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The s t o r y  of A lbe r t a ' s  immigration from Cen t r a l  and Eas te rn  Europe i s  by and 
l a r g e  a t e r r a  incogni ta .  Although, according t o  Canadian Census f i g u r e s  of 1971, 
c l o s e  t o  a qua r t e r  of t h e  populat ion of t h e  Province of Alber ta  i s  of Cent ra l  and 
Eastern European o r i g i n ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  people who, beginning wi th  t h e  l87O1s, 
came from t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  world i s  s t i l l  t o  be  wr i t t en .  True, t h e  Ukrainian com- 
munity has done much i n  t h e  way of c o l l e c t i n g  documents and publ i sh ing  d a t a  r e l a t -  
ing  t o  i t s  h i s t o r y  but  t h i s ,  t oo ,  i s  f a r - f r o m  completed. The p r o j e c t ,  undertaken 
wi th in  t h e  framework of t h e  Div is ion  of Eas t  European Studies ,  Univers i ty  of Alber ta ,  
t o  w r i t e  a h i s t o r y  of A lbe r t a ' s  immigrant communities from Cent ra l  and Eas te rn  
Europe i s  t h e r e f o r e  a pioneering venture .  

A s  a s t a r t ,  work has begun on t h e  h i s t o r i e s  of t h e  fol lowing communities: t h e  
Czech and Slovak, t h e  Po l i sh ,  t he  Latvian,  t h e  Germans from Eas tern  Europe and t h e  
Romanian. Those engaged i n  t h e  work of research  know t h e  languages of t h e  a r e a  and 
a r e  we l l  acquainted wi th  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  of t h e s e  
communities. The main o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  work i s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  avenues of 
i n f o m a t i o n ,  t o  c o l l e c t  m a t e r i a l s ,  and t o  examine d a t a  i n  o rde r  t o  p re sen t  a t r u e  
p i c t u r e  of t h e s e  immigrants' pa t te rnof  s e t t l emen t ,  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  l i f e  
of t h e  Province, and t o  exp la in  t h e  reasons f o r  leav ing  t h e i r  n a t i v e  land ,  and t h e  
choice of Canada a s  t h e i r  new homeland. 

One source of information i s  quick ly  disappearing.  The number of pioneers  who 
came t o  Alber ta  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century  is  g e t t i n g  smal le r  a l l  t h e  time. It was 
f e l t  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a c e r t a i n  urgency t o  reach these  people and t o  record 
t h e i r  s t o r i e s .  The present  pub l i ca t ion ,Albe r t a ' s  Pioneers  from Eas tern  Europe: 
Reminiscences, i s  but  a modest a t tempt  t o  in t roduce  some of t h e  members of t h e  
pioneering genera t ion  of Albertans whose homes were i n  Cent ra l  o r  Eas te rn  Europe, and 
t o  recount  t h e i r  experiences.  Since source m a t e r i a l  i s  scarce ,  o r a l  h i s t o r y  has t o  
p lay  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  work undertaken. 

The accounts included were m i t t e n  on t h e  b a s i s  of personal  in te rv iews  conducted 
w i t h i n  t h e  period from September t o  November 1976. The m a t e r i a l  i s  arranged i n  
chronologica l  order ,  t ak ing  i n  cons idera t ion  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  immigrant's a r r i v a l  i n  
Canada. I n  t r a n s l a t i n g  and e d i t i n g  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t s  of in te rv iews ,  an  at tempt  was 
made t o  preserve  t h e  s t y l e  of those  being interviewed and only minor co r r ec t ions  of 
grammar were made. 

Two s t o r i e s  t e l l  about t h e  experiences of t h e  Germans who came t o  Canada from 
t h e  former Russian Empire. Alber ta  was one of t he  p l aces  chosen by them f o r  i t  
provided oppor tun i t i e s  t o  start a new l i f e .  They e s t ab l i shed  a number of s e t t l emen t s ,  
and among t h e  o l d e s t  were Stony P l a i n  and Bruderheim. A t  t h e  t u r n  of the  century,  
a small  t r i c k l e  of Romanian immigrants began a r r i v i n g  from Bukovina. A t  p r e sen t ,  



t h e r e  a r e  c l o s e  t o  4,700 members of t h a t  community i n  Alber ta .  Also included a r e  
s t o r i e s  of immigrants belonging t o  t h e  second wave of immigration, t h a t  of t h e  
inter-war per iod ,  While t h e  Germans from Eas tern  Europe, t h e  P o l i s h  pioneers  and 
t h e  Romanians came from what was, a t  t h a t  t ime, t h e  Russian, t h e  German and Aust r ian  
Empires, t h e  members of t h e  second wave a r r i v e d  from t h e  so-cal led success ion  s t a t e s  
which emerged on t h e  map of Europe fol lowing the  P a r i s  Peace T r e a t i e s  of 1919. The 
reasons f o r  t h e i r  coming were somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from those  of t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  
They l e f t  n o t  because of oppression and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  
bu t  r a t h e r  f o r  economic and "seek new horizons" reasons.  

It i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  pub l i ca t ion  a s  we l l  a s  those  of a s i m i l a r  n a t u r e  w i l l  
l e a d  t o  a b e t t e r  knowledge and understanding of t h e  communities t h a t  make up t h e  
populat ion of Alber ta ,  and t h a t  they  w i l l  s e rve  a s  a s t imulus  f o r  Albertans of 
Cen t r a l  and Eas t  European background t o  come forward wi th  memoirs, d i a r i e s ,  o ld  
i s s u e s  of community pub l i ca t ions ,  church and o rgan iza t iona l  records ,  which would 
g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  r e sea rch  and t h e  w r i t i n g  of a h i s t o r y  of t h e  Cen t r a l  and 
Eas t  European immigration t o  Alber ta .  


