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PIONEERS IN PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT IN CANADA 

The i d e a  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  a  h i s t o r y  o f  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and  s p o r t  i n  Canada 
by c a l l i n g  o n  t h e  memories  a n d  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  p i o n e e r s  and  a p p l y i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
and  t e c h n i q u e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o r a l  h i s t o r y  s h o u l d  n o t  be  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  a n y o n e .  A r e  
t h e r e  n o t  among you many who l i s t e n e d  w i t h  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  t a l e s  o f  t h e  e f f o r t s  
o f  o u r  h o c k e y  h e r o e s  a s  t h e y  were d e s c r i b e d  o n  t h e  Hot S t o v e  'League s e s s i o n s  o f  e a r l y  
C.B.C. R a d i o ' s  Hockey N i g h t  i n  Canada?  Here w e r e  r e c o u n t e d ,  by p a s t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  o r  
a n a l y t i c  o b s e r v e r s ,  t h e  memorab le  s p o r t s  h a p p e n i n g s  o f  t h e  p a s t .  Many o f  o u r  s u p e r -  
s t a r s  o f  t o d a y  w e r e  weaned o n  t h o s e  s t o r i e s  o f  o u r  C a n a d i a n  s p o r t  h e r o e s .  

The  q u e s t i o n  which  m i g h t  l o g i c a l l y  b e  r a i s e d  by s c h o l a r l y  h i s t o r i a n s ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  i s  w h e t h e r  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  ,is l e g i t i m a t e l y  h i s t o r i c a l .  I would s u b m i t  t h a t  i t  
c a n  be p r o v i d e d  t h a t  th'e r e s e a r c h e r  e m p l o y i n g  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  a p p l i e s  t h e  n o r m a l  r u l e s  
g o v e r n i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a ,  which  a r e :  ( 1 )  t o  be a w a r e  o f  b i a s ,  ( 2 )  t o  l o o k  f o r  
i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y ,  and  ( 3 )  t o  s e e k  c o n f i r m a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  

I t  is a l s o  my c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  no  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r o f e s s i o n  h a s  d e p t h ,  t r a d i t i o n s ,  
c u s t o m s ,  o r  a  p r e s e n t ,  w i t h o u t  h i s t o r y .  T h i s  h e r i t a g e ,  i n  my v i e w ,  mus t  b e  r e c o r d e d  
and  p r e s e r v e d  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  The o r i g i n s ,  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  f i e l d ,  
t h e  p r o b l e m s  f a c e d  and  s o l v e d ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  f o r c e s  e x e r t e d ,  t h e  movements t h a t  h a v e  
waned and  p e r s i s t e d ,  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  i m p l e m e n t s ,  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  c o s t u m e s ,  t h e  t h o u g h t s  
a n d  d e e d s  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r  l e a d e r s  who s h a p e d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ;  t h e s e  s u r e l y  
a r e  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  a n d  t h e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  a r e  o f  v a l u e  t o  
s o c i e t y  f o r  i t  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  

Thomas C a r l y l e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  s a i d :  "The h i s t o r y  o f  l i v i n g  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  
is b u t  t h e  b i o g r a p h y  o f  g r e a t  men". How b e t t e r ,  t h e n ,  t o  l e a r n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v o l u -  
t i o n  o f  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and  s p o r t  i n  Canada t h a n  f rom t h e  r e c o r d e d  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  
t h o s e  " g r e a t  men" ( a n d  women) who w e r e  a c t i v e  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  w e  a r e  f o l l o w i n g .  

A c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  r e c o r d i n g  e q u i p m e n t  h a s  made i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  me 
t o  s e e k  o u t  t h o s e  p i o n e e r s  i n  my f i e l d  o f  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and  s p o r t  who a r e  s t i l l  
a l i v e ,  t o  i n t e r v i e w  them and t o  r e c o r d  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  d a y s  and e v e n t s  
i n  which t h e y  p l a y e d  a  l e a d i n g  r o l e .  Wi th  a  g r a n t  f rom t h e  Canada C o u n c i l  and  w i t h  t h e  
c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Sound A r c h i v e s  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  o f  C ~ n a d a ,  f i f t y  
o f  t h e s e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  i n t e r v i e w s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e e  J r e  now 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s t u d y  by i n t e r e s t e d  s c h o l a r s  and  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  A f i r s t  i n  C a n a d i z n  
p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and  s p o r t  h i s t o r y .  

My a r b i t r a r y  l i m i t  o f  f i f t y  i n t e r v i e w e e s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  s i m p l y  a n  a  " g u c s t i -  
m a t e "  o f  how l o n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  would t a k e  and  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  my a v z i l ~ b l e  t i m e  
and  t h e  f u n d i n g  s u p p o r t  I had r e c e i v e d .  

The s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i f t y  p i o n e e r s  was made w i t h  a n  a t t e m p t  ti) i ) r i~~ . r i t i c  . I  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c r o s s - s e c t i o n  o f  men and  women, i j e o q r a p h i c  r c q i o n s ,  ancl c';in,:idLils t w c >  

major  l a n g u a g e  g r o u p s .  Supt?r imposed on t h i s  was e v i d e n c e  peer I c c o i j n i t  ioi: 01' t i : ~ . i ~  
p i o n e e r  l e a d e r s h i p  s t a t u s  1-11; v i r t u e  o f  :~w,lrcls o r  c i t ~ t i ~ > n s  pre~;c.!:tt-,ci t t !  t.i!i.:~l ( . ) ~ . ~ ~ c  L ! i t '  

y e a r s  by p r o f e s s i o n a l  n ~ - . - i j ~ n i z ; l t i o l 7 s  suc!i ,IS t h e  Can;idi; i i~ : \ ~ ; ~ t i c i : ~ i  ii.111 I L:L- ! ! t 7  : !  t l ~ ,  
P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  and K e c r e L 1 t i ~ 3 n .  

W i t h o u t  d e s c r i b i n g  my m e t h o i l o l o y ~  i n  c l e t ~ i i l ,  s u t  f ice i t  t ~ .  :;.I\:. t i 1 . 1 ~  1 LI!:,!~.! :.: 



c o n s i d e r a b l e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t u d y  o f  t h o s e  e v e n t s  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n  t o  have had c o n s i d e r a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  20 th  c e n t u r y .  
I t h e n  endeavoured ,  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my a b i l i t y ,  t o  match t h e  p i o n e e r s  w i t h  t h o s e  e v e n t s  
i n  which t h e y  appeared  t o  have  p l ayed  a  l e a d i n g  r o l e .  During t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  r e l a x e d ,  
i n f o r m a l  i n t e r v i e w ,  t h e s e  p i o n e e r s  were t h e n  encouraged t o  r e c a l l  t h o s e  e v e n t s  and t o  
r e m i n i s c e  abou t  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  involvement  i n  them. 

I n  a l l ,  some f i f t y  s u c h  e v e n t s  were i d e n t i f i e d  and ,  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  many o f  
t h e s e  p i o n e e r s  were found t o  have been a c t i v e  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  them. Q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  t h i s  
was due  t o  t h e i r  s c a r c i t y  i n  numbers i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  Canada. 

The comple ted  i n t e r v i e w s  gave  m e  v a l u a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  which w i l l  
e n a b l e  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  i n t o  t h i s  h e r e t o f o r e  n e g l e c t e d  a r e a .  The i n t e r v i e w s  a l s o  renewed 
i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  my own t e a c h i n g  and l e f t  m e  i n  awe o f  t h e  accompl ishments  o f  t h e s e  
p i o n e e r s  a s  t h e y  s t r u g g l e d  t o  overcome a p a t h y ,  d i s i n t e r e s t  and ,  i n  some c a s e s ,  down- 
r i g h t  o p p o s i t i o n .  W e  c o u l d  n o t  be where we a r e  t o d a y  i n  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  
p i o n e e r i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  and I o n l y  hope t h e i r  s t o r i e s ,  t h rough  t h e  medium o f  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  t h e y  d e s e r v e  by t h o s e  who f o l l o w  i n  t h e i r  f o o t s t e p s .  
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