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Islands
Models for our Planet - Metaphors for our World
Module: Islands: Models for our Planet – Metaphors for our World (interdisciplinary lecture series)
Core teachers: […..]
EC: 6

Module code: […..]
Study year: 2nd and 3rd year bachelor
Period: […..]
1 Introduction 

During this course we will make an imaginary journey to many of the islands that are scattered around the globe. How can they help us to understand our world? During this interdisciplinary lecture series we will regard islands as bio-physical and social (cultural, political, and economic) entities. We take an interdisciplinary perspective on questions regarding processes like evolution and migration: How do species and cultures evolve on a remote oceanic island? How does human migration influence island communities? How do plant and animal species arrive on even the remotest islands? To answer these and other questions we will make use of insights from different geographical disciplines (e.g. physical-, bio-, human-, cultural-, political-, and environmental geography).

What is an island?

Is it possible to identify any common characteristics that are shared by the thousands of islands across the world? We will find out that despite the wide diversity of islands, they do have some features in common. For example: a restricted resource base and (relative) isolation. Although most islands remained relatively isolated for many centuries, there always occurred some (biological or cultural) exchange with other islands and continents. Especially in the last centuries, islands have been influenced dramatically through colonization and globalization. 

Islands as model and metaphor

During this course we will focus on islands. However, with the term islands we do not only refer to a landmass surrounded by water. There are many other ‘islands’, isolated areas and bounded areas with constrained resources. We use islands as a metaphor to understand what it means to live with boundaries. Examples are: habitat patches of native vegetation in a human modified landscape and an isolated indigenous community in the Amazon rainforest. Even the Earth can be regarded as an island. This became evident after the first time the Earth was photographed from space, our planetary boundaries became clearly visible. 

During the course we will present some inspiring examples of how islands face current- and future environmental- and socioeconomic challenges. However, we will also discuss how island communities struggle with these challenges in a globalized world. How do islands deal with, for example, sea-level rise, invasive species, and a high dependency on food and fuel imports? 

2 Learning goals

After completion of this course, students should: 

1) have gained an understanding of the role of islands in the world and critically reflect on current debates in the field of interdisciplinary island studies: 

· Understand the role of islands in the development of existing and emerging scientific theories. 

· Critically reflect on concepts such as islandness, isolation, boundaries, and identity. 

· Critically reflect on the extent to which islands can be regarded as model and metaphor.

· Integrate insights from the social sciences, natural sciences, and humanities.

2) be able to recognize and describe which processes influence (or have influenced) the state of islands and their (biological and socio-cultural) communities:

· Recognize and describe how biological communities on islands are influenced by processes such as migration, adaptation and speciation, and extinction (amongst others).

· Recognize and describe how socio-cultural communities on islands are influenced by processes such as globalization, (de-) colonization, and migration (amongst others).  

3) be able to understand how spatial and temporal dynamics shape islands and their (biological and socio-cultural) communities:

· Understand island dynamics at timescales of millions of years, to millennia, to centuries, and decades. 

· Understand changes in the interactions among islands and between islands and continents through time.  

4) be able to understand and evaluate the current state of islands and the future role of islands in the world:

· Understand and evaluate the most important challenges and opportunities islands and the rest of the world (will) face during the coming decades.

· Understand and evaluate what can be learnt from islands while facing current- and future global challenges and opportunities.

5) have (further) developed their academic skills: 

· Apply the theory of the lectures and corresponding literature to a specific island.

· Analyze a specific case study and critically assess what lessons can be learnt from it.

· Write an individual paper that adheres to academic standards. 

· Reflect on the work of peers and provide constructive feedback.

· Reflect on your own work and incorporate feedback from peers.

· Discuss your findings among peers and draw joint conclusions. 

· Publish and present the results of group discussions in a coherent and appealing manner. 

3 Content
There are 12 meetings during the course: ten lectures, an exam and a symposium. All lectures will be held in the Roeterseilandcomplex (REC). Most lectures will be held in the M building at Plantage Muidergracht 12, some lectures will be held in the C building at the Nieuwe Achtergracht 166. The exam is in the IWO building, be aware this is quite far from the city center. The most recent version of the schedule can always be found here: https://datanose.nl/#course[42745]. 
	Date


	Title
	Lecturer
	Institute
	Location

	Lecture 1

Wk 44

Wednesday
28-10-2015
19.00-21.00
	
	
	
	Room

	Lecture 2

Wk 45

Wednesday
4-11-2015

19.00-21.00
	
	
	
	Room

	Deadline
	Preparatory assignment: indicate preference for topic and island. Also include preliminary research question(s). Submit before Sunday 8-11-2015 17.00. 

	
	
	Blackboard (fill in form) 

	Lecture 3

Wk 46

Wednesday
11-11-2015

19.00-21.00
	Announcement of group division and first meeting with group members (after lecture)
	
	
	Room

	Lecture 4

Wk 47

Wednesday 18-11-2015

19.00-21.00
	
	
	
	Room

	Lecture 5

Wk 48

Wednesday 25-11-2015

19.00-21.00
	
	
	
	Room

	Lecture 6

Wk 49

Wednesday 2-12-2015

19.00-21.00
	
	
	
	Room

	Lecture 7

Wk 50 Wednesday
9-12-2015

19.00-21.00
	
	
	
	Room

	Lecture 8

Wk 51

Wednesday 16-12-2015

19.00-21.00
	
	
	
	Room

	Deadline

	Deadline of individual paper (first version) on Monday 21-12-2015 before 17.00. 
	
	
	Blackboard

	Receiving feedback
	Read the individual papers written by the peers within your group and provide feedback before 06-01-2015. 
	
	
	E-mail

	Holidays 


	No lectures on 23-12-2015 and 30-12-2015 (in week 52 and week 53). 
	
	
	

	Lecture 9

Wk 1
Wednesday
6-01-2016

19.00-21.00
	Working within groups on book chapter (during second part of the lecture)
	
	
	Room

	Lecture 10

Wk 2
Wednesday 13-01-2016

19.00-21.00
	
	
	
	Room

	Exam

Wk 3
Wednesday 20-01-2016

19.00-21.00
	Exam

Please bring pencil and eraser.
	Exam
	
	Room

	Wk 4 Wednesday
27-01-2016

19.00-21.00
	Symposium: Presenting book chapters (approximately 10 min. per group).
	Student presentations. Everyone involved in the course is welcome!
	
	Room 1

Room 2

	Deadline 
	Deadline of book chapter (including final versions of individual papers) Wednesday 29-01-2016 before 17.00. 


	
	
	Blackboard

	Re-sit exam


	Re-sit exam

Please bring pencil and eraser.
	Re-sit exam


	
	Room


4 Literature

All of the compulsory reading material has been made available in an easily accessible manner via blackboard. It is recommended to read the literature before the corresponding lecture. Before you read the entire articles, start by reading the abstract, introduction, and conclusion. Be aware that for the paper assignment, it is required to use a selection of these articles as well. 
5 Course elements
The module consists of ten interactive lectures, a symposium, and an exam. The lectures will be presented by researchers from different (island) universities and research institutes from the Netherlands and abroad. During the first two months of the course, students will work on an individual paper focusing on a specific island and topic. During the last four weeks of the course, students will work in a group to finish their individual papers and combine them into a book chapter. The book chapter of each group will be presented during the symposium. 
6 Study load

The approximate total time for this course is 168 hours. This means that on average, 168/12= 14 hours per week should be spent for this course.
Table 1. Total study load

	 
	Amount
	hours per unit
	Total hours

	Presence lectures (# meetings)
	10
	2
	20

	Presence symposium and exam (# meetings)
	2
	2
	4

	Reading literature and preparing for exam (# pages, 7 pages per hour)
	480
	0,14
	69

	Working on individual paper
	60
	1
	60

	Working on group book chapter (hours)
	15
	1
	15

	Total study load
	 
	 
	168


7 Examination
The assessment of this course consists of an individual paper, a book chapter (group assignment), and an exam. There is a minimum grade for the individual paper (5.5), also the final grade of the course should be higher than 5.5. There is a re-sit for the individual paper (maximum grade: 6) and for the exam. There is no re-sit for the book chapter. 
Table 2. Details for the examination of the course.

	Part
	Weight
	Minimum grade 
	Re-sit
	Deadline

	Preparatory assignment
	
	Required*. 
	No
	See schedule

	Individual paper (first version)
	
	Required*. The paper should be sufficient** 
	No
	See schedule

	Individual paper (final version)
	50% of final grade
	Yes (5.5)
	Yes (maximum grade: 6)
	See schedule (same as deadline of book chapter)

	Book chapter
	10% of final grade
	No
	No
	See schedule

	Group presentation during symposium
	
	Required*** 
	No
	See schedule

	Exam
	40% of final grade
	No
	Yes
	See schedule

	* Each day the element is submitted later than the deadline leads to a deduction of 0.5 on the final grade for individual paper. 

** The first version of the individual paper should be approximately 90% finished. In case the first version of the individual paper is clearly insufficient, this will lead to a deduction of 0.5 on the final grade for the individual paper.
*** Absence during the symposium will lead to a deduction of 0.5 on the final grade for the individual paper.


8 Attendance

We have done our best to invite a wide range of inspiring guest lecturers. Each lecturer has spent time and energy to prepare an interesting lecture. Therefore, we expect students to be present during all the lectures and participate actively. During the symposium each group will present their findings. It is therefore required to be present during the symposium. For the benefit of everyone in the classroom, all classes will start punctually.

9 Fraud and plagiarism

The ‘Regulations Governing Fraud and Plagiarism for UvA Students’ of the UvA pertain also to this course. Fraud and plagiarism are defined as any act or omission on the part of the student which makes an accurate assessment of his/her knowledge, insight and skills partially or wholly impossible. 

When plagiarism or fraud is detected the board of examiners of the bachelor program will be informed and they will decide on measures based on the information of the lecturer and of the accused student.  When the board decides plagiarism of fraud has taken place the student has the chance of being excluded of all education for maximum one year.  For more information, see 
http://student.uva.nl/eco/az/content/new-students/exchange-students/upon-arrival/prevent-fraud-and-plagiarism/prevent-fraud-and-plagiarism.html 
10 More information

All relevant information on this lecture series will be posted on the blackboard site called ISLANDS 2014-2015. Blackboard functions primarily as virtual learning environment. Relevant literature, power points, grades and other information will be made available on this site throughout the duration of the course. Make sure you are properly signed up for blackboard, otherwise you will miss practical announcements as well. 

11 Contact information
Please contact […..] for questions and suggestions related to the content and practicalities of the course. […..] can be contacted for administrative and registration issues. 

Institute for Interdisciplinary Studies

University of Amsterdam
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