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This unique book, product of a lengthy and inteasnother-daughter
collaboration, has much to offer readers intereste&boriginal peoples and
cultures, oral history, and colonization. Helen Agget out to chronicle her
mother’s life experiences, especially those of gngwip Anishinaabe in an
Anishinaabe homeland as Euro-Canadian encroachsteadily intensified. The
book offers a vivid glimpse into the ways the Amigtabeg of Namegosibiing
(now Trout Lake, Ontario) understood themselvesthed surroundings, as they
lived off the land and in balance with the natwvakld. It also shows how they
viewed the colonizers’ actions and how they sotghétain a space for their own
ways in the midst of growing interference by segtiend the state. The author’s
goals are clearly laid out in the introductionh&lp mend the divisions in the
Anishinaabe community caused by residential schoof&apture a glimpse of
the Gichi Anishinaabe wisdom” that formerly helprdde people’s lives; and to
help correct the misconception that her peopletadiand was a “wilderness”
devoid of human activity and occupation (7). | knofano other book, replete as
it is with the small details of living, which conyeso many facets of Anishinaabe
daily life and worldview. In the first half of tH@ook, Agger depicts the life
followed by her mother’s family in the years frohet1920s to the 1940s, as they
worked to maintain a traditional pattern of land aesource use, gaining most of
their living from hunting and fishing. The secoralfidocuments
Dedibaayaanimanook’s adult life, most of it livad Mamegosibiing, but in a
largelywemitigoozhi (white/ non-Aboriginal) context.

As an oral history, this text reflects an arduprtecess, based on close
collaboration and a careful adherence by Aggeetatiother’s preferences.
Compiled over the course of ten years, the bodlasged on many conversations
between mother and daughter, the former speakinghraabemowin, the latter
English. Since Dedibaayaanimanook was not comflatatih having her voice
recorded, Agger took written notes of these exchanggger uses many
Anishinaabe terms and phrases in the text, congdiieir meanings in the
English sentences that follow. A lengthy glossdrtha back supplies translations
for many, though not all, of these words.

Dedibaayaanimanook, Agger’'s mother (later knowth@newcomer
society as Sarah Keesick Olsen), was born in 192¢hat the colonizers
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designated as northwestern Ontario. The centreméihcestral homeland was
Namegosibiing, which translates as Trout Waterstied northeast of the town of
Red Lake and north of the cities of Kenora and BrydHer parents raised her
steeped in Anishinaabe culture and lifeways, infaesl strongly by her beloved
paternal grandfather, Giizhik, a powerful healed aredicine manNimishoomis
means “my grandfather,” and thus the book’s tidaweys
Dedibaayaanimanook’s decision to follow her gratitdds teachings. Because of
intense headaches that have plagued her all beDiddibaayaanimanook was not
sent to residential school, and there was no ledabol. Thus her childhood was
disrupted only peripherally byemitigoozhi cultural influences. Reserve
boundaries and Indian agents had little impacemlife, which was shaped by
predictable seasonal movements, mostly by candwgeba locations that offered
resources for the family. Her family interactectertain ways with the newcomer
society, which became increasingly unavoidable bes®f the depletion of
animal resources caused by logging, mining, andeeraial fishing. But all this
was handled and understood within an Anishinaataraliframework. Thus, the
book depicts the experience of encroachment froMrashinaabe perspective.

The book’s main focus is daily life, with a parti@uemphasis on
Anishinaabe terms, values, activities, and prastiés Agger notes in the
introduction, the project originated with her reation that
Dedibaayaanimanook’s grandchildren knew little ef tipbringing in a
traditional Anishinaabe family (2). The first fiehapters (of nine) are primarily
about daily living, describing food-gathering adies, short- and long-distance
travel around the homeland, incidents that occymad terms for all kinds of
things, such as times of year and particular icenfo There are stories about
curses and healing, describing how the specialtsalipowers Anishinaabe
people nurtured were used for both good and iler&lare hunting stories, animal
lore, and tales of family interaction. What is nabethy in
Dedibaayaanimanook’s story, Agger communicateseiso much its events, but
the cultural framework in which they occurred, whitas been so greatly eroded
since then by the influence of tivemitigoozhi world. Dedibaayaanimanook
experienced a full-fledged, wholistic Anishinaaberld, lived and understood
entirely in the Anishinaabe language, painstakimybserved from outsider
interference. That this occurred in the middle gexrthe twentieth century is
remarkable. More importantly, it illuminates a gaehl about the Anishinaabe
culture that Agger and other contemporary descesdaish to record, retrieve,
and reinvigorate.

Helen Agger makes clear at the outset that hereaggat with her mother
was to respect the choices, inclusions, and sitetiwd resulted from her
traditional Anishinaabe upbringing. Accordinglyetke were restrictions on
speaking about certain people who were deceasedrgieasant subjects were
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avoided. Among other things, this approach meattsbme of the more painful
effects of colonization, particularly growing prels with alcohol among
Anishinaabeg, were excluded from the text. Thegegiis understandable in
many ways, but it means that the story told hemneasmplete, as Agger
emphasizes in the introduction. “The sickness oblablism, along with all of its
worst consequences, were daily realities for NarsiggoAnishinaabe people to
some degree..Readers are urged not to forget about the fatthleaubiquitous
effects of alcoholism existed every day in people'ass, particularly as the
narrative moves into the early 1950s” (5). The fachowever, that it is difficult
to bear this in mind while reading the book, siitée never mentioned and there
is little to cue the reader to the issue. Thesécelschave clearly heightened the
typical effect of interviewing older people abohleir lives, that is, the preference
for remembering primarily positive, even nostalgiemories and suppressing
painful experiences. How much it distorts the readsense of
Dedibaayaanimanook’s life is impossible to tellt bertainly this account is
selective. A few sentences here and there alluddedgoersonal conflict and
personal difficulties of relatives, but the referes are brief and extremely
careful. The effect is particularly pronouncedhe thapters dealing with her
childhood, while the second half of the book, cawgher adult years, is more
open about difficulties. Dedibaayaanimanook maraeemitigoozhi, a
Norwegian immigrant who introduced commercial fighto Namegosibiing, and
who had his own difficulties with alcohol. Becaugenarrying “out,” and
because of her husband’s attitudes about her faandyculture, she became
distant from many of her relatives and was ablenjpart only bits and pieces of
her language and culture to her six children.

Helen Agger has recorded a lost world, destroyethbyeuro-Canadian,
industrial approach to land use and the state cgmpa assimilate First Nations
people. This book is one important attempt to aagptine memory of that world,
as contemporary Anishinaabeg seek to regain teagtrs, skills, and knowledge
on which it was founded.
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