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Sous l e s  6gides de l a  SociGtg h i s t o r i q u e  dlActon Vale,  Qugbec, e t  en  co l l abo ra t ion  
'avec l a  Soci6t6 h i s t o r i q u e  des Cantorsde l l E s t ,  c e  p r o j e t  q u i  e s t  en  cours  de 
d6roulementY v i s e  par  l e  b i a i s  de  l ' e n t r e v u e  d ' h i s t o i r e  o r a l e ,  de  r s c o l t e r  l e s  
tgmoignages des "gens de l a  place" a f i n  qu'une brochure, (peut-Ztre mZme un 
l i v r e ) ,  s u r  l ' h i s t o i r e  l o c a l e  puisse  p a r a z t r e .  En mGme temps, une s e n s i b i l i s a t i o n  
des  gens aux a rch ives  e t  au patr imoine e s t  opgr6e. Une subvention des Archives 
n a t i o n a l e s  du QuGbec f u t  r e q u i s e  pour c e  p r o j e t .  Le p r o j e t  e s t  d 'une dur6e d'un 
an, possiblement renouvelable  e t  l e s  r 6 s u l t a t s  dev ra i en t  Z t r e  rendu a c c e s s i b l e  
en 1979. 

D La Soci6t6 h i s t o r i q u e  d e  Ste-Hyacinthe, a  lanc6  un p r o j e t  qu i ,  par  l e  b i a i s  de  
l ' i n t e r v i e w  e t  des  t6moignages r e c u e i l l i s ,  voudra i t  d r e s s e r  un p o r t r a i t  de 
Ste-Hyacinthe, v i l l e  l a i t i s r e ,  v i l l e  t o u r i s t i q u e  e t  v i l l e  h i s t o r i q u e .  Tout en  
op6rant un re lev6  du p o t e n t i e l  a r c h i v i s t i q u e  (qui  d e v r a i t  parveni r  au Centre  
rggional  des  Cantons de  1 ' E s t  des  Archives n a t i o n a l e s  du Qugbec), on s e n s i b i l i s e  
l a  populat ion 2 son h i s t o i r e  e t  Zi son patr imoine.  

n Un second p r o j e t  s 'ouvre  en Abitibi-Temiscaminque, e t  p lus  pa r t i cu l i s r emen t  2 
Rouyn-Noranda. Sous l a  d i r e c t i o n  de  l V U n i v e r s i t 6  du QuGbec, l e  p r o j e t  c o n s i s t e  
2 r e c u e i l l i r  des  tgmoignages oraux s u r  des  s u j e t s  p r 6 c i s  de  l ' h i s t o i r e  6comonique, 
p o l i t i q u e  e t  s o c i a l e  rggionale ,  2 l e s  compiler e t  2  6 t a b l i r  une s 6 r i e  d16missions 
de  r ad io  q u i  t o u t  e n d 6 s s e r v a n t l a  popula t ion  l o c a l e  p o u r r a i t  Sgalement S t r e  
u t i l i s 6 e  pour des  f i n s  pgdagogiques. C ' e s t  une premisre  au  Qu6bec e t  l e s  
r g s u l t a t s  d e  l ' expgr i ence  dev ra i en t  S t r e  op6ra to i r e s  en 1979. 

0 Don Murray, j o u r n a l i s t e  au r6seau a n g l a i s  de Radio Canada 2 Montrgal, e t  Vera 
Murray, professeur  de  sc i ences  polit iquesZi l V U n i v e r s i t 6  du Quebec 'a Montrgal, 
on t  complgt6 une 6tude du P a r t i  L ib6 ra l  du Qu6bec e t  l e  P a r t i  Qu6becoi.s au 
cours  des  d e r n i s r e s  annees. L'oeuvre, q u i  a  S t6  r 6 a l i s g e  2 p a r t i r  d 'une cen ta ine  
d 'entrevues avec l e s  d i r i g e a n t s  e t  membres des  deux formations p o l i t i q u e s ,  
p r6sente  des  f a i t s  i n t 6 r e s s a n t s  e t  nouveaux s u r  l e s  r e l a t i o n s  e n t r e  Jean  Lesage 
e t  Ren6 Lgvesque durant  l a  R6volution t r a n q u i l l e ,  l e  depa r t  de  Ren6 Lgvesque du 
P a r t i  l i b g r a l ,  l a  f i n  d e  Jean Lesage cornme chef du P a r t i  l ibEra1 ,  l ' a s c e n s i o n  
e t  l a  chute  de Robert Bourassa, l e s  dessous de l a  c r i s e  d 'oc tobre  1970 e t  l a  
montge du P a r t i  Qu6bgcois jusqu12 l a  p r i s e  du pouvoir.  Les Ed i t i ons  Quinze 2 
Montr6al on t  publ i6  l 'ouvrage  sous l e  t i t r e  De Bourassa 'a Levesque. 

Gary Lawless, a  poet  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t o r y - t e l l i n g  and o r a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  i s  working 
on a s e r i e s  of "readers",  t o  be  publ ished yea r ly ,  concerning t h e  Gulf of Maine, 
bu t  hopeful ly l a t e r  inc luding  Newfoundland and the  Maritimes. The books approach 
t h e  reg ion  a s  a  c l u s t e r  of b io /geo/e thnologica l  e n t i t i e s ,  r a t h e r  than a s  p a r t s  
of na t ions  wi th  pol i t ica l ly- imposed  boundaries .  The books a l s o  g ive  an  i n t e r -  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  view of c u l t u r e s ,  rythms and cyc le s  of t h e  no r theas t  coas t  of North 
America. The f i r s t  reader  i n  t h e  s e r i e s  i s  e n t i t l e d  The Gulf of Maine and i s  
a v a i l a b l e  from M r .  Lawless. Another of Gary ~ a w l e s s '  p r o j e c t s  i s  a book on t h e  - - 
North A t l a n t i c  reg ion ,  from Nova S c o t i a  t o  cape Cod, being e d i t e d  f o r  t h e  P l ane t  
Drum Foundation i n  San Franc isco .  Anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  obta in ing  copies  of t h e  
r eade r s  o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  a r t i c l e s  f o r  f u t u r e  pub l i ca t ions  can w r i t e  t o  Gary Lawless 
a t  Box 186, Brunswick, Maine, 04011. 



0 An o r a l  h i s t o r y  workshop was he ld  a t  t he  Nova Scot ia  Museum on A p r i l  14-15, 1978. 
Approximately f o r t y  persons were i n  at tendance.  Fr iday  evening t h e  keynote ad- 
d re s s  was given by M r .  Hugh Taylor ,  P rov inc i a l  Arch iv i s t  who was unable t o  a t t end  
t h e  workshop and s e n t  a  t ape  recording of h i s  l e c t u r e  i n s t e a d .  The fol lowing day 
was "work day" wi th  se s s ions  on t ap ing  techniques,  r o l e  playing,  p r a c t i c e  i n t e r -  
views and a  c lo s ing  d i scuss ion  on the  e t h i c s  of o r a l  h i s t o r y .  Before t h e  workshop 
c losed ,  a  s tanding  committee cons i s t i ng  of t h e  resource people (Kathy Kuusisto,  
Jim Morrison, Rockey Jones,  David Sutherland,  and Pam and Loti Co l l i n s )  was estab- 
l i s h e d  t o  provide a  c o n t i n u i t y  of i n t e r e s t  i n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  and t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of organizing a  Maritime Oral His tory  Associat ion.  

General ly  t h e  response t o  t h e  workshop a s  shown by the  eva lua t ion  s h e e t s  was 
very p o s i t i v e .  About 80% of t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f e l t  they had learned  what they 
had hoped t o  l e a r n .  The p r a c t i c e  in te rv iewing  and eva lua t ion  of t apes  was con- 
s ide red  t h e  most va luab le  a spec t  of t h e  workshop. A l l  who f i l l e d  i n  t h e  forms 
wrote t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u c t o r s  had done t h e i r  jobs we l l  and 75% wanted a  r e t u r n  
workshop. The l eng th  of t h i s  workshop was q u i t e  acceptab le  and 1* days seems 
t o  be t h e  most popular length .  There was some r e p e t i t i o n  of t h e  suggested t o p i c s  
f o r  a  r e t u r n  workshop. Many wanted more on in te rv iewing  and f i l i n g ,  e t c ,  t o p i c s  
which were d e a l t  wi th  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s ion  i n  November, 1977. About ha l f  of t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  they would l i k e  t o  hear  tapes  from around t h e  province 
and i n  add i t i on  would l i k e  t o  know how t o  organize  a  s l i de - t ape  p re sen ta t ion .  

The information k i t s  were acceptab le  and what some p a r t i c i p a n t s  f e l t  had been 
excluded was given i n  t h e  November s e s s ion .  A s  mentioned t h e  p r a c t i c e  in te rv iews  
were e s p e c i a l l y  l i k e d  while  two p a r t i c i p a n t s  s t a t e d  they d i s l i k e d  t h e  Hugh Taylor 
tape .  (This should provide them wi th  a  t a n t a l i z i n g  t a s t e  of what t h e  t r ansc r ib -  
ing  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  tapes  w i l l  e n t a i l . )  

A s  can be  seen from t h e  above, t h e  workshop can be s a i d  t o  have been a  success  
i f  t h e  eva lua t ions  a r e  taken a s  evidence. The beginnings of a n  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
a s s o c i a t i o n  have been made, and i t  would be  wise t o  d i scuss  a t  t h i s  po in t  where 
o r a l  h i s t o r y  goes from here .  Workshops can be he ld  every s i x  months f o r  t h e  un- 
i n i t i a t e d  wi th  s tandard t o p i c s  being d e a l t  wi th  but  t h e  experienced w i l l  no t  come 
un le s s  something more s u b s t a n t i a l  i s  o f f e red .  Perhaps workshops i n  f u t u r e  w i l l  
f unc t ion  a t  two l e v e l s  simultaneously; i n t roduc to ry  t o p i c s  f o r  t h e  beginners and 
papers  o r  t apes  by those  who have a l ready  done some interviewing.  Both sec t ions  
a r e  important:  one t o  maintain t h e  growing i n t e r e s t  and competence of experienced 
o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  and t h e  o t h e r  t o  provide a  methodology f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  begin- 
ne r .  Both a r e  v i t a l  f o r  a  cont inuing o r a l  h i s t o r y  program i n  Nova Sco t i a .  

" The A t l a n t i c  Canada I n s t i t u t e  included l e c t u r e s  on t h e  use  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  a s  
p a r t  of i t s  summer school  held i n  Charlottetown from 10 t o  28 Ju ly .  D r .  Margaret 
Mackay Gerrard,  Research Fellow a t  t he  School of S c o t t i s h  S tudies ,  Edinburgh 
Univers i ty ,  gave t h e  l e c t u r e s  on o r a l  h i s t o r y .  The l e c t u r e s  o f f e red  an  i n t r o -  
duc t ion  t o  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  and o r a l  h i s t o r y  through examples of information about 
t h e  p a s t  uniquely provided through personal  reminiscences,  family t r a d i t i o n s ,  
song and t a l e s .  Aproaches t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g ,  processing and a s ses s ing  of o r a l l y  
t r ansmi t t ed  information were a l s o  presented.  F ina l ly ,  t h e  l e c t u r e s  were i l l u s -  
t r a t e d  w i t h  t ape  record ings  made i n  Scotland and Canada by D r .  Gerrard, who has  



been working s i n c e  1973 on the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  and t r a d i t i o n s  of people who emigrated 
t o  Canada from the  Hebridean I s l and  of T i r ee .  

The Toronto Area Arch iv i s t s  Group sponsored a  conference on 26 October 1977; 
C h r i s t i n e  Arderne (Archiv is t ,  Bank of Nova Sco t i a )  organized i t  and was i n  t h e  
c h a i r .  I n  a  panel  d i scuss ion  Jack Granats te in  (History Department, York 
Univers i ty ,  Ontar io)  opposed t h e  use  of o r a l  h i s t o r y  on t h e  grounds t h a t  i t  pro- 
duces l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of ma te r i a l  t o  s i f t  through and t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  remember 
events  i d i o s y n c r a t i c a l l y .  He himself had worked on Conservative P a r t y  p o l i t i c i a n s  
i n  a  p r o j e c t  on t h e  Diefenbaker per iod ,  bu t  had obtained con t r ad ic to ry  r e s u l t s .  
Moreover t h e  m a t e r i a l  was now sea led  f o r  twenty-five yea r s .  Gordon Dodds 
(Archives of Ontar io)  pointed out  t h e  need t o  g e t  beyond t h e  e l i t e  t o  t h e  gut- 
f e e l i n g  of t h e  ord inary  man. The r o l e  of t h e  a r c h i v i s t s  was t o  provide t e c h n i c a l  
guidance and t o  s t o r e  records ;  however, they apprec ia ted  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  which a  
guiding motive c rea ted  un i ty :  Marten Lewis (Ontar io Museum Associat ion)  urged 
t h e  need f o r  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  and f o r  commentary on t h e  t a p e  about t h e  circumstances 
of t h e  interview.  He thought in te rv iews  were b e t t e r  sources  of C i t y  h i s t o r y  than  
r e p o r t s  of s a n i t a r y  commissions e t c .  Mavis Waters (Socia l  Science Div is ion ,  York 
Univers i ty ,  Ontario) explained t h e  use  being made of o r a l  h i s t o r y  i n  English 
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  Essex, and suggested t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of occupa- 
t i o n a l  groups a s  we l l  a s  e t h n i c  groups could w e l l  be appl ied  i n  Toronto. 

The conference was a t tended  by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of a  number of l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  
s o c i e t i e s  and sen io r  c i t i z e n s v  organiza t ions ;  i t s  main complement, however, was 
from t h e  Mult i -Cultural  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  of Ontar io.  This  s o c i e t y  has under- 
taken t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of some 20 d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  groups 
i n  Ontar io,  inc luding  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of d i a r i e s ,  records ,  e t c .  from t h e  commun- 
i t i e s  concerned. 

P r i n c i p a l l y ,  however, they a r e  t ap ing  in te rv iews  wi th  'people  who can desc r ibe  
t h e  e a r l y  immigrant and se t t l emen t  experiences of each e thno-cul tura l  groupv and 
have a  research  worker employed o n t h i s  from each of t h e  communities. Seven 
admin i s t r a to r s  and a r c h i v i s t s  a r e  a l s o  employed, t h e  whole p r o j e c t  being f inanced 
from t h e  proceeds of t h e  Ontar io Government l o t t e r y  through t h e  Minis t ry  of 
Cu l tu re  and Recreat ion.  The p r o j e c t  i s  headed by P ro fes so r  Robert F. Harney. 

The Ora l  His tory  Socie ty  i n  Great B r i t a i n  held i t s  annual  conference a t  Bulmershe 
College of Higher Education, Reading, from 31 March t o  2  Apr i l ,  1978. The 
theme of t h e  conference was Ora l  H i s to ry  and t h e  Local H i s to r i an .  

NEW ASSOCIATION/NOUVELLE ASSOCIATION 

The Oral  His tory  Assoc ia t ion  of A u s t r a l i a  was formally launched on J u l y  26th, 1978 
wi th  P e t e r  Reeves and Jean  Teasdale  of t h e  His tory  Department a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  
of Western A u s t r a l i a  s e rv ing  a s  P re s iden t  and Organizing Sec re t a ry  r e spec t ive ly .  
There a r e  Vice P res iden t s  and committee members from a l l  Aus t r a l i an  s t a t e s  a s  w e l l  
a s  an Executive Committee i n  Western A u s t r a l i a ,  The i d e a  i s  t o  have a  n a t i o n a l  
a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  an execut ive  committee l oca t ed  i n  one S t a t e  se rv ing  on a  r o t a t -  
i ng  b a s i s  f o r  a  number of years .  I n  t h i s  way each S t a t e  w i l l  have i t s  t u r n  f o r  
adminis te r ing  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  The Assoc ia t ion  w i l l  en- 
courage t h e  recru i tment  of a  wide membership by publ i sh ing  a  q u a r t e r l y  news le t t e r ,  
and holding l o c a l  seminars and workshops i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  n a t i o n a l  conference.  



The first local workshop is being planned for early 1979 to be followed by a 
national, or perhaps even international, conference in August 1979. Early plans 
are to convene the August conference shortly following the International 
Conference on Indian Ocean Studies to be held in Western Australia. Further 
information on the Oral History Association of Australia can be obtained from 
Mrs. Jean Teasdale, History Department, University of Western Australia, Crawley, 
Western Australia, 6009. 

RECORDING TECHNIQUES FOR ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS 

The Sound Archives of the Public Archives of Canada has produced a demonstra- 
tion tape on the techniques of recording oral history interviews. The tape, which 
runs for 16 minutes and 30 seconds, offers a basic introduction to oral history 
interviewing and illustrates some common technical problems encountered. This tape 
was auditioned at the workshop of the Oral History Association (U.S.A.) meetings in 
Ottawa during September, 1976, and is now available free of charge from the Public 
Archives of Canada. A french-language version is also available. 

Persons requesting a copy of this tape should send the appropriate amount of 
blank tape (open reel tape or cassette of at least 30 minutes per side) to the 
Sound Archives Section, Public Archives of Canada, 395 Wellington Street, Ottawa, 
Ontario, K I A  ON3, Canada. 

LES TECHNIQUES D'ENREGISTREMENT DES ENTREWES D'HISTOIRE ORALE 

Le Service des Archives sonores aux Archives publiques du Canada a rGalis6 un 
documentaire dgmontrant les techniques de l'enregistrement d'entrevues d'histoire 
orale. La bande, d'une durze de 16 minutes 30 secondes, comporte une introduction 
5 l'entrevue d'histoire orale et en illustre quelques problsmes techniques communs. 
On peut se la procurer gratuitement, dans la version frangaise ou anglaise, en 
s'adressant aux Archives publiques du Canada. 

Toute personne dzsirant une copie de ce document doit faire parvenir une bo- 
bine ou cassette vierge d'une durge d'au plus 30 minutes par piste au Service des 
Archives sonores, Archives publiques du Canada, 395, rue Wellington, Ottawa, Ontario, 
KIA ON3, Canada. 

SOUND ARCHIVES MANUAL 

At the beginning of 1979, the Sound Archives Section of the Public Archives of 
Canada will re-issue the SOUND ARCHIVES MANUAL (previous title-Manual: Sound Archives). 
This will be the third edition of the MANUAL and it will contain new information on 
the description and indexing of sound recordings in the PAC. The sections on re- 
strictions and preservation have also been revised to conform to current policies. 
The MANUAL is, of course, the basic working guide for the archivists in the Sound 
Archives but it has proved useful to researchers and other archivists who are thereby 
provided with an understanding of the methods and approach of the PAC. 



INVENTORY OF MAIN HOLDINGS 

In addition, the Sound Archives Section of the Public Archives of Canada is 
issuing the INVENTORY OF MAIN HOLDINGS in which researchers and archivists will 
find a brief description of the Section's holdings. These holdings come from 
governmental sources (departments, agencies, comissions of enquiry) and from 
individuals and private organizations (political parties, associations...). The 
INVENTORY also describes many oral history collections. For a quick reference, 
the INVENTORY offers a speaker-subject index. 

To receive a free copy of both publications, please write to the following 
address: Public Archives of Canada, Information Services, 395 Wellington Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0N3. 

GUIDE DES ARCHIVES SONORES 

Le Service des Archives sonores aux Archives publiques du Canada pr6pare 
actuellement une r66dition de son GUIDE DES ARCHIVES SONORES (ancien titre-Manuel: 
Archives sonores). Cette troisizme 6dition de GUIDE, devant paraItre d2s le d6but 
de 1979, comportera de plus amples renseignements sur la prgparation dvinstruments 
de recherches, la communication de mGme que la conservation d'enregistrements 
sonores aux Archives publiques du Canada. Bien que le GUIDE soit l'outil de base 
des archivistes du Service des Archives sonores, il s'est av6r6 par le pass6 fort 
utile aux chercheurs et autres archivistes et continuera, nous croyons, de leur 
A etre dvun apport pr6cieux. 

Le Service des Archives sonores aux Archives publiques du Canada annonce 6gale- 
ment la parution du REPERTOIRE SELECTIF dans lequel sont d6crits sommairement les 
fonds d'archives sonores dont il est dspositaire. On y trouve des fonds provenant 
d'organismes gouvernementaux (ministzres, agences et commissions dlenquGtes), et -des 
fonds de particuliers et dvorganismes publics et priv6s (partis politiques, stations 
de radio, soci6t6s ...). Le REPERTOIRE comprend aussi plusieurs fonds constitu6s 
dventrevues d'histoire orale. Un index vedettes-matizres permet de consulter ce 
r6pertoire de fason rapide. 

Toute personne int6ressGe peut se procurer un exemplaire gratuit de ces publi- 
cations en 6crivant 2 lvadresse suivante: Archives publiques du Canada, Services 
d'Information, 395, rue Wellington, Ottawa, Ontario, K I A  0N3. 

Deslongchamps, Jocelyne et coll., Rgpertoire de la collection: entrevues des 
pionniers de 1vAbitibi-~6miscamingue, Universitg du Qusbec, C.E.U.O.Q., Rouyn, 
1978, 93 p. 

Desgagnss, Michel, Les Godlettes de Charlevoix, LiSmiSac, Ottawa, 1977, 182 p. 
illust . 
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Thompson, P a u l ,  The v o i c e  of t h e  P a s t ,  O r a l  H i s t o r y ,  London, Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  C o l l  "Opus", 1978, 257 p .  
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