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"When I'm Sixty-Four" (Raging Grannies) 
(2000) 34/2-15 

All back issues are available for $5.00 ($5.50 
non-members) from: 
CSTM Back Issues, 
224 20th Ave. NW, 
Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada 
T2M 1C2. 

From the President 
Leslie Hall is the President of the Canadian Society for Traditional Music. 

I am happy to announce the next Annual General Meeting of the Society will be 
held in Vancouver; B.C. Please check this issue of the Bulletin for specific dates and 
events. Many thanks to Norm Stanfield for taking this on. I would also like to thank 
some of the the CSTM volunteers who have toiled ceaselessly and without glory for, 
in some cases, many years: George Lyon and John Leeder, who co-edited the Bulletin 
for many years; Lome Brown, for taking this task on; the irreplaceable John Leeder 
for his valuable work as Secretary; James Prescott, our Treasurer, who has provided 
extremely detailed financial statements and advice; our website operators Gord 
Sherrett and Heather Sparling; past Journal editor Jay Rahn and current Journal 
Editor Gordon Smith and our archivist Bill Sarjeant. All of these people have worked 
tirelessly for the benefit of the Society and deserve our heartfelt thanks. I will be 
resigning as President of the Society at the Vancouver meeting. I finally have the 
chance to do some travelling after a very hectic twelve years of teaching at Ryerson 
University, so I plan to travel to both Cuba and Europe in 2002. I am also looking 
forward to several Latin festivals in Toronto this summer so that I can hone my Latin 
dance skills (such as they are). I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible for 
our 2001 meeting in Vancouver. 

Leslie Hall Ryerson University 
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The Golden Vanity 
(Child #286) 

Ballad of the 
Month 

By Lorne Brown 

T he Golden Vanity is one of the most popular of 
all the Child ballads, thereby giving lie to 
those who claim the best Child ballads are the 

earliest ones. Only nineteen ballads follow this one 
in Child's famed collection of 305 traditional 
ballads. 

Child called it The Sweet Trinity, and put 
Golden Vanity in brackets. His logical reason for 
so doing was because the earliest version he could 
find was a broadside published by the famous 
Samuel Pepys in 1682-5: Sir Walter Raleigh 
sailing in the Low-lands: Shewing how the famous 
ship called The Sweet Trinity was taken by a false 
gaily, and how it was again restored by the craft of 
a little sea-boy, who sunk the galley... 

Essentially, the story is this: a ship is 
threatened by a foreign ship. The captain asks 
aloud who can sink the enemy ship and the ship's 
boy, or cabin boy, volunteers, having first asked 
what's in it for him. The desperate captain offers 
gold and silver and his own daughter in marriage. 
The boy dives overboard, swims to the foreign 
ship, and sinks it with an auger. Upon returning 
to his ship and claiming his reward, he finds that 
the captain has changed his mind and will not 
take him up on board. 

There are various endings to this ballad, a 
fact which intrigues storytellers greatly. 
Storytellers know that while details of a story can 
change, the essential plot does not. The prince 
does not marry Cinderella's step-sister; that would 
an entirely different story! 

But there are many endings to the Golden 
Vanity: The captain sails away and the boy 
drowns. The boy swims around to the other side 
and his shipmates take him up, unfortunately too 
late, and he dies on deck where he is given a 
sailor's funeral and lowered back into the water. 
Sometimes the boy threatens the captain that he 
will do the same to him as he did to the enemy 
ship; the captain, under duress, picks him up and 
gives him his rewards. 

Why so many endings? Child theorizes that 
the initial ending in Pepys is so weak that it 
inspired others to create different endings. Here is 
the Pepys ending: 

"You promised me gold and you promised me 
fee, 

Your eldest daughter my wife she must be." 
"You shall have gold and you shall have fee, 
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