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Before embarking on a Second Life Project a few things to consider… 
SL Teaching blogs and web sites
http://www.secondlife.intellagirl.com/ - research and teaching in SL (teaches rhetoric in sl)

http://ets.tlt.psu.edu/virtualworlds/ - teaching in virtual worlds (mainly sl)

http://www.simteach.com/ - SimTeach: Information and Community for Educators using M.U.V.E.'s [Multi-User Virtual Environments]

http://simteach.com/wiki/index.php?title=Institutions_and_Organizations_in_SL – organizations engaged in using SL for teaching and learning
http://infoisland.org/ - Second Life Libraries blog
Second Life official sites
http://blog.secondlife.com/  - official source of information about SL including news of system issues
http://wiki.secondlife.com/wiki/LSL_Tutorial - SL scripting tutorial
McMaster SLURL (Second Life URL)

http://slurl.com/secondlife/Cybrary%20City/31/186/42/ 

Mount Saint Vincent SLURL

http://slurl.com/secondlife/Cybrary%20City/29/10/24
Second Life Glossaries

http://secondlife.com/knowledgebase/index.php?action=glossary
https://wiki.secondlife.com/wiki/Glossary
Useful Second Life program features

	Landmarks
	allows you to return/teleport to your favourite places. May be given to other avatars

	Inventory
	folders where you save all your clothing, avatar shapes, landmarks etc

	Chat
	written communication that anyone in your vicinity can read

	IM
	written communication that only the person or group you address it to can read

	Groups
	groups of avatars formed around common interest. Groups allow for easier communication and sharing of resources


Checklist

Signing up for your avatar - http://www.secondlife.com 

· Choose your Second Life name carefully (you can’t change it later)
· Take advantage of the Second Life orientation session on Orientation Island and resources available on Help Island
· Consider a visit to Second Life Libraries on Information Island
http://slurl.com/secondlife/Info%20Island/89/122/33/ 
· Inquire about

· Info Island tours
· Workshops and orientation sessions

· Allow your self some time to familiarize yourself with the environment and the culture

· Once oriented to environment volunteering is an excellent way to meet people and learn about SL.
Planning your class/session
· Is SL the right platform for you?

· Is the SL platform appropriate to achieve your class objectives

· Let the course content guide how you use Second Life

· Do you have space booked for all your meetings – warning: potential cost

· Do you have space for any learning objects you wish to leave in SL for your students?

· Do you need to create Groups for your class discussions–  warning: small cost per group
(These allow for private group discussion and sharing objects)

· Do you need to upload PowerPoint slides – warning: small cost per slide

· Monitor the SL blog to check for network and platform issues notices 

· Have you set enough class time for orientation and to deal with potential technical problems
During the class

· Consider setting ground rules for avatar behaviour 

· Ensure that everyone knows which mode of communication you are using (chat or instant message) as this may have implications for who can participate and how logs are recorded.
· If you are recording class discussions, let students know which type of conversations might be recorded. Recording conversations with out the consent of avatars is against  the terms of service

· Consider facilitation guidelines for group discussions especially larger groups

· If conducting a lecture, repeat key elements of presentation and check in with students. Not all distractions are visible to the instructor

· If using a slide presentation (aka PowerPoint) ensure that you have a script that does not allow others to control the slides
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