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I ' d  l i k e  t o  begin t h i s  p r e sen t a t i on  
wi th  a  b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n t o  work t h a t  
Mary Reed, who was a l s o  he re  today,  and 
I a r e  doing on s i x  sma l l  towns i n  Wash- 
i ng ton  and Idaho and then  b r i e f l y  ex- 
p l a i n  how and i f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  can be 
u s e f u l  t o  our  work. The Falouse County 
of e a s t e r n  Washington and no r the rn  Idaho 
was s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  187Os, and by t h e  
t u r n  of t h e  cen tury  t h e  shape .of  t h e  
reg ion  was f a i r l y  wel l  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
Plost t r a d i n g  communities had come and 
many had come and gone, based upon t h e  
need of t h e  people and t h e  whims of  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  b u i l d e r s .  

To look  a t  a  map of t h e  r eg ion  today ,  
you see a document do t t ed  wi th  thle names 
of many towns wi th  no phys ica l  remains.  
Some of  t h e  e a r l y  towns however d i d  

su rv ive  and s i x  of t h e s e  huddle around a  
t h i r t y  mi le  a r b i t r a r y  boundary which we 
c a l l  t h e  s tate l i n e .  Three of them-- 
Pa louse ,  Pullman and Uniontown a r e  i n  
Washington and they a r e  pa i r ed  wi th  
t h e i r  "sister cornmunit.ies" i n  Idaho-- 
P o t l a t c h ,  Moscow and Genesee. The com- 
mun i t i e s  range i n  populat ion from 400 t o  
20,000 when a l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  i n  
town. Af t e r  l i v i n g  i n  one of  t h o s e  
towns f o r  a  few yea r s ,  Mary and I rea- 
l i z e d  w e  knew very l i t t l e  about  any of 
them. It d id  n o t  t a k e  long  a f t e r  a  
quick s ea rch  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  of A m e r i -  
can urban h i s t o r y  t o  f i n d  ou t  t h a t  i n  
f a c t  people  know very l i t t l e  about  t h e s e  
s i z e  communities anywhere i n  t h e  coun- 
t r y .  I n  r e c e n t  yea r s  American h i s t o -  
r i a n s  have spen t  s o  much e f f o r t  s tudying  
c i t ies  t h a t  a  new f i e l d  c a l l e d  "urban 
h i s t o r y v v  has  evolved. But most American 
urban h i s t o r y  i s  just .  t h a t ,  i t  d e a l s  
a lmost  t o t a l l y  wi th  l a r g e  urban a r e a s .  
With few except ions  American h i s t o r i a n s  
have no t  been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  documenting 
smal l  town exper iences .  Yet t h e  h i s t o -  
r i a n  Page Smith has  w r i t t e n :  "If  w e  



e x c e p t  t h e  f a m i l y  and church ,  t h e  b a s i c  
form o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and e x p e r i -  
e n c e  by t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of Americans 
up i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  decades  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y  was t h e  small town. " 

Sonre s i g n i f i c a n t  work h a s  been done 
on c o l o n i a l  v i l l a g e s  and mid-western 
towns,  b u t  t h e  new urban h i s t o r y  h a s  
l a r g e l y  passed  wes te rn  towns by. Who 
makes d e c i s i o n s  i n  t h e s e  towns? Did 
l o c a l  t a l e n t s  become l e s s  autonomous 
w i t h  improved t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a l  l i n k s ,  
t h e  r i s e  o f  c h a i n  s t o r e s  o r  i n c r e a s e d  
governmental  a u t h o r i t y  a t  County,  S t a t e  
and Federa l  l e v e l s ?  Are s m a l l  towns 
r e a l l y  s o c i a l 1  y  s i m p l e  conununit ies? Why 
do some e t h n i c  g roups  se t t le  i n  some 
towns bu t  n o t  i n  o t h e r s  nea rby?  What 
a b o u t  b o o s t e r i s m  and t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  
women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  community deve- 
lopnlent? Why do some towns grow and 
o t h e r s  l a n g u i s h ?  F i n a l l y  w h i l e  t h e r e  
have been i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e  s t u d i e s  of  
numerous c i t i e s  and a few towns,  we d i d  
n o t  know enough a b o u t  t h e  c o n ~ p a r a t j v e  
development of  communities.  Did towns 
deve lop  i n  vacuunls o r  d i d  one community 
have a n  impac t  upon t h e  development of  
a n o t h e r ?  I f  we b e l i e v e  t h a t  wes te rn  
towns a r e  d e s e r v i n g  o f  more s t u d y ,  t h e n  
we must deve lop  a methodology f o r  such  
s t u d y .  

Yet h i s t o r i a n s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s t u d y  
s u c h  c o n ~ m u n i t i e s  can  become f r u s t r a t e d .  
I may g i v e  you an example o r  two. Much 
o f  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t ,  a l t h o u g h  labo-  
r i o u s l y  w r i t t e n  urban r e s e a r c h  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s ,  h a s  been under taken  by q u a n t i -  
f i e r s  u s i n g  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s .  However a l l  
t h e  towns i n  o u r  s t u d y ,  a s  i s  t y p i c a l  of  
w e s t e r n  towns,  were founded a f t e r  t h e  
1870 F e d e r a l  Census.  Ey 1880 o n l y  one  
town i n  o u r  s t u d y  w a s  l a r g e  enough t o  
have a  s e p a r a t e  l i s t i n g .  The 1890 Fede- 
r a l  Census w a s  d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e .  By 
t h e  t i m e  of t h e  1900 Census f i v e  o f  o u r  
towns were a l r e a d y  w e l l  deve loped ,  and 
o n l y  t h e  1910 c e n s u s  is  t h e  l a t e s t  one  
open t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  Thus i t  i s  r e a l l y  
i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  u s e  c e n s u s  m a t e r i a l  
t o  show m o b i l i t y  o r  m i g r a t i o n  p a t t e r n s  
o r  i n  o t h e r  ways t o  u t i l i z e  them i n  

t r a c i n g  a town's  development. To g i v e  
you a n o t h e r  example: many o f f i c i a l  town 
r e c o r d s  have c a s u a l l y  been thrown away 
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  Unl ike  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
r e c o r d s  of l a r g e  c i t ies ,  t h e s e  small 
town r e c o r d s  a r e  u s u a l l y  handled by 
v o l u n t e e r  c i t y  c o u n c i l s  and whether o r  
n o t  t h e y  have managed t o  make it th rough  
t h e  y e a r s ,  i s  merely  a m a t t e r  o f  chance.  

But I d o n ' t  want t o  be labour  t h i s  
p o i n t  of  l a c k  of r e c o r d s  t h a t  can  be  
used t o  t r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  what was going 
on i n  s m a l l  towns: c o u r t  and p r o b a t e  
r e c o r d s ,  newspaper a c c o u n t s ,  minute  
books,  church ,  l o d g e ,  and c i v i c  c l u b  
r e c o r d s ,  pho tographs ,  p l o t  maps, a r t i -  
f a c t s ,  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  and t h e  l i s t  
cou ld  go on and on. I n  f a c t ,  I g u e s s ,  
one o f  t h e  problems t h a t  we a r e  having 
i s  n o t  t h e  l a c k  of  r e c o r d s ,  b u t  t h e  bulk  
o f  them and how we d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  over-  
whelming amount o f  m a t e r i a l .  I doubt 
t h a t  t h e  s m a l l  towns t h a t  w e  are s t u -  
dy ing  a r e  unique i n  t h a t  r e g a r d .  But i t  
normal ly  t a k e s  a good amount of  t i m e  t o  
f i n d  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  because  t h e y  have 
n o t  y e t  been d e p o s i t e d  i n  a r c h i v e s  and 
h a n d i l y  c a t a l o g u e d .  It i s  because  of  
t h i s  t h a t  s o  l i t t l e  work h a s  been done 
i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  Because t h e s e  t y p e s  o f  
r e c o r d s  have been s o  h a r d  t o  f i n d  it 
seems t h a t  much o f  what h a s  been recen-  
t l y  passed  f o r  s o c i a l  and urban h i s t o r y  
i s  n o t  s o c i a l  a t  a l l  because  h i s t o r i a n s  
a r e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  go o u t  and s e e k  i n f o r -  
mat ion t h a t  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y .  Con- 
s e q u e n t l y  many s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n s  have 
become q u a n t i f i e r s ,  l a b o r i o u s l y  sea rch-  
i n g  t h r o u g h  a v a i l a b l e  s tatist ical  re- 
c o r d s .  But " s o c i a l "  t o  m e  c o n n o t e s  peop- 
l e ,  and t o o  much s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  r e a l l y  
t e l l s  u s  v e r y  l i t t l e  a b o u t  peop le .  One 
c a n n o t  squeeze  s o c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  from a 
tomb s t o n e  o r  from a c e n s u s  r e c o r d .  
T h e r e f o r e  we a r e  f o r t u n a t e  i n  one s e n s e  
when d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  compara t ive ly  
r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  o f  a  s m a l l  wes te rn  town 
because  w e  do have a p r imary  s o u r c e  of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  can t r u l y  t e l l  u s  abou t  
t h e  s o c i a l  development o f  t h e  communi- 
t i e s ,  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n f o r m a n t s .  



We a l l  know t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  can be 
used t o  f i l l  i n  gaps i n  documentary 
evidence and w e  a l l  know t h a t  i t  can be 
used t o  add co lo r  t o  our  n a r r a t i v e s .  
For example t h e r e  i s  a  s t o r y  t h a t  i s  
o f t e n  t o l d  among Latah County informants  
about t h e  founding of P o t l a t c h ,  t h e  
lumber company i n  town, i n  1905. Mos- 
cow, t h e  b igges t  town i n  t h e  county a t  
t h a t  t i m e , f u l l y  expected t h a t  t h e  gigan- 
t i c  Weyerhauser s a w m i l l  would be l oca t ed  
i n  t h e i r  c i t y  which they  n o t  s o  humbly 
c a l l e d  t h e  "queen" c i t y  of t h e  
I! Palouse .I1 But B i l l  Derry who was t h e  
gene ra l  manager of t h e  P o t l a t c h  Lumber 
Company had a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  i d e a  a s  
one informant  has  noted.  A group of 
d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  lumber company were 
meeting i n  Moscow t o  decide where t o  
l o c a t e  t h e  f a c t o r y .  Old B i l l  Derry came 
i n  from t h e  woods, pu l led  o f f  h i s  boots  
and began drying h i s  f e e t  and s tock ings  
by t h e  s tove .  When he heard t h e  d i rec-  
t o r s  d i s cus s ing  Moscow a s  t h e  s i t e  of 
t h e  m i l l ,  he jumped up barefooted ,  went 
t o  t h e  t a b l e  where a  l a r g e  map l a y ,  
picked up a  p e n c i l  and s a i d  i n  h i s  t h i c k  
I r i s h  brogue: "Gentlemen, t h e r e  i s  n o t  
enough water i n  Moscow t o  bap t i ze  a  
bas t a rd ,  t h e  m i l l  w i l l  go here." H e  
then punched a  h o l e  i n  t h e  map, e x a c t l y  
where P o t l a t c h  now s t ands .  Of course  
B i l l  Derry was very f a m i l i a r  wi th  t h e  
map. We have never been a h l e  t o  v e r i f y  
t h a t  s t o r y .  I pe r sona l ly  doubt t h a t  i t  
ever  took p l ace  exac t ly  l i k e  t h a t .  But 
t o  i gno re  such o r a l  h i s t o r y  accounts  is  
t o  m i s s  a  good amount of l o c a l  c o l o r  and 
t r a d i t i o n  and beyond t h a t  we could w r i t e  
pages and pages which never s t a t e  a s  
s u c c i n c t l y  a s  t h i s  does a s  t o  why t h e  
m i l l  was n o t  l oca t ed  i n  Moscow. 

There is nothing wrong wi th  us ing  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  t o  plug gaps o r  t o  add 
c o l o r ,  but  un fo r tuna t e ly  t h i s  i s  t h e  
only way most h i s t o r i a n s  of today a r e  
found t o  u t i l i z e  t h i s  t r u l y  ou ts tanding  
primary source.  To most h i s t o r i a n s  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  i s  s t i l l  non- t r ad i t i ona l  and n o t  
r e l i e d  on t o  t h e  e x t e n t  it  should.  Too 
o f t e n  h i s t o r i a n s  w i l l  use  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
as a  f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  of photographs. 

Once a  manuscript ha s  been w r i t t e n ,  they  
w i l l  spend a  couple  of hours  browsing 
through t h e  photographs t o  plug p r e t t y  
p i c t u r e s  i n t o  t h e i r  book. It is n o t  
c l e a r  t o  them t h a t  non - t r ad i t i ona l  sour- 
ces l i k e  photographs and o r a l  h i s t o r y  
can be j u s t  a s  va luab le  a s  a r e sea rch  
t o o l  a s  newspapers o r  census r eco rds  o r  
any of t h e  o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  sources .  
Ora l  h i s t o r y  in formants  can t e l l  u s  
t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  w r i t t e n  i n  any type  
of documents. For example i n  our s tudy  
w e  have found t h a t  t h e  depress ion  r e a l l y  
h i t  t h e  Palouse t h e  h a r d e s t  i n  t h e  
1920s, and by t h e  t i m e  of t h e  1930s most 
people would n o t  have known t h a t  they  
were i n  a  g r e a t  depress ion  i f  t hey  had 
read  about  i t .  Ora l  h i s t o r y  in formants  
have a l s o  t o l d  u s  how t h i n g s  work: saw- 
m i l l s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  t h r e s h i n g  machines and 
s o  f o r t h .  Information t h a t  w e  a t  l e a s t  
had never been a b l e  t o  f i n d  w r i t t e n  down 
i n  any p l ace .  Informants  w i l l  o f t e n  
mention a  t o p i c  t h a t  a h i s t o r i a n  would 
have never thought  of i n q u i r i n g  about  i f  
he or  s h e  on ly  s a t  i n  an a r ch ives .  For 
o r a l  h i s t o r y  f o r c e s  u s  t o  look a t  i s s u e s  
i n  an e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  way than  read- 
i n g  documents does.  

I f  someone had miraculously l i v e d  t o  
be 200 and some and grown up i n  a colo- 
n i a l  v i l l a g e ,  had a  h i s t o r i a n  known he 
w a s  l i v i n g  he would n o t  have ignored 
such a  va luable  r e sou rce .  I n  f a c t ,  it 
would be i n c r e d i b l e  f o l l y  n o t  t o  i n t e r -  
view a  person simply because w e  harbor  
some n o t i o n s  about t h e  f r a i l t y  of human 
memory. And y e t  t h e r e  are people who 
purpor t  t o  be h i s t o r i a n s  running around 
l a t e  19 th  and 20th cen tury  t o p i c s ,  who 
had an oppor tun i ty  t o  speak t o  j u s t  such 
informants  and who d id  no t  do s o .  It i s  
t i m e  t h a t  "soc ia l"  h i s t o r i a n s  become 
t r u l y  soc.ia1. The i n t e n s i v e  use  of o r a l  
h i s t o r y  can g r e a t l y  enhance our  know- 
ledge  of t h e  s o c i a l  development of smal l  
western towns. I n  f a c t  I would f i n d  it 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  accep t  as s e r i o u s  h i s t o r y  
any w r i t t e n  record  of western urban 
a r e a s  o r  small towns t h a t  did no t  make 
ex t ens ive  u se  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  m a t e r i a l s .  

I do n o t  want t o  dwell  on our  p r o j e c t  



ove r ly  long ,  s u f f i c e  i t  t o  say  t h a t  w e  
a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  l i v e  i n  an a r e a  t h a t  
has  t h r e e  very l a r g e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  col-  
l e c t i o n s ,  t o t a l l i n g  we l l  over a thousand 
hours  of t a p e ,  one of which was very 
f i n e l y  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  Whitman County 
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc.iety, l a r g e l y  by Margaret 
Knight. We a r e  u t i l i z i n g  many of t h e s e  
a s  w e l l  a s  w r i t t e n  reminiscences and 
t r a n s c r i p t s  of i n t e r v i e w s  conducted with 
p ioneers  of t h e  1930s and 1940s. It is  
no exaggera t ion  t o  say  t h a t  t h e s e  f i r s t  
person accounts  a r e  our most va luab le  
r e sou rces .  

There a r e  two fundamental drawbacks 
t h a t  I should mention about t h e s e  r i c h  
r eco rds ,  however. One l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  a l l  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  c o n s i s t  a lmost  
t o t a l l y  of l i f e  h i s t o r y  i n t e rv i ews  and 
w e  w i l l  s t i l l  need, d e s p i t e  t h e  v a s t  
amount of m a t e r i a l ,  t o  do more i n t e r -  
viewing on more s p e c i f i c  t o p i c s .  Fur- 
t h e r  because of t h e  sheer  volume of t h e  
m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e ,  w e  f i n d  t h a t  we 
cannot  make use of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  u n l e s s  
t h e  t a p e s  a r e  t r a n s c r i b e d  o r  a t  least 
ex t ens ive ly  indexed because we simply 
don ' t  have time t o  l i s t e n  t o  every t a p e  
o f  every o l d  t i m e r .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  
t h i s  i s  a  problem, t h a t  t o o  o f t e n  o r a l  
h i s t o r i a n s  spend s o  much a t t e n t i o n  on 
t h e  pre- interview and g e t t i n g  t h e  i n t e r -  
view t h a t  w e  s t i l l ,  d e s p i t e  people 
haranguing about  it over and over aga in ,  
do n o t  spend enough t i m e  t o  make our  
c o l l e c t i o n s  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  publ ic .  

11 Le t  M e  See wi.th Your Eyes--Vancouver 
Eas t r r  

by Daphne Plarlatt 

I thought  what I would do i s  t e l l  you 
about  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  how Carole  I t t e r ,  my 
co l l eague  and I opera ted  i n  it, g ive  you 
a  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  p r o j e c t  i t s e l f .  F i r s t  
of a l l ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  an o r a l  h i s t o r y  
c o l l e c t e d  by two women who a r e  o r a l  
h i s t o r i a n s .  We a r e ,  by p ro fe s s ion ,  
a r t i s t s .  Caro le  i s  a  v i s u a l  a r t i s t  and 

a writer, and I am a l s o  a  writer. We 
a r e ,  however, both i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o r a l  
h i s t o r y .  We came a t  it a s  amateurs,  
wi th  an amateur i n t e r e s t .  We came on it 
more o r  less by chance. I rece ived  a  
c a l l  from B i l l  Langlo is  who was then 
e d i t o r  of  Sound Her i t age ,  ask ing  m e  i f  I 
would l i k e  t o  e d i t  an i s s u e .  During t h e  
course  of t h e  p r o j e c t ,  which took about 
two y e a r s ,  Derek Reimer took over from 
B i l l .  A s  it happened, I had j u s t  moved 
i n t o  Vancouver Eas t .  I had been l i v i n g  
i n  i t  f o r  6 months when he phoned me, 
and I s a i d  r i g h t  away: "Well, t h e  ob- 
v ious  a r e a  t o  do an o r a l  h i s t o r y  on i s  
t h i s  neighbourhood." Carole  had been 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  neighbourhood f o r  s i x  
yea r s  by then ,  and I asked h e r  t o  j o in  
m e  on i t .  We both wanted t o  f i n d  ou t  
more about  what we thought  was our 
neighbourhood, a l though i n  very obvious 
ways i t  was n o t  "ours.' ' It c l e a r l y  had 
a long h i s t o r y  t h a t  preceded us  and it 
obviously had a  c u l t u r e  t h a t  was d i f f e -  
r e n t  from our  own WASP background. So 
t h a t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  po in t  I want t o  make. 
We were i n  i t ,  we were i n  t h e  middle of 
i t ,  but  w e  were a l s o  d i s t i n c t  from it. 

Because w e  were no t  o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  
w e  were anxious about  accuracy.  We took 
t h e  r 'h is tory ' r  p a r t  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  very 
s e r i o u s l y .  We d id  a  l o t  of r e sea rch ,  
read ing  o t h e r  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  t hen  h is -  
t o r i c a l  books about  va r ious  e t h n i c  mino- 
r i t i e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Adachi 's  The Ene- 
my That Never Was and Morton's I n  A Sea 
of S t e r i l e  Mountains. Ce r t a in  soc io lo-  
g i c a l  s t u d i e s  t o o ,  such a s  Novakrs The 
Rise of t h e  Unmeltable E thn ic s  and l o c a l  
h i s t o r y ,  Matthews' Ear ly  Vancouver which 
i s  a f a n t a s t i c  h i s t o r y  of a  c i t y .  We 
a l s o  looked a t  a range of l o c a l  pam- 
p h l e t s  and smal l  books. We c r o s s  chec- 
ked a s  much of t h e  s t o r i e s  w e  were t o l d  
a s  w e  could ,  by going through t h e  back- 
f i l e s  of  l o c a l  newspapers, consu l t i ng  
t h e  H i s t o r i c  Photos Div is ion  of t h e  
pub l i c  l i b r a r y ,  checking o l d  c i t y  d i r ec -  
t o r i e s  and consu l t i ng  whatever labour  
h i s t o r i e s  w e  could f i n d .  A l l  t h i s  for -  
med a  s o r t  of suppor t  n e t  f o r  t h e  i n f o r -  
mation der ived  from peop le ' s  l i f e  s t o r -  



ies. That in format ion  being more f rag-  
mentary but  a l s o  much more v i t a l  and 
moving. 

When w e  began in t e rv i ewing ,  w e  f e l t  
w e  should make a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s tudy  of 
t h e  neighbourhood, and s o  der ived a  list 
of s tandard  ques t i ons  which w e  meant t o  
put  t o  a l l  our  in te rv iewees .  Accuracy 
and s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  were our i n i t i a l  
bugbears. These inc luded  ques t i ons  of  
parentage,  t h e  o l d  count ry ,  d a t e  of 
immigration, occupat ion,  school ing ,  re- 
l i g i o n ,  membership i n  s o c i a l  groups l i k e  
t h e  Ukrainian Community Center o r  Chi- 
nese  Benevolent Soc ie ty  o r  t h e  I t a l i a n  
Or ig in  S o c i e t i e s .  Because w e  were women 
and mothers of young c h i l d r e n ,  w e  were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e t h n i c  d i e t ,  
va r ious  cooking methods, home medicine,  
t r a d i t i o n a l  f e s t i v e  food,  a t t i t u d e s  t o  
schools ,  methods of home gardening,  
s u r v i v a l  s k i l l s  l i k e  mushroom ga the r ing ,  
da i ry ing  on Fa l se  Creek f l a t s ,  r a i s i n g  
chickens.  We quick ly  abandoned t h e  
un ive r sa l  l ist however when w e  r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  people had s t o r i e s  t o  t e l l  u s ,  
s t o r i e s  i n  both t h e  sense  of l i f e  s to -  
r i e s  which a r e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  ques t i ons  
only i n t e r r u p t e d  o r  f o r e s t a l l e d ,  and 
s t o r i e s  i n  a  s ense  of anecdotes ,  t a l e s  
they enjoyed t e l l i n g ,  t a l e s  they  had 
been t o l d  before  e i t h e r  w i th in  t h e  fami- 
l y  o r  on t h e  block o r  i n  l a r g e r  group- 
i n g s .  There was o f t e n  a very a f f e c t i o -  
n a t e ,  sometimes a  s t i l l  angry t e l l i n g  of 
t a l e s  which gave a  whole new l i s t  of 
t h i n g s  we had t o  c r o s s  check: f o r  i n -  
s t ance ,  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  neighbourhood, 
both heroes  and e c c e n t r i c s ,  b r o t h e l s ,  
boot leg j o i n t s ,  shoot-outs ,  t h e  1918 f l u  
epidemic, t h e  longshoremen's s t r i k e  of 
1935, Hoggan's Al ley ,  t h e  Japanese eva- 
cua t ion ,  c e r t a i n  g r o c e r i e s  o r  bake r i e s  
t h e  whole community took p r i d e  i n .  Here 
it was a  mat te r  of s o r t i n g  o u t  exaggera- 
t i o n  from f a c t .  And t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  
t o p i c s  and themes t h a t  would be volun- 
t e e r e d  over and over:  t h e  l o c a l  thea- 
tres, t r u s t i n g  one ' s ne ighbours ,  boot- 
l egging ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  mosaic,  and which 
streets were e t h n i c  s e t t l e m e n t s .  

It became c l e a r  t o  u s  t h a t  a  p o r t r a i t  

of t h e  neighbourhood could only be drawn 
from overlayed p o r t r a i t s  of many i n d i v i -  
d u a l s '  l i v e s .  We kept  some of our  o r i -  
g i n a l  ques t i ons ,  more o r  l e s s  a s  a way 
of keeping our  own record  s t r a i g h t .  
Af t e r  t h o s e  i n i t i a l  l o c a t i n g  ques t i ons  
we then l e t  each in t e rv i ewee  t e l l  u s  
what t hey  had t o  t e l l  u s ,  t h e i r  l i f e  
s t o r i e s  wi th  prompting and a  c e r t a i n  
amount of  guidance from us.  So w e  were 
b a s i c a l l y  a f t e r  two t h i n g s  a t  once. The 
f i r s t  was t h e  f e e l  of t h e  t i m e s  of t h e  
neighbourhood--the t e x t u r e  of t h e  d a i l y  
l i f e  of each e t h n i c  group, a  s ense  of 
how t h e  d i s t r i c t  looked i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
period--in o t h e r  words, t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  
o r a l  h i s t o r y .  I n  a  novel  t h i s  would t h e  
background of t h e  s e t t i n g .  And then  
secondly what amounts t o  t h e  foreground,  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l i f e  s t o r y ,  t h e  shape 
of h i s  o r  h e r  exper ience .  

Methodology: Well, it was a  l a r g e  
p r o j e c t .  We v i s i t e d  some 50 people  i n  
depth ,  about  70 people  i n  t o t a l ,  n o t  
count ing  meetings wi th  o t h e r s  who then 
decided a g a i n s t  being in te rv iewed.  Th i s  
was a  problem i n  c e r t a i n  e t h n i c  communi- 
t i e s .  Each record ing  s e s s i o n  l a s t e d  
about  a n  hour and a  h a l f .  

We ended up wi th  200 hours  of t a p e  
and a  t r a n s c r i p t ,  spac ious ly  typed,  of 
over  3000 pages.  We began in t e rv i ewing  
i n  January 1977 and t h e  book came o u t ,  I 
t h i n k ,  i n  la te  1979. It took about  2 
yea r s  a l t o g e t h e r .  We gathered s o  much 
informat ion  and misinformation t h a t  it 
became necessary  t o  keep t r a c k  of every- 
t h i n g  s o  a s  n o t  t o  confuse ou r se lves  and 
our  i n t e rv i ewees .  We kept  d e t a i l e d  
workbooks f o r  t h i s  purpose. 

Procedure: We t r i e d  t o  s t a y  w i th in  
one e t h n i c  community, f i n d i n g  out  a s  
much information a s  we could about  i t ,  
doing a s  much cross-checking a s  w e  could 
before  going on t o  t h e  nex t .  We i n t e r -  
viewed wi th in  t h e  fo l lowing  communities: 
I t a l i a n ,  Jewish,  Chinese,  Japanese,  Yu- 
gos l av i an ,  Black and Ukrainian communi- 
t ies .  We could only f i n d  one i n d i v i d u a l  
t h a t  was s t i l l  l i v i n g  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  
l a r g e l y  WASP enc lave  of S t r a thcona ,  and 
he moved t h e r e  a s  a c h i l d  from New West- 



m i n s t e r  i n  1898, o r  a t  l e a s t  h e  was t h e  
o n l y  one w e  cou ld  f i n d  who would g i v e  u s  
an  i n t e r v i e w .  We d i d  meet a  c o u p l e  o f  
e l d e r l y  women of t h a t  group b u t  t h e y  
were ve ry  l o a t h  t o  be recorded .  We 
f a i l e d  t o  c o n t a c t  any Gypseys o r  Swedes, 
a l t h o u g h  both  of t h e s e  groups  were re- 
f e r r e d  t o  o f t e n .  

Also i t  t o o k  u s  a  w h i l e  t o  g e t  t h e  
f e e l  f o r  each e t h n i c  community. To 
f i g u r e  o u t  who t h e  spokespersons  were,  
what t h e  p o l i t i c s  was--there were v a r i -  
ous  r i v a l  g roups  w i t h i n  each community. 
Who w e  wanted t o  i n t e r v i e w  and who w e  
were a b l e  t o  i n t e r v i e w  d i d  n o t  a lways 
o v e r l a p ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y .  We made i n i t i a l  
c o n t a c t s  by t e l e p h o n e  o r  by m a i l  s a y i n g  
who had r e f e r r e d  u s  and what we were 
do ing  and why f o r  what purpose ,  what 
p a r t i c u l a r  h e l p  w e  f e l t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
i n d i v i d u a l  could  g i v e  u s  i n  f i l l i n g  o u t  
our  p i c - t u r e  of t h e  neighbourhood, e t c .  
And I t h i n k  i t  w a s  h e l p f u l  t o  u s  t h a t  
our  b a s i c  push was t o  do a p o r t r a i t  o f  
t h e  neighbourhood because  I t h i n k  t h a t  
made our  i n t e r v i e w e e s  f e e l  less t h r e a -  
t e n e d .  Tha t  i s  t h a t  each  was c o n t r i b u -  
t i n g  something t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  por- 
t r a i t  i n  t h e  form of t e l l i n g  u s  t h e i r  
l i f e  s t o r i e s  b u t  t h e  f o c u s  w a s  on t h e  
c o l l e c t i v i t y .  

I f  t h e  pe rson  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  be ing  
i n t e r v i e w e d ,  w e  made a p r e l i m i n a r y  v i s i t  
w i t h  a non-recording s e s s i o n .  It gave 
u s  a s e n s e  o f  how w i l l i n g  t h e  i n t e r -  
viewee w a s ,  how a r t i c u l a t e ,  and what h i s  
o r  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  might  c o n t r i b u t e .  A t  
f i r s t  we t r i e d  t o  a v o i d  hav ing  them t e l l  
u s  any s t o r i e s  because  we were v e r y  
a f r a i d  t h a t  once t h e y  t o l d  u s  a  s t o r y ,  
t h e y  would never  r e p e a t  it. Then we 
d i scovered  tha t .  peop le  enjoyed r e t e l l i n g  
s t o r i e s  s o  t h a t  w a s  c l e a r l y  n o t  a prob- 
l e m  e x c e p t  i n  a  few i n s t a n c e s .  Then 
t h e r e  were two, sometimes t h r e e  r e c o r -  
d i n g  v i s i t s  and sometimes a wrap up 
v i s i t .  

E d i t i n g :  Well, t h e  t r a n s c r i b i n g  w a s  
a huge job.  The Arch ives  s u p p l i e d  u s  
w i t h  an  e x c e l l e n t  t r a n s c r i b e r ,  L o r r a i n e  
Buchanon, who had a  music degree  and a 
very  a c c u r a t e  e a r .  So t h e  f i r s t  phase  

of t r a n s c r i b i n g  w a s  a b s o l u t e l y  primary.  
She t r a n s c r i b e d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n c l u d i n g  
pauses  and "ahs" and f a l s e  s e n t e n c e  
starts. A s  t h e  p r o j e c t  went on and t h e  
p i l e s  o f  t r a n s c r i p t  pages  began moun- 
t i n g ,  t h i s  was changed t o  a  more econo- 
m i c a l  approach.  Leave o u t  f a l s e  starts 
and "ahs" which would be e d i t e d  o u t  of 
t h e  book anyway. The problem w i t h  t h i s  
was t h a t  it meant l e a v i n g  some c h o i c e s  
o f  what w a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  L o r r a i n e  t o  
make, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h o s e  p a s s a g e s  where 
s e l f - c e n s o r i n g  was e v i d e n t .  A s  we star- 
t e d  runn ing  o u t  of t ime  w i t h  t h e  pub l i -  
c a t i o n  d e a d l i n e  t o  r e a c h  and t h e  p r o j e c t  
grown beyond budget  l i m i t s  a t  t h e  Arch- 
i v e s ,  t h i s  was f u r t h e r  changed t o  t r a n -  
s c r i b e  o n l y  t h o s e  p a r t s  p r e t t y  d e f i n i t e -  
l y  t o  be used i n  t h e  book. 

The e d i t i n g  was mos t ly  a m a t t e r  of 
c u t t i n g .  We went th rough  s e v e r a l  dras-  
t i c  c u t s  because  t h e  material we had 
even a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i n g  was much 



more than  a  double i s s u e  of Sound Heri- 
t a g e  could cope wi th .  We had t o  be much 
more s e l e c t i v e  t han  we wanted t o  be a s  
t h i s  involved s e l e c t i n g  f o r  con ten t  and 
l o s i n g  some passages which were t o l d  
uniquely.  We o f t e n  had t o  s p l i c e  t o  g e t  
d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  i n t e rv i ew  toge t -  
her  and were c a r e f u l  t o  be a s  c l o s e  t o  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  con tex t  a s  pos s ib l e .  

But t h e  r e a l  dilenlma f a c i n g  us  as 
e d i t o r s  was how much t o  c l e a n  up grammar 
f o r  t h e  sake  of  pub l i ca t i on .  Carole  and 
I had many deba t e s  about  t h i s .  We both 
f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  was an "o ra l  h i s t o r y , "  
t h a t  t h e  f u l l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of what was 
t o l d  l a y  n o t  f i r s t  i n  what, but i n  how 
it was t o l d .  The pub l i ca t i on  should be 
f a i t h f u l  t o  that*. We f e l t  f o r  in -  
s t ance  t h a t  i n  many of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o -  
r i e s  t h a t  we d id  r ead ,  t h a t  t o o  much had 
been taken  ou t  and t h a t  t h e  a c t u a l  cha- 
r a c t e r ,  t h e  t e x t u r e  of t h e  vo ices  had 
been l o s t .  There was a  kind of susp i -  
c ious  uniformity i n  speech. Now some of 
t h a t  happens when you have a s i n g l e  
t r a n s c r i b e r  anyway, because t h e  t r an -  
s c r i b e r  i s  t h e  one who e s s e n t i a l l y  makes 
t h e  choices  where sen tences  begin and 
end because people speaking o r a l l y  do 
no t  speak i n  sen tences .  So when you 
have a  s i n g l e  t r a n s c r i b e r ,  you do tend 
t o  g e t  a  c e r t a i n  un i formi ty  anyway. But 
we f e l t  t h a t  we wanted t o  r e t a i n  a s  much 
of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  q u a l i t y  of t h e s e  
vo ices  a s  pos s ib l e .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand we o f t e n  i n t e r -  
viewed people whose f i r s t  language was 
no t  Engl i sh ,  whose Engl i sh  on t h e  page 
wi th  t h e  expec ta t ion  of proper Engl i sh  
gave a  f a l s e  impression of t h e i r  a c t u a l  
a r t i c u l a t e n e s s .  That is ,  they  were 
o f t e n  h igh ly  a r t i c u l a t e  i n  t h e i r  own 
language but q u i t e  s t i l t e d  i n  Engl ish.  
And t h e s e  were people who h ighly  valued 
educat ion and f luency .  Yet i f  w e  
c leaned up t h e i r  grammar w e  were s u b t l y  
a l t e r i n g  t h e i r  a c t u a l  vo ices .  For u s  a s  
l i s t e n e r s  and r e a d e r s  much of Ehe plea- 
s u r e  l a y  i n  t h e  way it was t o l d .  We 
heard a  language music i n  what o t h e r s  
might read  a s  only awkward o r  ungramma- 
t i c a l  o r  broken. We f i n a l l y  decided t o  

t r u s t  our  e a r s  and change a s  l i t t l e  a s  
w e  could .  We kept  t o  o r i g i n a l  idiosyn-  
c r a t i c  speech movements even when our 
e d i t i n g  meant c u t t i n g  up o r i g i n a l  sen- 
t ences .  But when it came t o  c o l l o q u i a l  
c o n t r a c t i o n s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  "gonna" f o r  
l I going to"  w e  opted f o r  t h e  s t anda rd  
form, t h e  f u l l  s p e l l i n g .  I n  c a s e s  where 
d i a l e c t  was ope ra t i ng ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  "so 
t h e  next  year  come" o r  " t h i s  town i t  
j u s t  run  i t s e l f 1 '  and i n  some c a s e s ,  i t  
was very mus ica l ,  "n igh t  t i m e ,  any t ime 
and Sundays a l l  day" ( t h a t  i s  p r a c t i c a l -  
l y  a  l i n e  of  p o e t r y ) ,  w e  found t h a t  t h e  
d i a l e c t  had a  music of i t s  own and kept  
it. I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  were one o r  two 
t a p e s  which we found so  f i n e  a t  t h i s  
speech l e v e l ,  we i n s i s t e d  on t r a n s c r i -  
bing it our se lves .  There were a l s o  one 
o r  two t a p e s  w e  f e l t  Lo r r a ine  would have 
g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  t r a n s c r i b i n g  because 
t h e  Engl i sh  was s o  heav i ly  accented and 
broken. I n  f a c t ,  w e  had t o  t r a n s c r i b e  
them immediately a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  
while we s t i l l  could remember what was 
s a i d .  These w e  t r a n s c r i b e d  o u r s e l v e s ,  
l i n k i n g  up broken ph ra se s  on ly  enough t o  
make t h e  s ense  appa ren t ,  bu t  s t i l l  re- 
t a i n i n g  a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e  of t h e  i d i o -  
s y n c r a t i c  movement, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
rhythm of t h a t  pe r son ' s  speech. 

F i n a l l y ,  I t h i n k ,  f o r  m e ,  t h e  va lue  
i n  c o l l e c t i n g  t h i s  h i s t o r y  and e d i t i n g  
it t h e  way w e  d i d ,  was t h a t  it was an  
a t tempt  t o  g ive  a p u b l i c  vo ice  t o  t hose  
who do n o t  u s u a l l y  have a  pub l i c  vo ice .  
We f e l t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  our  neigh- 
bourhood. The people  who a c t u a l l y  l i v e  
and make up t h e  l i f e  of a  d i s t r i c t .  
Most of t h e  h i s t o r i e s  you g e t  a r e  l i k e  
bumps o f f  t h e  h i l l t o p s  of t h e  t e r r a i n .  
You d o n ' t  g e t  what i s  a c t u a l l y  going on 
i n  t h e  s loughs  and t h e  po tholes .  So 
much g e t s  t o l d  i n  t h e  way people  speak,  
and when you have a  c o l l a g e ,  a  composite 
of s o  many d i f f e r e n t  vo i ce s ,  a c c e n t s ,  
o r i g i n s ,  d i a l e c t s ,  you g e t  a  t r u l y  urban 
and t r u l y  c o l l e c t i v e  p o r t r z i t  i n  a  way 
no one man h i s t o r y  of a  c i t y  can match, 
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The o b j e c t  o f  my p r o j e c t  h a s  been t h e  
a n a l y s i s  of t h e  development o f  t h e  c i t y  
of Edmonton t o  1930. It d i d  n o t  have a n  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  focus :  I was a f t e r  a v a r i e -  
t y  of documents. T h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  been 
under taken i n  two phases ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  
which was concerned w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l ,  
p o l i t j . c a 1 ,  p h y s i c a l  and economic deve- 
lopment of t h e  c i t y  of S t r a t h c o n a .  
S t r a t h c o n a  e x i s t e d  as an  independen t  
community from 1891--when it w a s  e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  by Calgary-Edmonton Railroad--to 
1912 when i t  was annexed by t h e  c i t y  of 
Edmonton. The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h i s  phase  were compiled 
i n t o  my m a s t e r ' s  t h e s i s  which w a s  com- 
p l e t e d  i n  1977. The second phase  which 
w i l l  be h o p e f u l l y  completed t - h i s  f a l l ,  
i s  concerned wi th  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  o f  
Edmonton from 1881 when t h e  c i t y  bu i ld -  
i n g  p r o c e s s  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  Hudson 
Bay Company, th rough  t o  1930. The f o c u s  
of t h i s  l a t t e r  s t u d y  h a s  been p r i m a r i l y  
economic. 

Between t h e  commencement of t h e  re- 
s e a r c h  f o r  my master's t h e s i s  and t h e  
complet ion o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  f o r  my Ph.D. 
d i s s e r t a t i o n  I have come f u l l  c i r c l e  i n  
t e r m s  o f  my i n t e r e s t  i n  and u s e  o f  o r a l  
s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  Edmonton f o r  
t h i s  pre-1930 p e r i o d .  My i n i t i a l i n t e -  
r e s t  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  and community h i s -  
t o r y  w a s  sparked by t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a 
community group i n  t h e  o l d  S t r a t h c o n a  
a r e a  who were c o l l e c t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  develop- 
ment of a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n .  An o r a l  
h i s t o r y  program was t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e i r  
r e s e a r c h  e f f o r t .  My d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  i n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  s t a r t e d  a f t e r  
t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s  were completed when 
r e s u l t s  were be ing  o rgan ized  f o r  presen- 
t a t i o n  i n  a  r e p o r t  prepared by t h e  S t r a -  

thcona  h i s t o r i c a l  group. A t o t a l  o f  35 
i n d i v i d u a l s  were i n t e r v i e w e d  o f  which 
f o u r  were a d u l t s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n  
which S t r a t h c o n a  e x i s t e d  as a n  indepen- 
d e n t  community, t h e  remain ing  31 were 
e i t h e r  born i n  S t r a t h c o n a  o r  a r r i v e d  a s  
c h i l d r e n .  

The f o u r  peop le  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  group 
were t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y  most v a l u a b l e  i n -  
fo rmants  s i n c e  t h e y  cou ld  comment d i -  
r e c t l y  upon such i s s u e s  as amalgamation. 
T h i s  group i n c l u d e d  C h a r l e s  H. Grant  who 
was i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  1972 a t  t h e  a g e  o f  88 
and d i e d  a couple  of weeks a f t e r  t h e  
i n t e r v i e w .  Gran t ,  who was a member o f  
t h e  former S t r a t h c o n a  l aw f i r m  of Ruth- 
e r f o r d ,  Jamison and Gran t ,  had p a r t i c i -  
pa ted  i n  t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  
S t r a t h c o n a  c h a r t e r  i n  1907 and had par-  
t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  amalgamation d e b a t e  
which took  p l a c e  i n  1911 and 1912. Ale- 
xander  Cameron Ruther fo rd ,  t h e  s e n i o r  
p a r t n e r  o f  t h i s  law f i r m ,  had been t h e  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  town of  S t r a t h -  
cona.  So t h i s  f i r m  c e r t a i n l y  w a s  asso-  
c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t  of S t r a -  
thcona .  A f t e r  t h e  amalgamation Grant  
had s e r v e d  on t h e  c i t y  of Edmonton Coun- 
c i l  i n  1917, 18 and 20. During t h e  
i n t e r v i e w  Grant. d i s c u s s e d  i n  some d e t a i l  
t h e  i s s u e  o f  amalgamation. He, however, 
d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  any s p e c i f i c  informa- 
t i o n ,  when Edmonton made i ts i n i t i a l  
o v e r t u r e s  t o  S t r a t h c o n a .  The informa- 
t i o n  p rov ided  was a l s o  p a r t l y  c o n t r a d i c -  
t o r y .  I n i t i a l l y  h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was 
probab ly  t h e  o n l y  businessman who sup- 
p o r t e d  amalgamation.  He t h e n  went on t o  
s a y  t h a t  t h e r e  were r e a l  e s t a t e  peop le  
who opposed amalgamation,  t h e r e  were two 
p o i n t s  o f  view. 

Mow two o t h e r  members o f  t h e  S t r a t h -  
cona b u s i n e s s  community were a l s o  i n -  
c luded  i n  t h i s  group b u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  
t h e y  were n o t  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u s i n e s s  es-  
t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  S t r a t h c o n a  and had n o t  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  any way i n  t h e  amalgama- 
t i o n  d e b a t e  though bo th  demonstra ted a 
s t r o n g  l o y a l t y  t o  o l d  "Scona." The l a s t  
in formant  was Mrs. W. Reed who a r r i v e d  
i n  S t r a t h c o n a  i n  1904 t o  t e a c h  school .  
She remembered amalgamation as n o t  being 



an i s s u e  of any i n t e r e s t  t o  h e r  o r  h e r  
husband. These in formants  t h u s  provided 
l i t t l e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  
such i s s u e s  a s  S t r a thcona ' s  o r i g i n s  a s  a  
s e p a r a t e  community, and why it chose t o  
g ive  up i t s  p o l i t i c a l  independence a t  
t h e  he igh t  of  t h e  boom. 

The in t e rv i ews  wi th  t h e  31 o t h e r  
people a l s o  demonstrated a  s i m i l a r  view 
of t h e  o l d  S t ra thcona  and they  t a l k e d  i n  
depth about  south-s ide i n s t i t u t i o n s  such 
a s  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of Alber ta .  The docu- 
menting of a  s t rong  sense  of community 
i d e n t i t y  wi th in  t h e  con tex t  of Grea te r  
Edmonton was t h e  most p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t  
achieved from t h e  i n t e rv i ews .  The 
informat ion  provided i n  t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s  
would have allowed one t o  conclude t h a t  
amalgamation was an  unpopular dec i s ion ,  
t h a t  S t ra thcona  was a  very dynamic com- 
munity, very concerned about  i ts  f u t u r e  
and t h a t  i t  was b u l l i e d  i n t o  amalgama- 
t i o n  by Edmonton. So t h i s  was one con- 
c l u s i o n  t h a t  I came t o .  But t h e r e  was a  
v a s t  a r r a y  of o t h e r  i s s u e s  which t h e s e  
i n t e rv i ews  simply d i d  no t  a l low m e  t o  
dea l  with.  The dec i s ion  t o  write a 
mas t e r ' s  t h e s i s  on t h e  c i t y  of S t r a th -  
cona was l a r g e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  de f i -  
c i e n c i e s  of t h e s e  i n t e rv i ews .  

My t h e s i s  r e sea rch  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  
con t r a ry  t o  t h e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  S t r a t h -  
cona, during i t s  e x i s t e n c e  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  
community, demonstrated a  d i s t i n c t  l a c k  
of w i l l  t o  promote i t s  development as a 
s e p a r a t e  c i t y .  This  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
apparen t  i n  t h e  bus ines s  community which 
had l e d  t h e  e f f o r t s  towards amalgama- 
t i o n .  S t ra thcona  t h u s  lacked t h e  w i l l  
t o  be anyth ing  o t h e r  t han  a suburb of 
Edmonton. Char les  Gran t ' s  observa t ion  
was p a r t i a l l y  a c c u r a t e  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  
t h a t  he w a s  t h e  on ly  businessman who 
opposed amalgamation. The o t h e r  person 
being t h e  newspaper e d i t o r  who had a  
ves ted  i n t e r e s t  i n  S t r a t h c o n a ' s  con t i -  
nua t ion  because he  could s e l l  papers  on 
t h e  b a s i s  of  t h a t .  But G r a n t ' s  po in t  
about t h e  oppos i t ion  of t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e  
agen t s  was misleading.  Real estate 
promoters such a s  J.J. Tipton who was a  
prominent l o c a l  p o l i t i c i a n ,  were s t rong-  

l y  f o r  t h e  union. He promoted it wi th  
g r e a t  enthusiasm. So o the r  sou rces  
c e r t a i n l y  d i d  no t  suppor t  t h e  t h e s i s  
t h a t  S t ra thcona  had been dragged i n t o  
amalgamation. 

My b a s i c  conc lus ion  of a l l  of  t h e s e  
exper iences  was t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  could 
n o t  be used a s  a  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  
s tudy  of Edmonton dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  
Due t o  my exper ience  wi th  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
on t h e  o l d  S t ra thcona  p r o j e c t ,  my Ph.D. 
r e sea rch  began with d e t a i l e d  examination 
of publ ic  r eco rds ,  manuscr ipt  co l l ec -  
t i o n s ,  photographs and ca r tog raph ic  do- 
cuments. The use of o r a l  h i s t o r y  was 
placed a t  t h e  end of t h i s  methodology. 
T h i s  approach was necessary because no 
adequate  h i s t o r y  of Edmonton had been 
prepared t o  a l low m e  t o  make immediate 
use  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  o r a l  h i s t o r y  resour -  
ces o r  t o  i n i t i a t e  my own o r a l  h i s t o r y  
program. Au tho r i t a t i ve  r e sea rch  based 
on o t h e r  sou rces  w a s  unava i l ab l e  t c  
check t h e  re levance  o r  accuracy of t h e  
information obta ined  from o r a l  h i s t o r y  
sources .  

Based on my review of t h e s e  t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  sou rces ,  Edmonton's o v e r a l l  pat-  
t e r n  of economic growth between 1681 and 
1930 involved t h r e e  phases .  The yea r s  
from 1881 t o  1903 were a  per iod  dur ing  
which time t h e  Edmonton bus ines s  commu- 
n i t y  marked time u n t i l  t h e  coming of  t h e  
second t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  r a i l r o a d .  I n  
1903 t h e  town c o u n c i l  s igned  a  t e rmina l  
agreement wi th  t h e  Canadian Northern 
Railway Company which was followed by a  
s i m i l a r  agreement wi th  t h e  Grand Trunk 
P a c i f i c  Railway of 1909. These agree- 
ments set  o f f  an unprecedented per iod  of 
economic a c t i v i t y  which l a s t e d  u n t i l  t h e  
F i r s t  World War. The e r a  from 1914 t o  
1930 was one of adjustment  t o  t h e  r e a l i -  
t i es  of slow growth. I n  Edmonton's c a s e  
a major e f f o r t  was r equ i r ed  t o  r a t i ona -  
l i z e  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of  a  c i t y  which 
had been g r o s s l y  d i s t o r t e d  by booster ism 
and a  h igh ly  compet i t ive  land  market. 
The key decade f o r  my s tudy  t h e r e f o r e  
was 1903-1914 when t h e  major preoccupa- 
t i o n  of t h e  Edmonton bus iness  community 
was land  specu la t i on .  



Having c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  t h e  f o c u s  f o r  
my economic s t u d y  t h e n  I cast a b o u t  t o  
see how many of t h e s e  peop le  were used 
and ,  t o  what e x t e n t ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  such 
as t h e  C i t y  of Edmonton Arch ives  and t h e  
P r o v i n c i a l  Arch ives  o f  A l b e r t a  had con- 
duc ted  o r a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e s e  key 
i n d i v i d u a l s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  su rvey  
were n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u r p r i s i n g .  The 
v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  had 
d i e d  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  of any 
o r a l  h i s t o r y  g a t h e r i n g  program. I n  some 
c a s e s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e s e  peop le  such  
as  Johnny McDougall and Richard Seacord 
had been i n t e r v i e w e d .  The i n t e r v i e w  
w i t h  Eddy McDougall, Johnny McDougall 's 
o l d e s t  s o n ,  p rov ided  some i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  as a n  
independen t  t r a d e r  i n  t h e  1870s and 80s .  
Moreover h i s  ve ry  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  as a  
l a n d  s p e c u l a t o r  w a s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  a very  
c u r s o r y  f a s h i o n .  A s  Eddy a d m i t t e d ,  h i s  
f a t h e r  n e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  him a b o u t  bus i -  
n e s s .  There  w a s  no t r a n s m i t t i n g  o f  
i n f  orroation from one g e n e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  
n e x t .  Richard Seacord a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  d i d  
n o t  d i s c u s s  h i s  b u s i n e s s  a f f a i r s  a t  
home. So h e  knew very  l i t t l e  abou t  what 
h i s  f a t h e r  d i d .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  v e r y  d i smal  p r o s p e c t  t h a t  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  could  be used i n  my t h e s i s ,  
a  number o f  t a p e s  a t  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
Arch ives  o f  A l b e r t a  and v a r i o u s  c o n t a c t s  
have f i n a l l y  proven t o  be q u i t e  i n d i s -  
pensab le .  These s o u r c e s  s e r v e d  t o  i l l u -  
s t ra te  two t y p e s  of b u s i n e s s  men who 
came t o  Edmonton d u r i n g  t h i s  boom town 
e r a .  These t a p e s  had been s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
enhanced by t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  of o t h e r  documents. The 
f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s  was w i t h  a 
gentleman born i n  England b u t  began h i s  
b u s i n e s s  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  by 
t h e  name of  Arnold Tay lor  who w a s  i n t e r -  
viewed i n  1971 a t  t h e  age  of 82. H e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  group o f  l a n d  specu la -  
t o r s  who had a r r i v e d  w i t h  t h e i r  own 
f u n d s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  l a n d  specu la -  
t i o n .  Suppor t ing  documents f o r  t h i s  
i n t e r v i e w  i n c l u d e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  subd iv i -  
s i o n  p l a n s ,  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of t i t l e s  which 

documented l a n d  t r a n s f e r s ,  l a n d  t r a n s f e r  
documents which gave you some i d e a  of 
t h e  p r i c e  and t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o f  t h e  peo- 
p l e  who were buying l a n d  and a b e a u t i f u l  
photograph of a b i l l  board t h a t  he  and 
h i s  p a r t n e r  had used t o  promote t h e i r  
development. H e  purchased two q u a r t e r  
s e c t i o n s ,  had them subdiv ided  and named 
Marlborough H e i g h t s  and Regen t ' s  Park 
a f t e r  h i s  E n g l i s h  upbr ing ing .  H e  d i d  
n o t  r e a l . 1 ~  know when t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  
s a i d :  "Where were they?"  He s a i d :  "I 
d o n ' t  know, bu t  what I do remember is a 
l o t  o f  peop le  from O n t a r i o  were p repared  
t o  spend money on i t .  " And t h a t  i s  a l l  
h e  c a r e d  a b o u t ,  

What I d e r i v e d  from t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s  
i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you can see t h e  s p r e a d  
o f  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  Edmonton was a p l a c e  t o  
make money, s o  t h a t  you can  see a  r u s h  
t o  a boom town. Because t h e  word is  o u t  
t h a t  t h a t  i s  a p l a c e  t o  make money. It 
a l s o  documented t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it w a s  
ve ry  easy  t o  g e t  i n t o  l a n d  s p e c u l a t i o n .  
T h i s  f e l l o w  had a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  c a s h  
and was a b l e  t o  c r e a t e  two e n t i r e  subdi-  
v i s i o n s ,  320 acres. You see how people  
could  g e t  i n t o  t h e  r e a l  estate market 
w i t h o u t  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y .  But t h e  
oppor tunism which e x p l a i n  T a y l o r ' s  rea-  
s o n s  f o r  be ing  i n  Edmonton were a l s o  
e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  careers of  two 
o t h e r  l a n d  s p e c u l a t o r s  t h a t  I had i n f o r -  
mat ion on,  based on o r a l  s o u r c e s .  John 
Ducey , a prominent Edmonton b a s e b a l l  
promoter t o l d  m e  abou t  h i s  f a t h e r  who 
l e f t  a job  wi th  t h e  Pennsylvania  C e n t r a l  
R a i l r o a d  t o  come t o  Edmonton t o  p a r t i c i -  
p a t e  i n  t h e  l a n d  market.  And M r .  Ducey 
remembers h i s  p a r e n t s  a r g u i n g  vehemently 
abou t  hav ing  t o  s t a y  t h e r e .  H i s  mother 
d i d  n o t  l i k e  i t ,  b u t  h i s  f a t h e r  was 
c o n t i n u a l l y  say ing :  "I want t o  s t a y  f o r  
one more d e a l .  There  i s  money t o  be 
made o u t  t h e r e ,  and a s  soon as t h a t  is  
done we w i l l  l eave . "  I t h i n k  t h a t  s a y s  
a l o t  abou t  Edmonton a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

The second t a p e  was a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
H.M.E. Evans. Now i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
o t h e r  f e l l o w s  who a r r i v e d  and were a 
s o r t  of booming around North America, he  
w a s  a member o f  t h e  wes te rn  Canadian 



b u s i n e s s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  And he was 
i n t e r v i e w e d  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  91. It w a s  a 
very  good i n t e r v i e w ,  g iven  h i s  age .  H i s  
r e a s o n s  f o r  being i n  Edmonton were i n  
h i s  c a p a c i t y  as a n  a g e n t  f o r  B r i t i s h  
c a p i t a l ,  and h e  r e p e a t e d  t h a t  p h r a s e  
th roughout  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  many, many 
times. H e  s a i d  i t  w i t h  such  g r e a t  f ee -  
l i n g  t h a t  i t  w a s  ve ry  impress ive .  An 
i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e  p a r t  t o  t h a t  i s  t h a t  h e  
l i v e d  r i g h t  a c r o s s  from t h e  L t .  Governor 
and h e  had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  h e  was 
t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  B r i t i s h  c a p i t a l  
and t h e  L t .  Governor was t h e  g r e a t  re- 
p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Crown, and 
he  f e l t  ve ry  c o n s c i o u s  o f  h i s  s t a t u s  as 
a connec t ing  l i n k  between t h e  B r i t i s h  
Empire and Edmonton's development. Sup- 
p o r t i n g  documents f o r  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  
inc luded  h i s  e n t i r e  b u s i n e s s  f i l e s  which 
a r e  a t  t h e  C i t y  of Edmonton Arch ives ,  a  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a t  l e a s t  35 l i n e a r  f e e t  of 
documents. I n  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  Evans 
d i s c u s s e d  h i s  r o l e  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 
B r i t i s h  c a p i t a l ,  t h e  l o s s  of c o n f i d e n c e  
i n  Edmonton by t h e  E n g l i s h  inves tment  
community. He p i n p o i n t e d  t h e  e x a c t  d a t e  
when t h e  B r i t i s h  inves tment  community 
l o s t  r e s p e c t  f o r  Edmonton, based on a  
bond i s s u e ,  t h e  problems c r e a t e d  by 
World War I. He a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  h i s  
a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  upper 
c l a s s .  T h i s  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  
because he  would s e r v e  a s  an a g e n t  f o r  a 
number o f  E n g l i s h  members o f  t h e  n o b i l i -  
t y .  And when t h e s e  peop le  t r a v e l l e d  
th rough  North America, he  would always 
be t h e  pe rson  i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e  pe rson  
t o  s t o p  and see. And t h u s  a  stream of  
prominent v i s i t o r s  went th rough  h i s  
house.  T h i s  t a p e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  provided 
some unique i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  which under- 
l i n e d  B r i t i s h  inves tment  at t h i s  t i m e .  
These were p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor tan t  be- 
c a u s e  o f  heavy B r i t i s h  inves tment  i n  
l a n d  and o t h e r  t h i n g s .  Both i n t e r v i e w s  
t h e r e f o r e  provided some v a l u a b l e  d e t a i l s  
abou t  t h e  dynamics of Edmonton's boom 
and t h e  s o c i a l  behaviour  o f  i ts  b u s i n e s s  
c l a s s .  

I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of my p r o j e c t ,  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  was t h u s  n o t  g e t t i n g  p r e f e r e n c e  

nor  w a s  any s o u r c e  s e e n  as a s o r t  of 
o r a c l e .  Each s o u r c e  was q u e s t i o n e d  l i k e  
s u b d i v i s i o n  p l a n s .  You l o o k  a t  a map o f  
Edmonton of 1914, and i t  gave you t h e  
i m p r e s s i o n  it w a s  a c i t y  of h a l f  a m i l -  
l i o n  peop le  when i n  f a c t  it was s imply 
vacan t  l a n d  you were l o o k i n g  a t .  So 
t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  s o u r c e s  were used by 
m e  s imply t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  o v e r a l l  h i s -  
t o r y  o f  a n  urban community on t h e  f r o n -  
t i e r .  And I d i d  n o t  go i n t o  i t  u s i n g  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  t o  e x p l o r e  new f i e l d s  of 
urban h i s t o r y .  I t h i n k  t h a t  p robab ly  
t h e  s t u d y  o f  wes te rn  Canadian urban 
h i s t o r y  h a s  o n l y  begun and I t h i n k  t h e  
i s s u e s  t h a t  have been i d e n t i f i e d  by Alan 
A r t i b i s e  and h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  occupy 
Canadian I i i s t o r i a n s  f o r  seine t i m e .  

"Concluding Remarks" 

by Alan A r t i b i s e  

Your c l o s i n g  comments, I t h i n k ,  b r i n g  
o u t  a  c e r t a i n  f o c u s  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .  
O r a l  h i s t o r y  o b v i o u s l y ,  and I do n o t  
thinlc t h a t  t.he d e b a t e  needs  t o  go on any 
l o n g e r  ( a s  s u g g e s t e d ) ,  does  p l a y  a r o l e  
v e r y  much i n  deepening our  unders tand ing  
o f  i s s u e s  t h a t  have a l r e a d y  been i d e n t i -  
f i e d  and adds  t e x t u r e  and c o n t e x t  t o  
many of  t h e  s t u d i e s  t h a t  a r e  a l r e a d y  
under way. G u t  t h e  r e a l  v a l u e  i n  terms 
of conv inc ing  o t h e r s  t.o a t t e m p t  t o  u s e  
and u t i l i z e  o r a l  s o u r c e s ,  i s  t h e  v a l u e  
o f  r a i s i n g  new i s s u e s ,  broadening our  
r e s e a r c h  agenda by f i n d i n g  o u t  t h i n g s  
t h a t  w e  would n o t  have thought  abou t  o r  
found o u t  about  by u s i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  
s o u r c e s .  One of t h e  approaches  t o  t h a t  
is  what Daphne c a l l e d  t h e  " c o l l e c t i v e  
h i s t o r y "  o f  a neighbourhood. Having 
r e a d  t h a t  volume, I t h i n k  t h a t  i t  does  
r a i s e  a number o f  i s s u e s  t h a t  any h i s t o -  
r i a n  o f  Vancouver now w i l l  have t o  ad- 
d r e s s .  H e  simply cannot  i g n o r e  t h e  k i n d  
of s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  came from t h e  peop le  
themse lves .  So t h a t  i s  one a r e a  where I 
t h i n k  w e  shou ld  be concerned i n  o u r  work 
i s  t o  t r y  t o  p r e s e n t  some s y s t e m a t i c  
approach t h a t  w i l l  g e n e r a t e  t h e s e  ques- 
t i o n s .  And t h e n  t h e y  can  be  t a c k l e d  by 
the u s e  o f  more t r a d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s  a s  
w e l l  as o r a l  h i s t o r y  s o u r c e s .  


