
We’re optimistic.  
We believe environmental protection  
is compatible with a strong economy  

and a robust health-care system.
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About our cover

As Candace Savage notes in her brilliant 

book Bees: Nature’s Little Wonders 

(Greystone/DSF), we have much to learn 

from these tiny insects. They work  

in harmony to make things happen.  

They are both a crucial part of the environment  

and the economy, pollinating the crops that  

feed the world and providing honey and wax.  

They also supply us with an early warning about  

the state of the environment. 

The recent disappearance of bee colonies 

throughout the world should make us think 

twice about issues such as pesticide use and habitat 

destruction. We can’t live without these tiny, 

mysterious creatures that do so much for us  

and our small blue planet.

The photo, by entomologist Amro Zayed, is of a male 

hoary squash bee, an important pollinator of squash.



The current economic troubles are a good example of  

the principle that we can’t borrow more than we can afford  

to repay. But the issue is even more serious when it comes  

to the environment. We are consuming resources faster than 

the planet can replenish them. 

Both the economic and the environmental situation are important to the 

David Suzuki Foundation. The latter because, although we have had some 

important successes over the past year – as you’ll see in this Annual 

Report – we have a lot of work to do yet. Global warming is still a 

pressing issue, as is protection of ocean resources, species biodiversity, 

and natural habitat. 

But the economic meltdown is a big one for us as well, as we need 

steady financial support to continue the important work of the 

Foundation. In fact, our work is more crucial than ever. Scientists 

recognize that we are facing a number of tipping points in terms of 

our ability to live on a healthy planet, and some of the news lately, 

about extinction crises faced by mammals, songbirds, and amphibians 

and about global warming, is not good. 

On the other hand, we’ve seen significant progress in many areas, in part because of the 

work done by the David Suzuki Foundation. These include measures taken by provincial 

governments to combat global warming, municipal and provincial bans on chemical lawn and 

garden pesticides, greater areas of the northern boreal forest being set aside for protection, 

and much more.

We hope that you will continue to support the important work of the David Suzuki 

Foundation, especially in these difficult economic times. Consider it an investment  

in our future!

D av i d  Su  z u k i  &  Ta r a  C ull   i s ,  c o - f o u n d e r s

message from  
the co-founders
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message from  
the ceo
My first year with the David Suzuki Foundation has been both 

fast-paced and exciting. As you’ll see in the pages of this report, 

we’ve dealt with a lot of challenges and succeeded in many  

of our efforts to protect the environment.

But we still have a lot of challenges ahead, and I believe we are ideally 

positioned to meet them. We’ve added a new team, under the direction of 

our science director, Dr. Faisal Moola, to help address the serious problems 

of species biodiversity loss and habitat protection. 

Although we’ve had a strong support network in Quebec for years, we opened a fully staffed 

office in Montreal, which, along with our offices in Vancouver, Ottawa, and Toronto, gives us  

a more national presence in both of Canada’s official languages. And we are working to expand 

our outreach and public engagement capabilities, with an emphasis on reaching youth.

We share a fundamental belief that addressing environmental issues takes effort at all levels  

of society. We’re working with governments, business, communities, and individual Canadians  

to bring about the kinds of changes needed for a sustainable country and a sustainable world,  

and to bring them about in a way that benefits all of us. 

We’re optimistic. We believe environmental protection is compatible with a strong economy  

and a robust health-care system.

We’re heartened not only by the 40,000 active donors – including 43 foundations and 9,000 

people who donate monthly – who make it possible for us to do our work, but also by the many 

Canadians who have made efforts in their own personal lives and who have engaged with us  

and inspired us in working for positive change.

And finally, we’re moving into the future with some planning and new ideas. In January 2008,  

we embarked on a Long Term Direction Project to help us develop a vision for the next decade. 

We’re in the process of finalizing this important project and will provide more information about 

it in next year’s annual report and with updates throughout the year.

Thanks. 

P e t e r  R o b i n s o n , C EO
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stay up to date  
and get connected!
Our annual report is published, well, as the name implies, only once a year.  

But there are many other ways to stay on top of Foundation information,  

from our latest research to eco-friendly recipes.

Here are a few ways to stay in touch with us all year round for free:

• Take the David Suzuki Nature Challenge: www.davidsuzuki.org/NatureChallenge/

• Subscribe to our weekly Science Matters column: www.davidsuzuki.org

• Receive Queen of Green updates: www.davidsuzuki.org/NatureChallenge/QueenofGreen/

• Join one of our Take Action initiatives: www.davidsuzuki.org/Take_Action/

• Become a member of our Facebook community: tinyurl.com/DavidSuzuki

• Get breaking news with an RSS feed: www.davidsuzuki.org

T he   sacred       ba  l ance    

The quotations heading each program section in this Annual Report are taken  

from the best-selling book The Sacred Balance: Rediscovering Our Place in Nature,  

by David Suzuki and Amanda McConnell (David Suzuki Foundation/Greystone Books). 

Although the book was first published in 1997, a special 10th anniversary edition  

was published in 2007. 

The new edition has been extensively revised. In it, David Suzuki reflects on  

the many changes the world has seen recently and examines what they mean  

for our place in the world. His basic message remains the same:  We are 

creatures of the Earth, utterly dependent on its elements, which are not just 

external factors, but are incorporated into our very essence. 

We believe the book is just as timely today and that it offers a great overview 

of the ideals of David Suzuki and the Foundation.

The Sacred Balance was also made into a four-part television program,  

which is available on DVD.
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H E A L T H  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T

Healthy citizens depend on a healthy environment. We have developed a proposal for  

a national environmental health strategy, Prescription for a Healthy Canada, which we 

released publicly last September at the annual general assembly of the Canadian Public Health 

Association. We’re working with health organizations and others, including the Canadian 

Cancer Society, the Canadian Medical Association, and the Conference Board of Canada, 

to advance this cause and make Canada a healthier country. We’ve also been working with 

At the David Suzuki Foundation, we are committed to helping Canada achieve 

sustainability within a generation, as outlined in our report of the same name. This 

year, we got one big step closer when the Government of Canada passed the Federal 

Sustainable Development Act, based on model legislation created by the Foundation.   

Early in the year the Foundation released the groundbreaking Pricing Carbon: Saving 

Green report as part of the Foundation’s campaign to have Canadian governments put 

a price on carbon. We later saw a carbon price at the centre of almost every party’s 

platform in the 2008 federal election. This, along with the many other initiatives we 

have been involved with, demonstrates that Canadians are justifiably proud of our 

country and its clean water and air and incredible diversity of resources and wilderness. 

And they know it is something they can’t take for granted, that it often takes a lot of 

effort to protect what we have and improve those areas where we’ve been negligent.

sustainability
p rogram       high    l ights    4

When we forget that we are embedded in the natural world,  
we also forget that what we do to our surroundings we are doing  
to ourselves.
						      –  T h e  Sac  r e d  Bala    n c e

Sustainability goes to Parliament.
How many environmental organizations  

can boast a Federal Act that governs  

nearly every aspect of the environment?  

DSF sustainability policy adviser Pierre 

Sadik was all smiles when the David Suzuki 

Foundation’s template legislation came to 

fruition in the National Sustainability Act, 

which passed with all-party support in the 

House of Commons in the summer of 2008.



firefighters and scientists to get a ban on toxic PBDE flame retardants. In June,  

we co-presented our critique of Canada’s inadequate approach to managing PBDEs  

at the annual scientific conference on brominated flame retardants.

Our work in Ontario with leading health organizations, such as 

the Registered Nurses Association of Ontario and the Ontario 

College of Family Physicians, has led to a provincial ban on 

cosmetic lawn and garden pesticides, as well as a move by 

several large retail stores to stop selling toxic pesticides. 

The report we produced in collaboration with the Quebec 

environmental group Equiterre, called Pesticide-Free? Oui!, 

was influential in the development of Ontario’s pesticide 

ban and we are encouraging other provinces to follow suit. 

In B.C., municipal politicians voted at their 2008 annual 

convention to support a province-wide ban. And our David Suzuki 

Digs My Garden contest got more than 5,000 Canadians involved in the cause.

E C O S Y S T E M  S E R V I C E S

The traditional way of looking at the value of a forest or watershed is to consider only the 

dollar value of timber or other resources in the marketplace. But this accounting system has 

left out the very real economic values provided by ecosystem services. Plants and soil filter 

our water, making it clean enough to drink. Forests absorb and store carbon, slowing the pace 

of global warming. Forests also provide recreational opportunities for humans and habitat for 

animals. But how do you place a value on that? Our report 

Ontario’s Wealth, Canada’s Future: Appreciating the 

Value of the Greenbelt’s Eco-Services concludes that 

the protected areas surrounding Hamilton and Toronto 

contribute $2.6 billion worth of non-market ecological 

services to the province each year!

sustainabi          l it  y 5

Pollinators.
Humans rely on bees 

and other critters 

that pollinate plants, 

but some of these 

critters are in trouble. 

That’s why the David 

Suzuki Foundation 

enlisted the help of 

Bob MacDonald of 

CBC Radio’s Quirks 

and Quarks, celebrity 

gardener Marjorie 

Harris, and bee expert 

Dr. Laurence Packer to 

promote its two new 

Toronto pollinator 

guides at a number of 

events. The companion 

guides let people know 

which bees, butterflies, 

and other pollinators 

live in the area, and 

how to attract them  

to home gardens.

photo: use one 
from Greenbelt 
report



S ustainab        l e  seafood     

Making the most sustainable choice when planning or ordering a seafood meal is one of the 

easiest and most effective ways for Canadians to ensure our fisheries continue to provide 

food and employment. We’ve been working with our SeaChoice partners to help individuals 

and businesses make those sustainable choices. We 

released a SeaChoice Business Guide to help fish 

wholesalers and retailers and restaurant owners with 

their seafood-purchasing decisions. And we’ve worked 

with restaurants in Toronto and Vancouver to draw 

attention to the importance of sustainable seafood 

and to show that seafood can taste even better if you 

can eat it with a clear conscience. We also worked 

with organizations from across Canada and the 

United States to develop a common vision for  

a sustainable seafood industry.

Canada is a large country – but many Canadians may be unaware that 40 per cent 

of the country is ocean. Add to that the lakes, rivers, and streams that make up our 

freshwater environments and you can see that we are blessed with an abundance of 

water and all the great things it brings. But the opportunities and benefits provided 

by our oceans, lakes, and rivers – fish to eat, clean water to drink, employment 

for thousands of Canadians – are threatened by human activity. The David Suzuki 

Foundation has been working with partners, governments, and individual Canadians  

to make sure Canada manages its waters and fisheries in ways that will ensure that  

we continue to enjoy these resources and benefits for generations to come.

The David Suzuki Foundation’s 

Lana Gunnlaugson and 

SeaChoice’s Taina Uitto helped 

host a sustainable seafood event.

oceans &  
freshwater conservation

The water molecules that perfuse every part of our bodies have 
come from all the oceans of the world, evaporated from prairie 
grasslands and the canopies of all the world’s great rain forests.
						      –  T h e  Sac  r e d  Bala    n c e

Good fish farming.
The David Suzuki 

Foundation has been 

working with great 

success to show that 

fish farming can be 

done in a way that 

doesn’t harm the 

environment. A study we 

produced with several 

partners, Thriving 

Economies, Healthy 

Oceans, looks at the 

way fish and seafood 

are being farmed 

around the world 

using closed system 

aquaculture.

p rogram       high    l ights    6



P R O T E C T I N G  M A R I N E  E C O S Y S T E M S

Canada’s government has identified five large ocean areas in which it plans to implement 

integrated management efforts. This initiative would ensure that ocean management does 

not look just at individual resources in isolation from one another but instead brings all 

stakeholders into a process that considers all elements of the ecosystem when making 

decisions about conservation, sustainable use, and economic development.

Unfortunately, action has been slow in coming, as can be seen from a Marine Protected Areas 

Report Card the David Suzuki Foundation released with its partners at the Living Oceans 

Society and Sierra Club B.C. The report card found that Canada has not been doing as 

good a job as Australia and the U.S. when it comes to creating Marine Protected Areas. 

One area that has been identified for integrated management 

is a rich and bountiful environment off the North Coast 

of B.C. referred to as the Pacific North Coast Integrated 

Management Area, or PNCIMA. 

The David Suzuki Foundation has worked with a number 

of partners to promote integrated management in this 

area. We released a technical report, State of the Ocean 

Environment in the Pacific North Coast Integrated 

Management Area, and a user-friendly public report, 

B.C.’s Bountiful Sea, to prod the government into joining 

First Nations, whale watchers, fishers, tourism operators, local governments, and 

the shipping industry and conservation organizations in ensuring this and other marine 

ecosystems remain healthy long into the future.

Wild salmon.
The David Suzuki 

Foundation released 

three key reports 

about the serious 

threats to wild 

Pacific salmon. High 

and Dry investigated 

destruction of 

salmon habitat in B.C., 

An Upstream Battle 

analyzed declines and 

prospects for 10 B.C. 

salmon stocks, and 

Returning Salmon 

looked at integrated 

planning and the Wild 

Salmon Policy in B.C.

oceans       &  freshwater           conservation            7



Global warming is one of the greatest threats we face on this small blue planet.  

But around the world, people, businesses, governments, and non-profit organizations 

are showing that the solutions to this threat can also help solve some of the world’s 

economic problems. 

Continuing to rely on diminishing non-renewable resources such as oil and gas and 

nuclear power for economic prosperity is a recipe for disaster. But we are seeing  

more and more that countries that invest in renewable energy, such as wind and solar, 

are creating stronger economies and more employment while addressing the serious 

problems caused by waste and emissions. 

At the David Suzuki Foundation, we’ve been working with governments, amateur  

and pro sports associations, businesses, and individuals to find ways for people to live  

in a sustainable and prosperous world.

p l a y ing    it   coo   l ,  meeting        the    cha   l l enge  

They don’t call them world-class athletes for nothing! Our Olympians and hockey and 

football players have to travel a lot to compete in national and international playing arenas. 

Although we should all work to reduce the amount of carbon we are responsible for putting 

into the atmosphere, we must find ways to reduce our impact when we do have to travel. 

One way to do this is to go carbon-neutral through measures such as purchasing credits 

whereby the money is invested in projects like wind farms or solar installations that help 

reduce the amount of carbon emissions into the atmosphere.

More than 520 NHL hockey players and 50 winter and summer Olympic athletes have joined 

us in our carbon neutral and Play It Cool efforts by purchasing Gold Standard offsets when 

they must travel for training and competition.

And although we’re dreaming of a white 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver, we’ve been 

working to make sure they’re green as well. We joined up for the launch of our report, 

Meeting the Challenge, with representatives from the Vancouver Organizing Committee 

for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games (VANOC). Meeting the Challenge, 

a discussion paper for VANOC, reviews current information on climate change and 

recommends ways for VANOC to move toward carbon-neutral Games.

solving global warming
Now that we understand the repercussions of the finite nature  
of oil and gas and the buildup of greenhouse gases when we use 
too much, we can turn our creative energies to finding alternatives, 
especially by harvesting the energy flooding onto Earth from the sun.
						      –  T h e  Sac  r e d  Bala    n c e

Workshops  
for business.
In 2007, the David Suzuki 

Foundation partnered 

with the Pembina 

Institute and Ecotrust 

Canada on a pilot 

project to offer a series 

of three workshops 

for local businesses 

in British Columbia on 

measuring emissions, 

reducing emissions, and 

going carbon neutral. 

Ten businesses, ranging 

from a furniture 

manufacturer to a 

wilderness resort 

lodge, participated 

in the pilot and had 

the opportunity 

to gain skills and 

knowledge associated 

with greenhouse gas 

management, and also 

to share their ideas and 

experiences with other 

businesses. 
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encouraging            green      p ub  l ic   p o l ic  y

At the David Suzuki Foundation, we realize that addressing serious environmental issues  

like global warming requires efforts from all levels of society. And success often depends  

on policies and legislation from municipal, provincial, territorial, and federal governments. 

We’ve been working to encourage and help governments at all levels to do what is 

necessary to reduce the use of fossil fuels and other non-renewable sources of energy  

while switching to renewable sources.

In July 2008, with advice from the David Suzuki Foundation and the B.C. Climate Action 

Team (of which our CEO, Peter Robinson, is a member), the B.C. government released 

the most comprehensive climate change plan in Canada, with a carbon tax, a $1 billion 

investment in climate action, and a ban on conventional coal-fired power. Three other 

provinces – Ontario, Quebec, and Manitoba – have joined B.C. in committing to placing 

a cap on industrial greenhouse gas emissions. And nine provinces have agreed to adopt 

California tailpipe standards to improve the fuel efficiency of Canada’s vehicles by  

30 per cent by 2016.

Like B.C., Ontario has also created a Climate Change Secretariat, with our CEO,  

Peter Robinson, sitting as a member. And, following our request, the Ontario government 

lifted its moratorium on offshore wind-power installations.

Foundation climate staff also participated in the development of the Western Climate 

Initiative’s framework for a cap-and-trade system to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Ontario, Quebec, B.C., and Manitoba are members of the WCI, as are seven U.S. states 

including California, Oregon, and Washington. 

The Foundation’s report, Provincial Power Play, highlighted 

the actions of each of Canada’s provinces and territories on its 

efforts (or lack thereof) to combat global warming.

Hot Properties. 
The David Suzuki 

Foundation was 

commissioned by the 

Real Estate Institute 

of B.C. to investigate 

the effects of climate 

change on B.C.’s 

land development 

sector. The REIBC is 

implementing the 

recommendations of 

the resulting report, 

Hot Properties. 

The REIBC now has a 

dedicated committee 

on climate change 

issues that looks 

into challenges 

climate change poses 

for the sector, and 

communicates these 

findings to  

its membership. 

so  l ving     g l oba   l  warming       9



N O R T H  O F  5 0  V I C T O R Y  I N  O N T A R I O

Protecting Canada’s northern boreal forest is essential to making sure sensitive species such 

as polar bears, caribou, and wolverines are able to survive in intact habitat. But the boreal 

is also essential in efforts to slow the pace of global warming. Boreal forests and peatlands 

absorb and store significant amounts of carbon. 

In July 2008, Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty committed to protect at least 225,000 square 

kilometres of Ontario’s Far North boreal region under a Far North Planning initiative. This 

region absorbs approximately 12.5 million tonnes of CO2 from our atmosphere each year. 

The David Suzuki Foundation has 

advocated for such protection and 

is a member of the province’s Far 

North Advisory Council, which 

will work with government, First 

Nations, and local communities  

to provide advice and input to the 

Minister of Natural Resources  

on the content of the legislation 

to govern land-use planning  

in the Far North.

D S F  H E LP  S  O N T A R I O  A D O P T  
A N  E N D A N G E R E D  S P E C I E S  A C T

As part of the Save Ontario’s Species Coalition, the David Suzuki Foundation helped bring 

into being an Endangered Species Act for the province in June 2007. The Act has been lauded 

as a gold standard in Canada. Now we’re working to ensure that the Act is implemented 

properly. To this end, the David Suzuki Foundation is involved as a watchdog, monitoring 

policy development and permit and exemption granting. The Foundation also sits on the 

Species at Risk Program Advisory Committee, which makes recommendations to the Ontario 

Minister of Natural Resources about programs, strategies, and educational outreach.

terrestrial conservation
As we reflect on our fundamental needs as social animals,  
it is clear that families and communities assured of biodiversity, full 
employment, justice and security constitute the real non-negotiable 
starting point in the delineation of a sustainable future.
						      –  T h e  Sac  r e d  Bala    n c e

Science director  
heads new program.
David Suzuki 

Foundation science 

director Dr. Faisal 

Moola has been 

appointed to run the 

Foundation’s newest 

program, which will 

help address the serious 

problems of species 

biodiversity loss and 

habitat protection.  

Dr. Moola is a practising 

scientist and has 

published widely in 

scientific journals on 

many topics in the areas 

of wildlife biology, 

conservation, and 

environmental policy. 

He has conducted 

research in some 

of Canada’s most 

significant wilderness 

areas, such as the 

great northern Boreal 

Forest, the old-growth 

rainforests of British 

Columbia, and the 

Acadian woodlands  

of Atlantic Canada.
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I T  P A Y S  T O  P R O T E C T  O L D - G R O W T H  F O R E S T S

A study sponsored by the David Suzuki Foundation and its allies shows that, in most cases,  

it makes more economic sense to conserve forests than to cut them down. 

Dollars and Sense: The Economic Rationale to Protect Spotted Owl Habitat in British 

Columbia uses computer modelling to assess three different conservation scenarios in old-

growth forests near Vancouver that are home to highly endangered northern spotted owls. 

The study concludes that when a conventional, narrowly focused method of assessing the 

value of forests is broadened to take into account the value of forests as carbon storehouses, 

recreation sites, and sources of products other than timber – such as wild mushrooms – 

increased conservation usually wins out over logging.

In 72 of the 81 scenarios considered, the researchers find that increased conservation and 

less logging delivers higher economic returns than current levels of logging and conservation. 

In the remaining nine cases, status quo logging appears to have a slight economic edge, but 

only if log prices do not fall and if little value is placed on the role forests play in capturing 

carbon from the atmosphere.

“We are excited by these 

findings and keen to see 

what further research on the 

economic value of forest 

conservation shows when 

the full spectrum of forest 

values, such as protecting 

water supplies, is considered,” 

says Foundation science 

director Faisal Moola.

Natural capital.
Natural Capital 

refers to the Earth’s 

ecosystems as stocks 

or assets that provide 

resources and a flow 

of services, and should 

be factored into 

economic equations 

about the value of 

resources. Ecosystem 

goods and services 

are the collective 

benefits derived from 

natural ecosystems 

and include products 

like clean drinking 

water and services such 

as the decomposition 

of wastes. The 

conservation of 

natural ecosystems is 

also vital because of the 

carbon they store and 

the habitat they provide, 

including migration 

corridors for species  

as the climate changes.

terrestria          l  conservation            11



David Suzuki’s Nature Challenge is much more than just 10 things you can do right 

now. It is about being involved in a conversation with all Canadians about living in 

balance with the natural world that sustains us. That’s why the 

Nature Challenge began its own blog, the Green Room. The 

Green Room is a place to ask questions and share advice and 

knowledge with the David Suzuki Foundation and people across 

Canada and around the world. It’s Green Living made easy.

D I G S  M Y  G A R D E N

Now in its second year, the David Suzuki Digs My Garden 

campaign has truly blossomed. Digs My Garden encourages 

Canadians – with the help of Gnome Suzuki – to get their gardens 

off drugs by going pesticide-free. Five thousand people voted and more than 500 

people entered their photos and stories. The winners in each category proved not only that 

many Canadians have green thumbs, but that they care deeply about clean air, clean water, 

and clean food from clean soil. This year, it had the added bonus of a gardening community 

springing up on its own in our blog, the Green Room. Contestants were also sent pesticide-

free gardening tips and do-it-yourself videos.

nature challenge
Each person, group or organization working towards a different 
world may seem powerless and insignificant, but all of them can add 
up to a force that can become irresistible.
						      –  T h e  Sac  r e d  Bala    n c e

A well-known gnome.
B.C. artist Elaine Brewer-White created 

a David Suzuki garden gnome to help 

publicize the David Suzuki Digs My 

Garden contest and spread the word 

about making gardens truly green. 

Gnome Suzuki was so popular that 

we had to clone him. We had Dustin 

Carlson, a B.C. sculptor and garden-

art manufacturer, cast some concrete 

gnomes that will be hand-painted  

by art students and sold as a 

fundraiser for the Foundation.

Gail Spring won 

the Outstanding 

Ornamentals 

(Individual) category 

in our David Suzuki 

Digs My Garden 

contest with this 

photo of her garden 

in Dundas, Ontario.

p rogram       high    l ights    12



The Digs My Garden contest comes to life because of the stories behind the gardens,  

from the High Park Children’s Garden in downtown Toronto, which started as a program to 

reclaim an unused and unsafe area in the park, to the YWCA Vancouver Rooftop food garden 

that provides high-quality, organic produce for a family resource centre. Gnome Suzuki made 

appearances in backyard and community gardens and will be back in the spring.

Q U E E N  O F  G R E E N

Responding to Canadians’ voracious appetite for practical advice on how to 

incorporate sustainable practices into their everyday lives, the Queen of Green, 

aka Lindsay Coulter, an outreach coordinator with the Foundation, has become a 

regular fixture on television and radio shows. Covering topics from making your 

own safe cosmetics to teaching your kids about birds and their valuable place in 

the ecosystem, the Queen of Green continues to drive home the importance of 

protecting Canada’s rich biodiversity through the choices we make every day.

Tips, recipes, and videos from the Queen of Green are now available to all Canadians and 

anyone else through the magic of the Internet. Overwhelming letters and emails led to 

the establishment of the Queen of Green as a regular feature in our Nature Challenge 

newsletter and on the Foundation’s website. 

N A T U R E  C H A LL  E N G E  A T  W O R K

Understanding that sustainable choices can be made part of our daily lifestyle is a core value 

of the David Suzuki Foundation. The Nature Challenge successfully launched an ambitious 

new program to help realize this goal by taking on workplaces. The Nature Challenge  

at Work Toolkit is designed to help all kinds of workplaces incorporate sustainable practices 

into their culture – from double-sided printing to installing solar hot-water heaters –  

no matter where they are on the green-living scale.

Nature Challenge at Work took off with Deloitte Canada’s annual 

Impact Day in Toronto, where employees were given a training 

workshop by Foundation staff. Armed with the Nature Challenge 

workplace toolkit, these new volunteers went to various non-

governmental organization offices to demonstrate how they 

could create healthier, happier, and more efficient and economical 

workplaces by going green in ways that fit their style.  

The Foundation will continue to train more volunteers to carry  

the message into many more workplaces across Canada.

Cosmetic solutions.
Our Queen of Green, 

Lindsay Coulter, led a 

“Green Spa” workshop 

for enthusiastic 

Foundation volunteers. 

They made shampoo 

and toothpaste and 

learned how to lower 

their personal toxic 

loads. (Did you know 

the typical man uses 

nine personal-care 

products each day and 

most women use up to 

12, containing over 

100 potentially toxic 

chemicals?)
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The David Suzuki Foundation is one of the most trusted voices on Canadian 

environmental issues, thanks in large part to the knowledge, dedication, and skills  

of our 60 staff members and scores of volunteers. 

Our different program areas are supported by administration, member services, 

volunteer services, communications, and development. We also maintain a large pool  

of short-term contract researchers, analysts, and scientists.

In addition to our paid staff, we are fortunate to attract talented volunteers from 

all walks of life. They bring a wealth of experience and expertise to our activities. 

Throughout the year, volunteers play an integral role in the Foundation’s day-to-day 

operations. Our volunteers provided thousands of hours of support to every aspect  

of the Foundation’s activities this year. 

R e p resenting          the    F oundation       

On behalf of the Foundation, our volunteers have appeared at several events, presentations, 

and trade shows. They routinely answer questions from the public, distribute brochures, assist 

in the mailing of our materials, and encourage individuals to join the Nature Challenge. 

V o l unteer       committees        

Our volunteers play an important role on various Foundation committees. Our Executive 

Committee, Board of Directors, and Council of Elders are made up of volunteers who 

generously give their time to help find solutions.

Publishing books 
about sustainability.
Since 1990, the 

Foundation has 

released books on a 

range of subjects that 

spread the message 

of sustainability 

around the world. Our 

publishing program 

has added to our 

reputation as leading 

scientific thinkers 

on environmental 

issues, and our books 

are an important 

resource for scientists, 

conservationists, and 

the general public.

staff & volunteers

Volunteers making a difference. 
Sitting: Gerry Bachmayer, Jen Overend

Standing: (Staff member Brandon Crichton), 

Aaron Quesnel
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  1 Calvin Jang 
  2  Rebecca Kinakin 
  3  Jason Curran 
  4  Andre Seow 
  5  Mayu Takasaki 
  6  Dan Maceluch 
  7  Justin Smallbridge 
  8  Lana Gunnlaugson
  9  Ian Hanington
10  Jennifer Rodriguez
11  Kenneth Eng
12 Dave Waldron
13 Shannon Moore
14  Deborah Carlson
15  John Werring

16  Aryne Sheppard
17  Erika Rathje
18  Lindsay Coulter
19  Monique Brown
20  Ryan Kadowaki
21  Michelle Molnar
22  Laura Behan
23  Paul Lingl
24  Gail Mainster
25  Kim Vickers
26  Ian Bruce
27  Ashley Arden
28  Nina Legac
29  Leif Andersson
30  Wendi Branchard

31  Margo Metcalfe
32  Janice Williams
33  Eli van der Giessen
34  Alissa Horii
35  Siri Kramps
36  Nicholas Heap
37  Elois Yaxley
38  Nelson Agustin
39  Akua Schatz
40  Bill Wareham
41  Helen Stortini
42  Heather Murray
43  Marie-Claire Seebohm
44  Jeffery Young
45  Derek Martin

46  David Suzuki
47  Tara Cullis
48  Peter Robinson

Missing 

Andrea Foster
Autumn O’Brien
Corey Peet
Erika Ponsford
Faisal Moola
Gerald Richardson
Heather Deal
Jay Ritchlin
Jenny Silver
Jodi Stark

Katie Loftus
Kim Lai
Lorraine Tanner
Michelle Connolly
Morag Carter
Panos Grames
Randi Kruse
Sari Sikstrom
Scott Wallace
Sheldon Leong
Siobhan Aspinall
Susana del Rio
Vicki Martens

Vancouver staff
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Ottawa
From left: Leanne Clare,  

Rachel Plotkin, Lisa Gue,  

Pierre Sadik

Missing: Dale Marshall

Toronto
From left: Sana Khan,  

Simone Hicken, Amy Hu,  

Dominic Ali, Katie Harper

Missing: Mark Lutes,  

josÉ etcheverry

Montréal
From left: Karel Mayrand,  

Nadia Moretto,  

Isaak Pageot-Le Bel

Missing: Julie Tremblay
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Dr. Paula Bourner
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Greg Boyce
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Eric Boyko
Gwen & Harry Boyle
Patricia A. Bradbury
Ian Brameld & Rachel Brameld
Thomas C. Brayshaw
Oliver Breeze
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Elaine Brewer-White
Allan H. Brewster
Beverly Brilz
Helen & Andrew Brink
David Bristow
Sally A. Brodrick
Margaret-Ann Brooks
Susan Brown
Casey Brown
Josh Brown
Rachel C. Brown
Brown School Parent Council
Georgina Brunette
Glad Bryce
Jan M. Buijk
Buildgreen Developments Inc.
Greg Bulbeck
Joe Bulman
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Burgess
Linda & Royal Burke

Susan Bannerman
James Bannochie
Ann Barnes & Mark Gobuty
John A. Barnhill
Robert Bartman & Tanya Sood
Carolyn J. Bateman
Brad Batten & Marla Allison
Nelly Bauer
Devony Baugh & Jeff Churchill
Dr. Nancy Baxter
BeachTek Inc.
Lorna Beairsto
Wallace Beaton  

& Katherine Green
Martin-Alexandre Beaulieu
Dr. D. J. Beaudin Professional 

Corporation
Pippa Beck
Gwenne & John Becker
Lesley A. Bell
Meredith Bell
R. Bruce Bennett  

& Anne Simmonds
Margaret Benson
David & Trudi Berger
Anne Berube
Supriti Bharma
Susan & Peter Bibbings
Thomas K. Biggs
Frank Bilotta
Jean-Sebastien Binette
Michael & Anik Biollo
Blackline Systems Corporation
Ron Blechner & Suzanne Cook 
Bleinheim Ecumenical House 

Church
Randy Boates
Judy & Paul Bock
Bodwell Academy
Ann & Stephen Bone
Clare Booker
Garner Bornstein

Bruce & Claudia Burns
Susan & R. J. Burns
Laurie Burton
Busby Perkins  

& Will Architects Co.
Business Objects
Jean-Sébastien Busque
Joyce Buxcey
C & C Packing Inc.
C. L. Copland Family 

Foundation
Dr. Jane Cameron
Canadian Labour Congress
Mike Cannell  

& Judith Desbrisay
Kathleen P. Carrick
Blair Casey
Cawthra Park Secondary 

School Green Club
Anne Caza
Ward Chandler
Dave Chang
Chris Chapman
Fabien Charbonneau
Clifton Charie
Remi A. Charron
Martin Charron
Jason Chartrand
Richard Cherney
Cherryhill Village Mall 

Merchants Association
Leslie Chesick
Christie Chhatwal
James Chisholm
Carole Christopher  

& Rick Pollay
Frank Chute
CITT
George Clark
Bernard Clark
Rob Clarke

thank you  
to our donors!

Sterling & Sandra Clarren
Dr. David Cleveland
Dr. Richard Cline
Julia Cochrane
Bruce Cockburn
Lucille & Paul Coleman
Dave & Bonnie Collacutt
Dr. Sarah Colwell
Common Ground Publishing Corp.
William H. and Nora Hickson 

Kelly Fund at the Community 
Foundation of Ottawa

Como Diffusion Inc.
Concertmasters Inc.
Paul Connelly
Judith Cook
Brian Cook & Cynthia Whitehead
Luc Corbeil
Countrywide Garden Ornaments
Jane Cowan
M. Kathleen Cowan
Dr. Edgar Cowtan
Crawford Creek Lumber Co. Ltd.
Al Crittenden
Christopher Crowe
Robert Croxford
Diane & Allan Crytes
Hugh Culver
Joan Currie
Eugeniusz & Elizabeth Danowski
Nicholas D’Aoust
Anita Dave
Sylvain David
Brian Davidson
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
William Davis
Dr. Carl Davis
William A. Davis
Mary V. Day-Ringwald
Michael & Honor de Pencier

Barbara Vengshoel 
and David Suzuki

Ted Grand and Tara MacLean 
with daughter Flora

The David Suzuki Foundation’s work greatly depends on donations  

of many individuals, foundations, and companies. We thank all of you 

for your generous support during our fiscal year.  The donors listed 

below supported program activities between September 1, 2007,  

and August 31, 2008.

The Suzuki Sustainability Circle and the Suzuki Leadership Circle 

recognize the special individuals whose cumulative annual donations 

of $500 or more signify their exceptional commitment to the 

environment and the work of the David Suzuki Foundation.

Donors with a leaf symbol a next to their names are supporters 

of the David Suzuki Endowment Fund. This legacy will support the 

advancement of environmental science and education in perpetuity.
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Kelly Danniels, David suzuki, Norm Danniels
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Brenda Weaver
Stuart F. Webster
Dale Weiers
Debbie Weiers
Stephen Wellman
Freda V. Wells
Ian Werker
Peter & Mary Wesik
Mark West
Michelle Wheeler
Carol S. White
Annabelle White
Jane Whiteley
Jeffrey G. Whiting
William & Anne Whitla
Andrew Wiens
Jason Wilcox
Tandi Wilkinson
George & Helen Will
Lorraine Williams
David Willis
Terri Wills
Anthony Wilson
Jesse Wilson
Alisa & James Wilson
Women and a Wall
Angela Wong
Edward A. Wood
Jack Woodward
Daisy Woolnough
Janet L. & Ronald Wortel
Mike Wotton
Tracy Wright
Mark & Anne Wright-Gedcke
XE.com Inc.
Elois & David Yaxley
Richard Y. Yoshimura
Dr. Jean Young
Zaikow Agencies Ltd.

Edward Kholodenko 
and david suzuki
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Brenda Hornby
E. Lois Hubert
Eric Hughes
Ninette Hunziker
Mieko Ise
Marjorie Johnston
Peter Jolly
Lili Kennedy
Marsha G. Kriss
William Laird
Sylvie Leblanc-Wong
Thomas Legrand
John Liss
Linda Love
Michael David Lysack
Donald & Carol Lyster
Jonathan Maister
Blanche Matthews
Deirdre McEachern
Donald S. McMurtry
David H. McNeill
Judith & Robert Millar
John K. Mitchell
Marion Morgan
Patsy & Frank Mueller
Mark Muller
Bob & Helen Nation
Carol Norman
Daryl & Yvonne Noullette
Anne & Donald O’Conner
Maureen Olofson
Bill & Joan Paterson
Gabrielle Perreault
Toni M. Pieroni
David Planedin & Irene Mock
Lanny & Frances Pollet
Laura Polomark
Barb Potter
Dr. Ian Prattis
Peter A. Robinson
Ed Rooney
Patricia Roozendaal
Brian Rudrick
Sophie Sadowsky
Arthur J. Setka
Joyce & Denis Sjerve
Richard A. Smith
Caroline Smith
Peter M. Steele
James & Doris Sutherland
A. Albert Taves
Debbie & Ken Thomas
Joyce Tomboulian
Robert Trepanier & Joanne 

Durocher
Jane Trimble
Joan S. Trimpol
Mary L. Tucker
Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Van Dongen
Dr. Eva Voigt
Heinz Vollenweider
Allan & Audrey Walsh
Brenda Weaver
Cynthia Zuccaro  

& Ernst Becker

Estate and  
legacy gifts
Estate of F. Lois Andrew
Estate of Helmut Franke
Estate of Francis Hitchens
Estate of Dr. David  

Purser Jones
Estate of Alan Mackenzie Keith
Estate of Rixford Knight
Estate of Victor MacKlin
Estate of Mary Polovnikoff
Estate of Wilbert Riley
Estate of Oscar Rogers a
Estate of Douglas Waneck
Estate of Bryce Waters

Employee charity 
Giving programs 
These programs allow employees  
to donate a portion of their salary 
to the David Suzuki Foundation. 

4Charity Foundation Inc.
Adobe Systems Incorporated
ADP Canada Co.
Ahuja Family Charitable Giving 

Foundation
All Charities Campaign – 

Province of Manitoba
AMD Matching Gift Program
ATCO Gas
Bell Canada
Bentall Employee Group

Bird Family Fund at Strategic 
Charitable Giving Foundation

BMO Employee Charitable 
Foundation

Broadridge
Canadian Association  

of Chain Drug Stores
Canadian Tire
Corporation of the City  

of Kitchener
EJC Charitable Fund at Strategic 

Charitable Giving
Helping Hands of WorksafeBC
Hydro One Inc.
IBM Employees’ Charitable Fund
Investors Group Matching Gift 

Program
London Life Employees’  

Charity Trust
Mary Maitre Fund at Strategic 

Charitable Giving Foundation
Microsoft Matching Gifts 

Program
OPG Employees’ & Pensioners’ 

Charity Trust
Provincial Employees 

Community Services Fund
Sun Life Financial
TD Waterhouse Private Giving 

Foundation
TELUS
The Hydrecs Fund
Travel Underwriters

suzuki  
leadership  
circle 
$250,000–$999,999
The Bullitt Foundation
The Jim Pattison Foundation
Pomerleau
The British Columbia Marine 

Planning Fund of Tides 
Canada Foundation

Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation a

R. Howard Webster Foundation

suzuki  
leadership  
circle 
$1,000,000+
Stephen R. Bronfman 

Foundationa

Keenan Family Research  
and Policy Fund  
in Sustainability a

The Lefebvre Charitable 
Foundation a

Power Corporation  
of Canada a

suzuki society 
The Suzuki Society is composed  
of individuals who have honoured 
the Foundation with a legacy gift.  
We proudly honour the foresight  
of these members who partner  
our work for future generations. 

Maxine Adam
Clayton & Whilhelmina 

Arkesteyn-Vogler
Doris Arnold
Teena Bogner
David & Brenda Booker
Patrick Bowyer
Georgina Brunette
Eulalia Carlson
Kathy Chambers
Randall Chappel
Dr. Nicholas P. Clague
David & Nancy Colwill
Dan Courcy
Dorothy C. Cutting
Stella Dodge
Dale Everton
Miriam Farbiasz
Kathleen Ferns
George & Mary L. Field
Lin Fitzgerald-Rogers  

& Ronald Rogers
Gertrude Forest
Jutta Fulford
John M. Gall
Remo Gambioli
Helen & Gerald Gilavish
Fred & Christina Godbolt
Dr. Allan Gold  

& Mrs. Linda Gold
John & Joyce Good
Mona M. Harper
Roberta D. Harris
Simone Hicken
James Hoggan & Enid Marion

David suzuki, Jeff Beck,  
and lynn suderman

suzuki  
leadership  
circle 
$10,000–$99,999
Cynthia G. Adelson
Bentall Capital
Body Plus
Canadian Federation of Students
Canadian Imperial Bank of 

Commerce
Catherine Donnelly Foundation
Comart Foundation
Deloitte
Eden Conservation Trust
EnviroFund at Vancity 

Sustainability Group
G. Raymond Chang Ltd a
Gencon Foundation
Great-West Life
Ted Grand & Tara Maclean a
Stephanie Green a
Mark & Jenny Guibert
Janis Hamilton a
James Hoggan & Associates a
Keith D. Honeyborne a
Jonathan & Josephine 

Hutchinson
Kiessling/Isaak Family 

Foundation at the Toronto 
Community Foundation

Michael & Barbara Keilhauer
King Pacific Lodge
Lambton College
Maimonides Hospital 

Foundation
The J. W. McConnell Family 

Foundation
Don McMurtry  

& Gloria Howe a
Charles Mitchell a
North Growth Foundation
ONE Group
The Langar Foundation
Questrade Inc
Richard J. Renaud
Research in Motion
Carol Robertson
Peter Robinson
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Harley Rothstein  

& Eleanor Boyle a
John, Carryn & Caymus Ruffolo
The Bennett Family Foundation
The Gerald Schwartz and Heather 

Reisman Foundation a
Universal Music Canada 
Barbara Vengshoel
Dr. Roy & Mrs. Ellen Sutherland 

Fund at the Victoria Foundation

suzuki  
leadership  
circle 
$100,000–$249,999
Ray C. Anderson  

Foundation Inc.
John Bankes a
Dr. Tara Cullis a
Friends of the Greenbelt 

Foundation
John & Joyce Good a
Dr. David Suzuki a
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statement of revenue 
and expenses
Year ended August 31, 2008, with comparative figures for 2007

R evenue    

E x p enses   

Programs

Operating costs (schedule 2)

Fundraising

Donations from foundations

Public donations

Other revenue

Climate Change

Public Education

David Suzuki Foundation – Québec

Four Great Rivers (Tibet)

Oceans and Sustainable Fisheries

Nature Challenge

Science and Conservation

Sustainability

Other programs (schedule 1)

$   2,405,859

5,073,684

288,315

$      956,850

1,342,758

432,105

126,089

1,060,872

54,741

265,606

815,388

43,197

Total

Total

Total

Excess (deficiency) of revenue  
over expenses

7,767,858

$      229,959

7,537,899

1,121,727

1,318,566

5,097,606

6,659,849

$   (256,709)

6,916,558

929,762

1,207,377

4,779,419

$   1,867,676

4,435,538

356,635

$     834,184

1,146,410

5,221

112,661

1,070,077

103,247

206,580

706,324

594,715

2 0 0 8 2 0 0 7
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P r o g r a m s

oceans and sustainable  
fisheries 20.81%	

climate change 18.77%

sustainability 16%

dsf – quÉbec 8.48%

science and conservation 5.21%

four great rivers (tibet) 2.47%
nature challenge 1.07%

other programs 0.85%

programs 70.46%

public education 26.34%

administration 14.88%

fundraising 14.66% 	

public contributions 54.67%

foundation grants 42.23%	

	

other revenue 3.11%	 	

r e v e n u e  a n d  e x p e n s e s 23
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Jim Fulton
1950–2008

I
t is with tremendous sadness that we bid farewell to our great friend  

Jim Fulton, who passed away in December after a three-year battle with 

cancer. He was 58.

	 Jim took the helm of the fledgling David Suzuki Foundation in 1993  

as its first Executive Director, bringing his vast experience from 13 distinguished 

years in Ottawa as a Member of Parliament and as the hub of every battle to save 

a river or fish. At the DSF, Jim worked energetically and joyfully for 13 crucial 

years, guiding the Foundation from a small environmental organization to a 

nationally recognized leader in science-based environmental advocacy, research, 

and education.

	 His larger-than-life personality and can-do attitude made him an 

inspiration to all who knew him. His matchless imagination brought innovative 

strategies to our efforts, and a special magic to our lives. We are deeply grateful 

to Jim for his intelligence, for his friendship, and for the enormous contribution 

he made as leader of the David Suzuki Foundation.

For more information about Jim, please visit www.davidsuzuki.org/Jim_Fulton.



The David Suzuki Foundation is committed to reducing and offsetting 
its greenhouse gas emissions through its carbon neutral program. Since 
2004, staff have carried out an annual inventory of the greenhouse gases 
produced by our activities. For fiscal year 2007–08, four major emissions 
sources were identified: electricity, staff commuting, paper use, and air 
travel. Total greenhouse gas emissions from these sources amounted to 
183.63 metric tonnes of CO2e.

Each year the Foundation purchases high-quality Gold Standard carbon 
offsets equal to its total greenhouse gas inventory. Carbon offsets are 
credits from projects such as wind farms that reduce the amount of 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases that would otherwise be 
released into the atmosphere.

In addition, staff continue to look for ways to reduce emissions 
wherever possible.

f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m at i o n

www.davidsuzuki.org/Climate_Change/What_You_Can_Do/carbon_neutral.asp

David Suzuki Foundation Greenhouse Gas Emissions 2007–08 

total: 183.63 tonnes

note: These figures have not been audited.

Foundation Air Travel  65%  
(120.1 tonnes)

Paper Use  17%  
(30.52 tonnes)

Staff Commuting  14%  
   (26.17 tonnes)

Electricity  4%  
(6.85 tonnes)

2211 West 4th Avenue, Suite 219
Vancouver, B.C., Canada  V6K 4S2
Tel 604.732.4228
Fax 604.732.0752
contact@davidsuzuki.org
www.davidsuzuki.org 

The David Suzuki Foundation is a non-profit federally 
registered charity. 

c h a r i ta b l e  r e g i s t r at i o n

(bn) 12775 6716 rr0001

u.s . charitable registration

#94–3204049

Pour obtenir la version française du rapport, cliquez sur  
www.davidsuzuki.org/About_us/Newsletters.asp

photos Amro Zayed (cover); Kent Kallberg/kallbergstudios.com 
(pages 1, 2, 10–Faisal Moola, 15); courtesy Friends of the Greenbelt 
Foundation (5); Will Chen (7); Rolf Hicker, hickerphoto.com (9); 
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Dominic Ali (16–Ottawa, Montreal); Jason Curran (16–Toronto); 
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21–fish); Ian Lindsay/Vancouver Sun (22)
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7.79 trees preserved for the future

10 kg. waterborne waste not created

12,518 litres wastewater flow saved

166 kg. of solid waste not generated

326.6 kg. net greenhouse gases prevented

5,514,800 btus of energy not consumed

Savings from the use of emission-free  
wind-generated electricity:

170 kg. air emissions not generated

Displaces this amount of fossil fuel:

25 cubic metres natural gas unused

Savings from the use of wind-generated electricity 
are equivalent to:

not driving 653 kilometres OR planting 25 trees

Eco-audit environmental 
benefits statement

This annual report is printed using vegetable-based inks on 
Mohawk Options paper, made with 100% post-consumer 
recycled fiber that is processed chlorine-free. This paper 
is independently certified by Green Seal and the Forest 
Stewardship Council and is produced using wind-powered 
electricity. By using this environmentally friendly paper, 
the following resources have been saved:
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We’re optimistic.  
We believe environmental protection  
is compatible with a strong economy  

and a robust health-care system.

p e t e r  R o b i n s o n , C EO
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