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Introduction

Banks Island is located just north of the 70th parallel in the Northwest Territories of Canada. It is the westernmost island of the Canadian Arctic Archipelago, and is about 400 km from north to south and 200 km from east to west. The island measures 67,340 km2, with elevations ranging from sea level to just over 600 metres. Although it is Canada’s fifth largest island, it is home to only one village, Sachs Harbour: the northernmost community in the Northwest Territories. 

According to Butler (2002), tourism in frontier/peripheral areas is characteristically small scale, and is consumptive in form, drawing on the natural resources of the region, for instance wildlife and hunting. Moreover, it is elite in nature and usually attracts foreign rather than domestic travellers. This is an accurate description that summarizes tourism on Banks Island. While tourism is occurring, it is not the ‘boom’ often associated with the industry elsewhere, notably other – warm water – island destinations. The economy on Banks Island is primarily based on hunting and trapping, and tourism does not appear to be a high revenue generator at this time. While Parks Canada and the Banks Island Hunters and Trappers Association record visitor numbers, the economic impact of these visits has not yet been calculated. In addition, because there has not been an influx of tourists to the island and standard tourism infrastructure has not been developed, the industry does not appear to be detrimental to the integrity of the island’s environmental or cultural life. Nonetheless, the apparent lack of impacts must be assessed taking into consideration the particular fragility island environments: because of their insularity, island ecosystems are fragile and vulnerable to impacts caused by tourists. 
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