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\ Workshop Objectives

Reflection: What are your objectives for this workshop?

What are Feeds?

Feeds (or “web feeds”) are online content that have been marked-up and can be useful for current
awareness.

A web feed is a way for websites to continuously “feed” you announcements of their latest content, with
links to each new item. To instantly learn what's new on a site, just check its feed.

RSS

¢ Rich Site Summary, renamed - RDF Site Summary (RSS 1.0)
e Really Simple Syndication (RSS 2.0)
e An XML application for publishing content on the web

Atom

A competing protocol which offers an alternative to RSS for the same purpose.

What is a blog?
Web log = Blog
A website powered by software that simplifies publishing, organizing, and syndicating web content.

Blogs are online journals where individuals, or groups of individuals, or institutions may post information,
links, or headlines. The information is organized in reverse chronological order, so the most recent
posting is the first. Many blogs also have added organizational attributes: archives by month/year of
previous posts, and posts organized by subject matter.
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How does RSS work?

In the same way that a web page is a file that uses HTML coding to determine how the page is displayed,
RSS is a file that uses XML (Extensible Mark-up Language) to encode headlines, titles and text so that

they can be read by an RSS reader.

If a website has an RSS (or Atom) feed, it might make it obvious by using a little orange RSS or XML, or
“subscribe using...” button. Otherwise you can usually tell by the format of the page, as in this example of

a blog:

Library Web Chic

Resources for Bbrarians who are interasted in the application of web design and technologies in libranes

Creating Print Stylesheets for Your Blog

| spent part of today writing print stylesheets for our Movable Type
weblogs and my own persenal blog, One ting | Bank 15 crucad with
print stylesheets is that less is more. This means a couple of things
when you are trying to optimize the page for print. First, that
atyleshect you have heen usng o along needs to be set up 50 that it
is for screen only, This means in Movable Type you take and change
Hhus:

<link. rel="stylesheet” href="<sMTBloGURLS -stylas-site.css”
bype="text/css” /=

to this

<fink rel="stylesheet” href="<gMTHlIOQURLS -styles-site.css”
type="text/rss” meda="screen” 3

If you don't do this you will be fighting your screen styles when you
ereate your pont stylesheet. This s bad and makes lots mone waork.
Having the styleshaet only be for media-type "screen” is the default in
Waordpress so you don't have to worry about this. Once yvou have done
this you can start formatting the print vession from scratch, Without 3
print styleshest youll gat a very plain looking page. THIS 15 OKAY| In
Faet s what you want se that you can add minsmal formatting to make
vour page look good when it is printed.The mast important thing you

i ik b e G simb ik e mk dm Talela® baim el " 1o

Home
About

Articles and Presentations

Uipeaming Presentatinns
Contact He

My Blogroll

My FURL Archive

Stories - Tutorials & Code
Demonstrations

Archives

* Oclul 200
September 2005

If you click the XML or RSS button, you get a page (the source code) that looks something like this:

<!-- gensrator="wordpress/Z.0.2" —-->

— <rss version="2.0">
— <channel>

<title>Library Web Chic</title>
<linl=http//www librarywebchic net'wordpress</link=

— <description>

Resources for librarians who are interested in the application of web design and technologies in libraries

</description>

<pubDate>=Thu, 06 Apr 2006 17:56:56 +0000</pubDate>
<generator>http:/wordpress.org/?v=1.0.2</generator>
<language>en</language>

<item>

<title>Creating Print Stylesheets for Your Blog=/title>
— <link>
http://www librarywebchic net/wordpress/2006/04/06/creating-print-stylesheets-for-your-blog/
</link>
— <comments>
http://www librarywebchic net/wordpress/2006/04/06/creating-print-stylesheets-for-your-blog/#comments
</comments>
<pubDate>Thu, 06 Apr 2006 17:36:36 +0000</pubDate>
<de:creator=Karen</dc:creator=
<category>CSS</category>
— <guid isPermaLink="false">
http://www librarywebchic net/wordpress/2006/04/06/creating-print-stylesheets-for-your-blog/
</guid>
— <description>

1 spent part of today writing print stylesheets for our Movable Type weblogs and my own personal blog. One thing I think is crucial with print stylesheets is that less is more. This means a couple of

things when you are trying to optimize the page for print. First, that stylesheet you have been using [...]
</description>
— <content:encoded>

<p= I spent part of today writing print stylesheets for our Movable Type weblogs and my own personal blog. One thing I think is crucial with print stylesheets is that less is more. This means a
couple of things when you are trying to optimize the page for print. First, that stylesheet you have been using all along needs to be set up so that it is for screen only. This means n Movable Type you
take and change this</p> <p>&li;link rel=&#8221 stylesheet&#8221; href=&#8221 . &Mt;SMTBlogURL $ &gt styles-site css&#822 1 ; type=&#8221 text/css&#8221; /&gt-<br /> to this<br />

&l link rel=&#8221 stylesheet&#8221; href=&#8221.&1t;SMTBlogURL S& gt styles-site css&#8221; type=&#8122 1 text/css&#8221; media=& #8221 screen&#8221; /&gt. </p> <p> If you
don&#8217:t do this you will be fighting your screen styles when you create your print stylesheet. This is bad and makes lots more work. Having the stylesheet only be for media-type

&HER220 screen& #8221 is the defanlt in Wordnress so vom don&#8217t have to worrv ahont this Once vom have done this von can start formattine the nrint version from seratch. Withont a nrint
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Not all sites use the RSS or XML style buttons, since publishing content in this format has become so
ubiquitous. Most of the time, it is obvious by the format of the webpage that the content is in the form of a
feed. Sometimes the site will have a unique button, icon, or link inviting you to subscribe to the content
using a feed reader.

What does RSS look like? ﬂ Ll ]
Bloglines

Most blogs, RSS, and Atom formatted web pages can be read m [RSS |

by any of these readers. Just look for the subscribe button on Subscribe, | 8 & newsooror | (ES m

a website to add the site to your feed reader. [XML R ] XML | ESSEEXE] )
I A I f 2006 d d d h . E;gii_FEEDSTER -IH' F,:LI] J
n April 0 , an attempt was made to tandardize the icon X rss [REEL :
used to indicate content was available in the form of a feed. mm XML W e

XML

This icon can be any colour, and is represented by the small Rss B d s | NewsDesk
square portraying broadcast signals: F,_\j [resles | g EERIE
o

This workbook is going to use Bloglines as an example feed reader.

What is a Podcast?

A podcast, simply stated, is an audio file (usually MP3) available via RSS. That means
you can subscribe to audio content similar to the way you can subscribe to
textual/image content.

The word podcast combines the terms iPod and broadcast, but podcasts can be
listened to using any device that can play audio content (e.g. a PC or MP3 player).

Many podcasts are available free of charge, and can take the format of a radio show, a training program,
music, fiction, IT manual, etc.
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Why should | use RSS?

If you think you already get enough email in a day, you may wonder how reading more content from feeds
is going to benefit you and your work. The advantage to RSS is that it can keep a good part of your
current awareness content separate from your email, thus freeing up your inbox for more personal or
direct communication.

Compared to other forms of sharing information, RSS offers several advantages:

e Less clicking: Avoid repeatedly checking websites to see if there is any new content; content is
delivered to you in one place

e Avoid clutter and spam in your inbox; no pop-ups

e |tems appear as unread until you look at them (or tag them for future reading) and do not get lost
in your inbox; once read, they will not appear again

e Streamlined appearance of text in an easy-to-read and easy-to-navigate display interface.

e RSS feeds often available for tables of contents (TOCs)

e SDI: Search once, have new search results delivered to you without re-executing the search

Technologies for Communication

email emailing lists RSS feeds
Two-way communication Mostly one-way communication Mostly one-way communication
One-to-one One-to-many One-to-many
one-to-many Many-to-many
Letter by post Mass-mailings, newsletters, Newpapers, magazines
conference networking

Methods for getting feeds

The most commonly used method is feed readers or aggregators. A feed reader is like a web browser for
RSS formatted content.

Feed (or RSS) readers keep a list of your chosen feeds, check those feeds regularly, and display their
contents for you in a readable format.

You subscribe to a particular feed, and your reader will then check that feed and list the latest items and
summaries from that site, in date and time order. It does this for each feed that you subscribe to. You can
then quickly scan your list of feeds to see which have new content, and then quickly scan the new content
from each individual feed. You can choose to do this once a week, once or day, or more often than that —
and the reader will just show you what's new since you last looked.

There are several types of feed readers, with lots of different readers to choose from, depending on how
you prefer to work. Some are stand-alone or web-based, while others are integrated into browsers or
email clients. Finally, it is possible to create email alerts from feeds for those who prefer not to use a
reader to monitor content.

6
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Below is a list of the various methods for getting feeds, with some examples.

1. Web-based feed readers
Bloglines
Google Reader

2. Desktop feed readers
FeedDemon
NetNewsWire

3. Start Page or Portal
NetVibes
MyYahoo!

4, Built-in/add-in to Browsers
Internet Explorer 7
Firefox
Flock
Opera 9
Safari

5. Email-based client
NewsGator
Thunderbird 2

6. Subscribe using email
R|Mail
RSSfwd

A complete list of feed readers is available from RSS Compendium at http://allrss.com/rssreaders.html

Keeping Up

Workbook
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\ Creating a Bloglines Account

How do | register with Bloglines?

Bloglines is an easy way to organize and keep track of feeds. It seems to be popular with librarians,
perhaps because it's so easy to use and access.

e Go to Bloglines and register.
e You will need to enter your email address and a password (see Bloglines privacy policy).

e Make sure to mark down your username (email address) and password for future use!

BLOGLINES

Username:

Password:

e Once you submit your information, you will have to click on the link in their confirmation email to
be fully registered.

How can | change the settings in my account?
e Click on Account in the upper right corner to change your email address or password.

e You can also change Other Account Settings here such as your time zone, the language
(English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish), whether you would like to subscribe to
the Bloglines newsletter, or the font size.

Blog Settings User Profile Feed Options Publisher Tools  Developer Tools

8
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http://www.bloglines.com/register
http://www.bloglines.com/about/privacy

Downloading the Bloglines Notifier

The Bloglines Notifier is an application you can download to any machine and set up to alert you when
you have new items to read from your subscriptions. It is also an easy access point to your Bloglines
account.

It works similarly to an email notifier that sits in your system tray and notifies you when you have new
mail.

If you often use the same workstation (i.e. at the office or at work), it is recommended that you download
the Notifier to each machine.

e Make sure you've Bl l o~ elcome literatelibraria
selected the Feeds Og lnes 5]
tab in the upper left _ i
corner. J FEEdEL Blog : Clippings : Playlists Forums Search

e At the bottom of the Feeds column, under Additional Features =

Keeping Up

Additional Features, you should see a link called
Download Notifier: Click on it.

Find your operating system in the list. The
Windows Notifier supports
95/98/ME/2000/NT/XP.

Download it to your machine. In Internet
Explorer, you will be prompted to run or save the
Notifier: hit Run (don’t worry about the security
messages about the publisher).

Once you've installed it, the Bloglines icon

should show up in your System Tray (bottom
right of your screen) if you're using Windows.

@.ﬁl@@ B @N +12rM

E] Image Wall
E] Recommendations | Tips

El Create Email Subscriptions

E] Open Notifier(Download Motifier

E] Get a Subscribe To Bloglines Button

El Easy Subscribe Bookmarklet

E] Tell A Friend
E] Import Subscriptions

E] Export Subscriptions

E] Directory

EI Share

Remember: If you change your email address in Bloglines, you will have to update it in the
Notifier as well: Right-click on the Notifier icon, click on Settings, and change email address there.

Workbook
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£} Tools for Adding Feeds to Bloglines

You can subscribe to a feed using one of at least 5 methods:

(1) Click on the RSS icon in your browser URL box (Firefox v. 1.5 or up, Safari) or browser
toolbar (Internet Explorer 7)

or
(2) Use the Subscribe with Bloglines bookmarklet which you must install in your Bookmarks
or Links toolbar
or
(3) On the Download Notifier page, you can download the Internet Explorer Extension to add
a Bloglines: Subscribe option to your right-click context menu in IE.
or
(4) In Bloglines, use the Search for posts or Subscribe to URL options in the select menu
(drop-down box) in the upper right corner.
or
(5) Click on the XML, RSS, ATOM, Sub with Bloglines, Bloglines button or link within the
website containing the feed; then use the Subscribe with Bloglines button (you will
sometimes have to use this extra step)
(1) RSS icon in browser URL bar r' j

Both Firefox v. 1.5 and higher as well as Internet Explorer 7.0 display an RSS icon in their URL (or
address) bar if the browser is able to auto-discover a feed. If a feed icon is not present, don’t assume that
feeds are not available. Still, this is the easiest tool to use if you would like to subscribe to an RSS feed.

File Edit Wew History Bookmarks Tools Help FlrefOX

@5 @

(gl |B http: {pmwew.information-iteracy.net/

& I cc/cHEBLOG | [(MFLAG BLOG | Next Blogn Subscribe to this page...
@.\-:_/. - |B http: ffwwew.information-iteracy.net/ V|
. File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
52? H"R? IBTheInformaﬁonLiteracyLand of Confusion ] l ﬁ e E;j M Eé.! §

The Information Literacy Land of Confusion - Atom (new)
The Information Literacy Land of Confusion - RSS (new)
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(2) Bookmarklet (requires install)

A bookmarklet lives on the links bar of your browser. It Additional Features =

is a small Javascript program that automates some [ 1mage wall

repetitive tasks or adds new functionality to your [ Recommendations | Tips

browser. The Bloglines bookmarklet can be used to [ create Email Subscriptions

subscribe to a feed in one click. This is particularly (3] Open Notifier | %

useful if you are still using Internet Explorer v. 6. B t;e:tasmhswhni
ution

E’ Easy Subscribe Bookmarklet
E] Tell A Friend
B Import Subscriptions

E’ Export Subscriptions
E] Directory

E’ Share

How do | install the Bloglines Subscribe bookmarklet in my browser?

Make sure the Feeds tab is selected (top left), scroll down if necessary to Additional Features and click on
Easy Subscribe Bookmarklet

On the right panel you will see these instructions on using these Bookmarklets. For Firefox browsers you
can just drag the button to the bookmark bar of your browser.

If you use Internet Explorer:

For IE the process is slightly different: right-click on the button within the IE instructions and select Add to
Favorites.

Add it to the Links folder under Favorites: This will allow you to display the bookmarklet in your IE Links
Toolbar.

Make sure the Links toolbar is visible (from the IE menu, ensure View > Toolbars > Links is
checked).
The Bloglines bookmarklet in IE 6:

A InfoPill - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit View Favarites Tools Help

. — it
- 1 .Y ] e -
e Back </ |£| |EL| | Search 1. Favorites )

@ http: ffinfopil.blogspat, com/

: Address

Links ;Ej Sub with Bloglines @ BlogThis! ;E[ Web monitor @ Howard Ross
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(3) Right-click context menu for IE (requires install)

B

Additional Features

o Make sure the Feeds tab is selected (top () 1mage wall
left), scroll down if necessary to ‘Additional (5] Recommendations | Tips

Features’ and click on Download Notifier

e On the right, click on Internet Explorer [ Create Email Subscriptions

Extension [:] open Notifier | Download NUtiﬁE%
Click DOWn|Oad NQW . [ Get a Subscribe To Bloglines Butt
Egggw the instructions provided on the B} Easy Subscribe Bookmarkdet

e Don't worry about the security warnings: [ Tell A Friend
Click Run, Run when prompted 1) Import Subscriptions

e Close Internet Explorer; the next time you

. E] Export Subscriptions
use IE, you will be able to use the

Bloglines: Subscribe option in your right- (3 pirectory » Mozilla Notifier Extension
click context menu () share » Firefox Livelines Extension

+ Internet Explorer Extensio
+ Unix/Gnome Notifier Q‘b
+ Unix/KDE MNotifier

If pop-ups are blocked on your machine, you can access this menu
item by holding down the Ctrl key while you click on the Bloglines: Subscribe link.

(4) Bloglines

You can also subscribe to feeds using
Bloglines or other feed readers. ¢B) | Account | Help | Log Out

Search for Posts v a

Search for Posts
Search for Feeds
Search for Citations
Search the Weh
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(5) Feed link or icon on a web page

Many blogs or news sites feature buttons or links within their web pages which advertise the fact that a
feed is available. If you click on these links, you will often see the .xml file. However, it's not necessary to
view the .xml file to subscribe: you should be able to subscribe using your Bloglines bookmarklet (see 2)
or the right-click context menu in Internet Explorer (see 3). You can also copy and paste the .xml URL
into Bloglines (see 5). In some cases, an RSS button or link will be present on the web page but your
browser will not know a feed is available (see 1), so it's useful to know what other options you have for
subscribing, even if you are using Firefox or Internet Explorer 7.

Weather | Sign in for local news and weatherm

‘;-
chc.cai® rwo w RADIO-CANADA G | SHOP

CBCNEWS WORLD

[F==] World News Feed MI-5's missed chance:
NEWS » 'h Transit bombers tailed
but not stopped

MEXICO
Connie Watson

Abortion fight creates

IW::rId multi-faceted schism

I Canada Britain's government is
[ et resisting calls for a public IN DEETH
== inquiry after news that agents Sikh militancy

y were watching two suicide
bombers more than a year
before they killed 52 London
! SETED transit passengers. & more »

The force behind the

I Arts & Entertainment
bambing

I Technology & Science

I D TRAC

13
Keeping Up Workbook WILU 2007



Subscribing to Feeds

Subscribing to feeds from pre-selected sources

Try subscribing to one or more of the following feeds using any of the tools described previously. Explore
their content before deciding if the feed is of interest to you:

Information literacy feeds:

Information Literacy In Canada (CLA Interest Group)
Information Literacy Land of Confusion

Information Literacy and Fluency (EDUCAUSE)
Information Literacy Weblog

Information Literacy by Example

Librarians with Class

Teaching and learning feeds:

elearnspace
Learning for 2020
Teaching and Learning (EDUCAUSE)

Library feeds:

ACRLog

The Kept-Up Academic Librarian
librarian.net

LISnews.org

TechSource

14
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o

Finding and Selecting Feeds

Search engines, directories, predefined feeds

If you want to see what feeds are out there, use a directory/search engine for blogs or feeds to browse or
search using keywords. The directory will bring back a list of feed posts that match those keywords.
Viewing more of the posts of a particular feed will likely give you an idea about whether or not you would
like to subscribe to that feed.

General:

Technorati

e Lists top searches, top tags, search in blog posts, tags or directories
Google Blog Search

e Allows you to create an RSS feed based on a search

BlogPulse

e Trend search allows you to graph trends in use of terminology within the blogosphere
e “A service of Nielsen BuzzMetrics”

Your Feed Reader (e.g., Bloglines)

Library:

LibWorm

e Over 1,500 RSS feeds searched; create an RSS feed from a predefined search
e Predefined feed categories, subjects, tags

LisZen

e Search over 600 library blogs; search plugin for IE 7 and Firefox 2.0
Blogging Libraries Wiki

e Created by Amanda Etches-Johnson; updated in wiki fashion

e Organized into categories of libraries (academic, public, school, special)
e Additional categories: library associations, library Director blogs, internal blogs

Blawg Search
e Search legal blogs and create an RSS feed from a predefined search

Academic:

Intute RSS channels
e Pre-defined RSS channels by subject: Subscribe to be notified of new resources within a subject
Peterson’s College and University Feed Directory

e Links organized by categories, e.g. blogs, journals and publications, news, podcasts, research
centers, technology

Academic Blog Portal
e List of academic blogs by subject, updated in wiki fashion
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Find feeds using a directory
Try browsing in LisZen for starters.

Search will retrieve items, or postings, containing the keyword you entered: Remember that posts are
individual entries within a blog, and form part of the feed: They are not the feed itself.

List of Blogs organizes library-related feeds alphabetically by title.

e Goto List of Blogs

e For example: InfoPill — click on the link to take you to the blog itself

Use your Subscribe with Bloglines bookmarklet or any other method that works for you to add this feed to
Bloglines

Subscribing to Table of Contents

Journal Table of Contents
Alternative to emailed TOC alerts.

Many journal publishers now offer table of contents alerts in RSS format. Most links are available from the
individual journal home page, and some offer groups of journals as a single feed.

The following publishers offer feeds of their journals’ table of contents:

ACS Publications IEEE Xplore

American Institute of Physics Ingenta Connect

APA PsycAtrticles JAMA & Archives

APS Journals Lippincott Williams & Wilkins
arXiv National Research Council (NRC) Canada
BioMed Central RSS Feeds Nature Publishing Group
Blackwell Synergy Oxford Journals

BMJ Journals Online PL0S — Public Library of Science
Cambridge Journal Online PNAS Journals

Cell Press Project MUSE

EDP Sciences ProQuest Dissertations & Theses
Highwire Press Royal Society of Chemistry

IEEE Computer Society University of Chicago Press

For a select listing of individual journals that offer RSS feeds, visit the University of Saskatchewan’s list of
e-journals with RSS feeds at: https://library.usask.ca/ejournals/rss_title/A

Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory can also be searched to find titles that offer feeds. Use the advanced search
feature in the menu and under “features” select RSS Available before conducting a search.
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http://pubs.acs.org/journals/asap/index.html
http://aip.org/rss.html
http://content.apa.org/psycarticles/browse
http://scitation.aip.org/jhtml/APS/alert.jsp
http://uk.arxiv.org/help/rss
http://pscontent.com/biomedcentral.html
http://www.blackwell-synergy.com/
http://www.bmjjournals.com/
http://journals.cambridge.org/action/byFeeds
http://www.chembiol.com/misc/page?page=feeds
http://www.edpsciences.org/index.cfm?id_langue=1&niv1=author&niv2=list_current_journals
http://www.highwire.org/customize/#myalerts
http://www.computer.org/portal/cms_docs_cs/csdl/jsp/rss/index.jsp?content=yes
http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/xpl/periodicals.jsp
http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content
http://pubs.ama-assn.org/misc/rssfeed.dtl
http://www.lwwonline.com/
http://pubs.nrc-cnrc.gc.ca/cgi-bin/rp/rp2_jour_e
http://npg.nature.com/npg/servlet/Content?data=xml/02_newsfeed.xml&style=xml/02_newsfeed.xsl
http://www.oxfordjournals.org/our_journals/
http://www.plos.org/journals/
http://www.pnas.org/help/citetrack/journals.dtl
http://feeds.muse.jhu.edu/latest_issues.html
http://www.proquest.com/syndication/rss/disstheses.shtml
http://www.rsc.org/Publishing/Technology/rss.asp
http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/rss.html
https://library.usask.ca/ejournals/rss_title/A

Repository Contents

Some institutional or subject repositories allow subscriptions using feed readers. Rather than monthly or
guarterly updates as for TOCs, these alert you whenever new content is added.

Some repositories allow you to create a customized feed by subject or author.

Library and information science repositories that offer feeds:

E-LIS: E-prints in Library & Information Science

CORIL: Cooperative Online Repository for Information Literacy

Reflection: For what topics would you like to keep current?

Subject Areas:

Journals:

Blogs:
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£) Create and Save a Search Alert as an RSS Feed

Saved search feature available via:
Google News or Google Blog Search

Say yOU WOUId Ilke to Web Images Video Mews Maps more »

C‘O & )gle blogurlwww.resourceshelf.com {teaching OR "informati

[ Search Blogs ][ Search the Web

e Go to Google Blog Search

Blog Search Results 1- 10 of about 70
Published
i Finding the Skills for Tomorrow: Information Literacy and Museum ...
¢ Type In yOUr SearCh query' II::E: I;guhrcurs 7 Mar Z?H_" by resourceshelf -

Last day The interviews were analyzed to develop an understanding of the information literacy skills
. . Past week of museum information professionals. This paper presents the results of this analysis, and
) DO you ||ke ReSOurce Shelf but f|nd Past month discusses the state of information literacy in ...
. »Anytime resourceshelf - http:/fwww resourceshelf.com
the amount of content overwhelming? Choose Dates
: H H H New Webliography: Using technology in teaching and learning ...
Restrict a search to this site using et
. § MNew Webliography: Using technolegy in teaching and leaming: Resources to help you

blogurl :www.resourceshelf.com and Subscribe navigate a digital world This excellent set of resources was compiled by Bryan Alexander.
add your Search terms [~ Blogs Alerts research director for the Mational Institute for Technology and ...

. resourceshelf - http:/fwww resourceshelf.com
Atom fot i

Webcast: MIT's Ann Wolpert Moderates Discussion on Managing ...

e Once Google has returned results, 10 Apr 2007 _
A . Webcast: Managing Copyright To Advance Research And Teaching Recorded at MIT on
yOU can CIICk on RSS 18] the |eft-hand January 25. 2007 The program runs 101 minutes. The MIT Libraries’ IAP panel on authors

column to subscribe to that saved search. To subscribe to the feed, click on the Subscribe with
Bloglines button in your toolbar.

Sites providing saved search feeds: €.g.
blinkx

Feedster PubNed

www.pubmed, gov

Google News =
Google Blog Search e TR o n S e WA 2o [save Semeh
MSN Live Search e s
PubMed A 17684 | Review 1402 %) i
technorati ttems 120 of 17834 Fretr

Topix Emai

™ 1: GroverFL

Wasalive! T Atlast, inequities in reimbursement modified by real evidend
Yahoo Pipes
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Saved search feature in proprietary databases

EBSCOhost

e Goto LISTA: Library and Information Science & Technology Abstracts (free database)

http://www.libraryresearch.com/

Signin | (3 Folder | Preferences | New Features! | Help

e Click on New Features in the upper right corner [ More Free Resotitces |

e Check the Try It! box under One
Step Alerts

e Click on Create alert for this search

e  Subscribe to the link

One Step Alerts

[ Try it! [ Feature enabled

You will be able to create an Alert directly from the Result List, Search History, or the Publication list.Create
instant RSS feed Alerts by clicking on the orange RSS Feed icons

Resuhs for: DE “information iterscy” () Asd search to fosder [ Dispiay tink to searcn [EJ Create alen for ts searchy |

Find: DE “infarmatian Raracy in | Salecta Fuold jopbonal VT Search || CloalCresis set for i sesch
and ¥ in | Salact a Field (opsional ]
and (¥ 0 | Sglaet a Freld jopbonal =3 )
" Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts @ J%

Refine Search * Search MestoryAlerts ~ Resulis Ta store Mems added 1o the folder for @ Niture Sesskon, Sign i to My EBSCONGSL

Al Resulis: 1.10 of 1540 Page: 12 3 4 5 Hext Sort by: | Dater w| o agd 110

See: All Results & Academic Jourmals M Magazines B Booke/Monagraphs

arraw Results by Subject 1. Too

. Tools Manane L Schoc Modha Actnatses -]
Ionthly. M . Wol. Z . wagrams, Thw, (AN S

Subscription databases offering custom search feeds (SDI):

EBSCOhost

Engineering Village 2

Scopus

Web of Knowledge

Subscription databases offering RSS channels:

Factiva

Proquest http://www.il.proquest.com/syndication/rss/rss.shtml

Keeping Up
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£)) Organizing Your Feeds

Once you've added feeds into Bloglines, you can edit, and sort or re-order the feeds themselves and
“clip” particularly useful items from feeds into your own Clippings file for later reference.

Mark &l Read

B Eloglines | News
[ Library Web Chic
£3 General stuff
3 News & Media
3 meaill
£3 Academic Librarianship (0) (1)
£ Health Librarian (o) (2)
£ Infermation Literacy (07 (2)
£3 Cpen Access
£ Teaching
£ Professional Dev (1)

Keeping Up

Click on the Edit link, and the left hand side of your screen will
refresh to look like this:

v
gl
(=
=2,
| e
=
D
on

Add Options
(Finished)

Choose Operation... M

% Mew Folder fif Trash

B 57 feeds [Manual]
] Bloglines | Mews
[ Library Web Chic
£3 General Stuff [A-Z]
£3 News & Media [&-Z]
3 Meaill [4-Z]
£ academic Likrarianship [4-Z]
£ Health Librarian [&-Z]

El 5 Information Literacy [&-Z]
[ FORMIST informations

E Information Literacy by Example
[ Information Literacy in Canada

E The Information Literacy Land of
Confusion

[ Informaticn Literacy Weblog
E Librarians with class

EThE Flagiarism Elog
[4E-us

[ eliterateLibrarian

[ Google Librarian Eleg

[ tnforill

[ libraryassessment.info

E Uzer Education Rescurces for
Librarians

[} ACRL E-Learning

(9 A Critical Librarian
£ Open Access [A-Z]
£3 Teaching [&-Z]
£3 Professicnal Dev [A-Z]
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You can now delete a feed, create folders to categorize your feeds, and move your feeds around into

different folders.

e Create a new folder by clicking on the New Folder icon.

¢ Rename afeed inline. Click once to select the item and click a second time to edit the name.

e Unsubscribe or delete a folder by dragging it to the trash can. (To cancel a drag, tap the

Esc key.)

e To manually sort, simply drag and drop into place; use the arrow keys or mouse wheel to

scroll.

e To sort automatically, make your selection and then choose from the Choose Operation
dropdown menu. You can sort alphabetically, reverse alpha, by oldest or newest first, or by
the number of unread items.

e If you do not wish for some feeds to appear in your blogroll, you can keep them secret. Just
mark them as private using the Choose Operation drop down menu, and those feeds won’t

be listed.

Once you've finished editing your feeds, you must make sure you
click on the Finished link underneath the Edit link, in the top left-

we)
e
(=]
(=]
F
|
=
(1]
N
]

g FeedsL Blog | Clippings || Playlists =

hand corner of your screen, so that the editing options close, and Add Qaijons

you can use your feeds as normal.

Personal

Professional ’

3 44 feeds

3 meaill

£3 Academic Librarianship (0) (1)
£3 Health Librarian (0) (3)

£3 Information Literacy (0] (2)
£3 Open Access

£3 Teaching

£3 Professional Dev (1)

Keeping Up

o

»

Clrmshed)

Choose Operation... V

0% Mew Folder T Trash

83 57 feeds [Manual]
[i3] Bleglines | News
[ Library Web Chiz
£3 General Stuff [A-Z]
£3 Hews & Media [A-Z]
£3 McGill [A-2]
£ Academic Librarianship [A-Z]
£3 Health Librarian [A-Z]

1 ® Tnfarmatinn | itarace [2.71

Bloglines has also added an extra feature of Playlists as an
alternative method for organizing your feeds, similar to the way
one would organize their music. Playlists can be used to group
feeds by when or where you read them, as opposed to folders,
which can be used to organize feeds by subject matter. To use
this features, select the Playlists tab.
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How do | email individual news items?

As you read the items that your feeds find, you may well come across a piece of news that you want to
share with someone else. Bloglines makes it easy for you to do this — each individual news item has an
Email This link at the bottom of it:

Welcome Lorie % @ nitp:/ivww b Email This - Mozilla Fir... |=J|& Il_\_\,l‘«_*l Log Out

Bloglines )

£ Directory. Share ——————— | |, . . Email This =

From: lorie.kloda@meagill.ca

ACRLog To: :genevieve.gore@mcgill.ca

Blogging by and for academic and research librarians B . )
gaing by Subject: Bloglines - Library window prank

1 Item | Expand | Updated: Thu, Apr 13 2006 12:08 PM

Mes=sage To Include:

[Thi= is fanny!
Beyond the Job

Professional tips for librarians: Articles, job-hunting advice, pr her your
library career. Compiled by the Library Job People, Sarah Johr

1 Item | Expand | Updated: Thu, Apr 13 2006 10:42 AM

2 Items| Collapse | Sort Oldest First | Updated: Thu, Apr 13 2006 :

LISNeWS.Org SNews.org
Hineass o iaanefon 1 e SendEmail |

g Library window prank

= = 7 z Done
By Karl on final-exam-in-spatial-reasocning

JET points us to a Cory Doctorow-posted item at BoingBoing: At the Dana Porter Library at the University of Waterloo, Ontario someone went around to every floor
closing blinds =o that a word was spelled in the windows when viewed from outside.

Posted on: Thu, Apr 13 2006 12:18 P Clip/Bleg This | Collapse Keep New: |

Microsoft " Academic Live™ el is | IVE!

e When you click this link, a new window opens — type in the email address of the person you want to
send the item to, add in a message, and click on the Send Email button.

e The recipient gets an email with your message, a snippet of the item, and a link to the original
website.

How do | save news items? Clippings in Bloglines

You may also find that you want to save several items — either to come back to later, or to put a selection
together for a current awareness bulletin, etc.

Again, Bloglines makes this very easy — it allows you to take “Clippings” — and each individual posting

from a feed has a Clip/Blog This link at the bottom.
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| DEGIL A DIUYS

= Directuryg Share

70 subscribers | related feeds edit subscription

Info ation Literacy Weblog

We bring you news and reports about information literacy around the world
1 Itemn | Updated: Wed, Apr 12 2006 2:12 PM

Plagiarism conference
By Sheila Webber

The JISC funded 2nd International Plagiarism Conference 2006 takes place in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK, 19-21 June 2006. They haven't yet posted the
conference programme, but it will be focused on issues like "Plagiarism and institutional risk management " and "ethics in teaching, learning and asseszsment": see
http://www.jiscpas.ac.ulk/conference2006/index.html

It i= organised by Northumbria learning (http://www.northumbrialesrning.co.uk) who specialise in the anti-plagiarism area and have a newsletter on their website
"designed to keep you up to date with the issues and activities surrounding the subject of plagiarism prevention and detection, and IT use in the education sector”
Mo photos today as I am posting this in a hotel foyer in Stockholm - tomorrow I'm giving a seminar on "Workplace infromation literacy” with Ola Pilerot. Hope to report

on this tomorrow!
| Clip/Blog This

e When you click this link, a new window opens that has the title of the item, and a URL. You can type
in further text here if you wish.

1 Reference

Posted on: Mon, Apr 3 2006 12:46 PM | Updated: Thu, Apr 6 2006 5:15 PM | Email Thi

Keean New:

e Then just click the Save to Clippings folder button at the bottom of that window. You get a message to
say that the item has been clicked, and can close that window.

e To find your clippings, click on the Clippings tab in the top left hand corner of your screen.

;:f_“" |",
gy /

L ]
e Your screen will refresh and display a list of the clippings you Blo llnes

have made. ) Clippings Playlists-- =
Edit
e Click on a title in your list to display the item in full on the i3 6 feeds
right hand side of your screen. 2 Info Literacy

= &3 Health Librarian
E @ your health library

E Mew Version of the NLM Gateway

E &3 other
E PowerPoint's "Presenter View”

e Again, you can edit, delete, re-order and sort your clippings,
using the links at the top of the screen.

E Comment tools for Eszay grading
. How to set up dual monitors

3 searching

23 Librarian
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) Sharing Your Feeds with Colleagues

What is a blogroll?

A blogroll is a list of the feeds that an individual subscribes to with their feed reader. It is like a list of

“favourites” or “bookmarks” of feeds.

Where can my colleagues find my blogroll?

People can view your public subscriptions on the Bloglines web site. Refer people to the blogroll URL:

http://www.bloglines.com/public/[user name]

e.g. http://www.bloglines.com/public/literatelibrarian

For this page to be viewable, you must do the following:

Forums | Search

)
]

(=]
il

l
o

Home = My Account = Blog Settings

Blog Settings

Basics User Profile

Feed Options

@ Account

Search for F

Publisher Tocls Dewveloper Tools

* User Name

Show My Blog

Show My Blogroll

Blog Title

Blog Description

Save Changes

literatelibrarian

O Yes, publish my Elog
® Mo, keep my Blog private

® Yes, publish my Blogroll
O No, keep my Blogroll private

Required for Elogaing, Blaarolls, |
Email Subscriptions. This name w
sign your Blog posts.

If you make your blog private, it
accessible by you. If public, your
accessible at:

http:/ /www.bloglines.com/bl

If vou make your blogroll private
be accessible by vou. If public, v
will be accessible at:

http:/ /www.bloglines.com/pL

e In Account 2 Blog Settings, enter a User Name, and select Yes, publish my Blogroll

They will be able to view your public subscriptions and export them to an OPML (Outline Processor

Markup Language, a type of XML) file.

Keeping Up

Workbook
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http://www.bloglines.com/public/literatelibrarian

OPML

What's an OPML file? OPML stands for Outline Processor Markup Language and it is used to create
outlines. In Bloglines, it is used to create a reading list of the feeds to which you subscribe. It makes it
easy to move your feeds from one reader to another, for example, while maintaining your folder
organization.

We have created an OPML reading lists which lives on an external server. You can download the file to
your computer and then import the file into Bloglines, if you would like to quickly subscribe to a bunch of
information literacy feeds and would rather not add them one at a time:

http://hosting.opml.org/literatelibrarian/informationliteracy.opml

Privacy

Are you concerned about making your blogroll public and exposing everything in it to others? Fortunately,
there is a private feature within Bloglines which allows you to make individual feed subscriptions or entire
folders private if preferred:

4 Feeds.L BlogE l:,lippingsE Playlists TO make a fOIder p“Vate:

Add Options i ) .
(Finished) ¢ Right below the Feeds tab, click on Edit
Choose Operation v | [ Submit | e Select the folder you would like to make private (selected folders
Choose Operation... |y will be covered in a grey banner; to select multiple folders, hold
Sy down the Ctrl key as you select the folders)
Sort: Unread
Sort: Oldest First e From the Choose Operation... menu, select Mark Public

Saort: Mewest First

e Click on the Submit button

Mark Private
sl e When done, be sure to click on (Finished) toward the top of the

[l

Mahile: Displayed — column
Hlobile. Hidden bt

= MEQIT CIoTarTarT =72 |
3 Information Literacy [&-Z]
e} Open Access [A-Z]

e} Teaching [A-Z]

3 Professional Dev [a-Z]

To mark an individual feed as private:

Maore Optisns

e Open the feed in Bloglines el o ——
+ Click on ecit subscription (upper 1 EECEETETEERY FERPRYPeTS e ooy peperpey e
right corner) Urban Word of the Day

X A new definition every day from Urban Dictionary
e Change the Access option from  ooioororo oo oo oo

. . 1 Item |Updated: Tue, May 1 2007 3:55 AM
Public to Private
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Reflection: Sharing feeds

With whom would you like to share your feeds?

Whose blogrolls would you like to see?

| Using Feeds in Libraries

Reflection: What use(s) do you see for feeds/RSS in your library?
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Using RSS to Know More and Do Less

Learning Outcomes
At the conclusion of this unit, participants will be able to:

Recognize a blog, RSS/Atom/XML Feed;

Create an account with a web-based feed reader;

Install a bookmarklet into a web browser to quickly subscribe to new feeds of interest;
Identify directories for locating feeds, journal table of contents alerts, and weblogs in LIS;
Subscribe to several feeds or weblogs on topics of one’s choice;

Create and save a literature search alert as an RSS feed;

Organize feeds by subject area;

Tell colleagues what they are reading.

ONoGA~WNE

Outcome 1 Recognize a blog, RSS/Atom/XML feed

Time Allotment: 30 minutes

Key Learning

1.1 Define blog, RSS, Atom, XML format

1.2 Show examples of blogs, news feeds

1.3 How to post to a blog

1.4 Purpose of RSS & readers (news sources vs. correspondence by email)

1.5 Define newsreader (web-based, desktop, add-ons) with examples; show buttons

Outcome 2 Create an account with a web-based feed reader

Time Allotment: 15 minutes

Key Learning

2.1 Bloglines account creation & verification
2.2 Bloglines account (customize time zone, font, etc.)

2.3 Bloglines notifier

Lorie Kloda & Genevieve Gore
McGill University Library



Outcome 3 Install a bookmarklet into a web browser in order to quickly subscribe to
new feeds of interest

Time Allotment: 10 minutes

Key Learning

3.1 Drag bookmarklet to IE or Firefox browser toolbar

3.2. Demonstrate use of bookmarklet for subscribing to feeds

Outcome 4 Identify directories for locating feeds, journal table of contents alerts, and
weblogs in LIS
Time Allotment: 20 minutes

Key Learning

4.1 Directories & Search Engines for locating blogs and news on a particular topic

Also customized feeds using search terms or tags within a directory is possible
News/Newspaper website updates (e.g. McGill)

Blogs — library related and other

Podcasts

4.2 Names of Publishers that provide RSS feeds for Journal TOCs

Outcome 5 Subscribe to several feeds or weblogs on topics of one’s
choice
Time Allotment: 40 minutes

Key Learning

5.1 Subscribe to feeds from instructor’s list (in workbook) using feature in bloglines
5.2 Subscribe using bookmarklet
5.3 Search a directory and locate a feed to subscribe to

5.4 Select options for a specific feed

Lorie Kloda & Genevieve Gore
McGill University Library



Outcome 6 Create and save a literature search alert as an RSS feed

Time Allotment: 20 minutes

Key Learning

6.1 Tools for creating feeds from custom search results
=  General web search

= RSSdirectories
= Bibliographic databases
6.2 Create a PubSub search and save as an RSS feed

6.3 Create a LISTA account. Create a search, and save as RSS (optional? Insert in workbook only?)

Outcome 7 Organize feeds by subject area

Time Allotment: 10 minutes

Key Learning

7.1 Use “Edit” feature in Bloglines to create folders

7.2 Group feeds into folders, customize order, edit names

Outcome 8 Tell colleagues what they are reading

Time Allotment: 10 minutes

Key Learning

8.1 Define Blogroll
8.2 How to determine your blogroll URL

8.3 Other sharing options: Publish to blog, blog URL, exporting OPML file

Lorie Kloda & Genevieve Gore
McGill University Library
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