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11 Oral  H i s to ry  and t h e  E l e c t r o n i c  Age'' 
by P e t e r  S tu r sbe rg  

Although Ora l  H i s to ry  is as o l d  a s  
h i s t o r y  i t s e l f ,  a s  an  organized a c t i v i -  
t y ,  a s  a  popular  movement, o r  past ime,  
it i s  a  c h i l d  of t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  age. 
That c h i l d  grew up a t  t h e  same speed a s  
t h e  r eco rd ing  equipment grew sma l l e r  
u n t i l  i t  has  become t h e  g i a n t  t h a t  it i s  
today.  

I suppose t h e  f i r s t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
r eco rd ings  of t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  age were 
t h e  war r e p o r t s  of  t h e  CBC war co r r e s -  
pondents,  t h e  p i l e s  of aluminum backed 
p l a t t e r s  which c l u t t e r e d  up t h e  newsroom 
of t h e  co rpo ra t i on  a f t e r  VE Day. One of 
t h e  f i r s t  jobs t h a t  Norman DePoe had was 
t o  make a  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e s e  war re- 
p o r t s ,  which were meant f o r  t h e  CBC 
a r c h i v e s  and have s i n c e  been turned  over  
t o  t h e  Pub l i c  Archives  of Canada. I 
understand from Ernie  Dick, t h a t  t hey  
have t h e  f u l l  war r e p o r t  now i n  t h e  
P u b l i c  Archives of  Canada. I f o r g e t  how 
many of t h e  war r e p o r t s  were i n  t h e  
Norman DePoe C o l l e c t i o n ,  bu t  it would 
have been somewhere i n  t h e  neighbourhood 
of 30 o r  40 hours .  The f u l l  C o l l e c t i o n ,  
as I understand,  r u n s  from 600 hours  and 
t h a t  i s  uncatalogued. 

We w a r  cor respondents  had a record ing  
device, a disc recorder which came i n  

two l a r g e  boxes weighing &me 80 pounds. 
They were t h e  f i n e s t  h i - f i d e l i t y  equip- 
ment of t h e  t i m e s ,  t h e  l a t e s t  of t h e  
' s t a t e  of a r t '  and they  were descr ibed  
as po r t ab l e .  They were p o r t a b l e  i n  t h e  
sense  t h a t  they  could be c a r r i e d  around 
on a  jeep.  Th i s  was i n  t h e  dark ages  
be fo re  t h e  t r a n s i s t o r  and before  high- 
t e c h  and m i n i a t u r i z a t i o n .  The f i r s t  t i m e  
t h a t  1 worked wi th  t a p e  - t h e  t a p e  a s  w e  
know i t  now, t h e  e l e c t r o n i c  t a p e  - was 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  '50s  a t  t h e  United Nations.  
I remember i t  w e l l  because when I was 
r eco rd ing  my r e p o r t s  and commentaries i n  
t h e  '50s I used t o  s ay ,  "I'll pause f i v e  
seconds f o r  s p i r a l l i n g . "  And I no lon- 
ge r  had t o  say  t h a t  now t h a t  w e  had a 
t a p e  r e c o r d e r ,  but  I went on say ing  it 

The f i r s t  p o r t a b l e  t a p e  r eco rde r  was 
t h e  Webcore, which was a bulky o b j e c t  
and seemed heavy a l though i t  probably 
weighed about  25 pounds, a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  
weight of  our  o l d  wartime equipment. 
Imagine P l e a s e ,  t h e  l a t e s t  of t h e  Sound 
Her i tage  S e r i e s  [ h a s ]  a p i c t u r e  of an 
e a r l y  p o r t a b l e  t a p e  r eco rde r  around 1947 
threaded wi th  a  reel of paper-based 
record ing  t ape .  Th i s  wasn ' t  t h e  t a p e  
t h a t  w e  know now. I never worked wi th  
paper t a p e .  I wonder whether it worked. 
I know t h i s ,  t h a t  they  had a  magnetic 

w i r e  r e co rde r  which w e  used a t  t h e  
end of  t h e  w a r ,  and i t  was j u s t  hope- 
less. The f i d e l i t y  on i t  was very low 
and a l s o  it was imposs ib le  t o  e d i t .  



It took sometime before we had truly 
portable tape recorders, which could be 
carried over your shoulder or put in 
your pocket. And by the time that occu- 
rred which was in the '70s the newspaper 
reporters threw away their note books 
and took to recording press conferences 
and statements and that's why there is a 
forest of mikes before every talking 
politician. 

I did my first oral history inter- 
views in the early '60s - that was for 
the CBC. The CBC was really the initia- 
tor of oral history in Canada. Although 
of course we didn't call it that at that 
time. The term oral history is only a 
little more than 10 years old. When I 
did those first interviews they were 
done specifically for the [CBC] Archives 
although they were to be used in the 
case of the demise of the person that 
was being interviewed. They did feel 
that programs could be made of them so 
that they weren't just oral history 
interviews. They were going to be used 
as programs. When I did those first 
interviews I had an engineer with an 
Ampex or a Uher. I remember when I went 
down to Dartmouth College to interview 
Vilhjalmur Stefansson, CBC got the local 
radio station man to make the record at 
his cottage on the campus. That inter- 
view illustrates an important point with 
regard to oral history, which is the 
obvious limitation of death. Stef ans- 
son, who seemed so full of life at the 
time, died within 10 days of that inter- 
view. When we set up the joint oral 
history project of the Public Archives 
and Parliamentary Library to record the 
memoirs of federal politicians our prio- 
rity was age and health. Another is 
that you can't get anyone to say anyt- 
hing that he doesn't want to say. Cer- 
tainly not politicians or public fig- 
ures. And that's aside from whether you 
should or should not do that. 

In the Prologue to Diefenbaker: Lea- 
dership Lost I wrote that after inter- 
views with hundreds of people it has 
been my experience that a person who is 
not a professional writer is likely to 
be much more frank and interesting when 

talking than when writing. There ' s 
something about the act of putting pen 
to paper that makes for caution, dull- 
ness and officialese. Now, some people 
wonder why this should be. I know that 
Norman DePoe who was a correspondent in 
the parliamentary press gallery, at the 
same time that I was, was quite aston- 
ished at some of the revelations in my 
books on Diefenbaker. I think the rea- 
son is that the average person is more 
comfortable in conversation, as he or 
she does makes most arrangements, does 
most of the business on the telephone, 
particularly here in Canada where we are 
the greatest telephone callers in the 
world. We are growing up in the elec- 
tronic age and there's less and less 
writing of letters and few people keep 
diary's now. As a result Dalton Camp 
was to suggest in reviewing my first 
oral history book, Diefenbaker: Leader- 
ship Gained, that oral history may be 
our only political historv. 

Up to-now I've been talking mainly 
about a particular kind of oral history, 
which is the kind that I practise, poli- 
tical oral history. It's the kind that 
Columbia University goes for, that is 
recording the memoirs of VIPs, of per- 
sons significant in American life, or 
what Paul Thompson refers to as the 

11 great man project . I' 
There is the ordinary person kind, or 

? f  as Louis Starr has called it, history 
from the bottom up." And that has 
proved to be immensely popular when 
undertaken by journalists and broadcas- 
ters, such as Barry Broadfoot and Studs 
Turkel. I might sav that such books as - 
Ten Lost Years and Hard Times and the 
others are not appreciated by the acade- - - 
mic historians. But then they don't 
like any kind of oral history really, 
at least the Canadian historians. The 
American historians on the other hand 
seem to be a little more with the elec- 
tronic times. In some ways the ordinary 
person interview is more difficult to do 
and requires patience and skill on the 
part of the interviewer to make a person 
who's not used to speaking tell his 
story. It's the type of interview which 



is used i n  t h e  s o r t s  of s o c i a l  and com- 
munity h i s t o r y ' s  which Paul  Thompson 
f avour s ,  o r  p r o j e c t s  l i k e  t h e  one a t  
Duke Un ive r s i t y  on how b lack  d isenf ran-  
chisement came about  i n  t h e  southern  
s t a t e s  of  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  cen tury .  And 
t h a t ' s  an  ongoing p r o j e c t .  Th i s  p r o j e c t  
a t  Duke Un ive r s i t y  i s  being funded by 
t h e  Rockefe l le r  Foundation. There are 
many o t h e r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t s  a t  
American u n i v e r s i t i e s  which a r e  a l s o  
supported by t h e  Rockefe l le r  Foundation. 

There a r e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  way 
o r a l  h i s t o r y  is  supported i n  t h i s  coun- 
t r y  and a c r o s s  t h e  border .  The modern 
movement began a t  Columbia Un ive r s i t y  
and spread  t o  o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a c r o s s  
t h e  United S t a t e s .  Although t h e  A m e r i -  
cans  complain about  o r a l  h i s t o r y  being 
under-funded it i s  supported by founda- 
t i o n s  such a s  t h e  Rockefe l le r  Foundation 
and o t h e r  p r i v a t e  sources .  

I n  Canada it i s  a  government a r c h i v e s  
and agency ' s  which a r e  t h e  main compo- 
nent  of o r a l  h i s t o r y .  Now t a k e  my own 
c a s e  a s  an example, I could no t  have 
done t h e  f o u r  books on Diefenbaker and 
Pearson without  t h e  h e l p  of t h e  P u b l i c  
Archives of Canada. D r .  Wilfred Smith, 
t h e  Dominion A r c h i v i s t , i s  a  c r e a t i v e  
a r c h i v i s t  and a  keen suppor t e r  of o r a l  
h i s t o r y .  I worked c l o s e l y  wi th  Leo 
Lac l a r e  who was your f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  and 
l a t t e r l y  wi th  E rn i e  Dick who i s  he re  
now, and f o r  who's encouragement and 
a s s i s t a n c e  I s h a l l  always be g r a t e f u l .  

Las t  bu t  not  l e a s t  t h e r e  i s  t h e  Bri-  
t i s h  Columbia Archives and t h e  ex t r ao r -  
d ina ry  Sound Her i tage  S e r i e s  t h a t  they  
have been producing f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s ,  
i n  f a c t  s i n c e  before  t h i s  o rgan iza t ion  
was s t a r t e d ,  s i n c e  1973, a  unique under- 
t ak ing .  I am s u r e  t h a t  I have l e f t  o u t  
some government agenc i e s ,  and some pro- 
v i n c i a l  a r c h i v e s  which a r e  doing good 
work i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y .  And t h e r e  i s  t h e  
odd foundat ion  which i s  a l s o  suppor t ing  
it such a s  t h e  Glenbow Foundation. 

A s  I s a y ,  I ' m  speaking i n  gene ra l  
terms,  and i n  gene ra l  terms i t  i s  t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y  supported by p r i v a t e  en t e r -  
p r i s e  which are t h e  main proponents of 

o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  whereas it 
i s  t h e  government and government a~gen- 
cies i n  Canada. And t h a t  I suppose i s  
t h e  s t o r y  of most endeavours i n  our  two 
c o u n t r i e s .  

"Di rec t ions  i n  Ora l  H i s to ry  i n  Cana.dal' 

by Richard Lochead 

Th i s  i s  my f i r s t  t i m e  i n  Vancouver 
and indeed my f i r s t  t i m e  i n  B r i t i s h  
Columbia, and t h e r e f o r e  I was n o t  pre- 
s e n t  a t  t h e  founding conference of t h e  
COHA i n  1974 a t  Simon F ra se r .  However, 
t h i s  meeting i s  q u i t e  s i b n i f i c a n t  be- 
cause it provides  an oppor tun i ty  t o  
review t h e  p rog re s s  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  and 
t h e  Canadian Ora l  H i s to ry  Assoc ia t ion  
over  t h e  l a s t  decade. And a l s o  t o  d i s -  
c u s s  t h e  s o l e  t h e  Assoc ia t ion  should 
play i n  t h e  development of o r a l  h i s t o r y  
i n  t h e  next  decade. It i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i -  
c a n t  t h a t  a f t e r  ho ld ing  conferences  
a c r o s s  t h e  count ry  i n  t h e  l a s t  n ine  
yea r s  t h a t  COHA has  r e tu rned  t o  i t s  
p l ace  of o r i g i n .  For i n  a s s e s s i n g  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  i n  Canada s i n c e  1974 perhaps t h e  
f i rs t  fact t h a t  would become ev iden t  is  
t h e  l e a d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n  made by t h e  
Province of B r i t i s h  Columbia t o  i ts  
growth and development. T h i s  cont r ibu-  
t i o n  i s  w e l l  known and i n  f a c t  i s  evide- 
nced by t h e  presence of many of you 
here .  Ora l  h i s t o r y  a c t i v i t y  i n  B r i t i s h  
Columbia s u r p a s s e s  t h a t  of every o t h e r  
province i n  Canada - a  f a c t  t h a t  can be 
qu ick ly  a s c e r t a i n e d  by a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  
P r o v i n c i a l  Archives.  For it i s  t h i s  
o rgan iza t ion ,  a s  P e t e r  S tu r sbe rg  men- 
t i o n e d ,  t h a t  i s  l a r g e l y  r e spons ib l e  f o r  
B.C.'s ou t s t and ing  accomplishments i n  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  and provid ing  a  model f o r  
t h e  rest of u s  t o  fo l low.  A s  many of 
you may know B.C.'s o r a l  h i s t o r y  program 
c e n t e r s  around Sound Her i t age ,  which 
s e r v e s  n o t  only a s  a  va luab le  acqu i s i -  
t i o n  device  f o r  t h e  B.C. Archives ,  but  
a l s o  a s  a means of b r ing ing  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of B.C. t o  t h e  people of  B.C. A s  such,  



- in  t u r n ,  it h a s  encouraged more people 
t o  be aware of  t h e i r  p a s t  and has  l e a d  
t o  more l o c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
i t s e l f .  Th i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  presence 
generated by Derek Reimer, Allen Specht ,  
and o t h e r s  a t  t h e  B.C. Archives h a s  a l s o  
l e a d  i n  p a r t ,  o r  g r a d u a l l y ,  t o  recogni- 
t i o n  by t h e  academic world. A t  p r e sen t  
B.C. now o f f e r s  I b e l i e v e ,  two univer- 
s i t y  cou r se s  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  an o r a l  
h i s t o r y  and genealogy course  a t  UBC and 
t h e  o t h e r  g iven ,  of cou r se ,  by P e t e r  
S tu r sbe rg  a t  S.F.U. 

Ora l  h i s t o r y  h a s  evolved i n  B r i t i s h  
Columbia, I b e l i e v e  t o  a  s t a g e  where it  
r e p r e s e n t s  a  s t r o n g  working a l l i a n c e  
between those  who c r e a t e  i t ,  those  who 
c o l l e c t  i t ,  and those  who i n t e r p r e t  i t .  
Though B.C. has  perhaps set t h e  pace 
does n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  rest of Canada 
has  n o t  been a c t i v e  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of 
o r a l  h i s t o r y  documents. There have been 
conferences  r e c e n t l y  i n  S t .  John ' s  New- 
foundland,  a t  Memorial Un ive r s i t y ,  and 
a l s o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ora l  
H i s to ry  Assoc ia t ion .  Newfoundland, wi th  
i ts  f o l k l o r e  element a t  Memorial, and 
Nova S c o t i a  and New Brunswick have evol- 
ved t h e i r  own s e p a r a t e  o rgan iza t ion  and 
hold t h e i r  own r e g i o n a l  meetings.  

Moving on,  i n  Quebec, t h e  one a r e a  
t h a t  seems t o  be mainstream f o r  them i s  
t h e  r eco rd ing  of l i f e  h i s t o r i e s .  Folk- 
l o r e  and soc io logy  d i s c i p l i n e s  have 
a t t r a c t e d  appjoaches most c l o s e l y  t o  
European i n  t h e i r  use of  t h e  l i f e  h i s -  
t o r y .  Recent ly  a  c o n t e s t  was sponsored 
f o r  t h e  b e s t  l i f e  h i s t o r y  i n  Quebec by 
t h e  Department of Sociology a t  Laval.  
That i s  one way which they  a r e  bu i ld ing  
up t h e i r  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n  on Quebec 
peop:Le, through o r a l  h i s t o r y .  

Recent ly  t h e  Ontar io  H i s to ry  Soc i e ty  
has  developed a number o f  work shops t o  
be he ld  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t i m e s  a  year  de- 
pending on t h e  demand f o r  them. Th i s  i s  
a l l  t h e  p a s t  two years .  They've he ld  
fou r  s o  f a r ,  and each one of them has  
been w e l l  r e ce ived .  Also, a  few yea r s  
back t h e  Mult i -Cul tural  H i s to ry  S o c i e t y  
of Ontar io  was e s t a b l i s h e d  which docu- 
mented t h e  immigrants '  exper ience ,  t h o s e  
peop:Le who have come t o  Ontar io  a f t e r  

United Empire L o y a l i s t s  and t h e  French. 
Moving f u r t h e r  west I guess  we should 

a l s o  mention t h a t  two yea r s  ago t h e  
Saskatchewan Archives Board he ld  a  con- 
f e r ence  on o r a l  h i s t o r y  which had a very 
good t u r n  ou t  and publ ished i t s  proceed- 
i n g s .  I w i l l  probably s ay ,  second t o  
B r i t i s h  Columbia, Saskatchewan has  t h e  
most a c t i v e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  program. 
F i n a l l y ,  i n  Alber ta  a l though some people 
i n  Alber ta  a r e  no t  a s  e n t h u s i a s t i c  about  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  a s  o t h e r s ,  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
Archives t h e r e  h a s  produced t h e  f i r s t  
d i r e c t o r y  of o r a l  h i s t o r y .  They have 
come o u t  with t h e  f i r s t  p r o v i n c i a l  di-  
r e c t o r y  i n  o ra l  h i s t o r y  s o  u s e r s  can 
a c t u a l l y  know what 's  a v a i l a b l e  and f o r  
t hose  who a r e  t h ink ing  of undertaking 
o r a l  h i s t o r y  t o  know what 's  a l r eady  been 
done. 

The Canadian Ora l  His tory  Assoc ia t ion  
has  been a c t i v e  throughout  Canada i n  a  
more formal  way through i t s  own confe- 
r ences  such a s  t h i s  one, and through t h e  
p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  conference  proceed- 
i n g s  i n  our  Assoc ia t ion  j ou rna l .  I ' m  
p leased t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  Assoc ia t ion  
i s  nea r ing  completion of one of i t s  
o r i g i n a l  o b j e c t i v e s ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  publ i -  
c a t i o n  of a  n a t i o n a l  inventory  of o r a l  
h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  Canada. Work on 
t h i s  d i r e c t o r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
my work on o r a l  h i s t o r y  a t  t h e  Pub l i c  
Archives and through t h e  Canadian Ora l  
H i s to ry  Assoc ia t ion ,  has  a f fo rded  m e  a  
vantage p o i n t  perhaps t o  view t h e  evolu- 
t i o n  i n  d i r e c t i o n  of  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  
Canada over  t h e  p a s t  few years .  

F i r s t ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  
d i r e c t o r y  a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  of major o r a l  
h i s t o r y  i n t e r e s t .  And t h e  most popular  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  s u b j e c t  i n  Canada i s  bush 
p i l o t s .  We have had more i n t e r v i e w s  on 
t h a t  s u b j e c t  than  any o t h e r  one s u b j e c t .  
I ' l l  l eave  t h a t  f o r  your own explana t ion  
wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  a v i a t i o n ,  wi th  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  count ry ,  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  romance 
of t h e  occupat ion.  But be a s  i t  may it 
h a s  a t t r a c t e d  more a t t e n t i o n  accord ing  
t o  t h e  d i r e c t o r y .  

One of t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s  of  concern i s  
mapping o u t  pioneer  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  
west.  Another i s  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s .  La- 



bour ,  women and immigration are major 
a r e a s  which have been t h e  concern of 
s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  who, i n  t h e  l a s t  de- 
cade ,  have become a  much g r e a t e r  f o r c e  
among h i s t o r y  departments .  For a s  you 
know t h e  a r c h i v e s  of t h e s e  a r e a s  i n  t h e  
p a s t  have been neglec ted  and t h e r e f o r e ,  
w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l  n o t  being a v a i l a b l e ,  
many s c h o l a r s  seek ing  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e i r  
record  have had t o  r e s o r t  t o  o r a l  h i s -  
t o r y  methods. 

Perhaps before  a l l  who have been 
a c t i v e  i n  t.he f i e l d  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  was 
t h e  f o l k l o r i s t s .  The Nat iona l  Museums 
of Canada a s  e a r l y  a s  1911 used even 
more cumbersome equipment t han  t h e  CBC 
provided t o  P e t e r  S tu r sbe rg  t o  record  
t h e  f o l k  t a l e s  and t h e  f o l k  legends  of 
Canada's n a t i v e  peoples .  Th i s  i n t e r e s t  
i n  l i f e  h i s t o r y  has  a l s o  been c a r r i e d  on 
through s o c i o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  dur ing  t h e  
' ~ O S ,  '40s .  

Another major and more popular a r e a  
i s  t h e  f i e l d  of pub l i c  f i g u r e s ,  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  p o l i t i c i a n s .  P e t e r  S turs -  
berg has  addressed you on t h a t  s u b j e c t ,  
But t h i s  i s  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  more of jour- 
n a l i s t s .  

Perhaps second, a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  a r e a  
which has  been covered,  oddly enough is  
t h e  h i s t o r y  of World War 1. The CBC d i d  
a  very b i g  p r o j e c t  on t h a t ,  600 hours  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  World War 11 r e p o r t s .  
Various i n d i v i d u a l s  have taken  it on. 
It i s  an a r e a  which has  been i n  ternis of 
o r a l  h i s t o r y  q u i t e  w e l l  covered and it 
i s  one t h a t  I t h i n k  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  
be more consul ted  than t h e  ones t h a t  a r e  
b e t t e r  known. 

And of course  t h e  h i s t o r y  of i n d i v i -  
dua l  p ro fe s s ions  and i n d i v i d u a l  biogra- 
phy ' s .  I n  terms of t h e  p ro fe s s ions  one 
a r e a  t h a t  seems t o  be covered t h e  most 
a t  p r e sen t  i s  t h e  medical a r e a .  There 
seems t o  be a  l o t  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n i -  
t i a t i v e  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a s  opposed t o  s ay ,  
engineer ing  o r  s o c i a l  s c i ences .  

When one swi tches  t o  t h e  management 
of o r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  one n o t i c e s  
immediately,  a s  Mr. S tu r sbe rg  mentioned, 
t h a t  development of o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  
Canada has  been heav i ly  in f luenced  from 

t h e  o u t s e t  by our governmental i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s .  One of t h e  dominant areas t h a t  
d e f i n e s  t h e  Canadian t r a d i t i o n s  has  been 
t h e  a r ch ives .  Perhaps t h e  r ea sons  f o r  
t h e  a r c h i v a l  involvement has  been t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  simply t h e  a r c h i v e s  i n  Canada 
tend  t o  be more c e n t r a l l y  organized ,  and 
l a r g e r  than  perhaps t hey  a r e  i n  B r i t a i n  
o r  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Also t h e  i d e a  of 
" t o t a l  a r c h i v e s ,  " which means t h a t  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  i s  c o l l e c t e d  a s  t a p e  n o t  a s  
t r a n s c r i p t  and t h e r e f o r e  is c o l l e c t e d  
wi th  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  sound record ings .  
And a l s o  t h e  r o l e s  mentioned by P e t e r  
S tu r sbe rg  of t h e  CBC which c r ea t ed  per- 
haps,  a f t e r  World War 11, a  l o t  of pro- 
grams i n  i ts  c u l t u r a l  mandate t o  t r y  t o  
seek ou t  and f i n d  t h e  Canadian i d e n t i t y  
and exp re s s  it wherever it  was found 
s i n c e  i t  was p u b l i c l y  funded and t h e  
mandate was a  c u l t u r a l  r a t h e r  t han  a  
commercial one--this was n o t  t h e  c a s e  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s .  Hence broadcas t ing  
occupied a much l a r g e r  r o l e  i n  Canada 
than  it d i d  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  I n  
f a c t ,  i t ' s  somewhat i r o n i c  when you look  
a t  t h e  evo lu t ion  of o r a l  h i s to ry -a t  
l e a s t  t h i s  w a s  my exper ience  when I 
f i r s t  came t o  it-I r a n  i n t o  Barry Broad- 
f o o t ' s  book which was c e r t a i n l y  an  ex- 
c e l l e n t  book. I c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  bu t  f e e l  
t h a t  i t  w a s  s o r t  of a  follow-up and a 
Canadian equ iva l en t  of  t h e  S tuds  Terke l  
book. And Canada once aga in  was f o l l o -  
wing t h e  l e a d  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  
Th i s  opinion w a s  a c t u a l l y  e a s i l y  formed 
and t h a t  was t h e  view o f  people i n  Uni- 
t ed  S t a t e s  when I went t o  a few confe- 
r ences  from t h e r e ,  who a l s o  could n o t  
understand why Canadians i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
c o l l e c t e d  on t a p e  r a t h e r  than t r an -  
s c r i p t .  They e i t h e r  thought  w e  were a  
b i t  l a z y  I t h i n k ,  o r  perhaps w e  j u s t  
cou ldn ' t  a f f o r d  it. But t hey  never 
understood and I t h i n k  t h e y  do now, t h a t  
t h e  reason  why w a s  t h e  l a r g e  r o l e  of 
CBC. Therefore  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  i n  terms 
of us ing  o r a l  h i s t o r y  techniques  i n  t h e  
modern s ense ,  i s  a  longer  one than  i n  
t h e  United S t a t e s .  I o f t e n  t h i n k  f o r  
many of t h o s e  who heard t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
t h e  word o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  terms of  Barry 



Broadfoot while listening to "Voice of 
the Pioneer," on CBC, might have had a 
little feeling of dgja vu since the 
1v Voice of the Pioneer" preceded Barry 
Broadfoot's by at least 10 years. 

Because the CBC collects its material 
on tape rather than transcripts and 
because these tapes were deposited in 
archives explains, perhaps, the role of 
archives in an oral history association 
such as ours. Perhaps the biggest ex- 
planation and most simple explanation 
for why archivist have been involved in 
oral history and in the Association is 
that oral history is simply a part of 
our job description. 

The term oral historian, or the fact 
of oral history is a debate in itself. 
Many people feel that there is no such 
thing as an oral historian. I personal- 
ly feel that - if I can add my position 
here - oral history is created by many 
disciplines and it should be judged by 
the discipline which created it. How- 
ever, regardless of the outcome of all 
the disciplines which are now active in 
the creation of oral history for their 
own purposes, there's one discipline 
that is responsible for all of it and 
that's the archival. For in the process 
of creating their oral history for their 
partf~cular discipline, they are in the 
process often of making significant 
additions to the historical record. And 
it is our job as archivists to bring 

order into this rather untidy reality 
that is presented to us. 

I should say at this moment that the 
heavy involvement of archivists in oral 
history should not be interpreted as a 
unanimity of archival opinion. Some are 
enthusiastic, others skeptical of its 
value. This has often led to debate of 
whether archivists should create or 
collect the record. If I may venture 
and steal a page from Derek Reimer's 
paper which states "The important task 
of archivists perhaps is to present as 
balanced and representative record of 
our past as possible. And perhaps in 
this sense oral history should be viewed 
as a new and challenging method of se- 
lecting historical documentation. It 
does not become as questionable perhaps 
if you assume that the historical record 
does exist within the mind and memory of 
an individual, it's a function of the 
interviewer to select what is important 
out of that record." 

Oral history, as an extension of the 
traditional archival role of selection, 
is a means of strengthening a record 
which is now diffuse because of techno- 
logical advances in other areas. Many 
historians have commented that there is 
much more of the record but less in it. 
Hopefully oral history by a judicious 
use of the archival selection, in coope- 
ration with the academics, can focus in 
on what is important and therefore 
strengthen the record. 


