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John Leeder, Review Editor 

Please send your reviews, or items to be 
reviewed, to John Leeder,, 224 20th Avenue NW, 
Clagara AB, Canada, T2M 1C2, 
leeders(Simicleus.com 

All of the items in the list below have come to 
us since last issue. Some will be reviewed in 
upcoming issues; others are there so you'll 

know about them. 

Books 

Tom Russell and Sylvia Tyson (eds.). And 
Then I Wrote: The Songwri ter Speaks . 
Arsenal Pulp Press, 103 - 1014 Homer St., 
Vancouver, B.C. V6B 2W9; 1-888-600-PULP; 
[blaine@arsenalpulp.com]; [www.arsenalpulp.com] 

A Peak In 
Darien 

Multimedia CD 

Various. Bervy. AVE-004. Project "My 
Ukraine", B. Khemelnitsky St., 44, Office 313, 
01030, Kyiv, Ukraine; 
[ArtEkzyst@artveles.kiev.ua] 

Recordings 

Marcel Beneteau. A la table de mes amis: 
Viei l les chansons du Detroit , vo lume III. PC 
003. Disques Petite Cotes Records, 247 Esdras 
Place, Windsor, Ont. N8S 2M4; 
[petitecote@hotmail.com] 

Margaret Bennett. In the S u n n y Long 
Ago... CDFSR1708. Tartan Tapes, 17 Redford Dr., 
Edinburgh EH 13 OBL, Scotland; 
[footstompin@tartantapes.com]; 
[www.tartantapes.com]; Portland America 
Distributing, 496 Congress St., Portland, ME 
04101-797-3868, U.S.A. 

Beyond the Pale. Routes . BCD 134. Borealis 
Recording Co., 67 Mowat Ave., Suite 233, Toronto, 
Ont. M6K 3E3; [brc@interlog.com]; 
[www.interlog.com/~brc] 

Black Lodge. Weasel Tail's Dream: The 
Tradition Continues. CR-6337. Canyon Records, 
3131 West Clarendon Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85017, 
USA; [canyon@canyonrecords.com]; 
[www.canyonrecords.com] 
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Brown Ale. Heads Up! TM0006. Brown Ale, 
39 Windermere Crt., Brampton, Ont. L6X 2L5; 
[fitsmith@netrover.com] 

Liz Doherty. Last Orders. CDFSR1702. Foot 
Stompin' Records, c/o Tartan Tapes (address 
above); Portland America Distributing (address 
above) 

David Gogo. Halfway to Memphis . CBR 
0232. Cordova Bay/Ragged Pup Records, 3717 
Harriet Rd., Victoria, B.C. V8Z 3T3; 
[dbaxter@vordovabay.com]; [www.cordovabay.com] 

David Greenberg & Doug MacPhee. Tunes 
Unti l Dawn. Narquis, 30 Kenilworth Ave., 
Toronto, Ont. M4L 3S3 

Ken Hamm. Cross t h e River. NTCD2K01. 
Bobbie Blue, #321, 215 Oswego St., Victoria, B.C. 
V8V 2B5; bblue@islandnet.com; 
khamm@islandnet.com 

Eugene Krauss. Cueball. EKCD-001. 
Eugene Krauss, 5385 Manson Ave., Powell River, 
B.C. V8A 3P6; [goatlakeeugene@aisl.bc.ca] 

Taj Mahal & the Hula Blues Band. 
Hanapepe Dream. T&M 017. AMOK Artist 
Agency, Box 12, Fergus, Ont. N1M 2W7; 
[amok@sentex.net]; Tradition & Moderne 
Musikproduktion, Keplerstrasse 28, 28203 
Bremen, Germany; [mail@tradition-moderne.com]; 
[www.tradition-moderne.com]; Festival 
Distribution, 1351 Grant St., Vancouver, B.C. V5L 
2X7; 1-800-633-8282; [fdi@festival.bc.ca]; 
[www.festival.bc.ca] 

Matapat . Pe t i t fou. BCD 133. Borealis 
Recording Co. (address above) 

Ellen Mcllwaine. Spontaneous 
Combustion. T&M 018. AMOK Artist Agency, 
Box 12, Fergus, Ont. N1M 2W7; 
[amok@sentex.net]; Tradition & Moderne 
Musikproduktion (address above); [www.tradition- 
moderne.com]; Festival Distribution (address 
above) 

Anthony Panacci. Eclectica Latino. 
Anthony Paniacci, 1102 Eastmouht Ave., 
Mississauga, Ont. L5E 1Z4; 
[anthonypanacci@hotmail.com] 

Paris to Kyiv. Prairie Nights and Peacock 
Feathers . Alexis Kochan, P.O. Box 2877, 
Winnipeg, Man. R3C 4B4; [info@olesia.com]; 
[www.paristokyiv.com] 

Verdell Primeaux & Johnny Mike. Bless the 
People: Harmonized Peyote Songs . CR-6317. 
Canyon Records (address above) 

Quartango. JUST 142-2. Just in Time 
Records Inc., 5455, rue Pare, suite 101, Montreal 
(Quebec) H4P 1P7; [jadro@justin-time.com]; 
[www.justin-time.com] 

Tim Readman. Into the Red. BC014. Tim 
Readman, P.O. Box 323, 916 West Broadway, 

Vancouver, B.C. V5Z 1K7; [tim@timreadman.com]; 
[www.timreadman.com] 

Mike Stevens. The World is Only Air. BCD 
132. Borealis Recording Co. (see above) 

Various. Voices Across the Canyon, 
Volume 5. CR-7056. Canyon Records (address 
above) 

La Volee d ' c a s to r s . CDLCD-1979. 
Productions Serge Pare Inc., C.P. 175, Succ. C, 
Montreal (Quebec) H2L 4K1; [pspare@total.net] 

La Volee d'castors. Par monts et par vaux. 
CDLCD-1955. Productions Serge Pare Inc., C.P. 
175, Succ. C, Montreal (Quebec) H2L 4K1; 
[pspare@total.net] 

Nancy White, Unexpected . BCD 131. 
Borealis Recording Co. (address above) 

The Romanian Society for 
Ethnnmusicology (which is aslo 
Romania's National Committee of the 
International Council for Tradit ional 
Music) is announc ing a new format 
for the yearbook European Meet ings 
in Ethnomusicology. Start ing wi th 
volume 8/2001, the periodica] will 
become larger and more 
comprehensive , and will include 
previously-unpubl ished academic 
articles by professional musicologis ts 
worldwide. It wil l be a competi t ive 
publication of international 
standards, publ i sh ing only original 
papers, and only in English. One of i ts 
attract ions to authors will be that 
standardizat ion will be avoided: 
authors will be required to follow 
only styl ist ic specif ic it ies imposed by 
their topics, methods and approaches . 

The editor is Dr. Marin Marian-
Balasa. who may be reached by emai l 
at mmbalasa@hades.ro. 
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Membership Survey, 2000 

This survey is entirely unscientific; it is compiled front-responses to the questions on renewal or new 
membership forms; Some people choose not to respond to the questions; others (e.g., new members 
who don't use the standard formi, or existing members in arrears) don't receive a form containing 

the questions. Nevertheless, the figures; and comparison'to previous years, may be of some interest. 

Number of responses: 40 
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Words and 
Music 

John Leeder, Review Editor 

Books/Recordings 

Allison Mitcham. Ivan Hicks: Fifty Years of 
Fabulous Fiddle Music. Lancelot Press Ltd., P.O. 
Box 452, Hantsport, N.S. BOP 1P0; 1996. 112pp. 

In Ivan Hicks: Fifty Years of Fabulous Fiddle 
Music, Allison Mitcham, a self-avowed fan and 
personal friend of Ivan and his wife and musical 

partner, Vivian, provides readers with a rosy-hued 
glimpse into their busy lives of performing and 
teaching. Beginning with the stories of Curtis and 
Bessie Hicks, Ivan's parents, who learned fiddle 
and guitar respectively as young adults, Mitcham 
provides a chronological, biographical account of 
Ivan's musical development and accomplishments. 
Sprinkled liberally throughout the text are maps, 
photos and illustrations (charming pen and ink 
drawings by the author's husband, Peter Mitcham, 
tha t evoke scenes of local music-making, dance 
halls and theatres). There is also a special "picture 
section" at the end, showing Ivan playing with 
many of the bigwigs of North American fiddling, 
and catering to the intended audience of this book: 
established fans of Canadian fiddling, and of Ivan 
in particular. 

Although the majority of the book focuses on 
Ivan and Vivian's musical activities (teaching, 
composing, performing, recording, etc.), Mitcham 
does discuss briefly other aspects of their lives: 
courtship and marriage, education, their careers 
as schoolteachers, and Ivan's struggle with cancer. 
She emphasizes their warm and generous 
personalities as much as their musical talents, 
at tempting to make them into real persons, not 
just musical stars. And yet at times the book reads 
more like an annotated CV than the stories of two 
down-to-earth and personable Canadian 
musicians. Yes, Ivan and Vivian are wonderful 
people, and yes, they have a long list of musical 
accomplishments and connections with the most 
important traditional musicians in North America, 
but I was left wanting more of their human story. 
The several confessional tales of Ivan's minor 
misdemeanors as a child just don't satisfy me: 
While they would be funny and entertaining as 
stage banter between Ivan and Vivian (something 
at which they excel, but which was not mentioned 
by Mitcham), they become too moralistic when 
writ ten down in Mitcham's serious and devoted 
manner. Similarly, the great stories of mishaps 
"on the road" would benefit from more of a 
storytelling mode, rather than the factual account 
of "this is what happened". Perhaps telling more of 
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