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S u i t e  A l a  r 6 v o l u t i o n  h o n g r o i s e  d e  1 9 5 6 ,  e n v i r o n  3 7 , 0 0 b  r 6 f u g i 6 s  f u r e n t  
a c c u e i l l i s  p a r  l e  Canada.  Les  nouveaux  a r r i v a n t s  p u r e n t  s e m b l e - t - i l  b 6 n & f i c i e r ,  
i l ' e n c o n t r e  d e s  v a g u e s  p r 6 c 6 d a n t e s  d ' i m m i g r a n t s ,  d e  c o n d i t i o n s  a y a n t  f a c i l i t 6  l e u r  
a d a p t a t i o n .  D e  p l u s ,  5 ces c o n d i t i o n s  s ' a j o u t e  l e  f a i t  q u e  l a  p l u p a r t  6 t a i e n t  j e u n e s ,  
b i e n  6 d u q u 4 s  e t / o u  p o s s 4 d a n t  d e s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t e c h n i q u e s .  En c o m p a r a i s o n  d e s  v a g u e s  
s u c c e s s i v e s  d ' i m m i g r a n t s  q u i  f i r e n t  d u  Canada l e u r  p a y s  d ' a d o p t i o n ,  peu  d 1 6 t u d e s  o n t  
4 t 4  c o m p l 6 t e e s  s u r  les  r g f u g i 6 s  H o n g r o i s  d e  1956 .  C e t t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  e x a m i n e  d o n c ,  
p a r - l e  b i a i s  d e s  t 6 m o i g n a g e s  o r a u x ,  q u e l q u e s  u n e s  d e s  c a u s e s  d e  c e t t e  c a r e n c e .  E t  q u i  
p l u s  e s t ,  o n  y  d 4 m o n t r e  l e  f a i t  q u e ,  c o n t r a i r e m e n t  5 c e  q u e  l ' o n  c r o i t ,  l e s  r 6 f u g i e s  
h o n g r o i s  d e  1 9 5 6  c o n n u r e n t  l es  mgmes d i f f i c u l t 6 s  d ' a d a p t a t i o n  communes a u x  i m m i g r a n t s  
d e  d i v e r s e s  o r i g i n e s .  En r 6 a l i t 4 ,  l e s  problBmes a u x q u e l s  l e s  H o n g r o i s  f u r e n t  c o n f r o n t 6 s  
e n  1 9 5 6  f u r e n t  p l u s  s 6 r i e u x  5 c a u s e  d u  changement  b r u s q u e  e t  d r a c o n i e n  p r o v o q u 6  p a r  
l e u r  d 6 p l a c e m e n t .  B i e n  q u e  d e s  6 t u d e s  s t a t i s t i q u e s  f u r e n t  c o m p l 6 t 4 e s  s u r  c e t t e  v a g u e ,  
a u c u n e  a n a l y s e  s 6 r i e u s e  d e  l e u r s  i m p r e s s i o n s ,  o p i n i o n s  e t  a t t i t u d e s  n ' a  6 t 6  r 6 a l i s 6 e .  
C e t t e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  comble  e n  p a r t i e  ce v i d e  e n  p r 6 s e n t a n t  une  t e l l e  a n a l y s e  b a s e e  
s u r  d e s  t 6 m o i g n a g e s  o r a u x .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 5 6 ,  Canada a c c e p t e d  some 3 7 , 0 0 0  
H u n g a r i a n  r e f u g e e s .  T h e s e  newcomers were u n i q u e  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s :  t h e  m a r j o r i t y  
were  young;  a c c o r i n g  t o  o n e  s o u r c e ,  " o v e r  75 p e r c e n t  were  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  35" .  1 

They were  a s s e s s e d  by J.W. P i c k e r s g i l l ,  t h e  C a n a d i a n  M i n i s t e r  o f  C i t i z e n s h i p  and 
I m m i g r a t i o n ,  a s  a n  " I m m i g r a t i o n  M i n i s t e r ' s  d ream come t r u e " ,  b e c a u s e  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n  
t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  and  b e s t  o f  t h e  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Hungary.  T h e r e  
was t r e m e n d o u s  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e i r  r e s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Canada .  
I m m i g r a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  were min imized  and  a c c o r d i n g  t o o n e  newspaper  r e p o r t ,  t h e  
r e f u g e e s '  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w e r e  b e i n g  p r o c e s s e d  "one-a -minute" .  3 

G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  r e f u g e e s  had a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i m p a c t  upon t h e  h o s t  
s o c i e t y :  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h e  h e a d l i n e s  o f  m o s t  m a j o r  n e w s p a p e r s  f o r  months  and  t h e y  
were r e s e t t l e d  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  Canada.  Media c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  e v e n t  was m a s s i v e  f rom 
t h e  end o f  O c t o b e r  1956  t o  March 1 9 5 7 .  I t  is  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  t h a t  t h i s  
media  a t t e n t i o n  c r e a t e d  some s t e r e o t y p e s  and  d i s t o r t e d  i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  
r e f u g e e s ,  s u c h  a s :  t h e  m a j o r i t y  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  Revolution, t h e y  
had i t  e a s y  b e c a u s e  o f  i n i t i a l  government  a s s i s t a n c e  and s u p p o r t ,  t h ~ t  many c r i m i n a l s  
s l i p p e d  i n t o  Canada w i t h  t h e  r e f u g e e s ,  t h a t  t h e  r e f u g e e s  o n  t h e  whole  were demanding  
and u n w i l l i n 7  t o  work h a r d  t o  a c h i e v e  s u c c e s s .  

T h i s  p a p e r  i n t e n d s  t o  examine  some o f  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  s o u r c e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
r e f u g e e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Canada and compare  them t o  t h e  o r % l l  tt.stimc>nl,; o f  t l u n g a r i a n s  
who  c ~ n ~ t ?  to t h i s  c o u n t r y  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  T h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  n o t  d i s p r o v e  t i l e  im ' , ? ress ions  
~ r c ~ t e d  !by t h e  r n e d i ~ .  I t  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e ,  however ,  t h ~ t  t h e  o r ~ l  t e s t i m o n y  of t h e  
~ E ~ U L ] ! ? E S  serves t o  c l a r i E y  2nd g i v e  a t r u c r  p i c t u r e  o i  t h e i r  f u p e r i c n c c s  t h z n  
! ~ ~ ~ L > l i s h ~ ' d  Sc7LircCs  lone c o ~ ~ l c l  p r o v i d e .  

T!lis p.iper is  based  1 ~ 1 r t j e l y  on t w o  s o u r c e s :  newspaper  a r t i c l e s  i rom t-he m a l o r  



T o r o n t o  d a i l i e s  d e a l i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  r e f u g e e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
Canada ,  and  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  20 t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s  c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  H u n g a r i a n  C a n a d i a n s  
who e m i g r a t e d  i n  1956  f rom t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  
S o c i e t y  o f  O n t a r i o .  

The f i r s t  r e p o r t s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e s e  H u n g a r i a n s  w e r e  w r i t t e n  by j o u r n a l i s t s  a b o u t  
t h e  t e m p o r a r y  r e f u g e e  camps s e t  u p  i n  A u s t r i a .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  
H u n g a r i a n s  o f  1 9 5 6  w e r e  r e f u g e e s  and  n o t  i m m i g r a n t s ,  t h e  m a i n  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  
two b e i n g  t h a t  i m m i g r a n t s  l e a v e  t h e i r  homeland o n  t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e  and  by  t h e i r  
own f r e e  w i l l ,  r e f u g e e s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  hand a r e  e x p e l l e d  f rom t h e i r  c o u n t r y  u n d e r  
c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o r  l e a v e  it f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  l i b e r t y .  I n  t h e  A u s t r i a n  r e f u g e e  
camps,  i t  was o b s e r v e d  t h a t  many o f  t h e  H u n g a r i a n s  were u n s u r e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w a n t e d  
t e m p o r a r y  a s y l u m  o r  p e r m a n e n t  r e s e t t l e m e n t . *  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
H u n g a r i a n  r e f u g e e s  l e f t  t h e i r  homeland i n  1956  b e c a u s e  o f  f e a r ,  c o n f u s i o n  a n d / o r  
t h e  t u r m o i l  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a  v e r y  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  were e v e r  
r e p a t r i a t e d .  5 

C a n a d i a n  n e w s p a p e r s  r e l a t e d  s t o r i e s  o f  r e f u g e e s  f l o o d i n g  t h e  C a n a d i a n  immigra-  
t i o n  o f f i c e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  f e l t  r e s e n t m e n t  and  h o s t i l i t y  t o w a r d s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
f o r  t h a t  c o u n t r y ' s  l a c k  o f  a c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  c r i s is .  Most o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n t e r v i e w e d  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  c h o i c e  o f  e m i g r a t i o n  was t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e  q u o t a s  were a l r e a d y  f i l l e d  by t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  s e c o n d  b e s t  c h o i c e  was 
Canada.  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e s  r e l a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  knew l i t t l e  a b o u t  Canada p r i o r  
t o  e m i g r a t i o n .  One r e f u g e e  e x p l a i n e d  h e r  r e a s o n s  f o r  c h o o s i n g  c i n a d a  : 

"We knew t h a t  i t  was a  g r o w i n g  c o u n t r y  where  p e o p l e  who had  
i n i t i a t i v e  would b e  a b l e  t o  make a  d e c e n t  l i v i n g .  We knew 
t h a t  i t  was a  n e u t r a l  c o u n t r y .  My husband  was a t  t h e  t i m e  
s t i l l  o f  t h e  a g e  where  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  been  d r a f t e d ;  w e  wanted  
t o  l e a v e  a l l  t h a t  b e h i n d  and s t a r t  anew."'  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  r e f u g e e  camps were  s e t  u p  i n  A u s t r i a ,  o n e  C a n a d i a n  Red C r o s s  
o f f i c i a l  was q u o t e d  i n  a  T o r o n t o  d a i l y  t o  h a v e  s a i d  t h a t :  "The b e s t  m e d i c i n e  f o r  
them ( t h e  r e f u g e e s )  i s  a  c h o c o l a t e  b a r . . .  T h o s e  o f  less t h a n  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e  
h a v e  n e v e r  had c h o c o l a t e  o r  o r a n g e s .  One i n t e r v i e w e e ,  who was o n l y  f o u r t e e n  y e a r s  
o l d  when s h e  e m i g r a t e d  w i t h  h e r  f a m i l y  i n  1 9 5 6 ,  r e c a l l e d  camp c o n d i t i o n s  somewhat  
d i f f e r e n t l y :  " E v e r y o n e  j u s t  s a t  a r o u n d  a l l  d a y ;  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  much t o  d o  e x c e p t  p l a y  
c a r d s .  The f o o d  was good e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  p r o f u s i o n  o f  c h o c o l a t e  b a r s  and  c h e e s e  a v a i l -  
a b l e  a t  a l l  times t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  camp. "9  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e ,  e v e r y o n e  was 
t h o r o u g h l y  sick o f  c h o c o l a t e  by t h e  end o f  t h e  camp s t a y .  

By November 1 9 5 6 ,  t h e  f i r s t  H u n g a r i a n  r e f u g e e s  a r r i v e d  i n  Canada .  Newspaper 
r e p o r t s  began d e a l i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e f u g e e s  and  t h e  r e s e t t l e m e n t  
p r o g r a m s .  The m a j o r  n e w s p a p e r s  w r o t e  l a u d a t o r y  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  t h e  r e s e t t l e m e n t  
p r o g r a m s .  The P r o v i n c e  o f  O n t a r i o  set  no  l i m i t  o n  t h e  number oE r e f u g e e s  a c c e p t e d .  
A u t h o r i t i e s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a n y  r e f u g e e  would b e  a c c e p t e d ;  no  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o r  recommen- 
d a t i o n s  were  n e c e s s a r y .  P r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  a l s o  announced  t h a t  s k i l l e d  ; )e r sonneL 
would g o  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  A u s t r i a n  camps t o  s e e k  o u t  t h o s e  who wanted  t o  r e s c t t l e  i n  
t h e  P r o v i n c e .  l o  The p u b l i s h e d  r e p o r t s  f a i l e d  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t  t h e  c o n c e r t e ~ l  c C f o r t  
t o  s e t t l e  t h e  t l u n g a r i a n s  a c r o s s  Canada--sometimes a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  disr t :~j ; i rc l in~!  t ! i c  
r e f u g e e s '  r s p r e s s e d  d e s i r e  t o  l i v e  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  a r e L 2 .  

Such ;In i n c i d e n t  w ~ t s  r e l a t e t l  13.1; George  " , ( l u b ~ n ,  w l i c )  w;ls ;In , ~ c c ~ ~ ~ n ! ~ L i : ; i i c . ~ i  m u . ; i c ~ , , ~ i  
whcn 11e a r r  iveri i n  L'ctnatla i n  1957. 1 1  ,rile a i r ~ l a n e  whic/i  1,rouqlit  : L i t i l l L ' L ~ : )  t,.! t!i i:-, 
c o u n t r y  was f iL lcc l  w i t h  I lunc j~~r  icin refugees, most  o f  W ~ L I I I I  w e r - e  u r~r le r  th i .  im!lrt:>;:; 1011 

t h a t  t h e y  were l a n i i i n c ~  ~t e i t h e r  P l o n t r e ~ l  o r  T o r o n t o .  No v n e  hat1 icir . ,~ ti lLlt t i l l ; ) .  



were be ing  t a k e n  t o  Edmonton, A l b e r t a ;  when t h e y  l a n d e d ,  t h e  i r a t e  p a s s e n g e r s  
r e g i s t e r e d  t h e i r  p r o t e s t s  w i t h  Canadian a u t h o r i t i e s .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e y  were  t o l d  
t h e y  c o u l d  g o  where t h e y  p l e a s e d  a t  t h e i r  own expense .  Of c o u r s e  few o f  t h e  r e f u g e e s  
had any  s i g n i f i c a n t  amount o f  money. From t h e r e  one  g roup  was t a k e n  by bus  t o  Leth-  
b r i d g e ,  where a c c o r d i n g  t o  Zaduban, members o f  t h e  l o c a l  Hungar ian  community p i c k e d  
and c h o s e  amongst them a s  i f  t h e y  were examining  a  sh ipmen t  o f  c a t t l e .  The h e a l t h i e s t ,  
most  r o b u s t  i n d i v i d u a l s  were  chosen  f i r s t  f o r  employment. 

The g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  was g i v e n  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e ' m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e s  
coming t o  Canada were " f reedom f i g h t e r s "  o f  Hungar ian  r e b e l s  who a c t u a l l y  t ook  p a r t  
i n  t h e  s t r e e t  f i g h t i n g .  T h i s  i m p r e s s i o n  was c r e a t e d  because  many o f  t h e  Hunga r i ans  
who were chosen  t o  be i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  t h e  newspapers  were s e l e c t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  
t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Revo lu t ion .  The e x a c t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e  who a c t u a l l y  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  is  unknown. The t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s  r e v e a l ,  however,  t h a t  
t h o s e  Hungar ians  who p l a y e d  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  were r e l u c t a n t  t o  d e t a i l  
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  cr isis ,  even  a f t e r  more t h a n  twen ty  y e a r s  o f  l i v i n g  i n  
Canada. The most  common r e a s o n  g i v e n  f o r  t h i s  was t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  s t i l l  had 
r e l a t i v e s  l i v i n g  i n  Hungary. 

One a s p e c t  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e  s i t u a t i o n  which was f r e q u e n t l y  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  was t h e  
phenomenon o f  l a r g e  g r o u p  weddings.  Many o f  t h e  r e f u g e e s  were s i n g l e .  The v a r i o u s  
Hungar ian  c h u r c h e s  were f l o o d e d  w i t h  r e q u e s t s  t o  pe r fo rm m a r r i a g e s  f o r  newly -a r r ived  
r e f u g e e  c o u p l e s ;  a s  many a s  t w e l v e  c o u p l e s  were m a r r i e d  a t  once  a t  S t .  E l i z a b e t h  o f  
Hungary Roman C a t h o l i c  Church. l 2  The newspaper r e p o r t s  f a i l e d  t o  examine t h e  r e a s o n s  
behind  t h i s  phenomenon, n o r  d i d  t h e y  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  m a r r i a g e s  ended 
i n  d i v o r c e .  Mrs. T h e r e s e  Lazar  t ook  p a r t  i n  one  o f  t h e s e  mass wedding ce remon ie s .  
A f t e r  t h e  wedding,  a  l a r g e  r e c e p t i o n  was h e l d  f o r  a l l  t h e  c o u p l e s  a t  one  o f  t h e  l o c a l  
Hungar ian  r e s t a u r a n t s .  Mrs. Lazar  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  by t h e  t i m e  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  s t a r t e d ,  a  
few o f  t h e  c o u p l e s  had a l r e a d y  had t h e i r  f i r s t  m a r i t a l  s p a t . l 3  W i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  
many o f  t h e  c o u p l e s  m a r r i e d  i n  t h i s  g roup  had s e p a r a t e d .  Accord ing  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e ,  
most o f  t h e  young p e o p l e  who came o u t  i n  1956 were a l o n e ,  and t h e  sudden  u r g e  t o  mar ry  
stemmed from a  d e s p e r a t e  need t o  combat l o n e l i n e s s  and e s t a b l i s h  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

Some f e a r s  were e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  Canadian p u b l i c  t h a t  because  t h e  r e f u g e e s  were 
n o t  be ing  s c r e e n e d  th rough  normal p r o c e d u r e s ,  c r i m i n a l s  and o t h e r  a n t i - s o c i a l  e l e m e n t s  
were g a i n i n g  e n t r y  t o  Canada w i t h  t h e  r e f u g e e s .  l 4  There  were r e p o r t s  o f  p r i s o n s  be ing  
opened d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  f r e e i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  c r i m i n a l s .  

A community l e a d e r  i n  t h e  t o b a c c o  d i s t r i c t  o f  s o u t h e r n  O n t a r i o ,  P a u l  Rapa i ,  
r e l a t e d  t h e  e f f e c t  t h e  r e f u g e e s  had i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  l 5  Rapai wac in.~ol . ;~: , ;  
i n  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r e l i e f  o p e r a t i o n .  One o f  h i s  d u t i e s  was a s  c r a n s l z c o r  ir.,; 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on t h e  r e f u g e e s '  b e h a l f  i n  t h e  Norfo lk  County D i s t r i c t  C 5 " r c .  - - ~ > z -  - v 
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'were p e t t y  t h e f t  and d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  peace .  
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The newspaper a r t i c l e s  were n o t  a l o n e  i n  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  and o v e r - s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  
of  t h e  problems o f  t h e  Hungar ian  newcomers; t h e  s t u d i e s  and r e p o r t s  comple t ed  w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e i r  r e s e t t l e m e n t  and a d j u s t m e n t  were sometimes j u s t  a s  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
i n  t h e i r  a s s e s s m e n t s .  I n  one  r e p o r t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  C i t i z e n  magazine ,  which was i s s u e d  
by t h e  C i t i z e n s h i p  branch o f  t h e  government,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  were made 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e f u g e e s '  working h a b i t s :  

They i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  s t r e s s  o f  new i d e a s  and l i b e r t y  a s  
meaning t h e y  s i m p l y  d i d  n o t  have  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  d i d  
n o t  want t o  do! They would be  l a t e  f o r  work o r  p e r h a p s  
n o t  even  show up a t  a l l !  They would compare wages w i t h  
o t h e r s  and compla in  when t h e y  found t h e y  were n o t  making 
a s  much; some even  walked o f f  t h e i r  j o b s  i n  d e f i a n c e ,  
f e e l i n g  t h e y  s h o u l d  be p a i d  more.16 

Though t h i s  may have  been  t h e  c a s e  i n  some s i t u a t i o n s ,  s u c h  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  
d i s c o u n t e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  r e f u g e e s '  f i r s t  j o b s  were u s u a l l y  on 
t h e  l o w e s t  rung o f  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  l a d d e r .  A l l  o f  t h e  t w e n t y  r e f u g e e s  i n t e r v i e w e d  
began t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  Canada w i t h  men ia l  work o r  p h y s i c a l  l a b o u r .  

Most were h i g h l y - s k i l l e d  and we l l - educa ted ,  t h e y  knew t h a t  t h i s  i n i t i a l  work 
was temporary  and a c c e p t e d  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e y  a d j u s t e d  t o  l i f e  i n  Canada and 
l e a r n e d  E n g l i s h .  They g e n e r a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  knowledge t h a t  t h e y  
had worked v e r y  ha rd  t o  a t t a i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n s .  Among t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e s  was 
a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economis t  who began h i s  l i f e  i n  Canada a s  a  t o b a c c o  sa lesman.  One 
renowned Hungarian-Canadian f i l m m a k e r ' s  f i r s t  j o b  when he  a r r i v e d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  
was h a r v e s t i n g  c a r r o t s .  George E g r i ,  who was t h e  founde r  o f  a  Hungar ian  J e w i s h  
newspaper i n  Toron to ,  began f i r s t  a s  a  mover, a  c l e a n e r  i n  a  h o s p i t a l  and t h e n  a  
sa lesman.17  E g r i  d i d n ' t  mind t h e  v a r i o u s  jobs .  He r e l a t e d  t h a t  he  was amazed a t  
t h e  h i g h  s a l a r y  r a t e s ;  i n  Hungary h e  had been e a r n i n g  f a r  less. He l o s t  h i s  j o b  a s  
a  c l e a n e r  i n  a  h o s p i t a l  because  he  would f i n i s h  t h e  d a y ' s  work i n  3 t o  4 h o u r s  and 
t h e n  t a k e  o u t  a  book and s t u d y  E n g l i s h .  E g r i  t ook  t h e  job  a s  a  s a l e sman  i n  T o r o n t o  
because  he  though t  it  would advance  h i s  knowledge o f  E n g l i s h ;  a s  it t u r n e d  o u t ,  i t  
o n l y  advanced h i s  knowledge o f  I t a l i a n .  

On o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  f i n d i n g  o f  a  r e p o r t  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  a d j u s t m e n t  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e s  
c o n t r a d i c t e d  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  a n o t h e r  r e p o r t .  T. Cnossen wro te  a b o u t  t h e  Hungar ian  
r e f u g e e s  i n  Canada i n  1964:  

T h e i r  l o n g i n g  f o r  t h e  o l d  f a t h e r l a n d  is  g e n e r a l l y  s t r o n g e r  
t h a n  t h a t  o f  most immigran t s ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e y  have been 
d e s t i t u t e  s t i l l  l i n g e r s  and t h e y  have  n o t  y e t  c o m p l e t e l y  
r ecove red  t h e i r  p e a c e  o f  mind.18 

About t h e  Hungarian r e f u g e e s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  however, Alexander 
Weinstock wro te  i n  1969:  

... He has  p r o b a b l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  one  o r  two ant i -communis t  
p i c k e t i n q s ,  b u t  he  h a s  n o t  j o ined  any  Hungar ian  o r g a n i z ~ ~ t i o n .  
H i s  main s o u r c e  o f  news i n f o r m a t i o n  is t h e  Eng l i sh - l anguage  
p r e s s .  He makes no s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  t o  fo l lovi  c u r r e n t  deve lop -  
ments  i n  Hungary. He g o e s  t o  t h e  movies r a t h e r  f r e c ~ u c n t l y ,  
and r e a d s  books i n  Enq l i sh .  IIe wants  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  Ui~itct-l 
S t a t e s  pe rmanen t ly .  ' 9  

Such c o n t r a s t i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  s t i ~ c l i c s  p i l i ~ l i ~ i l e t l  L ~ i l i ) ~ ~ t  rcru~j't.:; i n  
i l i f  Eerent  c o u n t r i e s .  D e s p i t e  t h e  Eact  t h a t  t h e  Iluncjar i a n  r t ' i i ~ i ~ c f : ;  I)L 1'15i ;  weye . I  



homogeneous g r o u p  i n  some r e s p e c t s ,  t h e r e  were s t i l l  many p r o f o u n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  among 
t h e  r e f u g e e s  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o :  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  b a c k g r o u n d ,  e d u c a t i o n  and  
p l a c e  o f  o r i g i n .  The c o u n t r y  which  a c c e p t e d  t h e  r e f u g e e s  a l s o  had a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
e f f e c t  upon t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  and  r a t e  o f  a d j u s t m e n t .  

To i l l u s t r a t e  how t h e  c o u n t r y  o f  r e s e t t l e m e n t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  r e f u g e e s  and  t o  what  
d e g r e e ,  a  few c o m p a r i s o n s  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and  Canada 
a r e  i n  o r d e r .  The 3 7 , 0 0 0  H u n g a r i a n  r e f u g e e s  had a  g r e a t e r  i m p a c t  o n  C a n a d i a n  s o c i e t y  
t h a n  d i d  t h e  4 1 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r a t i o  o f  t h e  
r e f u g e e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  , 

Moreover ,  t h e  r e f u g e e s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  were s e t t l e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
The newcomers w e r e  n o t  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  H u n g a r i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  which  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  
c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e ' u n i t e d  S t a t e s  were  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  newcomers.  

I n  Canada ,  r e s e t t l e m e n t  p r o g r a m s  were  b a s e d  o n  t h e  amount  o f  a s s i s t a n c e  e a c h  
p r o v i n c e  was w i l l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e .  Quebec  and  O n t a r i o  were o u t s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e i r  
r e s e t t l e m e n t  e f f o r t s  and  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e f u g e e s  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  
u r b a n  c e n t r e s  o f  t h e  e a s t .  20 The community  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  were  c o n s i d e r a b l y  enhanced  by t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  new wave. T h i s  may 
b e  why r e f u g e e s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a v e  been  p e r c e i v e d  a s  a  g r o u p  g e n e r a l l y  
a l i e n a t e d  f rom t h e  community  w h e r e a s  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  Canada h a v e  b e e n  c r e d i t e d  
w i t h  b r i n g i n g  new l i f e  t o  t h e  community.  

T h i s  p a p e r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  how o r a l  t e s t i m o n y  s e r v e s  t o  e n r i c h  and  g i v e  
a  more c o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e  o f  mass  m i g r a t i o n  movements,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
o f  t h e . H u n g a r i a n  r e f u g e e s  o f  1 9 5 6 .  Such t i d e s  o f  human m i g r a t i o n  a r e  u s u a l l y  g i v e n  
t r e m e n d o u s  media  a t t e n t i o n ,  which a l t h o u g h  b a s e d  o n  f a c t ,  t e n d  t o  be a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  t i m e s .  By c o m p a r i n g  p u b l i s h e d  s o u r c e s  w i t h  
o r a l  t e s t i m o n y ,  t h i s  p a p e r  i n t e n d e d  t o  show t h a t  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
make a b o u t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p  o f  r e f u g e e s .  T h i s  is  t h e  c a s e ,  e v e n  i f ,  a s  i n  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  r e f u g e e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  common t o  t h e  g r o u p .  

The h i s t o r y  o f  mass  m i g r a t i o n  movements s h o u l d  be w r i t t e n  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  
t h e  c o n f l i c t s ,  s t r u g g l e s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d  I n  s u c h  
m i g r a t i o n  movements.  T h i s  e l e m e n t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  which e n h a n c e s  an3 
e n r i c h e s  t h e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y ,  may b e  o b t a i n e d  o n l y  t h r o u g h  o r a l  t e s t i m o n ; ~ .  
I n  t h i s  p a p e r  I h a v e  t r i e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  i f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  H u n g a r i a n  
r e f u g e e  movement o f  1 9 5 6  were t o  be w r i t t e n  s o l e l y  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  media  c o v e r a g e  
and  o t h e r  p u b l i s h e d  s o u r c e s ,  s u c h  a h i s t o r y  would be i n c o m p l e t e  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t .  
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