
                                                                 Island Studies Journal, Vol. 7, No. 1, 2012, pp. 67-96

The Portrayal of Islands and Islandness in Rock Music Lyrics
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ABSTRACT: This paper presents a first exploration, qualitative in character, based on a review of 412 songs produced in the period 1960-2009, about islands in rock music as both social products and social tools potentially contributing to shaping ideas, emotions, will, and desires. An initial taxonomy of 24 themes clustered under five meta-themes of space, lifestyle, emotions, symbolism, and social-political relations is provided, together with some proposals for further research.
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