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Assu of CapeMudge:Recollections of a Coastal Indian 
Chief, by Hany Assu, with Joy Inglis. Vancouver: 
University of British Columbia Press, 1989. ISBN O- 
7748-0333-9. 

Harry Assu, the first elected Chief Councillor of the 
We-Wei-Kai band at Cape Mudge, Quadra Island, 
British Columbia, was born in 1905, the son of Chief 
Billy Assu (1867-1965). In this lavishly illustrated book, 
which includes many old photographs, Harry Assu 
reminisces about Kwagiulth life and culture in Cape 
Mudge throughout the twentieth century. While this 
book inevitably records the decline of many customs 
and theloss of traditionallifestyles,it also chronicles the 
recent rise of land and sea claims by the Kwagiulth 
Nation and the renewal of the potlatch after its forced 
suppression during the first quarter of the century. 
Also included is the family history of the Assu family 
and several traditional I<wagiulth tales. Although this 
work qualifies more as a brief celebration of life in Cape 
Mudge rather than as an in-depth analysis-in 
appearance it is a coffee-table book-it is nevertheless 
a worthwhile contribution to the literature of the 
twentieth-century experience of the Native peoples. 

Salmon Canneries: British Colunzbia North Coast, by 
Gladys Young Blyth. Lantzville, BC: Oolichan Books, 
1991. 180pp, illus., maps, bibl., index, paper (ISBN O- 
88982-1034). 

Gladys Young Blyth, curator of the North Pacific 
Cannery Village Museum at Port Edward, BC, provides 
in this well illustrated volume a history from the late 
nineteenthcentury to the present of thenorthernsalmon 
canning industry. The book begns with explanations 
of the various methods of fishing-gillnetting, trolling, 
and purse seining-followed by a description of the 
processes involved in the actual canning, including 
details of the changes that have occurred in the industry 
in the last one hundred years. The second half of the 
book gives individual histories of the thirty-eight 
canneries on the Nass and Skeena Rivers, with many 
photographs and other illustrations. While much of the 
information is necessarily dry, consisting largely of 
names and dates, this work is an excellent resource for 
anyone at all interested in the salmon canning industry 
or more generally in the history of the north coast of 
British Columbia. 


