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Abstract

With approximately 250 tourists for the 2005 season, Nunivak, Alaska, is in its early infancy as a destination. This chapter contains a brief overview of the island’s main geographic, climatic, flora and fauna features, followed by a brief history, a description of the Cup’ig culture and the main organizations involved in tourism. A brief survey was used to obtain the opinions of key individuals. Results are discussed, starting with the concept of “islandness” and “special interest” versus “general” tourism. It is evident that there is a positive attitude towards tourism but not at the expense of the environment, culture or subsistence activities. Other surveyed opinions include: the potential for conflict between local people and tourists, the possibility of mass tourism, dependence and the problem of access. The conclusion is that the industry is in Butler’s (1980:7) “exploration” stage and that the island has the potential to increase visitor numbers but problems of access need to be addressed.
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