Iceland: Creating the Myth of an Extreme Island
Stefan Gössling

Just another (cold) island?

Tourist attractions: Iceland's main attraction is its scenery, particularly during late spring and summer. The rugged landscape includes geysers and hot springs in various parts of the country and numerous waterfalls streaming from the glaciers and volcanic fields. The major historic site, now a national park, is Thingvellir, where the world's first parliament convened. Outdoor activities, including camping, hiking, skiing, and horseback riding, are popular. Although Icelandic horses are smaller than others, they are held in high esteem because of their unique abilities in performing different types of trots and are exported worldwide. Golf courses are available throughout the country and international tournaments are held. River-rafting also is commercially available in a few places. Fly fishing for Atlantic salmon and various types of trout has been an important part of the tourism industry for decades, but licenses cost $3,000/person per day. Hunting is increasingly popular, mostly for geese, ptarmigan, reindeer, fox, and ducks. (U.S. Department of State 1997: 14). 

This largely persists as the image of Iceland: a cold water island on the Atlantic periphery, as ‘close’ to North America as to Europe.. The island is particularly attractive in “late spring and summer”; but then, the average temperature in July is 11°C. What, one wonders, can justify a trip to Europe’s expensive north-western outpost? 
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