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Introduction

Background & Objectives

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada contacted Ipsos-Reid in early 2004 regarding the BC Reid Express. The BC Reid Express, a monthly provincial omnibus survey, was an ideal vehicle for the research interests expressed by Indian and Northern Affairs Canada. 

Indian and Northern Affairs Canada’s (INAC) main research objectives were as follows:

· To learn how aware British Columbians are of Aboriginal issues;

· To determine how British Columbians think treaty negotiations are progressing within the BC; and,

· To provide a means to track topical issues as they arose throughout the year.

Secondary research objectives for the year were as follows:

September 2004 

· To determine how aware British Columbians are of the treaty negotiation process in BC;

· To assess public attitudes towards Aboriginal issues; and,

· To establish public perceptions of the treaty negotiation process.

December 2004

· To identify the best ways to communicate information on Aboriginal issues to British Columbians;

· To track public perceptions of the treaty negotiation process; and,

· To assess the public’s impressions and attitudes towards the role of Aboriginal peoples in the 2010 Olympic games.

March 2005

· To continue to track public attitudes towards Aboriginal issues in BC;

· To establish where British Columbians get their information regarding Aboriginal issues; and,

· To determine awareness levels among British Columbians concerning First Nations’ contribution to the BC economy.

Methodology

A series of questions, prepared jointly by INAC and Ipsos-Reid, was added to the BC Reid Express provincial omnibus in three separate waves: September 2004, December 2004, and most recently, March 2005. The questions differed with each wave except for two specific questions that were asked on all three waves.

The BC Reid Express was in field for one week (7 days) for all three waves and the survey was conducted by telephone. Random digit dialing (RDD) was used to randomly select respondents at the household level within British Columbia. The omnibus provides a representative sample of 800 British Columbian adults throughout the province including 500 interviews in the Lower Mainland, 200 interviews in the BC Interior and the North, with the remaining 100 interviews on Vancouver Island. Survey results are statistically weighted according to 2001 Census data by age, gender and region. With a sample size of 800, we can say with 95% certainty that the overall results for each wave are within ±3.5%, 19 times out of 20. However, larger margins of error apply within smaller sub-samples. 

Summary of Results

September 2004 Results

Aboriginal Issues in the News

In the September wave of the tracking research, treaty negotiations and land claims were the main responses among most British Columbians when asked about Aboriginal issues recently in the news. In fact, this finding was consistent in all three waves of the research. Differences in mentions of other items were evident in each of the three waves but treaty negotiations and land claims were consistently the main response mentioned by British Columbians (September 2004 – 29%, December 2004 – 46%, and March 2005 – 37%). 

Fisheries (19%) and Luna the whale (11%) rounded out the top three Aboriginal issues recently in the news as mentioned by British Columbians in the September wave of the research. 

It is important to note, 28% of British Columbians reported not hearing of any recent Aboriginal issue in the news.
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Relationship Between Aboriginal Peoples and British Columbians
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What Aboriginal issues can you name that have recently been in the news? Any others?

10 Don’t know/not stated

28 Have not heard about any Aboriginal issues in the news

18 Other

2 Housing

2 Forestry/logging

3 Alcoholism/drug abuse

3 Aboriginal finances/accountability

4 Sun Peak’s resort

6 Health care (unspecified)

11 Luna the whale

19 Fisheries

29 Treaty negotiations/land claims

All Respondents

(n=800)

%

In the September wave of the BC Reid Express, the majority of British Columbians believed the relationship between Aboriginals and British Columbians to be generally staying the same. People on Vancouver Island, however, had a more positive opinion about this relationship than other British Columbians (36% thought the relationship was improving vs. 19% in the Lower Mainland and 23% in the Interior), but almost half of those on Vancouver Island were in agreement with the rest of the province that the relationship is generally staying the same.

Aboriginal Self-Government
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When asked what constitutes Aboriginal self-government, half of British Columbians responded with “Government for Aboriginals”. This response is consistent across the province with all age groups, gender and regions. “Aboriginals making their own laws” (17%), “a waste of time/mistake” (8%), “Aboriginals looking after their own land” (8%), and “a separate government from the rest of Canada” (8%) are other notable mentions.

Treaty Negotiations
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Most British Columbians (66%) believe there is not enough information currently available on treaty negotiations in their area. Twenty-six percent of British Columbians think just enough information is available while 2% report that too much information is available on treaty negotiations.
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People have different ideas about what Aboriginal self-government is. What do you think Aboriginal self-government is?

12 Don’t know/not stated

<1 Nothing

9 Other

1 Preserving Aboriginal cultural heritage

3 Another level of government

3 Aboriginals administering their own health care system

3 Aboriginals administering their own education system

4 Funding from the government/taxpayers

4 Abiding by Canadian law

6 A form of municipal government

7 Aboriginals collecting their own taxes

8 A separate government from the rest of Canada

8 Aboriginals looking after their own land

8 A waste of time/mistake

17 Aboriginals making their own laws

50 Government for Aboriginals

All Respondents

(n=800)
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Sixty-eight percent of British Columbians are interested in following news and information regarding treaty negotiations in BC (18% are very interested while 50% are somewhat interested). Interest tends to increase with age as 61% of 18–34 year olds report having some interest compared to 72% of 35+ year olds.
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Not enough Too much

As you may know, there are a number of treaty negotiations underway in the province of British Columbia. Thinking about 

the information that is currently available on treaty negotiations in your area, would you say that there is not enough, too 

much, or the right amount of information available?

Right

Amount

26%

24%

29%

27%

The majority of British Columbians believe that completing treaties will be a benefit to British Columbians as a whole. Fifty-six percent of British Columbians think completing treaty negotiations in BC will be of benefit. The education level of respondents is a key indicator in how supportive British Columbians are concerning the treaty process and its benefits. Just under two-thirds of respondents (63%) with a university education think completing treaty negotiations will benefit British Columbians compared to less than half (47%) of those with a high school education. There is regional variation on this issue.
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Very/somewhat interested

How interested are you in following news and gathering information about the progress of treaty negotiations in BC?

Exactly one-in-five British Columbians think settling treaties will help develop better relationships with Aboriginal peoples. However, the same proportion of British Columbians (20%) think that there is no benefit at all to settling treaties. In fact, many think treaties will negatively affect BC.

People on Vancouver Island are more positive about the issue of settling treaties in BC and the benefits to developing relationships with Aboriginal people. On the opposite side, Interior residents and men are more likely to think settling treaties in BC will have no benefit at all and will negatively affect British Columbians.

When asked about the downside of treaty settlement in BC, responses are quite varied. Seventeen percent of British Columbian adults say there would be no downside to settling treaties in the province. The highest proportion of negative responses went to the cost (14%), property loss (8%), and creating a special class of Canadians (8%).
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What do you think the benefits of settling treaties, that is land claims and self-government, in BC might be?

13 Don’t know/not stated

20 None, is negative

7 Other

2 More jobs

2 Give Aboriginals a sense of closure

2 Save money in the long run

2 Improved quality of life for Aboriginals

3 Investment in BC

4 Right thing to do

5 End of conflicts/peace in BC

5 Economic benefits

5 Duty of the government/social justice

6 Aboriginal people will be happier

12 Self-reliance for Aboriginal people

17 Stability in BC

20 Better relationship with Aboriginal people

All Respondents

(n=800)

%

Forty-four percent of British Columbians report that treaty settlement in BC would not affect them personally. Of those British Columbians who think treaty settlement will affect them, increased taxes is the main concern among individual British Columbians with 15% citing this effect. People 35–54 years of age feel most strongly about tax increases (23%), whereas 18–34 and 55+ were LESS concerned. No other effect is mentioned by more than 5% of respondents.

Two-thirds of British Columbians think that the completion of treaty negations in BC will have a positive impact on Aboriginal people’s ability to develop their economies and become self-sufficient. Twenty-six percent say that completing the treaty negotiations will not have a positive effect while 8% don’t know.
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What do you think the downside of settling treaties, that is land claims and self-government, in BC might be?

2 Would take a long time to settle treaties

3 Aboriginals would not spend the money properly

15 Don’t know/not stated

17 None, no downside

10 Other

2 Increase in taxes

2 More groups asked for settlements

2 Negative impacts on fisheries

2 Non-Aboriginals giving up their land and resources
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3 Unable to please both parties in the settling of treaties

3 Downturn in the economy

5 Aboriginals will ask for more concessions from the government

7 Would cause conflicts between Aboriginals and non-Aboriginals

7 Too much money given/spent of First Nations

8 Creates a special class of Canadians

8 Property loss

14 Costs too much
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Progress in Completing Treaty Negotiations
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What is the main way the settlement of treaties in BC will affect you as an individual?

13 Don’t know/not stated

21 Other

2 Will be happy to see Aboriginals will be treated more fair

3 I would have less guilt about how Aboriginals treated in past

3 Expropriation of land

4 Cost me money

15 Increased taxes

44 Won’t affect me/does not affect individuals

All Respondents

(n=800)
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While people may not feel they have enough information on treaty negotiations in BC, they have strong opinions on the progress of negotiations. Just under half of British Columbians (48%) generally think some progress is being made completing treaty negotiations in BC. At the same time, however, 46% think little or no progress is being made while only 6% are undecided.
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Positive impact

The majority of British Columbians (83%) are unaware of any treaty negotiations currently taking place in the Lower Mainland. Of the 17% who have heard of current treaty negotiations, 24% have heard the negotiations were over “land/land developments”, 16% have heard “negotiations are moving slowly/not going well”, 16% have heard of “negotiations surrounding fisheries”, and 11% have generally heard [image: image17.emf]Progress in Completing Treaty Negotiations
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Of the 17% who have heard of current treaty negotiations, 37% cannot remember which First Nations groups were involved in Lower Mainland treaty negotiation, 19% reported the Musqueam Nation was currently involved, and 16% reported the Squamish Nation was currently involved in treaty negotiations in the Lower Mainland.

December 2004 Results

Aboriginal Issues in the News

Treaty negotiations and land claims continued to be the number one response of British Columbians when asked about Aboriginal issues in the news in the December wave of interviewing. Forty-six percent of British Columbians mentioned treaty negotiations/land claims, a significant jump from the 29% in September.

Fisheries also continued to be high on the list of mentions (12% vs. 19% in September 2004). In the December wave, however, Luna the whale was not mentioned by British Columbians as a recent Aboriginal issue in the news.

In the December wave, 17% of British Columbians said they have not heard of any recent Aboriginal issues in the news, down from the 28% reported in September.
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What Aboriginal issues can you name that have recently been in the news? Any others?

2 Sun Peak’s resort

11 Don’t know/not stated

17 Have not heard about any Aboriginal issues in the news

29 Other

2 Forestry/logging

2 Road blockades/ blockades

2 Residential schools

2 Nisga’a Nation Election/Treaty

3 Haida/Taku Supreme Court decision (duty to consult)

3 Tsawwassen/Vancouver Port Authority $47 M agreement

3 Shootings in Penticton

12 Fisheries

46 Treaty negotiations/land claims

All Respondents

(n=800)

%


Progress in Completing Treaty Negotiations
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5 There are multiple treaties being negotiated
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*Small base size, interpret with caution.

A small majority of British Columbians thought progress was being made completing treaty negotiations in BC. Fifty-three percent thought that at least some progress was being made, a marginal increase from the 48% reported in the September wave, however, many British Columbians (40%) maintained that little or no progress had been made.

Preferred Method for Receiving Communications

September’s BC Reid Express discovered that many British Columbians were interested in learning about Aboriginal issues and that not enough information was currently available to the public. With this knowledge, we thought it appropriate to determine how British Columbians would like Aboriginal information disseminated in the future in order to adequately inform the public regarding current issues. 
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*Small base size, interpret with caution.

In general, British Columbians respond positively to hearing about Aboriginal issues. Thirty-seven percent would like to hear about Aboriginal issues through a news story in the media – the most common response. Other notable communication vehicles mentioned by British Columbians include mail-outs to homes (24%), television advertisements (16%), and newspaper advertisements (15%). British Columbians with a high school education or less are more likely than others to prefer to receive communications through mail-outs and television advertisements (20%). Those with higher levels of education would prefer to receive communications through a news story in the media (37% post-secondary, 43% university).

Improving Quality of Life for Aboriginal People
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British Columbians were asked which areas of improvement would have the most impact on quality of life for Aboriginal peoples and were provided with a set of seven possible areas. Almost half of British Columbians identified life-long learning and education as the most important area for the Federal Government to concentrate on when addressing the gap between Aboriginal people and other Canadians. Accountability was the second most mentioned response  (17%).

2010 Winter Olympics and Paralympic Games
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Identification of the host of the 2010 Olympic Game is quite varied. Thirty-six percent of British Columbians identify the City of Vancouver as the host for the 2010 Winter Olympic and Paralympic Games. Another 22% identify the Province of British Columbia as the host while 4% mention the Government of Canada. However, 32% of respondents say that “all of the above” are the hosts of the 2010 Games, believing it to be a combined effort of the City of Vancouver, the province of British Columbia, and the Government of Canada.

Three-quarters of British Columbians think the 2010 Games will benefit Canada. A statistically significant difference is evident between 18–34 years olds and those 35+. Half of 18–34 year olds (50%) think the “Games” will benefit Canada a lot whereas only 30% of those 35–54 years of age while 37% of those 55+ think the Games will benefit Canada a lot.
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Of those British Columbians who think the Games will benefit Canada, the main benefits mentioned are the creation of jobs and economic growth (41%), more people visiting Canada (27%), and the promotion of tourism (13%).
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Positive impact

First Nations played an important role in helping Canada win the bid for the 2010 Winter Olympics and Paralympic Games. When asked about the perceived role of Aboriginal peoples in the Games themselves, the responses are quite diverse. Twenty-one percent of British Columbians think cultural events and ceremonial performances will be the main role for Aboriginals in contributing to the Games’ success. Showcasing Canada’s history and multiculturalism to the world was the next most common mention at 16%. All other roles are mentioned by 5% of people or less.

On the negative side, 20% of British Columbians say that First Nations will not contribute in any way to the success of the Games.
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British Columbians generally think that Canada should profile the contributions and the role the First Nations people in the promotion of the 2010 Winter Olympics and Paralympic Games to the world. In fact, 20% of people say that the Games should profile the contributions of Canada’s Aboriginal people a lot with another 49% saying that the Games should profile some of the contributions. Less than one-in-ten people say that the Games should not profile the contributions of Aboriginal people at all.

March 2005 Results

Aboriginal Issues in the News

In the March wave of issues tracking, treaty negotiations and land claims still top the list when British Columbians are asked to name Aboriginal issues in the news. Thirty-seven percent of British Columbians name treaty negotiations and land claims as the most recent Aboriginal issue in the news. This is down from 46% in the December wave, and slightly higher than the September wave results. People most likely to name treaty negotiations than any other category include those living in the Lower Mainland (41%), who are between the ages of 35–54 years (43%), with a university education (49%), and make more than $60K (48%).

Fisheries continue to be the second most mentioned, but this category declined slightly from December 2004 to sit at 9%.

A new category, “bald eagles/death of bald eagles on Native land” emerged as an Aboriginal issue that 4% of British Columbians recall being in the news recently.

Twenty percent of British Columbians have not heard of any Aboriginal issues in the news, up slightly from the December 2004 wave (17%) but down significantly from the September 2004 wave (28%).
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Progress in Completing Treaty Negotiations
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Although British Columbians continue to think some progress is being made completing treaty negotiations in BC, there has been little change from the December and September 2004 waves. Forty-eight percent of British Columbians say that a significant amount (6%) or some (42%) progress is being made. This compares to 53% in December and 48% in September.

Method For Receiving Communication
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December results show British Columbians prefer to receive information regarding the treaty process and what it means for them through the media and communications mailed to their homes. In the March 2005 wave, we asked where most prefer to get their information. Newspaper is the most common method of receiving information (34%) with TV news followed closely behind with a result of 32%. Adults over the age of 35 years are a little more likely to get their information through newspapers than adults between the ages 18 and 34 years.

Radio news followed far behind with 10% of British Columbians reporting that they would like to receive Aboriginal information through this media vehicle.

Trust in Information Sources on Aboriginal Issues
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Three-quarters of British Columbians (75%) believe First Nations people are a trustworthy source of information on Aboriginal issues, the highest of all groups tested. This includes those who say they trust First Nations people a lot (26%) and those who have some trust in them (49%).  In comparison, 71% of people trust Aboriginal groups for information, 67% trust the First Nations government, and 57% trust the media.

Interestingly, all levels of government are less likely to be trusted to be the source for Aboriginal information than all other sources. The provincial government (49%) is the least trusted of the three government levels as a source of information on Aboriginal issues. Municipal governments (55%) are most likely to be trusted, while the federal government is in the middle of the two at 51%.

First Nations Communities Contribution to the BC Economy
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British Columbians are pretty much split down the middle when asked how much First Nations communities are contributing to the BC economy. Forty-eight percent think First Nations do contribute to the BC economy and 48% think First Nations contribute little or nothing.

Awareness of First Nations Business or Economic Development
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Please rate how much you would trust each of the following sources of information on Aboriginal issues.
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British Columbians are generally unaware of the business or economic development of First Nations in their community. In fact, 63% say they are unaware versus only 36% of British Columbians who are aware. 

British Columbians from the Interior are more aware (51%) of First Nations business and economic development in their community than and any other region in the province, especially when compared to Lower Mainlanders who are very unaware (72%).

Awareness tends to increases with age. Seventy-two percent of 18–34 year olds say they are unaware compared to 38% of 35–54 year olds and 42% among those 55+ years.
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How much do you think First Nations communities are contributingto the BC economy?
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Can you think of a First Nations business or economic development initiative in your community?
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