
FIFTH ANNUAL CANADIAN ORAL HISTORY 

ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 

The f i f t h  annual Canadian Ora l  His tory  Associat ion Conference was he ld  a t  
Toronto 's  Skyl ine Hote l  on October 1 3  and 14,  1978. It marked t h e  f i r s t  t ime t h e  
Assoc ia t ion  had met i n  Toronto and followed t h e  unwri t ten  po l i cy  of s h i f t i n g  conference 
l o c a t i o n s ,  a po l i cy  geared wi th  t h e  i n t e n t  of making it p o s s i b l e  f o r  those  i n t e r e s t e d  
from l o c a l  and r eg iona l  a r e a s  t o  a t t end .  

The theme f o r  t h i s  y e a r ' s  Conference was Oral  His tory  and Education, a pragmatic 
choice  cons ider ing  t h e  degree t o  which t h e  method i s  now employed i n  our school  
system and t h e  increasing'emphasis on o r a l  documentation i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  
country.  Af t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  on Friday morning, t h e  de l ega te s  were gree ted  by Mrs. 
Jane  McCracken, P re s iden t  of t h e  Associat ion.  

Af te r  welcoming t h e  de l ega te s ,  M r s .  McCracken proceeded t o  o u t l i n e  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of t h e  Assoc ia t ion ,  inc luding  t h e  p a s t  fou r  annual conferences.  She continued wi th  
an explana t ion  of t h e  present  Conference s t r u c t u r e  and i t s  depa r tu re  form t h e  format 
of t h e  previous ga the r ings ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i t s  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  two p a r t s  wi th  F r iday ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s  devoted t o  t h e  p re sen ta t ion  of papers  while  Saturday was scheduled f o r  
t h r e e  workshops on d i f f e r e n t  a spec t s  of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  method and philosophy. 

The P r e s i d e n t ' s  remarks were followed by Session No. 1, based and t i t l e d  on t h e  
Conference theme, Ora l  His tory  and Education. The se s s ion  was cha i red  by D r .  I an  
Winchester of t h e  Ontar io  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S tud ie s  i n  Education who introduced t h e  f i r s t  
speaker ,  D r .  Carole  Henderson Carpenter of York Univers i ty .  D r .  Carpenter ' s  paper 
was e n t i t l e d  "The Old Man, A Family Tradi t ion ' '  and centered  around t h e  s t o r y t e l l i n g  
capac i ty  of h e r  p a t e r n a l  grandfa ther .  She explained t h a t  her  grandfa ther  had d ied  
before  she  had had t h e  chance t o  i n t e rv i ew him but  t h a t  she  had undertaken t h e  p r o j e c t  
through in te rv iews  wi th  members of he r  family,  inc luding  her  f a t h e r  and b ro the r .  
D r .  Carpenter continued by analyzing t h e  d i f f e r e n t  types  of s t o r i e s  t o l d  by her  
grandfa ther  and commenting on t h e  va luab le  n a t u r e  of such a family f o l k l o r e  p r o j e c t .  
She s t a t e d  t h a t  such a p r o j e c t ,  l i k e  family o r a l  h i s t o r y  research ,  has  problems 
because of i t s  anecodotal  na tu re  bu t  thought t h a t  t h e  advantages of same, e s p e c i a l l y  
f o r  t h e  younger genera t ion ,  outweighed t h i s  def ic iency .  She f e l t  t h a t  t h e  younger 
members of a family b e n e f i t t e d  from t h i s  a c t i v i t y  by obta in ing  a b e t t e r  sense of s e l f  
awareness and an increased  apprec i a t ion  of h i s t o r y .  D r .  Carpenter concluded h e r  
paper wi th  t h e  observa t ion  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of a family f o l k l o r e  o r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
p r o j e c t  was no t  a d i f f i c u l t  undertaking and expressed a hope t h a t  p r o j e c t s  of t h i s  
type  could be implemented i n  both t h e  primary and secondary school  l e v e l s  t o  a 
g r e a t e r  ex t en t  than a t  p resent .  

Both t h e  second and t h i r d  speakers  i n  Session No. 1 represented  t h e  Ontar io 
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S tudies  i n  Education and both read  papers  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  d o c t o r a l  
work involving t h e  adap ta t ion  of s p e c i f i c  immigrant groups t o  t h e  twent ie th  century 
urban experience i n  Toronto. Speaker No. 2, Franc S tu r ino ,  presented a paper e n t i t l e d  
I I Oral  His tory ,  Immigrants and Education" which d e a l t  wi th  t h e  usage of o r a l  h i s t o r y  
a s  both a research  t o o l  and a s  a source of information amongst a p a r t i c u l a r  segment 
of t h e  Southern I t a l i a n  community i n  Toronto. M r .  S tur ino  explained t h a t  h i s  doc to ra l  
work concentrated on t h a t  v i l l a g e r  group t o  which he has blood t i e s  and which involved 
a s tudy  of t h e i r  socio-economic makeup i n  t h e i r  p l ace  of o r i g i n ,  t h e i r  reasons f o r  



emigrat ion,  t h e i r  es tabl ishment  f i r s t  i n  Chicago and subsequent ly i n  Toronto, follow- 
ing r e s t r i c t i o n i s t  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  during t h e  1920's.  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  and t r a d i t i o n  formed an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h i s  s tudy which i n  i t s e l f  
could no t  depend s o l e l y  on w r i t t e n  sources s i n c e  t h e s e  were no t  conducive t o  t h e  
I t a l i a n  peasant  community. He d id  po in t  ou t  t h a t  h i s  sense  of o b j e c t i v i t y  was 
threa tened  by t h e  process  of in te rv iewing  r e l a t i o n s  from t h e  group i n t o  which he was 
born but  s t a t e d  t h a t  such an approach had t h e  advantage of f a m i l i a r i t y  wi th  t h e  
d i a l e c t  of h i s  people which helped e s p e c i a l l y  i n  checking evidence of ques t ionable  
ve rac i ty .  M r .  S tur ino  noted t h a t  among h i s  f i nd ings  t o  t h i s  po in t  was a v i s i o n  of t h e  
I t a l i a n  community i n  Toronto a s  a po lyglo t  and no t  t h a t  of a homogeneous c u l t u r e  o r  
group. With r e l a t i o n  t o  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  genera l ,  he pointed out  t h a t  he harboured 
r e se rva t ions  over i t s  usage a s  t h e  s o l e  t o o l  o r  source by non-academics, a p r a c t i c e  
he r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of i n s t a n t  h i s t o r y .  He d id  f e e l ,  however, t h a t  o r a l  
h i s t o r y  was a l e g i t i m a t e  pa r tne r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  process  and eminently s u i t e d  t o  
s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  and e t h n i c  s t u d i e s .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  impl ica t ions  f o r  t h e  usage of 
o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e s e  l a t t e r  a r e a s  wi th  regard t o  educat ion were l a r g e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t he  development of t e x t  books f o r  t h e  school  curriculum. 

The t h i r d  speaker ,  L i l l i a n  P e t r o f f ,  read a paper e n t i t l e d  "Macedonians i n  
Toronto, t h e  Rise  of a Community, 1903-1940. M s .  Pe t ro f f  explained t h a t  many of 
t h e s e  new immigrants faced t h e  prospect  of being s o c i a l i z e d  t o  Canadian l i f e  through 
t h e  evange l i ca l  e f f o r t s  of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  churches of Toronto, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  B a p t i s t s  
churches. The immigrants were encouraged t o  a t t e n d  church s e r v i c e s  and church sponsored 
meetings where one of t h e  primary goa ls  was t h a t  of ob ta in ing  conversions.  M s .  
Pe t ro f f  continued by s t a t i n g  t h a t  conversions were obtained and d u t i f u l l y  r epo r t ed  f o r  
t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  a r ch ives  of t h e  va r ious  churches. She added, however, t h a t  t h e s e  
and o the r  s t a t i s t i c s  i n  t h e  church records  were only of l i m i t e d  he lp  i n  a t tempt ing  t o  
understand t h e  immigrant experience.  Background information was necessary  and M s .  
Pe t ro f f  explained t h a t  through o r a l  h i s t o r y  in te rv iews  wi th  a number of t h e  Macedonian 
immigrants, she was a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a d i f f e r e n t  pe r spec t ive  of t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  
t h e  churches.  She repor ted ,  f o r  example t h a t  many went t o  church sponsored meetings 
no t  r e a l l y  t o  be converted but  t o  l e a r n  o r  improve t h e i r  Engl i sh  t o  i nc rease  t h e i r  job 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  M s .  Pe t ro f f  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  f i nd ing ,  amongst o t h e r s ,  demonstrated t h e  
usefu lness  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  f l e s h i n g  out  important background d e t a i l s .  

Session No. 2 of "Oral His tory  and  ducati ion" i n  t h e  morning saw t h e  emphasis 
change from t h a t  of u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d i e s  a s  presented i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  t o  t h e  use  
of o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  school  system and on r ad io .  Jane  McCracken ac t ed  a s  t h e  
Chairperson f o r  t h e  se s s ion  and introduced t h e  f i r s t  speaker ,  M r .  Fred McFadden from 
t h e  Scarborough Board of Education. M r .  McFadden explained t h a t  h i s  involvement i n  
t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  process  included having s tuden t s  in te rv iew e l d e r l y  c i t i z e n s  on 
va r ious  s u b j e c t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  those  r e l a t i n g  t o  l o c a l  and e t h n i c  h i s t o r y .  He spoke 
of one p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  program involving m u l t i c u l t u r a l  s t u d i e s  where 
s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  grade f i v e  l e v e l  asked very  b a s i c  ques t ions  on t h e  socio-economic 
l i f e s t y l e  of people who had immigrated t o  Canada from d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  world. 
These ques t ions  r e l a t e d  t o  such s u b j e c t s  a s  s t y l e  of d r e s s ,  u s e  of machinery i n  
primary i n d u s t r i e s  and cons t ruc t ion  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  houses. A t a p e  exerp t  was then  
played from one of t h e s e  in te rv iews .  M r .  McFadden l a t e r  presented two a d d i t i o n a l  
samples of r e l a t e d  work both of which used s l i d e s  f o r  enhancement, one o r i g i n a t i n g  
from two grade seven s tuden t s  and t h e  o t h e r  a group of h igh  school  s tuden t s .  

The second speaker  of t h e  se s s ion  was M s .  Barbara Diggins,  a f r e e l a n c e  broad- 
c a s t e r  f o r  Radio S t a t i o n  CJOR/6O i n  Vancouver. Her paper was e n t i t l e d  "Oral His tory  
Takes on Another Dimension" and d e a l t  wi th  t h e  usage of e d i t e d  po r t ions  of tapes  



o r i g i n a l l y  done by a r c h i v i s t s ,  h i s t o r i a n s  e t c .  i n  t h e  product ion of r a d i o  programs. 
M s .  Diggins explained t h a t  s h e a t t e m p t s  t o  make t h e s e  programs a s  e n t e r t a i n i n g  a s  
p o s s i b l e  b e f i t t i n g  t h e  commercial n a t u r e  of he r  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  bu t  a l s o  a s  in format ive  
a s  poss ib l e .  She then  played exce rp t s  from s e v e r a l  programs and l a t e r  commented on 
t h e  success  t h e s e  broadcas ts  enjoyed, an i n d i c a t i o n  perhaps of wider pub l i c  acceptance 
f o r  such m a t e r i a l  which, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  has  prev ious ly  been r e s t r i c t e d  t o  school  
broadcas ts .  I n  h e r  opinion,  t h e  impl ica t ions  f o r  educat ion i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  segment 
of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  record  were l a r g e  and she  expressed t h e  hope t h a t  t h e  number of 
r a d i o  programs based on o r a l  h i s t o r y  would cont inue t o  grow. 

The t h i r d  and f i n a l  speaker of t h e  s e s s i o n  was D r .  James Morrison from Parks 
Canada i n  Hal i fax .  D r .  Morrison explained t h a t  he had been approached by t h e  
Ontar io Department of Education t o  a c t  a s  an  in te rv iewer  f o r  a  planned educa t iona l  
t e l e v i s i o n  program based on t h e  geography of Newfoundland t o  be presented t o  Ontar io 
s tuden t s  a t  t h e  grade 9 and 10 l e v e l s .  Given t h i s  genera l  d i r e c t i o n ,  D r .  Morrison 
continued by s t a t i n g  t h a t  he f e l t  t h e  geography l e s son  could b e s t  be a s s i s t e d  by 
focusing on a  family s i t u a t i o n  wherein t h e  l ea rn ing  experience could be imparted 
through t h e i r  eyes.  That,  i n  e f f e c t ,  was what happened. The Goodyear family of 
S t ephenv i l l e  was chosen a f t e r  a  pre l iminary  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  t h i r t y  
minute program was e n t i t l e d  "Through t h e  Eyes of a  Family". D r .  Morrison explained 
t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  types  of in te rv iewing  t a c t i c s  were employed wi th  members of t h e  family,  
inc luding  t h e  b iographica l  and t o p i c a l  formats.  H i s  ques t ions  covered a  timespan 
from t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  of t h i s  century  t o  t h e  p re sen t  and concentrated on t h e  l i f e s t y l e  
of t h e  family and t h e  i n t e r n a l l e x t e r n a l  condi t ions  which a f f e c t e d  t h a t  l i f e s t y l e .  
Only t h e  answers of t h e  va r ious  in te rv iewees  were recorded on v ideotape  f o r  t h e  
program which D r .  Morrison screened f o r  t h e  de l ega te s  a t  t h e  conclusion of h i s  remarks. 

The f i r s t  s e s s ion  a f t e r  lunch was cha i red  by M r s .  Jane McCracken and e n t i t l e d  
"The E th i c s  of Interviewing". The s e s s i o n  represented  a  new d i r e c t i o n  i n  t h a t  i t  was 
t h e  f i r s t  formal cons ide ra t ion  of t h e  in te rv iewee ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  in te rv iew s i t u a t i o n  
t o  be presented a t  a  COHA conference. The f i r s t  speaker ,  D r .  Mary Northway, a  re-  
t i r e d  psychologist  and soc iome t r i s t ,  r e l a t e d  he r  experiences a s  an interviewee,  a  
p o s i t i o n  she ' s  been i n  eleven t imes s i n c e  1971. D r .  Northway repor ted  t h a t  h e r  most 
enjoyable in te rv iews  have been wi th  in te rv iewers  whom she d i d n ' t  know because of t h e  
g r e a t e r  spontena i ty  which r e s u l t e d  from t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  Her l e a s t  enjoyable experi-  
ence was with a  team of two inexperienced s tudent  i n t e rv i ewers  who had been s e n t  out  
t o  in te rv iew her  on t h e  psychology of camping. D r .  Northway s t a t e d  t h a t  because of 
t h e i r  inexperience,  she  i n s t e a d  ended up interviewing t h e  two of them. Most of t h e  
o t h e r  e leven in te rv iews  conducted wi th  her  have been b iographica l  i n  n a t u r e  regard ing  
h e r  work h i s t o r y .  She r e l a t e d  t h a t  on a t  l e a s t  two occasions during t h e s e  se s s ions ,  
t h e  in t e rv i ewer ( s )  attempted t o  i n f luence  he r  answers which she f e l t  was a  very  
nega t ive  t a c t i c .  She a l s o  expressed an opinion t h a t  emotional upse t s  and the  l eng th  
of t h e  in te rv iew s e s s i o n  a f f e c t  t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  process  t o  a  degree. D r .  Northway 
continued by s t a t i n g  t h a t  she  had spent  a  year  a t  Cambridge i n  graduate  school  s tudying 
remembering theory and t h a t  t h i s  knowledge, combined wi th  her  c a r e e r  work, permit ted 
t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  an e x t e r n a l  event  i s  usua l ly  modified a t  t h e  t ime by t h e  viewer 
who imposes h i s  o r  her  own meaning on i t s  occurance. I n  add i t i on ,  t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
of an  experience is  remodified by t h e  ind iv idua l  according t o  t h a t  person ' s  p re sen t  
s i t u a t i o n .  D r .  Northway concluded he r  remarks by advis ing  in te rv iewers  not  t o  p r e s s  
f o r  t h e  c o r r e c t  d a t e  o r  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  but  t o  draw from t h e  in te rv iewee  h i s  o r  he r  
impressions of t h e  pas t .  Her opinion a s  a  psychologist  was t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s  could check 
f o r  accuracy wi th  regard t o  s t a t i s t i c a l  information,  p l ace  o r  t ime. 

The second speaker  of t h e  s e s s i o n  was D r .  Abbyann Lynch of St .  Michaels College, 
Univers i ty  of Toronto. Her paper was e n t i t l e d  "Problems of E th i c s  i n  t h e  In te rv iew 



. Si tua t ion :  How t o  Recognize and Cope With Them". D r .  Lynch s t a t e d  t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
presented more s i t u a t i o n s  of a  problematical  n a t u r e  t han  e i t h e r  w r i t t e n  o r  m a t e r i a l  
evidence simply because t h e  source of information f o r  t h e  former process  i s  a  l i v i n g  
being and n o t  a  document o r  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  implement. I n  her  opinion t h e  personal  
r i g h t s  of t h e  in te rv iewee  were of g r e a t e r  importance than t h e  process  r i g h t s  of o r a l  
r e sea rch  and she questioned the  in t e rv i ewer ' s  r i g h t  t o  i n t e rvene  when i t  was r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewee  was no t  providing accu ra t e  information. D r .  Lynch s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  in te rv iewer  has  a  moral o b l i g a t i o n  t o  prevent  t h e  misuse of t h e  in t e rv i ewee ' s  
personal  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  once t h e s e  have been recorded and t h a t  t h e  long and s h o r t  range 
b e n e f i t s  r e s u l t i n g  from t h a t  information must be balanced a g a i n s t  t h e  r i s k  t o  t h e  
interviewee.  She concluded her  paper with t h e  observa t ion  t h a t  those  who make use  of 
t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  method must always consider  t h e  dilemma of reducing t h e  disadvantage 
t o  t h e  respondent a t  t h e  r i s k  of reducing t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  d i s c i p l i n e .  She 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  could never  be l e s s  than  e t h i c a l  and 
t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  cons ide ra t ion  outweighed t h e  second i n  importance. 

The f i n a l  s e s s ion  of t h e  a f te rnoon and of t h e  day was e n t i t l e d  "Involvement I n  
Oral  History" and f ea tu red  t h r e e  p re sen ta t ions  from speakers  wi th  d i f f e r e n t  work 
backgrounds and t h e i r  usage of o r a l  h i s t o r y  wi th in  t h e i r  f i e l d s  of i n t e r e s t .  D r .  
James Morrison cha i red  t h e  s e s s i o n  whose f i r s t  speaker  was Cormela K. P a t r i a s  from 
t h e  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  His tory  Socie ty  of Ontar io.  M s .  P a t r i a s  gave a  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  of 
t h e  Socie ty ,  t oge the r  wi th  i t s  goals  be fo re  commenting on p a s t  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  papers  
r e l a t e d  t o  immigrant groups and t h e  manner i n  which t h e s e  a r e  o f t e n  skewed because 
of t h e  absence of a  balanced c r o s s  s e c t i o n  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  types  
of people w i th in  a  p a r t i c u l a r  group. She s t a t e d ,  f o r  i n s t ance ,  t h a t  p a s t  s t u d i e s  
have o f t e n  r e l i e d  on group spokesmen who a r e  u s u a l l y  q u i t e  a r t i c u l a t e  but  don ' t  
r ep re sen t  t h e  opinion of t h e  l abo re r  o r  housewife when g iv ing  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of p a s t  
events .  I n  add i t i on ,  t h e s e  spokesmen o f t e n  f a i l  t o  mention unpleasant  occurances o r  
themes i n  r e l a t i n g  t h e i r  g roup ' s  h i s t o r y  and t h a t  o the r  sources ,  such a s  t h e  govern- 
ment records ,  which a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  a r e  l i kewise  o f t e n  incomplete concerning t h i s  type  
of information.  M s .  P a t r i a s  then went on t o  r e l a t e  the  o rgan iza t iona l  c h a r a c t e r i s -  
t i c s  of t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  program inc luding  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  r e sea rche r s  
c o n t r i b u t e  t h e  taped in te rv iews  and t h a t  they  axe encouraged t o  conduct t h e i r  i n t e r -  
views i n  English even i f  t h e i r  n a t i v e  tongue is  t h a t  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  community 
t h e y ' r e  researching .  I n  add i t i on ,  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  t a p e s  a r e  t r ansc r ibed  only f o r  
pub l i ca t ion  purposes while  t hose  no t  intended f o r  t h i s  purpose a r e  summarized. The 
reason f o r  t h i s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o s t  f a c t o r  involved, i s  t h a t  t h e  pronounciat ion 
and sentence s t r u c t u r e  a r e  considered va luab le  by l i n g u i s t s ,  q u a l i t i e s  which cannot 
be transformed i n t o  p r i n t .  

Anton Wagner, r ep re sen t ing  t h e  Assoc ia t ion  f o r  Canadian Theatre  His tory ,  was t h e  
second speaker of t h e  se s s ion  and h i s  paper was e n t i t l e d  " o r a l  H i s to ry  and Canadian 
Theatre  His tory  Research", Af te r  g iv ing  a  b r i e f  resume of t h e a t r e  h i s t o r y  i n  Canada, 
M r .  Wagner continued by s t a t i n g  t h a t  a  g r e a t  weal th of raw d a t a  both i n  a r c h i v a l  and 
o r a l  form e x i s t s  i n  t h e  country but  t o  t h i s  po in t  i n  time, very  l i t t l e  of i t  has been 
used e i t h e r  a s  an  educa t iona l  f o r c e  o r  through t h e  medium of pub l i ca t ions .  He 
explained t h a t  t h e  Assoc ia t ion  was formed i n  1976 and t h a t  i t s  goals  were s i m i l a r  t o  
t hose  of t h e  COHA wi th  regard  t o  t h e  former 's  i n t e n t  of promoting t h e  advancement of 
t h e a t r e  h i s t o r y  i n  Canada. M r .  Wagner f e l t  t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  in te rv iews  would p l ay  
a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h i s  advancement bu t  caut ioned a g a i n s t  t h e i r  usage t o  r e p l a c e  
o the r  forms of r e sea rch .  He concluded by s t a t i n g  t h a t  a l though o r a l  h i s t o r y  could 
no t  s tand  on i t s  own, i t  was neve r the l e s s  a  primary r e sea rch  t o o l ,  a  humanizing f a c t o r  
and t h e r e f o r e  ind ispensable .  

The t h i r d  speaker,  Va le r i e  Schatzker ,  represented  t h e  Hannah I n s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  
His tory  of Medicine. She explained t h a t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  had e s t a b l i s h e d  f i v e  c h a i r s  



f o r  t h e  s tudy  of h i s t o r y  of medicine i n  Ontar io,  t h r e e  of which were employing o r a l  
h i s t o r y  a s  a  means of documentation through in te rv iews  wi th  p ro fe s so r s  and r e sea rche r s  
a t  t hose  loca t ions .  M r s .  Schatzker s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Toronto where 
she  i s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g ,  members of t h e  f a c u l t i e s  of His tory  and Medicine s i t  on a  
board governing t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  
h i s t o r y  of medicine. She explained t h a t  t h e  in te rv iews  conducted a r e  u s u a l l y  bio- 
g raph ica l  i n  n a t u r e  and, w i t h i n  t h a t  framework, cover such t o p i c s  a s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of t h e  Royal College of Phys ic ians  and Surgeons, t he  g ran t ing  of medical degrees 
i n  Canada and t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of medicine. 

The f o u r t h  and f i n a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  a f te rnoon came i n  t h e  form no t  of a  
speaker  b u t ,  app ropr i a t e ly  enough, a  t ape  recorded message from a speaker who was 
unable t o  a t t end .  The t a p e  was made by M r .  John Twomey, Acting Vice-President f o r  
t h e  Assoc ia t ion  f o r  t h e  Study of Canadian Radio and Telev is ion .  M r .  Twomey was unable 
t o  a t t e n d  because h i s  Assoc ia t ion  was meeting on t h e  same d a t e s  i n  Montreal due t o  a  
l a t e  change i n  t h e i r  p lans .  On t h e  t ape  M r .  Twomey explained t h a t  t h e r e  were two 
reasons f o r  t h e  formation of t h e  Assoc ia t ion ,  one of which r e l a t e d  t o  t he  l a c k  of an  
h i s t o r i c a l  framework f o r  most of t h e  personnel  who have been involved i n  t h e  r a d i o  
and t e l e v i s i o n  indus t ry  and secondly due t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  on behalf  of t h e  profession-  
a l s  involved i n  t h i s  i ndus t ry  i n  t h e  documentation of t h e  h i s t o r y  of broadcast ing.  
He addded t h a t  no comprehensive h i s t o r y  of broadcas t ing  i n  Canada has  y e t  been a t -  
tempted i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  and Great B r i t a i n .  M r .  Twomey concluded by 
s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  d isseminat ion  of information was an  important p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  
Associat ionand s t r e s s e d  t h e  need f o r  c l o s e  co-operation between h i s  o rgan iza t ion  and 
t h e  C.O.H.A. 

The days s e s s i o n s  having concluded, t h e  de l ega te s  adjourned u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  even- 
ing  i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  a wine and cheese r ecep t ion  and l a t e r ,  t h e  annual banquet, both 
of which were he ld  i n  Ballroom C of t h e  Skyline Hotel.  Towards t h e  end of t h e  banquet, 
t h e  l o c a l  events  organizer ,  M r .  Harold Moulds of t h e  Ontar io Medical Associat ion,  
introduced t h e  gues t  speaker,  D r .  John Sco t t  of t h e  Toronto General Hospi ta l .  D r .  
S c o t t  gave a  most i n t e r e s t i n g  t a l k  about pioneer  l i f e  i n  Simcoe County, Ontar io,  and 
a r e s t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t  h e ' s  been involved wi th  regard ing  t h e  S i r  William O s t l e r  e s t a t e .  
H i s  p r e sen ta t ion  was accompanied by s l i d e s  of t h e  a r e a  and t h e  e s t a t e .  D r .  S c o t t  was 
a c t u a l l y  an e leventh  hour replacement f o r  t h e  scheduled gues t  speaker ,  P ro fe s so r  W.E. 
Swinton of t h e  His tory  of Medicine Museum, Academy of Medicine, Toronto, who had t o  
cance l  due t o  i l l n e s s .  It was, however, agreed by a l l  t h a t  D r .  Sco t t  was a  more than  
adequate  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  Professor  Swinton and he was thanked accordingly.  

On Saturday t h e  format of t h e  Conference changed t o  a  workshop s t r u c t u r e .  Three 
workshops were held emphasizing d i f f e r e n t  a spec t s  of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  method and i t s  
admin i s t r a t i on .  The f i r s t  was e n t i t l e d  "The In te rv iew Process" and was conducted by 
Gary Hughes from t h e  New Brunswick Museum and Jean-Paul Moreau, Sound Archives,  
Pub l i c  Archives of Canada. It was a t tended  f o r  t h e  most p a r t  by novice in te rv iewers  
who wished t o  know more about t h e  b a s i c s  of in te rv iewing ,  a  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  had been 
foreseen  by t h e  Executive when planning t h e  Conference based on t h e  experience of 
previous ga ther ings  where t h e  r eques t s  f o r  same even tua l ly  prompted t h e  move. The 
workshop covered such necessary cons ide ra t ions  a s  t h e  need f o r  pre l iminary  research  
i n  t h e  a r c h i v a l  and m a t e r i a l  f i e l d s ,  t h e  types of in te rv iews  t h a t  could be conducted, 
t h e  importance of t h e  pre in te rv iew s i t u a t i o n ,  equipment cons ide ra t ions ,  t h e  in te rv iew 
i t s e l f  and t h e  va r ious  forms of documentation, inc luding  t h e  r e l e a s e  form and i ts  
r ami f i ca t ions  t h a t  a r e  requi red  t o  complete t h e  process .  Each subsec t ion  of t h i s  
process  i n s p i r e d  ques t ions  from t h e  de l ega te s  i n  a t tendance ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t hose  deal-  
ing  wi th  t h e  pre- interview and in t e rv i ew s i t u a t i o n s  a s  we l l  a s  e t h i c a l  ques t ions  
surrounding t h e  r e l e a s e  form agreement. 



The second workshop of t h e  morning under t h e  heading "Transcribing and Edit ing" 
was conducted by M r .  Arthur Crighton, Senior Producer,  CBC and Barry Penhale,  a CBC 
f r ee l ance r .  M r .  Penhale began t h e  d i scuss ion  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  had been r e t a i n e d  by 
t h e  Ontar io Educat ional  Communications Associat ion t o  produce a s e r i e s  of school  
broadcas ts  which, i n  e f f e c t ,  ran  f o r  a f i v e  year  per iod from 1972-77. The broadcas ts  
d e a l t  wi th  i n t e r e s t i n g  a spec t s  of On ta r io ' s  h i s t o r y  and gene ra l ly  involved in te rv iews  
with people who would no t  normally be approached f o r  such information - a l o c a l  
r e s i d e n t  of Cobal t ,  Ont. t a l k i n g  about t h e  e a r l y  days of t h a t  community; an  Ojibway 
Indian  speaking about h i s  i n t roduc t ion  t o  t h e  l a r g e  urban atmosphere of Toronto. 
Each program produced and so ld  t o  t he  O.E.C.A. l a s t e d  27 minutes and most f ea tu red  
M r .  Penhale a s  t h e  in te rv iewer .  M r .  Crighton then played a s h o r t  excerp t  from one of 
t hese  programs which, a l though only two minutes i n  l eng th ,  contained 38 sepa ra t e  e d i t s .  
M r .  Crighton explained t h a t  t h e  e d i t i n g  process  i s  no t  always so  thorough and i t s  
emphasis was, f o r  example, l essened  during t h e  in t e rv i ew wi th  t h e  Ojibway Indian,  a 
somewhat emotional encounter i n  which t i g h t  e d i t i n g  would have made the  in te rv iew 
almost d r o l l  o r  comical. I n  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ' s  ques t ions  were 
e d i t e d  out .  M r .  Crighton pointed ou t ,  however, t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  in te rv iews  were 
always kept  and eventua l ly  placed i n  t h e  C.B.C .  n a t i o n a l  a r ch ives .  He a l s o  explained 
t h a t  r e l e a s e  forms were a s tandard  procedure and t h a t  t h e  f r e e l a n c e  in t e rv i ewer ,  i n  
t h i s  c a s e  M r .  Penhale,  always asked t h e  in te rv iewee  i f  t h e  t a p e  could a l t e r  be 
ed i t ed  f o r  broadcast  purposes wi th  t h e  self-imposed proviso  t h a t  t h e  respondent 's  
words would n o t  be taken out  of contex t .  I n  c lo s ing ,  M r .  Crighton explained t h a t  i f  
t h e  in te rv iewee  i s  unpaid, t h e  in te rv iewer  i s  c a r e f u l  t o  avoid ques t ions  of a 
s e n s i t i v e  n a t u r e  bu t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  no t  always t h e  case  i f  t h e  in te rv iewee  i s  paid.  

The t h i r d  workshop was he ld  a f t e r  lunch and was e n t i t l e d  "Storage and Use". 
The d i scuss ion  l e a d e r s  f o r  t h i s  workshop were Mrs. Jane  McCracken, Alber ta  Cul ture  
and Denis Gagnon, Sound Archives,  Publ ic  Archives of Canada. M. Gagnon spoke on t h e  
t o p i c  of s t o r a g e  and began wi th  a b r i e f  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Sound Archives be fo re  
desc r ib ing  t h e  record ing  and s to rage  p o l i c i e s  followed the re .  Among t h e  t o p i c s  r a i s e d  
by M. Gagnon was t h e  problem of pr int- through and t h e  proposed measures t o  coun te rac t  
i t s  e f f e c t s ,  proper humidity and temperature l e v e l s  f o r  s to rage ,  types  of a r c h i v a l  
s to rage ,  t ape  and c a s s e t t e  q u a l i t y  and t h e  necessary processes  of c leaning  and de- 
magnifying t h e  recording heads on recorders .  M r s .  McCracken followed t h e  d i scuss ion  
and ques t ions  on t h i s  t o p i c  wi th  a t a l k  on t h e  usage of tapes ,  inc luding  t h e i r  
a c c e s s a b i l i t y  through proper indexing and documentation, t h e  dec i s ion  making process  
regard ing  t h e  acceptance o r  r e j e c t i o n  of t ape  record ings  o f f e red  f o r  donat ion,  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  types  of r e sea rche r s  and t h e i r  r e sea rch  o r i e n t a t i o n s  and t h e  p r a c t i c a l  uses  
t o  which t ape  record ings  could be put  such a s  edu-ki ts  f o r  schools ,  r ad io  broadcas ts  
and museum d i sp l ays .  

Af t e r  t h e  f i n a l  workshop, t h e  Associat ion he ld  i t s  annual  meeting and t h e  
Conference was brought o f f i c i a l l y  t o  a c lo se .  It was f e l t  t h a t  t he  ga ther ing  had 
been a succes s fu l  a f f a i r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  view of i t s  s t r i c t e r  adherance t o  t h e  
Conference theme, a development t h a t  had no t  always enjoyed a s  much success  i n  pre- 
v ious  c o n f e r e n c e ~ .  

Gary K. Hughes, 
Engl i sh  Language Sec re t a ry  


