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A t  t he  Univers i ty  of Essex i n  England, o r a l  h i s t o r y  has become a r egu la r  
p a r t  of t h e  Soc ia l  His tory  programme under Paul  Thompson, w i th in  the  Sociology 
Department. Here a  graduate  course  of i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  techniques i s  
an op t iona l  p a r t  of t h e  M.A. i n  S o c i a l  H i s to ry ,  t h e  jou rna l  "Oral History". i s  
e d i t e d  a s  a  medium f o r  exchanging news and d i scuss ionof  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t s  
throughout t h e  country and overseas ,  a s  we l l  a s  f o r  t h e  pub l i ca t ion  of a r t i c l e s ,  
and an ex tens ive  a rch ive  of tapes  and t r a n s c r i p t s  i s  being b u i l t  up a s  a  by-product 
of work i n  t h e  f i e l d  by p r a c t i s i n g  h i s t o r i a n s  and r e sea rch  s tuden t s .  

A major f e a t u r e  of t h e  work engaged i n  t o  d a t e  has been t h e  family h i s t o r y  
project--a survey of p r a c t i c e s  of ch i ld- rear ing ,  family and household organiza t ion  
and s i b l i n g  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  t h e  period j u s t  be fo re  1914, cons t ruc ted  on a  nation- 
wide b a s i s  by in te rv iews  with a  sample of informants who were ch i ld ren  a t  t h a t  t ime. 
I n  cons t ruc t ing  t h e  p r o j e c t  Paul  and Thea Thompson have based t h e i r  sample on the  
ca t egor i e s  of t h e  census of 1911, and have worked wi th  a  lengthy  ques t ionnai re ,  
which however i s  only the  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  in-depth in te rv iews  i n  which t h e  informants 
a r e  l e d  t o  t a l k  f r e e l y  along t h e  l i n e  of t h e i r  own percept ion  of what i s  important 
about t h e  ques t ion  r a i s e d .  Some of t h e  f ind ings  of t h i s  survey have been used by 
Paul  Thompson f o r  h i s  book, "The Edwardians". 

Another a r e a  which i s  being pioneered i s  t h e  s tudy of occupat ional  groups 
through t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  method--especially such groups a s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l abourers  
and small-boat fishermen whose t r a d i t i o n a l  way of l i f e  w i l l  have passed out  of 
l i v i n g  memory wi th in  another  generat ion.  P r o j e c t s  which graduate  s tuden t s  c u r r e n t l y  
have i n  hand, f o r  i n s t ance ,  inc lude  one on Norfolk farm l aboure r s ,  one on Essex 
farm women, on fishermen i n  Scotland and Eas t  coas t  p o r t s ,  on ship-bui lding workers, 
on t h e  Kentish hop-f ields ,  and on t h e  needle  t r ades .  Concentrat ion upon one 
occupat ion he lps  t o  de l imi t  t h e  f i e l d . o f  s tudy and provides l i n k s  with both labour  
h i s t o r y  and t h e  sociology of work. 

Essex h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  generous i n  t h e  shar ing  of t h e i r  t echn ica l  know-how 
and welcoming t o  s c h o l a r l y  v i s i t o r s  who wish t o  know about t h e i r  a rch ive .  


