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I hope I may t ake  t h e  l i b e r t y  of t e l l i n g  you two r a t h e r  crude 
s t o r i e s  which may he lp  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  two b a s i c  problems which I have en- 
countered i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  and which r e f l e c t  i n  t u r n  b a s i c  problems i n  o r a l  
h i s to ry :  t h e  b i a s  i n  t h e  percept ion  of t h e  in te rv iewer  and t h e  b i a s  i n  t h e  
percept ion  of t h e  interviewee.  

Two Bay S t r e e t  a d v e r t i s i n g  types were conducting a  survey of t he  pro- 
s p e c t s  of t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  i n  t h e  West (of Canada, t h a t  i s ) ,  and, on an 
i n i t i a l  foray ,  en tered  a  pub i n  Vancouver t o  a sk  t h e  views of t h e  imbibers  
t he re in .  Upon asking t h e i r  ques t ion ,  they were given by t h e  in te rv iewee  t h e  
famous and u n i v e r s a l  one f i n g e r  s i g n  - may I be  allowed t o  u se  a  v i s u a l  a i d  
a t  an o r a l  h i s t o r y  conference? - which l e d  t h e  in t e rv i ewers  t o  conclude: 
"Well, j u s t  a s  we thought.  They're s t i l l  no. 1; t h e y ' r e  s t i l l  no. l!!!" 

The o the r  s t o r y  concerns a  p r a c t i c a l  joker  who had t o  t ake  along a  
u r i n e  sample f o r  a  medical examination. In s t ead  of h i s  v i a l  conta in ing  u r i n e ,  
i t  contained u n c l a r i f i e d  apple  j u i c e .  Upon see ing  t h e  q u i z z i c a l  express ion  on 
t h e  f a c e  of t h e  l abo ra to ry  nurse ,  our  joker  s a i d ,  "Oh yes,  i t  does look a  b i t  
cloudy. Here, l e t  me run it through again",  and he  downed t h e  sample i n  a  
s i n g l e  gulp. 

Well, wi th  a l l  t h e  l e s sons  of "No. 1" h i s t o r y  and "rerun" h i s t o r y  f i rmly  
implanted i n  my mind, I s e t  o u t  i n  1974 on my F r o n t i e r  College h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t .  
During 1975 these  two l e s sons  have made t h e i r  impact f e l t  a t  every tu rn .  

This p r o j e c t  was s t imula ted  by t h e  75th anniversary  reunion of F r o n t i e r  
College i n  1974, when, f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime i n  t h e  c o l l e g e ' s  h i s t o r y ,  people 
a s soc i a t ed  wi th  a l l  phases of i t s  work were brought toge ther  i n  what represented  
e f f e c t i v e l y  t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  of i t s  h i s t o r y  and t a sk .  The records  of t h e  
co l l ege  had a l ready  been deposi ted i n  t h e  Pub l i c  Archives of Canada, where they 
now c o n s t i t u t e  one of t h e  most complete and r i c h  sources on Canada's s o c i a l  
development i n  t h i s  century.  Through t h e s e  f i l e s  run many h i s t o r i c a l  th reads :  
labour  po l i cy  and condi t ions ,  immigration, economic development, c u l t u r a l  and 
s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s ,  f ede ra l -p rov inc i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  educa t iona l  
po l icy  and philosophy, and t h e  growth of a d u l t  educat ion i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  This 
c o l l e c t i o n  comprises a l l  surv iv ing  correspondence of t he  c o l l e g e ,  annual r e p o r t s ,  
a r t i c l e s ,  c l i pp ings ,  an  immense photographic r ep re sen ta t ion  of t h e  twentieth-  
century Canadian f r o n t i e r ,  and a l l  t h e  records  and r e g i s t e r s  of F ron t i e r  College 's  
i n s t r u c t o r s .  My o b j e c t  has  been t o  supplement t h i s  a l ready  r i c h  source f o r  a  
h i s t o r y  of t h e  co l l ege  wi th  t h e  o r a l  record of t h e  ind iv idua l s  who worked i n  
t h e  camps themselves, and who experienced what i t  meant t o  be a  labourer- teacher .  
Here, I be l i eve ,  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  va lue  of o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  t he  e s s e n t i a l  and some- 
t imes unequalled supplement t o  t he  w r i t t e n  sources.  I be l i eve  a l s o  t h a t  t h i s  
has  been confirmed by my experience wi th  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  

P a r t  of my p lan  was simply a  rescue  opera t ion ,  designed s o l e l y  t o  pre- 
s e rve  t h e  record of t he  "labourer-teacher",  who r ep resen t s  t he  most pecu l i a r  
f e a t u r e  of t he  co l l ege ,  and those  who have shaped the  pol icy  of t he  co l lege .  
More important ly,  my o b j e c t  was to"f1esh" out  t h e  s t o r y  of t he  labourer-  
teacher ,  t o  g ive  more l i f e  and v i t a l i t y  t o  the  s t o r y  of an organiza t ion  which 
i s  an educa t iona l  and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  f r eak .  It was poss ib l e  t o  be more ambitious 



than t h a t ,  by s e t t i n g  out  t o  t a c k l e  t he  neg lec t  of t h e  " f r o n t i e r  condi t ion" 
i n  Canadian h i s t o r y  - and t h i s  i s  not  simply a  ca se  of t e l l i n g  t h e  s t o r y  of 
t h e  "navvy" i n  labour  h i s t o r y  - but  my o b j e c t  was f a r  l e s s  ambit ious.  It was 
enough, i n  my view, t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  what r e p r e s e n t s  a  microcosm of t h i s  "fron- 
t i e r  condi t ion" by focussing on an a spec t  of s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  i n t o  which many 
o ther  h i s t o r i c a l  th reads  could be woven. An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  development 
of F ron t i e r  College and her  labourer- teachers  would not  on ly  r e v e a l  much about 
a  pioneering a d u l t  educat ion i n s t i t u t i o n ,  her  l eade r s ,  and t h e  l i v i n g  and work- 
ing  condi t ions  of Canada's f r o n t i e r  camps s i n c e  the  t u r n  of t he  century ,  bu t  
a l s o  a l l  t he  a s p e c t s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  records  mentioned e a r l i e r .  The o r a l  re -  
c o l l e c t i o n s  of t h e  labourer- teachers  g ive  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  camps- 
t h e i r  smell ,  t h e  t a s t e  of t h e  food, t h e  out look of t h e  working men, t h e  changes 
i n  a t t i t u d e  of t he  labourer- teacher ,  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  of F r o n t i e r  Col lege ' s  
l eade r s ,  e t c . ,  t h a t  a r e  simply no t  t o  be found i n  annual r e p o r t s  and l e t t e r s .  
Here, the  s t r e n g t h s  t h a t  I suggest  e x i s t  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  have i n  my judgement 
been proven. Of course,  t he  weaknesses have a l s o  been revea led .  

The o r a l  phase of t h i s  s tudy i s  bu t  t he  f i r s t  s t e p  of an  ex tens ive  
programme of r e sea rch  t h a t  must b r ing  toge ther  t h e  documentary record  and t h e  
o r a l  record t h a t  ranges from t h e  A t l a n t i c  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  and from the  A r c t i c  
t o  t h e  Great Lakes, and over t h e  p a s t  75 years .  For tuna te ly ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  of 
t h e  College f a l l s  i n t o  s e v e r a l  convenient phases: 

1. The e r a  of Alfred F i t z p a t r i c k ,  t h e  founder,  and au thor  of 
A Handbook f o r  New Canadians, and Univers i ty  i n  Overa l l s :  
a )  1899-1922 - foundat ions,  e a r l y  p r i n c i p l e s ,  t he  dominion 
c h a r t e r ;  b) 1922-1931 - t h e  degree-granting phase; 

2. The e r a  of Edmund Bradwin, p r i n c i p a l  from 1931-1954 and au thor  
of The Bunkhouse Man: a )  1931-1939 - t he  r e l i e f  camps phase; 
b) 1939-1954 - t h e  war and i t s  technologica l  and economic impact; 

3. Since 1954 - community educat ion programme, n a t i v e  educat ion.  

Conducting in te rv iews  and r e sea rch  on t h i s  chronological  format,  t h e  major 
t h r u s t  has  so  f a r  been towards t h e  period up t o  1939. Probably, t h e  period 
s i n c e  1939 w i l l  be  t h e  o b j e c t  p r imar i ly  of a  p re se rva t ion  ope ra t ion ,  bu t  i n  
any event  t h e  h i s t o r y  w i l l  probably cover 1899-1954. However, no f i n a l  dec i s ion  
has been made. The scope of t h e  h i s t o r y  w i l l ,  l i k e  t h e  ques t ions  we a sk ,  be 
g r e a t l y  inf luenced by the  n a t u r e  of our evidence. 

So f a r ,  f inanc ing  has n o t  been a major problem. With $3,000.00 from 
Simon Fraser  Univers i ty  t o  s t a r t ,  I was a b l e  t o  secure  another  $8,450.00 from 
t h e  Canada Council f o r  t he  f i r s t  o r a l  phase. F r o n t i e r  College has added s e v e r a l  
thousands i n  s e r v i c e s .  Most of t h e  funds have, of course,  gone t o  pay f o r  t he  
s a l a r y  and expenses of a  r e sea rch  a s s i s t a n t ,  who has been doing most of t h e  
r e a l  work. The Pub l i c  Archives of Canada (P.A.C.) have been an important suppor t ,  
both wi th  advice  and equipment. A l l  our tapes  w i l l  go even tua l ly  t o  t h e  P.A.C., 
but  before  t h a t  happens we s h a l l  probably r e q u i r e  another  $50,000 and perhaps 
5 yea r s  t o  complete t he  s tudy .  

The va lue  of t he  s e s s i o n s  we have a t  t hese  conferences l i e s  i n  t h e  
d i scuss ion  of t h e  p r a c t i c a l  and phi losophica l  problems encountered i n  employ- 
ing  t h e  o r a l  record i n  much t h e  same way an h i s t o r i a n  might encounter them i n  



more convent ional  h i s t o r i c a l  records .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  b a s i c  ques t ion  i s ,  
w i l l  us ing t h e  o r a l  record enable u s  t o  do b e t t e r  h i s t o r y ?  S h a l l  we, a s  
a r e s u l t  of us ing  i t ,  be  b e t t e r  h i s t o r i a n s ?  Well, yes  and no. Let  me t ake  
s e v e r a l  of t h e s e  p r a c t i c a l  problems and perhaps I may be a b l e  t o  exp la in  
what I mean. 

The f i r s t  ma t t e r  I want t o  d e a l  wi th  is  one t h a t  revolves  p r imar i ly  
around t h e  problem of t h e  b i a s  of t h e  in te rv iewer .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace ,  my 
a s s i s t a n t ,  M s .  Mar jor ie  Zavi tz  Robinson, and I have been c l o s e l y  a s soc i a t ed  
wi th  F r o n t i e r  College, i n  t h e  former ca se  a s  a member of i t s  s t a f f  and i n  
t h e  l a t t e r  case  as a former labourer- teacher  i n  1960 and 1961 and now a s  a 
member of t h e  board of governors.  Natura l ly ,  t h e r e  i s  an i n b u i l t  d e s i r e  t o  
p l ace  upon t h e  evidence t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  The only  guard 
a g a i n s t  t h i s  b i a s  is  t h a t  both of u s  have been t r a i n e d  a s  h i s t o r i a n s  and a r e  
f u l l y  aware of t h e  p i t f a l l s  of h i s t o r y  i n t o  which t h e  unwary can so  e a s i l y  
f a l l .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  only t h e  reader  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  determine t h e  
q u a l i t y  of our h i s t o r y .  

The nex t  i s  t h a t  of shaping t h e  ques t ions  t o  be  asked. I f  you don ' t  
a s k  t h e  r i g h t  ques t ions ,  you might a s  w e l l  g ive  up. Here, we have taken 
what I b e l i e v e  i s  a sound h i s t o r i c a l  approach. Af t e r  reading a l l  t h e  pub- 
l i s h e d  w r i t i n g s  by and about t h e  co l l ege ,  we went sys t ema t i ca l ly  through 
t h e  correspondence and s e l e c t i v e l y  through t h e  r e g i s t e r s  of t h e  labourer-  
teachers .  On t h i s  b a s i s ,  we shaped a ques t ionnai re  which we hoped would 
serve  the  purposes both of covering t h e  sweep of t h e  c o l l e g e ' s  h i s t o r y  a s  
we l l  a s  de lv ing  i n t o  d e t a i l s  of c e r t a i n  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  which had emerged 
from t h e  documents, such a s  t h e  o r i g i n s  of t h e  idea  of t h e  labourer - teacher ,  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  over t h e  dominion c h a r t e r  wi th  i t s  degree-granting r i g h t s ,  t h e  
pe r sona l i t y  and ideas  of F i t z p a t r i c k  and Bradwin, and so  on. Actua l ly ,  t h e  
ques t ionnai re  r e a l l y  c o n s i s t s  of a list of "areas  of d i scuss ion"  r a t h e r  than  
of d i r e c t  ques t ions .  It t h e r e f o r e  has covered t h r e e  b a s i c  a r e a s  of t h e  labourer-  
t eache r s '  s t o ry :  1 )  h i s  work a s  a labourer  (camp working cond i t i ons ,  pay, 
food, hours ,  t h e  work fo rce ,  any s p e c i a l  problems i n  t h e  camp); 2)  h i s  work 
as a , teacher  ( i n t roduc t ion  t o  F r o n t i e r  College, p repa ra t ion ,  h i s  programme i n  
t h e  camp, experience,  a t t i t u d e s ,  r e s u l t s ) ;  3) t h e  long-range impact of t h e  
experience on t h e  ind iv idua l  and h i s  assessment of t h e  worth of t he  co l l ege .  

Our experience wi th  t h e  in te rv iews  has  l e d  t o  con t inua l  bu t  e s s e n t i a l l y  
minor refinement of t h e  ques t ionnai re  and a cons t an t ly  evolving understanding 
of t h e  c o l l e g e ' s  h i s t o r y .  For example, t h e r e  has been a cons tan t  debate  i n  
my mind over t h e  ex t en t  t o  which F i t zpak r i ck  was v i s iona ry  o r  p r a c t i c a l .  From 
h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  I f e e l  t h a t  he was more p r a c t i c a l  than  v i s iona ry ,  bu t  most of 
those  who knew him saw him a s  an utopian and even e c c e n t r i c  person wi th  a 
w i l l  of i r o n .  And so i t  must i n e v i t a b l y  go on. The l e s son  i s  obvious, of 
course: t h e r e  i s  g r e a t  danger i n  l e t t i n g  one ' s  own b i a s e s  t ake  command of 
t h e  m a t e r i a l .  We must do b a t t l e  wi th  "No.1" h i s t o r y .  

Next, I want t o  say something about t h a t  o the r  problem, the  b i a s  of 
t h e  sub jec t .  F i r s t  you must b e  appr i sed  of t h e  ex t en t  of our p r o j e c t .  Of 
over 4,500 former labourer- teachers ,  we were a b l e  t o  f i n d  addresses  f o r  about 
3,000 and obtained responses t o  our e n q u i r i e s  from about 2,000. Some of course  
a r e  dead, bu t  who a r e  those  who d id  n o t  r e p l y  and why d i d  they no t  r ep ly?  We 
i s o l a t e d  about 300 i n  t h e  period 1899-1939 f o r  f u r t h e r  r e sea rch  because they 
appeared t o  g ive  a good cross-sec t ion  of t h e  h i s to ry :  by e r a  ( e a r l y  days, 



t h e  r e l i e f  camps); by type of job ( r a i l  gangs, mining, f o r e s t r y ,  con- 
s t r u c t i o n ) ;  by l eng th  of s e r v i c e  ( t h e  short-term " f a i l u r e s "  and the  long- 
term "successes");  by reg ion  of t he  country;  by language; by a s s o c i a t i o n  
wi th  s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t s  (women f ield-workers ,  degree work, homesteading 
experiments);  by s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  (knowledge of F i t z p a t r i c k  and Bradwin, 
knowledge of Norman Bethune, o r  because they subsequently became prominent 
i n  some way). Going back t o  t h e  212 boxes of r e g i s t e r s  a t  t he  P.A.C., we 
narrowed down our in te rv iews  t o  80 f o r  t h e  period 1899-1939. 50 have been 
completed, 25 of which a r e  from the  period 1899-1922. The bulk have been i n  
English, bu t  some have been i n  French. They l i v e  i n  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  country,  
but t he  bulk have been what may be c l a s sed  a s  middle-class W.A.S.P.'s from 
Southern Ontar io.  This,  of course,  i s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  of a  fundamental f a c t o r  
i n  any research:  we a r e  imprisoned by t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of our m a t e r i a l .  

Once going through t h e  long and o f t e n  exhausting process  of making t h e  
contac t ,  we have then had t o  overcome t h e  problem f i r s t  of convincing t h e  
former i n s t r u c t o r s ,  because t h e i r  memory was so poor, t h a t  they  had anything 
of va lue  a t  a l l  t o  say. (The e a r l i e s t  served i n  1906-07, remember.) Af t e r  
overcoming the  age b a r r i e r  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  sound r appor t  ( t h e  o l d e s t  i s  
94, and s e v e r a l  a r e  i n  t h e i r  80 ' s  and go ' s ) ,  we had t h e  problem of a c t u a l l y  
s t imula t ing  t h e i r  memories, o f t e n  by going back over t h e  same ground s e v e r a l  
t imes. Some s u b j e c t s  have a  tendency t o  answer t h e i r  ques t ions  and t o  ignore  
ours .  The usua l  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  what appears  t o  be u s e f u l  m a t e r i a l  was ob- 
ta ined .  I n s i g h t s  have been gained which otherwise would no t  have been poss ib l e .  
The camps and t h e i r  i n h a b i t a n t s  have come a l i v e .  In  ca ses  of l imi t ed  per- 
cep t ion ,  t h e  in te rv iew can add the  needed dimension of understanding.  For 
example, i n  1919, t h e r e  was i n  t h e  p re s s  something of a  "red" s c a r e  which 
painted the  camps a s  hotbeds of d i scon ten t .  Indeed, F i t z p a t r i c k  wrote i n  1919 
"The I n s t r u c t o r  and t h e  Red", i n  which he presented the  labourer- teacher  a s  
t h e  answer t o  t he  "bolshevik menace" i n  t he  camps. Severa l  i n s t r u c t o r s  have 
ind ica t ed  t h a t ,  while  t h e r e  were s t r i k e s  and I . W . W .  o rganizers  i n  t h e  camps, 
i t  was no t  u n t i l  reading t h e  papers  t h a t  t h e  campmen themselves began t o  
worry about what harm might be done t o  them by people o u t s i d e  the  camps!,We 
have been a b l e  t o  ga in  b e t t e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  n a t u r e  of t he  person who made 
an e f f e c t i v e  labourer- teacher .  Likewise, we a r e  broadening our understanding 
of the  impact of t h e  experience on him. For example, James Ralph Mutchmor, 
l a t e r  Moderator of t h e  United Church of Canada, who served f o r  f i v e  years  a s  
a  rai lway navvy, l ikened  h i s  experience t o  t h e  i n s i g h t s  gained by Neimoller 
i n  pr i son .  Few o t h e r s  o f f e r  such ana logies ,  bu t  every person interviewed has 
t e s t i f i e d  t o  t he  i n d e l i b l e  imprint  which t h e  experience has had on h i s  e n t i r e  
subsequent l i f e .  

There a r e ,  however, very l a r g e  i n b u i l t  b i a s e s  which have emerged from 
t h e  very  na tu re  of t h e  people being interviewed.  General ly  speaking, we a r e  
hearing from those  who want t o  he lp  t h e  co l l ege .  Although many f e l t  t h a t  
they " f a i l ed"  a s  labourer - teachers ,  they remain convinced t h a t  i t  was a  "noble 
idea" and r e f l e c t  favourably on t h e i r  experiences.  They have rose - t i n t ed  g l a s ses .  
Many of course,  l i k e  Escot t  Reid, a r e  a c u t e l y  conscious of t h i s  b i a s ,  but  j u s t  
a s  many a r e  t o t a l l y  unaware of i t .  We have no t  been a b l e  t o  reach those who 
have nega t ive  views. Where a r e  t h e  grey- t in ted  g l a s s e s  which might a f fo rd  us  
a  more balanced view? For example, Benjamin Spock, a  labourer- teacher  on a  
r a i l  gang i n  t he  e a r l y  19201s ,  wants nothing t o  do wi th  t h e  College, o r  so  h i s  
l a c k  of response appears .  For him, i t  was probably a  bad experience.  One ex- 



p lana t ion  might be t h a t  he was t h e  only English-speaking person on a 
gang on which even the  foreman spoke Ukrainian! We wish he would t e l l  u s  
about h i s  experiences and h i s  r eac t ions .  Did h i s  " f a i lu re"  prevent  him from 
t a l k i n g  t o  u s?  We a r e  no t  hearing from the  e a r l y  employers. Why - did  T.G. 
Shaughnessy of t h e  C.P.R. u se  F r o n t i e r  College i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  h i s  camps? 
We have no t  found any of t h e  e a r l y  union men who worked wi th  t h e  co l l ege .  
Most important ly,  we cannot f i n d  any of t h e  l aboure r s .  Most of them i n  F i t z -  
p a t r i c k ' s  day were S lavs ,  so they probably could n o t  t e l l  u s  how t h e  labourer-  
teacher  appeared t o  them even i f  they wanted to .  Who - were t h e  people who 
wanted t h e  "B.A., F ron t i e r  Collegen? To some e x t e n t ,  t h e s e  gaps can be resolved 
through t h e  labourer - teachers '  own f i e l d  r e p o r t s  and r e g i s t e r s ,  bu t  even t h e  
most comprehensive r e p o r t  i s  seen through t h e  labourer - teacher ' s  and n o t  t h e  
l aboure r ' s  eyes.  We s h a l l  probably l e a r n  l i t t l e  or  nothing about what they 
thought.  

These and o t h e r  problems a r e  of course j u s t  a s  f r equen t ly  encountered 
i n  t h e  w r i t t e n  document, bu t  they a r e  much more immediate when i n  o r a l  form. 
They a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  more dangerous, because they tend t o  be  more e a s i l y  
overlooked. To doubt an o r a l  record i s  t o  doubt f l e s h  and blood, n o t  an  in- 
animate p i ece  of paper d e s p i t e  t h e  humanity i n  i t .  One former labourer - teacher ' s  
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  i n  p l aces  t h e  same, v i r t u a l l y  word f o r  word, a s  h i s  memoirs. 
What i s  he remembering, h i s  memoirs o r  t h e  events?  Others a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  
t a l k  i n  t h e  presence of a machine. I n  one case  we had t o  h ide  t h e  machine under 
a c h a i r  i n  order  t o  persuade t h e  person t o  t a l k .  Others  would reach  over and 
t u r n  o f f  t h e  machine when they would s t a r t  t o  t e l l  p a r t i c u l a r l y  " juicy" b i t s .  
Would they have been any more o r  l e s s  ready t o  w r i t e  t h e s e  down i f  guaranteed 
c losu re  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e i r  own dea th?  Perhaps we a r e  even hear ing  th ings  t h a t  
would never be w r i t t e n  down. Incons i s t enc i e s  a r e  emerging i n  s e v e r a l  p l aces .  
Bradwin says  t h a t  t h e  food was gene ra l ly  good i n  t h e  camps. Mutchmor says  
t h a t  t h e  National  Transcont inenta l  was b u i l t  on beans. There a r e  of course  
many such problems, and i t  would se rve  no purpose t o  go i n t o  them a l l .  

I n  t h e  long run ,  I cannot r e a l l y  say  how much va lue  w i l l  emerge from 
my o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t .  However, I have become convinced t h a t  t h e  o r a l  record 
has most va lue  when i t  i s  used i n  conjunct ion wi th  t h e  o t h e r  forms of record ,  
t h e  more complete t h e  b e t t e r .  Clear ly ,  on i t s  own i t  can be a very  u n r e l i a b l e  
record,  and one should u s e  i t  wi th  caut ion .  There i s  I f e a r  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
c i r c l e s ,  a d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  c r e d i t  t h e  o r a l  record wi th  q u a l i t i e s  of providing 
i n s i g h t  and understanding t h a t  have been denied t h e  convent ional  record .  I 
would i n  conclusion,  t he re fo re ,  appeal  t o  o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  t o  apply the  same 
skept icism and t h e  same t e s t s  of a n a l y s i s  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  determine the  
a u t h e n t i c i t y  and accuracy of t h e  o r a l  record a s  we would expect them t o  apply 
t o  t h e  w r i t t e n  record .  Remember! no "NO. 1" and "Rerun" h i s t o r y  please' .  

George L.  Cook 


