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R I ~ u M ~ :  Les r e s t r i c t i o n s  budggta i res  c o n s t i t u e n t  une menace sEr ieuse  5 l a  c ro issan-  
c e  e t  l a  q u a l i t 6  des  p r o j e t s  d ' h i s t o i r e  o r a l e .  Bien que l e s  admin i s t r a t eu r s  reconnais- 
s en t  spontangment l ' impor tance  des  sources de  documentation o r a l e s ,  peu semblent 
consc ien ts  des  Gtapes ngcessa i r e s  pour mener 5 bien  de f a ~ o n  s a t i s f a i s a n t e  un projeit .  
Ce t t e  ignorance t i r e  son o r i g i n e  du manque d e  connaissances des  prg-requis d e  l a  mgitho- 
dologie  de l ' h i s t o i r e  o r a l e ,  e t  des  d i f f i c u l t G s  de  d i s c e r n e r  un p r o j e t  v a l a b l e  d'un 
p r o j e t  mEdiocre. Ceci  donne l i e u  5 un jugement faussg  q u i  p o r t e  l e s  admin i s t r a t eu r s  5 
op te r  pour l a  quan t i t g  p l u t c t  que pour l a  q u a l i t 6 .  L'av'enement des  r e s t r i c t i o n s  bud-- 
g g t a i r e s  impose ggalement une c o n t r a i n t e  s u r  l e  temps consacrg 5 l a  recherche avant  e t  
a p r s s  l ' i n t e r v i e w ,  dgmarche ind ispensable  pour v s r i f i e r  l a  v6 rac i tE  de l a  documentation 
o r a l e .  Cet te  s i t u a t i o n  a  des  rgpercussions s6 r i euses  c a r  l a  va l eu r  d lune  gvidence 
h i s t o r i q u e  e s t  r e l i g e  5 s a  v6rac i tE .  

Pour rendre  j u s t i c e  5 l ' i n fo rma teu r  e t  v a l o r i s e r  l e  matErie1 rEcoltE, 
mais s u r t o u t l e  p rodu i t  f i n a l ,  il f a u t  a s s u r e r  au p r o j e t  l e  temps n s c e s s a i r e .  A c e t t e  
f i n ,  des  l i g n e s  d i r e c t r i c e s  doivent  S t r e  6laborEes pour l e s  admin i s t r a t eu r s  de  p r o j e t s  
d ' h i s t o i r e  o r a l e  e t  pour l e s  chercheurs  q u i  y  oeuvrent .  

Throughout t h e  country t h e  va lue  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  a s  one component of r e sea rch  
programmes f o r  museum and h i s t o r i c  park i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  programmes has been recognized 
and acknowledged. However, t h e  ever-growing demand f o r  f i s c a l  r e s t r a i n t  i n  pub l i c  
expenditures  poses a  s e r ious  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  continued growth and development of o r a l  
h i s t o r y  programmes. 

A s  d o l l a r s  dry  up more must be done w i t h  l e s s ,  a  p o s i t i v e  move in some cases ,  
bu t  f o r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t s  f inanced by t h e  publ ic  purse  r e a l  problems e x i s t .  
Espec ia l ly  f o r  those  p r o j e c t s  supervised by admin i s t r a to r s  anxious f o r  a  product 
a s  soon a s  poss ib l e .  

A s  f a r  a s  m a t e r i a l s  go, o r a l  h i s t o r y  i s  no t  t h a t  much more expensive than  many 
programmes. But what c o s t s  so much i s  t h e  amount of t ime requi red  t o  adequately 
c a r r y  o u t  a  p r o j e c t .  Le t  me i l l u s t r a t e  wi th  some of t h e  problems I encountered i n  
a  r ecen t  c o n t r a c t .  

I was a l l o c a t e d  seven weeks, l a t e r  extended by an  a d d i t i o n a l  fou r ,  t o  prepare an 
h i s t o r i c a l  survey on t h e  "human h i s t o r y "  of an a r e a  t h a t  was being developed a s  a  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  park system. There was a  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  be used i n  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of p o t e n t i a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  themes. 
Although t h e  p r o j e c t  was p r imar i ly  a  survey, t h e  eleven weeks d id  n o t  l eave  a  g r e a t  
d e a l  of time t o  adequately c a r r y  o u t  both t h e  a r c h i v a l  and f i e l d  research .  

That t ime r e fe rence  - 'human h i s t o r y 1  - was one l i m i t a t i o n ,  s i n c e  i t  could extend 
t h e  t ime period back a t  l e a s t  4,000 years .  I n  add i t i on ,  t h e  a r e a  under s tudy comprised 
over  t e n  v i l l a g e s ,  each wi th  i t s  own h i s t o r y  and p a t t e r n s  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Similar-  
l y ,  t h e r e  were a number of d i f f e r e n t  economic p u r s u i t s  t h a t  could be i s o l a t e d  and 
s tud ied  i n  d e t a i l  - sh ipbui ld ing ,  f i s h i n g ,  coas t ing ,  lumbering, and farming. And, 
j u s t  t o  add a  f u r t h e r  d i f f i c u l t y ,  l i t t l e  has  been published on t h e  a r e a  of s tudy,  so 



much of t h e  m a t e r i a l  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  background r e s e a r c h  remained i n  a  raw s t a t e  a t  
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a r c h i v e s .  There  were s e r i o u s  problems f a c i n g  m e  i n  becoming f a m i l i a r  
w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  and economic l a n d s c a p e s  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  t o  p r e p a r e  a s u f -  
f i c i e n t l y  comprehensive set of i n t e r v i e w  q u e s t i o n s  o r  t o p i c s .  

There  was one o t h e r  compl ica t ing  f a c t o r ,  one which made t h e  job  somewhat e a s i e r  
b u t  d i d  p r e s e n t  a d d i t i o n a l  problems. An a c t i v e  and e n t h u s i a s t i c  c i t i z e n s '  committee 
had developed t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p a r k  p lann ing  p r o c e s s .  Each member of t h i s  group 
w a s  a b l e  t o  s u g g e s t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  p o t e n t i a l  in fo rmants ,  t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  me w i t h  a l i s t  
of a lmos t  50 names - 50 peop le  t o  meet,  v i s i t  and perhaps  i n t e r v i e w  on t a p e  w i t h i n  a 
matter of t h r e e  o r  f o u r  weeks! 

Time d i d  n o t  pe rmi t  a  p r e - i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  each  in formant .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  l i m i t a -  
t i o n s  meant t h a t  o n l y  a p o r t i o n  of t h e  in formants  were  c o n t a c t e d ,  and t h e n  a  f r a c t i o n  
of them recorded .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  having s u f f i c i e n t  t ime  t o  p r e - i n t e r v i e w  and 
e v a l u a t e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  I needed t i m e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  t a p e ,  t o  summarize 
and perhaps  t r a n s c r i b e  key s e c t i o n s ,  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d ,  a s  w e l l  t o  w r i t e  
t h e  f i n a l  r e p o r t .  

The r e a l  crunch,  comes w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  of material t h a t  i s  c o l l e c t e d .  I n  t h e  
exc i t ement  of t h e  moment impor tan t  q u e s t i o n s  were l e f t  unasked, and o c c a s i o n a l l y  
unanswered. Also,  t h e r e  were r e s p o n s e s  f u l l  of i n t e r e s t i n g ,  b u t  unproven d a t a .  
For example, t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a n  e x c e r p t  abou t  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  of one  f a m i l y  i n t o  a 
s h o r e  community: 

"I cou ld  h a r d l y  t e l l  you t h e  d a t e  b u t  I cou ld  t e l l  you how t h e y  came 
t o  come h e r e .  H e  was t h e  son of W.R. who w a s  born i n  Glasgow, 
S c o t l a n d ,  and h i s  u n c l e  J . ,  was a weaver i n  B e l f a s t ,  I r e l a n d .  Well,.. 
t h e  Crimean War had s t a r t e d ,  and it cont inued on f o r  a good w h i l e .  
One day,  a  B r i t i s h  manlo 'war(?)  anchored i n  t h e  ha rbour .  That n i g h t  
t h e y  s l i p p e d  aboard ,  and j o i n e d  up ... and s a i l e d  f o r  t h e  Crimean...  
He was f o u r  y e a r s  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Navy." 

According t o  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e y  a r r i v e d  i n  Crimea j u s t  a t  t h e  end of t h e  war,  b u t  
t h e y  con t inued  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .  Then, a f t e r  s a i l i n g  t o  H a l i f a x ,  t h e  g r a n d f a t h e r  was 
pressganged i n t o  s e r v i c e  once a g a i n ,  and s t a y e d  a n o t h e r  f o u r  y e a r s ,  b e f o r e  h e  jumped 
s h i p  and made h i s  way down t h e  c o a s t .  

A f a s c i n a t i n g  and c o l o u r f u l  t a l e .  But,  accord ing  t o  documentation r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  
i n f o r m a n t ' s  r e l a t i v e  had r e c e i v e d  a  l a n d  g r a n t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n  1826, and was a l s o  
t o  be found i n  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  census  of 1838 and 1861.  The p ressgang  i n c i d e n t  a f t e r  
t h e  Crimean War i s  s u s p e c t  b u t ,  it does  p o i n t  a d i r e c t i o n  f o r  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n i n g .  
It seems q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  it was d u r i n g  t h e  Napoleonic Wars, n o t  t h e  Crimean War, 
when t h e  i n f o r m a n t ' s  p r e d e s s o r s  j o i n e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  Navy. 

The above i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  importance of adequa te  time t o  thoroughly  e v a l u a t e  
th13 m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d ,  and t h e n  t o  go back and f o l l o w  up some of t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s .  
The c l u e s  g i v e n  i n  t h i s  c a s e  pe rhaps  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  s e e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of confus ion  
w i t h  wars .  No doubt ,  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  e x c e r p t s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  a  thorough knowledge of 
t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  e v a l u a t e  t h e  " h i s t o r i c a l  t r u t h "  of t h e  remin i scences .  

F i s c a l  r e s t r a i n t  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  pose  s e r i o u s  problems t o  t h o s e  engaged i n  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  - e s p e c i a l l y  i f  i t  r e s t r i c t s  t h e  t ime  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  background r e s e a r c h  and 
pre-  and p o s t - i n t e r v i e w s .  These c o m p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  f u r t h e r  compounded i f  



admin i s t r a to r s  and supe rv i so r s  a r e  unaware of some of t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of m a t e r i a l  
c o l l e c t e d  in such a manner. For example, t h e  i n t e r e s t  l e v e l  of t h e  above passage 
might make i t  a n  i d e a l  candida te  f o r  a s l i de - t ape  p r e s e n t a t i o n  even though i t s  
h i s t o r i c a l  accuracy i s  suspec t  in i t s  o r i g i n a l  format .  

Perhaps what i s  needed a t  t h i s  po in t  i n  t ime i s  a  s e t  of gu ide l ines  both  f o r  
r e sea rche r s  engaged i n  c o n t r a c t  r e sea rch  and admin i s t r a to r s  designing o r a l  h i s t o r y  
p r o j e c t s  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t ime a v a i l a b l e  t o  do j u s t i c e  t o  t he  
informants ,  t h e  o r a l  m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  f i n a l  product.  


