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Does Canada really rank
30th in world in terms
of health care?

The World Health Organization’s
(WHO) World Health Report 2000
(www.who.int/whr/200/en/report.htm)
ranked Canada 30th among 191 mem-
ber states in terms of overall health-sys-
tem performance. But what does the
number mean and how was it derived?

The performance ranking links over-
all health system achievement to health
system expenditure. Canada ranked 7th
in overall health-system achievement
and 10th in terms of health spending,
but fell to 30th when these 2 measures
were combined because the methodol-
ogy considers what could be achieved in
a country given the level of resources
available.

The WHO assessment of overall
health-system achievement was based on
the overall level of population health,
health inequalities within the popula-
tion, responsiveness of the system based
on patient satisfaction and how well the
system performs, how well people of
varying economic status feel they are
served by the system and the distribu-
tion of the health system’s costs.

The average level of health — where
Canada ranked 12th — is based on dis-
ability-adjusted life expectancy or the
expectation of life lived in equivalent full
health. Distribution of health is mea-
sured in terms of child-survival rates
across countries. Canada ranked 18th in
this area.

Responsiveness of the health system
was estimated based on individual sur-
veys that evaluated performance con-
cerning respect of persons (dignity, au-
tonomy, confidentiality) and client
orientation (prompt attention, choice of
provider, etc). Distribution of respon-
siveness reflected a country’s ability to
treat disadvantaged groups such as the
elderly and poor. Canada ranked 8th in
terms of level of responsiveness and
among the top 38 countries (36 coun-
tries tied) for distribution.

In terms of financial fairness, Canada
tied with 2 other countries for 19th po-
sition. — Lynda Buske, buskel@cma.ca
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