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INTRODUCTION

To facilitate the timely release of Tuberculosis in Canada,
2011, the following seven tables have been extracted from
the Canadian Tuberculosis Reporting System (CTBRS) for
the year 2011. Data included in this pre-release report
represent the total number of active tuberculosis (TB)

HIGHLIGHTS

In Canada for 2011, both the reported number of new
active and re-treatment TB cases (1,607) and the incidence
rate (4.7 per 100,000) remained relatively unchanged from
the numbers reported in 2010. Compared with 2010,
there were no significant changes in the distribution of
cases by province or territory, or by age group (Tables 1,

2 and 3). Foreign-born persons continued to account for
the majority of reported TB cases, while the reported
incidence rate remained highest in the Canadian-born
Aboriginal population (Table 4). Pulmonary TB was

the most commonly reported site of disease in 2011
(Tables 5 and 6). Finally, treatment outcome data for

cases diagnosed in 2010 indicated that over 84% of these
cases were cured or had completed treatment (Table 7).

The three most populous provinces (British Columbia,
Ontario and Quebec) which collectively made up 75%
of Canada’s population in 2011, accounted for 70% of
the total number of reported cases. Nunavut reported
74 active TB cases for 2011, a decrease from 101 cases
reported in 2010; the reported incidence rate of 222.1
per 100,000 population, however, continued to be
highest reported for any province or territory (Table 1).

In 2011, compared with previous years, there was little
change in the overall distribution of reported TB cases
by age group. Individuals between the ages of 25 and
34 years made up the largest number of reported cases,
accounting for 18% of the total. A total of 88 pediatric
cases (those cases under the age of 15 years) were
reported in 2011, accounting for 5% of the all reported
TB cases and representing an incidence rate of 1.5 per
100,000 population. Individuals 75 years of age and
over accounted for 13% of all reported cases but had
the highest reported incidence rate of all age groups
at 8.9 per 100,000 (Table 2).
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cases reported to the Public Health Agency of Canada
(the Agency) as of October 1, 2012. These data should
be considered provisional until publication of the full
report, Tuberculosis in Canada 2011.

For 2011, across the provinces and territories, age
distribution patterns generally followed the national

trend with most cases reported among individuals
between 25 and 34 years of age (Table 3). There were
some geographical variations, however. Newfoundland
and Labrador, New Brunswick, Nunavut, and Saskatchewan
all reported that over 15% of their reported cases were
pediatric cases, compared with less than 8% for each of
the remaining provinces and territories. Similarly, for British
Columbia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador,
Northwest Territories, and Nova Scotia, over 20% of the
reported cases from these areas were 75 years of age or
over, whereas the remaining provinces and territories each
reported that less than 14% of their cases for 2011 were
75 years of age or older (Table 3).

Overall, in 2011, 67% of all reported TB cases were among
foreign-born individuals, 19% among the Canadian-born
Aboriginal population and 12% of cases were among

the Canadian-born non-Aboriginal population. For 2%

of the reported cases, origin was unknown. Origin data
also indicated geographical variations. Alberta, British
Columbia, Ontario and Quebec, each reported that the
majority of cases were among foreign-born individuals.

In Manitoba, Saskatchewan and the North, the majority of
reported cases were among the Canadian-born Aboriginal
population. In the Atlantic provinces, the small number of
reported cases was mostly distributed between foreign-
born and Canadian-born non-Aboriginal populations;
Newfoundland and Labrador, however, did report cases
among the Canadian-born Aboriginal population (Table 4).
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For 2011, pulmonary TB continued to be the major
disease site, representing 67% of all reported cases

(Table 5). Generally, between 2001 and 2011, there has
been little change in the distribution of cases by diagnostic
site; the one exception being the number of primary cases
reported. Although the annual number reported has
always been small, at less than 7% of all cases, between
2001 and 2011 the number has continuously declined.

In 2011 there were 46 cases of primary TB reported,
representing less than 3% of the total.

In all provinces and territories, the majority of cases were
diagnosed with pulmonary disease. In Newfoundland and
Labrador, Nova Scotia, and Saskatchewan however, a
greater proportion of cases were diagnosed with primary
disease (16% or higher), whereas in other provinces, the
proportion ranged from 0% to 6%, with the national
proportion at 3% (Table 6).

Of the 1,587 cases of active TB disease reported to the
Agency in 2010, 1,511 (95%) had a treatment outcome
reported. Of these, 1,341 (89%) were deemed cured or
treatment completed, 121 (8%) died before or during
treatment and 21 (1%) transferred out of Canada at
some point during their treatment and final outcome
was unknown. Of the remaining 2% of cases reporting
an outcome, 11 absconded and were lost to follow-up,
1 had treatment failure; 9 had outcome indicated as
other and treatment was discontinued for 7 cases due
to adverse reactions to the medications. For the 5% of
cases where treatment was not recorded, treatment was
ongoing for 60 cases and treatment was unknown for
the remaining 16 cases (Table 7).
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