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BOOK REVIEWS SECTION

Mansel G. Blackford (2007)Pathways to the Present: US Development and its
Conseguences in the Pacific Honolulu, HI: University of Hawaii Press (hardcoy68pp,
including footnotes and bibliographic essay. ISBN8-0-8248-3073-1. US$50.00.

This book is a linked set of essays on post Workal Wenvironmental politics and urban
planning in and around the Pacific Ocean. It spi@it from a study of the ‘healing’ of
Kaho’olawe Island, off Maui, in the Hawaiian islandhen out to Silicon Valley south of
San Francisco; and then on to Seattle, the Aledsiands, Hiroshima, Guam and (briefly)
Okinawa and American Samoa. The author, ManselkBad, is Professor of History at
Ohio State University, USA.

Some but not all the locations covered by the barekislands, and the introduction frames
the quite disparate studies in the context of amaonc region (like Braudel’s
Mediterranean, or the Atlantic) rather than ‘islastddies’. It cites Paul D’Arcy and the
late Epeli Hau’'ofa as proponents of the view thagams link as well as isolate islands. It is
as much about the Pacific Rim as the Pacific Idand

Of the islands, the text only looks closely at twWide first is Kaho’olawe, which was
subject to an extraordinary series of environmecitanges, brought about by indigenous
people, waves of settler commercial interestsléatheep and goats), and then restoration
as part of an indigenous renaissance in Hawaii.sBeend is Guam, where the focus is on
a series of environmental disputes. There are r&fsgences to the Philippines, Okinawa
and Samoa. The Aleutian Islands are discussed gesrerally in the context of Alaskan
resource politics and conservation.

The focus is on the United States, and its impagajnst a background historical idea of
the expanding frontier, leading to conflicts witindigenous people, and a rising
consciousness of the natural world that was bedsgih the process. That natural world
was recovered, domesticated, in suburbanizatioh ascthat which the author describes
around San Francisco and Seattle. The author eigamphasizes the impact of World
War Two, and the resulting US victory, as a keyaeiriof change in the region, which is as
true of the South Pacific as it is of the North.eTipostwar framing is shown most

painfully in his discussion of urban planning inréhima after the atomic bomb, and
pervasively in his discussion of the role of the N&vy in protecting its institutional turf

on Kaho’olawe (which was used as a firing rangedl, mnning Guam ‘as if it were a ship’.

The book shows the mixed blessings that the UStagyht to these territories. There was
exploitation of natural resources, such as comrakfishing and oil in Alaska, but also the
growth of federal government concern with environtaéconservation in the creation of
national parks, and requirements for environmeniapact assessments (the latter
providing much of the primary data for Blackfordiistory). The US absorbed many of the
peoples of the region as immigrants, or migrantkers. The US Navy had an ambiguous
relationship with indigenous people: taking landg @rguing through the courts to defend
its interests; but also insulating other land amtigenous people from some commercial
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pressures and exerting some control over immigraaad tourism. The US and its
expanding, and military, role in the North Pacifigite comparison with Australia’s active
role in the South Pacific today. The military haaleo been important in French colonial
rule in Tahiti. Issues of healing are also impartimm non-American islands and regions
devastated by mining (Nauru, Ok Tedi in Papua Newn€a) and nuclear testing in
Kiribati. As in Hawaii, indigenous people are aetim these processes, and the arguments
are often fought out in overseas courts.

The author writes in a warm, non-technical stylej the book is an engaging introduction
to the way environmental and business history daminate the study of islands and
oceanic regions. Blackford’s history of Aleutiastferies, for example, invites comparison
with Judith Bennett’'s larger history of forestry Bolomon Islands, which looks at
business, politics and the environmental issueackbrd’s book is a series of disparate
cases, without much clue as to why these (rathar tthers) were chosen. So the book’s
short concluding chapter only partly succeeds imding together the several themes
(indigenous rights, environmental justice, urbasnping, business history) that have been
examined at different scales, and locations, ingadier chapters. But the scale of the
author’s enterprise, along with the depth of hignests and knowledge, make the book a
success. Interesting for a political scientiste likis reviewer, were the author’'s remarks
about the role of political institutions in resalgi the conflicts he identified, and about the
role of the state in development. In this casee ‘ttate’ often amounted to local and
regional government, and the courts; but also égpmacetime navy in the islands, and the
military as consumers of the ideas and productdywed by Silicon Valley and Boeing on
the US West Coast.

The book is beautifully produced, footnoted andsilfated in an old-school publishing
way. The canoe on the cover, however, seemed mifi¢ading: a US navy vessel might
have been more to the point and the period. The ahdipe Pacific is only diagrammatic
(and offers an alternative spelling for the Hawaitase). Meanwhile, Google Earth could
quickly summon up aerial photos of an arid-lookifeho’olawe, Puget Sound, the Bering
Straits national park, and the various bays on Gtrenwere considered by the US Navy
for wharf sites. Google also now shows more detladut the ocean and seabed that link
places described in Blackford’s ambitiously widegig study.

Peter Larmour

The Australian National University
Canberra, Australia
peter.larmour@anu.edu.au
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Steven Hillebrink (2008Yhe Right to Self-Determination and Post-Colonial Gover nance:
The Case of the Netherlands Antilles and Aruba, The Hague, The Netherlands and
Cambridge, TMC Asser Press and Cambridge UniveRiggs, hardback, xvii + 355pp +
bibliography. ISBN: 978-90-6704-279-6. £65.00stdJ&%$130.00.

This collection of essays by Steven Hillebrink is autcome of a research project
undertaken at Leiden University, where the Royahledands Institute of Southeast Asian
and Caribbean Studies (KITLV) remains a world leadeinterdisciplinary, postcolonial,
social science research. The text connects withathieor's wide experience as a senior
civil servant with the Dutch Government. This iseed a rare privilege to be able to read,
in English, an up-to-date, well crafted book thatld with the mainly legal, juridical,
political and diplomatic challenges associated wgtiverning a clutch of sub-national
island jurisdictions that share a similar predicamé& the United Kingdom’s own
Overseas Territories (UKOTs). Thensemble of history, geography, economy and
environmental factors that impinge on each paricydrisdiction are invariably unique;
and yet the Hillebrink volume is one book that fia select literature which is now
looking at the patterned similarities in ‘islandinland’ relations that is developing within
federalism, paradiplomacy and international paiteconomy.

The focus of the book is on what used to be caledNetherlands Antilles: a set of six
small islands (five and a half, actually) that w&uetch colonies in the Caribbean and
which, unlike Suriname and Indonesia, have prefenet to seek full independence, and
remain part of a confederal arrangement called ‘Khregdom of the Netherlands’. (We
note here that the Netherlands, in turn, is a foughadnember of the European Union.)
Aruba was the first of these islands to seek artdiolstatus aparte (separate status as a
‘country’), which was granted in 1986; of the reSyracao, and the Dutch half of Sint
Maarten are nearing the end of a lengthy constitali process to obtain a somewhat
similar status. The remaining threeSaba, St Eustatius (Statia) and Bonaie now to
be ‘integrated’ as special municipalities of Theliglands.

The book grapples with the position of these istandder the rubric of international law,
and more particularly as it pertains to the relaglop between their ‘good governance’ and
the self-determination of their citizens. Exactiypatv kind of political animals are these
territories? They have been colonies, and they haweight to decolonize. But they are
not listed amongst the United Nation’s list of N8aH-Governing Territories. Does that
mean that have they been completely decolonized? teir informed peoples free to
‘choose’ to remain in ‘colonial subordination’? Ahdw does one make sure that they are
fully and properly informed? Since these politiese anested in a multi-layered
jurisdictional structure, what are the respectibbbgations and modalities between each of
these levels? And who gets to decide, sanctionets any changes in their respective
relationship? With six small jurisdictions prefegito steer clear of each other (there is,
for example, no love lost between Aruba and Curggaal with populations having voted
for a diverse range of constitutional options ispective island-based referenda over the
past few years, the situation is enough to chadlesngy jurist. While many of the parties
involved now appear to have agreed that the pdpulatf each island has the right to self-
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determination, what exactly this right entails “i@ns a point of contention” (p. 267). And
so it is likely to remain for the forseeable future

Yet, Hillebrink rises admirably to the occasion.eTihook engages the reader; it is critical,
meticulously annotated (with extensive footnotirag)d richly comparative in scope. It

provides a sustained argument about the meaningosttolonialism in contemporary

times. It is also refreshing to read a discussibthe situation of the Cook Islands, New

Caledonia and Puerto Rico, three sub-national dsjanisdictions under the purview of

New Zealand, France and the US respectively. Itespi glaring differences, they are

selected and presented as the best comparable lesaimphe Dutch cases. Companions in
jurisdictional messiness?

The ‘in-betweenity’ of such places as the CookswNealedonia and Puerto Rico is
awkward, because “... it creates a real or imagiesg@ansibility of the metropolis for the

internal problems of the territory, which is resghby some, and considered insufficient
by others” (p. 347). Hillebrink also identifies tigsue of international responsibility for

wrongful acts (of omission or commission) entertairby sub-national jurisdictions as a
“general problem” (p. 134).

Various puddles of sub-national jurisdiction haweeeged as the strong tide of2€entury
decolonization has ebbed. These range from formlenies and associated territories to
special regions or autonomous zones. These sutmaht(mainly island) jurisdictions
survive and operate within legal arrangements dhatoften perplexing, and can be easily
dismissed as anachronistic. Many have locally-etbagovernments that exercise full
control over domestic affairs; and yet, they openaithin the purview and oversight of a
larger, sovereign state. Where however, does oae the line between ‘self-rule’ and
‘shared rule’ in the context of multi-level juristion? Who, for example, is exactly
responsible for the non-payment of debts by atteral government, its default of
contractual (domestic or international) obligatioadack of local law enforcement, or the
maltreatment of aliens in its territory? Concerrystie metropolitan state about its sub-
national territory typically include the generaladjty of governance; level of corruption;
judicial policies; offshore financial dealings arfdost-September 11, 2001) terrorist
financing and border security. The right balancmams elusive and ‘turf wars’ are
normal.

No other type of territory has been so affectedh®ycolonial endeavour as have islands.
The smaller islands of the North Atlantic and Imdi@ceans and the Caribbean Sea were
the first territories to be colonized in the EurapeAge of Discovery; they have suffered
the colonial burden most intimately and thorougldgd have been the last to seek and
obtain independence, if at all. When Suriname (B@ayana) was making preparations to
achieve full independence in 1975, the leader @& $Suriname National Party (and
prospective Premier) Henck Arron, contacted hisntenpart in the Netherlands Antilles,
Juancho Evertsz, and asked him whether he woutbHesaislanders to join Suriname into
full sovereignty. The answer: “If you allow yourks& be hung, it does not mean that | will
do the same”.
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What John Connell calls ‘a lingering pause’ in thg&sumed irreversible path to full
sovereignty has now lingered enough to becomef itsel subject of keen academic and
policy inquiry. Hillebrink’s volume joins those &etty Sedoc-Dahlberg, Lammert de Jong
(in collaboration with Douwe Boersma and separateityh Dirt Kruijt) as well as Gert
Oostindie and Inge Klinkers as one the few, recdfnglish-language, academic
publications that authoritatively reviews the ewoty Dutch island Caribbean, and makes
an important contribution to both island studied &deralist scholarship.

Godfrey Baldacchino
University of Prince Edward Island, Canada
gbaldacchino@upei.ca

Calbert H. Douglas, guest editor (20(&istainable Development, Vol. 14, No. 2 (April).
Special IssueSmall Island States and Territories: Sustainablgel@@ment Issues and
Strategies - Challenges for Changing Islands iman@ing World. Wiley InterScience, pp.
75-147.

Volume 14, No. 2, oBustainable Development is a suite of seven articles brought together
by guest editor Calbert H. Douglas to focus on igedimensions of island sustainable
development. Douglas provides the reader with cdntelated to island sustainable

development issues and strategies, sustainabiitjcators, tuna fisheries and issues
pertaining to management of commons, tourism, sateaelopment, solid waste and

energy. This is a broad array of content indeed.

Douglas leads off the special volume with an editoThe author identifies key issues
related to global change and its interactions wjitiod governance and vulnerability to
hazards. He also speaks to assumptions regardiegettectiveness of multi-scale
regulation é.g. federal) on diverse subcultures where many islaetésn their own strong
identity. There is also discussion of uneven dgwalent in scenarios of scarce resources
and increasing demand. What he does well himselfl #arough his collection of
manuscripts, is to lay out the stresses that huemanbiophysical change place on islands,
and gaps in capacities that make assessment apthtola to change challenging. He
wisely underscores the conflicts that can arisewéenh stereotypical sustainable
development frameworks, and local priorities am@egple with immediate needs and
little buffer against changes in conditions. Hecagrect to keep coming back to specific
points related to hazards and governance. Anddhder is enlightened regarding island
economic issues throughout the volume.

Understanding that there are limitations in spacehie volume, there are a few areas
regarding small islands that are still likely tosdeve greater treatment. These critiques are
provided based on my specific experiences and vasens in the Western Pacific, which
is noted for its remote tropical locations, relatdisconnect from the industrialized world,
and cultural diversity.
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First, the burgeoning role of local or quasi-los#Os is quite important, especially in the
context of corrupt governments, or those which dbrapresent all island groups equally.
NGOs often self-identify as being less corrupt amate grassroots-oriented, and having a
goal to ‘do good’ in relation to specific missioanders are also sometimes finding them
good outlets for re-granting of their funds at theal scale to allow for local input in
dispersing money. This also allows them to avoidegoment structures. Therefore, NGOs
are a growing force in island spaces.

The second area for which space could be madetleeiarea of biodiversity. Islands are
renowned for their endemic species in both maring &@rrestrial environments. Many
island states are true biodiversity ‘hotspots.” Te¢wral triangle’ is evidence of this. And,

no doubt, cultural and biological preservation lmked. Along these lines, discussion of
international funding on islands would be helpfyiben the high level of dependency and
poverty. Of course, all of this is related to fraanted island physical geography.
Generally, what is both ‘good’ and ‘unique’ in istis could use greater play.

A final critique is the use of some language whgmore ambiguous than it needs to be.
As an example, the author states:

“The main problem that arises within some islaradest and territories relates to the
uneven dimensional typology discussed above and rdwirrent cycle of
problematic solutions.”

It may prove difficult to decode such a statement.

Another problem is the lack of maps throughoutubleime. It is difficult for most persons
to picture where all these locations are. The ediad guest-editor should have both
recognized this.

Despite these criticisms, this set of readingssesful for both exploring theory and simply
for understanding coupled human and biophysicatesys better. For example, the
discussion of the tuna industry is very useful. @oald imagine making that piece the
follow-up article to Hardin’s classic “Tragedy dig Commons” in a classroom setting.
The obvious links to Hardin’s theory are the intgronal seas and the roles of regulation
and voluntary agreement. And management of highlgratory species through
multilateral cooperation is of enormous importarice both fish stocks and island
economies.

In addition, McAlpine and Birnie’s work on how enmnmental indicators can be
established in communities such as Guernsey prewgecific place-based insight, and
also delivers some broadly accessible approachesrf@mnizing around the issue. And,
several of the articles, such as Chen’s “Develognanan Island Tourism Multi-
Dimensional Model,” integrate quantitative and dfasive methods in a practical manner.
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| recommend this special volume of “Sustainable éayment,” to those who wish to
better understand island challenges and opponisnitir adaptation in the face of growing
external pressures. The collection has value &snal-slone set, and also is a practical and
easy to digest complement for pieces on sustaihatiieory and community engagement.

William James Smith, Jr.

Department of Environmental Studies
University of Nevada

Las Vegas, USA
bill.smith@unlv.edu

Godfrey Baldacchino & David Milne (eds.) (200B)e Case for Non-Sovereignty: Lessons
from Sub-National Island Jurisdictions, 174pp, London, Routledge, ISBN: 978-0-415-
45550-3. CDN$ 182.50.

The popular conception of islands is that of seeaess, where different rules and
lifestyles apply — thé&Jtopia of Sir Thomas More, the island of William Goldisd’ord of

the Flies, Daniel Defoe’sRobinson Crusoe island. Islands, of course, are physically
separate, but in today’s world, for the human comitres that live on islands across the
world, no island is an island. It is more a matiEhow to relate to the rest of the world —
sovereign to sovereign, or more likely in one a thverse, complex, and context specific
non-sovereign ways dealt with in this bodke Case for Non-Sovereignty explores a few
of the many non-sovereign arrangements that islandgheir parent sovereign states have
developed, using conceptual models that, in mosts;ahave to be heavily caveated for
unique variations from a proposed norm as a resfupecific geographical, cultural,
political and historical contexts.

However, notwithstanding their separateness andvithdaility, islands share many

challenges and vulnerabilities. Even for the weattHike Guernsey in the Channel Islands
where | live, those vulnerabilities are lurking tjselow the surface, if not exposed and
causing trouble. What this book is really aboutsigvivability and sustainability as

recognised in the need to retain links with theeptrstate, rather than go down the
sovereignty route.

Not that it was always thus. Starting in 1944vhen Iceland became a sovereign state
there developed an expectation in the 1950s andsl@kiring the major period of

decolonization, that more small islands would joceland in becoming independent.
Indeed, some did. We are told that today the UnNedions has 39 sovereign island
members. However, this is a minority of islandsClmapter 2, by Kathleen Stuart, there is
a list of 116 sub-national islands and island geoufhis list sets the scene for the book,
because, from the 1980s onwards, sentiment chatmdtlie realization that perhaps
economic and social welfare was better safeguandedin the protection of, and

relationship with, a much larger parent state,eathan going it alone. The example of
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Tuvalu in the Pacific is given in John Connell’'sapker, an island with barely ten thousand
people which became independent with as much @épidas jubilation.

Post credit crunch, the catastrophic collapse efaltd’s economy, which occurred after
this book was written, reinforces the message pleahaps non-sovereignty status is the
best option in most cases.

Not that islands are not independent of mind, ieytare, and that comes out very strongly
through the chapters, with a series of examplaslafds constantly trying to negotiate the
best deal they can with their parent states withmrpromising their distinctiveness.
There is a suggestion at one point that such aeraegts put sub-national jurisdictions in a
sort of limbo. But that is to think within the cemxt of a binary conceptualization of
existence as either total sovereignty or total naggiion. In today’s globalised,
interdependent world, whether for island statesaifon states, shared sovereignty, or at
least adherence to international laws and regulstics the norm. The world is a messy
place.

What this book provides us with, through its setettof case studies, is a sense of the
continuum of non-sovereign arrangements which existind the world: from the near
sovereign island, which can pass its own lawsgrdgsown taxes, retain its identity, and
feel in charge of its own destiny, to the exampleg by Sandy Kerr in his chapter of the
complete suppression by mainland Colombia of themtitly of the San Andrés and Old
Providence archipelago. Where an island fits altmg continuum in large part will
depend on what juridical and socio-economic resesiIit enjoys. There may be context-
specific reasons as well; but, in general, the lo#ipa of the island community will
determine its degree of autonomy.

There are models which are offered to help us &tracour thinking and enable
comparative analysis of islands. In their chaplerome McElroy and Kara Pearce argue
that small island research is emerging using threedels: MIRAB (Migration-
Remittances-Aid-Bureaucracy), PROFIT or jurisdindf and the tourism-driven SITES.
There is a sense, though, of models which are tteataalthough they do provide
frameworks through which islands’ social, economand constitutional realities can be
discussed.

In two of the book’s chapters we are introducedhi® role of para-diplomacy, informal
diplomacy without the formal involvement of offitidiplomatic channels, as a description
of the communication channels that islands arebbsteng with third parties outside the
traditional ‘parent state—dependent island’ strrecturhis is an acknowledgement that
islands can benefit from the opportunities thathsliitkages bring, but also a reflection of
the flexibility of international arrangements inday’s world. And just to update Barry
Bartmann’s chapter where he states that the UK @mspendencies have not been drawn
to separate representation beyond their shoreg, thee all, in the last twelve months,
signed agreements with the UK formally allowing rthéo develop a para-diplomatic
function. This approach to international relati@pgpears to be an important way forward
for island jurisdictions.
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And where very small islands are not able to resmtineir own para-diplomatic function,
some can take advantage of membership of regimsiahd organizations, such as
CARICOM and the OECS in the Caribbean, to prombesartinterests other than with, or
through, their parent state.

Although this book was written before the world momic meltdown, it should prove of
benefit to island policy makers in helping them faymulate responses to the new
challenges they face. For any islands which aren¢pwith the idea of independence, and
which have not been put off by the current worldad) this book offers valuable research
based insights into the issues involved for whatvery emotional area of public debate.

This book provides an excellent review of the matof non-sovereignty for islands,
bringing together, as it does, a number of wrifexsissing on a range of issues. It has
given me a mature context within which to view mymoisland’s relationship with its
parent state, and | would thoroughly recommendwvbisme to any islander who wishes to
have an informed and intelligent perspective onirtimvn island’s international
relationships.

For me though, the one omission of the book isvtee from the metropolis, and | would
have liked to have seen at least one chapter wighperspective. We are though given two
interesting examples of parent state attitudeseinchapter, Elaine Stratford contrasts a
‘New Tasmania’, having a very positive view of lfsewith a mainland view of
Tasmanians as inward-looking mendicants who spkeail time plundering their island.
And in Gert Oostindie’s chapter, the Dutch viewtléir Caribbean islands is that they
provide few overall benefits yet oblige many respbitities.

Although not all islands are succeeding, the poiatle here is that for the vast majority of
islands, non-sovereign status is preferable. Aslibbk very much portrays, many islands’
main preoccupation is their relationship with the@arent state, but they have also
established a legitimate place in global econommd &gal structures, with Godfrey

Baldacchino being quoted as saying that althoul@imds are likely to stay anchored in
their sub-national status, they will be lookingebploit para-diplomatic opportunities. In

this recession-hit world, such capabilities arengdb become increasingly valuable.

Tony Gallienne

Guernsey College of Further Education
Guernsey, Channel Islands, British Isles
tonyg@np-group.com
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Harald Kleinschmidt (2008Ruling the Waves. Emperor Maximilian |, the Search for
Islands and the Transformation of the European World Picture c. 1500. Utrecht, The
Netherlands, Hes & de Graaf Publishers, xiii +4p5§132. ISBN: 978- 906194020-3.

This book is an engaging and very scholarly study® previously underestimated role of
the Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian 1 (1459-1519) time development of European
geographical ideas. Kleinschmidt situates his stndje context of the desacralization of
dominant theories about kingship between tHe a®d 1% centuries. From an earlier focus
on the divine right of kings to rule, there evolube theory that the role of sovereigns was
to represent their subjects’ interests and idestitAs a result of this change, the belief
developed that rulers could use their energiesdate new orders in the world (pp. 39-40).
Furthermore, by the IBcentury, exploration and nautical technology hedched the
point that ruling both land and ocean around thdduMoad become a real possibility, rather
than merely a commonplace of royal flattery (esalci pp. 206-207). One of
Kleinschmidt's themes is Maximilian’s efforts to-establish both the image and reality of
universal rule of the Holy Roman Empired. pp. 114-115; 166-174).

In his introduction, the author states that “Mudfhe verbal and pictorial sources on the
world picture around 1500 focused on the numbers lapations of islands and island
worlds in the ocean” (p. xii). This statement, tbge with the book’s title, lead us to
expect considerable material about islands in thenrtext. And yet, in this expectation,
we are disappointed. In the statement just qudfeinschmidt is alluding to the fact that
in the early stages of the discovery of the New MJ/ot was unclear whether the lands that
had been found were just islands, or whether thesevislands as well as a previously
unknown continent. The author discusses the reasmnghe Portuguese interest in
exploring the continents of Africa and Asia, whilee Spanish directed their efforts to the
new lands to the West, where there were many islaNdnetheless, the abundance of
islands in the latter area cannot be numbered arti@nlgook’s primary concerns.

Kleinschmidt’s only sustained engagement with iasahemes is in pp. 196-204, where
readers come across his analysis of the coat-of-afmthe “XVc Inseln” (1,500 islands)
represented in th&riumphzug (Triumphal Procession) ariehrenpforte (Triumphal Arch),
two series of large prints commissioned by Maxiamliaround 1507 and designed to
memorialize the grandeur of his rule. TAeiumphzug, preserved in Madrid, Spain
(Biblioteca Nacional de Esparfia, Res. 254), dispthgscoat-of-arms on a banner carried
by a horseman in a triumphal procession (reprodoecep. 197); while in th&hrenpforte,
the coat-of-arms alone is represented (reproduceg.0199). The coat-of-arms is an
invention (that is, there was no established haraldvice of the 1500 islands); but, as it
was probably created with Maximilian’s approvas, mieaning merits some investigation.

In the Ehrenpforte, the coat-of-arms of 1500 islands appears in a woth two other
island-related coats-of-arms, those of “Gibralta@t insularum canarie” (Gibraltar and the
Canary lIslands), and “Insularum Indicarum et mareedt” (Indian Islands and the
Western Sea). Kleinschmidt maintains that the 1LS@hds must have been thought to be
“in the southern hemisphere of the oceanic watesvimfween Europe and Asia” (p. 204),
and that it is possible to assume that (p. 206):
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. all three island coats-of-arms were assemblegettter into one row of the
Ehrenpforte for the purpose of demonstrating Maximilian’s olafor suzerainty
over the island worlds in areas west of the Tottesiine over which the Spanish
rulers were placing themselves in control at theetf

It is not clear to me under this interpretation hive 1500 islands of the one coat-of-arms
differ from the “Indian Islands” of the other, btlien perhaps they are not necessarily
different. In any case, these island coats-of-admsclearly indicate the importance of
asserting power over distant archipelagoes asopartlaim of universal dominion.

One very useful feature of Kleinschmidt's book e textensive bibliography (pp. 269-
452). It is arranged by subject, for example on didegal views of the sphericity of the
cosmos” (pp. 269-271), “The concept of the boundanpedieval Europe” (pp. 295-300),
“Medieval descriptions of islands” (pp. 301-302)efal theories related to the taking of
possession of purportedly unknown islands” (p. 30Bxpeditions to the Canary Islands
and the Madeira Group” (p. 344), and “Bristol exieds and perceptions of Atlantic
islands” (pp. 357-359), to name just a few pertireamples.

A less appealing aspect of the book is its typdgig errors. To mention just a few
specific instances, on p. 51 we find “showsingAdfin place of “showing Africa”, on p.
65 “did not contend himself’ in place of “did natrdent himself”, and on p. 91 “clima” in
place of “claim”. These errors would be distractangd disappointing in any book, but in
this case they detract from the otherwise verytpasimpression made by Kleinschmidt's
work, and they are difficult to forgive in a book a well-established series (the book is
Biblioteca Humanistica & Reformatorica, volume &3)d with a price that should have
enabled a much more careful copy-editing.

Unfortunately for the readers of this journal, tiigok contains much less material on
islands than its title suggests. Yet, the matehat it does contain is interesting, and the
author’s scholarship is so broad that readersdated in late 5 and early 16 century
geography, exploration, dynastic politics, artisgpresentations of kings, and other related
subjects, will find material that is valuable t@ithstudies in this book.

Chet Van Duzer
Los Altos Hills, CA
USA
chetv@aol.com
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Tony Gallienne (2007)Guernsey in the 21% Century: A View from the First Decade,
Yeovil, Somerset, Gallant Publishing, ISBN: 978%566352-0-5, £10.99stg.

Guernsey in the Twenty First Century is a big book. Big in the sense that it spans over
7,000 years of history, contains hundreds of refege from dozens of academic writers
and a multitude of quotes from current inhabitaotsthe island. It covers the social,
economic and political history of Guernsey and aers Guernsey's place in the
increasingly interdependent global economy.

The danger of such a book, trying to cover sucloadrange of issues, is that it can easily
become a set of lists. However, Gallienne has &¢btbis trap and produced a book that is
accessible and informative. He weaves togethedigy@arate strands of Guernsey history
and invites the reader to consider how the lessbimsstory and the unique nature of the
island and islanders can be drawn upon to secusenSey’s place in a challenging and
uncertain future.

Guernsey is, by most counts, a very small islanidh\ah area of only 64 k{25 square
miles) and a resident population of approximateély060, it may seem hard to understand
why the island has any significance at all andeed] how it has (barring the German
occupation during the Second World War) managechamtain its independence for the
last 800 years. Situated only 48 km west from tloenMandy coast and 120 km south of
England, it is difficult to believe that it has aeted its status as a British Crown
dependency. Reading this book, though, gives thderea sense of the obstinacy and
resoluteness of the island inhabitants over théuces.

Tony Gallienne is a Guernsey man, a descendantarfgaline of Guernsey men. Reading
his book you get a broad sense of what it meart®eta Guernsey man. He talks about
‘islandness’ and the determination and ingenuitislainders, something that is shared with
inhabitants of small islands all over the world.

The book gives a powerful sense of how Guernsegnddrs have survived over the
centuries by using their wits and by embracingdbecepts of flexibility and adaptability.
From their initial ‘conquest’ of England in 1066hrough privateering, knitting,
stonemasonry, horticulture, to the current finaimckistry, Gallienne outlines the ability of
the inhabitants of his small island to adapt anahge their ways to take advantage of the
prevailing economic and political conditions whitgtthe same time retaining their sense
of independence and their unique, Guernsey, igentit

However, the title of the book indicates that Gadhie’s main concern is ‘what next for
Guernsey?’ In tackling this question, he provides teader with a detailed description of
the current situation in the island. His researab been extensive and he quotes the views
of a multitude of current island residents inclgdiprominent businessmen, current and
previous politicians, local historians and ‘ordiyiaislanders. Again, this approach could
have led to a list of disconnected comments, blligaae presents these views in a skilful,
conversational style which engages the reader.
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His analysis of the current situation is thorougtd antelligent. Although Guernsey is a
small community, the issues it faces are complewaints to retain its independence but
needs to adapt to exist in an increasingly inteeddpnt world.

The island politicians are frightened to allow gh&pulation to increase; they are worried
about overcrowding and they have put in place psigvhich restrict the rights of people

to live in Guernsey. However, they also wish toaatt new businesses to the island and
develop the range of industries operating out ofi@sey. At the same time, though, they
are concerned about putting up new buildings tesbdbese new industries.

Gallienne explains these conflicting interests lieaf) detail. He has interviewed many of
the current politicians, (they are known as Deputre Guernsey), as well as several of
them who used to be in office over the past thyasgrs. He is not frightened of challenging
their views and questioning their perception of Buernsey should develop.

In any small community, there is a danger thatéhebo are responsible for the ‘way we
do things’ can become complacent and resist cha@gernsey is a successful and
attractive island and it is easy to be blind to sooh the less attractive elements of the
place. Gallienne has not been frightened of disngssome of these elements. He tackles
issues such as relative poverty, domestic violetiee pumping of untreated sewage into
the surrounding sea and the problems associatbdalewhol and drug abuse.

Gallienne proposes various future scenarios, betsuitd pretend that he knows where
Guernsey is heading. He presents his ideas in agthful, considered style, and his
analysis of the current economic situation is esfligcstrong. Although the book was
written before the credit crunch, he warns of camphcy and too heavy a reliance on the
finance sector.

This is a book that deals with complex issues in@romplicated way. Reading it, you get
the sense that you are sat in a cosy café, ovenlgake Guernsey coastline, drinking
coffee whilst listening to someone who has a deggkedge of his island and who cares
passionately about the future of that island.

This is a ‘big’ book that covers in great detaié ttnyriad aspects of Guernsey; its past,
present and future. His thoughts and analysis efissues facing the island should be
required reading for all Guernsey politicians amdision makers. Indeed, because of the
issues it considers, it could be of interest tocaeywho lives in an island community.
Although Guernsey thinks of itself as a unique elamany of the problems it is
experiencing in this modern, sometimes dangeregbnblogical world must also be faced
by other small islands. This book contains thougimis$ ideas are of interest to them.

Trevor Wakefied

Principal, Guernsey College of Further Education
Guernsey, Channel Idands, British Ides
TrevorW@aqcfe.net
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Hiroshi Kakazu (2008)sland Sustainability: Challenges and Opportunities for Okinawa
and other Pacific Islandsin a Globalized World, Victoria BC, Canada, Trafford Publishing
(print on demand), 281 pp, paperback, ISBN: 1-42638-5, US$23.98.

Given the expanding literature dealing with thedgtof islands, one cannot be blamed for
yearning for a publication that somehow bringstlal rich, island-inspired scholarship to
bear on one particular island territory. The apphoavould need to be truly holistic:

appreciating the legacies of history, geography enlture; considering the economic
opportunities of trade, tourism, knowledge indestyiagriculture and geostrategic rents;
and charting a way towards a future that considergel political arrangements with

metropolitan power. Hiroshi Kakazu performs themek$, and more, quite admirably in
this his latest publicatiosland Sustainability.

The focus of Kakazu’s research is — obviously tosehwho know him — his beloved
Okinawa. The sprawling archipelago, with just oeemillion population, is now the
southernmost prefecture of Japan, but has hadtarhiquite distinct from that of its
current motherland. It was an independent kingdaortil 1878. The islands were also
occupied by the US military from the end of the @&t World War until 1972, and still
support a massive US military infrastructure, thgést by far in the whole of Japan. The
opportunity is there to present a politico-econostrategy that argues for an international
“growth triangle” approach with neighbouring Taiwand perhaps Kyushu and Shanghai
(all three much closer to Okinawa than Tokyo). Téygproach is then strengthened by a
distinct Okinawanchampuru culture that cherishes its own identity, its ingwige life
expectancy: at 86 years for women, “one of the ésghin the world” (p. 78), also
expressed in a long, sustained opposition to themiiEary presence. Kakazu wryly also
reminds us that Okinawa is the only Japanese pfteéeavhich is currently not suffering
population decline. Its prospects for thriving e information age are encouraging.

The book is a collection of nine key chapters, Whtbe author has developed and
presented in a variety of island studies and retdi@tudies fora in recent years. They
represent Kakazu’s accumulated scholarship of daig his third major book since his
pioneeringSustainable Development of Small Island Economies (1994), which presented a
rigorous economic case for geostrategic rents. dutbor is quick to acknowledge his
collaborative endeavours with “ISISA, UNESCO-INSULZSIS and JSIE” (p. 13): for the
uninitiated, these would be the International Smhklands Studies Association,
UNESCO'’s International Scientific Council for Isthibevelopment, the Japan Society for
Island Studies, and the Japan Society of InternatiBconomics respectively.

Of course, such a book is as much about its awthats subject matter. Dr Kakazu was
born in Okinawa, studied in the UK and USA, and had a distinguished career with
various positions in Japan, including Vice-Prestd&inOkinawa’s own University of the
Ryukyus. He is a co-founder of ISISA, Vice-Presidai UNESCO-INSULA and
President of JSIS. The text represents the autloevis sincere but critical and grounded
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ruminations about how best can and should Okinaaweldp, and what are the major
challenges and bottlenecks in this regard.

Insightfully, Kakazu adopts a ‘neutral’ stance widspect to the geographic givens of his
focus. Okinawa may be seen as a remote, islandpataljo, divested of the powers of
jurisdiction that he enviously observes in similayt much more autonomous, island
territories as Aland, Azores, Hawaii and the IsfeMan (p. 290) as well as the Cook
Islands and Tokelau, in the Pacific. The Japanesergment is loath to promote a ‘one
country, two systems’ approack.d. p. 66) that has so far worked fairly well for Hpn
Kong in its dealings with China. But Okinawa isaldessed with the flora and fauna to
make it ‘the Galapagos of the Orient’, and is ebecely placed in the centre of a bustling
and promising economic region: the map on the ®akver expounds this. Moreover,
Okinawa is different enough, and remote enough fio@inland Japan’, to have its own
special legislation to support specific incentivegrams for development.

Kakazu is aware that, fdiis development plan for Okinawa to succeed — moviognf
large scale dependency on transfers from Tokycebleraliance — there are a number of
“thorny” policy hurdles to overcome. These includdS military bases, regional security,
territorial disputes, various regulations, the ddization of Okinawa’s economy and ... the
decentralization and autonomy of local governmdpt”’178). Interestingly, Kakazu is a
firm believer in the devolution of some policy cajiga to the level of the Okinawan
prefecture; he also opines that various regulat@nshe national level (such as those
relating to cabotage) are too protectionist anducedoverall price competitiveness. His
thrust is to exploit Okinawa’s strengths — locatinatural and cultural heritage, knowledge
capital, networks, infrastructure — in a more lddeed global economy, while cognizant
that excessive income inequality must be addresseticarrying capacity respected.

Since he is a professional economist, we cannolt flue author for scattering an

innumerable number of graphs, charts, equationsfigndes in his text. Sadly, these are
not fully self-explanatory and most require somekigaound knowledge. The text is also
riddled with those spelling and grammatical mistakieat follow from less than perfect
proof reading. The volume also lacks an author andject index. Perhaps such
deficiencies are a function of this being a ‘pnt demand’ publication. The book is very
affordable to the buyer; but this comes with somssl|to the overall quality of

presentation. (I am now told by the author thatsheorking on both the corrections and
the index: on demand publication permits these gbsi)

Such failings do not detract from the book’s maiccesslsland Sustainability is a well
thought-out compilation that critically reviews tipeospects for sustainable small island
development from multiple and interdisciplinary g@ectives, all with a sharp island focus.

Godfrey Baldacchino

Island Sudies Program

University of Prince Edward Island, Canada
gbaldacchino@upei.ca
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Paul D’Arcy (ed.) (2008)Peoples of the Pacific. The History of Oceania to 1870,
Aldershot, Ashgate, hardback, xcv + 453 pp. ISBRB-9-7546-6221-1.

The third volume in the series on The Pacific Wdildnds, Peoples and History of the
Pacific, 1500-1900) contains 26 chapters that Hasen published elsewhere. Scholars
expecting “state-of-art” research on aspects oifiedsland cultures and societies might
be disappointed, as none of the contributions weramissioned for this book (as is the
case with the other volumes in this series). Tleatdpsaid, the book should be treated as a
reader, perhaps aimed at an undergraduate studéienae with an interest in the Pacific
Islands or for those who wish to sample a rangeamthropological, historical, and
“cultural studies” topics and issues pertainingh® region.

A fair review should thus focus on the relevanc@mvious works (notwithstanding their

date of publication) and how the book organizesdheeadings according to specific
themes. The latter are well summed up in the intcadn, which happens to be the only
original writing. It also discusses related isstlest are not specifically addressed in the
following chapters. An extensive select bibliograptontaining recent references, more
than makes up for some of the older reading selesti

The volume sets out three objectives: 1) to prefimthistory of the inhabitants of the
Pacific Islands from initial settlement to the &dishment of colonial regimes at the end of
the 19" century; 2) to describe Pacific Islander-Europ@garactions from the former's
perspective; and 3) to show that Pacific Islandomscan best be understood through
multidisciplinary approaches. As the introductidatss, chapters were selected to provide
“a representative cross section of the differeasgedisciplines, themes, and geographical
areas that are encompassed within Pacific Studies.”

Part One — Exploring and Colonizing Oceaniteatures four chapters that include studies
of ancient navigation and an indigenous creatiamnystBen Finney’s description of the
Hokile'a journey from Hawaii to Tahiti provides a persomacount of the trials and
tribulations experienced aboard one of the worlidgst famous reconstructed Oceanic
sailing vessels. Reference to archaeological chogres obviously reflects the state of
knowledge prior to the 1980s. Fortunately, more aipd information is provided in
Geoffrey Irwin’s contribution written almost two cides later.

Part Two — Historical Dynamics of Island Societieaddresses the themes of ecological
adaptations, social and political evolution, andjiopal histories. Patrick Kirch, an
archaeologist who has devoted much of his careeurdenting early human impact on
island ecosystems in the Pacific, is representeel. iowever, readers might benefit from
a more recent publication, particularly the auth@ubsequent contributions in historical
ecology. The latter approach highlights the chgénin disentangling the effects of
natural processes from those induced by humans. ¢hapters explore aspects of social
and political evolution, including a contributiory Ithe noted Maori scholar, Peter Buck
(Te Rangi Hiroa). Although written in 1926, the walof [oral] traditions to reconstruct the
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past continues to find supporters, even among eatbgists. If these traditions are
subjected to problems of reduction in cultural eomtand interpretation once they are
translated and written down, they can still proviggeful data that may on occasion
converge with other lines of evidence. While traxiitcan certainly be manipulated, as
Niel Gunson argues, the same is true of narratbased on other methods of inquiry.
Reference to Irving Goldman’s study of status rivaind cultural evolution in Polynesia is
rather curious, given the volume’s asserted godbenng faithful to the field of Pacific
Studies. For example, Goldman omits Fiji “becaudeit® Melanesian affiliations.”
Although the tripartite classification of Oceanm still very much engrained in both
popular and scholarly literature (even in the idtrction to this volume and the
accompanying map!), use of the labels Melanesifnesia, and Micronesia has for some
time now been criticized primarily by those whodedacific Studies. Space precludes a
detailed discussion of this issue.

There are other, somewhat troubling, expressiomscfwperhaps could be excused given
the original date of Goldman’s publication in thedm950s). For example, under Sexual
Practices, Goldman refers to “sexual orgies...” Elsen@ in the paper, combat is said to
have become “more cruel.” Less emotional terms tietertheless need to be revised
include the physical character of islands: Niuaas an atoll, but a raised coral island; the
distinction between a volcanic and a “high” islasadot clear.

Regional histories address the issue of inter-ishwyaging. Countering earlier views of
Pacific Island societies as being largely isolateébwing initial settlement until their
discovery by Europeans, the occurrence of exotier@ds at archaeological sites has been
interpreted by some archaeologists as evidencdofgg-distance trade. As a result of
environmental and social factors, these trade miwv@xpanded or contracted, but
regional contacts in one form or another persigtedughout the post-contact period and
the establishment of colonial governments. Evidefucethe existence of past regional
histories is also supported by ethno-historical aral traditions, indicating that the sea
acted more as a highway for communication rathanth barrier. Epeli Hau ofa’s
inspirational view of the ocean in the lives of Haclslanders, which appears in the
volume’s last chapter (Part Five — The Pacific HRavisited), is illustrated by several
examples in this section, including Adrienne Kaeppl description of exchange patterns
between Fiji, Tonga, and Samoa, Bronislaw Malindissklassic study of the Kula of
Eastern New Guinea, and William Lessa and M. LgBewritings about the Yap Empire.

Part Three — Culture Contaetoffers a good selection by historians and amiblicgists.
Marshall Sahlins, Greg Dening, lan Campbell, ananEis Hezel write about European-
Pacific Islander encounters from throughout theomgas well as the social impact of
“foreign” indigenous groups (Sahlins in relation Egi). Campbell suggests that first
contacts between Europeans and Pacific Islandsrdted in the emergence of a third
culture, a culture of contact that developed kgl &ind error.

Part Four — Responses to Pre-colonial Europeanendes- further develops the theme of
culture contact by showing that Pacific Islandeeyaevactive agents in contact situations,
not merely bystanders or victims of a “fatal impadh other words, they were well
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capable of manipulating outsiders and taking adaget of situations. From an
epidemiological standpoint, however, debate coesnegarding the power of indigenous
agency. In several cases, first censuses appeagely & half century after first European
contact. It was during this initial phase that daticn demographic changes presumably
took place. Donald Denoon examines the issue obmldption from a biological, social,
economic and political perspective. In regardsh® question of population numbers just
prior to contact, Denoon categorically says thasé&are unknowable. This reviewer is
more optimistic, as shown by recent advances tsuregast populations in the Pacific by
way of proxies, such as settlement demographyngaturves, and carrying capacity
approaches. Used together, they provide independeoss-checks on population
estimates. Results indicate that declines variedtemsity from island to island, and also
from place to place in the case of the larger laamwbas as a function of initial population
density at the time of contact, with denser sewets suffering the greatest decline
because of the higher risk of contagion (Denooresititat post-contact plantation barracks
and mission schools also provided contexts for theid spread of communicable
diseases).

One might quibble as to why this volume was writtena series that puts a time bracket
between 1500 and 1900. Perhaps more striking ialieence of French contributors, given
the historical importance of France in the regiSeveral French scholars, most notably
anthropologists and archaeologists, now also witeEnglish. Finally, despite the
inclusion of some antiquated writings, the volurnecgeds in presenting a varied selection
of papers that covers a broad range of topics whklatuld definitely appeal to social
scientists focusing on Pacific Island cultures pt@1870.

Frank R. Thomas

Pacific Sudies/ Oceania Centre for Pacific Sudies, Arts and Culture
University of the South Pacific, Suva, Fiji Islands
thomas_fr@usp.ac.fj
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