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“From several vantage points we had seen glimpses of the dim and somewhat forbidding outline of Stewart Island. Rain storms had scudded across Foveaux Strait and inky storm clouds brooded over it. There had been no indication of the beauty that lies across the pendant island… Inland the green forests mount upwards, threaded by tracks which lure the visitor further and further into the bird-frequented bush which opens up here and there to reveal white sands lapped by the ever-changing water below, while overhead a horizon-wide gold and crimson sky is set on fire by the sinking sun” (Reed 1954: 404, 410).

“Stewart Island draws conservationists, eco-tourists and anybody wanting to experience one of the more obscure and most special outposts of the world” (Stewart Island Flights 2005).
Stewart Island is New Zealand’s third largest island. Lying at the southern end of the country, the island has long been a location of which New Zealanders have talked of in glowing terms as to its natural beauty but usually never visited themselves. Stewart Island is less than 35km from the southern coast of the South Island of New Zealand. The island is separated from the mainland by the relatively shallow Fouveaux Strait which has a maximum depth of 36 metres. Although Maori have had a presence on the island since the 1200s and Europeans from the late 18th Century, the biology of the island is relatively undisturbed when compared to the New Zealand mainland. 

