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Canada's Seiors

A Growing Population

Seniors are one of the fastest growing popula-
tion groupsin Canada. In 2000, there were an
esimated 3.8 million Canadians aged 65 and
over, up 62% from 24 millionin 1981. Infact,
the senior population has grown about twice as

fast asthe overdl population sncethe early

1980s.

Asaresult, more than one out of every 8
Canadiansisnow asenior. In 2000, 13% of

Population aged 65 and over

Feople aged B5 and over Asa %
of the
Year Canadian
hlen WWomen Total | population
a00s
1921 2150 2063 42072 4.8
1931 2946 2815 5761 5B
1941 3309 3765 7678 B.7
1951 8513 535.0 1086.3 7.8
1961 B7 4.1 7170 13911 7B
1971 7303 9720 17623 8.0
1981 1017 .2 1360.1 2377 3 8.5
1986 1147 6 15893 27370 10.4
1951 1349.3 1867 .4 G 1.4
1995 151563 20667 35320 121
1995 1587 .4 21423 37298 123
2000 16454 22044 33499 124
Frojections

2016 252 3812 o702 4 166
201 23396 36811 BE706 1848
2026 35154 4237 4 77e30 214
203 33502 47059 B656. 1 236
2036 41327 4934.0 90667 244
204 4197 1 A035.8 923249 249
2045 4231.4 a037 2 93187 252
2051 4257 5 510589 93664 254

Source: Statistics Canada

the population were seniors, up from 10% in
1981 and 8% in 1971, it was dso more than
two and a hdf timesthefigurein 1921, when
only 5% of people living in Canada were
seniors.

The rgpid growth in the Sze of the senior pop-
ulation is aso expected to continue well into
the future, particularly when those born during
the baby boom years from 1946 to 1966 begin
turning age 65 early in the second decade of
the new century.

Statistics Canada has projected, for example,
that by 2021 there will be dmost 7 million san-
lors, who will represent 19% of thetotd popula
tion, and that by 2041 there will be over 9
million seniors, who will mekeup an
esimated 25% of the population.

The senior population, however, is not
a homogeneous group. At least from a
broad statistical perspective, people
aged 65-74 more closely resemble
those in age groups under age 65 than
they do those aged 85 and over, while peo-
ple aged 75-84 appear to be in a period of
trangtion. Seniors aged 85 and over, on the
other hand, are the most likely to be charac-
terized by many of the conditions, such as
Il health, associated with old age. Thisis
particularly significant because the popula-
tion aged 85 and over is the fastest growing
segment of the overall senior population.
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