per cent has to go to the government, and the balance
goes to the benefit of the country. I know these men are anxious to go to work this
spring and contracts have been made with some of them. They do not interfere certainly
with the white mon.

1 was Managirg Director of a company engaged in a large work, expending about
£400,000 on the South Fork of the Quesnel River. We paid white men 22.75 a day;
that was for shovel work ; skilled men we paid more. The ordinary pick and shovel
workmen were paid that. The pick and shovel men struck for 83 a day. They were
under the impression that we were at their merey, and that we could not get any other
men to perform the work, but we employed Chinese for a while, until the white men
came to reason and were content to resume work at 32.75 a day ; then we dispensed
with Chinese labour,

The Honourable James Reid, senator, who has resided in Cariboo for 38 years,
stated that placer mining is the chief industry. The Consolidated Cariboo is in that
district. There are from five to six hundred Chinese in that district. More than one-
half of these work their own claims. The others are cooks, gardeners, and farm
Jabourers. The Chinese were employed in the Cariboo Consolidated. They gave pince to
Japanese who worked for less and were more available at that time. The Chinese have
been there as long ns I have been there. The Chinese have been useful. We could
hardly have got along without them. I think we couid do with a few more of them,
for the present.

Q. In what way i= the Province benefitted by the Chinese working at placer min-
ing?—A. Iam up and down all the time and I come in touch with a great many
Chinese. Hundreds of dollars are taken out of the ground and put in circulation by
the Chinese. A Chinese will work as long as he earns his board. He will keep along
with the expectation of doing better. Sometimes they make from 28 to $10 a day,
working hard all the time. Oftea they will not make more than their board, and they
will still work on; but a white man will not do that. As soon as it goes below the
ordinary wages of the country a white man Quits,

Q. How does the Chinese money get into circulation I—A. I find when the Chinese
do well they live well. They buy chickens and eggs and beef and pork.

Q. Do they travel much from one place to another 1—A. They do in search of
mining grounds. They are continually hunting up abandoned places and working them.

All the valuable ground is worked out in placer mining. The upper part has all
boen worked out, It now requires capital to go to work and develop the decper grounds.
The Chinese only go down a very little distance, and it will only require mining to go
down two or three feet to come to pay dirt. Notably has that proved to be the casein
the Cariboo Consolidated Company. ~Chinese excel in pick and shovel work and in run-
ning cars. \
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Dennis Murphy, of Asheroft, M.LA, says: I was born in the Caribop country and
lived there till I was sixteen, and am up there every summer. I am pretty familiar
with the conditions there. ‘The placer mines are carriad on by both whites and Chinese ;
the largest concerns by whites. The largrest company there is the Cariboo Consolidated.
They employ over a hundred all told ; no Chinese, except cooks, but from thirty to forty
Japs. 1 think there are about 4,500 or 2,000 Chinese in the Carihoo, and about 1,000
engaged in the placer mining. "They generally work for themselves. I don’t think the
whites employ them except for Ilacer nining.” The Chinamen _are employed in the old
worked out placers and they prospect just as whites do, and take up claims as whites
do.__

Leicester Bonnar, of Barkerville, in the Cariboo District, said : There are no
Japanese around Barkerville, There are from 200 to 300 Chinese according to the sea-
son. About half work for themselves and half for wages. A Chinaman gets 82 and
$2.26 a day and boards himself, They are not particular how long they work ; 1 should
think a twelve hour shift. Whites are paid 33 and ¥3.560 and board themselves. He
would pay £30 a month for board, I was speaking of twenty mile radius from Barker-
ville. The British white labourer—that is the periaane. t miner—is not interfered with
by the Chinese. I wus manager of the Cariboo Gold Fields Company. They employed
from 60 to 180 men ; of these about 100 out of 130 were whites.  That was during
construction. Afterwards we employed about 30 whites and 15 or 20 Chinamen, The
proportion in other inines would be about the same. It is sixty miles from Barkerville
to the Consolidated Cariboo. They employ 200 men all told ; of these about 100 are
whites and 100 Japanese.  Barkerville is 286 miles by road from the Canadian Pacific
Railway. -~ Our company operated since 1895, open hydraulic, and the largest, after the
Cariboo Consolidated. "The company expended there 2500,000. It is putting in plant
now. There are four or five companies ac Jwining.  They have expended about 2100,000
apiece. Chinese labour is an absolute aecessity.  The length of, the mining season in
hydraulic mining is about 90 days. T.e men have to pay their way up. It takes four
days each way and costs 364 from Asheroft to Barkerville and return. I am an
Englishman. I don’t consider Chinese good citizens. My feelings are against Chinese.
I would clear the lot out. If they are allowed they will take the firld from us, They
can live cheaper than whites, From a business standpoint I favour Chinese. From a
citizen’s standpoint 1 oppose them. I think there are plenty of Chinese there now.
Thev are trained to the business. They have been there a long time. 1 should say
there are plenty in tie country now. They have cleaned out the placer mines. They
live on nothing. I think it would be a g(xx{v scheme to stop Chinese taking up lands,
and keep Canada for Canadians. Cariboo is fairly prosperous. If there was a permanent
class of settlers it would be better for all, employers and employees. 1t is the permanent
settlers we want. If they were all whites it would be far tetter for the country.

Edmund B. Kerby, general manager of the War Eugle and Centre Star, says !
My experience has exfended through the Western States ard Mexico, in connection
with mines and mining work, for the last fifteen years.  As to placer mines, so far ag 1
have Teen able to learn, they seem to have gone into placer mines that white men
thought were worked out, or would languish until finally they would accept the offer of
Chinese gangs to work them for them, and work them ‘in their own way. They lease
the property and pay a lump sum as a royalty. I have generally understood that a
running royalty was unsuccessful because no one could get at the exact amount that the
Chinese took out of the placers. All the bargaining is done by one Chinaman, ana he
deals for the gang. 1t has heen considered an advantage to the owners, but T do not
know that it has been any advantage to the district. T do not think myself it would
be well to have placer mining carried out by Chinese all over the country. The Chinese
are working placers and taking a large amount of money, hundreds of thousands of
dollars, out of the country, and that undoubtedly has an effect on the whole community.,
Perhaps it will be well to leave the placers unworked until white labour could be got

to work them. The Chinese get most of their supplies from their own people, and deal
very little with white men.
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SUMMARY,

In the early history of placer mining, after the richer claims were worked out, the
white miners left the placer diggings in great numbers, leaving large numbers of
Chinese, who continued te work the abandoned surface claims. In future the industry
will depend upon the deep placer mines, which will be worked largely by machinery.

A large part of the earnings of the Chinese in this industry have in tlie past been
sent to China, and it is a quesiion whether i% would not have !‘)'cen better to have left
these abandoned claims to have been worked at a later stage by machinery and white
labour. ‘

There are no Chinese engaged in placer mining in the Atlin country, or the Yukon
Territory. g

Inry('?nrilm, Chinese have been engaged in placer mining from the commencement
of this industry. The richer placers were worked out and the Chinese now work over
the old clrims and take up new claims, sometimes working on royalty, but mostly on
their own account. They are largely employed in the open hydraulic mines, except in
the Cariboo Consolidated, where Japanese and whites are employed. These mines are
situated, many of them, 150 to 300 miles north of the Canndian Pacific Railway, and
the difiiculty of obtaining good white labour is very great. The mining season lasts
only about ninety days. It takes from four to six days each way from Asheroft to get
in; nnd for a return ticket costs 864 from Asheroft to Barkerville. :

Under the present conditions of the labour market there, the Chinese ave a
necessity. Thaose there are trained to the business, and are suflicient in numbers to
meet the demand. Lxclusion of further immigration of Chinese will not affect this
industry,

AN

CHAPTER ¥I1.—LODE MINING.

This industry has steadil, increased since 1887. In that year the output was
226,547 ; in 1892 it had reached 100,000 ; in 1893 nearly $304,000; in 1894 nearly
2800,000 ; in 1895 over $2,000,000; 1896 over $4,000,000; 1897, $7,000,000; 1893,
86,500,000 ; 1899, 86,760,000 ; and in 1900 over $10,000,000. There ave probably
between 7,000 and 8,000 men engaged in ih. i industry. No Chinese or Japanese ave
employed in the interior, and very few on the coast. :

Edmund B. Kerby, manager of the War Eagle and Centre Star, says: There are
no Chinese or Japanese employed in those mines, nor have they ever been cmployed
under my management. We have a large hotel up there in wlich at one time some
Chines: werc employed. They were employed in the laundry, and perhaps a couple of
Chinese around cleaning up the bunk houses ; that was not in the mining company, or
anything to do with the mining company. When we aperated the hotel or boarding
house we had two ; the parties to whom we leased it have one as a cook. Outside of
that they ave not used, except for domestic service among the members of the staff. 1
heve had a large experience in mines on the other side. I have never known the
employment of any Chinese except in placer mines ; that holds good all over the coast.
My headquarters were in Colorade, but I had worked pretty much all through the
Western States in connection with mines and mining work. I do not see that any
inconvenience would result at present if no more Chinese came in. I do not think
myself that it is for the best interests of the community to have an unlimited supply of
Chinese or Japanese labour coming into the country. My impression is that the plan
we have adopted in the United States has worked out fairly well.

As to their being employed in rock or quartz mines, I have never seen the question
raised.- In the first place, their ability as miners would be rather deficient, and
physically they are not nearly es strong as white men. Then, for another reason, their
limitod knowledge of ZLnglish would make them a little harder to train as miners ; and
I suppose were mine superintendents to think of employing Chinese underground, they
would consider tlie fact that it would lead to more or less trouble with the men, who
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would object to their being used underground. I have never seen the question raised,
however, of employing them underground, so far as metaliferous mines nre concerned.
Bernard McDanald, manager of the British America Corporation, the LeRoy, &c.,
&e., says 1 We employ between 800 and 900 men. I employ one Chinamen as a janitor
iu the office. The boarding house is leased and che cooks {liere employed are whites.
There i3 just one Chinaman in the emplcy of the Company. It would make no
__difference to us if no more Chinese came in. [ do not regard the Chinese as & class of
people derirable to Torm the bagia=sf “the“citizenship of the country:- -I-draw-a distine. - _._.___
tion ; I think the Japanese would be preferable, because they are more progressive, and
therefore more profitable, but my knowledge of themn is not extensive. In the United
States Chinese have not been employed to any considerable extent in the mines or in
the industries connected with the mines. ‘There are no Chinese employed in them that
I know of. The mining industries have developed very fast in the United States. I
do not think it advisable. Where these people are not elaployed there has not been
any retarding of the development. The development in the Ceeur d'Alene hos been
rapid and has gone on without this cluss of labour, and the development has gone on
rapidly in other parts without the presence of the Chinese. Although the- railways- - . ..
were built by the Chinese, T do not see why we cannot get along without these people,
T think it would help to get white Iabour 'Zwm if the Chinese were not here, and then
" we would have white girls—plenty of them.

James Devine, secretary of the Miners Union, Rossland, says: Chinese are not
employed in or aboat the mines in- this vicinity. . T have had experience in Colorado,
New Mexico and portions of Arizona. They are not employed in any of the mines 1
ever worked in. T should certainly say the Governmert should prohibit this class of
people from coming into the Province. They are of no benefit to the country and it
would be a berefit tu encourage the immigration of white labour. They affect all
trades and caitings, both directly and indirectly, wherever they are.  They drive out
white labour and force it. t, seck employment elsewhere. It drives white labour from
the coust cities and to seek employrient in the mines. Labour when driven out by the
Chinese has to seek employment where it is most likely to find it. There is more }abour
in the city at the present time than there is a demand for. There is an overaoundance
of labour here.  The supply of miners has always been cqual to the demand since I
came to the countiy.  They make it more dificult for white men to get employment,
and their presence also has a depressing effect on the coast cities from which we could
get white labour.

The wages here compare with the wages on the other side very favourably. In
some portions of Montana the wages are 23.50 » day ; in Washington State for skilled
miners #3.50 a day. In portions of Montana, in the great copper mines of Butte,
skilled and unskilled labour are £3.50 a day ; in this camp unskilled labour is #2.50 a
day.  All over the Kootenay country unskilled labour is paid 23 a day in the mine.

here is always more labour in the country than there is n demand for.

J. B. McArthur, K.C,, of Rossland, says: I have resided in Rossland since
January 1895, when it had a population of 73. 1 am interested in mining here and in
the Slocan dis rict, the houndary district, Similkameen, Lardo and Duncan. No Chinese
or Japanese are employed in mining in any of thesc districts. Where they are engaged
at wines as cooks they are generally paid from 250 to 260 a month and board ; the
second cook gets $40 a month.

The general feeling in these distriets is universal, that the Chinese shall not be
engaged in mining or in mines at all. The view is universal that they should be further
restricted. My opinion is that a 8300 tax would practically bar out all the undesirable
Chinese ; that is the Chinese that come into competition with white lsbour. T think
what they really desire, as far as the boundary country is concerned, is practical prohi-
bition of further Chinese immigration. Of course there are exceptions to that rule.

That would apply to the whole of the country I have referred to, as far as I can judge.
As to the development of miniug centres, I do not think it would have affected us at all
if there had been no Chinese. I think as the new conditions arose we would have met
them in some way or other, but *he Chinese followed the white men into all these
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camps. T have seen three or four camps started, and the Chinese always followed the
white men into the camps very quickly. I have about seventy men all told employed in
the mining industry. Orand ¥orks, with a population of fifteen hundred, has 78 Chinese
and-2 Japanese,—-17 laundrymeu, 26 cooks, b gardeners, 4 merchants, 26 labourers and
hangers on, and two prostitutes,—the largest Chinese population of any other place in
the boundary.

I think the production of the mines justifies the mine owners in paying the rate of
wages paid. The grade of ore is more in the boundary. They pay slightly higher wages

“to muckers there than here; and-have no trouble about labour questions there. There
is no reason why our mining resources cannot be developed here us they are in-Montana. .
and other places. T certainly think it in the interest of the country to exclude the
Chinese.

The_Honourable Smith Curtis, of Rosslund, says: I am a barrister by profession,
but for the last two years have been engaged in mining, and not followed my pro-
fession. I am pretty familiar with the conditions now existing here. 1 am strongly
in favour of the exclusion of a\l oriental labour. My reasons are: the orientals ere
physically and mentall, an inferior race, and if allowed to come intu the country
without restriction thiey will-drive vut-the white “population, outside of the capitaliatic
class, or the; will force white people tolive on the same plane as the orientals; in-
other words, the v 1ite race would be driven out, or be degenerated and degraded. I
hold that a servii: race, or class, is not beneficial to a white race, and that has been
proved by the experience of having the negro in the Southern States. And the
inferiority of the orientals to the white race in British Columbia is shown by the
refusal of the white race to assimilate in any degree whatever with the orientes.
The opiuion throughout the country, I believe, is practically unanimous. It is almost the
unanimous opinion of all classes that there shonle: be ro more immigration of this class
of orientals iuto British Columbia. In so far as industry is concerned, 1 do not think
they are at all essential or necessary. I know of no industry that would seriously suffer
from the exclusion of the Chinese. Tts tendency is to kecp white Jabour out of the
country. If they were not here we would have the country populated by a very desir-
able class of white people, who would settle and develop the country, We are a new
country ; what we want above all things is good white labour. I may say in this coun-
try they can afiord to pa{: the standard wages. We do not shut down because we cannot
pay the standard wages, but because we have not sufficient capital today to develep pro-
perty which ean afford to pay white labour, so we do not require to have low-priced
oriental labour. We have plenty of propositions—-paying propositions ; the country is
full of them, simply waiting capital intclligently applied.

George Allan Kirk, wholesale merchant, of Victoria, and interested in mining, -
says : Take the case of mines. A number of mines with low grade are tied up because
of the price of Inbour ; there are a number of low grade mines whick cannot be worked
because of the cost of mucking and pushing. There is a mine up near Silverton with a
very narrow vein ; consequently we cennot pay so much to get the ore out; we cannot
afford to pay 83 a day for doing it. ‘The consequence is the mine is close I down and a
number of people-—one party of Scotch people—bhave been thrown out ol employment,
because the mine owners could not afford to pay the price demanded for labour. ~If the
work was done by Chinese and Japanese it could be done for much less. The mining
itself could be done by white miners, but the common labour, such as nucking, should
be done by cheap labour such as the Chinese or Japanese. The machines could be
worked by the white miners. T do not think that the effect of that would be that
Chinese and Japanese would gradually encroach upon the white man’s work, and get to

_ working the machine, v

In South America the common work is done by natives and there is plenty of work
for white men. )

Q. What do the white men there do?—A. They oversee the natives.

Q. There are comparatively few white men employed I—A. There is a white mzaa
to oversee each gang.
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Q. Do you think it would be in the interests of the country and white labour to
allow Chinese to come in without restriction—to allow them to come in in large numbers
——a coolie class as you say I--A. Certainly. :
Q. Do you think a coolie class is desirable in any country I—A. Well if you want
—to.get into manufacturing I do not see what elseyoueando. .~
Q. T mean in the interests of the country, do you think a coolie class is desirable?
—A. T was speaking from the standpoint of an employer.
Q. What is the effect on white labour —A. I think it has a tendency to keep
white Jabour down in the trades wiiero the Chinese compete.
Q. Do you think that is desirable "—A. From an employer’s point of view it is.
Henry Croft, of Victoria, says: I am engaged in mining at Mount Sicker, forty-
five miles from Vietoria; employ hoth white and Japanese Iabour at the mines, We
employ only white labour in the mines, and Japanesein the sorting of ore.  We employ
from thirty to thirty-five Japanese. The bo?'s from the town would come up and work
for three or four weeks and then leave us suddenly. Either we had to get other labour
or shut down. 1 thought about securing Japanese from sixteen to twenty-cne years of
age.  We secured the Japaneso for that labourx. We found them perfectly satisfactory
in every way. We pa{ them 90 cents & day. We cannot employ white labour for the
simple reason that trade prices will not allow it. 1f we were to pay labour at 82.75 a
day, which is what I understand to be paid in the Kootenays, it would make a difference
- to us in profit, of avar $1,800 a year. We employ only three or four Chinese, cutting
wobd. 1 am ave:e to Chinese and Japanese immigriation; but-T-consider that in pew—— - §
countsics like South Africa and Australia you must have cheap labour. I think there
is & suflicnt number of Chinese here now. I do not think it necessary to permit any
more Chinese to come into the country ; there are enough of Chinese and Japanese here
at present. 1 believe it is now like a tap; when you want water you turn it on, and
--when ‘you have got enough—you-turn it off.— All_you. have got._to dois to puta per
capita tax on the Chinese high enough to exclude them, I think the miners to be
introduced should be men likely to become permanent residents of the country.
Exclusion would certainly increase the immigration to this Province, but I do not
thiuk for some time. It will tend to make the different indv ‘tries in a flourishing con-
dition, as there would be more demand for goods of ull kinds. T should advise the
stoppage of immigration from the Orient in the future; v.e have enough Oriental labour
in the Province now.
White labour will niot come in while the Chinese and Japanese are occupying the
~place in_cheap labour that they are doing.at present, hut with a restriction on immigra-
tion, white labour will gradually come in here, and the Japanese will leave the country. =
Henry Crosdaile, of Nelson, says: T have been up to October last, manager of the
Hall Mines. T was manager for seven years. When we were working full we had two
hundred men. Neither Chinese nor Japanese were engaged in or about the mines. The
head cook was not a Chinaman ; he had an assistaat at times, and one or two Chinamen
for washing up. In my opinion the country s not fit for further restriction. I am
speaking of this district. There is a lnrge minority of people here who are dependent
on the Chinese, and the Chinese in rendering them the ordinary service connectert with
gardening, washing and domestic service, do not come invo contact in any way with the
labouring classes. I am quite willing te admit that the majority of the people here ars
opposed to any further immigration of Chinese, hut I think the majority is made up of
people who do not emplog' Chinese, nor get any benefit from their service. If you take
the opinion of pecple who have been the employers of Chinese, I think you will find s
number of them in favour of keeping the restriction as it is, and not inceasing it ; but
the main point I should like to make i§ this: I do unot seo how this district—the
existence of the Chinese that are here—in any way affects the mines or the labouring
men in the country. Thev certainly do not keep down wages or come into corflict with
them in any way whatever. They do not even get employment on the railways in this
district. 1 do not regard them as a desirable race,—that is to have the full rights of
citizens,—ceriainly not the right to vote, because they do not have the power of under-
standing the form of government under which we live, They do not take any interest
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init. I simply look upon them as a class of citizens that we have to make useof,»—-

only fitted for the service they render. They ar2 good servants, and law-abiding. T do
not think they are taking the place of citizens.
Q. Do you consider them a factor of any importance in the development of this
section of the country +—A. No, T cannot say I do. They are not mining, and as I say,
- in-this district, any_work they do does not tend to develop the district. Tt is naturally

dependent on mining, and in a secondary degree -the-prosperityis _dependent on the

railway. .
© Q. Isthereanabundance of ordinary labour ir this country—white labourl—A. Yes.
Their wages are from $2.50 to 23.50 a day at the mines ; that is on skilled labour.

--To Myr. itson .

Q. As a British subject you feel it is desirable that the Chinese und Japanese
should bo gradually excluded, but all you desire is that it should not be rapidly con-
suminated ~-A. Yes, -

SUMMARY,

The metalliferous mines yield the largest amount annually of any natural industry
of the provinee. Out of a total yield of all minerals, including conl and coke, of over
$16,000,000 for the year 1900, the lode mines alone yielded over $10,000,000. The

-~ ——industry has steadily increased since 1887, when the output was only 826,547, and this
magnificent showing has been done almost exclusively by white labour.

The Chinese are not employed in the Kootenay or in the boundary district in
connection with the mires, oxeept in some instances in getting out cordwowd, and ns
cooks. We heard of one mine near Yale where Chinese are said to be employed as

_miners, and a few are employed for development work in the interior, but only to a very
limited oxtent, and their-employment._in_ this_industry has not appreciably affected ity

development, nor ean it be said that it is dependent to any considerable extent upon - -

this class of labour. They are not an important factor.

The evidence of the large employers was to the effect that if there was no further
fnmigration of this class of labour it wonld not retard the development of this industry.
"The opinion of those interested is almost, if not quite, unanimous in favour of excluding
further Chinese immigration.

CHAPTER X1I.__THE LUMBER INDUSTRY (EXPORT TRADE.)
TOTAL OUTPUT.

By the report of the Provincial Timber Tnspector of British Columbia, for the year
ending December 31, 1900, it appears:

There has been cut upon Crown Lands in timber. .... 152,486,199 ft.

“ " cordwood. .. 19,202,900 «

“ leaseholds in timber......... 61,140,883 «
232,831,982

‘There has been cut upon private property in timber. 9,745,641 “
u o E. & N. Ry. land (so far as

reported) ... ... . 27,272,770 «
Tmported timber........ ... veence.. 0,386,077 ¢
' 43,404,488
541 '
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The cut for the year 18399 amounted to only 217,000,000, showing an increase in

the total vutput of 59,000,000 feet. The above does not include timber cut on Dominion
lands, and only a portion of that cut on the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway land.

B - TOTAL - ENPORT,

The total shipments of lumber of the British Columbia mills for export for the year
1900 amounted to 84,210,553 feet.  Of this large amount the Chemainus mills con-
tributed 38,305,833 feet, the Hastings mills 23,873,782 feet, Moodyville mills, 19,312,.
482 feet, the Royal City mills, Noew Westminster, which are under the same manage-
ment as the Hastings Mills, 1,312,100 feet, the Canadian Pacific mills, Port Moy,
687,353 feet ; and the Northern Pacific Lumber Compauy, Barnet, 659,003 feet, 1t
will be seen that tinee mills contributed about 97 per cent of the total export,

EXPORT FROM PUGET SOUND,

There was a total export from Puget Sound mills of 156,857,489 feet.
1 b

.
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The Hastings Mill employs 512 men, namely, 257 in and about the mills, and 255
i the camps.  Of the men employed in and about the mills 164 are white men and 93
Jupanese.  No Chinese ave employed.  Of the 255 men employed in the camps, 245 are
white men, and 10 Chinese, employed exelusively as cooks and their helpers.

The Moodyville Mill employs 110 men, of whom 60 are white men, 40 Japanese,
ard 10 Chinamen.

The Chemainus Mill employs in and ubout the mills 58 white men, 55 Chinamen,
and 56 Japanese, and in the camps, 128 white men, 19 Chinamen, and 30 Japanese,

It will be seen from the above that the mills who do the principal export business
employ comparatively few Chinese.

Edmund James Palmer, manager of the Victoria Lumber Company, at Chemainus,
said : T have been connected with the company for twelve years. We have in the mill
5% whites, 55 Chinese, und 56 Japanese. The Chinese have been employed- in the mill
since February, & year ago, and the Japauese aiout the same time.  Before that white
nien only were employed. ,

In the woods we have 128 white men, 19 Chinese, and 30 J apanese. Sixteen
Chinese are employed us water cavriers in the woods. I never employed Japanese in the
wools until three months ago. 1 let them a contract for grading a road. 'The total
number employed by the company is 347, of whom 186 are whites. We have doubled
the capacity of our mill.  Our business is entirely export. Wo have to compete with
mills on Puget Sound. . We have three mills, the Hastings, Moodyville and our mill,
doing an export business.  We ave the largest exporters in British Columbia. 1 think
we exported as much as all the rest put together last year.  We have never carried on
our business by white labour exclusively. It is simply impossible ; we cannot do it. I
think there are sutlicient Chinese here at present to supply all demands, 1 think there
ave plenty of Japanese here.

I'do not think any business man or employer of labour, throwing all sympathy out
of the question, but would be willing to pay a white man 2 n day rather than a China-
man #1. I have never found aiy difference of opinion as to this; that it takes three
Chinese to do the work of two white men, and sometimes it takes two Chinamen to do
the work of one white man in any heavy work, if not more than that.

Q. Then, do T apprehend you aright when I note you as saying you think we have
ennugh Chinese here now t—A. Yes, I do think we have enough of them here now.

Q. And speaking of your industry, you say no serious inconvenience would arise if
no more Chinese came herel—A. T think not. ~ White people would then move in with
their familie-, and it would be a benefit to us. The change would take place gradually.
It would not take place all at once ; and there would be no injury to business or any
incanvenience to speak of. ... . . -

Q. You are satistied if no more Chinese came in, white men with their families would
gradually come in, and the question of labour would adjust itselfl—A. Yes, I 8aY £0.

Q. Do you think the presence of Chinese here has a tendency to prevent white
immigration ?—A. Yes, if there were no more Chinese coming in white labour would
soon come in this direction. That would be a positive benefic to the Province. The
Chinese will never becomu citizens or assimilate, nor is it dzsirable.

Q. Looking at the matter then from the standpoint of the interest of the country,
and not being forgetful of your ewn interests, what do you say? There is no question
about, it disturbing presert conditionsl—A. I wovld say that all further immigration of
Chinese or Japauese should bo prohibited. What we have here now I think quite
sufficient, and I think we can grndually work white Iabour in until we would soon have
sufficient white labour in the country to auswer all demands,

Q. Can you compare the standard of living of the Chinese and of the white peoplet
~—A. There could be no comparison between the living of the two nations. White
people could not possibly live as the Chineso do. Very little of the money carned in
this country by the Chinesa iz spent he:e. They send all their spare money, and that is
more than two-thirds of their earnings, to China. We never do one dollar’s worth of
business in & monih with Chinese. They come in on the last of the month and get
their books and their money, and they trade entirely with their own people. The
Japanese are different.
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We pay Chinese and Japanese from 81 to 81.26. The lowest rate of wages paid to
whites for mill work is 82. It ranges from %2 to 8. There is one paid 88, one $6.50
one 25, one $4.50, six at 3.50, four at $3.25, three at 82.25, two at 82.50, and the
balanco ot 32, Towest wages paid whites in the weods is from $2.26 and up to $3.7b.
When not on contract the Japancse get §1 a day, Chinese get $1.26 a day.

1 know of the Port Blakeley Mill, the Port Gamble Mill, the Ludgate Mill, the
§t. Paul and Tacoma, and the Bellingham Mill Company on the Sound, With the
exception of the Blakeley Mill, all the other mills employ Whites. - The Port Blakeley
Mill is the only mill that employs Japauese. Last year, owing to the excitement as to
the Nome gold mining, they put in 300. They have 340 working in the Port Blakeley
Mill now; they have Japanese on the carriers, on the trimmers, and ever where.
These are the prireipal mills we have to compete with. They do not employ Chinese.

There is & difference of one shilling and three pence to two shillings and six pence
on freight rates between all Puget Sound points and British Columbia in favor of Puget
Sound. Tt does not make any difference whether we are shipping to India, China or
the Capo; they make that difterence in the tate per one thousand feet. They claim the
cause of it is cxtra pilotage charges on this side, the extra cost of supplies on this side
from what they cost on the other, and sick mariners’ benefit. That applies to the rate
on sailing vessels. 'They have to pay extra pilotage, they tell us, m\(¥ gick mariners’
benefits on this side. The pilotage would not amount to £50 on one million feet. The
bulk of the ships carrying lumber are owned in California, and they have used that as o
leverage to force the ships over there.

Q. What are your other disadvantages1—A. The freight rates; thon they have a
market, a home market that is very wide, they can ship lumber that we cannot ship.
They can ship anything that is five or six feet long to the castern market that we have
to burn up as we cannot find any market for it here. We have no market for lumber
less than sixteen fect long. Their machinery costs them considerably less. A large
portion of the machinery we use is American machinery. They have also a preference
of from thirty-six to thirty-seven cents a thousand feet {)y freigint vessels.

The average cost of towing on Puget Sound is forty cents, on this side it is &1, but
we have an advantage being nearer the raw material.

The Americans have n market for everything they cut, no matter how ghott it is or
how jnferior it is. Tho strongest competition we have is from the State of Oregon.
Their labour is white; *heir common labour gets $1.75 a day without board, their
lowest class 81.65 a day. Living is cheaper over there, at least fifteen per cent lower
than here. In Washington the general run of labour is 21.75 for common urdinary
fiabour around the mill.. Men sometimes only get 31.50 n day; boys cleaning up, #1 a

uy.

d Q. What proportion of your hands will be employed in the manufacture of rough
Jumber }—A. At-the present time I have none. We have two or three cargoes and not
a bit of rough lumber in them. European cargoes take more rough lumber. South
Africa takes nothing but rough lumber; Melbourne takes rough lumber ; Adclaide
takes ten per cent manufactured and ninety per cent rongh lumber; Sydney vavies
from ten to twenty per cent of rough lumber; China takes a small percentage of dressed
lumber. They take a great deal of rough lumber. In acargo of one million feet they
will take twenty thousand feet of dressed lumber ; while the countries of South America
take quite a percentage of dressed lumber. It would depend on the cargoes ordered
whether we run the planers or not. :

Tho witness further dealt with the labour aspect of the question as follows:

T would rather take white labour and pay them twenty-five cents a day more and
take my chances of competition -vith the other side. If I could get white men to como
with their families and atay here I would rather have them than any Chinese or
Japanese, '

paQ‘ Would it be possible to get ¥hite labour in the east to supply your demands?—

~ A. T am not familiar with the labour market in eastern Canada, but in Wisconsin and

Michigan our Company are operating quite a number of mills. In the summer time the
men work in the mills nod in the winter "time they work in the woods, and they stay -
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there with sur companies year in and year out. They live there because they have
steady work and they are generally men with families, but here the white labour who
operate the mill, at least at Chemainus, are n floating population. They have run away
trom ships or have been unsuccessful in mining, and they come here to make u littlo
start again.  As soon as the fishing opens on the Fraser tley will leave to go and eateh
salmon,  They expect to make more money, whether they do it or not. They leave us
with very little warning. 1 would not take u contract and depend upon them.

Swedes and Norwegians are employed in a number of mills on the other side. You
cannot bring them over here, at least I do not think they wounld come. If the Chinese
were not allowed to come in any move I would take chances of getting steady and sutis-
factory white labour.  We are an export mill and largely dependent on our shipping
facilitics.  One ship will make a passage in 21 days and another will take 90 days for
the same passage, and there are times when we are out of ships and we have to ~lose
down.  Whenever we had to close down the white men would leave us. ‘In January
something like 24,411 was expended simply in holding my skilled labour together. Tdo
not think there would be any ditticalty in getting marricd men to come here if there
were no Chinese or Japanese here, T think it is the proper way to solve the problem.
I think that bringing white men and their families here would finally lead to the exclu-
sion of the Chinese and Japanese. I do not claim that Chinese is cheap labour. We
have no great advantage in having the Chinese. . . . . . . .

The remedy I suggest is stop the Chinese coming in and offer some inducemeats for
the surplus good white lnbour of the cast to come out here. Tf I had my choice 1
would have Norwegians and Swedes with large familics.  We cannot pay more than 32
a day and compete with the mills on the other side.  We would be better able to com-
pete if we could sell all the lumber we produce, short and long. TIf we could get them
to stay for a little while and get married and get to raising vegetables for themselves,
they wauld soon stay with u-. ’

If we could not get cheap labour we would have to close down, hut T do not think
that is likely to occur. I think we could gt white labowr to supply the demand.

If it were generally known throughout the ecast that this was not a Province
devoted exclmsively to Chinese cheap labour, if it avas understood there was a prohibi-
tion on Chinese labour coming into this conntry, I am alinost certain enough of white
labour would come in. I do not know pesitively that it would come in, but if there
was a call for labour the railroads would offer chicap rates, and white: people would then
come to the coast. It is a serious problem. There are quite enough Chinese here. 1
can get all I want without any dificulty. T apprehend no danger at all from there not
being enough Chinamen.

The wage has got to be regulated by the price of the manufactured product. Every-
thing is more prosperous when yeu ore paying big wages shd getting more for your
product. If they have a good market in the United States they are not likely to com-
pete with us over here. T employ Mongolian labour from interest. Chinese and Japanese
will never take the place of white men in cutting timber. They are no good in the
woods.

If you want to improve the stock in a country you import good stock from the
east or from other countries.  If you are figuring to” settle up & community and open
up the country Japanese are no good. In the east eighty per'cent of the men are mar-
tied and have their families with them. ] .

We will say for instance we want to employ thirty on the wharf. I have got to
have thirty men for the work before I can go on at all. ~ No white man will work with
Chinese. We have got to put in all Chinese or all white men. If we had a class of
labour coming in here who would not consider it a degradation to work at menial work
there would be no difficulty. At the present time the demand for white labour is far
in excess of the supply. "We do not want a servile class here. There is a dignity in
all kinds of honest labour.

The American lumber trade has not been injured as a result of the exclusion of the
Chinese.  They seem to be .ble to compete with us right along, although we have the
benefit of low-priced Chinese and Japanese labour. White immigration from the east

D
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has come in and taken the place of Chinese nnki‘anmIés}; Tabour ovor there, At the———- -

time they had trouble with the Chinese, the export of lumber did nct amount to more
than fiftcen million feet, and to-day that has increased to two hundred million feet.
Exclusion certainly would dono havm here. 1 think it would be of great benefit. I
am in favour of total exclusion. T think we have enough of the Chinese here now.

Richard H. Alexander, manager of the Hastings mill owned by the British Col-
umbia Mills, Timber and Trading Co., says: We employ all together in and around the
mill and in connection with it, 237 hands, and in connection with the camps, 265, total
512; in the mill 164 whites, no Chinese, 93 Japanese. The whitea' duties are in von-
nection with the operation of the machines and marking. The Japanese are employed
in ard about the mill trucking lumber and piling it. Japanese are paid from ninety
cents to 21,25 a day.  White men ron from 340 to 2456 o month, Five sawyers from
$4 to 25 a day ; and filey, there nre five of them, paid 87 a day. Some other men are
paid from §3.2h to 23.50. Of the men in camp 245 are whites, the restace Chinese cooks,
fen altogether ; no Japanese.  Average wage for white 82.25 to 22.50 per day ; over-
seers a good deal move ; Chinese cooks possibly £40 or 345 a menth.

I may coy in conuection with the mill there is another matter that can bo
fairly iiiclnded ;- when we have three vessels at the wharf we generally employ about
fifty stevedores. They do not figurc on our pay rolls hecause we do not employ them
divectly, although they are as much a part of the business as the others.  They are one-
third or ene-fourth Indians ; the others are whites.

The Japanese are all i inferior positions with thr exception of the Jath mill, at
which there are six or seven of them at the cut-off sawvs and trimmers. We first engaged
them twelve years ago.  We have always hed in the mill a certain proportion of cheap
labour. In the early days we had Indians. They gradually got off from working in
the mills and we replaced them by Chinese.  On account of “the strong feeling against
the Chinese we diccontinued them, and we have since been using the Japanese, but we
have always had a proportion of inferior or cheap labour in and about the mill. The
Indians were not crowded out by either the Chinese or Japancre. "They wori-ed for less
but they got their board, and that wonld make their wages equal to 31 a day. At that
time we had an Indian ranch close to the mill, and the Fudians al} found work in the
mill.  That vanch was removed and they went and lived on the other side of the Inlet.
Another reason may have been that during the construction of the railway they could
get more profitable work with the contractors. There is this dificulty about the Indians,
you cannot have them steadily ; you cannot get them to work steady.

Japanese ave steadier than the Indians and they are stronger in some cases. A
Chinaman will go along like a machine and do the same work every mosning until night
at the same rate, steady as a machine, but the Japancse has got more spirit, and if he
sees the machine crowding him he will put on a spart and keep the machine clear.  The
Chinaman will let the machine block up and will want another man to help him,  The
Japanese is better for the work than the Chinese in the way I mention.

1 have resided in the country 40 years, over 31 years here. In 1862 there were
Chinese in the country, most of them hed come from California. They worked in laun-
drics, market gardens a.d in domestic service. A great mauy of them wero engaged in
placer mining up the river.

Q. Speaking of the Chinese exclusively, do you think there are sufficient in the
country now to meet the requirements, or to mect the demands -—A. I do not desire to
say anything about them. My desire is to confine myself to my own business, what 1
know. ‘ -

Q. Are you in favour of fuvther immigration of the Chinesel—A. I think that in-
formation should come from some person who employs then.

The question is that we have always had a certain amount of cheap labour in con-
nection with the operation of the lumber industry. Tt is quite possible that white labour
would be generally profitable if we could get it under the same conditions, but as I
understand the question of restriction, the object is to replace oricntal labour with
white labour.
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As it i3 1.t present the white men cannot work at the rate of wages that the Japan-
ese do. - Now if the Japanese were replaced by white labour at a higher rate of wages,
on the industry there can be but one result ; we would either have to raise the price of
the article produced or shut down the manufacture altogether, In our case the article
manufacturéd has to be exported. It has to meet competition in the markets of the
world with the same commodities of other places ; and not only that, but in the opera-
tion of your trade there must be sufficient vemuncration to pay interest on the capital
invested. We find we have not even our own domestic market to ours: ~s.  We find
owing to the present stato of the industry that wo are subjected to the competition of lum-
ber coming in from the United States, which comes into Canada free of duty. In the
United States they manufacture lumber under conditions which are better than ours,
We have to pay duties on our supplies, on all that we use ; machinety and tools, whilst
they do not pay any duty, wd we have to come into competition with lumber produced
there under cheaper labour.  We 1oy have a little cheap labour here, such as the
Jupanese give, but against that we have to put the cost of transportation and other ad-
vantages we do not possess. It is not in our power ta increase the price of lumber. We
cannot obtain the white labour at such a low rate of wages a8 would enable us to com-
pete. We have to look very cavefully for the white labour we want. The Japanese
supply the want of the proportion of cheap Iabour that is hecessary to compete in the
warkets of the world.  The point is this : we have always had a certain proportion of
cheap abour, and in onder to compete suceessfully we must have it, and having that
cheap labour we ave enabled to cmploy white men in the higher branches of the
industry.

Allow me to impress on the Commission again that if the Japanese are replaced at
a higher rate of wages in the manufucturing of lumber there can be no other result but
one : we would have to raise the price of the article produced, or go out of the husiness,

Of the total number of men employed, 312, there are in round figures cighty per
cent. of whites as against 20 per cent. orientals, and if you include the fifty men I have
spoken of in the loading of ships, the proportion of whites will be still greater.  Of the
pereentige stated the whites received eighty-eight per cent. of the wages and the orien-
tals not twelve per cent. The pro~artion, you will sec, is aboat one Japanese to four
white men and the four men got seven-eighths of the wages.

In eonncetion with our business at the Hastings mill, the total wages paid last
year was $277,376.15, out of which the whites received $245,369.35 and the orientals
231,806.80, and, us T have alveady said, if you include the men working in the ships it
will be still more for the whites. Every ship will average more than a million feet,
and at that average the wages paid will be more than 31,000 on every ship. It seems
to me it is for you gentlemen to judge whether it be advisable by doing away with this
fuctor of cheap labour to risk the stoppage of the industry, and not oaly hazard the
large nmount of money there is invested, but hazard the employment of the white peo-
ple.  Whether for the sake of excluding one Chinese or one Japanese you would run the
risk of throwing out of rmployment four white men with all the families dependent on
them, and they pay more money away for supplies. It is with no feeling of hostility at
all to the white men that I state this. I do not think the subject has ever been fairly
placed before the intelligent workmen of this province. Tt is all very well for those
who do not know anything about the industry to say there will be no injury to any
trade or calling by the exclusion of the Japanese, and that no industry would be incou-
venienced if the .fapanese were replaced by white people, and that the industry should
be allowed to go rather than that Japanese should be employed in it, but I do not think
they understand what they are saying, with all due candour.

You muy ask me if there is not suflicient margin to allow higli wages to be paid.
I will just give you an example of that from a letter that only came to me yesterday.
I got a letter dated April 19 from a. prominent lumber purchaser, who writes saying
that his firm is about {:u\'ing a cargo at &8.50 on the American side, less two and a half
and two and a half, or alout 28.09 net; that is the cost they tell me on the American
side. The vessel we should use, should wg seeure the contruct, for carrying the lumber
would have to get one shilling and threepence extra for coming to this port, coming to
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our mill, so the writer of tTheletter scts-forth-deducting._this, say 30 cents from 88.09,
leaves 87.79 that the lumber can be purchased for on the American side, ” Thewriter— - ——- —
of the lettet says: < If you will sell us this cargo it the rame price, say $7.79 per thous- :
and, we will give you the preference.” Now there is the true position of the lumber in-
dustry at the present time.

Now, the logs to-day at the different camps aro held at 85 a thousand ; the towage
will be 75 cents a thousand. I may say that is low. The Government get n royalty of
50 cents a thousand ; throw that all together and it makes £6.25 ; taking that from
87.80 it Joaves 81.65. Now, then, that gives you an answer to the question whether
the industry is able to pay more, is able to inerease the cost of munufucture.  Now, if
you take the 93 Japanese that we at present use in the Hastings mill and veplace them
with white labour, it would necessitate an increase in the cost of produetion of 393 n
day ; if you divide that by the amount produced per day it will raise the cost of pro-
duction on the average 70 cents per thousand feet. Now, there is no mill in British
Columbia that under present conditions could aftord to inerease the vost of production
70 conts per thousand feet and operate successfully financially.

Q. You have not given us the cost of the management of the mill]—-A. Well, Lam
not going to give away our husiness to the public. )

Q. "What kind of lumber was that ! -A. It is an ordinary merchantable cargo of
lumber, )

I am not at liberty to state the name and authority of thet letter. It is a private
letter. The writer cennot be obtained to give evidence ; he is not in the country. 1
will show it to the Commissioners and convinee you that it is a donc fide lotter, Tt iy
from a perfectly well-known man, from a real purchaser, and the quality of timber i the
ordinary tiwber sold in the market, not a low quality, not at all. ~We cut n higher
grade as well.  We cut the lower geade also. Tt is piled up in our yards and we cannot
get vid of it. . . .

(Thie letter referred to was shown to the Commissioners.)

We ship lumber as far cast ns Nova Seotin, and we can only ship the hetter clusy,
the higher grades, ax it is the only lumber that we can afford to pay freight on for the
cast. 'There one of the great competitors that we have iv the pitel pine that comes from
the Southern States, which is manufactured by the aid of cheap labour of the negroes in
Qeorgin and Carolinn We have to pay 220 a thousand between here and the castern
provinces, and we have got to compete with that lumber produced in the east by labour
secured at very low wages. If we send to South Afriea or Australia we are brought
into competition with Jumber from the Baltic, manufactured under mueh more favourable
conditions as to cost than we can possibly command.  In Sweden or Norway they pay o
sawyer 4 kroner a day, equal to $1.05, the ordinary Iabour 54 cents. These figures 1
got from a Norwegian captain. A man with a family can live very comfortably there
on from 40 to b4 conts a day. Then, again, I see in the mercantile réports that from

_the Baltic to Melbourne n vessel will get 65 shilliugs per thousand feet. In South
Africa we will be on something like equal terns,

T think we exported out of the province last year about thirty million feet, including
what went vast, and exported out of the country twenty-four million feet. It may ben
coincideiee and nothing more, but you will find that the mills employing the largest
number of orientals did the biggest export trade.  We had to refuse business contimmlli('
last year because the price offered was too low for‘us to sell our lumber. 1 do not thin
the oriental question is a matter of sentiment at all, it is & matter of interest. In order
to employ n large number of whites wo have to employ a lavge proportion of cheap labour
wherever it comes from, whethier white, black or yellow, Our principhl foreign markets
are Europe, Australia, China, Chili, Peru and Africa.  For the last year there has been
very little buliness done with Africa. There is a very weak demand in the foreign

~ markets at the present time. - The producing capacity of the cldest lumber mills to-day
is largely in excess of the demand. _

Principally rough lumber is shipped to China.  The trade is increasing with Japan.
The Japanese are going into ship-building and they ave importing sizes of lumber that
they cannot get anywhero else but on this coast. Their trade is well worth cultivating .
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Theve is less competition in China and Japan than in any of the other countries. The
only competition we have there is with our friends on Puget Sound. They, ship more
than we do.  The thing: that enter into the cost of production of lumber today we pay
higher for here.  We pay higher for ait will supplies.  All our supplies to our camps
we pay more for,  We have milroads with regulur locomotives on regular standard track,
and we use what are ealled donkeys for hauling out timber by a wire rope on a drum,
using for that pmpose steam power, At one camp we had four and a half miles of rail-
mmfut unother we had three miles.  These rails ave being lifted up and put into other
places as the camp is worked out.  We have gl the modern means at our command,
both for getting out logs and for manufacturing lumber at the mill. Our wasto of
lumber is not greater than on the other side.  They get their supplies cheapes and they
have a market for all they produce, which we have not, which makes a very material
difference,

I do not think there is a mill in British Columbia as advantageously situated as
ours ; at the present tine we have access to the sea, and we have good railway communi-
cation. The railway vuns into the yard.

Udo ot agree with Me, Palmer's statement. that he would be able to continue
business even if they had to employ white Inbour exclusively,

The question of freight rates is an intricate one. - A very important matter that is
taker into codderation by vessels coming from the Baltie, is, that if thereis a possibility
of securing u vetarn cargo to Burope they will take o very low rate to bring lumber,

"Che head oitices for vessels are in San Franeisco and they work it up as against
Britieh Columbin, £ a wan wants to load a vessel in British Columbia he would want
one shilling and threepence to two shillings and sixpence more than he would want on
the other side.  The only vemedy that T ean se- for that is by the governmant facilitating
the building of vessels on our own side. There is a subsidy paid by the 1:nited States,
a bonus for theiv vessels, [ think it is one and & half per ton for the first 1,500 miles,
and one per ton for each additional 100 miles ; that is on the registered tounage.

Yau say how did we compete with the Americans in the years gone by, There is
this difference in the freight and the duty and other things that act against us that we
cannot: get the same prices for the tumber, Thr mills over there have come to some
arrangement between themselves as to prices,

Q. Does the Canadian Pacifie Railway give as low rates to the east as those given
by the American vailronds to the mills on the Sound —A, T think they do to given
points.

We are barely living now, barely making a profit.  When there was excitement in
Vancouver about the Chinese and the men objected to them, we got white cooks in the
camp at English Bay, and in a fow days the mes ran them out,

If it did not inevease the cost of production we would rather have white men. 1
do not approve of these people coming in here as eitizens. 1T would prefer to see our
country peopled by our own race, from a nutional standpoint.

If yon want to know my opinion from u political aspect I say personally T should
aather prefer to have white men as citizens. T would not like to see the Chinese and
Japanese obtain the franchise, would not like to see our country governed by them.
1 should not like to seo any further immigeation of them to enter into competition with
white men. They could not adapt themselves to our political econoniy.  From tha
standpoint of sentiment T would prefer our people to the orientals,

Q. Do you think there would he an increase of wages if there was practical exclu-
sion,——increase of wages to the Chinese and Japanese themselves 1—A. T do not think
immediately, but I think it would have that result hefore very long. 1 do not think it
would be brought about immediately, but as the number gradually decreased and there
were na more coming in, those here"would ask for more wages,

I have objection to the Chinese and Japanese becominy citizens. 1 would prefer if
it were possible to have all the work done by white labour, by our own peovle. I should
not like to sce the Chinese assimilate, That would not. apply possibly with 2qual force
to the Japanese,

t
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I really think the mill _ﬁiéﬁ"ﬁfﬁﬁtisﬁ‘Commbimwould~Bevpex'fecﬂy,~.»1iﬂi1\gjp com-"

pete with United States if our Inmber was permitted to go in there as their Jumberis

permitted to come in here. —

There has always been an ohjection from the earliest time in British Columbia to
the Chinese. Peovle do uet like them; that is the amount of it. The Japanese do
assimilate to & gnoater extent than the Chinese. T

I produce a statement of shipments of lumber from British Columbia and Puget
Sound to the various points mentioned in it. It is made up from the figires in the
Trades Journal, which I think will be found to lie correct. "I may say the markets in
Sandwich 1siauds arve not included in that, and the California market shinments, which
would increase it a geeat deal move,

John Q. Woods, supe: ‘ntendert of the Mowdyville Sawmill Company, Vancouvey,
says: We employ 119 men 59 white - and nbout 10 Chinese and 40 Japanese.  We pay
whites $30,840 or 850 and uy. to 8140 for foremen per month ; Japanese 20 cents a day
and their board, and from that up to 281.25 2 day.  Their hoard by the year costs 33
cents per day per man, ’

Five or six of the Chinese are engaged as cooks and in gardening, the other five
Chinese are at contract work, doing the lathwork and the pickets. They work the
machine just as well ns whites. We have a Japanese edger man, and the Japanese run
the trimmers ; formerly that work was done by whito men.  When Japanese leave we
put on white men.  There is no absolute rule ‘about having whites or Japanese to do™
the work. I think that is all. Japanese will do as 1auch work as whites at less wages.

i sce no reason why the Japanese will not be able to do any work a white man can

“do where cleverness is required.. . »

I would very much prefer white men if the conditions were equal. - Sometimes the
Japanese leave us; during the fishing scason they will pull out and leave us short
hauded. :

I have not gone into the question of immigration sutliciently to give you an opinion
worth anything.  To my mind there is no fear of the Japanese encroaching on the
industry and getting the work from the white men. T think their proportion is about
right now. T do not think there is any fear whatever of the lnmber industry going
into the hands of the Japanese.  We would shut the mill down bofore that came about.
The Japanese arc only engaged in the lower class of labour, just the cheap labour.
There are not many white men hunting for work who want to work. 1f we had not
Chinese T guess we could fill all the positions in the mill with white men, we could get
them here.

Q. Why not get them now I—A. Because we could not run the mill, unless we
could do it and lose mongy. For positions filled by Japanese at $1.25 a dny we would
have to pay a white man perhaps 315 a month more.

T think if we had to pay 8750 a 12onth more than now, the mill would be shut.
down, or the white men would have to scale down their wages.

The price of logs eight or nino years ago was just about the same as they are now.

For the lastfive years tho Moodyville Mill has just about held lovel without the owners
getting one cent of interest. Previous to that the mill lost largely. It is notinas
good a position for the foreign trade 18 tho Hastings Mill, because they have local trade
as well as foreign trade. We work for the foreign trade. There are about forty cargo
mills on the ¢ ast. h

It may be here noted that the three witnesses above referred to ropresent eighty-
one and a half millions of the total export of eighty-four millions. The further evidence
bearing upon this branch of the trede is very short. The evidence of the witnesses hero
quoted will be given at greater length when we come to deal with the local and castern
trade. '

Robert Jardine, Jocal manager of the Royal City Planing Mills, New Westminster,.
says: There are a great many export mills on the Sound. The lumber from those
mills, not suitable for the foreign market, is disposed of in California, Hawaii and
Alaska. From the reports from there I understand they are making money ; making
good profit all along the line. We could produce as cheaply in this country if there was
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no tariff entering into the cost of production. Our timber is as casily gotten out ay it

iy on the other side. T would prefer to sce the Americans throw down their tarit’ wall ;
that would be more important than the difference in the cost of production.
~ Q. Tf that condition prevailed would you be able to dispense with oriental labour ;

that is if you were put on the same footing ns American lupbermen t—A. Tf wo had "

white people here to fill their places, no doubt it would have n tendency in that
direction.

As to the export business, we have shipped a few cargoes - from here... At the
present time weo umploiv 266 men in the mill, shingle mill, factory, steamboats and
logging camps, and in the machine shop and sash and door factory, 180 white, 57
Chinese and 29 Jupanese.  We find white men more adapted for the work in the wouds.
Chinese and Jupaneso have never heen employed in the mills in what you call skilled
labour, except as shingle sawyers and packers.” We employ Chinese in packing shingles
exclusively.

Henry Depencier, manager of the Novthern Pacific Lumber Company, situated at
Barnet, nine miles up the Inlet from Vaneouver, says: We cmploy 91 men at present,
of whom 45 are white and 46 Japanese. We do not employ Chinese ; we never em-
ployed them. T think two good white men will do as much work in a day as three
dapinese will do, 1 prefer the white men. T have been engaged in business 34 yenrs,
forinerly in the Ottawa Valley.

We huve shipped two vessel loads to Australia, and we have shipped some lumber
to Ontario and some to Quebece; they come to us for lumber they cannot get there, 1
am manuger for the Maclaren Ross Lumber Company on the Fraser River. Tt has a
capacity of 150,000 feet a ddy. * Tt only ran for a fow months and put out a few cargoes.
Tt was shut down because the market was not good, and they thought they could rot
run it profitably.

Q. Nat even with Chinese or Japanese labour?—A. T don’t think they could
at alk

Q. It was not the labour question at all-—A. Not at ail.

J. AL Saywaid, of the Sayward Lumber Mills, Vietoria, says:  Ourmarket iy prin-
cipally Jocal.© We have exported lumber to Australia, China, Japan, Great Britain and
Scandinavia.  We are in competition with the United States in all the places I have
mentioned.  We have not continued shipping, because we have cnough trade at home.

Andrew Haslam, Mill owner of Nanaimo, snf's: 1f no more Chinese or Japanese

were permitted to come in I do not think it would cause any injury to my own business
individually ; as I am situated now it would not cause me any injury I think. If 1 had
to go into the fureign trade and had to compete with the low wages of other countries
it might hamper me, T think we have enough of Chinese here now. As far as my
knowledge goes as to other industries in the provinee, I think they could get all the
labour they required for any length of time, but they will be better able to speak for
themselves ; but the largest exporter of lumber T find is not in favour of allowing any
more of the Chinese to come in.  There is enough here: to supply all demands for some
time to come. 1 think 1 am in touch with the other fumbermen in the country, 1
think I know the conditions under which they do their business. T do not think it can
be considered a profitable business at the present time ; there is no perticular reason
hut the dullness of trade. 1 have tried to make clear what reasons I have; the
incrensed cost of everything that comes into the production of lumber, and apart from
that is the excessively high freights.  Freights from British Columbia to any foreign
port are very high, and in addition to the general high freights there is a specitic charge
made on lumber from every part of British Columbin of sixty ‘cents per thousand feet of
lumber, giving the Puget Sound men an advantage to that extent. The ship owners
contend that the harbour dues and the pilotage and customs dues are higher in British
Columbin than they are on Puget Sound, and that it is worth sixty cents per thousand
to make the freights equal to t%e ship owners. They have a large field of their own for
lumber ; they have a large number of vessels of thelr own, and a great many of the
charters are made through San Francisco people, and I have understood and T believe
it is a fact that our dues are higher, and to start with, we must pay Fixty cents more per
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~ “thousand in-order to get a vessel at all, Apparently the shippers or. Puget Sound con-

trol the shipping at present. There is an attenpt—toblame- the--people of British
Columbia that the charges ar> higher than on Puget Sound. There is a great deal of
Jumber at the present timo cannot be shipped at ell, owing to the excessive freight rates.
: “If all the mills employed exclusively white lahour at the present rate of wages 1 do
not believe there woutd be & cargo shipped out of British Columbia profitably in a year.
With a foreign trade, vhere you are competing with the lumber and the cheap compe-
tition of other countries, of course you are governed Ly the cost in those countries. 1f
we are allowed an open market to purclisss our supplies it would be even more effective
than a duty upon American lumber. If they allowed me to have the articles-in- free-of
duty T will guarentes to employ nobody but white men about my mill and in _my camp.

John V. Cook says: I was tally man and inspector in the Hastings Mill, of which
Mr. Alexander is manager, up to last Saturday. Huve been thirty years in the lumber
business, eleven years in this country and prior thereto in the province of Quebec. 1
have worked seven years at the Hastings Mill. The Japanese have increased at the
Hastings Mill. The Chinese and Japaneso take the place of white sabour, There
would be sufficient, whito labour to replace the Japanese and Chinese. 1 judge this
from the amount of white labour T see applying at the Hastings Mill and refused. 1
have secn as many as ten or fifteen a day apply, and some days only one or two for
common labour, more especially during the last eighteen months, but more or less all
the time I was there. The last two or three days before T left they applied to the mill
foreman. There uve a great many white labourers unemployed.

I favour further restriction of the Chinese and Japanese. My idea is the Japanese
arc more dangerous to the white man than Chinese in the lumber business, T don’t
think the 3100 prevents the Chincse from coming in very much. I would oxclude more
coming in of the working class, because 1 think w> have cnough white labour to do the
work they are doing. If we had not enough T would atill exclude them. T would try
to get whito labour from other countrics. I dow't think they nre a bhencfit to the
country. I would not like to see the Japanese and Chinese mix with the whites. As
fav as T can seo it is not true that mills cannot run without cheap labour. I think the
mills can run altogethier with white people.  You canem loy Japanese at 81 and whites
at 81.50 a day. I think sufficient whites at $1.50 could bo employed and the difforence
in work would compensate a great deal. Two whites will doas much as three Japanese,
or perhaps four, in handling lumber. 1 have heard it said that if they did not employ
Japanese, and they left the country, the whites would get saucy and go on strike, or
something of that kind ; that ia \vﬁnt, some of the mill men \Ohf me, [ had nothing to
do with engaging the men. They came to me first ; I was tally man and handy to men
coming into the mill, and I sent them on to the foreman. There seems to be a good
many idle men. For two months in the summer not so many coine for a {ob.

T was in the mill buginess on my own account in the’province of Quebee. Thad s
large experience. I paid from 81 to 21.10 a day.

From what I can figure out, from their own admissions, they must have considerable
of a profit : I refer to the statement of Mr. Alexander. I read the account that Mr.
Alexander gave us to the cost of logs got out for the Hastings Mill; that amounted to
86.26 a thousand. Then Mr. Alexander went on to show, to figure up the cost of pro-
duction, and the whole amounted to something like $7.80 a thousand. He figured thak
the margin between $6.25 and that was ver, smull, but he forgot to say he wonld get
95 cents a thousand from the government rebate. I know that up to the first of the
year they got a rebate of 25 cents a thousand from tho government. Some say thoy
get it now, and somo say they do not. That is what I understand. I simply take Mr.
Alexander's figures, what he is reported to have said, and draw my conclusions from
that. At the same time, when he read from a letter to the Commission something
about 87.80 being offered by some firm on the other wide for a cargo of lumber, he for-
got to tell you that that was for the cheapest kind of lumber in the cargo, and at the
same time there would he a large quantity shipped in that cargo that would bring over
820 & thousand. Thoy woul(i‘ be well paid for sawing, that is, with a rebate. He
figured that the logs ¢t him 86.25, now you can figure it out for yourself ; it is n very
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easy ealculation. That would leave a lll&l_.‘%i;l of 81.80 on that particular class of lumber,
which is the lowest class of merchantable [Rinber. Now, the selected lumber he would
get & much higher price for, and there is a quality of lumber that is superior to what is
called ¢selected lumber,’ and he would get a still higher price for that. I am figuring
e what you would get for the lowest class of lumber ; the margin on that would be as
I say, 81.80.  As te the cost of cutting the log into lumber, I would say it corts about
$1.10 from the time you tuke the logs inte the mill and have it cut into lumbes and put
on board the ship ; that would leave a margin of profit on the lowest class of lumber of
70 cents a thousand feet ; that would be the profit on the lowest class of lumber put out
by the Hastings mill.  Tn vessels Joading at the Mills I understand the captain makes a
bargain with the stevedores for loading and he pays for the londing. The lamber is sup-
posed te: be taken on the whart ; it goes right out of the mill on to the wharf. If there
is no vessel there to load, the lumber is piled on the whaf. They ship merchantable,
select, and clear lumber——three classes of lumber,  Merchantable is sound rough lumber,
sound knots ; in merchantable Jnmber some few knots ave allowed and perhaps a little
sap and a little waney. In seleet lumber but very few knots are allowed, and no sap is
allowed and no waney.  Clear Jumber is lumber that has no knots and is not uffected
by sap in any way. They ship lumber fromi 16 to 40 feet in length, sometimes under.
They would not ship as short as 6 feet. They would not ship much short lumber in a
year, that is for the foreign trade. There might be a hundred thousand feet of Jumber
shipped, in lengths of from 6 to 8 feot, and then there would he quite a quantity shipped
in lengths of from 12 to 15 feet ; most ships takq a good deal of that. The most of the
luniber shipped would be merchautable lumber, ﬁ\e next would be select lumber, and

the smallest quantity would be clear lumber, and the prices would go up accordingly. I
should say there would be 38 a thousand difference between merchantabie and select
lumber, T have allowed quite enough in $1.10 for labour and cutting ; 1 did not figure
on the cost of machinery separately. The proportion for repairs would be so small 1
did not figure on that. 'There is a proportion to be charged for wear and tear of the
machinery, and so on, but in the working of a large mill like the Hastings Mill that

proportion is very small. -

As to interest on the money invested, the $1.10 ought to cover all that, and there is
the cost of office work and management so-called, all that has to be taken into account to
get at the cost of production of the lumber ready for shipment. The Company get their
logs as cheap as any other Company, they run camps of their own, they run their own
stores, have their own tow boats, and everything else. I made out the price of the
outside prices given by Mr. Alexander. I think they can be taken as very outside figures
at that ; that is, they are working figures, no mistake about that. There is towage to
be added perhaps. They have insurance. I think 70 cents is too much to cover
incidentals in what vie call rough lumber. He figures, if he did not em loy Japanese,
on an increase in the sawing of his lumber of 70 cents, I cannot sve how he can possibl

-make that out. He admits he employs 93 Japanese at an average of 81.  Another mill
man has admitted that two white men do as much as three Japanese on an average.
Wo will replace those 93 Japanese with 70 white men at $1.50 a day, the amount would
be $105. The difference between 93 Japanese at €1 and the 70 white men at $1.60a
day would be $12. The mill turns out 140,000 feet a dry, so my figuring out is, if he
employs white nien he would only raise the cost at the outside, 10 cents a thousand
feet. There should be no off days. That would include accidents that are not paid for
by the insurancc.  The mill was idle by reason of fire once for nine months.

As to the lowest grade of lumber, T know what the others are sold for, I know of
another cargo of lumber where the average price was $8.50, for 16 to 24 feet lengths of
rough lumber. I do not wish to give you anything but what you can rely on. From
16 to 32 feet, $8.75, from 33 to 40 feet 89.25, that was all merchantable lumber. Select
lumber in that ccrgo was $12. “There was no clear lumber in that. That was in the
month of March lasb month. That is not hearsay, T saw the ‘figures. That was the
Moodyville Sawmill Company, I tallied the ship. 1t was for the foreign market and
was shipped on board the vessel. The price of lumber does not vary very much in the local
market, it may vary a good deal in the foreign market. I have not seen the priocs of
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any other cargo. 1 tallied the ship in the month of March. I cannot give you the
name of the ship just now. T expect to work at some of the mills again, and perhaps
if 1 get too particular I will not get a job.
Q. What was the name of the shipl—A. The Tvegethoff U think. The cargo
was for South America. . _
I did not quit the mill of niy own accord. T had some misunderstanding with the ’
mill foreman, not with regard to wages or with regard to this matter.
Q. Although you tallied the quantities of lumber put on the skip, how did you
know the prices -—A. I saw the prices after I tallied the ship. 1 made up a statement
ins the book. The prices are put down in the book, and the quantities multiplied by the
prices, the whole was carried out in the book. 1 have that ook in iy possession ell
the time. 'The bookkeeper puts the prices in these.
I worked myself in the Royal City Mill eleven years ugo, trucking around the yard,
piling lumber, trimming, and all kinds of roustabout work, and I got §47 & month.
Q. The prices you gave for the cargo shipped on the Tregethoff, was that frée on
board i—A. I do not know anything about that. I gave you the prices as I got them
from the bookkeeper. I do not know whether the mili had to pay for the loading or not.
The cost of loading comes out of the freight; as a rule the loading comes out of the
freight. ,
Q. What percentage is culled 1—A.- We do not send culls to the yard, but we make
fire wood out of the culls.
Q. What percentage out of the 140,000 feet would be culls ¢—A. Very small ; we
are not supposed to put culls in that. Were we to put in the culls it would make a
t difference. The log measurement or the measuremeat as it comes from the saw
-would -tally.about 160,000 feet ; 140,000 feet of that would be what we could sell as
sawn lumbér of different grades and qualities ; sometimes thege wonld be 26,000 feet to
go to the wood pile and sometimes less. Icannot very well say the percentage. Five per
cent of the 140,000 would be 7,000 ; well, perhaps that voul be a fair estimate. The
price of culls is from 83 to $4 a thousand. They cut the culls into firewood and sell the
firewood at 81 a cord. I do not think the mill men are speaking by the trath.

To Mr. Cassidy :

Q. And so you do not believe Mr. Alexiander's-cvidencai—A. I think he gave it
in his own favovr. I do not say Mr. Alexander lied by any means. o

CratrMAN—Mr. Aloxander did not favour us with any information as to what he
sold at.

A. Mr. Alexander puts it in the best light that he possibly could for the lumber
interest ; he said they were not able to get along without employing a certain amount
of cheap labour in the mill—oriental labour. My idea is that we can do very
well without the oriental labour, and make a good profit at the same time.

My, Cassipy—Your idea was Mr. Aloxander was wrong +—A. Yes.

Q. And that he did not know his own business, and that he was cotming here and
was telling us something that was not so+—A. Will you please be good enough not to
p;i)to words into my mcuth ; my idea is we can get along very well without oriental
labour.

Q. Would you like to put it, he came here and was disingenuous and did not know
his own business?—A. What I say is, you have the figures, and figuring in the way I
have done, which is plaia I think to you, we could do without oriental labour.

I havo nover tried vunning a mill of my own in this country ; I had nothing to do
with the management of the business at the Hastings Mill.

Q. Do yon meau to say you made a calculation of the whole cargo 1—A. That was
a very easy thing to do ; there were so maay thousand feet of 16 to 24 at such a price,
80 many tﬁous&nd at 26 to 32 at such another price, and so many thousand feet at 33
to 40 at such & higher price. - )

Q. And you made a calculation as to what was the whole amount ~-A. T simp\{
put the figures in the book as'l wus instructed to do. I did not do any more than
vas obliged to.
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Q. You did not actually calculate what the price of the whole cargo was?—A. No.

Q. The price of different kinds of lumter vary a good deal, and the value of the
cargo will vary a good deal ascording to the kind of lumber that it is composed of 1—
A. Certainly ; part of the cargo generally sells a little higher than the merchantable
lamber.  I{iL is cut to particular sizes it will sell a iittle higher than a general CATEO
would. i

I had a copy of the order ; the bookkeeper gave me a copy of the order ; the prices
were not on it ; the prices were put on by the bookkeeper, and T had to make up a state-
ment that the difterent qualities of lumber were taken into the ship. There were cer-
tain sizes in the specifications ; when I would fill a certain size I put it into the bavk
until the whole shipment was completed.

I do not know whether there was any discount ; I should judge there would be.
If T read Mr. Alexander’s evidence aright, in the $7.80 there would be a discount of 24
per cent and 2} per cent. 8o T suppose the same thing would be carvied out over
there,

In the Hastings Mill the Japanese run the wood-saws. In the ol mill there was
not & Japanese upstairs outside the stampers, unless a shortage of white men. In the
new mill & certain nunmber of Japanese are employed. There used to be five white
markers, now there are three Japanese markers. The Japanese can with experienco
run the hig saw. T think in time they will employ them in higher positions. The Japanese
instead of boys, being employes, our young men have not got the chance to learn. In
the cast boys are taken into the mill; they start in as boys and become engineers,
foremen, sawyers and the like. In father’s mills the boys started at wheeling sawdust
and worked up. The Japanese tend to prevent that class of labour from coming in to
the coast. I have advised them not to come. T have written to at least a dozen in the
last two years not to come, because Chinese and Japanese are here.

There is no lull in the industry except that they could not get ships. 1 think they
make a profit.  They may sell a little cheaper than local mills. I think the additional
trade, if whites were employed, would compensate for all loss. There is no benefit to me
by my evidence rather the contrary. I wili take my chances. Theso people do not
compete with me. I have eleven children, seven boys. I think the outlook is gloomy
for my boys. I have no illfeeling against these companies. I suppose you may say I
was dismissed last Monday.

I think they can do without Jdpanese labour. T am in a pesition to judge, I
don’t merely think ; I am sure I can replace 93 Japanese with 70 white men. If he
gives me two days 1 will put up security that I will get 70 white men at $1.50 a day to
do the work of 93 Japauese. I tally; I see that the orders are filled, and that it is
properly graded. Mr. Alexander’s offer that he mentioned was a very cheap offer.

The Japanese have not families. They rent a house, and a whole lot of them live
together.

Y think the logs do not cost any more today on account of using a different scale
than when they paid less for the logs. The price of lumber to-day is higher than for-
merly in the local market. I have seen rough lumber sold at 86 and £6.50, now it is

-89 per thousand.  Dressed lumber sells for all s)rices, the cheapest is $10 to 12 up to

$20 and $22.50.  Forty per cent goes to the ship, sixty per cent goes to the yard.
Sixty per cent of the sixty per cent goes to the interior. The whole of this is finished
lumber that goes to the interior. The vemaining forty per cent of the sixty is not
finished. .

It was a private dispute between the foreman and myself that caused my dismissal.

Robert dJames Skinner, Timber Inspector for the province of British Columbia,
sayst I think the nccasion of the depression that took p{)nce in the lumber industry in
1871 s the first thing that reduced- the rates of wages for the production of bolts and
things of that sort.; not so much the depression in the country, as the fact that the
foreign market for our products dropped away to a very low rate.

Q. Does the foreign market control the ’¥rices in the local market 1—A. In a way,
ves.  When the foreign market is good the effect is to raise the value of the logs in the
igx_ngg_o_f__ the different logging companies. It creates a demand for them, and therefore
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the prices raise. The mills here then have to pay for the logs. Of course, increased
demund creates better prices, and as the lumber put on board ship represents a great
deal of labour, 3t is spreading & great deal more money through the industry generally.
With foreign competition. lumber has to be put on board the ship at a low rate.

I do not know of a single mill that is making money. 'They cannot compete 1
think with Puget Sound Mills and Baltic Mills with that cheap labour. The shipping of
Baltic timber affects the market in Australia, South Africa and Europe. I think the
1zbour conditions in the Baltic have something to do with it, and freight rates also.

The chief market for British Columbia lumber is Great Britain I think, and
Australia comes next. DProbably from onesixth to onefifth of our total export is to
China. It has not improved-intely. It was improving up to the time of the present
disturbance over there. The Japanese trads is not much yet. I think the possibilities
for the lumber trade in China would be very favourable as soon as peace is declared. To
China T think the proportion of planed iumber is small.

I do not think the mills with their present business can exist, can live, if they are
put to any further expense in the cost of manufucture. Iam in favour of the exclusion
of Chinese and Japanese personally. From an individual point of view I.am of opinitn
“that it would be the best thing g)r the country, and now is the best time I think t>
introduce it ; I mean total prohibition, for both Chiuese and Japanese. 1 am not pre-
pared to say that is the best move for the general prosperity of the coantry, but that is
my opinion. At the same time I want to say there are peonle of our own rece in the
country to do that work, the work the Chinese and Japanese do, and there ave peaple
from European countries who would do that work, who will ultimately become British
subjects and good citizens of our country.. The coutingency of “the industries closing
down by being compelled to employ white labour ia too remote to be considered here.
To exclude the Jupanese and Chinese altogether I judge would ho the best thing for the

rovince. Matters would soon adjust themselves to the now condition of things. 1
think it would be a great pity to go so far as to close the industries down it would be
a dangerous risk, but as I say, thet contingeney is a very remote one. There arn two
sides to the question. The whole question resolves itself 1" think as to the difference
between employer and employee as to the rate of wages to be paid. It is largely a wage
question. )

T do not see how in doing the lumber business the price of wages, or rather the price
of work is going up, unless at the same time you can induce people in other parts of the
world to pay you more for your Jumber. There has been “a great change in the market
abroad within the last eight or ten years. You will remember there wasa great financial
panic in Australia, and that business to the extent of something liko one hundred and
twenty million pounds sterling failed. That acted on our industries here very severely
and we have not yet recovered from that. T.ogs are higher than they were in 1891 and .
1892 ; the facilities for putting the logs in the water arc not so many as they were
then. 1 think the difference between the price of logsand the price of lumber is narrower
now than it was then.

Ever since March, 1888, rebates on the royalty have been allowed. Last session
the rebates were removed ; that is the condition of affairs now ; rebates are not payable
on exported lumber since tho 1st of January, this year. The rebate was one-half of the
royalty paid, providing the timber had been shipped beyond the limits of the province.
Tt was intended to encourage the export trade, granted by the legislature in Victoria.

AMERICAN EVIDENCE.

W. Sherman, of the Bellingham Bay Improvement Company;, Washington, stated :
We employ about 350.men ; no Chinese or Japanese. We export Jumber to South
America, Australia, Hong Kong and Japan, and also chip to 8an Francisco, and east of
the Rockies. The average wage paid to unskilled labour is from $1.76 to $3 per day,
and to skilled labour up to $4 a day ; average $2.50 to 23.75. 'There is no difficulty in
getting labour. We buy our logs. ~ There are no Chinese or Japaness employed on the
Bellingham Bay and British Columbia Railway.
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A. 8. Martin, secretary of the Puget Sound Sawmill and Shingle Comipauy, Fair-
baven, Washington, says: Our principal product is dressed lumber ; our market the
middle states; none sold in Canada. We employ 265 hands. We get out our own
logs. We have 110 employed in logging camps. We never employed Chinese or
Japunese. Chinese and Japanese are not generally employed on Puget Sound, only at
one mill, st Port Blakeley.

Minimum wages for unskilled labour is $1.60 per diem ; there are only about ten
men working here for that wage. At present $2 is our mivimum. Wages run up to
£5 and 26 ; average $3.33} per diem. The lumbei mills at Puget Sound exporting are :
the St. Paul and Tacoma Lumber Company, of Tacoma ; the Port Blakeley Mill Com-
pany ; Pope & Talbot, of Port Gamblo; Bellingham Bay Company ; the Tacoma Mill
Company, of Tacoma. These mills practically do all the export business. They export
principally rough lumber.

Theo sentiment hero i3 opposed to both Chinese and Japanese. If the matter were
put to a popular vote, not a Chinaman or Japanese would be allowed in town. There
are no Japanese here.  There are not fifty Chinese in the county outside the canneries.

Mr. Stetson, a partner in the Stetson and Post Mill Company of Seattle, who is
engaged in the lumber business in that city, says: We employ altogether 125 men ; We
get all the men we want; we employ no -Chinese or Japaiiese, and have not employed
them within the last 15 years. . .

The average wago paid is 82 a day for unskilled labour ; it ranges from 81.75 to
$2.25 and 32.50. Sawyers are paid from 83.50 to 34 a day.

The question of the abrogation of the Exelusion Law never comes up. The question
is settled. We were in business here when the Exclusion Law came into force. No ;
industry has ceased because of it that I know; but I can hardly answer the question off-
hand, because the law has been in force, and its action has passed out of recollection.
I do not remember it having any effect. I know of no desite on the part of business
men or o the part of men having capital invested in difizrent industries to abrogate
the la'v so far as resrards the Chinese.  Our chief market is at home ; we do not export
a great deal of lumber to foreign markets.

The Port Blakeley Company, T understand, employ a great number of Japanese in
and about their miil. "I have a natural preference for our own people. -We buy all our
machinery here in the city. ' ) .

William H. Perry, assistant general manager of Mo:an Brothers, Seattle, said :
We operate & sawmill in connection with our plant, and employ about one hundred men
in our lumbering department. We do not now and never have employed either Chinese
or Japanese. Quf trade is principally local,

We pay a minirzum wage of 32 a day. Men who operate the planers are toa
certain degreo skilled labour; we pay them £2.25, $2.50 and $2.76 a day. Neither
Chinese nor Japanese labour is employed in the lumber mills in the city of Beattle orin
the neighbourhood to my knowledge.  We find we have to compete, however, with mills
where they do employ Chinese and Japanese labour, at Port Blakely, twelve miles across
the Sound—the largest mill vn the west coast. 7

Q. I there any desire among what may be called the capitalistic intevest to
abrogate the Exclusion Law 1—A. I think they are satisfied with it and desire it to
continue.

The employing class in this district are in favour of Chinese exclusion as a rule,
although there are some small sections where they might favour the Chinose, where they
think they requiro low-priced labour, some men who think they might get along better
with low-priced labour, but I think the number is very small,

The feeling in the city and in the state is overwhelmingly in favour of the oxclusion
of the Chinese. They are not considered a desirable element-in the community, for the
reason that they do not and will not assimilate with us, and I do not think it would be
desirable if they would assimilate. They do not take any interest whatever in our laws
or iustitutions.

If you had to choose between an immigration of the one or the other, T would
profer the Chinese, that is if it was immigration of the better class of Chiness; but
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taking the class of the two races that come here, I would prefer the Japanese ; we find
them inclined to follow our methods and customs, and become good citizens, and take an
interest in our affairs, and as a rule they are law-biding. We find that the Japanese
whom we have here, try to build up trade relations between this country and their own.
The same objection applies to the labouring class of the Japanese that applies to the
labouring class of the Chinese. We have not had many Japanese labourers in the city,
and T do not know much about them., Tho Exclusion Act was in 1894 ; the high tax
was in 1884 ; the last Act became law in 1894, 1 do not believe it was felt. I do not

believe it was noticed. I do not believe that one per cent of our business community— ~——.

knew when it became effective.- Of course there had been years of preparation for
it—a high head tax. The suggestion wasthen made that total exclusion would come in
time.

Theodore Ludgate, lumberman, of Scattle, says: I have been engaged in the
lumbering business here alout & year. 1 came from Peterborough, Ontario. I employ
140 men in my mill, exclusive of teamsters ; in all from 150 to 155, I buy my logs in
the open market. I do not employ either Chinese or Japanese.  The lowest wage wo
pay is 81.75 a day to roustabouts, men who are here to day and are to be found some
place else next week. Weo pay $2aday to a great many; $1.75 a day is our cheapest
labour, and it runs from that up to 85 a day. The filers get 35 & day, the planer fore-
men get £3.50 a day, and Flaner fgeders $2.50 a day.

Q. Do any of the mills with whom you come into competition employ either Chinese
or Japancse labour3—A. Not in the city or its neighbourhoed ; the only mill employing
Japanese is the Port Blakely Mill, nine or ten miles across the Sound from here. Their
trade is very largely, if not almost entirely, foreign. We export very little. Our trade
is chiefly local.

It was my intention-at one time to locate on the Canadian side and to employ
white labour exclusively. In fact, in order to get at work up there, and get the
position we wanted for our Jumbering, we offered to give a bond that we would not
employ either Chines> or Japanese, cither in the mill or outside the mill, in our business.
I was quite willing to go into competition with the lumber mills alveady established
there and cmploy white labour altogether. I inquired into the condition of the lumber-
ing industry there, spent a good deal of time looking it over, and I was satisfied I could
carry on Iumbering there without employing either Chinese or Japanese. As I said, I
spent a good deal of time in {inquiring into the conditic1 of trade, as to the procuring
of logs, as to the price of machinery and the cost of labour, and I came to the con-
clusion I could carry on the lumber business there profitably, employing exclusively
white labour. If I were building a mill there to-day I would not be afraid to employ
all white men and come into competition with the mills where they employ Japanese
and Chinese. That is how I regard white labour ; that it is the best, and in the end
comes the cheapest.

The Chinese and Japanese are not desired here at all. I think if the conditions
here were as extreme as they are on the Pacific coast of British Columbia to-day, there
would soon be & remedy applied, and these people would be shut out, and white peaple
as citizens of the country would have the protection .that they ought to have. Public
sentiment only requires to bo wakened up to have this thing rectified. There is every-
thing in favour of the lumbering industry being carried on in British Columbia profitably
without the aid of Chinese or Japanese.

1 do not want to go into much conflict with the people engaged in the lumbering
industry up there. Of course, ot having carried on operations there, it is possible
there might bo some obstacle that would be experienced that to a man who had no
experience in active operations on the ground would not at first be apparent, but apart
from that I am perfectly satisfied if I hiad a good mill up there to-morrow, I would not
be afraid to competo with those already in the business in British Columbia. Lots of
mills are being run to-day by Iabour of the Chinese and Japanese, which is supposed to
_ be cheap labour—and T question if it is cheap labour—that should be run by steam.
Some of the mills-have_been equipped ~with machinery in years past and modern
machinery has got aliead of them. I would-not be- afraid_to_go there and equip a mill ~ -
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with up-tr-date machinery and make a profit, and a good profit, out of lumbering
operations, and in operating employ only white labour, and pay them good wages. 1
am a British subject.

1 have seen all the mills up there ; I have been through most of them. The Hast-
ings Mill was in process of construction last time I saw it. Tie Brunette sawmill in
New Westminster is a fairly good mill. Prior to the fire in the Hastings Mill I thought
the Chemainus the best mill in Britith Columbia.

Q. Most of the mills up there are in pretty fair shape to do work?—A. T do not
think they are. ’

We have done a little export business right along ; as soon as we get rightly into
shape we can do a good deal more. We find it very good. I am speaking of the export
business to Hong Kong and Japan. Vessels are coming here all the time, and another
steamship company are going to build docks just outside of here. They are calling for
tenders for construction just now.

We pay from $4 to 27 a thousand feet for logs ; 36 would be a fair average for a
good run of logs per thousand. Spruce costs from $6 to 36.50.

The mill owners in the city are associated together for mutual protection and bene-
fit ; that is for the Jocal trade.” Rough lumber is sold at an extremely low price, to
compete with mills ontside, whe ouly manufacture rough lumber. Wa sell our rough
lumber along with our better class lumber, and thus we are able to even up in the local
trade. 'We would not sell rough Jumber at association price unless the buyer agreed to
take something else with it. We are engaged in the shingle business in a small way for
local trade. Our capacity is forty millions. We are now making about fifteen millions.
The shingle market is in good shape. Our market is Seattle and its neighbourhood ;
we do not ship into Canada. 1 do not know of other mills who do. They are busy
enough endeavouring to supply local trade the same as ourselves. We do not fear com.
petition with British Columbia because of the duty, It may be lumber can be manu-
factured cheaper here to-duy than in British Columbia, for the simple reason that living
is cheaper over here, and I think that first-class mill machinory is a little cheaper here
thar in British Columbia. 'The cost of labour is a little less. A man can get logs
cheaper at the mills here.  The loggers here are more conlinually occupied than in
British Columbia ; they go into it more extensively. )

The Government here does not collect stumpage dues as in British Columbia. The
Government here sell the land, timber and all. 1 think the stumpage tax is higher in
Canada than the land tax is here.

We have an extensive market here.  There is a great amount of rough lumber sent
east. The market is improving in Japan for good lumber, but not much to speak of *
¥ *  Neither Chinese or Japanese cooks are employed in the lumber camps, nor in
getting out logs or shingle bolts, or about the shingle mills. They caunot work with
those fellows at all.  Wages are not controlled by the union they are controlled by the
demand. I have found white labour reliable and T have ahways found all the labour I
wanted, :

The fact that this is the starting point for the North-west keeps Iabour well sup-
plied here, but the men do not settle here; thev are generally looking for something
better. ‘

In Seattle there is generally a good demand for labour, but we have generally been
able to get all the white labour we want without difficulty. There is very little agita-
tion against the Japanese here, becauso they are not employed in the mills, except in
one case that I know of.

Q. Can you compare the difference in the cost of machinery here and in British
Columbia +—A. American machinery of course would cost more laid down there, than if
it was laid down on this side.

Q. Is the Canadian machinery -suitable for the lumbering here, the machinery

~~manufactured-in" the east -—A: “Yes, I do not se¢ why a man could not use Canadian

machinery for manufacturing lumber. I have not compared the cost, but I think that

; good deal of the machinery there would compare favourably in cost with the machinery
ere.
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Do you know the difference in the price of machinery such as you have in the
», wnd the same machinery on the other side —A. Wel?,' I was greatly interested
de careful inquiries there a couple of years ago, 50 as to ascertain the difference,
n the cost of machinery for a mill between the Canadian manufactuver and the
States manufacturer, and I came to the conclusion that it was practicall
For heavy boilers and engines and heavy machinery for working in the mill {

e difference is pmcticallf' nothing between the Canadian manufacturer and the
i manufacturer. At the same time, I think there is a large amount of Ameri-
chinery going into British Columbia, but that may be accounted for by the fact
» manufacturers here are turning out a large quantity of mill and other machi-
d that certain parts of mill machinery are manufactured almost exclusively by
firms, and the workmen get more expert, and the machinery turned out by these
supposed to be better than that to be obtained in the open market. There are
ctories making one thing, making one machine, and their energy is “being
| to the improvement of that. They turnout a better machine than the manufac-
ho is engaged in general machinery work. Then they have a large market and
n afford to sell their products much cheaper. ;
hould say that common white labour is higher in British Columbia than here; a
1g man can buy more for a dollar here than he can in British Columbia. ANl
v is, that when T tried to go to work there I could get all the men weo wanted at
y ; here we pay 81.75 a day. We were then in good shape to get all the wen we
for #2 a day.

What is the price of lumber in Hong Kongl—A. We sell it f.0.l. here or deliv-
the vessel's side. ~

Ave you at liberty tostate what it is worth here 2—A. Ninedollars and fifty cents
nacy common lumber and for flooring $16 or 817 a thousand ; that is for green
flooring $16 or 317 a thousand. .
om the report of the Chamber of Commerce: of Seattlo for the year 1901 it is
hat the cargo shipments of lumber from the State of. Washington in the year
sgregated 492,765,000 feet and rail shipments 284,280,000 feet.
e lumber cut of the State of Oregon is over 500,000,000 feet.

SUMMARY.

e sxport of lumber last ) car from British Columbia to foreign countries wasover
000 feet ; of this, three mills-—the Chemainus, Hastings and Port Moody—ex-
about 97 per cent. '
1e Chemainus, which exported 38,000,000 feet, employ 186 whites, 74 Chinamen
Japanese. The Chineso have only been employed, except as cooks, within the
hteen months. The manager says: We have doubled the capacity of our mill.
d prefer to pay double the price for white men. We use no Chinese or Japanese
woods, except for grading and carrying wood and water. If T had my way I
have Norwegians and Swedes with big families. I am in favour of fn excluston
We have enough of them here.
he Hastings Mill exported 24,000,000 feet. They emp]or 512 men, of whom 93
pancse and 10 Chinese. The Chinese are. employed exclusively as cooks. The
| nianager of this large concern thought harassing enactments a mistake, and as
Japaneso the_arrangement should be by treaty, and added : I don’t approve of
s citizens. Thete is no chance of their becoming citizens. . This spplies to both
so and Chinese. If they were oxcluded, wages would not increase immediately.
ht have that effect. :
he Moodyville Mill export about 20,000,000 feet and employ 110 men, of whom
0 are Chinese and 40 Japanese. Of tha Chinese, five are employed as cooks and
cantract.work ab 80 much a thousand, vunning a machine for pickets and staves.
t none at this mill are employed in the export trade.”  — =~ o
he North Pacific Lumber Company employ 91 men, of whom 45 are whites and
panese. No Chinese are employed.
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So that the only exporting mill that employs Chinese, oxcept as cooks, is opposed
to their immigration ; the others do not employ them except in the limited way above
mentioned, and are, therefore, not deeply concerned in the question so far as their ex-
porting trade is concerned. o

The largest exporter stated that the lack of white labour here will only be remedied
by the exclusion of the Chinese, when the change will take place gra ually ; white
people will then move in with their families until we would soon have sufficient white
labour in the country to answer all demands. We agree with this view,

The wages in British Columbia for unskilled white labour varies from &35 to 845 a
month. On the American side for the same class of labour, white labour commands
from 81.75 to 32 per day. 1In most cases; so far as our inquiry went, $2 was the regular
wage for permanent hands. This applies exclusively to unskilled labour ; so that our

rticular element entering into the
cost- of production is concerned, the advantage seems to be with the Canadian mills.
Upon the other hand there is undoubtedly a better supply of white labour on the
American side. )

The cost of logs seemis to be ahout the same. . Most mills on this American side buy
their logs. The large exporting mills on the Canadian side have luinber camps and get
out their own logs. The cost of logs on the Canadian side wo find to be 86.25 & thousand
at the mill.  On the American sido the average was stated to be from §6 to $6.50 per
thousand.

The mill owners stated that pilotage and freight rates are slightly higher ou the
Canadian side; that most of the ships carrying lumber are owned on the American side,
and charters are more diflicult to obtain, and that they-sufferéd under the further
disadvantage that their machinery costs more, and that they are not protected in their
home market ; and that upon the whole the cost of all mill supplies, which in any case
is limited in comparison with the wide American market, is greater than on the American
side ; and that under present conditions, cheap labour of some kind is necessary in order
to enable them to carry on their business at a profit.

Chinese are not employed on the American side in any of the lumber mills, and
Japanese aro only emp]o¥ in one mill, having been taken on about & year ago during
the gold excitement at Nome, when a number of their men left. )

It is clear from the evidence that so far as this branch of the industry is concerned
it does not depend to any considerable extent oven now upon this class of labour, and
the exclusion of further Chinese immigration would not appreciably affect it.

(The question as to how far this industry is dependent on Japanese labour will be
dealt with when treating of Japanese immigration.)

Sa;
M
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CHAPTFR XIII--THE LUMBER INDUSTRY.
' LOCAL 3ND EASTERN TRADE.

The following list shows the principal mills engaged in the local and eastern trade,
| the number of whites, Chinese and Japanese employed therein respectively :

!
Namo of Mill 3 g g‘
] -
| & | &
ward Mills, Vittoria..... .. . : ' 36-40 0
naie Mills S B R AASERERE T 10 17 0
" T § Y 117 L AL LR (1] 0
Jam Mills, Nanaitno, . oovev ivnennniiiiiieieiiinieaes R 39 13 9
0 w  incamp . . cee . 1] 0
rth Pacific, near Port Moody..... .. . . .0 46
bertson & Hackett, Vancouver. ... U 20
yal C\t{ Vaneouver...... coroencnse 1 60
mette Miils, Now Westminster ST 10 78
y&‘ Cl(}' 1S Y R R R R R R SR ] 57 29
eld’s Miils, Kamxloog;. S S S : 3 9
le-Columbia Mill Couipany {(milla-at Robson, Nacusp, Cascade, R
Creek, Deadwood).... ..oooiivrin o eeiinnnn § et $+3-a 0
ll‘y"er‘s Mill, Nelson . 0 -0
chanan’s Mills Kaslo. . ....v ceev - . 0 0

+ Ascooks. 1 According to season.

The export mills already referred to produce a large amount of Jumber, which
mes in competition with the mills that supply the local and eastern trade, and there
o & number of other mills throughout the province not included in the above list, but
¢ above are sufliciently representative to fairly represent this trade.

Joseph A. Sayward, engaged in the lumbering business in Victoria, says: I employ
om thirty to forty Chinese and from sixty to sevent white men. The Chinese are
aployed in carrying and piling lumber, and in the mill, as well as attending some of
e machines. They are all ordinary labourers except one. I pay the Chinese from §1
3150 a day ; white men §2 up to 84.50. 1have employed Chinese for fifteen years.
y father operated there for forty years before that, but we never employed Chinese up
“that time. The reason for introducing Chinese was that it was impossible to get
her labour. We fornierly employed a good many natives, Indians, here, whom we
id from $1.25 to $1.50 a day. The Chinese took the place of the Indians, and in some
ses the place of the white men. I prefer Indians to Chinece.  The Indians go to the
nneries. The difference in wages was not the cause of the change. The Chinese are
od workers and reliable. I am in favour of restriction. I do not believe we
wuld have any more Chinese coming into the .country. I think .what we
ave here_is suflicient. I_think the gradual change would cause no serious in-
mvenicuce. Speaking of my own trade, I wouvld favour restriction. It would
o to the general interests of -the country.. I think the Chineso are, detrimental
. overy way, in their mode of living, and in keeping whites from coming in-here. - -
Vhite labour could not exist under the same conditions. If we were g:ying $2 a day
, Iabourers we would be obliged to mise the price of lumber. Cheap labour is necessary
t the'present time ; if we had to.employ white labour it would mean the closing of the
ills. I would restrict this class of labour, because I thipk the business would natur-
Ny seek its ownlevel. We would get the same labour as the Americans get to-day, which
‘e are not getting at the present tine, I mean Swedes. I do not know any reason why
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wo could not intvoduce such labour now. T think if I could get Swedes as they have on
the other side T would be perfectly willing to atlow the Chinese to step down and out.
T would expect to pay them something more, because I could get a good deal more work
out of them. I think I could get along with fewer men.  As I said before, the Chinese
are here and we have never been placed in a position to ask for that class of labour,—
the Swedes.  We naturally employed the Chinese and never asked for any other Irbour.

Q. Now, if they, the Americans, can get Swedes there, why isn't it possible for you
to get the same class of lahour here 1—A. Owing to the fact that the Chinese are here.

Q. And the Swedes would not be disposed to come here under these conditions 1—
A. Thatistheidea. Labourhas had a tendency to delinea littlecompared withtenyearsago.
I think the Swede would do half as much nicre, and in some ecases twice as muach, as the
Chinaman. He is stronger and better adapted to the work. The &1 Chinese would be
cmployed moving timber about the yard. 1 think we would be able to y the Swede
from £1.75 to 82 a day. A white man with a family of three would be able to live
respectably on $1.75 a day. I rent cottages at &4 a month at Spring Ridge ; one at
£2.70 n month, that is a four roomed house. I should think from 28 to 810 & month a
fair thing for a workingman’s house. I think there are sufficient Svedes and Now
wegians on the American side now to come inand take these positions. I think French
Canadinns would come here and work at 81,75 a day.

Willinm Munsie, of Victoria, lumberman, and engaged in the sealing business, says :
Iemploy fourteen Chinese in the mill at from 81.25 to 81.75 a day, and three in the
yard at from $1 to 21.25 u day. The cook gets $30 or 35 a month, I employ 10
white men in the mill and 25 in the camp.. I pay the white men in camp from &30 to
£125 a wonth with board ; 330 a menth for ordinary labourers, and 3126 a month for
foremen ; intermediate wages 240, 250 and 865 a month. -

If no further Chinese were permitted to come in T do not think it would make any
difference in our mill ; T think it would naturally find its own level. It might be a
temporary inconvenience. I prefer to exclude any fui ther immigration. I do not Jiko
our country to be invaded with foreigners of the ‘type of Chinese and Japanese. The
white man with the present cost of living here could not live an the same wages that a
Chinaman can. I would not like to see white men brought down to that level. There
are different classes of labour we could get if no more Chinese came in,—8wedes, Nor-
wegians and French Canadians. It would take some little time to get that class of
labour ; it would gradually find its ievel. T do not think there would be any ditticulty.
The change would take place gradually and matters would settle themselves,-—equalisa
themselves. )

The class of white labonr we have now is skilled. T would be willing at. any time
to exclude the Chinese and take our chances of getting white labour ; it would right
iteelf in time. Tt might inconvenience us a little temporarily, but in time it would
regulate itself.

Q. Has there been a scarcity of labour in general for the last three or four years |
—A. T do not think so. We have always heen able to find labour. We should
fist of all protect our own people, give the labour to our wwu people, and when

it comes to a time that there aro not sufficient of our own people to meet the de--
mands, then it is time to bring in foreign Inbour. I wish to restrict furthar immigra- .

tion.  As the country goes along and progresses there will be suflicient coming in_here
of our own people to meet all demands. 1 would consider the French Canadians
cowmning here with tl ofr families much more desirable than the J apanese,

Andrew Haslam, lumberman, of Nanaimo, says: I employ 26 white men ‘in my
mill at an average rate of wages of from 81.85 to 81 per day, and 13 boys ranging from
624c. to 21.45 a day, averaging 81; 13 Chinese from £1 to 81.25 a day, averaging $1.04 ;
8 Japanese from #1 to $1.15, average 81,02 ; that is at the mill and factory. In the
logging camp T employ 125 men at from 22.95 to 24 a day, average $2.78 ; one white
boy at #1.85 per day, and a Chinese cook und Chinese heiver at 31%6 and $1.40 & day.

The total wages per month 83,845 for white nen, §363 to Chinese and 8140 to
Japanese. The men pay for board at the camp 85 a woek. :
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o not employ Chinese in the woods, they do not understand - the work, I pay
o men more because they are worth more. I think the difference in wages
s the difference in value ; that is of course altogether depending on the work
» at. :
M mﬁ‘ mill for seventeen years with white labour exclusively, until nearly two
go. The profits got so small we could not afford to pay white men on this
work, that is work outside the machines. There is an increased expens> in
timber out of the woods, and an increased expenss in everything that eners
, production of lumber. The price is somewhat less than four years ago. Lvery-
itering into the production of lumber, machinery, food supplies, tools, everytbing
s entered into the production of the luntber has raised in price. Owing to the
+t Anierican Jumber comes in here free of duty, we can only raise our lumber to
price us they cannot sell at. Our principal market is local, Nanaimo and the
ate vicinity. The Americans do not bring lumber into this town. They com-
th other mills and those mills drop intoa trade I would probably get if tiey
t here. If we were allowed an open market to purchase our supplies it would
1 more effective than the duty on lumber. I have a list here showing the
ce between us and Puget Sound. Horses 20 per cent higher in British Coluwn-
n Puget Sound, wire rope 2b per cent higher, logging engines without additional
25 per _cent, axes 26 per cent, saws 30 per cent, mattox B0 per cent, shovels 36
t, cant-dogs DO per cent, steel rails 30 per cent, additional freight 2 a ton,
tives 26 per cent, potatoes 30 per cent, hutter 25 per cent, beef 35 per cent,
5 per cent, flour 13 per cent, eggs 925 per cent, mill saws 32 per cent, planers with
by and freight costs 30 per cent more, saws with freight and duty added costs 32
it more, these are mill saws, The first saws I mentioned were the saws for the
Then the general machinery used in the mill on an average I would say costs
30 per cent over the price on Puget Sound. There is only one article we he.ve
\p here as there, that is the bull chain with which we hau! the logs into the mill.
y that in Fngland ; it is a heavy shop chain and it comed in here at b per cent

. 1s it tho duty that makes the difference 1--A. Well, I think there is the freight ;
rse that goes in the same direction. In the first place the wants of British
bia sre not large enough to justify the Canadian manufacturer building machinery
lly for the timber that grows here. "The general class of machinery that they
s not suited for the timber here.

, What is the remedy you propose 1-A. Admitting *hose articles free of duty, or
g it on the lumber, bu¥ 1 ¢hink it would be the better remedy—the mills would
tor satisfied—to have the artioles come in free. If there was duty on American
r it would not act so effectively I think as letting the articles T mentioned in

here is as much profit to the mill owner on Puget Sound at 7 per thousand feat
have here at $10. The cost to the manufacturer of lumber over there, according
own oxact figures, is .7 per cent less thar the manufacture here.
). Weuld that enable you to employ whito inen 1—A. Yes; ir they allowed me to
he articles in free of duty I will guarantee to employ nobody but white men abont
ills o in'my camp. "I am certainly in’ favour of employing white men.-— My own
sads me to that. I do net wish to employ either Chinese or Japanese if-T can co
ut them. There is this in favour of the Chinese and Japancse, they are very
le and they have done their work well; but on the othcs hand, when T employ
men the money they earn—the money I pay them—is spont in the country, and
asiness would be benefitted by more white people being here; tho more white
e, the molre demand for labour ; more money would be kept in circulation in the
ry as well, :
onm & higher standpoint I certainly consider it is in the intereats of the country
t should be peopl~d with white people. * The Orientals do not assume our customs
bits, nor the rights of citizenship, nor anything of that nature that T know of, not
y axtent. If no more Chinese or Japanese of the coolie class were permitted to
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come in, I do not think it would cause any injury to m own business individually, As
y injury y y

I understand it now, it would not cause me any injury I think. I think there ought to
be a restriction placed on them. Confining my opinion exclusively to my own trade, I
think we have enough Chinese here now.

Q. What is your view as to any more coming in¥—A. From my own individual
requirements there are enough of the Chineso here now, and as far as my knowledge
goes s to other industries in the province, I think they could get all the lakour they
required for any length of time, but they will be better able to speak for themselves;
but the largest exporter of lumber 1 find is not in favour of allowing any inore of the
Chinese to come in, I say there is enough here now.

I should say thirty per cent of the lumber I manufacture is dressed lumber,

Henry Depencier, manager of the North Pacific Lumber Company, near Port Moody,
says: We employ 91 men at present ; of these 45 are white and 46 Japanese. We have
only been started a few months.  We do not employ Chinese. We never employed them
at all. T am a Canadian, born in Ontario.

As to restriction, I prefer not to answer. The French Canadians who come here
are much better men than the Japanese. We could afford to pay them fifty per cent
more. They are not worth fifty per cent more at machine work, but at the ordinary
work amum{ the mill they are worth that much more than the Japanese,

James W. Hackett, of the firm of Robertson & Hackett, who employ eighty white
uien and twenty Japanese, and are engaged in the sash and door factor [‘)'usinoas, says
The whites are our customers.  Wo sell very little to Japanese or Chinese. We tried
to run our mill without Japanese. We found it was necessary to have acertain amount
of cheap labour.  We had to compete with others who had cg'eap labour, besides cheap
white labour is very unsteady. You can get labour for $1.50 a day, but they won't
stay with you. If others had employed exclusively white, we would. ~ We don’t employ
Chinese. They are not required for our business, = I think there are more Chinamen in
the country now than can profitably employed. I observe a number who are not at
work. T don't think the $100 will keep the Chinese out if there is profitable employ-
nent for them. I have tried to keep clear of them. We had a white man wheeling
saw-dust, and the rest of the men called out, ‘That is a job for a Chinaman.’ I don't
want Chinese here. T have not n Chinese cook in the camp. We have & white man,

and he is satisfactory. We pay him 82 a day and his board. OQur men are a very sober
class of men.

(See further evidence of this witness in part relating to Japauese.) i

“Robert Charles Ferguson, manager of the Royal City Lumber Planing Mills, Van-
couver, who employ 150 men, of whom 60 are Japaneso and 11 Chinese, says: If no
more Chinese and Japanese were admitted I \vouldpﬂ be satisfied for the present time, but
I don’t think we could do in the future. . .1 do not know whether I would
favour restriction or not. It may be well to restrict for a time, but a man has to be
governed by the wants of his business. The French Canadians who come here are all
good and steady when they come out here. If we had them here they-..ould be better
than either the Chinese or the Japanese. :

(See further evidence of this witness under part of the report relating to Jc paneso ;
and under chapter relating to shingle business, where the eleven Chinese above men-
tioned are exclusively employed.) .

A. Lewis, manager of the Brunette Sawmill Company, New Westminster, that
employs 168 white men, soventy-eight Japanese and 10 Chinese, sayd: ‘

* Q. Aroyouin favour of nny restriction on the Chinese coming in1-—A. I do not
want to give an opinion on that \‘;ecause it does not concern me. I think I could get
along without the Chinese. 1 am speaking from a mill standpoint. Of course, somo
Chinese are as important to other mills as the Japanese are to us,- :

(8ee further evidence of this witness relating to Japanese. .

) Robert Jardine, the local manager of the Royal City Planing Mills at New West-
minster, said: We turn out all kinds of lumber and shingles. Employ 266 men, of
whom 180 are white men, 57 Chinese and 29 Japanese. Pay out $160,000 in wages, of
which 87§ per cent is paid for white labour and 12} per cent to orientals. Chinese areo
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'85to 31.35, average 81 ; Japanese, 85 cents to i 10 per day. White men
rom 235 to $125 per month. Other wages are as follows :—
. $3.40 & day ; sawyer, 83.00; resawyer, $3.50; edgevinan, 81.75 ; gangsaw,
om men, 8175 to #2.00 ; machinists, 3.50 ; upprentices, $1.00 ; blacksmiths,
Iper, 81.35 ; carpenters, $3.00 to 33.25. '
number of men above mentioned include those employed not only in the sav-
shingle mill factory, but also on the steamboats and in the logging camp. The
mployed in and about the mill is 197, of which 109 are whites, 2 negroes, b7
and 99 Japanese. The Japanese came in in 1897, Prior to that Chinese were
. 1897 we had a number of white men employed that filled the positions now
apunese, and they left.and went fishing, and ‘we_were compelled to get what-
ur we could ; probably eight or ten left, and more gradually left. It is not the
» in wages, but the difficulty in getting men that wo employ Japanese. We '~
heap ilabour and the Chinese is t. kind we have. Wo have to have cheap
+ shut our business down, because two thirds of our cut is shipped east, to the
st Territories, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec and as far east as Halifax, If
o employ all white Inbour at.from $35 to $40 a month, it would amount to
month or over. We would have to pay 60 per cent more. We don't feel the
on 80 much in the local trade. We have a price list between the different
It is not always adhered to. I don’t imagine that the Chinese that aro here
e off so suddenly as to affect us very materially. The Chinese are very steady.
 a good man we keep him. I see 110 reason to think we would not keep those
cannot say if further Chinese did not come, whether it would or would not affect
. Wo have got to have a certain amount of cheap labour; it does not matter
s, whether Chinese or Japanese, under existing conditions. We only use 29
.~ “I-prefer whites:—The Chinese do not adopt our mode f living. They learn
he bad habits of white men. I don't think thsy areas Leneficial to the coun-
hite men. 1 suppose the employment of Chinese and Japanese, and that white

as to compete with them, Pos-

does keep white labour out to a certain extent.

t class of labour could be induced w

come from the east if orientals were left

oy have not been coming, and I don’t expect they will while there is abundarce
al labour. :
For a moment disassociate ]yourself from your business ; do you se¢ any weans
ing o large settlement of white peoplo except by the exclusion-of the orientals?
ell, I do not know. When the lumber business is quiet, you would bo compelled
, shut down entirely or-run half time, and of course we only pay our men for
s they work. Under such a condition it would be very difficult for a white man
rorking only half time.
Does that arise from over-production i—A. It is the case of supply and demend.
een it here three or four years ago when lumber was selling for antual cost. I
n lumber sold here at 86.50 a thousand ; that was at a loss. :
No cheap labour could save you from that condition of things f—A. No, but if
all whito labour the loss would have been much heavier. We would have been
d to shut down entirely. '
r cannery business runs from 230,000 to 360,000 a year.
vas $240,000,
, ean’t compete with any of the mills east in any lumber they can manvfacture.
» lumber they cannot yet there. It is practically an order which cannot be filled
ast. : ' .
g3 aro about the samo price in the state of Washington as here, but ail supplies
the mills and the logging camps and provisions are very much cheaper over
machinery, belting and overything in connection with the running of & sawmill
er over there. »
Would it make much difference to you if evarything that enters into the cost of
ion of lumber were admitted free ?——A. 1 would prefer 10 seo the Americans
own their tariff wall; then we would like to sell to t{,\em over there. That would
, important than the difference in the cost of produstion.
o further evidence of this witness referred to in shingle business.)

Last year our total
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* Alexander Shields, nunager of the Kamloops sawmill, said they. employed 42 men,
of whom 30 were whites, 3 Chinese and 9 Japanese. Have employed Chinese and
Jupanese nine months ; they work outside the mill. Prior to that t ey employed all
whites. The avernge wages to whiies is 82.60, including oftice staff, Chiness 31,19,
Japanese $1.10 ; excluding the office staff the average wages would be $2.30. He says :
We had some difticulty in keeping whites. We shut down for a while, and the men
were then discharged, and when we started we bronght. in Japanese. The whites were
not invited to come back.’ .

The management is in favonr of further restriction. I would restrict it so no more
would come in. 1 think there a1e enough here.

In the logging camps we employ about one hundred men, all white. We prefer them.

We would not have Japanese or Chinese. 1 think the Japanese are more desirable as a
class than the Chinamen. T don’t think any setious loss would result, if no more came
in. In the sawmill business it is neeessary fo have cheap labour.  Our market is in the
North-west and local.  We come into competition with the coast mills.  Our manage-
ment would favour no mere coming in. -

John C, Billings, secretary of the Yale-Columbia Company, that have mills at Robson,
Nakusp, Cascade, Roche Creek and Deadwood, and have places of business at Roysland,
at the different mills, Greenwood and Pheenix, says: We employ two hundred men ; all
are white men except'three or four Chinese as cooks in the camps and at the mills. The
market is local, the C. P. R, principally, and the mines. The company don’t desire any
more orientals to come in. None of the other mills in this distriet eniployChinese.
We have to compete with American lumber.  Competition is very keen. I have no use
whatever for the Chinamen. 1 think the Japanese are botter men. The average wage
of labourers is 240 a inonth and board in camp, and piling lumber, or $2.25 o day
and board themselves.  There is no trouble in getiing men-fdirly well supplied.

Charles Hillyer, of Nelson, employs forty men in aial around the mill and sash and

door factory.  Hesays:  Allare white men~_every man. I pay unskilled labour $2.25
and §2.50; skilled labour 83, 83.50 and $4 a day. ~ My market is local in shipping to
the mines. I compete with the coast, Vancouver, Tacuina,” Portland and Spokaue.
Competition is keen. The Chinese question affects e in this way : I have to pay men
here—working men can’t live here less than $1.50 or $2 a day, and with family 82 to $2.50.
The uninns are strong here, whereas my strongest competitor (mills at the coast) can get
labour for two-thirds of what 1 am paying in the city of Nelson at the present time. I
have one of my strongest competitors close to me, the Sayward Company of Victoria,
T he{;ﬁlmve a branch heré. They do not employ Chinese or Japanese here, They bring
lumber from the coast, sashes and doors. = We buy most of our logs from loggers, and
niost from the American side. Not one Chinese or Japanese is employed in the camps
by loggers from whom we buy. Have resided in the province seventeen yearn, I
favour further restriction. 1 nm talking as a manufacturer. I would exclude them
entirely. I any restriction can be put on it ought to be done. In fifteen years there
will be very few white men working in the sawmille. If T compete with the coast mills
I'll have to put my white men out and put in Chinese. I could not do business here if
I did so, Lecause the white men will not trade. This is the most strongly union section
of the whole Dominien. If Chinets and Japanese came in freely for twenty-five years,
the white man would be the slave and the Chinese would be boss. I mean the Chinese
and Japanese would supersede the whites in the labour market. White labour will
have to seek some other kind of employment. I will have to put in Chinese and Japan-
ese within two years. The Chinese Eave increased about four ﬁundred gince I have been
heve.  There are about six hundred Chinese here now. All are British subjects in my
mill. You can put o Chinese in any position'a white man is in, aud he will do anything
a white man can do. Inside of twenty years some of the Chinese will be presidents and
managers of the inills. ]

More rough lumber and sashes and doors are shipped in kero from the American side
than from the mills of th: coast of British Columbia.

George O. Buchanan, proprietor of the saw mill at Kaslo, says:— I employ from ten

- ———"_to fifty-men according to the season. The logging camps are-in-the-winter when the .. _

:
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mill is not running. -I employ no Chinese or Japanese except occasionally as cooks. I
don’t think the Chinese are affecting us in Kaslo to any extent. I am not in favour of
putting restriction upon anybody as far as I am concerncd. I do not know that the tax’
paid when coming in is altogether unjustifiable. We are all liable to pay taxes, and
there may be nothing wrong in the Chinese paying a tax when coming in. I think it
is probably enough as it is.  The Chinese are human beings, and 1 do not believe in the
oppression of any race of men, even an inferior race. I don’t think they should be
admitted to the franchise. I do not think they could assimilate or take part in our laws
or institutions. I think all kinds of men ahou{d be free to come and go and muke their
homes anywhere it suits them. T don't think them a desirable cldss to come into the
country: *God made of one bloed all the nations of the carth.”

Stephen Jarrett, superintendent of the Vancouver Rash and Door Comvany, who
employ thirty men, all whites, says: We employ only skilled labour—only three or four
unskilled workmen. We pay unskilled, $1.50 to 32 ; skilled workmen, 8275, We
start young lads, two every year at 31 a day, and they advance 50 cents every six or
eight months. I have been here twelve years. 1 never found any difficulty in getting
men.  If T want two men I have twenty applicants, both skilled and unskilled. Idon’t -
think there is suflicient whites to supply all the demsnd. T would be in favour of a
heavy head tax, say #500 each. I think if no more came in, no inconvenience would
result to the industry here. I wanted five skilled men this week ; already Uhave fifteen
applicants. .

“We cannot ship our product into the Kootenay country in competition with the
mills of Tacoma. The freight rates_are cheaper from Tacoma. Our duties on doors and
windows, I think, is 30 per cent. Our machinery ix about 20 per cent higher than on
the other side.

William C. Dickson, book keeper and yard-foreman at the Royal City Mills, Van-
couver, said : The great objection is to work side by side witha Chinaman. I have seen
white men turn away rather than do it. There is not much seatiment in it. There is
a principle involved.  This should be &' white man’s country. (See further evidence of
this witness insthe part relating to Japanese Immigmtiou.g

Truman §. Baxter, has resided in Vancouver since 18480, says: I am studying law
at present. Iam wresident of the Vancouver Tiberal Associationand ex-alderman of
the city.- When 1 came here I commenced working in a sawmill. [ got 326 a month -
and board. Wages were paid in the city a year agolast winter at 817 a month and
board. In 1890 all of the labour around the sawmills was white, except a Chinaman or
two taking care of slabs. To-day the Japanese and Chinese handle all the lumber in
the yards, and in the mill, running saws. It has been stated- before the Commission
that the wages here are higher than on the American side. Last year I'had occasion to go
to Seattle to find out the cendition of labourers there, and the figures T give are taken
from the Seattle Lumber Company, and T saw the cheques, so that I know the figures
were paid. The foreman was paid 86.00 a day ;- sawyer, 25.00a day.; filer, 35.00 a day ;

ard foreman, $100 a month ; planing mill foreman, 83.50 a day and men on carriage,
22.50 a day. Tlhe lowest wage paid anywhere around this mill was $1.75 to t'wo or three
new men. ‘Two dollars is the ordinary wage for unskilled workmen. Our mills here pay
the 20th of the month, for the previous month. There the men are paid everpy Monday
night, receiving wages up to the previous Saturday night. There are 5o Chinese or
Japanese at all. T also went to Ballard. At Stinson’s Mill five hundred men_are em-
ployed—not a Chinaman or a Japanese ar-wng them. The lowest wige was $1.75 and
the highest wage was 22.50 a month, At this mill there were eighteen edgers or knot
sawyers at 82.50 each. That work is all done here by Chinamer. Ballard is three or
four miles from Scattle. At Kellog’s Mill T found conditions the same ; it is also at -
Ballard. The Seattle Cedar Lumber Company employ 125 men, 14 knot sawyers there,
getting $2.50 a day.  All these mills make shingles except the first. I dlso visited
Carey’s Mill at Seattle, Stinson and Post's and Morran Bros. wages being the same, and
not a Chinese or Japanese employed anywhere in connection with them, I asked one
of the Morran Bros. where the Japanese wer, and hesaid if there were any there ho

- - _would throw them over the wall. = As’a proof that lumbering can be dune here without




<o e _employ no Japanese or Chinese. There was no bonus.  He offered to put up $10,000
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Chinese or Japanese labour, T refer to the offer of Mr. Ludgate, to crect a mill and

as forfeit if he employed Japanese or Clhiinese, — - ——u —

1 favour the exclusion of Chinese. 1 was deprived of my job by & Chinaman and
left the business. The lumbermen took up great lumber limits, and this keeps them poor.
The mill men are interested parties. For instance, one of the chief witnesses refused te
state what the head men get. 1 believe if this had been given it would have shown
_they could cmploy whites. In Seattle the managers are there on the ground. The
managers here don’t do that way. The same cry was raised in the United States when
they tried to shut them out. I'believe in the exclusion of Chinese and Japanese alike.
I think by treaty or by enactment they can greatly restrict or prohibit altogether both
the Japunese and the Chinese. Do it by diplomatic action if possible, if not do it any-
way. I'd bar them out anyway. T am not associated with any labour organization. I
was representing’ Mr. Macdonnell, and he is acting for the Trades and Labour Council.
1 went over %o ascertain the facts, ns alderman, in regard to a certain by-law. T put
myself forward as the champion of what I believe is in the interests of British Columbia
and Canada.

If you go into the bank after the canning seasons, you will see the number of
Chinese arid Japanese asking for drafts. I think it would be suicidal to give them the
franchise. I suggest the most unobjectionable law would b» the Natal Act.

i

SUMMARY.

‘The market in this line of business i largely local and eastern. Chiuese are not

employed in the interior of British Columbia, either in the mills or in the camps.

. Japanese have recently been introduced in one mill at Kamloops, but with that excep-

tion only white men are employed in the lumber industry in the interior. On'the coast,

Chinese are not employed to any large extent, hut Japanese, constituting an equivalent,
“are largely employed.

THE RELATIVE RATE OI' WAGES.

The rate of wages in the Hastings Mill for unskilled labour is from $40 to 845 a
month ; in the Royal City Mills and Brunette Mills at New Westminster £35 a month,
averaging about $1.50 for common labour and running up to $1.756 snd 82 a day for semi-
skilled labour, such s edgermen, gang saw and boommen.  The Chinese und Japanese are
paid for common labour 85, 90 cents and up to $1, and for semi-skilled Iabour as high as
81.25, and in one or two instances $1.50, the average being about 81 aday. The Ji apanese
and Chinese pile the lumber, take care of the refuse, cut it up into wood, pile 1t, &c.,
and the more skilled generally run the cut-off saws, the lath and picket saw; and in
many cases are engaged as assistants on planers. Very few white men are employed
on this class of labour. _ V

On the American side the wage paid to unskilled labour is higher. At Whatcom
the lowest wage paid to unskilled labour is 81.75 a day ; at Fairhaven from $1.50 to 82
& day. In Seattle the Stetson and Post Company pay from 81.75 to £2.50 for unskilled
labour, the average being §2aday. Morran Brothers pay a minimum wage of 82 a day.
The lowest wage paid by Mr. Ludgate is $1.75 a day to ‘roustabouts; &1.75 is their
cheapest labour.

¥
SEILLED LABOUR.

Semi-skilled labour in the British Columbia mills ranges from $1.76 to 2 a day,
and skilled labour from $2.25 to $3.50 a da{i In the export mills higher wages are
paid in a few instances—five sawyers in the Hastings Mill being paid from $4 to 85 o
day, and filers as high as 87 a da{y". The average wage for white labour in this will is
from §2.25 to 82.60 a day. In the smaller mills, however, the earlier statement more
nearly represents the average wage. Take the Royal City Planing Mills of New West-
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minster, under the same control as the Hastings Mill, and engaged both in the export,

local and eastern trade, their schedule of prices would approximately represent the
.. __average wage on the coast in British Columbia for semi-skilled and ski led labour. It

is as follows : odger men $1.76; gang raw 8175, boom-men 8175 to 32, sawyers 83, re-

sawyers 33.60, filers $3.40. e —

The average wage at Fairhaven, Washington, for white men was £3.33] per day,
wages running up to $5 and 36 a day ; at Whatcom for skilled labour up to 84 a day,
averaging from §2.50 to 83.75. At Scattle sawyers are paid from $3.60 to €4 a day.
At another mill planers are paid from §2.25 to $2.50 and 22,756 a day, planer foremen
$3.50 and filers 5 a day.

The rate of wages z)r unskilled ahite labour in this industry is higher in Washing-
ton State than in British Columbia, and for skilled labour it is about the same, except.
possibly in one or two instances in the two larger export mille. Some mill owners
claim that the American mills have the advantage in a larger local and practically un-
limited home market, and in the fact that there is a duty on Canadian lumber entering
the United States, while certain classes of American lumber enter Canada free of duty ;
and one witness stated that the cost of machinery, food supplies, tools and other Jum-
bering supplies are from twenty to thirty per cent higher on the Canadian side than on
the American side, and added that ‘If we were allowed an open market t9 purchase
our supplies it would be even more effective than a duty on lumber”  The evidence of &
witness who has a mill at Seattle, and made inquiry with a view of ascertaining the
cost of supplies in British Columbia did not sustain this view, but we think there is no
doubt that certain lines of machinery and certain of the other supplies are higher on the
Canadian side. v -

Some of the employers took the view that there was ne advantage or saving in
wages by employing Chinese or Japanese instead of white men, having regard to the
amount of labour done by each, but that white labour could not be obtained under pre-
sent conditions. The majority of the employers who gave evidence were emphatic in *
thuir opinion, that no more Chinese or Japanese should be admitted ; that the supply
for tho present and for a long time to come was adequate, and that if no more Chinese
or Japanese came in white labour would gradually teke its place, without loss or incon-
venience to the industry, and with great benefit to the country. All were agreed that
this class of immigrants are undesirable as citizens, and all that were willing to express
an opinion favoured higher restriction or exclusion.

On the American side Chinese labour is not employed in this industry, and Ameri-
can employers are in favour of their present exclusion laws.

It is quite clear that the Chinese are employed but to a limited extent in this
branch of the trade and are not essential to its prosperity.

(The regulation of Japanese labour to this industry will be dealt with under that

~heading.) .

CHAPTER XIV.—SHINGLE BUSINESS.

The shingle business rests upon a somewhat different footing from the lumber busi-
ness, and as it has bocome a very important industry, it deserves separate treatment.
A few quotations from the evidence will indicato the scope and condition of the business.

The following list shows a large proportion of the shingle mills of the Province :

R Mill. Whites. Chinese. Japanese.
Pacific Coast Co., (nine mills). . 210 105 300 (in camp)
Spicer. .. vovieirniine . 20 30 5 :
MeNair....ooovieniirions 159 - 27 42
Heaps ......civeeviiminen o 56 21 21
446 183 364
N\
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James C. Scott, the mayer of New Westminsier, and the manager of the Pacifio
N Coast Lumber Company, and who handles the output of eight or nine other mills,
" namely, onieat Port-Moody;-two-at-Hastings, one at_Cloverdale, one at Ruskin, and the
rest at Vancouver, says: The shingle business began when I came here. There are
two shingle mills here, and one at Harrison, not included in the arrangement. There
was a large over-production. There was considerably more than twice the capacity that
the market called for, und the consolidation of the deveral mills was the way taken to
control it. We organized in November last year. The heaviest consuming market is;~
firat, Ontario; second, Menitoba ; and third the Territorics. We have no home niarket
just now at all. 'We don't sell in the States, the duty kceps us ont. The home market
would not take more than 5,000,000, and one mill would .produce that in a month.
There is a certain small trade with the States of eighteen inch shirgles, the usual size
being sixteen inch.

The Chinese are used for pulling bolts from the water surface %o the mill, cutting
them up in sixteen inch lengths, and piling them on tables convenient to the sawyers,
The sawyers are white men.  The packers are usurlly Chinese.  The packing is done by
contract. When I came here first I had a prejudice against them, and I used white
labour till July or August 1893. I felt that I had to employ Chinese. My cost was
greater than others. I made it a hobby to try and get white boys to do the packing
the same as we used to do in Ontario. T succeeded in getting two separate white con-
tractors to undertake it, and they both confessed fuilure. The boys said they did not
want that job, it was Chinaman’s work. We had no trouble in Simncoe County, Ontario,
in getting Loys at 75 cents to £1 a day to do the work., We pay here more than we
did there. We paid 5 cents a thousand there and 6 and 6§ cents per thousand here. It
appeared they rega-ded it as degrading because it was Chinese work. Tt is true that
boys and men and girls do not like work where Chinese are habitually employed. Tt
is unfavourable to the community. Chinese have taken the place usually given to boys .
and they have got into indolent habits No Japanese arn employed in the shingle
factories,

If no more Chinese came in it might, bother us for a time. It would regulate itself
in time.  If they were not here at all we could get some Jabour to take their place. ¥f
they were cut off at once we could get bovs or others in their places. 1 cannot answer
the question in any other way than that it is unfortunate for the conntry that they are
here at all.  They are not assimilative. 1 do not think it would be desirable if they
did assimilate. It is apparent to me it would be ditlicalt to clear land, but if they were
not here other labour would come. T certainly think their presence has a tendency to
keep that labour out. It is not desirable that labour should be kept out. It s a -
difficult problem to think out. The difficulty will increase with the numbers. They
build a few houses near the mill and herd together. There is no home life. Very fow
have wives here.  Although this might be a temporary inconvenience—this is too nice
a country to live in to have Chinese as the labourers of this country. I say this against
my own interest. I do not think the 8100 will have any material effect whatever on
the numbers coming in.  If as much as$500 were put on it might have some effect.
It might cripple us for a time. I would be willing to take my chance with the rest of
us rather than have this thing go on. It is quite possible that we overestimate the
trouble, and that it might not be as bad as we fear. I have engaged a few Japanese,
The Japanese are more ready to pick up work und adapt themselves quicker to work.
I regard the Japanese less undesirable. I do not think I class them in the same
category. They are decidedly more desirable than the Chinese.

The business is fairly prefitable for the last two years. The cost of production -
would not vary to the extert of five cents (i.e. if oriental labour not employed).» There
is no duty on shingles coming in. We experience competition at Sarnia, Goderich,
Windsor, Chatham, ete, aiso from Washington State.

"I consider there is material right here in the boys in this town to do all the work.
If we got men instead of boys we would have to pay one-third more, or a difference of
83 a°day with that erew,” - They produce-100,000 in-ten hours, . that iz $3 on 100,000,
or three cents per thousand. 'The Chinese or Japanese are employed in making bolts.
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The{ get &1 a cord.  They work most of the year except in the canning season. We
produce from 160,009,000 to 200,000,000 par year. It isa Canadian industry depend-

ing on the Canadian market. I think it desirable to run the industries employing
—————griental-labour rather than to stop them, In the interests of the country a 8300 tax

is more desirable. I have never experienced & scarcity of -Chinese-or—Japanese. The - 't
city employs exclusively whites. The general sentiment is against Chinese and against T
the immigration of orientals. A white man cannot live on what a Chinese or Japaneso :
lives on. The Japanese, from the standpoint of the labourer is as dangerous as the
-.Chinamen. '
A man looks to see what labour is available, and he finds a mixture of Chinese and
- white labour employed, and an unsettled condition of affairs indicated by the present
Commission, and that unsettled state of affairs leads him to wait to see the vesult. I
would agree with Mr. Palimer, of Chemainus, that while we could not get on now with-
out Oriental labour, yet if no more came in it would not eeriously affect my interests,
and I would take the chances.
H. H. Spicer, manager of the Spicer Shingle Mill Company, of Vancouver, says:
All shingle mills employ Chinese labour more or less. We pay in wages about 32,000 a
month—65 per cent to white, 35 per cent to Chinese. We used to get $2.00, $2.25 and
32,50 per thousand ; ncw there is no fixed price. They sell to local trade at $1.40.
There i3 competition. The tendency would be to get a better price if American shingles
did not interfere. Tha market is ridiculously small for the number of mills here. We
make the price and we don’t cut till we have to. The total market in Canada is
925,000,000 ; 165,0C0 is & car load. We ship considerable to the United States; no
success in shipping to Australia or Afvica. It would be bad for the shingle business if
we could 1ot get Chinese. I do not kuow, but T am inclined to think that an exclusion
law, if it resultod in 0 more Chinese coming in, would act very strongly in shutting our
mill down in the future. They seem better adapted than Japanese. We ship into the
United States as a dumping ground for the surplus. The duty is 30 cents per thousand.
Mongolians work the same number of hours as other men. American shingle mills ate
chicfly run by white Jabour. We could not pay as much to white men unless we had
that cheap labour. If Canada had a population of 30,000,000 we might not have to
employ Chinese at all, but our market is limited.
James A. McNair said : 1 am engaged in the shingle and lumber trade.  We employ
a total of 228 men about the mills and logging camps—159 whites, 42 Japanese and 27
‘ Chinese. The averaze pay of whites per day is 8410, Japanese 846, anu Thinese 845,
| We tried white labour instead of Chinese three years ago. We gave instructions
| to the contractor to us» white men and to test the matter we gave hini the contract,
| and in three nonths’ time he had Chinamen. It was the same price to white men and
i
)

Fas

Chinamen. He could not get sufficient white labour at the price. I have three shingle
mills on the other side. I employ 138 men there; all are white men. We pay there
for packing eight cents per thousand for five butts to two inches, and 7 cents per thou-
sand for six butts to two inches. White labour is generally employed over there. Some
of the shingle mills there have Japanese, one at Sumas, one at Lake Whatcom, and one
at Carroll Siding. Our market there is the middle and eastern states. ‘Our market
here is British Columbia, North-west Territories, Manitoba and Ontario. We have no
difficulty in getting men, except in the fishing season. We would have to have cheap
labour or shut down. The Chinaman never changes. I should prefer to employ whites,
and we do as much as we can.
The only way we can ship into the United States is by shipping in larger shingles
We got part of our machinery from the United States, and paid duty,—on boiler and
engino 2b per cont. We did a little better than their price plus the duty.--just a trifle.
We produce shingles a little cheaper on the other side—just a shade. We have not
built extra raills here, and we have built two over there. The total capacity of the
shingle mills in British Columbia is something like 650,000,000 to 700,000,000 per
annum. We can go there and ship into the United Sta:es or Canada as we choose.
There are 360 shingle mills in Washington and Oregon.  The; ship some thousands of
T ears A dayr—Some-mills have a_capacity of half a willion a day. Of the 31,132,000
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gsold in Canada from the United States, British Columbia took 11,360,000 ; Manitoba,
12,721,000 ; New Bruuswick, 860,000; Quebec, 141,000, and Ontario, 5,846,000, the
North-west Territories, 135,000 ; Yukon, 69,000. Business won't stand higher wages

all round. ™ Take the extra costof machinery-and-everything, you wonld have to reduce
the higher wages if you had all white. We get a little better prices in the United
States than heve for our product. T

The bolts cost 50 cents more a cord here, o difference of 8 or 10 cents a thousand
between price of shingles here and there. We have got to pay more for material and
for all provisions, horse feed and all that sort of things. ) -

The duty is a much larger consideration with us than the exclusion of Asiatics
would be. If we had the market here covered by a duty it would help us a great deal .
in doing without Japanese. 1If we had our own .market then we are not more crowded
than they. It is partially true that in our business what we save from the cheap labour
we give to the white labour. It is a toss up as to who can save more—our men or the
white men on the other side. If arientals were taken out we would have to scale down
the white labour.

E. H. Heaps, manager of the Heaps Company, Vancouver, says: We paid wages
for March, 1900—to whites, $1,681.30, Japanese 8711.70, Chinese £540. We run night
and day, two shifts of three men each. An ordinary sawyer earns £2.75 a day. He
can earn #3.50 if exceptionally good. We have three machines idle for want of a saw-
yer. There is a scarcity of skilled labour. We employ in the camps on contract about
eighty men in getting out bolts.. We let the contracts to Japanese, Chinese and
whites. The Japanese contractors employ Japanese; the Chinese contractors employ
Chinese; the white contractors employ Japanese and Chingse. Ninety per cent of the
bolts are got out by Japanese and Chinese. You can depend on them for this work.
We pay 85,000 a month for say eight months, $40,000, besides the factory wages. The
division of wages would be the following :— ) i T

R —

Japanese and Chineseforbolts. ........................ £ 36,000
“ . “ dnthemill... ... ... ... ... ... 8,000
Total, ... ..o i »3 14,000
Whitesinthemill, ... ... ... ... . ... .. .. e 210,000

“oforbolts. - 4,000
Total to whites........................ $ 14,000

It is not cheaper to employ Japanese and Chinese for bolts. I think if we have
protection all through, the men ought to be protected, too. 1T think the restriction on
Chinese is quite suflicient. At preseit we have enough Chinese. The work they are
engaged in scems to suit them. It is under cover; it requires quickness of hand and
eye, and it is not hard work, and they earn high wages. As a rule they are steady and
reliable, snd you can depend upon their being there. The oriental labour is a nece&si:}y
for our bu.. ess. In the shingle mill we have more whites than when we first started.
Boys can learn to run the saws.  We make a special point to try and get white sawyers
and boys to learn the trade, and when they learn they go to the Sound.

Cedar is getting scarcer ; it has to be hauled longer distances to the water. Horses
are dearer, wages are higher, and machinery is higher now.

C. Uchida, Japanese contractor, says: I contract to get out shingle bolts. I get
$2.05 per cord delivered on the scow. I pay 82 per cord and get b cents and what I
make on supplies. T také out about 3,000 cords. We employ alt Japanese. We send
in rice, flour, salt meat, vegetables, sugar, and fresh meat once a month. It costs them
810 or 811 a month for board. They hire a cook-—two cooks for 36 men. I have wife
and children at home, There is only one family out there. I buy groceries at the
wholesale stores. I keep a store, and buy $2,000 a month ; 8360 a- month goes into
camp. I supply them with overalls and working clothes. T buy some from white men
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and some from Chinese. The white men do not get cut shingle bolts.” —The 36 Ptrin—— — ———t
the camp are not naturalized. I am not a British subject. s

Arthur C. Gordon, contractor for cutting shingles, says : The work is done for me
by Chinese. The Chinese do the packing, jointing and cut-off. They make about $1.25
?\“(iﬁY.‘“‘l“have~knownm’lﬁte auen_do it. 'They do it faster. A good white packer
would pack 40,000, while a Chinese packs only 90,000 61 26,000 I-pay seven-cents-a-_
1,000. This work has always been done bs Chinese for twelve years. There are more ;
mills now. In Washington a white man averages 40,000 a day. I never had a white
man, a packer or jointer, apply for work. A white man could make $2.80 a day. Ilet
all the work to one Chinaman, and he hires his own men. I employ eleven Chinese and :
two whites—no Japanese. I don’t know one white packer here. I favour restriction. iy
I think we have enough Chinese now. I favour exclusion. I think as whites increase ;
they should decrease. We have four Chinese packers. Two white men could do the
work of the four Chinese packers. There are no white packers offering. = 1 would like
to see white men in the country. I am just making wages. I might as well wark by
the day. I took two white sawyers thisspring and broke them in myself. The Chinese
have always becn working around getting skilled. :

Stephen Ramage, says: I am a saw-filer in Heaps’ Shingle Mill, Vancouver.
Have resided here since the fire. There are many more Chinese in the mills than form-
erly. They are increasing steadily. That applies to all the mills. The Japanese are
on'a greater increase than Chinamen. 1 think it would be a benefit if more restrictions
were put on. It would tend to stop the immigration. There are sufficient here now to
supply the demand for some years to come. The Japanese are a greater menace to
whites than Chinese. They are abler-bodied men. They adopt our mode of living more
readily. The Japanese and Chinese deter men from coming here. Very fow of the
Japanese and Chinese have a family. My principal reason would be to save the country
— - for-my own race. I would not object to Europeens. T object to Asiatics. I hope they
will not assimilate with our peopler — I think-not.-The shingle mills are working on
shifts—double time just now, since the spring trade has opened up. To jump from one
to the other, it might be diflicult tocarry on the business with white labour. There is i
white labour that don't get employed on account of the Japanese being employed. I i
think white people are kept out of employment. 1 was foreman of a saw-mill for local i
trade. The price of lumber has gone up. In the depression lumber was lower two or
three years ago. 'There was keener competition four years ago than now. There is a
better agreement now as to price—not =0 much cutting. Wages are no better. The 1
price of logs is a little higher now. 1 would rather keep out the Japanese and let the :
Chinese come it with a head tax as at the present time. The Japanese are more of a
menace. They are more capable men and do their work as cheap as Chinese. They
dross like a white man, but don’t eat like a white man.  They live in aggregations as
much as Chinese. Their diet is principally rice. They would not be as greal a menace
as the Chinamen if they lived up to our standard,—that i3 the average Canadian doing
-their class of labour. - . .

The Heaps mill started with three shingle machines. There is now a factory a saw-
mill and & machine shop all attached to it. - McNair Brothers went into business ten
years ago. They started cutting shingle bolts. Kirkpatrick started by renting power.
He now owns two plants. The mills here have not as modern machinery as the Ameri-
cans. The tariff might benefit some people. They would not dismiss the Mongolians
on that account. I think the present time is as good as anf for change.

The Japanese can learn to run the saws, and they will bo employed at this higher
work. No European nation is as objectionable as the Japanao and Chinese.

Some of the plants are as modern as the Americans, and some are not. The large
export mills average well with tho American mills. Wo can manufacture shingles as
cheaply as the Americans can. Eighty per cent of the machinery is Cunadian. I think
wo vould do without more at all.  They do without Japanese and Chinese on the other
side. If a change was made at once it would take some few days to get white men.
The mills on the other side run without Asiatic labour. I don’t think it is true that
when labourers come in they go off to something better, not more so in this country
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than in any other. The general wage is about 31.50 a day. I -wasin the Royal City
mill for five years. I daresay Cook could get enough white meri to run the Hastings
mill in two days. The average Japanese gets &1 a day. Wages are worse to-day than

going fishing as the whitea. 1 would tell unskilled labour not to come here. We have
Chinese packing and Japanese cutting holts. There is no way of getting in white labour
to learn the saw—it is the Japanese and Chinese. The Japanese are apt to learn.
Filers get 24 a day ; band saw filers get 26 to 87 a day. Wherever the Japanese enters

-he cuts wages in two,
BUMMARY.
. This important industry employs over one thousand men, of whom less than half

n+ white workmen. The following” probably does not include al), but fairly gives the
proportion :—

Whites.. .. ... ... R ¥ 11
Chinese ............ ... . . ... ... . .. 183
dapanese........L L 364

The Chinese are employed principally in bringing the bolts from the water surface
to the mil), cutting them up intn sixteen inch lengthy ready for sawyers (and recently as
gawyers themselves in seme milis) and in packing, for which they ar2 exclusively emploved
by Chinese contractors. They have become expert packers, and are deemed speciaily
suited for that work. Although white packers in Washington and Oregon, where no
Chinese are employed, are found to do the work much more rapidly and on the whole as
cheaply.  The white mea and boys have not been trained to the business and cannot
now compete at the sam> price, and refuss to work at it because ‘it is Chinese work.’
No Japanese are employed in the factorivs,

The output of nine mills are now controlled through one company. Large quan-
tities are sent east.  The manager of this large conecin says that 'if no mare Chinese
came in it might bother for a little while ; it would 1egulate itself in time. If they were
not here at all we could get some labour to take their place. If they were cut off
at once we could get boys or others in their places. I cannot answer the question in any
other way than that it is unfortunate for the country that they are here at all. The
business is fairly profitable for the last two years.’

This witness makes a further most important statement :

¢ I consider there is material right here in the boys in this town to do all the work.’

He then shows that if white men were employed it might inerease the cost of production
by three cents per thousand.
' ‘1 agree with Mr. Palmer, of Chemainus, that while we could not get on now with-
out oriental labour, yet if no more came in it would not seriously affect my interests. 1
would take the chances. The general sentiment is against Chinese and against emigra-
tion of orientals.’

The representative of another company that employs 228 men in their lumber and
shingle business, of who 159 are whites, 42 J. apanese and 27 Chinese, stated that their
average wage pev day to whites was 3410 ; to Japanese, 846 ; to Chimese, 845. This
included the lumber business as well as the shingle business. This company tried white
labour instead of Chinese, but in three months’ time found that they could not get white
labour at the same price paid to Chinese. The company have three shingle mills in
Washington State, where they employ 138 men in the shingle business alone, all whites.
White labour is generally employed there. , .

There are 360 shingle mills in Washington and Oregon that ship thousands of cars
& day, some of the mills having a capacity of half a million a day.  Of the thirty-one
miltions sold in Canada from the United States last year British Columbia took over
eleven millions, Manitoba nearly thirteen millions and_Ontario nearly six millions.
They get a little better price in the United States than hére for the product. He stated
further: If we had our own markets then we are not more crowded than they.’

they-weresome-years-ago.- There-is just as much-trouble with the Chinese and_ Japanese
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It is partially true, he states, that what they save from cheap libour they give to
w}l\:)te labour. ‘1f orientals were taken out we would have to scale down tl: white
labour.’ ‘

Another employer stated that he paid out to whites for March, 1900, 21,681 ; to

~——-—Japanese-8711, and to Chinese 8540; that he employs about 80 men in getting out bolts,

and lets contracts to Japancse, Chinesc’ and whites. Japanese-contractors_employ
Japanese ; Chinese employ Chinese, and white contractors employ Japanese and Chinese.
Ninety per cent would be Japanese and Chinese. In cight months they paid out for
bolts 840,000 besides the factory wages, as follows :—

Japanese and Chinese for bolts. ..oty 2 36,000
To whites for boltg. ... oo in i i s 4,000
Japanese and Chinese in themill............... ... 8,600
To whitesinthemill ............ .. .. e 14,000

This witness thought restriction quite sufficient and stated that at present they
have enough Chinese. He found them steady and reliable. He declared oriental
labour & necessity for their business.

A white contractor who employs Chinese for packing, jointing and cutting off,
stated that a good white packer would pack forty thousand, while a Chinaman packs
only from twenty to twenty-five thousand. He pays seven cents a thousand. Ho states
that in Washington white men aversge forty thousand a day, and this was confirmed
by evidence on the American side. Chinese have always been employed in packing.
He had never had a white man apply for work. A white man could make $2.80 a day.
This contractor lets all the work to one Chinamen and he hires his own men. He
employs eleven Chinamen and two whites. He did not know of a single-white packer.
This witness favours exclusion. He thinks as whites increase Chinese should decrease.
He declared that two white ren could do the work of four Chinese packers. He took
two white sawyers on this spring and taught them himself.

Why is it, then, if white men can do so much more than Chinese, and therefore
workin;, by contract can earn $2.80 a day, they do not eagerly seck emiployment § The
enswer, we think, is simple. Chinese have always been employed in this busirness. They
huve beconme expert. The white man at first is unskilied. ~He would earn very low
wages at first. The work is done by contract. The skilled Chinese are there ready to
do the work. It is more convenient to sublet the contract to a bass Chinese con-
tractor who will employ Chinese on his own terms, than for the white contractor or the
owner of the mill to train a staff competent_to do the work, even although when trained,
the work could be done as cheaply and the white man earn good wages.

In the cast this work is largely done by boys who are trained to the business from
ancarly age. There is no reason in the nature of things why this might not and ought
not to be the case in British Columbia, except the presence of the Chinese and Japanese.
While they are there in such numbers they will be employed to the exclusion of white
labour, because if not cheaper, it is more convenient. :

In the mills in Washington and Oregon no Chinese ate employed and yet the work
is done very nearly, if not quite, as cheaply. There is only a shade of difference, accord-
ing to the witness, who thoughit he could not get on without this cheap labour. Accord-
ing to one calculation, even if men were employed instead of boys, it would only make a
difference of three cents a thousand. If it is further taken into account that neither
white men nor boys will work if they can avoid it at what is called a Chinaman’s job, a
satisfactory explanation is given as to why it is: The Chinese practically control this
branch of the industry.

The conclusion reached is that neither Chinese nor Japanese are essential to the
success of this business, but being available and conveniently emplotved by contract, they
have become a part of the machinery of production which would for a time be thrown
out of gear, if they were discharged. They are at present more convenient, but not
essential. There i3 a supply for many years to come, and if no more came in no per-
manent injury would result. The stability of the business does not depend upon them.
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