
S U R V I V I N G  T H E  COLD WAR: 

A STUDY O F  T H E  U N I T E D  E L E C T R I C A L  WORKERS IN CANADA 

by James L. T u r k  

L'anti-communisme a u  s e i n  d u  mouvement du  t r a v a i l  c a n a d i e n  a t t e i g n i t  d a n s  les  
ann6es  40s  e t  50s  un n i v e a u  s a n s  p r 6 c 6 d e n t .  L ' a d h k s i o n  2 d e s  s y n d i c a t s  d e  gauche  f u t  
r e s t r e i n t e ;  c e s  s y n d i c a t s  f u r e n t  p u r g 6 s  d e  l e u r s  d i r i g e a n t s  p u i s  f i n a l e m e n t  d6rnante lks .  
Cependant ,  l a  Un i t ed  E l e c t r i c  Rad io  and Machine Workers (UE) p u t  e x c e p t i o n n e l l e m e n t  
&chappe r  au  s o r t  d e  s e s  s e m b l a b l e s .  ~ a l g r 6  d e s  e f f o r t s  c o n c e r t 6 s  pour  d k t r u i r e  l a  UE, 
c e l l e - c i  p a r v i n t  c o n s e r v e r  l a  p l u p a r t  d e  ses l o c a u x ,  s a u f  au  ~ u k b e c  oG i l s  f u r e n t  
d 6 s a c c r 6 d i t k s  i c a u s e  d e  l e u r  a p p a r t e n a n c e  a u  mouvement communiste .  Pour comprendre  
c e  q u i  p e r m i t  l a  s u r v i e  d e  c e  s y n d i c a t  d e  gauche  au  Canada,  une h i s t o i r e  s o c i a l e  d e  
s e s  4 p r i n c i p a u x  l o c a u x  f u t  e n t r e p r i s e .  Un a r c h i v a g e  i n t e n s i f  a i n s i  que d e s  e n t r e v u e s  I 
d e  l o n g u e  d u r k e  p e r m i r e n t  d e  mieux comprendre  comment l a  s t r u c t u r e  e t  l e  f o n c t i o n n e m e n t  
du  s y n d i c a t ,  l a  n a t u r e  e t  l e  p r o c e s s u s  d e  t r a v a i l  d e  l ' i n d u s t r i e  k l e c t r i q u e ,  e t  l e  
c a r a c t G r e  d e s  a t t a q u e s  d o n t  f u t  v i c t i m e  l a  UE, c o n t r i b u 6 r e n t  A l u i  k v i t e r  l e  s o r t  d e  
ses s e m b l a b l e s  d u r a n t  l a  " g u e r r e  f r o i d e " .  En c o n c l u s i o n ,  on f a i t  & t a t  d e s  d i f f i c u l t e s  
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p r o p r e  aux  h i s t o i r e s  o r a l e s  d o n t  l e  s u j e t  i m p l i q u e  l l & m o t i v i t &  e t  l a  s e n s i b i l i t 6  
p o l i t i q u e  d e s  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  ! 
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Labour and t h e  Cold War i n  Cznada 

The c o l d  war p e r i o d  i s  one  o f  t h e  most  n e g l e c t e d  i n  Canadian  s t u d i e s .  whe the r  
t h i s  n e g l e c t  s t e m s  from a  d e s i r e  t o  f o r g e t  what happened o r  from a b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  
is  l i t t l e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  s t u d y ,  t h e  r e s u l t  is a  g a p i n g  h o l e  i n  o u r  knowledge o f  o u r  
p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  S i n c e  t h e  r e s e a r c h  r e p o r t e d  h e r e  began s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a11i1, 
t h e r e  has  been a  d r a m a t i c  growth  i n  t h e . u r g e n c y  f o r  LI c r i t i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  CanadLi 
d u r i n g  t h e  c o l d  war y e a r s .  The Canadian  r e s p o n s e  t o  t l i e  S o v i e t  i n v a s i o n  o f  A f y h a n i c t , ~ n  
shows t h a t  t h e  c o l d  war m e n t a l i t y  l i v e s  on and c a n  bc r e a c t i v a t e J  w i th  a l a r m l n q  : ; i ~ ' c ' ~ i .  

There  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  l e s s o n s  t o  be l e a r n e d  Eroni t h e  c n l d  war c .>: j>er icncc-- lcss~in~;  
t h a t  r e q u i r e  a c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h ~ t  p e r i o d  Eroni w i t h i n  t h e  rncx)d ot: tl:c i?cr ic>t l .  
A s  Wi l l i am Apple ton  M i l l i a m s ,  t h e  no t ed  Amer i c ~ n  h i s t u r  i a n  h ~ s  argued: 

"Only by g r a s p i n g  what we were  is i t  p o s s i b l c  t o  s e e  how 



we c h a n g e d ,  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s  and  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  and t o  g a i n  some p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  what  
w e  a r e .  The h i s t o r i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  is n o t  o n e  o f  s t a y i n g  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  l o o k i n g  back.  R a t h e r  it is o n e  o f  g o i n g  
back i n t o  t h e  p a s t  and  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  a  
w i d e r  and  more i n t e n s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  r e s t r a i n t s  
o f  o u r  f o r m e r  o u t l o o k .  " l 

The a t t a c k  o n  t h e  l e f t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  World War I$ t o o k  many forms--one o f  
t h e  most v i r u l e n t  b e i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n  movement. Having b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  newly emerged i n d u s t r i a l  u n i o n s  o f  t h e  CIO, communis t s  and  o t h e r  l e f t  
w i n g e r s  were s u b j e c t e d  t o  a  v i c i o u s  a s s a u l t  a imed a t  d i s l o d g i n g  them f rom p o s i t i o n s  
o f  l e a d e r s h i p  and  i n f l u e n c e .  

The U n i t e d  E l e c t r i c a l  Workers  

Of a l l  t h e  l e f t  wing u n i o n s  i n  Canada ,  none was s e e n  a s  more c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  
t h e  Communist P a r t y  t h a n  t h e  U n i t e d  E l e c t r i c a l ,  R a d i o  and  Machine Workers  (UE) .  None 
f o u g h t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  C o n g r e s s  o f  Labour  more v i g o r o u s l y . 2  
UE's p r e s i d e n t ,  C.S. J a c k s o n  r e g u l a r l y  opposed  Aaron Mosher a n d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
CCL. J a c k s o n  and  UE S e c r e t a r y - T r e a s u r e r ,  George  H a r r i s ,  v i g o r o u s l y  f o u g h t  t h e  CCL's 
a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  CCF. W i t h i n  t h e  l a b o u r  movement,  UE f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  A b b o t t  
P l a n ,  a g a i n s t  C a n a d a ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  M a r s h a l l  P l a n ,  and  a g a i n s t  t h e  a n t i - S o v i e t  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  C a n a d a ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  

N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  UE became o n e  o f  t h e  p r i m e  t a r g e t s  o f  t h o s e  w a n t i n g  t o  r i d  t h e  
l a b o u r  movement o f  "communis t s" .  I n  Canada and  t h e  U.S., t h e  CCL and  t h e  CIO w e n t  
t o  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h a t  end :  e x p e l l i n g  t h e  UE f rom t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c h a r t e r i n g  a  new e l e c t r i c a l  w o r k e r s '  u n i o n  ( t h e  international U n i o n  
o f  - E l e c t r i c a l ,  R a d i o  and  Machine W o r k e r s )  t o  t a k e  o v e r  UE's  j u r i s d i c t i o n  a n d  r a i d  
e x i s t i n g  UE s h o p s ,  and  g i v i n g  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  and k e y  s t a f f  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  IUE. 

T h i s  e f f o r t  was q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  where  t h e  UE was r e d u c e d  
from t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  CIO u n i o n  w i t h  o v e r  3 2 5 , 0 0 0  members i n  1 9 4 8 ,  t o  a  s h e l l  o f  
i t s  f o r m e r  s e l f  w i t h  fewer  t h a n  1 4 0 , 0 0 0  members by 1 9 5 4 . 4  

I n  Canada t h e  s t o r y  was d i f f e r e n t .  The UE, a l o n e  among t h e  m a j o r  l e f t  wing 
u n i o n s ,  s u r v i v e d  t h e  c o l d  war y e a r s  w i t h  i t s  l e f t  wing l e a d e r s h i p  i n t a c t ,  i ts  l e f t  
wing p o l i t i c a l  s t a n c e  a s  v i s i b l e  a s  b e f o r e ,  and  w i t h  mos t  o f  i t s  m a j o r  l o c a l s  s t i l l  
p a r t  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

The s u r v i v a l  o f  UE is  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  I t  c a n  s h e d  l i g h t  o n  how l e f t  
v i n q  l e ~ d e r s h i p  c a n  e s t a b l i s h  a  f i r m  b a s e  among a  r a n k  and f i l e  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  s h a r e  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ' s  p o l i t i c s ,  and i t  c a n  l e t  u s  see what  t h e  c o l d  war and anti-communism 
meant  t o  w o r k e r s  i n  o n e  o f  C a n a d a ' s  m a j o r  i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r s .  

The S u r v i v a l  o f  UE 

A f u l l  r e p o r t  01' t h e  r e s u l t : ;  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  must  a w a i t  t h e  f a r  more d e t ~ i l e t l  
t r c , ~ t m e n t  onl; .  pc.,~;::: i l , lc i n  2  r n o n o l j r ~ p h .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a n  o v e r v i e w  ot- t h e  :;tucIy will.  
l l i v t -  :;cmc :;cnsc o f  c v c n t s  , l i i ( ?  will ! I ?  ;in ; t id  i n  lookincj  a t  i s : ; i~cs  conce~-nine! t l ic  L I S C  

0 1 -  i>r,i 1 c v i ~ l e n c c  i n  1 a h o u r  stc1~1 i c s .  

Fly s t u < l y  r,t- ill; L a r ~ i e L , ~ ~  f~ic-.~i;st?rl 011 f o u r  k e y  1 p c a 1 ~  w h i c h  coun tc , . i  for  . ~ L m o : i t  l i , i ! !  

i , ! -  t i l t .  t n t , i l  rnrrn1)t~rt; l~ij~ o f  thc' : i n i o n .  i i lmt  happened a t  t h e s e  l o c a l s  c ie tc r i i l inc~ i  t l i~.?  



f a t e  o f  t h e  union .  The loca l s - -504  a t  West inghouse  i n  Hami l ton ,  507 a t  CGE Davenpor t  
i n  T o r o n t o ,  510 a t  P h i l l i p s  i n  B r o c k v i l l e ,  and 524 a t  CGE i n  P e t e r b o r o u g h - - r e p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  h e a r t  o f  UE's membership i n  t h e  e l e c t r i c a i  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n d u s t r y .  Loca l  504 was 
t h e  l a r g e s t  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6000 members, f o l l owed  by 524 w i t h  3000,  507 w i t h  1200 ,  
and 510 w i t h  700. 

These  f o u r  l o c a l s  had r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s  and outcomes .  L o c a l  504 a t  
West inghouse  was o n e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  i n  i t s  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  UE d i s t r i c t  l e a d e r s h i p .  
The h o l d  w a s  s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  t h e  IUE neve r  a t t e m p t e d  a  r a i d  a t  West inghouse .  On t h e  
o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  IUE d i d  l a u n c h  c o n c e r t e d  a t t a c k s  on  t h e  UE 1;cals i n  t h e  CGE c h a i n .  
The key t o  t h i s  a t t a c k  was t h e  Pe t e rbo rough  l o c a l .  Both s i d e s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  outcome 
i n  L o c a l  524 would d e c i d e  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  t h e  CGE c h a i n  and t h a t  i n  t u r n  would p r o b a b l y  
d e c i d e  t h e  f a t e  o f  UE. The f i g h t  i n  P e t e r b o r o u g h  was t h e  most  i n t e n s e  anywhere i n  
Canada. For  f o u r  y e a r s ,  t h e  b a t t l e  c o n t i n u e d  a l t h o u g h  t h e  UE p r o b a b l y  a s s u r e d  i t s  
v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  d e c i s i v e  v o t e  d u r i n g  t h e  s econd  IUE r a i d  i n  1951.7  

The c o n t e s t  a t  CGE Davenpor t  seemed s e c o n d a r y .  Al though it r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  most  
p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e ,  t h e  IUE f a i l e d  b o t h  i n  1950 and 1 9 5 1  t o  s i g n  enough worke r s  t o  g e t  
a  v o t e .  

The B r o c k v i l l e  l o c a l  (510 )  is  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  e x c e p t i o n .  Here  t h e  IUE 
won on i t s  second  t r y  i n  1 9 ~ 3 ~  and  r e t a i n e d  t h e  l o c a l  d e s p i t e  a  UE c o u n t e r - r a i d  two 
y e a r s  l a te r .  But  s i n c e  t h e  P h i l l i p s  p l a n t  was g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  i s o l a t e d  from t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  i n d u s t r y ,  was n o t  p a r t  o f  a  p rominen t  c h a i n ,  and was t h e  s m a l l e s t  
o f  t h e  key l o c a l s ,  t h e  I U E t s  v i c t o r y  h e r e  d i d  n o t  t u r n  t h e  t i d e  a g a i n s t  UE e l s e w h e r e .  

F a c t o r s  i n  S u r v i v a l :  The S t r u c t u r e  and O p e r a t i o n  o f  UE 

S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  s t a n d  o u t  a s  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  p a t t e r n  t h a t  emerged i n  e a c h  o f  
t h e s e  shops .  G e n e r a l l y ,  UE had e s t a b l i s h e d  its b a s e  t h r o u g h  e x t e n s i v e  r ank  and f i l e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  from t h e  o u t s e t  i n  e a c h  l o c a l .  I t  a lways  s o u g h t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  
f u n c t i o n i n g  s t e w a r d s  body t h a t  met weekly and hand led  much o f  t h e  work o f  t h e  l o c a l .  
I t  e x p e c t e d  l o c a l s '  e x e c u t i v e s  t o  meet  weekly and t o  be supp lemen ted  by mon th ly  
g e n e r a l  membership m e e t i n g s .  C o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  r a n k a n d  f i l e  was f u r t h e r  f a c i l i t a t e d  
by r e g u l a r  l e a f l e t s  d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  p l a n t  g a t e s .  The re  were r a r e l y  fewer  t h a n  one  o r  
two a  week and somet imes  a s  many a s  s e v e n  t o  t e n  a  week d u r i n g  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  On t o p  
o f  t h i s ,  t h e r e  was a  s h o p  p a p e r  a t  CGE and West inghouse  and t h e  Canad ian  UE News t h a t  
a p p e a r e d  r e g u l a r l y  a t  a l l  shops .  No o t h e r  u n i o n  i n  Canada has  matched t h i s  l e v e l  o f  
p u b l i c i t y  work w i t h  i t s  rank  and f i l e .  

One o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e r s 9  was a s s i g n e d  t o  e a c h  major  l o c a l :  J a c k s o n  f o r  CGE 
and H a r r i s  f o r  West inghouse  and P h i l l i p s .  They would head t h e  y e a r l y  n e g o t i a t i o n s  and 
a t t e n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  membership mee t ings .  

I n  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  s t e w a r d s '  sy s t em was p r o b a b l y  t h e  key. I f  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  t h e  
ey  l i n k  between e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  and t h e  l o c a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  Because t h e  s t e w a r d s  were 
e p t  in formed a b o u t  a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  o f . t h e  l o c a l  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  most aspecKs o f  

t h e  l o c a l ' s  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e r e  was a  p e r s o n  i n  e a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  who c o u l d  be a  r e g u l a r  
and r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  membership. T h i s  went  a  l ong  way t o  l e t t l t ~ c l  
t h e  membership f e e l  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  un ion  and keep ing  t h e  leadership i n  t ouch  w i t 1 1  t h e  
rank  and f i l e .  

The UE a l s o  b u i l t  i t s  c r e d i b i l i t y  by empi~as i z in l ;  thc  t l e m o c r a t ~ c  s t ~ u c t u r c  ~ j i  t i l t .  

un ion .  Fo rma l ly ,  i t  was d e m o c r a t i c  from t o p  t o  bot tom. Nothing s u l ~ s t a n t i a l  c o u l ~ i  ! ~ c  
done  w i t h o u t  t h e  v o t e  o f  t h e  membership. During t h e s e  y c J r s ,  t h e  union's c q o v e r n l n ~ i  



body--the D i s t r i c t  C o u n c i l  o n  which e a c h  l o c a l  had r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
s i z e  o f  t h e  l o c a l - - m e t  e v e r y  t h r e e  months .  C o n v e n t i o n s  were h e l d  y e a r l y .  A l l  p o l i c y  
m a t t e r s ,  a l l  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  c o n t r a c t s ,  s t r i k e s ,  and n e g o t i a t i o n s  were s u b j e c t e d  
t o  membership v o t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  l o c a l s .  Even t h e  s a l a r i e s  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  u n i o n  
were l i m i t e d  t o  n o  more t h a n  t h e  t o p  h o u r l y  r a t e  i n . t h e  i n d u s t r y .  However much t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  o r g a n i z e d  t o  g e t  i ts way t h r o u g h  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  e x i s t e d  a n d  
s e r v e d  t o  r e f u t e  t h e  c l a i m s  a b o u t  t h e  a n t i - d e m o c r a t i c  b e h a v i o u r  o f  t h e  "communis t s" .  

The UE s t r e s s e d  p o l i c y  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  I t s  newspaper  a n d  l e a f l e t s  were 
f i l l e d  w i t h  s t r o n g l y  worded p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t s ,  economic a n a l y s i s ,  and p o l i t i c a l  
comment. A l s o  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  and t h e  u n i o n  were s u b j e c t e d  t o  
r e d - b a i t i n g .  J a c k s o n ' s  i n t e r n m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  World War I1 was r e p e a t -  
e d l y  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  membership by t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t s .  So  was George  
H a r r i s '  o p e n  a d m i s s i o n  o f  membersh ip  i n  t h e  Communist P a r t y .  Having  had t o  c o n f r o n t  
t h e  i s s u e  o f  communism and l e f t  wing p o l i t i c s  t h r o u g h o u t  i t s  l i f e  and h a v i n g  a l w a y s  
d o n e  so a g g r e s s i v e l y ,  t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  c h a r g e s  made d u r i n g  t h e  IUE r a i d s  los t  much 
o f  t h e i r  s t i n g .  The w o r k e r s  w e r e  accus tomed t o  h e a r i n g  t h e s e  c h a r g e s  and  t h e  l o c a l  
l e a d e r s h i p  and  t h e  UE s t e w a r d s  had g a i n e d  e x p e r i e n c e  and c o n f i d e n c e  i n  how t o  d e a l  
w i t h  them. 

One o f  t h e  k e y s  t o  s u c c e s s  f o r  t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l d  war y e a r s  
was t o  p r o v o k e  d i v i s i o n  among t h e  t o p  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  u n i o n  and  t o  u s e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  
t o  b r e a k  up t h e  u n i o n .  UE a v o i d e d  t h i s  f a t e .  Its t o p  t h r e e  o f f i c e r s - - J a c k s o n ,  H a r r i s ,  
and Ross  R u s s e l l - - f o l l o w e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  t h a t ,  when t h e y  d i s a g r e e d  o n  a  m a t t e r  o f  
s u b s t a n c e ,  t h e y  would d i s c u s s  it u n t i l  t h e r e  was c o n s e n s u s  and  would s t i c k  t o  t h a t  
p o s i t i o n  p u b l i c l y .  T h i s  p r o v e d  c r i t i c a l  b e c a u s e ,  d e s p i t e  m a j o r  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  a b o u t  
t a c t i c s  and s t r a t e g y ,  t h e  t h r e e  n e v e r  p u b l i c l y  d i s a g r e e d  and  a v o i d e d  g i v i n g  t h e i r  
o p p o n e n t s  a n  o p e n i n g  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  10 

A l s o  c r i t i c a l  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  UE s t r e s s e d  a  n o n - p a r t i s a n  l i n e :  i t  was n o t  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  u n i o n  t o  b e  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  a n y  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  T h i s  l i n e ,  d e v e l o p e d  
t o  f i g h t  t h e  CCL's t i e  t o  t h e  CCF, was u s e d  t o  t u r n  t h e  IUE 's  c h a r g e  o f  communis t  
d o m i n a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  IUE. Whereas  t h e  IUE c o u l d  show l i t t l e  h a r d  e v i d e n c e  o f  a  UE-CP 
t i e ,  t h e  UE c o u l d  e a s i l y  show a  s t r o n g  t i e  be tween  t h e  IUE (and  i ts  o t h e r  l a b o u r  
s u p p o r t e r s )  and t h e  CCF. The k e y  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  IUE i n  B r o c k v i l l e  and  P e t e r b o r o u g h  
had been  CCF c a n d i d a t e s  i n  1948 .  l 1  The I U E ' s  l a w y e r s  were Ted J o l i f f e ,  l e a d e r  o f  
t h e  O n t a r i o  CCF, and  David Lewis .  The o n e  a t t e m p t  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  
f o r c e s  i n  t h e  UE p r i o r  t o  1 9 4 9  had been  made by  O l i v e r  Hodges i n  h i s  r o l e  a s  f u l l -  
t i m e  o r g a n i z e r  f o r  t h e  CCF T r a d e  Union Commit tee  and t h e  name t h e  a n t i - c o m m u n i s t  
g r o u p  h a d , c h o s e n  was t h e  UEW-CCF U n i t y  Commit tee .  

All o f  t h i s  a l l o w e d  t h e  UE l e a d e r s h i p  t o  a r g u e  p e r s u a s i v e l y  t h a t  i t  was t h e  
CCF t h a t  was i n t e r f e r i n g ,  n o t  t h e  Communist P a r t y .  l 2  

An a d d i t i o n a l  f a c t o r  was t h a t  UE had e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s o l i d  r e c o r d  o f  t r a d e  u n i o n  
(work f o r  i t s  members. I t  p r o c e s s e d  g r i e v a n c e s  a g g r e s s i v e l y ,  e v e n  when t h e r e  was 
l i t t l e  c h a n c e  o f  w i n n i n g .  I t s  c o n t r a c t  s e t t l e m e n t s  were r e s p e c t a b l e  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  
e x c e p t i o n a l  when h i s t o r i c a l  c o m p a r i s o n s  a r e  made w i t h  o t h e r  u n i o n i z e d  g r o u p s .  I t  t o o k  
J t o u q h  p u b l i c  s t a n c e  toward  e m p l o y e r s  a s  p a r t  o f  i t s  o u t s p o k e n  a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t  p h i l o -  
sopli;;. Y e t ,  i t  a v o i d e d  s t r i k e s  where  p o s s i b l e  w h i l e  n e v e r  s h r i n k i n g  from t11rc; l tcninq a  
s t r i k e  a s  p a r t  of a  n e g o t i a t i n c j  s t r a t e g y .  When s t r i k e s  h,lcl t c ?  he t a k e n ,  i . t  tool;  thcm,  
iC pc.>ssil.lc, i n  s m a l l e r  l o c a l s .  ' 3  A l l  o f  t h i s  b u i l t  i t s  im~qt:  ;vith tl~i, r a n k  .ln~.l f i L c  
,IS ;I m i l i t ~ n t  t r a d e  u n i o n ,  b u t  o n e  which avo i t i cd  unncccs:;,iry (and  unpopul,ilc) : ; tr  ikc:;. 

F'i11:111\', t h e  UE a d o p t e d  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r a t e c , ~ .  t l ! ~ t  !~c.Lpccl i t  iinrnc:n:;*-.I.:;. 



The Dis t r ic t  O f f i c e  would a p p o i n t  a  f u l l - t i m e  s t a f f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  e a c h  major  
a r e a .  The s t a f f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  would t a k e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
of  t h e  l o c a l s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  and b e i n g  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  Dis t r i c t  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  l o c a l  
s i t u a t i o n .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  b o t h  P e t e r b o r o u g h  and Hami l ton ,  t h e  UE had e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
competent  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  who worked w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c e r s  t o  see t h a t  a l l  a s p e c t s  
o f  t h e  u n i o n ' s  b u s i n e s s ,  f rom g r i e v a n c e s  t o  p u b l i c i t y  t o  p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  were  
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  manner. These  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  B i l l  Walsh i n  Hami l ton  
and Ralph S u l l i v a n  i n  P e t e r b o r o u g h ,  were  c o r n e r s t o n e s  o f  t h e  u n i o n ' s  s t r e n g t h .  When 
t h e  t o p  l o c a l  o f f i c e r s  i n  P e t e r b o r o u g h  f o u g h t  t h e  Dis t r ic t  r e p e a t e d l y , 1 4  S u l l i v a n  
was a b l e  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  l o c a l  v o i c e  f o r  t h e  Distr ic t  l e a d e r s h i p .  He saw t h a t  t h o s e  
l o y a l  t o  t h e  Dis t r ic t  k e p t  up t h e i r  m o r a l e  and were p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  o v e r  when t h e  
e x i s t i n g  a n t i - D i s t r i c t  l e a d e r s h i p  went  i n t o  t h e  IUE. 

The o n l y  l o c a t i o n  where t h e  UE f a i l e d  t o  have  a  f u l l - t i m e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  
p l a c e  was B r o c k v i l l e .  The an t i -communis t  l o c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  c o u l d  b u i l d  t h e i r  b a s e  w i t h  
no  day-to-day c h a l l e n g e .  T h i s  f i g u r e d  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  UE's s u b s e q u e n t  d e f e a t  t h e r e .  

F a c t o r s  i n  S u r v i v a l :  UE's Opponents  

The s u c c e s s  o f  UE was n o t  o n l y  on  what i t  d i d  b u t  a l s o  b u i l t  on  t h e  f a i l i n g s  
o f  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n .  A s  a l r e a d y  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  CCF's behav iou r  a l l o w e d  it t o  be 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  v e r y  c h a r g e s  it l e v e l l e d  a t  t h e  Communist P a r t y .  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  IUE i n  1949,  t h e  S t e e l w o r k e r s  were t h e  ma jo r  
un ion  t o  encourage  UE's anti- communist^.^^ The UE neve r  p a s s e d  up t h e  c h a n c e  t o  c h a r g e  
t h e  S t e e l w o r k e r s  and t h e  an t i - communi s t s  i n  UE w i t h  wan t ing  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  un ion .  The 
an t i - communi s t s  vehemen t ly  d e n i e d  t h i s  c h a r g e :  t h e y  wanted new l e a d e r s  b u t  were  proud 
o f  t h e i r  un ion .  When t h e  S t e e l w o r k e r s  p e r s u a d e d  one  o f  t h e  an t i -communis t  l o c a l s  t o  
l e a v e  UE f o r  s t e e l , 1 6  UE's c l a i m s  were  v i n d i c a t e d  and t h e  an t i - communi s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  
UE were p u t  on  t h e  d e f e n s i v e .  

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  IUE d i d  n o t  s o l v e  m a t t e r s .  The IUE c o n c e n t r a t e d  i t s  
r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  and m e r e l y  s e n t  i n  one  o r g a n i z e r  t o  h a n d l e  a l l  o f  
Canada. J a c k  Morton,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Loca l  524 b e f o r e  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  IUE, 
was made IUE ' s  Canadian  d i r e c t o r .  With o n l y  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  t r a d e  un ion  e x p e r i e n c e  
p r e v i o u s l y  and hav ing  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  work f u l l - t i m e  i n  t h e  shop ,  Morton c o u l d  h a r d l y  
f i l l  t h e  v o i d  i n  t h e  UE s t r u c t u r e  i n  Canada. 

P a r t l y  t o  compensa t e ,  t h e  CCL p r o v i d e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  e x p e r i e n c e d  o r g a n i z e r s  t o  
h e l p  t h e  IUE i n  i ts  e a r l y  y e a r s .  But c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a d v i c e  g i v e n  by p e o p l e  who had 
o n l y  a week o r  two t o  f a m i l i a r i z e  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f t e n  d i d  more harm 
t h a n  good. T h i s  was r e c o g n i z e d  by 1 9 5 1  when t h e  CCL a r r a n g e d  f o r  J o e  I a c l i e n z i e ,  
f o r m e r l y  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  Rubber Workers ,  t o  b e  l o a n e d  t o  t h e  IUE t o  head up t h e  o rgan -  
i z a t i o n  d r i v e  a t  CGE P e t e r b o r o u g h .  While  t h e  problem o f  c o n t i n u i t y  was s o l v e d ,  a  
c o n f l i c t  deve loped  between t h e  IUE's  Canadian  o r g a n i z e r  and FIacKenzie. The IUE s t a f f  
saw MacKenzie a s  working i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  CCL, n o t  t h e  IUE, w h i l e  P l a c i i o n z i ~  
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  IUE was i n s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  way t h i n q s  had t o  be done  i n  
Canada. T h i s  b i c k e r i n g  and d i v i s i o n  i n f e c t e d  t h e  whole IUE e f f o r t .  

The IUE was a l s o  h u r t  by t h e  s t r o n g l y  i lmerlcan c h ; l r , ~ c t e r  oi ~t:; c ; , i~ ip~ i~qn .  I t  
s t r e s s e d  communism as t i l e  key l s s u e  and used l e a E l e t s  t h a t  were c ) l ~ v ~ ~ i ~ l s l \ .  ' i r n t .~  l c  111 

bo th  I n  app roach  2nd c o n t e n t .  T h l s  met a  lukewarm r e c e p t ~ o n  .inicny Can,~~l l ; ln  wc)r!,c~s 
who h e l d  a  l a t e n t  ant l- t \merlc; lnism which t h e  UE s u c c e s s t u l l y  111 fL~rnc~ l  ~ 4 1 t h  ~ t . -  
p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  IUE 2s  "Yankee R a i d e r s " .  



O t h e r  F a c t o r s  

A  ser ies  o f  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  UE's s u c c e s s .  I n  t h e  U.S.,  l a b o u r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  h u r t  UE more e a s i l y  t h a n  c o u l d  C a n a d i a n  law.  The T a f t -  
H a r t l e y  A c t  mean t  t h a t  u n l e s s  UE's o f f i c e r  t o o k  a  l o y a l t y  o a t h ,  t h e  UE c o u l d  n o t  
e v e n  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  b a l l o t  i n  a n y  N a t i o n a l  Labour  R e l a t i o n s  Board e l e c t i o n s .  The 
T a f t - H a r t l e y  A c t  a l s o  a l l o w e d  a  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  v o t e  t o  b e  c a l l e d  by p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  
e m p l o y e r s .  T h i s  meant  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  u n i o n  c o u l d  b e  c h a l l e n g e d  a t  a n y  time and  
w i t h  n o  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a new u n i o n  h a v e  s i g n e d  members i n , t h e  s h o p .  

I n  Canada ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  v o t e  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  c a l l e d  a f t e r  
t h e  c o n t r a c t  had b e e n  i n  f o r c e  f o r  t e n  months  and  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r  ( t h e  IUE) 
had s i g n e d  c a r d s  f rom 4 5 %  o f  t h e  b a r g a i n i n g  u n i t .  T h i s  meant  t h a t  t h e  UE c o u l d  p l a n  
f o r  when t h e  r a i d  would o c c u r  and  c o u l d  f i g h t  t o  p r e v e n t  a  v o t e  by  b l o c k i n g  t h e  
s i g n i n g  o f  c a r d s .  

The Amer ican  s t a t e  i n t e r v e n e d  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  IUE i n  ways t h e  C a n a d i a n  s t a t e  
d i d  n o t .  A t  k e y  moments i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  f i g h t s  be tween  t h e  u n i o n s ,  t h e  l o c a l  UE 
l e a d e r s h i p  would b e  s u b p o e n a e d  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  g o v e r n m e n t  b o d i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  Eouse  
Commit tee  o n  Unamerican A c t i v i t i e s  o r  t h e  S e n a t e  Commit tee  o n  I n t e r n a l  S e c u r i t y .  T h i s  
would p u l l  t h e  k e y  UE p e o p l e  o u t  o f  town a t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  moment p r e c e d i n g  a  v o t e .  A s  
wel l ,  a p p e a r a n c e  b e f o r e  t h e s e  c o m m i t t e e s  was u s e d  t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  UE p e o p l e . ' '  

W h i l e  t h e r e  is  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  RCMP k e p t  t a b s  o n  t h e  U E ' e r s  and  made d i s c r e t e  
b i t s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  UE's o p p o n e n t s ,  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  
a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Amer ican  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  UE was s t r e n g t h e n e d  by t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  which i t  
was s i t u a t e d  a n d  by t h e  r e c e n c y  o f  i ts  h a v i n g  o r g a n i z e d  t h a t  i n d u s t r y  i n  Canada.  

L e t  m e  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  l a s t  p o i n t  f i r s t .  Where t h e  UE was o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  mid- 
T h i r t i e s  i n  t h e  U.S. and  m o s t  o f  i ts  k e y  l o c a l s  were f u n c t i o n i n g  a c t i v e l y  b e f o r e  
1 9 4 0 ,  t h e  UE i n  Canada d i d  n o t  r e a l l y  d e v e l o p  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  World War 11. A t  
t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  s p l i t  i n  1 9 4 9 ,  t h e  UE i n  Canada was a  r e l a t i v e l y  new u n i o n  s t i l l  
m a n i f e s t i n g  some o f  t h e  v i g o u r  and u n i t y  o f  newly formed o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The u n i o n s '  
d i s t r i c t  l e a d e r s  were known a s  t h e  o n e s  who h e l p e d  o r g a n i z e  t h e  u n i o n  a n d  b r i n g  t h e  
l o c a l s  i n t o  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n  movement. I t  made i t  h a r d e r  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  same w o r k e r s  
t h a t  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  w o r k e r s '  i n t e r e s t s  a t  h e a r t .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
most l o c a l s  had b e e n  a c t i v e  f o r  up t o  15 y e a r s  and mos t  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  had n o t  b e e n  
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e i r  l o c a l s .  

The n a t u r e  o f  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  i n d u s t r y  a l s o  s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  hand o f  UE. A s  
~ u h n l ~  h a s  shown, t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  i n d u s t r y  p r o d u c e s  a n  e n o r m o u s l y  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  a r r a y  
o f  p r o d u c t s ,  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  is by d e p a r t m e n t s  i n  which  w o r k e r s  
a r e  g r o u p e d  n o t  by t r a d e  b u t  by p r o d u c t  p r o d u c e d .  T h i s  i n h i b i t s  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  oT 
t i e s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t r a d e  g r o u p s  a s  i n  t h e  r u b b e r  o r  s t e e l  i n d u s t r i e s .  Where t r a d e  
g r o u p s  a r e  f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  g r o u p s  o f t e n  f u n c t i o n  
~ u t o n o r n o u s l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  g r i e v a n c e s :  r a t h e r  t h a n  f i g h t i n g  them t h r o u g h  t h e  u n i o n ,  
t h e y  o f t e n  s i m p l y  down t o o l s  o r  a d o p t  some o t h e r  g r o u p  a p p r o a c h .  T h i s  t h e n  p u t s  t l l c  
u n i o n  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t e l l i n g  thcm t o  g o  back t o  work o r  o t h e r w i s e  oppos1n7  t l i c ~ r  
a c t l n n  and c r e a t e s  an a d v e r s a r i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  t h e  u n i o n  and t h e  inEormaL 
wc3r k q rot ips  . 

11.1 inc ius t r  i e s  l i k e  e l e c t r  i c a L  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  a h s e n c e  oi s~:cti trLiiit7 

~ l r c l u ~ ~ s  h;is meant t h a t  i j r i e v a n c c s .  a r c  Inore l i k e l y  t o  be p r o c e s s e d  tliroucjti t t i t '  u n l ~ l n  



s t r u c t u r e .  Not o n l y  d o e s  t h i s  p r e v e n t  t h e  a d v e r s a r i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  from d e v e l o p i n g ,  
it a l l o w s  t h e  union  t o  a c t i v e l y  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  r a n k  and f i l e .  Kuhn ' s  compar i son  o f  
u n i o n s  i n  t h e  rubbe r  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  i n d u s t r y  documents  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  
of  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e .  'I9 

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  UE, t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f i g h t  g r i e v a n c e s  was t a k e n  up e n t h u s i -  
a s t i c a l l y  a s  ment ioned  above.  T h i s  h e l p e d  b u i l d  a  harmonious  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h a t  i t  
was d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  IUE t o  undo. 

\ 

A f i n a l  f a c t o r  i s  t h e  most  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s - - t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y .  
While  it is c l e a r  t h a t  a  number o f  UE 'e r s  were  members o f  t h e  CP, it is u n c l e a r  what  
e f f e c t  t h i s  had o n  t h e  union .  Union p o l i c y  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r m a l  d e m o c r a t i c  
s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  union .  I t  is  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  a  number o f  C P ' e r s  were  g i v e n  
p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  s t a f f  j o b s  ( j u s t  a s  CCF'ers  were g i v e n  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  s t a f f  j o b s  
i n  S t e e l ) .  Yet  is  is a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  J a c k s o n  had no  r e l u c t a n c e  wha t soeve r  i n  f i r i n g  
a  CP 'e r  no m a t t e r  how h i g h  up  i n  t h e  P a r t y  i f  t h e  p e r s o n  was n o t  d o i n g  a  good j o b  
f o r  t h e  union .  While  u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  C P ' e r s  i n  t h e  UE used  t h e  UE a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  
r e c r u i t i n g  i n t o  t h e  CP, t h i s  neve r  was p u r s u e d  a s  a  c e n t r a l  a im n o r  were t h e r e  e v e r  
more t h a n  a  h a n d f u l  o f  CP members i n  a n y  one  shop .  

The most  r emarkab le  f a c t  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  UE and t h e  CP is  t h a t  
an t i -communis t s  were u n a b l e  t o  u s e  r e a l  and a l l e g e d  "communist t i e s "  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  
un ion  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  when l e f t  w i n g e r s  were b e i n g  p u t  t o  r o u t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a b o u r  
movement. The r ank  and f i l e  were  u n w i l l i n g  t o  v o t e  o u t  t h e i r  l e f t i s t  l e a d e r s h i p ,  some 
avowedly communists ,  d e s p i t e  b e i n g  o f f e r e d  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d o  s o  and d e s p i t e  t h e  
s o c i a l  m i l i e u  o f  t h e  c o l d  war y e a r s .  

O r a l  H i s t o r y ,  Labour H i s t o r y  and t h e  Cold War 

I n  t h i s  f i n a l  s e c t i o n ,  I would l i k e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
i n  t h e  k ind  o f  work j u s t  d e s c r i b e d  and e x p l o r e  p rob lems  e n c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  s u c h  d a t a .  

The f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  " o r a l  h i s t o r y "  l e a v e s  m e  a  b i t  p e r p l e x e d  and uneasy .  Too 
o f t e n  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  seem t o  be  t r e a t i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  a s  i f  i t  were  a  
d i s t i n c t  b r anch  o f  s t u d y  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i m p l y  t h e  u s e  o f  o r a l  e v i d e n c e .  I c a n  under -  
s t a n d  much o f  t h e  d e f e n s i v e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  l i t e r a t u r e  g i v e n  t h e  d e e p l y  
embedded p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  w r i t t e n  s o u r c e s  by most  h i s t o r i a n s .  But I f i n d  John  S a v i l l e  
has  p u t  t h e  m a t t e r  i n t o  p r o p e r  p e r s p e c t i v e :  

" I  d o  n o t  have  a n y  r e a l  f e e l i n g  a b o u t  t h e  t a p e  e x c e p t  a s  
an  a d d i t i o n a l  p i e c e  o f  e v i d e n c e  which h a s  t o  be a s s e s s e d  
and e v a l u a t e d  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  same way t h a t  you e v a l u a t e  
a n y  o t h e r  k ind  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  e ~ i d e n c e . " ~ '  

The e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  o r a l  e v i d e n c e ,  and c e r t a i n l y  i t s  impor t ance  f o r  my work, 
s t ems  from p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i t  opens  f o r  s t u d y .  The r e l i a n c e  on  t h e  s t a n d a r d  w r i t t e n  
s o u r c e s  f o r  l a b o u r  h i s t o r y - - m i n u t e  book,s, l e a f l e t s ,  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and newspaper  
accoun t s - -has  l e d  t o  a  nar row and b i a s e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  l a b o u r .  These  l i m i t a t i o n s  
have a l r e a d y  r e c e i v e d  much comment. 

b l inu tes  u s u a l l y  r e f l e c t  o n l y  Eormal outcomes  o f  e v e n t s ,  q i u i n i l  l i t t l c  o r  no 
i n f o r m a t i c n  on t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  t h e  character i > S  t l ~ r  cq)posi t i o n ,  t h t ~  
n a t u r e  of t h e  a rquments  ancl t a c t i c s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s i t le r ; ,  .?nd t h c  r , t r c n t l t l ~  o t  i~lic 

oppos ing  v iews .  

L e a f l e t s  anri un ion  newspapers  a r e  produced  b y  p e r s o n s  i n  i ,nr,i t ion:; ~ I C  l t l , i ~ I i ~ ~ : : i : i ; ~  



and  r e p r e s e n t  i s s u e s  and  e v e n t s  a s  s e e n  and d e s c r i b e d  by s u c h  p e r s o n s .  S t a f f  m i n u t e s  
a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  c a n n o t  b e  f u l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  knowledge o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  be tween  t h e  p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d .  

P u b l i c  newspaper  a c c o u n t s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l  a n t i - l a b o u r  b i a s ,  i n t r o -  
d u c e  a  h o s t  o f  p r o b l e m s - - s e l e c t i v i t y  i n  r e p o r t i n g ,  d i s t o r t i o n  o f  f a c t s ,  i n c o m p l e t e  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  i s s u e s  r e p o r t e d ,  etc.  

F i n a l l y ,  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  u n i o n s  t h e r e  t e n d s  t o  b e  little o f  t h e  i n f o r m a l  w r i t t e n  
s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l . r e s e a r c h ,  e . g . ,  p e r s o n a l  d i a r i e s  and  p e r s o n a l  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  

I n  s h o r t ,  s t u d i e s  o f  u n i o n s  b a s e d  s o l e l y  o n  w r i t t e n  s o u r c e s  g i v e  a  p a r t i a l  
p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  f o r m a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and u s u a l l y  a r e  c o l o u r e d  by t h e  
v i e w s  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  

O r a l  h i s t o r i e s  p r o v i d e  a  way a r o u n d  s u c h  l i m i t i n g  s o u r c e s .  They c a n  f i l l  i n  t h e  
i n t e r s t i c e s  o f  f o r m a l  o u t c o m e s  a t  m e e t i n g s .  They c a n  l o c a t e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  
and  u n o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and s h e d  l i g h t  o n  j u s t  what  t h e y  meant .  More i m p o r t a n t ,  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  c a n  r e i n s t a t e  t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  a s  a n  a c t o r  i n  t h e  drama.  A l i c e  Hoffman 
h a s  p u t  t h i s  p o i n t  n i c e l y :  

"The g r e a t  e v e n t s  o f  o u r  time--World War 11, economic  d e -  
p r e s s i o n  a n d  i n f l a t i o n ,  t h e  Cold  War, t h e  War i n  Vietnam-- 
i n v o l v e  n o t  o n l y  o u r  l e a d e r s  b u t  h a v e  had a n  enormous i m p a c t  
o n  many n a m e l e s s  p e o p l e ,  who i n  t h e i r  t u r n  h a v e  a l s o  had some 
i n f l u e n c e  o n  e v e n t s .  I f  w e  a r e  t r u l y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  t i m e s ,  
w e  need t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h o s e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  p a s t  a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  
by a  much w i d e r  segment  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a n  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  
b e e n  t h o u g h t  w o r t h w h i l e  t o  r e c o r d  and p r e s e r v e .  " 2 1  

T h i s  p o i n t  is  h e i g h t e n e d  i n  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  when w e  a r e  s t u d y i n g  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The r a n k  and f i l e  t e n d  t o  h a v e  l i t t l e  a c c e s s  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
o f  t h e i r  v i e w s  b o t h  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  b i a s  o f  a l l  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  a n d  b e c a u s e  
work ing  p e o p l e  a r e  less l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  t h e  t i m e ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  and  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e i r  
own w o r t h  t o  k e e p  d i a r i e s  o r  p r e s e r v e  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e i r  l i f e  e s p e r i e n c e s .  O r a l  
h i s t o r i e s  p r o v i d e  a  way t o  overcome t h i s  p r o b l e m .  

But  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  i n t r o d u c e  t h e i r  own sets  o f  p r o b l e m s  which I w i l l  d i s c u s s  
b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  my own work. The f i r s t  is  c h o i c e  o f  i n f o r m a n t s .  U n l i k e  
i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i o l o g i c a l  and a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  r a n g e  o f  c h o i c e  is 
s e r i o u s l y  l i m i t e d .  Nany o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  UE and IUE b a t t l e s  t h i r t y  y e a r s  
a g o  a r e  d e a d  o r  h a v e  moved and c a n n o t  be t r a c e d .  O t h e r s  a r e  t o o  o l d  o r  t o o  ill t o  be 
i n t e r v i e w e d .  A n o t h e r  few found  t h e  e v e n t s  s o  t r a u m a t i c  t h a t  t h e y  r e f u s e  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  
them. T h i s  means t h a t  a s t a t i s t i c a l l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s a m p l e  c a n n o t  be gaineci .  

My a l t e r n a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  was t o . c o m p i l e  a l i s t  o f  l o c a l  e x e c u t i v e  members and 
s t e w a r d s  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1 9 4 6  t h r o u g h  1354  f o r  b o t h  t h e  UE and 1UE.-- 77 PJhile mob;t o i  
t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  now d e a d ,  I dicl c o n t a c t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  o n e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l r n o s t  a1L o n  
] > n t h  s i d e s  whc? werc  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I s u p p l c r n c n ~ e t l  t l l c - . ! ; i .  

i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  i n t e r v i e w s  oi key n o n - l o c a l  p e o p l e  who aidecl  t h e  l o c a l  c f c o r t : ; .  
F i n a l l y ,  I i n t e r v i e w e c l  p e r s o n s  wk-~o wor1ci.d i n  t h e  p l a n t s  b u t  who,  a c c o r d i n q  t c )  , t i  l 
L - c c o r d s ,  hclci n u t  been  a c t i v e  on e i t h e r  s i c le .  \ J i t ! lout  c s c e p t  i o n ,  t i l e  in tervi .cw::  \\ti t i 1  

inclc t  i v e  pt30plc were  Cru i t less .  Nonc o f  t h e  i n a c t i v e  peo;llt? 1l;icI much t o  :;,i!: ~ ~ : . : c ~ ' ~ l t  
t c l  echo t i l t ?  c L i c h 6 s  of whichevc~1: s i c l e  tile;. s u p p o r t e d  i n  t h e  cnil. 



The second problem is r e c a l l .  The l e f t - r i g h t  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  UE began more t h a n  
f o r t y  y e a r s  a g o  and r e a c h e d  i ts peak t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago.  Memory o f  e v e n t s  t h a t  l o n g  
a g o  is  a  f r a g i l e  t h i n g ,  a s  Neuenschwander reminds  us .23  

I approached t h i s  problem by assuming t h a t  long- term memory is  a  m a t t e r  o f  
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  e v e n t s ,  t h a t  p e o p l e  l o c a t e  e v e n t s  a n 8  f e e l i n g s  i n t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  
o t h e r  e v e n t s  t h a t  d e f i n e  t h e  p e r i o d  f o r  them. A t y p i c a l  example is: 

I n t e r v i e w e r :  When d i d  you g e t  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  UE a g a i n ?  

I n t e r v i e w e e :  Well, i t  was i n  1947 o r  '48.  L e t ' s  ice. We 
had j u s t  moved t o  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  by t h e  Beach 
and I had s t a r t e d  t r u c k  g a r d e n i n g  on  t h e  s i d e .  
So t h a t  must  have  been t h e  S p r i n g  o f  1948.  

E x t e n s i v e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  i n t e r v i e w s  becomes c r i t i c a l  g i v e n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
o f  e v e n t s  i n  t e r m s  o f  o t h e r  e v e n t s .  An e x h a u s t i v e  examina t ion  o f  a l l  w r i t t e n  s o u r c e s  
p receded  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  s o  t h a t  a s  i n t e r v i e w e r  I c o u l d  have  a  g r a s p  o f  t h e  s e q u e n c e  
o f  e v e n t s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  r e c a l l  o f  my i n t e r v i e w e e s .  T h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  a c t u a l l y  began 
w i t h  a p r e - i n t e r v i e w  l e t t e r  d e t a i l i n g  my major  q u e s t i o n s  s o  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  
c o u l d  p r e p a r e .  

Throughout  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  I had my f i l e  o f  y e a r l y  l is ts  o f  names, c o p i e s  o f  
l e a f l e t s ,  even  p i c t u r e s  o f  l o c a l  and d i s t r i c t  m e e t i n g s  t o  h e l p  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  l o c a t e  
t h e  e v e n t s  and  p e o p l e  and f a c i l i t a t e  h i s / h e r  r e c a l l  o f  them. T h i s  had t h e  added 
a d v a n t a g e  o f  g e n e r a t i n g  comments on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  s o u r c e s - - t h e i r  a c c u r a c y ,  
t h e i r  impor t ance ,  and t h e i r  comple t eness .  

The problem o f  r e c a l l  is  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  t h i r d  problem--the s e n s i t i v i t y  o f  t h e  
i s s u e s .  The l e f t - r i g h t  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  UE was c a r r i e d  on w i t h  t h e  e a r n e s t n e s s  o f  
most p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e s  i n  t h e  c o l d  war y e a r s .  Both s i d e s  f o u g h t  w i t h  d e a d l y  s e r i o u s -  
n e s s  and w i t h  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  o n e ' s  opponen t s  were r ea l  enemies .  The r e p e r c u s s i o n s  
o f  o n e ' s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  un ion  q u e s t i o n  a f f e c t e d  f a m i l y  and community r e l a t i o n s  a s  
w e l l  a s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  f e l l o w  workers  i n  t h e  shop.  

The r e p e r c u s s i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  b e i n g  f e l t .  Although t h e  end o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r c e d  
p r o t a g o n i s t s  t o  f i n d  some means o f  accomodat ion ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
s u r f a c e  and most  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  e x i s t  among p e r s o n s  on d i f f e r e n t  s i d e s  i n  1953 
remain f r a g i l e  a t  b e s t .  T h i s  p o s e s  s p e c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  Eor t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r .  S i n c e  
e v e r y t h i n g  is s e e n  i n  b l a c k  and w h i t e  t e r m s ,  p e o p l e  a r e  concerned  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r -  
v i e w e r ' s  " s i d e " .  The re  is  a l s o  a  c o n c e r n  t h a t  p r o b i n g  and w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e s e  e v e n t s  
w i l l  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  f r a g i l e  accomodat ions  t h a t  have been b u i l t  up ove r  t h e  year;.  

My approach  t o  t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s  t o  f u l l  and f r e e  i n t e r v i e w s  was t o  a t t e m p t  t o  
b u i l d  r a p p o r t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  be ing  an  i n t e r e s t e d ,  conce rned  
and s y m p a t h e t i c  l a b o u r  s c h o l a r  who wants  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  such  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  our  l a b o u r  h i s t o r y .  

The f i r s t  s t e p  was t a k e n  by g e t t i n g  a c c e s s  t o  w r i t t e n  r e c o r d s  o f  a l l  t h e  p a r t i e : ;  
i nvo lved .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of g a i n i n g  a c c e s s ,  I had t o  d e s c r i b e  f r a n k l y  my i n t e r e s t  i l l  

an  o b j e c t i v e  s t u d y  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of bo th  t h e  UE and t h e  IUE. 'To t k i r  consiclei , i i ; le  
c r e d i t ,  bo th  gave  f u l l  a c c e s s  t o  a l l  t h e i r  recorcls .  They a l s o  were w i l l i n q  t o  v i x ~ c l :  
f o r  my l e g i t i m a c y  when ,I number of i n t e r v i e w e e s  checkeil w i th  t h c  union  It.,ldcr-:;l:i;> 
b e f o r e  a g r e e i n g  t o  an  i n t e r v i e w .  id i thout  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h c  pi-esc.nt union  ie,it-ic~:-- 
s h i p ,  many o f  my i n t e r v i e w e e s  would have refusecl  t o  t ~ l k  with-  n i p .  



The s e c o n d  s t e p  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  by t h e  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  I d i d  o n  a l l  w r i t t e n  
m a t e r i a l  b e f o r e  my i n t e r v i e w s .  My d e t a i l e d  knowledge o f  t h e  u n i o n s  and t h e  e v e n t s  
seemed t o  a s s u r e  i n t e r v i e w e e s  o f  my s e r i o u s n e s s ,  my g e n u i n e  i n t e r e s t  and my commitment  
t o  a  s c h o l a r l y  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

The f i n a l  s t e p  was t a k e n  by t h e  t y p e  of r e l a t i o n s h i p  I a t t e m p t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
w i t h  e a c h  i n t e r v i e w e e .  Through p r e l i m i n a r y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and  t h e  i n i t i a l  p h a s e  o f  
t h e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  I s o u g h t  t o  c r e a t e  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  i n f o r m a l i t y  and warm p e r s o n a l  
r a p p o r t .  , 

T h i s  was a c h i e v e d  by a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  f a c t o r s .  I made s u r e  t h e r e  would by a m p l e  
t i m e  f o r  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  s o  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  would n o t  b e  r u s h e d .  I n  my i n i t i a l  
l e t t e r  I i n d i c a t e d  I would u s e  a  t a p e  r e c o r d e r .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  b e  t a k e n  
f o r  g r a n t e d  o n c e  I a r r i v e d .  I a v o i d e d  a  f o r m a l  i n t e r v i e w  s c h e d u l e  i n  f a v o u r  o f  a  o n e  
p a g e  l i s t  o f  m a t e r i a l  I wanted  t o  c o v e r .  T h i s  h e l p e d  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  t o  b e  more f r e e -  
f l o a t i n g  w h i l e  r e m i n d i n g  m e  o f  wha t  n e e d e d  t o  b e  p r o b e d .  I t o o k  n o t e s  and  made a s  
l i t t l e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  my c h e c k  l i s t  a s  p o s s i b l e  s o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  c o u l d  h a v e  t h e  f l a v o u r  
o f  a  d i s c u s s i o n .  

I t r i e d  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  two  o f  u s  i n  t h e  room t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  f o u n d  m o s t  c o m f o r t -  
a b l e  and p o s i t i o n e d  m y s e l f  a s  I would i f  I had d r o p p e d  i n  t o  v i s i t  a  f r i e n d .  I began  
w i t h  a  b r i e f  b u t  f r a n k  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  my i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  and  my p l a n s  t o  w r i t e  
a '  book a b o u t  i t .  I a n s w e r e d  a n y  q u e s t i o n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  had a t  t h a t  p o i n t .  Then we 
began  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  i t s e l f .  

I d i d  n o t  r a i s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w r i t t e n  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  u s e  t h e  t a p e  f o r  my work 
and  t o  p u t  a  c o p y  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  T h i s  p u t  a  
q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  which I am a l w a y s  n e r v o u s  till t h e  end when r a p p o r t  was s t r o n g e s t .  
E q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  c o u l d  answer  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  l i g h t  o f  what  was 
a c t u a l l y  on t a p e  r a t h e r  t h a n  what  s u b s e q u e n t l y  m i g h t  b e  g o i n g  o n  t a p e .  I f o u n d  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l  f o r  r a n k  and f i l e  p e o p l e  who a r e  n o t  used  t o  s p e a k i n g  p u b l i c l y  
and  t h e r e f o r e  f e l t  more c o m f o r t a b l e  g i v i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  a f t e r  t h e y  knew what  t h e y  had 
s a i d .  

Good s e l e c t i o n  o f  i n t e r v i e w e e s ,  p r o p e r  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  memory and good r a p p o r t  
t o  e a s e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  s e n s i t i v e  t o p i c s  a r e  c o n c e r n s  t o  a l l  l a b o u r  s c h o l a r s  and were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  my s t u d y  o f  UE s u r v i v a l  d u r i n g  t h e  c o l d  war .  I t  would be 
n i c e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  o r a l  e v i d e n c e  by i s o l a t i n g  i ts  u n i q u e  c o n t r i -  
b u t i o n  i n  my own work. T h i s  c a n  o n l y  b e  d o n e  i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  i n t e r p l a y  
o f  w r i t t e n  and  o r a l  e v i d e n c e  c a n  n e v e r  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  d i s e n t a n g l e d .  

However,  i n  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  a b o u t  why UE s u r v i v e d ,  i t  is  c l e a r  t h a t  
a  d i f f e r e n t  and less a d e q u a t e  p i c t u r e  would h a v e  a p p e a r e d  i f  t h e  s t u d y  had been  b s s e d  
o n l y  on w r i t t e n  s o u r c e s .  For  e x a m p l e ,  a  m a j o r  f a c t o r  i n  UE1s s u r v i v a l  was t h e  members '  
s e n s e  o f  a  t h o r o u g h l y  d e m o c r a t i c  u n i o n  and  o f  a  c o m m i t t e d ,  c o m p e t e n t ,  n o n - e l i t l s t  
l e a d e r s h i p .  W h i l e  t h e  w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l s  show some o f  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e s e  feel in^?^, 
i t  was t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  r a n k  and f i l e  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  t h a t  made c l e a r  t h e s e  i%.crc 
m a j o r  r e a s o n s  f o r  UE's  s u c c e s s .  

L i k e w i s e ,  i t  was tlie i n t e r v i e w s  t h a t  r e v e a l e d  t i l e  d e c i s i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  
s t e w a r d s 1  c o u n c i l s  i n  t y i n g  t h e  r a n k  and  f i l e  t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  u n i o n .  ~ X S  w e l l ,  
i t  was t h e  o r a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  made c l e a r  t h e  ~ l i s a s t r o u s  consec luences  o i  t h e  CCP's 
a p p r o a c h  t i c l p i n q  t h e  o p p o n e n t s  o f  UE's  l e f t  wing l e a i l e r s t i i p .  



Conc lud ins  Comment 

For s o c i o l o g i s t s  and a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ,  much o f  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  a b o u t  " o r a l  
h i s t o r y "  is  c u r i o u s . 2 4  Having a lways  r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on  o r a l  e v i d e n c e ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s  
and a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  wonder a t  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  ( b o t h  n e g a t i v e  and p o s i t i v e )  which t h e  
u s e  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  h a s  g e n e r a t e d  among h i s t o r i a n s .  

Ana y e t ,  it  is t o o  e a s y  t o  d i s m i s s  t h e  impor t ance  o f  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s .  I n t e r -  
v i ews  open  up a  v a s t  new t e r r i t o r y  f o r  con tempora ry  h i s t o r i a n s .  They p r o v i d e  n o t  j u s t  
more e v i d e n c e ,  b u t  a  d i f f e r e n t  k ind  o f  ev idence .  They a l l o w  a  ' f u l l e r  and l e s s  e l i t i s t  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  e v e n t s .  H o p e f u l l y ,  " o r a l  h i s t o r y "  w i l l  p romote  a  d o u b l e  m a r r i a g e :  a 
j o i n i n g  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s '  c o n c e r n  f o r  t e c h n i q u e  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s '  c o n c e r n  f o r  
s u b s t a n c e ,  and a  j o i n i n g  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s '  m a s t e r y  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  o r a l  e v i d e n c e  
w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i a n s '  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  and s k i l l  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  w r i t t e n  e v i d e n c e .  

My hope f o r  t h i s  l i a i s o n  between t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  e x i s t s  d e s p i t e  my m i s g i v i n g s  
a b o u t  t h e  immed ia t e ly  p r e v i o u s  l i a i s o n  which h a s  s e e n  t h e  w idesp read  u s e  o f  s o c i o -  
l o g i c a l  computer  t e c h n i q u e s  by h i s t o r i a n s .  While  t h i s  h a s  opened up  new v i s t a s  f o r  
h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  I f e a r  it h a s  done  s o  a t  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  t r i v i a l i z a t i o n  o f  
h i s t o r i c a l  work. 

" O r a l  h i s t o r y " ,  on  t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  h o l d s  t h e  p romise  o f  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  
r i c h e s t  q u a n t i t a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  s o c i o l o g y  and a n t h r o p o l o g y  w i t h  t h e  w h o l i s t i c  
and  d e s c r i p t i v e l y  r i c h  a n a l y t i c  t r a d i t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y .  
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