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Juha Heikinheimo appointed President of Aker Yards, Cruise & Ferries

Oslo June 13, 2007 - Mr. Juha Heikinheimo (50) has today been appointed as President of Aker Yards' business area Cruise & Ferries and President of Aker Yards Oy in Finland. He will also be a part of the executive management team in Aker Yards. He will be based in Helsinki. Heikinheimo takes over from and reports to Mr. Yrjö Julin, who was earlier this week appointed President and CEO of Aker Yards ASA.

"I am pleased to take on this new position in a familiar business area" says Juha Heikinheimo. "Today's cruise ship business is not just about building vessels, but together with the customer creating possibilities for cruise experiences".

Aker Yards, Cruise & Ferries' orderbook today includes contracts worth approximately 7.4 billion Euro. "Juha Heikinheimo has crucially contributed to the signing of those contracts, and I believe he will successfully contribute also to the building of the vessels, supported by our experienced personnel", says Yrjö Julin.

The Deputy President for the Cruise & Ferries business area is Mr. Bo-Erik Blomqvist, who reports to Mr. Heikinheimo and is based in Saint Nazaire, France.

Juha Heikinheimo is President of Aker Yards, Cruise & Ferries and President of Aker Yards Oy as from today, 13 June, 2007.

Juha Heikinheimo has until now been heading as SVP, Sales and Marketing the Aker Yards, Cruise & Ferries business area's joint sales and marketing department, formed on May 31, 2006 by combining the French and Finnish ones.

Mr. Heikinheimo's prior positions have been in international general management and sales tasks in companies like Componenta, Metso Automation and Santasalo Group.

He has been working six years in France and two in Singapore.

Canada Announces New Marine Personnel Regulations

Ottawa June 13, 2007 - The Honorable Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities, today announced new regulations that modernize the certification system for Canadian seafarers, and harmonize their working conditions with international labor standards.

"These regulations support Transport Canada's commitment to a marine industry where the health and safety of Canadians are top priorities," said Minister Cannon. "They are a result of our extensive consultations with the marine industry."

The Marine Personnel Regulations are a combination of existing and new requirements and are divided into three parts:

· Part one covers the requirements for individual certificates of competency; 

· Part two covers the crewing requirements for vessels; 

· Part three covers the working conditions for crew, including the requirements of the Maritime Labor Convention, 2006. It includes new requirements for seafarer recruitment and placement services, and the development of new onboard complaint procedures for seafarers. 

The regulations bring the certification system for seafarers in line with the provisions of the new Canada Shipping Act, 2001 (CSA 2001) which, on July 1, 2007, will replace the Canada Shipping Act (CSA) as the principal legislation governing safety in marine transportation and recreational boating, as well as protection of the marine environment. The new Act will help the marine community operate in a manner that is safer, more efficient and environmentally sound.

The regulations, which replace the existing Marine Certification Regulations and Crewing Regulations under the CSA, are also in line with provisions of an international agreement to which Canada is a party, namely the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW Convention).

The Marine Personnel Regulations were pre-published in the Canada Gazette, Part I on November 18, 2006. A mandatory 60-day public comment period followed, which ended on January 18, 2007. The regulations were published in the Canada Gazette, Part II on June 13, 2007 and come into force at the same time as the CSA 2001.

First Hawaii Superferry "Alakai" Handover

Henderson WA June 1, 2007 - The 107 meter Auto Express vehicle-passenger catamaran, launched at Austal’s Mobile, Alabama facility on January 18, 2007 for the Hawaii Superferry Corporation has been officially named “Alakai” (Hawaiian for “ocean path”). The ferry will now transit to the Hawaiian Islands to commence service in August 2007.
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In April, “Alakai” successfully completed sea trials conducted in the Gulf of Mexico. There were numerous challenges involved in completing the largest aluminum ship built to date in the USA to ensure adherence to stringent weight controls and construction standards Austal is renowned for in its high performance vessels. It quickly became evident that the American design and construction team had indeed set a high standard when the ferry was put to the test in Gulf waters.


“Sea trials went very well and we are extremely pleased with the capabilities of this vessel,” said Austal’s Chief Operating Officer, Dan Spiegel. “It’s truly remarkable to experience the power and control of this catamaran. Completing sea trials in only five days and achieving or surpassing all performance parameters specified for the vessel is an excellent result.”

At 90% MCR (maximum engine power) the ferry achieved 40 knots (two knots above contractual requirements) with operating deadweight onboard and an installed active Ride Control System. The ferry consistently averaged 42.5 knots at 100% MCR during the course of trials.
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“A new era of inter-island travel and transportation has begun with the christening of “Alakai,” said Hawaii Superferry President and Chief Executive Officer John Garibaldi at the Christening Ceremony held in Mobile on April 14. “We appreciate the opportunity to serve the people of our communities and look forward to providing an affordable, convenient and fun travel alternative for Hawaii’s residents, businesses and visitors.”

In conjunction with the christening, the Governor of Alabama, the Mayor of Mobile and the County Commissioner of Mobile issued three separate proclamations declaring the day "Hawaii Superferry Day." A key to the City of Mobile was also given to Garibaldi.


The Hawaiian naming ceremony for “Alakai” was led by Kahu Kauila Clark, a highly respected cultural practitioner who has performed Native Hawaiian traditional ceremonies and healing arts for 31 years throughout Hawaii, and other parts of the U.S., and the world.


With a second identical vessel under construction, Hawaii Superferry’s catamaran-hulled vessels draw inspiration from the proud maritime heritage of Hawaii, while the vessel’s design was carefully selected following in-depth studies of Hawaii’s weather and ocean patterns with added sensitivity to the Islands’ unique natural resources.


Hawaii Superferry plans to use Austal fast ferry technology to establish Hawaii’s first high-speed vehicle-passenger service. Each catamaran can carry 866 passengers and up to 282 cars (or a combination of 28 twelve meter trucks and 65 cars) and provide services connecting Honolulu to Maui and Kauai in three hours and from Honolulu to the Big Island in approximately four hours. The second ferry will begin service in early 2009. With the entry into service of the second ferry, two round trips per day between Maui and Oahu and one round trip per day between Kauai and Oahu and the Island of Hawaii and Oahu will be offered.


With a draft of 3.6 meters (11’8”) and a beam of 24 meters (78’), the ferry will commute between the Hawaiian Islands at speeds up to 40 knots. The vessel is four decks high, including two decks for the car and truck loading, one deck for passengers and the bridge deck reserved for the pilot and his crew. The 2nd deck or mezzanine deck is 2/3 hoistable in order to facilitate parking for lighter cars and leave maximum parking space for the larger trucks.


The Upper Deck or passenger deck includes many premiere amenities for 866 passengers of all ages besides comfortable seating. This deck includes a bar and lounge on each end, food counter, gift shop, video game room, children’s play area, restrooms, crew mess, purser’s office, and first aid room.

With two 127 meter trimaran Littoral Combat Ships also under construction in the Austal USA shipyard, U.S. Navy and Army representatives have toured “Alakai” throughout its construction as part of the ongoing evaluation of potential Joint High Speed Vessel (JHSV) platforms. The JHSV will provide a transformational capability supporting the global war on terrorism, major combat operations, and emerging operational concepts, including the Army Future Force and Seabasing.


With a requirement for eight vessels, Capt. Patricia Sudol, Program Manager for Support Ships, Boats and Craft, commented, “The JHSV will be able to transport, very comfortably, a company-sized body of personnel, with their equipment and with their vehicles, from place to place.”



“Operated by a crew of 41 the JHSV is expected to be approximately 137 meters (450’) in length and able to carry upwards of 545 tonnes (600 short tons)”, Sudol said. “It can travel at speeds of at least 35 knots and has a range of 1,200 nautical miles before refueling,” she added. The ship will be able to get into austere ports, and it won't need line handlers in ports or cranes to off load equipment. Sudol explained, “It won't need any significant infrastructure in the port.”

“In our experience with the Austal “WestPac Express,” [the Marine Corps] found that not only were they saving flying personnel and equipment from training site to training site, they found they were saving time and wear and tear on their people,” she said. "Entire units were able to get to the training site together, and unit integrity is always a very appealing criteria for military groups.”

“Alakai” is also the subject of an in depth National Geographic documentary filmed for their “Mega Structures” series. Due for broadcast in September, the program will cover all aspects of the vessel’s design, construction, launch and sea trials.

PRINCIPAL PARTICULARS


Length overall: 106.5 meters / 349’-4” 

Length waterline: 92.4 meters / 303’-1” 

Beam molded: 23.8 meters / 78’-1” 

Hull depth molded: 9.4 meters / 30’-10” 

Hull draft (maximum): 3.65 meters / 11’-8” 

Deadweight (maximum): 800 tonnes / 882 tons 

Passengers 866 

Crew as per USCG requirements 

Vehicles: 282 cars or 28 forty-foot trucks (342 lane meters) with 65 cars 

Axle loads: - center lanes: 16.5 tons (single axle) 

13.2 tons (dual axle) 

- outer lanes: 9.9 tons (single axle) 

13.2 tons (dual axle) 

Vehicle deck clear height: - mezzanines raised 4.6 - 4.7 meters 

15’1” - 15’5” 

- mezzanines lowered 2.6 meters / 8’6” below 

2.2 meters / 7’3” above 

Fuel (approx): 215,000 liters/ 56,800 gallons 


PROPULSION

Main engines: 4 x MTU 20V 8000 M71 8,200 kW at 1150 rpm 

Propulsion: 4 x KaMeWa 125 S11 

Service speed: 40.0 knots, 90% MCR @ operational deadweight and with active Ride Control System 

SURVEY


Classification: Germanischer Lloyd in accordance with the International Code of Safety for High Speed Craft, IMO Resolution MSC.97(73) Annex 5 Class Notation: 

Hull: +100 A5, HSC-B OC4 Craft High Speed Passenger/ Ro-Ro Type 

Machinery: +MC, AUT


Appointment to the Transportation Appeal Tribunal of Canada

Ottawa June 8, 2007 - The Honorable Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities, today announced the appointment of Mr. Michel Ferland to the Transportation Appeal Tribunal of Canada (TATC) for a period of four years.

"I am delighted that Mr. Ferland has agreed to serve on the TATC," said Minister Cannon. "His legal expertise and human rights experience will be of great benefit to the tribunal."

Mr. Ferland holds a bachelor of arts degree from Jean-De-Brebeuf College and a licentiate in laws degree from the University of Sherbrooke. He was called to the Bar of Quebec in 1973. He currently is a law associate with Étude Ferland & Belair of Joliette, Quebec. He entered into private practice in 1973. He became a prosecutor for the city of Joliette in 1985, and was a member of the Human Rights Tribunal Committee from 1991 to 1993. Mr. Ferland is a member of the Canadian Bar Association, a member of and former legal advisor to the Barreau des Laurentides, and a former member of the Comité pour la pratique privée – (Barreau du Quebec) – Tarification. He has been involved in a number of community organizations in the Lanaudière region since 1973.

The TATC, formerly the Civil Aviation Tribunal, provides an independent review process for anyone who has been given notice of an administrative or enforcement action taken by the Minister of Transport, Infrastructure and Communities; railway safety inspectors or the Canadian Transportation Agency under various federal transportation Acts.

Royal Caribbean Announces 2008-09 Seasonal Caribbean Itineraries for Grandeur of the Seas and Vision of the Seas

Miami June 11, 2007 - Cruisers looking for a quick winter escape to the Caribbean will continue to have diverse Royal Caribbean cruise offerings during the 2008-09 winter season. The cruise line recently announced 42 Caribbean sailings aboard Grandeur of the Seas and Vision of the Seas. Ranging from four- to 10-night Eastern, Western and Southern Caribbean voyages from Tampa or Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Grandeur and Vision sailings are currently open for bookings.

“Royal Caribbean offers travelers many choices for an exhilarating cruise vacation during the winter months,” said Alice Norsworthy, senior vice president, Marketing, Royal Caribbean International. “Tampa is a convenient port for travelers from the eastern Gulf Coast to enjoy a rejuvenating weekend getaway aboard Grandeur of the Seas. And for a truly authentic Caribbean experience, Vision of the Seas will sail from Santo Domingo to the lesser-trodden island-gems in the Southern Caribbean.”

Travelers may choose from 10-night Eastern Caribbean cruises or four- and five-night Western Caribbean roundtrip voyages starting November 10, 2009, aboard Grandeur of the Seas. Eastern Caribbean ports-of-call include San Juan, Puerto Rico; Philipsburg, St. Maarten; Basseterre, St. Kitts; St. Johns, Antigua; and Tortola, British Virgin Islands. Travelers have two itinerary choices on the five-night Western Caribbean sailings, calling at Yucatan (Progreso) and Cozumel, Mexico; or Costa Maya, Mexico, and Belize City, Belize. The four-night voyage will include calls at Key West, Florida, and Cozumel.

At the beginning of 2009, Vision of the Seas will take guests on two fascinating seven-night itineraries to the Southern Caribbean. Sailing roundtrip from Santo Domingo, she will call at Pointe A Pitre, Guadeloupe; Fort De France, Martinique; Bridgetown, Barbados; and Castries, St. Lucia. The alternate itinerary takes guests to ports-of-calls at Philipsburg, St. Maarten; Roseau, Dominica; Margarita Island, Venezuela; and Oranjestad, Aruba. Travelers also can choose a 14-night eastbound Panama Canal repositioning cruise, sailing on January 4, 2009, with calls at Cabo San Lucas, Acapulco, and Huatulco, Mexico; Puntarenas and Puerto Limon, Costa Rica; Cristobal Pier, Panama; and Montego Bay, Jamaica.

Both Vision-class ships, Grandeur of the Seas and Vision of the Seas feature a solarium covered by a crystal canopy, a glass roof that retracts to take advantage of the tropical Caribbean weather. Guests can enjoy a total of 10 restaurants and lounges, 24-hour room service, Royal Caribbean’s award-winning Broadway-style productions, and Vegas-paced gaming in Casino Royale. Grandeur and Vision’s extensive fitness programs and world-class spa menu, coupled with intriguing ports-of-call, offer guests additional choices for an exhilarating and rejuvenating vacation experience.  The line’s award-winning Adventure Ocean youth program, with five age-tiered curricula, also entertains and enlightens younger guests under the age of 18. Furthermore, Royal Caribbean’s friendly and engaging staff and crew help make each guest’s cruise vacation a unique and unforgettable experience by providing the line’s signature Gold Anchor Service.

Liberty of the Seas Officially Named in Stateside Ceremony 


Miami May 18, 2007 - With a dramatic smash of the champagne bottle against its brand new hull, Royal Caribbean International’s 21st cruise ship, Liberty of the Seas, was officially named by travel agent godmother Donnalea Madeley today at the Port of Miami. The naming ceremony included performances by the Miami Children’s Chorus, blessings by Rabbi Terry Bookman and Pastor Sverre Tofte, as well as remarks and a tribute by Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Chairman and CEO, Richard Fain. 


Performing the prestigious role often reserved for dignitaries and celebrities, Donnalea Madeley is the first travel agent to be the godmother of a Royal Caribbean ship. Ms. Madeley, of Ontario-based Marlin Travel, was selected from among nearly 2,500 nominations of exemplary women travel agents who have demonstrated dedication to philanthropy and service in their communities. 


Holding the dual-title of world’s largest cruise ship along with sister ship, Freedom of the Seas, Liberty is the first Royal Caribbean ship to showcase the line’s enhanced onboard programming in the wellness, family and teen, and weddings arenas – implemented to give all guests more onboard options and activities. 


“We have listened to guest feedback and with the launch of Liberty of the Seas, we are proud to introduce new and enhanced onboard programs to give vacationers even more choices when cruising on our ships”, said Adam Goldstein, president, Royal Caribbean International. “Our new programming will be rolled out fleet-wide this year, giving people even more reasons to book a Royal Caribbean cruise vacation.” 


Liberty features cruise industry innovations such as the FlowRider® surf simulator, the Powerbox boxing ring, the H2O Zone water park and the Royal Promenade entertainment boulevard, as well as the new programming, which includes Explorer Weddings, for couples looking to tie the knot in extreme style; the Vitality wellness program, promoting a healthier vacation with new, well-balanced fitness, spa, shore excursions and culinary choices; and new family programming, for children and teens. 


At 160,000 gross registered tons, and a capacity of 3,634 guests (double-occupancy), Liberty of the Seas was built by Aker Yards, Finland, over the course of two years. Having just completed preview sailings from Southampton, England, Cape Liberty Cruise Port in Bayonne, New Jersey, and the Port of Miami, she sets sail on her maiden Caribbean voyage tomorrow from Miami, and will continue to depart on Saturdays, with her sister ship, Freedom of the Seas, departing on Sundays. The two sister ships will alternate between 7-night Eastern and Western Caribbean itineraries. Both itineraries include a call at Royal Caribbean’s private destination Labadee, Haiti. Liberty’s Western Caribbean itinerary calls in Cozumel, Mexico; George Town, Cayman Islands; and Montego Bay, Jamaica. The Eastern Caribbean itinerary calls in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and Philipsburg, St. Maarten, allowing for a third day at sea to take advantage of all the ship has to offer. 


First Order Received From Italian Shipbuilder Fincantieri S.p.A. 

Gouda, The Netherlands June 7, 2007 - Imtech (technical services provider in Europe) announces that it has recently been commissioned by ship owners and shipyards in amongst others, The Netherlands, Germany, Italy and China to provide luxury yacht and cruise ship technological solutions worth over of 62 million Euro. 

The international market for luxury yachts and cruise ships continues to grow and Imtech has become one of the strongest players in this market sector. Imtech's position in this growing market is further strengthened by the close co-operation of all four Imtech specialized competence centers in Europe, USA and China, which together form the Imtech maritime cluster. This cluster counts more than sixty maritime establishments all around the world. 

Imtech's range of innovative products and services include project and site management, interfaced and integrated ship bridges, propulsion solutions, power generation and distribution, alarm and monitoring systems, local area networks on board, navigation, communication and entertainment equipment, air conditioning and climate control solutions, fire safety & sprinkler solutions and integrated security solutions. Environmental sustainability and energy-safety considerations are of primary concern to Imtech. 

Orders have recently been received to equip more than ten luxury megayachts. Most of them in a range from 100 up to 160 meters in length, from amongst others the Dutch shipyards Feadship and Heesen, the Russian shipyard Timmerman, the Chinese shipyard Kingships in Hong Kong/Guangzhou and several German shipyards, including Lloyd Werft and TKSM Group. 

Imtech also recently received an order from the Italian shipbuilder Fincantieri S.p.A. to provide technological solutions for three new cruise ships to be built for the Costa Crociere S.p.A cruise company. The ships will each be fitted with 1,130 cabins to hold a maximum of 2,260 passengers. Imtech will equip the ships with state-of-the-art and energy efficient solutions in the area of heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC). Imtech is also providing most of the engineering for these solutions. A team of German Imtech specialists is currently working on location in Italy, this being the first time that Imtech has been involved with an Italian shipbuilder on such a large scale. 

The yachts are scheduled for delivery during the period 2008 - 2010 and the cruise ships in 2009.

Duke Point Terminal Celebrates 10 Years 


Victoria BC June 13, 2007 - On Friday, June 15, 2007, BC Ferries will celebrate the 10th anniversary of the opening of the Duke Point terminal, the mid-island gateway to the Tsawwassen terminal and the Lower Mainland. 

The celebration will include complimentary burgers, hot dogs and soft drinks, prize draws and children’s activities for customers from 11:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

“Since opening our doors over 13.9 million customers and 5.7 million vehicles have traveled through this facility and we are proud to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the opening of the Duke Point terminal,” said Manuel Achadinha, BC Ferries’ Vice President of Terminal Operations. “Our company plays a critical role in the shipment of goods and services essential to the growing economy of Vancouver Island and we want to thank our customers for their continued patronage.” 

The route between Tsawwassen and Nanaimo was established in 1991 and was operated from BC Ferries’ Departure Bay terminal prior to the opening of the Duke Point terminal in 1997. 

For 16 years, BC Ferries has provided service between the Tsawwassen and the mid-Island, which is a route favored by commercial customers. The early morning sailing allows truckers to get a jump-start on the day and the route provides a third link between the Lower Mainland and Vancouver Island. 

MSC Cruises' Popular 'Sweet' Suite Deal Returns 

Fort Lauderdale June 13, 2007 - Since last year's "Suite Deal" offer was so popular, MSC Cruises is once again offering sweet savings of up to 60 percent on balcony suites on MSC Lirica during select sailings of the 2007-08 Caribbean season, including two holiday itineraries.

This limited offer is available only on new bookings and while space is available through Sept. 30.

Cruise only prices for MSC Lirica's 7-night itineraries begin at $999 per person, double occupancy and at $1,349 for the 10-night itineraries; government fees and taxes are extra.

Each Category 11 suite boasts a balcony, spacious seating area with sofa bed, king-sized bed, and bathroom with tub.

MSC Lirica sails Caribbean and Panama itineraries roundtrip from Fort Lauderdale. The "Suite Deal" is available on the following sailings:

· 10-night Deep Caribbean: Dec. 4, Jan. 9, Jan. 29, Feb. 18 and March 9

· 10-night Panama: Jan. 19, Feb. 8, Feb. 28 and March 19

· 7-night Caribbean: Dec. 14, Dec. 21 and Dec. 28

Each itinerary allows guests to immerse themselves in MSC Cruises' "Beautiful. Passionate. Italian." ambiance, from the traditional Italian cuisine and incomparable hospitality to the elegant design of the ship and celebrated entertainment.

The Deep Caribbean and Panama itineraries include port calls at Cayo Levantado in the Dominican Republic, where guests can enjoy MSC Cruises' special private island experience.

Largest 'Fun Ship' Ever Constructed, 3,006-Passenger Carnival Splendor, to Operate Seven-Day Mexican Riviera Cruises Beginning in March 2009 

Miami June 13, 2007 - Carnival Cruise Lines' 3,006- passenger Carnival Splendor - the largest "Fun Ship" ever constructed - will launch year-round seven-day Mexican Riviera cruises from Long Beach, Calif., beginning in March 2009, following its inaugural schedule of European and Caribbean voyages.

The Carnival Splendor will further bolster the line's dominant position as cruise industry leader in Southern California, which is currently home to four Carnival ships. With the arrival of Carnival Splendor, the line expects to carry approximately 650,000 guests annually on these highly popular West Coast cruises - almost twice the number of any other cruise line.

Carnival is the only cruise line to feature three ships offering year- round cruises from Southern California - two from Long Beach and one from San Diego - as well as a fourth ship sailing seasonally from San Diego. In addition, Carnival offers the widest available choice of cruise lengths - ranging from three to eight days - with visits to exciting ports in Baja Mexico and the Mexican Riviera.

A new class of "Fun Ship," the 113,300-ton Carnival Splendor will introduce a host of innovations, highlighted by a luxurious 21,000-square-foot health and fitness facility surrounded by 68 exclusive spa staterooms and suites - a first for the line.

"With its vast array of on-board facilities and features, including the most elaborate and magnificent spa ever introduced on a Carnival ship, Carnival Splendor will usher in an exciting new era in 'Fun Ship' vacations and provide a fresh and exciting West Coast cruise option," said Bob Dickinson, Carnival president and CEO.

Attractive Seven-Day Mexican Riviera Itinerary

Carnival Splendor will offer an unmatched Mexican Riviera cruise vacation experience when it launches year-round seven-day service from Long Beach March 29, 2009. Ports of call include three popular seaside towns: Puerto Vallarta, which dazzles visitors with its gorgeous beaches, crystal-clear waters and lush countryside; Mazatlan, which, in addition to excellent beaches, offers an abundance of dining and shopping options; and Cabo San Lucas, distinguished by its rugged rock formations and miles of white-sand beaches.

Fabulous pre- and post-cruise land stays, as well as myriad shore excursion opportunities - including snorkeling, canopy tours, deep-sea fishing, scuba diving, kayaking, golfing and off-road Jeep adventures - will also be offered in conjunction with these voyages.

Prior to year-round deployment to Long Beach, the new Carnival Splendor will start service on July 13, 2008 and introduce Carnival's first 12-day Northern European cruise program, followed by a series of 12-day Mediterranean departures through Oct. 17, 2008. The ship will then sail on a transatlantic crossing from Rome (Civitavecchia) to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Oct. 29, continuing with a series of seven-day Caribbean voyages from that port beginning Nov. 22, 2008.

Host of On-Board Innovations

As the first in a new series of "Fun Ships," Carnival Splendor will offer a variety of innovative facilities and features. These include an expansive, state-of-the-art health and fitness center spanning the forward portion of two full decks. Including the 68 spa staterooms and suites, the health and wellness center will encompass 40,000 total square feet and will include the line's first thalassotherapy pool, an elaborate Thermal Suite, and 17 treatment rooms for administering a wide range of soothing therapies.

Building upon Carnival's distinction as the family cruise leader, Carnival Splendor's numerous family-friendly amenities will include a two-level 5,500- square-foot children's play area - part of the line's top-rated "Camp Carnival" program, along with a water spray park on Lido Deck. An expansive teen club and full activity schedule, part of the line's "Club O2" program, will also be offered.

Also new will be a sliding Sky Dome over the main pool area, which will house Carnival's Seaside Theatre - a massive outdoor screen displaying movies, concerts and other programming.

Dining options will include twin two-level main dining rooms, a casual poolside eatery featuring a 24-hour pizzeria, deli, a traditional Indian Tandoori oven, an upscale seafood venue and numerous other choices, and an elegant reservations-only supper club offering prime quality beef and other gourmet cuisine.

The ship will also house 1,503 staterooms, including a wide variety of accommodation categories, including several levels of suites and staterooms with private balconies. All accommodations will feature the Carnival Comfort Bed sleep system with plush mattresses, luxurious duvets and high quality linens and pillows.

Pricing and Reservations

Carnival will begin accepting reservations on the Carnival Splendor's new seven-day Mexican Riviera cruises from Long Beach beginning Friday, June 22, 2007.

Prices begin at $549 per person based on double occupancy. Special discounts for third and fourth guests in the same staterooms and round-trip air supplements from a variety of North American gateways are also available.

Katie Couric Hosts 'All-Star' Fundraiser on Queen Mary 2 

Brooklyn NY June 11, 2007 - The American Institute for Stuttering (AIS) held a first-ever charity luncheon on Sunday, June 10 aboard Cunard's flagship Queen Mary 2 to present the Freeing Voices, Changing Lives Leadership Awards. Pictured from left: Queen Mary 2 Captain Christopher Rynd; CBS News anchor and event emcee Katie Couric; honorees fitness guru Jake Steinfeld, NBA All-Star Kenyon Martin with the Denver Nuggets and award-winning singer songwriter Carly Simon.

Event co-chair and literary luminary Tina Brown said, "I can't imagine a more striking setting than Queen Mary 2 for this important occasion. Creating awareness and raising funds for the study and treatment of this often misunderstood speech disorder aboard this magnificent ocean liner is a privilege." Among the luncheon guests at the star-studded event were actors Sam Waterston and Kevin Kline, actress Lauren Hutton, designer Norma Kamali, news anchor John Stossel, author Candace Bushnell, NY Senator Charles Schumer and Jack and Suzy Welch. 

Carnival Offers Unprecedented Number of Shore Excursions in Conjunction with 2007 Canada Voyages

Miami June 11, 2007 - For its upcoming Canada cruise schedule from New York aboard the 102,000-ton Carnival Victory – which kicks off tomorrow with a new itinerary, four-day voyages to Bay of Fundy/Saint John – Carnival Cruise Lines will offer an unprecedented 70 exciting and attractive shore excursion choices, including more than 20 new selections. 

The Carnival Victory’s popular Canada cruise program kicks off next week with a special four-day cruise to the Bay of Fundy/Saint John departing Tuesday, June 12, 2007 (the ship begins its regular four-day “long weekend” Bay of Fundy/Saint John cruises departing Thursdays June 21, 2007). The schedule also includes five-day cruises to the Bay of Fundy/Saint John and Halifax, Nova Scotia departing Mondays and Saturdays. The Carnival Victory’s four- and five-day Canada cruises run through September 3, 2007. 

“In addition to a convenient New York departure – an exciting destination in its own right - our Canadian Maritime cruises aboard Carnival Victory provide an attractive ‘Fun Ship’ alternative, offering guests an opportunity to partake in unique landside experiences and view beautiful scenery, while sailing aboard a spectacular floating resort,” said Bob Dickinson, Carnival president and CEO. 

He added that the Bay of Fundy/Saint John cruises from New York provide northeastern U.S. residents with an attractive “long weekend” getaway featuring an exciting new four-day “Fun Ship” cruise option, while five-day voyages offer two charming destinations, Saint John and Halifax, each with a personality all its own. 

The Carnival Victory’s new Canadian shore excursion choices include: 

· Lobster and Lighthouses (Halifax) – This tour provides an up-close look at the life of Canadian lobsterman and visits three of Nova Scotia’s most beautiful lighthouses. The excursion begins with a boat tour where guests help the captain and crew pull out lobster traps and includes a delicious lobster feast and time for shopping along the waterfront. 

· Hopewell Rocks - Bay of Fundy Escape (Saint John) – This nine-hour tour provides participants the opportunity to experience the famous Flower Pot Rocks (detail), and includes a visit to one of the last remaining manned lighthouses in Canada. 

· Bachelor of Beer Arts (Halifax) – In addition to the opportunity to sample several different varieties of fine brews, the excursion includes a visit to the Atlantic Beer Institute for an in-depth look at the history of one of the world's oldest beverages and a guided tour of the oldest brewery in North America. 

· Lunenburg & Coastal Drive Expedition (Halifax) – This UNESCO-designated World Heritage site is highlighted by spectacular centuries-old architecture, unique streetscapes and a vibrant waterfront lined with art galleries, craft studios and boutiques. 

· Valley & Vineyard (Halifax) – The six-and-a-half-hour tour travels through the heart of Nova Scotia’s beautiful and fertile Annapolis Valley, known for its French Acadian history, lush fields and orchards, and top-quality vineyards where a light lunch is served. Also included is a visit to a local fromagerie, guided by guests’ own sommelier. 

· Peggy’s Cove with Lobster Lunch (Halifax) – Following a traditional lobster lunch, guests can explore the charming coastal village of Peggy’s Cove, a rustic community nestled along the water’s edge offering a look at the area’s still-vibrant seafaring past. 

· Saint John River Cruise – Sail back in time aboard a riverboat along the majestic Saint John River, often referred to as the “Rhine of North America.” While on the tour, a guide explains the region’s rich history and points out the many interesting sights, including lighthouses and native animal, sea and plant life that call this ecosystem home. 

· Peggy’s Cove & Double Decker City Tour (Halifax) – Featuring the best of Halifax, participants can visit two of Nova Scotia’s most popular sightseeing stops – majestic Peggy’s Cove and Halifax, which feature colorful coastal fishing villages and one of the most photographed lighthouses in North America. 

The new tours complement the wide range of popular tours available in conjunction with the Carnival Victory’s four- and five-day Canada voyages, including: 

St Martins and the Bay of Fundy (Saint John) – In addition to providing unique insight into life in rural New Brunswick, this tour offers guests an opportunity to get an “up close and personal” look at the world-famous Bay of Fundy tides and explore the city’s majestic harbor and beach. 

The Bay of Fundy at Fundy National Park (Saint John) –This seven-hour tour is highlighted by a visit to Alma Beach on the Bay of Fundy where a knowledgeable National Park interpreter will provide insight into the bay’s ecosystems. The tour concludes with a hike through the Acadian forest to the picturesque Dickson Falls. 

· Trolley ’Round Saint John (Saint John) – On this fun and relaxing excursion, guests board a San Francisco-style trolley, similar to turn-of-the-century streetcars, and meander through Saint John, with a guide pointing out local landmarks, including the legendary Reversing Falls, along the way. 

· St. Andrews-by-the-Sea Garden Tour (Saint John) – This tour begins with a scenic drive along the Bay of Fundy Coast to spectacular St. Andrews where participants enjoy a private tour of its award-winning Kingsbrae Garden followed by lunch with magnificent views of Passamaquoddy Bay. 

· Moosehead Beer Tasting & City Highlights (Saint John) – Guests can sample some of the finest beer products in the Canadian Maritimes while enjoying live entertainment by local musicians. During the tour, guests learn about the history of Canadian brewing and are provided with an overview of the wide range of beers produced locally. 

· Ride the Rapids (Saint John) – This thrilling excursion provides the once-in-lifetime opportunity to ride Saint John’s Reversing Falls Rapids via a multi-person watercraft. At the end of the tour, participants enjoy a leisurely tour of the city, which includes a visit to the oldest continuous running farmers market in Canada. 

· Harbor Cruise & City Highlights (Saint John) – Combining a scenic boat ride with an informative guided motorcoach ride, this unique land/sea excursion provides participants with an opportunity to tour colorful streets of Saint John and its famous Reversing Falls Rapids. 

· All Day Hop On/Hop Off Double Decker (Halifax) – This highly flexible excursion option offers maximum opportunities to see the popular sights of Halifax via an authentic London-style double decker bus. More than a dozen stops are available, including Halifax Citadel National Historic Site and the lush Victorian Public Gardens. 

· Halifax & Peggy’s Cove (Halifax) – During this three-and-one-half-hour tour, participants can experience the unique historical charm and coastal beauty of one of Atlantic Canada’s most popular destinations. The day concludes with a visit to Peggy’s Cove distinguished by its brightly hued homes and weathered fishing piers and boats. 

In addition to visits to popular eastern Canada cruise destinations, guests sailing aboard the Carnival Victory can enjoy the ship’s wide-range of dining, entertainment and activity choices. These include three restaurants – twin two-level main dining rooms and a 1,200-seat poolside eatery with a 24-hour pizzeria – a 15,000-square-foot health and fitness center, an on-board duty-free shopping mall, full casino gambling, and 18 lounges and bars with dramatic interiors inspired by the world’s great bodies of water. 

Also available are “Camp Carnival” and “Club O2,” with expansive facilities and supervised activities for children and teens, respectively, along with an Internet café/Wi-Fi access and cell phone service. 

Carnival Victory also offers a wide range of accommodation categories, including several different levels of private balcony staterooms and suites – ideal for viewing scenic Canadian ports. All Carnival Victory accommodations feature the Carnival Comfort Bed with plush mattresses, luxurious duvets and high quality linens and pillows. 

In addition to the four- and five-day Canada departures, Carnival Victory will operate four seven-day “fall foliage” cruises round-trip from New York Sept. 8, 15, 22, and 29, 2007. Ports of call include Boston, Portland, Maine; Bay of Fundy/Saint John, and Halifax. 

Carnival is currently accepting reservations for the Carnival Victory’s four-, five-and seven-day Canada cruises from New York. 

BC Ferries to Implement Designated Smoking Areas on Outer Decks of Major Vessels

Victoria BC June 15, 2007 - BC Ferries announced today that as of June 18, 2007, smoking on the outer decks of ferries servicing the major routes between Vancouver Island, the Lower Mainland and the Sunshine Coast will be permitted in designated areas only. Smoking is not permitted in the interior areas or on the vehicle decks of any BC Ferries' vessels. 

“By moving to designated smoking areas, we are providing options for our smoking and non-smoking customers who wish to enjoy the outside passenger decks,” said Mike Corrigan, BC Ferries’ Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer. 

“I’m very pleased that BC Ferries is taking this proactive step to help reduce exposure to second hand smoke,” said Dr. Richard Stanwick, VIHA Chief Medical Health Officer. “BC Ferries has asked me to assist in the development and implementation of their non-smoking policies and I appreciate the fact that the company is addressing this important health issue.” 

New signage is now in place to identify designated smoking areas on the vessels servicing the following routes: 

Tsawwassen – Swartz Bay Tsawwassen – Duke Point Horseshoe Bay – Departure Bay Horseshoe Bay – Langdale 

Some of the vessels on the shorter runs are currently non-smoking and will remain smoke free. BC Ferries is introducing designated non-smoking areas on the major routes first prior to the start of our busy summer season and will address the remainder of the fleet in the fall. 

WSDOT/WSF Receives Joint Proposal from Puget Sound Shipyards 

Seattle June 14, 2007 - Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT)/Washington State Ferries (WSF) is encouraged that the three shipyards – Todd Pacific Shipyards, J.M. Martinac Shipbuilding Corporation and Nichols Brothers Boat Builders, Inc – submitted a joint proposal to build the four new 144-car vessels needed by the Washington State Ferry System.  

“A joint proposal that draws upon the expertise and resources of the major Puget Sound shipyards is the best possible scenario for WSDOT/WSF and the taxpayers of Washington State,” said WSF Executive Director Mike Anderson.  “There is still a lot of work to do to get from a joint proposal to construction, but we are moving in the right direction.  WSDOT/WSF is committed to getting high quality vessels built as soon as possible on the best possible terms for the people of Washington.”

The construction of four new ferries is the path forward to renew the state’s fleet over time to efficiently and safely move the increasing number of people and vehicles that depend on WSF.

Jury Finds in Favor of Norwegian Cruise Line in Norwegian Dawn Case 

Miami June 6, 2007 - At the conclusion of a three-week trial and after only two and half hours of deliberation, a jury returned a verdict in favor of Norwegian Cruise Line (NCL) in a lawsuit stemming from the April 10, 2005 voyage of Norwegian Dawn. The vessel had encountered heavy weather on its return to New York. None of the guests or crew members suffered serious injuries as a result.

The verdict follows favorable findings by the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) and the Bahamas Maritime Authority (BMA), both of which completely exonerated NCL and its Captain, Niklas Peterstam, of any wrongdoing. Although the rough weather made the voyage unpleasant, "the safety and integrity of the ship was in no way compromised," the NTSB concluded. NCL acted appropriately throughout, during what the NTSB determined was an “unavoidable encounter with severe weather and heavy seas."

"We are pleased with the jury's thoughtful and reasoned decision,” said Colin Veitch, president and CEO of NCL Corporation. “We have always maintained that this lawsuit existed only in the minds of the plaintiffs' lawyers and this verdict confirms our belief."

NCL was represented by Curtis Mase and Richard Lara of the law firm of Mase & Lara, P.A. in Miami.

Lorraine Arzt Celebrates More Than 4,100 Days at Sea by Becoming Ship's Godmother 

Portofino June 15, 2007 - Princess Cruises' new Royal Princess was christened yesterday in the picturesque harbor of Portofino by the most-traveled cruise passenger, Lorraine Arzt, who has in total spent more than 11 years sailing aboard Princess ships. 

With the words, "I name this ship Royal Princess, may God bless her and all who sail in her," Arzt released the lever which broke the champagne bottle over the ship, and became one of the select women to be honored with the title of ship godmother.

Having spent more than 4,100 days at sea, Arzt is undoubtedly the most traveled passenger in the entire cruise industry. At the ceremony which celebrated her loyalty to Princess, she was feted by Princess executives and the passengers and crew of Royal Princess, set to the backdrop of local Italian musicians and a traditional blessing by the Father of the local parish.

Last month when the ship entered service, Arzt, who spends approximately 10 months cruising each year, moved onto her "home away from home," a suite aboard Royal Princess. She plans to travel exclusively on the intimate 710-passenger vessel, when not at her shoreside residence in Beverly Hills.

"Watching Lorraine christen 'her' vessel was a special treat for us at Princess," said Alan Buckelew, president of Princess Cruises. "She is so deserving of this special honor, which pays tribute to her loyalty to Princess over many years." Buckelew added that by naming Arzt godmother, the line was also recognizing the importance of all Princess' loyal past passengers.

Arzt has been a regular resident aboard various Princess ships over the years. She began cruising with her late husband, Joe, in the early 1970s aboard P&O's Spirit of London -- which later became the original Sun Princess. The Arzts, professional dancers who later became successful in the real estate business, discovered that their first voyage, to Mexico, sparked a life-long love of cruising. The couple, whose marriage Lorraine describes as "a 46-year romance," spent 17 of those years as regular passengers aboard the original Royal Princess. Following the transfer of that ship to P&O, Arzt sailed regularly aboard Sea Princess until the recent debut of the new Royal Princess.

The Portofino ceremony marked a first for Princess in this picturesque Italian Riviera port. 

"Portofino made a perfect scenic setting for the naming of Royal Princess, as it represents the many special places we take our passengers," added Buckelew. Known for its enchanting views and a lovely waterfront, the quaint fishing village sports a dramatic natural harbor that has attracted sailing vessels for centuries. The christening voyage -- a new 12-day "Mediterranean Collection" itinerary -- began in Rome and also features calls at Monte Carlo, Corsica, Sorrento, Messina (Sicily), Valletta (Malta), and Corfu, in addition to the brand new Princess ports of Kotor (Montenegro), Split (Croatia) and Ravenna (Italy), before ending in Venice.

A sister ship to the line's popular Tahitian Princess and Pacific Princess, the 30,200-ton Royal Princess offers passengers a boutique version of Princess' acclaimed onboard options -- including a variety of dining and entertainment choices and a large number of cabins with private balconies -- all offered in intimate surroundings. The 710-passenger vessel and her sisters have become popular choices for vacationers looking for "off the beaten path" itineraries and a small-ship experience.

Carnival Cruise Lines and New Line Cinema's Hairspray Team Up for Exclusive Promotional Travel Partnership 

Miami June 15, 2007 - Carnival Cruise Lines and New Line Cinema have teamed up for a one-of-a-kind marketing partnership on Hairspray, one of the summer's most anticipated films. The partnership includes Hairspray-themed programming and prize giveaways aboard Carnival's fleet of 22 "Fun Ships," a special prize promotion, and an exclusive Hairspray movie trailer and behind-the-scenes footage viewable only at www.carnival.com/hairspray. The partnership marks the first time Carnival has been involved in a major motion picture promotion, and is expected to reach millions of consumers in the month of July alone.

"Hairspray and Carnival Cruise Lines both strive to offer a fun, highly entertaining and truly memorable experience for our respective audiences," said Bob Dickinson, president and CEO of Carnival Cruise Lines. "This partnership provides Carnival with a special opportunity to enhance our guests' vacations by offering some unique shipboard events tied into a fantastic movie that, just like our cruise line, is geared toward families."

Lance Still, New Line Cinema's executive vice president of national promotions, added, "Carnival is a perfect promotional partner for us on this film because their cruise line gives us the opportunity to reach a large audience and create a fun promotion that matches the tone of the film."

Hairspray features an all-star cast including John Travolta, Queen Latifah, Michelle Pfeiffer, Christopher Walken, Amanda Bynes, Allison Janney, Brittany Snow, Zac Efron, Elijah Kelley and newcomer Nikki Blonsky in the lead role. To help jumpstart the buzz, the partnership will kick off June 15 with the debut of a special Hairspray movie trailer and behind-the-scenes footage from the making of the film exclusively at www.carnival.com/hairspray.

Also, consumers who book a Carnival Cruise Lines vacation between June 15 and July 31, 2007 will be automatically entered into a drawing to win an all- expense-paid trip for four to New York City to see the Hairspray musical on Broadway and receive complimentary make-up and wardrobe makeovers. Consumers may also enter to win without purchase. To enter the contest or to view the official contest rules, visit www.carnival.com/hairspray.

A national print advertising campaign promoting the partnership and prize giveaway will launch in mid-June in several consumer magazines, including People, Oprah, More, InStyle and Women's Health.

Throughout the month of July, guests sailing on Carnival Cruise Lines' "Fun Ships" will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of Hairspray-themed activities including "Hair-aoke," a take-off on the popular karaoke sing-along craze, incorporating songs from the movie and the 1960s, and a "Hairspray Hop" theme party within the cruise line's popular teen program. Participants will receive a variety of Hairspray-themed prize giveaways, including cameras, movie tickets, posters, tank tops, lip balm and other items. Hairspray Dance Lessons will also be offered, providing guests the opportunity to learn dance moves performed by the characters in the movie.

Carnival guests will also be privy to a special 30-minute DVD airing on the cruise ships' in-cabin TVs that shows movie clips and behind-the-scenes highlights.

QE2 To Leave Cunard Fleet And Be Sold To Dubai World To Begin A New Life At The Palm 

Los Angeles June 18, 2007 - Cunard Line today announced the sale of QE2 to Dubai World, in a US$100 million deal which will turn the iconic liner into a first-class tourism destination at The Palm Jumeirah in Dubai.
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QE2 will be delivered to Dubai World in November 2008, where she will cease her role as an ocean-going passenger vessel and be refurbished and adapted for her new home. From 2009, the vessel will be berthed at a specially-constructed pier to create a luxury floating hotel, retail and entertainment destination at The Palm Jumeirah, the world's largest man-made island.

The ship, which was launched by Her Majesty The Queen in September 1967, 40 years ago this year, is the longest-serving ship in Cunard's 168-year history, and was their longest-serving flagship. Since she came into service in 1969, she has undertaken 25 world cruises, has crossed the Atlantic more than 800 times and has carried more than 2.5 million passengers.

QE2 has been purchased by Istithmar, the investment arm of Dubai World, a wholly owned company of the Government of Dubai. Nakheel, developer of The Palm Jumeirah, is also a Dubai World company.

Carol Marlow, president and managing director of Cunard, said:

"We are delighted that when her legendary career as an ocean liner ends there will continue to be a permanent home for her that will enable future generations to continue to experience fully both the ship and her history."

Sultan Ahmed bin Sulayem, chairman of Dubai World, said:

"QE2 is without a doubt one of the wonders of the maritime world, and is easily the most famous serving liner in the world today. I am delighted we will be able to create a home for her on the newest wonder of the world, The Palm Jumeirah."

"QE2 at The Palm Jumeirah will become one of the must-see experiences of Dubai and of the Middle East. We are investing in creating a truly global tourism destination."

"Dubai is a maritime nation and we understand the rich heritage of QE2. She is coming to a home where she will be cherished."

Istithmar said its refurbishment program will aim to recreate QE2's original interior décor and fittings. QE2 at The Palm Jumeirah will also include a museum celebrating the rich history of the ship.

The Palm Jumeirah is currently the world's largest man-made island and home to a residential, tourism and leisure destination created by Nakheel. The Palm Jumeirah is a landmark in engineering, providing luxury residences, retail and leisure facilities across three main areas - the trunk, the crescent, and the fronds. Over the next five to six years, The Palm Jumeirah will become one of the world's premier resorts, offering more than 30 beachfront hotels, including Atlantis, The Palm. The 17 fronds which form the head of The Palm Jumeirah will be home to some of the most luxurious villas in the world each with its own beachfront. Nakheel is one of the world's largest privately held real estate developers, and a key player in realizing the vision of Dubai for the 21st century: creating a world class destination for business and tourism. 
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