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AFRICA

East Africa: Exchange of Information and Sharing of Experiences Anbng
Comunities in E&S Africa Thru El ectronic Comuni cations

Proj ect . 978541 (055285) I SN . 17570

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Informati on Society -
Africa

Total grant : 132541 CAD Starting date : 19980331

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20020416

This project ainms to build the capacity of three rural comunities in
Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda, respectively, to access, receive, share
and dissenm nate informati on and experiences for their own enpower nment
and developnent. It will set up electronic |inks between three
resource centres and FM Radi o stations that will enable each of the
three to comuni cate, debate, consult and build solidarity, and to
share their devel opnment concerns with the rel evant devel opnent
agents. It will also enable the conmunities to electronically obtain,
package, repackage, exchange and share information with other
comunities in East and Southern Africa. The project will build
capacity to carry out these tasks. It will also provide an
opportunity to see how social and econom c change can be effected in
rural communities through the application of information and
comuni cation technologies (ICTs) to |ocal problens.

Co- fundi ng agency: Swedi sh International Devel opnment Cooperation Agency
Co- f undi ng agency: UNESCO, Phnom Penh, KH

Reci pi ent: EcoNews Africa, Nairobi, KE

Researcher: Wagaki Mwangi/ Mercy Wanbui

1 . . .
For more details on these and all other IDRC projects, please consult our project database (IDRIS) at
www.miniweb.idrc.ca/idrislog.htm. For other IDRC information sources, please refer to www.idrc.ca/resources.
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Kenya: Enhancing Wonen's Participation In Governance Through I ncreased
Access to Civic Information

Proj ect . 978546 (055394) I SN . 17573

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Informati on Society -
Africa

Total grant : 101364 CAD Starting date : 19980331

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20010419

This project will be based in two rural comrunities,

Kakanmega and Makueni, where there are active wonen's groups al ready

i nvolved in civic education. The project will link the two groups to

each other and to other wonen's groups, in Kenya and beyond, through
el ectroni c conmmuni cati on systens. Information and comuni cation
technologies (ICTs) will allow themto access and utilize the

i nformati on bei ng generated by various organi zati ons and participate
in discussions related to wonen's interests. The overall aimis to
create gender awareness in the target communities and to enpower
wonen to have a greater voice in policy discussions.

Reci pient: Family Support Institute, Nairobi, KE

Kenya: School to Conmunity Connectivity

Proj ect . 975574 (055395) I SN : 17279

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Informati on Society -
Africa

Total grant : 33600 CAD Starting date : 19980331

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 19990331

This pilot project will enable six secondary schools and their

respecti ve nei ghbourhoods to access information and communi cati on
technol ogies (1 TCs) for the purpose of enhancing learning in the
school s and informati on sharing between schools and comunities. The
objectives are as follows: to show pupils and teachers how | CTs can
enhance learning in the school; to provide conmunities with access to
i nformati on they can use; and to explore how schools m ght form an
entry point for devel opment and survival information, for instance on

drought, fam ne or flooding. Initial training will take place during
the Kenya National Science Congress in May and June. Once the
conputers are installed in the schools, denonstrations will be held

for students and staff, community | eaders, and potential users within
the community. The experience gained fromthese school -comunity
initiatives will be utilized in the devel opment of a national plan
for school -comunity |inkages.
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Mozambi que: Pilot Tel ecentres in Manhica and Namaacha

Proj ect ;988904 (004227) I SN » 17762

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Informati on Society -
Africa

Total grant : 496950 CAD Starting date : 19981021

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20031217

Comunity access to informati on and communi cati on technol ogi es (ICTs)
is seen by authorities in Myzanbique as a way to accelerate rura

devel opnent and reduce rural -urban inbal ances. This project will assess
the tel ecentre approach in two small conmunities. The project wll

i nvol ve preparing the prem ses, buying and installing equi pnent, and

managi ng the tel ecentres over four years. Telecentre staff will be
locally recruited, trained and supervised. The telecentrew will have
e-mail, Internet access, printing, photocopying and public tel ephone.
Efforts will be made to reach all strata of society. Through

research and evaluation, it is hoped that a systematic and objective
process can be devel oped and used when establishing telecentres on a
| arge scale in Mdzanbi que, and which rmay be hel pful to other countries.

Reci pi ent: Uni versity Eduardo Mondl ane, Maputo, M
Researcher: Polly Gaster

Senegal : ICT introduction in the village soil nmanagenent process

Proj ect . 978161 (065226) I SN : 17393

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Informati on Society -
Africa

Total grant : 207500 CAD Starting date : 19980312

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20010329

Tambacounda conmunities |ive under precarious econonic, nedical and
social conditions. A nmajor barrier to Tanbacounda's devel opnent

is the insulated and scattered nature of its village soils. These nake
it difficult to reach markets and increase the cost of devel opnment
progranms. Since 1993, West African Rural Foundation (FRAO has hel ped
the Community Devel opment Action Group (GADEC) define and inplenent the
Village Soils Managenent and Rehabilitation Program (PRGIV).

This subsidy will enable themto evaluate how I CT inpacts soil resource
condi tions and managenent nethods as well as econom c, social and
educational activities.

Reci pient: West Africa Rural Foundation, Dakar, SN
Researcher: M Abdou Fal
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South Africa: Comrunity Libraries as Gateways for Information in Africa

Proj ect ;985929 (004545) I SN . 17767

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Informati on Society -
Africa

Total grant : 67390 CAD Starting date : 19990129

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20000331

The South African Governnent views information, and information

and comuni cation technol ogies (1CTs), as inportant conduits for
sust ai nabl e devel opment. IDRC s Acacia projects in South Africa use
the tel ecentre and school net approach, and fit in well with this goal
Gauteng Provincial Library and Information Services (GPLIS) and the
Northern Province Library and Information Services (NPLIS), have

i dentified the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR),
Johannesburg, to facilitate and nmanage the start-up of 2 pilot

tel ecentres and show how | CTs can enhance the "gateway

to information" feature of community resource centres. This activity
wi |l show how community libraries or information centres can

provi de communities with nmultiple, devel opnent-oriented services.

Co- fundi ng agency: UNESCO, Paris, FR

Sout h Africa: Enpowering People's Organisations with Internet Access

Proj ect : 978902 (003729) I SN . 17023

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Informati on Society -
Africa

Total grant : 52980 CAD Starting date . 19970528

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 19991027

The Alternative Information Devel opnent Centre (AIDC) is a

mul ti faceted devel oprment trust involved in research, education and
trai ning; the generation of information; and | obbying on the macro

i ssues affecting the devel opnent process in South Africa. In this
project, AIDC will help build the capacity of primary role players in
civil society such as conmunity-based organi zati ons (CBOs),

non- gover nment al organi zati ons (NGOs), |ocal trade unions, civic
organi sations, etc., to take advantage of |ICTs. The project wll
focus primarily on organi zati ons associated with bl ack wonen and
youth. A conprehensive range of services is envisaged to enable them
to use I CTs such as the Internet as a tool to enhance their
comuni ty- based work.

Reci pient: Alternative Information & Devel opnent Centre, Wodstock, ZA
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South Africa: Information Literacy Course for Comunity Activists

Proj ect ;985912 (004365) I SN . 17561

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Informati on Society -
Africa

Total grant : 1500 CAD Starting date : 19980828

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20000331

This grant will support the devel opnent and presentation of an

information literacy course at the Graduate School of Public and
Devel opnent Managenent (P&DM, University of Wtwatersrand, South
Africa. The course is ainmed at people fromcomunity organi zations in

Gauteng. Wonen will be strongly encouraged to participate and

organi zations will be asked that at |east half their participants be
wonen. The course will be equally divided between conputer skills
and policy debate. Participants will learn to use the conputer as an

i nformati on and comuni cation tool; use software packages, including

M crosoft Word, M crosoft Excel, Pegasus and Netscape Navi gator
understand the nodern conputing and tel econmuni cati ons industry;
understand the policy and regul ati on environnent of the infornmation
and comuni cations technology (ICT) industry in South Africa; and
participate in debates on the social, economc and political inpact

of ICTs and the "information comunity." It is expected that those who
conplete the course will transfer their knowl edge to their comunities.

Sout h Africa: Local Econom c Devel opnment Pl anning for SME Pronotion
in the WIld Coast

Proj ect : 978906 (003741) I SN . 17024
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . SMMVE

I nnovati on and Technol ogy
Total grant : 248182 CAD Starting date : 19970729
St at us . active Conpl eti on date : 20010814

The Wl d Coast of Eastern Cape Province has been designated by

nati onal and provincial governnents as the first of a series of rura
spatial developnment initiatives (SDIs) that target regions with
under-utilized potential for rapid and concentrated econom c

devel opnent. The key to equitable devel opnent is w despread

col | aboration anmong pl anners, small busi nesses, devel opers,
comunities, non-governnmental and communi ty-based organi zati ons,

and public authorities. The project will apply field research

and pl anni ng nmet hodol ogy along with i nformati on and comuni cati ons
technol ogi es (I CTs) and public nedia bases.

Co- fundi ng agency: Eastern Cape Soci o Econom ¢ Consultative Council, ZA

Reci pient: CIET Canada, Otawa, ON, CA
Researcher: Neil Andersson
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South Africa: National |Information and Conmuni cati on Programme

Proj ect : 940611 (002294) I SN : 15590

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Information
Sci ences and Systens

Total grant : 1100000 CAD Starting date . 19950324

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20000121

Two | DRC mi ssions conducted in 1994 identified the need to devel op
national information policies, including a national telecomunications
policy. This project will advise and assist the governnment in
conceptual i zi ng, designing, and inplenenting information prograns,
systens, and policies in support of its devel opnent goals.

Participants will help formul ate sector-specific information and
comuni cation policies to constitute a national information policy.
They wi Il design and devel op a nmanagenent information system deci sion

support system for governnment (central,provincial, and |ocal).

Co- fundi ng agency: Norway. Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, Oslo, NO
Reci pient: International Devel opment Research Centre, Otawa, ON, CA
Researcher: SHAHI D AKHTAR

South Africa: The Rosslyn Project - Establishnent of a Collaborative
Learning Centre Network between the Private Sector, Labour and
Conmuni ties

Proj ect : 988906 (004327) I SN : 17709

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Informati on Society -
Africa

Total grant : 191705 CAD Starting date : 19981218

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20010318

This pilot project will devel op and i npl enent the concept of a

sust ai nabl e | earning centre network with col |l aboration between the
private sector, |abour, comrunities, government at |ocal, provincia
and national level, and a variety of support institutions. It ains
to set up two pilot learning centres in Rosslyn, an industrial park
just outside the city of Pretoria, South Africa. These two centres
will be linked to a third learning centre in a neighbouring
comunity, Soshanguve. The latter will allow direct conmunity access
to web- based course content devel oped within the |earning centre
network. It will be devel oped for Level 4 of the South African
National Qualifications Framework (NQF). A further outcone of the
project will be the devel opnment of a business nodel for the
sust ai nabl e replication of the |earning centres.

Reci pient: mpowa, Mdrand, ZA
Researcher: M. Bernd Cel |l er mann
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South Africa: Soweto Community I nformation Day (Singakwenza)

Proj ect : 985906 (004264) I SN : 17449
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties

and the Information Society - Africa
Total grant : 5000 CAD Starting date : 19980523
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20000331
This activity will support a Soweto |Information Day, to be held on
May 23, 1998, in Soweto, South Africa. Soweto has approxi mtely 1.97
mllion residents, or 25% of the Gauteng popul ation. The Infornmation

Day is being organized by the National |nformation Technol ogy Forum
(NITF) to pronote public awareness of how I CTs can enabl e

econonmic growh. The idea is to stimulate interest that will translate
into a buoyant |ocal demand for ICTs. This will be achieved through
presentations by various |ocal public and private sector

representatives, with inputs fromthe international donor comunity.
Soweto Information Day will provide a forumfor |leaders in ICTs to share
their ideas on future trends with the comunity, and to exhibit |ICTs that
could have a positive inpact at the community I|evel.

South Africa: Status Survey on Milti-Purpose Conmunity Centres

Proj ect : 968901 (003333) I SN ;17094

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . South
Africa: Reconstruction and
Devel opnent

Total grant : 84356 CAD Starting date : 19960926

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 19971124

Several initiatives are exploring and devel opi ng the concept of
mul ti - purpose comunity centres (MPCCs) at a policy and inplenentation

level. MPCCs are increasingly seen as centres that can integrate the
devel opnental needs of the comunity with the providing services.
This project will build on ongoing MPCC initiatives in collating

exi sting information and begi nning a process for researching best
practice nodels and evaluation criteria for MPCCs.

Reci pient: National Information Technol ogy Forum Johannesburg, ZA
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Uganda: Community Enpowerment Through The Use of Information and
Comuni cation Technol ogi es

Pr oj ect . 978545 (055377) | SN ;17571
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Information Society - Africa
Total grant : 365191 CAD Starting date : 19980331
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20010414

Recogni zi ng the potential of information and comrunication

technol ogies (ICTs) to transformrural conmunities both socially and
econonically, the governnent of Uganda is committed to extending the

t el ecommuni cations infrastructure and expandi ng access to

t el ecomruni cations services to all parts of the country. The project
teamwi Il do a feasibility study to find suitable telecentre sites;
design the tel ecentres, acquire and install equipnent; and train
operators and end-users; develop content and create finance nechani sns.
Expected outconmes of this project are as follows: two or nore
functional telecentres; |ocal capacity to use |ICTs; know edge
regarding the key to the successful inplenmentation of telecentres;
enhanced awareness of the potential of ICTs in rural community

devel opnent; and sonme incone and enpl oynent from I CT-rel ated

activity. The project should attract private sector funding, which wll
accel erate comunity devel opnent in the participating communities.

Reci pi ent: Uganda National Council for Science and Technol ogy,
Researcher: Dr. Z M Nyiira

Uganda: Muiltipurpose Conmunity Tel ecentre Pilot Project

Proj ect . 970022 (003225) I SN » 17142
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Information Society - Africa
Total grant : 145870 CAD Starting date : 19980116
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20020223

This project is part of a series of pilot initiatives to test,

di sseni nate and assess the inpact and viability of nultipurpose
comunity telecentres (MCTs) in Africa. The Internationa

Tel ecomruni cations Union (1 TU), United Nations Educati onal

Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and |IDRC are partnering
with national and | ocal African organizations to plan and support pil ot
tel ecentre projects in up to 5 countries. The MCT project in Uganda
will develop and test a nodel for integrating rural |ibrary and

i nformati on and conmuni cations services to address the needs of

target groups in Nakaseke, Luwero District (population: 31,000) I|ocated
50 km north of Kampala. The MCT will have tel ephone, fax, e-mail

and World Wde Wb access, along with video, audio and

docunent ati on production facilities.

Co- fundi ng agency: Unesco under DANI DA Funds-in-Trust, Paris, FR

Co- fundi ng agency: International Tel ecomrunication Union, Genéve, CH
Reci pi ent: Uganda National Comnmi ssion for UNESCO Kanpal a, UG
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West Africa: Experinmentation of information technologies in Wstern
African centres for reading and cultural animtion

Proj ect . 970215 (003702) I SN . 17016

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit : Conmuni ties
and the Informati on Society -
Africa

Total grant : 450000 CAD Starting date : 19971213

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20011231

This project ains to reinforce communication activities for

devel opnent | ed by Western African centres for reading and cultura
animation. The project is an extension of a project on the integration
of grassroot communi cation activities in target groups of |ocal African
comunities where reading and cultural aninmation centres are established.
Case studies dealing with experinments in information technol ogi es

at the conmmunity level will be produced and di ssem nated over the
Internet, as well as in print to potential users and

donors. They will be used to define directions in this area and to
stinmulate reflection on the devel opmental uses of these tools.
Recommendations fromthis experinent will also be submtted to the
Agence de | a francophoni e, branches of culture and comuni cati ons

and policy and pl anning.

Co- fundi ng agency: Canada. Foreign Affairs and International Trade

Reci pi ent: Agence de |a Francophonie, Paris, FR
Researcher: Pasteur Nzi nahora
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ASIA

PAN - APCC Coconut | nformation Network

Proj ect : 960010 (040341) I SN : 16391
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Pan

Net wor ki ng
Total grant : 74000 CAD Starting date : 19961212
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 19980712

The Asian and Pacific Coconut Community (APCC), an intergovernnental
organi zation of 13 full nenber countries accounting for 85% of the
worl d coconut production, is tasked to pronote, coordinate, and

har moni ze activities of the coconut industry to benefit producers and
those engaged in the processing and nmarketing sectors of the

i ndustry. The project will provide e-nmail and Internet access to APCC
institutions and assist national prograns by providing training for
nati onal coconut information specialists. Coconut-related
information will be published on the Wrld Wde Web; e-publishing and
on-line access to APCC databases will be devel oped. The project wll
test e-mail and Internet connectivity with stakehol ders (researchers,
producers, policynakers, processors, etc.) to determ ne future needs; and
devel op and test the efficiency of conputer conferences for

di scussi ons between APCC nember institutions and stakehol ders.

Reci pient: Asian and Pacific Coconut Conmunity, Jakarta, ID
Researcher: P.G Punchi hewa

El ectroni ¢ Networking for Rural Asial/Pacific Projects

Proj ect : 980211 (004039) I SN . 17600
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Pan

Net wor ki ng
Total grant : 85500 CAD Starting date : 19980909
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20020908

El ectroni c Networking for Rural Asia/Pacific Projects (ENRAP) ainms to
bring the Internet to rural devel opment projects financed by the
International Fund for Agricultural Devel opment (IFAD) in the poorest
parts of Asia and the Pacific. The funding will be
used to devel op and introduce participatory nethods in project
i mpl enentation and to provide conprehensive training to stakehol ders
in | FAD projects. Initially, ENRAP will help selected projects
acquire Internet connectivity and use in eight countries: Bangl adesh
Chi na, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines and Sr
Lanka. A nunber of projects in 3 countries, i.e. China, Nepal and the
Phili ppines, will receive intensive assistance for devel opi ng nati onal
regi onal and international networking at the project |evel.

Co- fundi ng agency: International Fund for Agricultural Devel oprment,
Reci pient: International Devel opment Research Centre, Otawa, ON, CA
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PanAsi a R&D Grant Program ||

Proj ect : 980006 (003820) I SN . 17485

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Pan Net wor ki ng
Total grant : 1330000 CAD Starting date . 19980727

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20010825

This project ains to increase the capacity of information and
comuni cations technol ogies (ICTs) personnel in the Asia Pacific to
undert ake research and devel opnent (R&D) on networking applications,
technol ogi es, policies and inpacts. The Programwi || support R&D
proj ects undertaken by Asia-based organi zations and directed toward
original and innovative networking solutions to specific devel opnent
problems. A committee will set grant guidelines, oversee program

i mpl enmentation, and evaluate the results of both the research
projects and the programitself. The committee conprises a diverse
group of individuals with experience in devel opnent research

regi onal problens, networking applications, policy and technol ogy,
and R&D net hodol ogi es. The Canadi an Centre for Cccupational Health
and Safety (CCOHS), Hamilton, will adm nister the project.

Reci pient: University of Indonesia, Jakarta, ID

Reci pient: International Rice Research Institute, Manila, PH
Reci pi ent: Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety,
Reci pient: University of Dhaka, Dhaka, BD

Researcher A Sri Hartati Suradijono

Resear cher B Robert T Taab

Researcher C : Dr. Patabendi K. Abeytunga

Researcher D Dr Fazlul Alam

PAN - Web Site Devel opnment and Marketing

Proj ect . 958015 (040282) I SN . 16283

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Pan Net wor ki ng
Total grant : 220690 CAD Starting date : 19960322

St at us . active Conpl etion date : 19970921

The Pan Asia Networking (PAN) Program has been designhed to provide

the physical electronic infrastructure for general networking in the
Asi an region. The PAN Server is a necessary tool for coordinating,

i mpl enenting, nonitoring, and marketing the workplan. There is potentia
for offering the PAN Wbsite on the Internet as the one-stop place for
i nformati on on devel oprment issues in Asian countries. This project wll
show t he power of the Internet for networking people and institutions.
A key objective is to identify R& institutions and infornmation
sources of the region that are working toward sustai nabl e and

equi tabl e devel opnment to enable their active contribution to PAN
These institutions will be assisted to publish electronically and to
start an Internet presence on PAN. Concurrently, the capacity of the
PAN Server to provide services and i nnovative technol ogies to these
clients will be enhanced.

Reci pient: International Devel opment Research Centre, Otawa, ON, CA
Researcher: Maria Ng Lee Hoon
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PAN - Information Networking and Services (PINS) - Philippines

Proj ect : 958011 (040320) I SN . 16281
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Pan
Net wor ki ng
Total grant : 150000 CAD Starting date : 19960108
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20020113
This project will establish a PAN i nformati on server at
the Philippi nes Departnment of Science and Technol ogy (DOST). The
server will provide opportunities for organizations based in the
Phi | i ppi nes to use nodern networking technologies. It will enable the

organi zati ons to access and exchange information for enhanci ng

col | aboration in regional programm ng work. Approtech Asia is the
first of five Asian networking groups to benefit fromthis PAN
facility. The project marks the start of PAN' s work on the content
aspect that is outlined in its strategic framework.

Reci pient: Philippines. Dept. of Science and Technol ogy, Manila, PH
Reci pient: Asian Alliance of Appropriate Technol ogy Practitioners,
Researcher A : M Merlita Opena

Researcher B : Ms Lilia Ranps

Phi |i ppi nes: Ml tipurpose Community Tel ecentres in Sel ected Barangays

Proj ect ;980219 (004029) I SN : 17713
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Pan
Net wor ki ng
Total grant : 215815 CAD Starting date : 19981116
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20011209
This project will set up pilot nultipurpose community telecentres

(MCTs) in four barangays (villages) in M ndanao and operate themon a
trial basis for two years, with a view to nmaking them sustai nabl e.

The MCTs will deliver Internet services with a primary focus on
health care, agriculture, education and |ivelihoods. The project team
will investigate the legal, financial, operational and technica

i ssues of establishing and mai ntaining MICs in the Philippines; identify
the informati on and conmmuni cati on needs of villagers; enlist |oca
participation in developing a framework for the MIC, build capacity;
devel op content with public, private and civil society organizations;
encourage local partners to develop their own infornmation

applications; assess the inpact of the telecentre; determ ne enabling
factors in the sustainable operation of MCTs; and deliver guidelines for
expandi ng MCT coverage in M ndanao, and the country.

Co- fundi ng agency: Canadi an | nternational Devel opnent Agency, Hull

Reci pient: Philippine Council for Health Research and Devel opnent,
Researcher: Merlita M Opena
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

Capacity Devel opnent for Internet Use in Latin America and the
Cari bbean (LAC)

Proj ect . 980204 (004240) I SN : 17531
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Pan
Net wor ki ng
Total grant : 110000 CAD Starting date : 19980828
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20010827
This project will support small capacity-building training and

networ ki ng activities by selected researchers and institutions in
Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean. The project is a response to the

i ncreasing accessibility of information and conmuni cati on
technol ogi es (I CTs) by previously margi nalized sectors of society.
Project funds will be used for |IDRC adninistered grants to fulfil

sel ected requests for training, website enhancenent and networKki ng,
in anpbunts of up to CA$10 000 per grant. Priority will be given to
requests that involve collaborative networks, grassroots
participation, innovative experinentation with Internet resources and
uses, potential for future collaboration in regional networking (PAN)
projects, and links with other |IDRC supported activities.

Reci pient: International Devel opment Research Centre, Otawa, ON, CA

Comunity Networking Pilot Projects in Latin Anmerica

Proj ect : 960031 (003219) I SN . 16342
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Pan

Net wor ki ng
Total grant : 242731 CAD Starting date : 19970312
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20000323

The projects are | owcost public tel ecommuni cati ons access

centres based on a telecentre concept providing |local access to

comuni cations equi pnent; training in the use of conputer networks;

and support in making strategic use of electronic comunications to
engage local citizens and organizations in community devel oprment.

The two APC networ ks, EcuaNex in Ecuador and Col nodo in Col onbi a,

will inplenment the projects to enable community groups to participate in
devel oping | ocal policies, and the specifying infrastructure needs. This
| ocal involvenent will ensure that technol ogi es nmeet conmunity needs and
will help spread information nore widely to smaller and rural comunities
that have no access to this medium Pilots will be run with indigenous
peopl e in the Ecuadorian Amazon, and | owincome housing groups in

Col onbi a.

Co- f undi ng agency: Col nodo, Bogot|, CO

Reci pient: |Intercom Nodo Ecuanex, Qito, EC
Researcher: Karin Del gadill o Poepse
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Web- based Conmuni cation and Information Service in S&T Policy and
Managenment for Latin America and the Caribbean

Proj ect . 978757 (050302) I SN : 17299
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Pan

Net wor ki ng
Total grant : 83050 CAD Starting date : 19980325
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 19990920

Uni versity of Sao Paol o, proposes to pilot a Wb-based comruni cation
and information service in science and technol ogy (S&T) policy and
managenment in 4 countries. The service will be based on a Canadi an design
and will be defined and used by a S&T policy researchers, educators
and managers in business, university and governnent. The project wll
end with a workshop to review the experience, gather support and
promote the next stage. CECAE will act as the hub of the service,
with the Centro Interuniversitario de Desarrollo (CINDA), Chile, the
Red | beroanericana de |Indi cadores de Ciencia y Tecnol ogia (Rl CYT),

Uni ver si dad Naci onal de Quilnes, Argentina, and the Asoci aci 6n

Lati noaneri cana de Gesti 6n Tecnol 6gi ca (ALTEC), Universi dad Naci ona
Aut b6noma de Mexico, acting as subsidiary participants. It is expected
that the project will enhance the interaction between the

various actors in the field of S&T policy and nmanagenent, and provide
government with expert advice for S&T policy-nmaking.

Reci pi ent: Uni ver si dade de Sao Paul o.
Researcher: Eva Sta
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SOUTH ASIA

I ndia: Telework: Inplications for Enploynent, Trade and Social Equity

Pr oj ect : 960219 (003220) | SN . 16288
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Trade,

Empl oyment and Conpetitiveness
Total grant : 233320 CAD Starting date : 19961213
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20001030
This project will incorporate the findings of the pre-project

consul tation and analysis of the inplications of telewdrking in India
and Mal aysia. Wth globalization and the potential inmportance of

tel eworking to the econony, the |Indian governnent has over the past
decade nade serious efforts to ensure the devel opnent of
infrastructure and incentives for software exports. This project wll
provi de i nportant input into policy-nmaking for adapting to the
opportunities and constraints posed by gl obalization. The research
will assess the roles of teleconmuting (tel ematics-assisted di stant
wor k) in Bombay and teletrade in Bonbay, Bangalore, and Calcutta. An
i mportant outcone will be to informthe global discussions on trade
in services, enploynent, and conpetitiveness. The research will

eval uate the factors at the nacro and mcro |levels that affect
telework in the service sector; highlight emerging strategic
alliances; identify institutional and organi zational considerations;
and assess the inpact on enploynment. The participatory nature of the
research will enable the dissemnation of the results to the

st akehol ders. Contributions to gl obal discussions will be nade
through a gl obal neeting including representatives of internationa
organi zati ons such as the World Trade Organi zation (WO).

Recipient: UNU Institute for New Technol ogi es, Maastricht, NL
Researcher: Prof. Swasti Mtter

Paki stan: Pilot for Providing Internet Services in Northern Areas

Proj ect : 980223 (003872) I SN . 17738
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . Pan
Net wor ki ng
Total grant : 253440 CAD Starting date : 19981222
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20020120
This pilot project will identify and analyze technical, organizational

| egal and human problems pertinent to Internet service delivery in renpte
| ocations of northern Pakistan. Information materials and |nternet-based
applications will be devel oped to provide reliable and conprehensive

i nformati on and advice to decision-nmakers and donor agencies interested in
devel oping an Internet infrastructure to serve devel opment prograns and

| ocal conmunities. The

output of the project will be the establishnent of an Internet service
provider (ISP) in Glgit - as will as in Skardu and Chitral districts, if
feasible - and a nunmber of pilot websites focusing on |ocal issues, if
possible, in local |anguages. Local governnental organizations or snall
busi nesses will maintain the | SP system and provi de assistance to

subscri bers.
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Reci pient: International Centre for |Integrated Mouuntain Devel oprment,
Kat hmmandu
Researcher: Wahaj us Siraj
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GLOBAL

Connecting to the Wirld Partnership Grants: 1998-99 (98-0805)

Proj ect : 980805 (004239) I SN : 17416
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . CSB -
Special Initiatives Program
Total grant : 186000 CAD Starting date : 19980623
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 20010622
For the second year running, this project will provide a nunber of

small grants to Canadi an organi zati ons and institutions in the
devel opnent comrunity that seek to enhance the quality and reach of
their know edge brokering activities through information and
comuni cation technol ogi es. The specific objectives will focus on
el ectroni c networking, an enhanced presence on the Internet and

di ssenmi nation of information on global issues through a variety of
broadcast nedia. The aimis to increase the nunber of Canadians -
particul arly young Canadi ans - exposed to new i deas and know edge
about gl obal i ssues.

Reci pient: International Devel opment Research Centre, Otawa, ON, CA

MJSA Ger npl asm I nformati on System

Proj ect : 930604 (000049) I SN . 15281
Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit . 1SS
Total grant : 452000 CAD Starting date : 19931126
St at us . active Conpl etion date : 19980228

The International Network for the |nprovenent of Bananas and

Pl antains (INIBAP) will develop an information system and software to
coordi nate the thousands of accessions presently existing in regiona
and national collections of banana and plantain (MJSA) gernplasm

The information system (M3dS) will contribute to the understandi ng of
the diversity of the two crops, which are staple food sources in many
parts of the devel oping regions of the world, thereby inproving
research and the provision of healthy planting material to snall
farmers who are the main producers of the two crops. MAS will [ink
a network of regional and national curators of the gernplasmto
facilitate the exchange of information and planting nateri al

I nformati on on term nol ogy and agrononic practices enployed in

different regions will be brought into the system which will contain 11
nodul es linked in a relational database. Network nenbers will be closely
i nvolved in the devel opnent of the systemand will receive training to

participate in docunenting collections and in sharing infornmation.

Co- fundi ng agency: Centre de coopération internationale en recherche
agronom que pour | e dével opperment (Cl RAD)
Reci pient: International Network for the |Inmprovenent of Banana and
Pl antain, Montpellier, FR
Researcher: Dr. Nicolas Muteo
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Assessnent | ndicators for the Inpact of Information on Devel opnent -

Phase |
Project: 910249 I SN: 14911
Donor . IDRC

Funding Unit: IS - Special Initiatives

To date, IDRC s Information Sciences Division has supported over 500

i nformati on projects in devel oping countries. These activities

i ncl ude devel opi ng gl obal, regional, and national informtion

networ ks; strengthening information services; facilitating access to

i nformati on resources; training personnel to manage information; and
research on the application of information technol ogies for

devel opnent. The information conmmunity has yet to neasure to what extent
these information activities directly influence the econonic and socia

advancenent of people in developing countries. |In this project,

IDRC wi Il gather |eaders of the informati on science conmunity to di scuss
these issues face-to-face and through a conmputer conference. The ai m of
this brainstorming will be to produce valid nodels to assess the inpact

of information activities on developnment and to build a workabl e
framework for designing nore relevant informati on prograns and research
in the future.

Area under study . /gl obal/

Amount of grant . 139840 CAD

Fi scal year ;9192

Date funds conmitted : 19920225

Conpl eti on date : 19930225

St at us : Closed

Reci pient: |International Devel opnment Research Centre (I DRC)

Addr ess: I DRC, 250 Al bert Street, P.O. Box 8500, Otawa,
Ontario, Canada K1G 3H9
Researcher: MConnel |, Paul M

Post - Proj ect Sunmary: The project started in March 1992, with an
initial two-day workshop that continued as a conmputer conference
for seven nmonths. It was a "closed" conference of 15 internationa
experts, although the views of several external commentators were
also entered in to the conference. Al npbst 400 nessages were
exchanged. |ssues debated included background considerations and
definitions; the different perspectives fromwhich to assess
benefits; the various types of benefits to be obtained; experience
wi th assessnent nethods; characteristics of indicators; etc. The
findings of the conputer conference were reviewed at a workshop
attended by a limted nunber of the participants fromthe conputer
conference and several policymakers and practitioners, nostly from
devel opi ng countries. They exanined the validity and applicability
of the nodels and assessnent nethods contained in the sumuary
report of the conputer conference and formul ated a
conprehensive framework for field testing the results in devel oping
countries. Findings were presented to the Canadi an Associ ati on of
Informati on Scientists; and an eval uation of the conputer conference
approach was submtted to the Journal of the Anmerican Society of
I nformati on Sci ence. Support continued in a second phase.
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| npact of Information on Devel opment - Phase |

Proj ect: 930605 (000071) I SN: 15269

Donor . I DRC Funding Unit: |ISS - SED, | PR

Amount of grant : 244000 CAD Starting date : 19931105

St at us . closed Conpl eti on date : 19980127

Phase Il will field test the nmethodol ogy fornmed in phase | and support

related activities (publications, workshops, and networks)to increase
awar eness of progress in this field; pronote adoption of the updated
assessment net hodol ogy; facilitate sharing of practical experience; and
strengthen the research base to bring about further inprovenents. The
results of this project will inprove understanding of the inpact of

i nformati on on devel oprment; inprove the design of information activities
to better serve the needs of clients; and reinforce the allocation of
resources to information activities that can denonstrate useful ness.

Reci pient: International Devel opment Research Centre, Otawa, ON, CA
Donor funds: 244000

I npact of Information on Devel opment : a Path Anal ysis Approach -

Phase 111

Proj ect: 940605 (001063) | SN: 15454

Donor . I DRC Fundi ng Unit: Information Sciences and
Systens - SED Information Policy

Amount of grant : 249600 CAD Starting date : 19940921

St at us . active Conpl eti on date : 19981108

This project will devel op a nmethodol ogy for assessing the inpact of

i nformati on on devel oprment activities through the use of the "path

anal ysis" technique. The research study will undertake two pil ot

test studies in Canada, followed by a devel opi ng country study
undertaken by the Institute of Scientific and Technical |nfornmation
of Shanghai (I1STIS), China. The study will rely on a statistica
anal ysis of broadly-based indicator data, coupled with nore specific
i nformati on about inputs and outputs of information services and

ot her potentially contributing factors. The techni que used is known
as causal modelling, inplenented in the Llnear Structural RELations
(LI SREL) software package. The results of the project will inprove
under st andi ng of the inmpact of information on devel opnent; inprove
the design of information activities to better serve the needs of
clients; and reinforce the allocation of resources to those
information activities that are able to denonstrate their useful ness.

Reci pient: University of Western Ontario, London, ON, CA
Address: Graduate School of Library & Information Science,
London, Ontario N6G 1H1
Researcher: Jean Tague-Sutcliffe
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