
From the Editor 
Summer time and the living is easy, so they 

say. I don't know about the easy part, but I do 
know that summer is a great time for seeing old 
and new friends, visiting old and new places, and 
singing old and new songs. 

This edition of the bulletin is sort of like 
summer: you'll find some old and new friends 
lurking between the covers (Oops! Not as 
suggestive as it sounds; sorry), some old and new 

places visited, and some old and new songs to sing. 
Remember that the strength of this Bulletin is really due to you, the reader. So keep sending 

your reviews to John Leeder, your songs to Michael Pollock and Maureen Chafe, and your ideas for 
articles, interviews, etc. to me, your kindly ink-stained editor. 

As can be seen from the cover picture, your editor spends a lot of time going around in circles. 
Sometimes even productively. 

Have a few song circles for me ... 
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Crack! 

Wherein Elinor Benjamin 
talks with Anita Best and 

w e get to listen 

Though I had never met Anita Best, she 
responded most graciously to my request to an 
interview. I had obtained her address from 

mutual friend, and storyteller, Katherine Grier. 
Katherine and Anita collaborated on evenings of 
storytelling and ballads at Cape Spear Lighthouse 
several summers ago. We planned to meet in St. 
John's in early July, but I was surprised one 
evening in June to receive a call saying she was in 
Corner Brook for several weeks working with the 
Anglican Diocese archives. We spent three 
pleasant evenings together - one of them in my 
attic studio/guestroom, and other two over good 
food and drink, first at our house, and then at 
Dino's pizzeria which overlooks the beautiful Bay 
of Islands. By one of those grand coincidences, 
Anita was pleased to discover that Dino's was run 
by the same charming Bulgarian couple who had 
run a restaurant she had frequented for lunch in 
St. John's a few years ago. 

Anita was born on Merasheen Island in 
Placentia Bay in 1948, almost a year before 
Newfoundland joined the Canadian Confederation, 
making her a member of the last generation of 
native Newfoundlanders. She remembers leaving 
this outport community just prior to its being re­
settled1- As a former teacher, she had much to say 
about the denominational school system and its 
shortcomings. We spoke, too, of the cultural 
dislocation and loss of community loss that 
resulted from resettlement. She spoke of her new 
company, Newfoundland Voices, through which 
she organized Voices at the Rim of the World, 
the popular summer Thursday evenings of song 
and story that take place at Cape Spear National 
Park. I learned more of her participation, with 
Pamela Morgan, in the company Amber Music2. 
Amber Music has now produced 10 music CDs, 
among them: Anita's recent CD of unaccompanied" 
ballads, Cross-Handed; The Colour of Amber, 
Pamela and Anita's fine duo album of traditional 
Newfoundland songs; Vive la Rose, the last CD of 
Newfoundland's charismatic fiddler, storyteller, 
and friend, mile Benoit; An Amber Christmas, 
featuring a talented array of Newfoundlanders, 
including Anita. Amber Music has also re-issued 
the albums of Newfoundland's ground-breaking 
band, Figgy Duff. Anita's respect for Pamela and 
the pride in Amber Music's accomplishment 
animated our conversation. 

We also talked of Anita's work as an archivist 
and the vast realms of hidden stories that lie in 
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