
THE YARITIMES : 

R e p o r t  o f  t h e  C l o s i n g  M e e t i n g  
o f  t h e  2nd A t l a n t i c  O r a l  H i s t o r y  C o n f e r e n c e  

h e l d  o n  O c t o b e r  1 9 t h ,  1980  
a t  t h e  Memramcook I n s t i t u t e ,  Memramcook, N.B.  

1 .  G a r y  Hughes began  by m e n t i o n i n g  t h e  two  p o i n t s  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d :  
F i r s t ,  s h o u l d  o u r  g r o u p  f o u n d  a n  A t l a n t i c  O r a l  H i s t o r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ?  
S e c o n d l y ,  where  s h o u l d  w e  h o l d  t h e  n e x t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  c o n f e r e n c e ?  

2.  A d i s c u s s i o n  f o l l o w e d ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n .  The  d i f f i c u l -  
t i e s  o f  f i n d i n g  f u n d s  f o r  m e e t i n g s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  were 
m e n t i o n e d .  The p r o b l e m s  o f  f o u n d i n g  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  c h o o s i n g  a n  e x e c u t i v e ,  and  
p r e p a r i n g  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w e r e  t h e n  d i s c u s s e d .  A s  many o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  seemed t o  
f a v o u r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a v i n g  a n  i n f o r m a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  was s u g g e s t e d  
by J i m  M o r r i s o n  t h a t  w e  fo rm a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  a  s i m p l e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and w i t h  a  
s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  a c t s  a s  a n  e x e c u t i v e .  T h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  r e c e i v i n g  f a v o u r a b l e  
comments ,  G a r y  Hughes t h e n  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  be p r e p a r e d  by J i m  M o r r i s o n ,  
Ronald L a b e l l e  a n d  h i m s e l f  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  b e  shown t o  c o n f e r e n c e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  b e f o r e  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  a d o p t i o n .  

3. L i n k s  w i t h  t h e  C a n a d i a n  O r a l  H i s t o r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  and J i m  M o r r i s o n  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  c c n f e r e n c e  r e p o r t  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  COHA. 

4 .  4 d i s c u s s i o n  t h e n  f o l l o w e d ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  n e x t  y e a r ' s  c o n f e r e n c e .  
H a l i f a x  was m e n t i o n e d  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d ,  Orono 
(Dlaine) and  S y d n e y ,  N.S. An i n v i t a t i o n  coming  f rom D r .  R o b e r t  Dlorgan o f  t h e  B e a t o n  
I n s t i t u t e  i n  Sydney  was t r a n s m i t t e d  by E l i z a b e t h  B e a t o n - P l a n e t t a ,  w h i l e  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  
coming f rom D r .  Edward I v e s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Maine a t  Orono was t r a n s m i t t e d  h:,; 
J o a n  Brooks .  J . B .  a d d e d  t h a t  a  m e e t i n g  i n  Orono  c o u l d  b e  h e l d  j o i n t l y  w i t h  t h e  1 9 8 1  
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  New England  O r a l  H i s t o r y  A s s o c i a t i o n .  The p r o b l e m  o f  o b t a i n i n g  
s u f f i c i e n t  t r a v e l  g r a n t s  t o  c o v e r  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  t r a v e l  was t h e n  d i s c u s s e d .  

5. I n  o r d e r  t o  f i n a l i z e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  
J i m  Dlorr ison r e a d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o t i o n  ( s e c o n d e d  by J i m  Hornby)  : 

" T h a t  t h e  A t l a n t i c  O r a l  H i s t o r y  C o n f e r e n c e  r e t a i n  i t s  
p r e s e n t  i n f o r m a l  s t r u c t u r e  and  d i r e c t  c o o r d i n a t o r s  o f  
t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  a  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  
a n  A t l a n t i c  O r a l  H i s t o r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  n e x t  y e a r . "  

The m o t i o n  was c a r r i e d  u n a n i m o u s l y .  

6 .  C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  h o l d i n g  of n e x t  y e a r ' s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  v a r i o u s  possibilities were  
s t u d i e d ,  w i t h  much d e b a t e  t a k i n g  p l z c e  o n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of hlaine ,iL 

Orono v e r s u s  t h e  B e a t o n  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Sydney .  A m o t i o n  proposeci i>y Jim ? lucr i s< . in  
( s e c o n d e d  by J a n e t  M c G i n i t y )  was t h e n  r e a d :  

" T h a t  t i i t ?  1 9 6 1  A t l a t i t i c  O r a l  I l i s t o r y  Ct -~nfc renc t .  h t .  
h e l d  i n  Orono w i t h  t t i c  :;cconcI cho icc :  i ? r i n ( l  t l l ~  !3c..iti!ii 

I n s t i t u t e ,  de!~cnclincr up012 Cuncling ~rr ; lnt jc . rnents .  " 
Lt [.:as then s t a t e d .  t i l L i t  r c p r e s e n t C 3 t i v c s  o i  t h e  Univ2r: i i t .y  o i  i l ~ i ! i c ~  . i i l t i  t i ; , ,  i c t . c t t , * i  

[ n s t i t u t t ?  :;i-ioc~ld !ietk> i i ~  c l o s e  c o n t . l c t  and  t h ' l t  t h e  ~ ~ t i ~ i ? ~  t n t r n i ~ ~ ~ r - : ;  0 1 '  t l i ? ?  : ; t ~ . . , r i ! i ;  



c o m m i t t e e ,  Gary  Hughes,  Rona ld  L a b e l l e ,  J i m  M o r r i s o n ,  J i m  Hornby,  and C y r i l  B y r n e ,  
s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  c o n s u l t e d  b e f o r e  a  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  is t a k e n .  The m o t i o n  was t h e n  v o t e d  
o n  and  was c a r r i e d  by a  m a r g i n  o f  n i n e  ( 9 )  t o  s i x  ( 6 ) .  

7 .  Gary  Hughes t h e n  a d j o u r n e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  and  J i m  M o r r i s o n  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  two 
o r g a n i z e r s  o f  t h e  1 9 8 0  m e e t i n g  b e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  

Rona ld  L a b e l l e  
C e n t r e  d t E t u d e s  a c a d i e n n e s  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Moncton 

The M u l t i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  
o f  O n t a r i o  

Over t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  t h e  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  o f  O n t a r i o  h a s  
amassed  a n  e x t e n s i v e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  some 6 , 0 0 0  c a s s e t t e  
t a p e s  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  members o f  more t h a n  50 e t h n o c u l t u r a l  g r o u p s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  
o b t a i n  t h e  m o s t  c a n d i d  and  o p e n  d i s c u s s i o n  be tween  i n t e r v i e w e e s  and  i n t e r v i e w e r s ,  
i n t e r v i e w s  a r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  w h i c h e v e r  l a n g u a g e  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  f i n d s  most c o m f o r t a b l e .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0 %  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  a r e  i n  l a n g u a g e s  o t h e r  t h a n  E n g l i s h  
o r  F r e n c h .  Most o f  t h e  t a p e s  a r e  u n r e s t r i c t e d ,  b u t  some d o n o r s  h a v e  c h o s e n  t o  p l a c e  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e i r  i n t e r v i e w s .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  t r a n s c r i p t s  a r e  n o t  made o f  m o s t  
i n t e r v i e w s ,  t h o u g h  t h e s e  d o  e x i s t  i n  a  few r a r e  c a s e s .  When, however ,  a n  i n t e r v i e w  
is  r e c o r d e d ,  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  f i l l s  o u t  a  l o g  ( o r  h a l f - p a g e  summary) o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s .  
A l o g  form i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  e v e r y  t a p e  i n  o u r  c o l l e c t i o n .  The S o c i e t y  is p r e s e n t l y  
p r e p a r i n g  a  c o m p u t e r  g u i d e  t o  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  s e c t i o n .  The c o m p u t e r  g u i d e  w i l l  a l l o w  
a c c e s s  t o  t a p e s  by e t h n i c  g r o u p s ,  d a t e  o f  a r r i v a l  i n  Canada ,  a r e a  o f  r e s i d e n c e ,  e tc .  
I t  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  a  b r o a d  s e t  o f  s u b j e c t  c a t e g o r i e s .  

S e r v i c e s  

The S o c i e t y  p r o v i d e s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n  t o  a n y  i n t e r e s t e d  
r e s e a r c h e r .  L i s t e n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  a t  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f f i c e s  a t  77  G r e n v i l l e  
S t r e e t .  S i n c e  s p a c e  is  somewhat l i m i t e d ,  a r r a n g e m e n t s  m u s t  be  made i n  a d v a n c e .  A 1 1  
r e q u e s t s  f o r  a c c e s s  t o  t a p e s  m u s t  be  s u b m i t t e d  i n  w r i t i n g .  The S o c i e t y  d o e s  n o t  s e l i  
c o p i e s  o f  t a p e d  i n t e r v i e w s .  R e s e a r c h e r s  who c a n n o t  make u s e  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  own 
f a c i l i t i e s  i n  T o r o n t o  may a r r a n g e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t a p e s  a t  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  O n t a r i o  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  which  t h e  S o c i e t y  m a i n t a i n s  r e c i p r o c a l  a g r e e m e n t s .  W e  w i l l  b e  
p l e a s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  d e t a i l s  o f  how t h i s  c a n  b e  a r r a n g e d .  

R e s e a r c h e r s  o u t s i d e  O n t a r i o  may a p p r o a c h  a  l o c a l  u n i v e r s i t y ,  l i b r a r y ,  o r  
s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  l i s t e n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  Such  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  m u s t  c o n f i r m  i t s  
w i l l i n y n e s s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  i n  w r i t i n g ,  t o  t h e  ~ u l t i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  S O C ~ ~ L : ~ .  
T h i s  w r i t t e n  c o n f i r m a t i o n  mus t  accompany a n y  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  l o a n  o f  t a p e s .  The 
S o c i c t y  cloes n o t  sencl t a p e s  on l o a n  t o  p r i v a t e  homes. 

T,irnitr- on Ta;lc Loans 

Only t e n  t a p e s  may be liorrowed a t  a n y  o n e  t i m e .  T a p e s  a r e  l o a n e d  f o r  a  p e r i o d  
~ : 1  a;? t o  3 0  d a y s .  i ~ < l r l i t i o n a l  t a p e s  w i l l  n o t  be  s e n t  o u t  w h i l e  p r e v i o u s  l o a n s  r e m a i n  
c i ~ i t s t ~ r l t l i n r j .  The S c , c i e t i , r  w i l l  c o v e r  m a i l i n g  and h a n d l i n g  c o s t s .  No t a p e s  may be 
~ - c l t )  i:-ll ---,LIP lloid i n ~ l  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  b e  s o  a d v i s e d .  R e s t r i c t e d  t a p e s  a r e  n o t  r e l e z s e d  

( o r  oilL.;icle l o a n .  'The a b o v e  l i m i t s  a l s o  a p p l y  t o  t a p e s  u s e d  a t  t h e  S o c i e t y .  



The S o c i e t y  w i l l  u n d e r t a k e  t o  n e g o t i a t e  t h e  w a i v e r  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  a n y  
t a p e .  S i n c e  t h i s  m u s t  b e  d o n e  i n  w r i t i n g ,  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  s h o u l d  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  
a  d e l a y  i n  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  t a p e .  T h e r e  is no  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  s u c h  a  w a i v e r  c a n  
i n v a r i a b l y  b e  o b t a i n e d .  

I n q u i r i e s  

I n q u i r i e s  a b o u t  s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  and  r e q u e s t s  f o r  a c c e s s  
t o  t a p e s  s h o u l d  b e  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  S o c i e t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e :  V i c t o r i a  W i l c o x ,  
Tape  C u r a t o r ,  M u l t i c u l t u r a l  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  o f  O n t a r i o ,  4 3  Q u e e n ' s  P a r k  C r e s c e n t  
E a s t ,  T o r o n t o ,  O n t a r i o  M5S 2C3. 

ALBERTA : 

P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  A l b e r t a  

A s u r v e y  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  t a p e s  a l r e a d y  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  A l b e r t a  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  
c o m p l e t e d .  I n i t i a t e d  and  d i r e c t e d  by  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  A l b e r t a ,  t h e  s u r v e y  
was u n d e r t a k e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  g a p s  i n  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  and  s u b j e c t  c o v e r a g e  o f  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  a l r e a d y  a v a i l a b l e  s o  t h a t  f u t u r e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  b? c o n d u c t -  
ed  on a  more o r d e r l y  b a s i s .  w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f rom t h e  A l b e r t a  H i s t o r i c a l  
R e s o u r c e s  F o u n d a t i o n ,  a  r e s e a r c h e r / s u r v e y o r  h a s  t r a v e l l e d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  p r o v i n c e  s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 9 ,  v i s i t i n g  l o c a l  museums, a r c h i v e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
s o c i e t i e s ,  l i b r a r i e s ,  and  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  t a p e s  i n  t h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n .  Once 
t h e  r e t u r n s  h a v e  b e e n  e d i t e d  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y ,  t h e  s u r v e y  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  
P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  A l b e r t a .  I t  w i l l  c o n t a i n  a  l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  h o l d i n g s  o f  e a c h  
i n s t i t u t i o n  or i n d i v i d u a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  names o f  i n f o r m a n t  and  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  d a t e  o f  
i n t e r v i e w ,  s u b j e c t  a n d  d a t e  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  r e c o r d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
o f  i n d e x e s  a n d  f i n d i n g  a i d s .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  a n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  i n d e x  o f  t h e  m ~ i n  
p e o p l e ,  p l a c e s  a n d  s u b j e c t s  m e n t i o n e d  o n  t h e  t a p e s .  The s u r v e y  s h o u l d  b e  a v a l l a ~ ~ l e  
by t h e  end o f  F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 1 ,  a n d  r e q u e s t s  f o r  c o p i e s  s h o u l d  b e  s e n t  t o :  O r a l  H i s t o r y  
S u r v e y ,  P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h i v e s  o f  A l b e r t a ,  1 2 8 4 5  - 1 0 2  Avenue,  Edmonton, A l b e r t a  T5N OF.16. 
T h e r e  w i l l  be  n o  c h a r g e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n .  

J e a n  Dryden 
S e n i o r  A r c h i v i s t  
P r o v i n c i a l  A r s h i v 2 s  o f  n l b c r t a  

SASKATCHEWAN : 

S a s k a t c h e w a n  A r c h i v e s  Board 

With t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  C l a u d i a  B u c k l e y  t o  O t t a w a ,  t h e  S;iskatchewan Soiintl 
A r c h i v e s  Programme, a  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S a s k a t c h e w a n  A r c h i v e s  Uo~rl-! ,  i s  now hcailrt l  i)!. 
K r z y s z t o f  G e b h a r d ,  f o r m e r l y  O r a l  H i s t o r y  Co-Ord i t i a to r ,  C . l ~ ~ l t i c u l t u r , ~ l  I-Iistoc1; Soci~>t!.-  
o f  O n t a r i o .  D 'Arcy  Hande i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  soun i l  rccnrclinq:.; ;lt 
t h e  S a s k a t o o n  o f f i c e .  

The t e c h n i c a l  E a c i l i t i e s  oC t h e  Rcqina- i~asec i  S i ~ i ~ ! ~ t l  :\rci:i.:t-:: I'rr>cjr;iinint, t i L l i . t :  

r e c e n t l y  been  u p g r a d e d  w i t h  t h e  c s l ~ a n s i o n  C I C  t l ! c  ~ u t i  ic7 P\!LI iprncl~t iii\ 'f?:ltr>~\:. ' I ' , i j ~ ~ ~  

r e c o r c l i n g s  o f  v a r y i n g  f o r m a t s  c a n  n n w  L J ~  proces:;cti t ~ i i i c i t ~ ~ ~ t l ~ ~ ~ .  i ' i ~ l .  L -cucnt -  . : ! l l i o \ i l ! c - ( L -  

ment t h a t  a  modern A r c i i i v e s  t:luiLiiin<; wil l  t ~ t ?  ccin:;truc:tctl i n  I:c?1.1 I 11, i  ir:c,ll~:. tl!,i t t 

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s o u n d  r e c o r c l i i ~ q s  w i l l  LIL' h o u s ~ ~ ~ c l  i t 1  ~ ~ o ~ c ~ L J .  ( l ~ : i i ~ ~ ! i ~ ! , i  : ; t i ) t - . i ' l < '  . I I I : . I .  

by t h e  mid 1980  ' s .  



I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  e x p a n d i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b r o a d c a s t  m a t e r i a l ,  
t h e  Sound A r c h i v e s  Programme c o n t i n u e s  t o  g a t h e r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  s o u r c e s  t h a t  m i r r o r  
S a s k a t c h e w a n ' s  h i s t o r y  and  c h r o n i c l e  c u r r e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  The o r a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c -  
t i o n  housed  i n  R e g i n a  e x c e e d s  2 , 5 0 0  h o u r s .  A s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  Programme engaged  
a  number o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1980  o n  a  c o n t r a c t u a l  b a s i s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
r e s e a r c h .  R e g u l a r  s t a f f  members a l s o  c o n d u c t  i n t e r v i e w s  f r e q u e n t l y .  The m a j o r i t y  
o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t s  a r e  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  A r c h i v e s  and c l o s e l y  m o n i t o r e d  by 
t h e  s t a f f  a t  a l l  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s .  The i n t e r v i e w s  c o l l e c t e d  a r e  d i v e r s i f i e d  
i n  c o n t e n t  and  s o c i a l  m i l i e u  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a n t s .  

One o f  t h e  more a m b i t i o u s  p r o j e c t s  c u r r e n t l y  underway is a n  e f f o r t  t o  t a p e -  
r e c o r d  t h e  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  S a s k a t c h e w a n  women i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  t h e  
C a n a d i a n  C o - o p e r a t i v e  F e d e r a t i o n  movement. The women i n t e r v i e w e d  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  who 
p l a y e d  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h o s e  who s t a y e d  i n  t h e  background  b u t  
c l o s e l y  o b s e r v e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  I n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  a n d  1 9 4 0 ' s  t h e  power b a s e  o f  t h e  
CCF was i t s  g r a s s r o o t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  which  women p l a y e d  a  m a j o r  p a r t .  

The s e a r c h  f o r  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  h a s  s p r e a d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  
o f  modern s o c i e t y  upon t h e  n o r t h e r n  i n h a b i t a n t s  a t  a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  p a c e .  The Sound 
A r c h i v e s  is c a r r y i n g  o u t  a  p r o j e c t  t o  i n t e r v i e w  t h e  n a t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  s m a l l  
n o r t h e r n  community  o f  La Loche  i n  o r d e r  t o  document  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s  
and  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  r e c e n t  c h a n g e s  t h a t  h a v e  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e s .  

I n  1979  t h e  50-year  o l d  C a p i t o l  T h e a t r e ,  a  S a s k a t o o n  l a n d m a r k ,  was d e m o l i s h e d  
a f t e r  a  s t r u g g l e  by h e r i t a g e  g r o u p s  and  i n d i v i d u a l s  who f e l t  i t  s h o u l d  b e  p r e s e r v e d .  
The A r c h i v e s  h a s  o r g a n i z e d  a  p r o j e c t  t o  r e t a i n  a t  l e a s t  t h e  memories o f  t h e  t h e a t r e .  
N o s t a l g i c  f o r m e r  p a t r o n s  and  e m p l o y e e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n t e r v i e w e d  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  i n -  
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  more r e c e n t  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  t h e  c i t y  a l d e r m e n ,  a r c h i t e c t s ,  d e v e l o p e r s  a n d  
d e m o n s t r a t o r s .  

A s  i n  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s ,  S a s k a t c h e w a n  w r i t e r s  and p o e t s  o f t e n  f a c e  o b s t a c l e s  
i n  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  work. T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  
number o f  l i t e r a r y  s m a l l  p r e s s  p u b l i s h e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  By i n t e r v i e w i n g  t h e  
p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  s u c h  v e n t u r e s  t h e  A r c h i v e s '  a im is t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
g r o w t h ,  v i a b i l ' i t y ,  and  o f t e n  d e m i s e  o f  t h e  s m a l l  p u b l i s h i n g  h o u s e .  

M e n n o n i t e  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  examined i n  a n o t h e r  o r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t .  The 
i n t e r v i e w s  among t h e  M e n n o n i t e s  i n c l u d e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  c o o k i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o o d s ,  
mea t  p r o c e s s i n g ,  s o a p m a k i n g ,  s e w i n g ,  s p e c i a l  h o l i d a y s  and s t o r y t e l l i n g  and s i n g i n g .  
O r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o i  t h e  " e t h n i c  
i d e n t i t y "  i n  t h e  c o n t e s t  o f  S a s k a t c h e w a n ' s  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  

O r a l  h i s t o r y  was a l s o  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  components  o f  a d r i v e  t o  l o c a t e  
2nd p r e s e r v e  sourc:!s r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  and c u l t u r e  ot t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a ~ l i ~ i n  
s c t t l c m c n t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  The l i f e  ancl times o f  t h e  F r a n s a s k o i s  were  r e v e a l e d  
a s  ini! i v i d u ; l L s  from ! ~ i l l o w b u n c l ~ ,  S t .  L o u i s ,  G r a v e l b o ~ ~ r y  , Elnntmar t re  2nd L;tileche 
r c c ( ~ r d c c 1  t h e i r  li Cc s t o r i e s ,  i m p r e s s i o n s  and o p i n i o n s .  

I'rrliaii:; t i 1 1 3  m~,ct amt>i t i c>us  c ~ r a l  h i s t o r y  p r o j e c t  u n d e r t a k e n  !,y t h e  Sounil  
:11-i'!! i.:t,:; i s  ;i c : ~ m i i ~ ~ - ~ h c n s i v e  c f i o r t  t o  c o n d ~ c t  i n t e r v i e w s  ;inil r c s c a r c i ~  e s i s t  inci 
: : ( , I ! ! - L . , , : ~  L O L  ; l~t l -~l  icL! t i o n  (711 S~ iskL? , tc i~c~ga t i  i o l k l o r e .  'Tlic p ~ ~ l ~ l i c a t i o n  iv'i 11 a p p e a r  i n  
t ! : ~ ,  1 . 1 1 - : : 1  . I  I \ , ~ n t l ! , ~ ~ o l ;  ,111ci tv ' i  L1. i t i t r o ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ ~  t h ~  peciplc  oi t l i c  p r o v i n c e  t o  t h e  k i n d s  

r ! - . ! t l i  t i o t : : :  \ \ i i i i c . ! i  :;ilrL.ciLlnii t l ~ c m .  I t  i:; ~ n t i c i p a t e c l  t l i ; t t  t h c  L-~ooli \<i l l  he * lva iL-  
, I ~ , L S S  : < J L  L ~ L : ; ~ : L L ~ I L I ~  i o 1 1  i l l  t i l t :  S p r i ~ i q  o f  1 9 8 2 .  

i t ] : - l~i  i : :  i . t i l b  \?.c~it- t l ~ a t  S ~ s k j t c l ~ c ? w ; i n  is c c l c b r 3 t i n ~ - ,  i t s  7 5 t h  annivcr:;,ic\.. 
I:: ~.$~.::i;:c\i:101-~1 t L C , I I  0 1 .  tliis ~ u i > i l t : t - ,  t i l e  Sounti i ' i rcii ivcs i n i t  ~ a t c ~ l  ;I prti  jevt t i t . : ;  ig11ic:i 



t o  promote  t h e  u s e  o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  c l a s s room.  A s s i s t e d  by t h e  " C e l e b r a t e  
Saskatchewan Committee",  t h e  A r c h i v e s  engaged t w o  f u l l - t i m e  s t a f f  members and i n -  
v i t e d  e v e r y  g r a d e  s e v e n  p u p i l  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  t o  i n t e r v i e w  a  g r a n d p a r e n t  or a n o t h e r  
s e n i o r  c i t i z e n .  A r c h i v e s  s t a f f  conduc ted  workshops and i n s t r u c t e d  t e a c h e r s  and 
s t u d e n t s  i n  p r o p e r  i n t e r v i e w  t e c h n i q u e s  and p r o v i d e d  s t i m u l i  t o  u s e  t h e  m a t e r i a l .  
The r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  h a s  been  overwhelming,  a s  o v e r  6,000 d i s c o v e r e d  a  
f a s c i n a t i n g  way t o  s t u d y  h i s t o r y  and r e d i s c o v e r  t h e i r  g r a n d p a r e n t s .  

T h e s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  prompted t h e  Saskatchewan 
A r c h i v e s  Board t o  o r g a n i z e  and h o s t  t h e  1 s t  Saskatchewan O r a l  H i s t o r y  Confe rence  
t o  be h e l d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Regina May 1-2, 1981.  The p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  
s c h e d u l e d  c o n f e r e n c e  is to  g a t h e r  t o g e t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  a p p l y i n g  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
methodology t o  r e s e a r c h ,  t e a c h i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  b r o a d c a s t i n g  and numerous o t h e r  a r e a s .  
S e s s i o n s  w i l l  c o n c e r n  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  and development  o f  t h e  modern o r a l  
h i s t o r y  movement i n  Canada,  f o l k l o r e ,  I n d i a n / N a t i v e  s t u d i e s ,  c l a s s r o o m  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  
h i s t o r y ,  s o c i o l o g y  and p u b l i s h i n g .  The c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  f e a t u r e  a  ma jo r  a d d r e s s  by 
h i s t o r i a n  and P r e s i d e n t  E m e r i t u s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Regina ,  John  Archer .  Some o f  
t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  i n c l u d e :  Rober t  Cosbey, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Regina ;  K r z y s z t o f  
Gebhard,  Saskatchewan A r c h i v e s  Board;  P e t e r S . L i ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Saskatchewan;  R icha rd  
Lochead,  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  o f  Canada;  J o h n  Lyons, U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Saskatchewan;  Derek 
Reimer,  B r i t i s h  Columbia A u r a l  H i s t o r y  Program; C h a r l e s  S u t y l a ,  Saskatchewan Depar t -  
ment o f  C u l t u r e  and Youth;  Michael  T a f t ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Saskatchewan;  L o r a i n e  Thompson, 
Saskatchewan A r c h i v e s  Board;  I a n  Wilson ,  Saskatchewan A r c h i v e s  Board;  Ba rba ra  R o b e r t s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Winnipeg;  David M i l l a r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Winnipeg; and Michae l  E. Korn, 
Montana A r t s  Counc i l .  

The Saska toon  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  Saskatchewan A r c h i v e s  Board h a s  been  a c t i v e  i n  
g a t h e r i n g  a u d i o  d i s c s  and t a p e s  s i n c e  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  and i t s  c o l l e c t i o n  p r e s e n t l y  com- 
p r i s e s  a b o u t  500 h o u r s  o f  l i s t e n i n g  t i m e .  A l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  is based  
on r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  CCF, P r o g r e s s i v e  C o n s e r v a t i v e ,  and 
L i b e r a l  p a r t i e s .  These  a r e  supplemented  w i t h  i n t e r v i e w s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  which were conduc ted  by a r c h i v e s  s t a f f  and o t h e r s .  

A r c h i v e s  s t a f f  have  a l s o  conduc ted  many i n t e r v i e w s  on a n  ad  hoc  b a s i s  w i t h  
p e o p l e  o f  v a r i o u s  backgrounds  and c a r e e r s  i n  t h e  f i n e  a r t s ,  b u s i n e s s ,  i n d u s t r y ,  
j o u r n a l i s m ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  l a b o u r  u n i o n s ,  and p i o n e e r  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

Aud io tapes  h a v e  come from p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e l a t i n g  t o  s p e c i a l i z e d  t o p i c s .  
Numerous items have  been  d e p o s i t e d  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  CCF, i n  t h e  form o f  i n t e r -  
v iews by A.M. Nicholson .  P r o f .  E.A. T o l l e f s o n  d o n a t e d  a  series o f  r e c o r d e d  i n t e r v i e w s  
on t h e  Medicare  c r i s i s  i n  Saskatchewan.  A c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  conduc ted  by G. 
B e r t e i g  and G. Rose was d o n a t e d  which p r o v i d e s  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  Saska tch -  
ewan J e w i s h  community. Record ings  by M. McEnaney w i t h  D r .  Humphry Osmond and o t h e r  
s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s c h i z o p h r e n i a  were r e c e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  by t h e  Saska toon  
o f f i c e .  A number o f  i n t e r v i e w s  and r e c o r d i n g s  o f  l i v e  e v e n t s  have  been  added t o  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Hudson Bay Route A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
p o r t  o f  C h u r c h i l l .  The Saska toon  A l l i a n c e  o f  Youth and t h e  E l d e r l y  p r e s e n t e d  a  l a r g e  
ser ies  o f  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  community p i o n e e r s .  

The Arch ives  h a s  commissioned i n t e r v i e w s  on  s p e c i a l i z e d  t o p i c s .  One s u c h  
s e r i e s  i n  t h e  Saska toon  o f f i c e  i s  t h a t  o f  John  Henderson who t a l k e d  t o  f i f t y  former 
s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  on e d u c a t i o n a l  developments  i n  Saskatchewan.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  
Saska toon  o f f i c e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  respond t o  s u g g e s t i o n s  oE p o s s i b l e  i n f o r m a n t s  and 
t o  a u d i t i o n  sound r e c o r d i n g s  o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  Arch ives  from o u t s i d e  s o u r c e s .  

For more i n f o r m h t i o n  on  t h e  Saskatchewan Sound Arch ives  Programme and 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  forms f o r  t h e  upcoming c o n f e r e n c e ,  p l e a s e  w r i t e  t h e  Sask .~ tchewan  



Sound A r c h i v e s  Programme, Saska tchewan A r c h i v e s  Board,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Regina ,  Reg ina ,  
Saska tchewan S4S 0A2. 

Krzysz to f  Gebhard 
Head 
Saska tchewan Sound A r c h i v e s  Programme 

BRITISH COLUT4BIA : 

The P r o v i n c i a l  Arch ives  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

The A u r a l  H i s t o r y  Program o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Arch ives  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia 
h a s  been renamed t h e  "Sound and Moving Image D i v i s i o n " .  The new t i t l e  r e c o g n i z e s  
t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  is  now t h e  o f f i c i a l  arm o f  t h e  PABC w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  f i l m  
and v i d e o  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  sound documents .  A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  is 
making some p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  a c q u i s i t i o n  and c a t a l o g u i n g  o f  "moving image" 
documents .  However, a n  a g g r e s s i v e  a c q u i s i t i o n  p o l i c y  h a s  been pos tponed  u n t i l  
a d d i t i o n a l  t e c h n i c a l  and a r c h i v a l  s t a f f  c a n  be h i r e d  and s u i t a b l e  u s e r  s e r v i c e  
f a c i l i t i e s  c a n  be p r o v i d e d .  

T h i s  p a s t  summer t h e  Sound and Pdoving Image D i v i s i o n  was t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  o f  
two v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  summer s t u d e n t  p r o j e c t s .  With t h e  h e l p  o f  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  from 
t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ' s  Youth Employment Program, t h e  c a t a l o g u i n g  o f  t h e  I m b e r t  
Orchard  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  sound r e c o r d i n g s  was v i r t u a l l y  comple ted .  T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  
c o n s i s t s  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  a l m o s t  1000 members o f  t h e  p i o n e e r  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  
Columbia conduc ted  by Imber t  Orchard  i n  t h e  mid-1960s. The c o l l e c t i o n  is one  o f  t h e  
f i n e s t  b o d i e s  o f  r e s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  on  t h e  common man i n  B.C. and emphas i ze s  t h e  
p e r i o d  1870-1914. The c a t a l o g u i n g  o f  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  is  a  major  accompl ishment .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  by v i r t u e  o f  a  p r o v i n c i a l l y - f u n d e d  Work i n  Government Program, t h e  D i v i s i o n  
a c q u i r e d  new s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  on  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Ch inese  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia. 
The re sa  Low was employed f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  f o u r  months d u r i n g  which s h e  he lped  p r e p a r e  
a  f i n d i n g  a i d  t o  t h e  Sound and Moving Image D i v i s i o n ' s  h o l d i n g s  on Ch inese  s o u r c e  
m a t e r i a l s .  Dur ing  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  summer, M s .  Low a l s o  conduc ted  a n  e x t e n s i v e  
s u r v e y  of  sound documents  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Ch inese  i n  B .C .  and r e c o r d e d  s e v e r a l  
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  Ch inese  p i o n e e r s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  

The Sound and Moving Image D i v i s i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p u b l i s h  volumes i n  i t s  
p o p u l a r  "Sound H e r i t a g e  S e r i e s " .  Recent  i s s u e s  i n c l u d e :  The M a g n i f i c e n t  D i s t a n c e s  - 
E a r l y  A v i a t i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  1910-1940, by Dennis  Duffy and C a r o l  Crane ;  and 
S e a s o n ' s  G r e e t i n g s  From B r i t i s h  Co lumbia ' s  P a s t  - C h r i s t m a s  a s  C e l e b r a t e d  i n  B r i t i s h  
Columbia from t h e  1880s  t o  t h e  1930s ,  by Rich Mole. 
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