The role and importance of arts and culture in 

the development and identity of

Francophone and Acadian communities 
Position paper for the 2006 federal election campaign. 

"Cultural organizations are the lungs of our communities. The arts are the oxygen" 

"The arts sustain us, culture unites us" 

Who are we? 

The Fédération culturelle canadienne-française (FCCF) is a national organization with a mandate to promote the artistic and cultural expression of Francophone and Acadian communities. Its members – 11 provincial and territorial cultural organizations and 7 national arts organizations representing theatre, the visual arts, song/music, publishing and the media arts – have over the past 30 years united in their efforts to ensure that arts and culture nourish the soul and strengthen the cultural identity of Francophone and Acadian minority communities throughout Canada.   

The FCCF and its members have worked tirelessly, inspired by an indefatigable will and determination to ensure that: 

· creators and producers in all disciplines can forge original artistic material that is representative of their environment and experience;   

· the distributors and cultural development organizations can enrich the quality of life of their fellow citizens by organizing events, workshops and performances, and lastly; 

· the language and culture of one of Canada's two founding peoples can continue to enrich our cultural diversity and reflect the linguistic duality of our country, two fundamental values that typify Canada and which are its source of pride on the international stage.

Why this position paper? 

The FCCF and its members would like to know your party's position and receive an update on the commitment that your party is prepared to make and to keep to support the development of Canada's Francophone and Acadian communities through the arts and culture.   

Please send your answers to the questions below in writing by Wednesday January 11, 2006 to the FCCF as the following address:  pbourbeau@zof.ca. We will share the results of our research with our members, ideally on Friday, January 13, so that they can make the most informed decision possible on January 23. This initiative is accordingly apolitical. Please do not hesitate to contact  Pierre Bourbeau at (613) 241-8770, ext. 24, on December 22 and 23 or as of January 9, if you have any questions.

	Questions for the political parties: 

If elected as the government in January 2006, will your political party: 

1. Commit to identifying new funding, estimated at approximately $20 million annually, to support the artistic and cultural development of Canada's Francophonie?

2. Commit to ensuring that the Canadian Francophonie receives its fair share of the existing programs of federal departments and agencies, estimated at $10 million in 2005-2006. This amount would increase proportionally to the increase in the funding made available to the arts and culture through federal programs?

	3. Commit to honouring the announcement by the federal government on November 23, 2005 that arts and culture would receive an additional investment of $342 million over three years? 
 

4. Commit to funding Tomorrow Starts Today 
  and making it permanent?

5. Commit to enhancing the status of artists to give them recognition as independent workers?


Information regarding the above questions 

Why promote arts and culture? 

Arts and culture contribute to the development of a people, as they create ideas and stimulate a process of reflection about what we are. They develop social skills in young people, improve their academic performance and their confidence to tackle the challenges that life offers. It has been shown that knowledge of the arts stimulates critical thinking and creative problem-solving – talents that are in high demand these days.

Arts and culture, furthermore, make a major contribution to the Canadian economy. It is estimated that they contribute over $39 billion annually (3.8% of Gross Domestic Product) and they provide jobs for some 740,000 skilled workers (4% of the employed workforce); this makes them more important as an economic force than agriculture, forestry, mining and gas and oil combined. 
  

As a result, approximately 100 Canadian municipalities have come together in the Creative Cities Network, determined to make a commitment to the arts and culture. Why? Because in investing in the human capital and creative abilities of Canadians, they create vibrant, attractive communities, diversify and enrich their economic base, improve the quality of life of their citizens, increase their competitive advantage and enhance their individual identity. 
 They also become a focal point that contributes to retaining their citizens, an essential dimension of regional development. 

Why support Francophone Canadian arts and culture? 

In addition to the economic benefits set out above, arts and culture provide Francophone and Acadian communities with a focal point for creativity and reflection where they can modernize themselves, establish constructive links to their environment and forge a strong sense of identity among Francophones with regard to their place of origin, their language and their culture. 

Francophone Canadians have a history of major achievements in arts and culture, both locally, provincially, regionally and nationally. Bringing together and organizing major networks over the past decade has made possible numerous initiatives, including:  

· The signing of a cooperative agreement between the FCCF and major Canadian cultural institutions —  the CBC/SRC, the Canada Council,  the National Arts Centre (NAC), the National Film Board (NFM) and Canadian Heritage – to monitor the implementation of Sections 41-42 of the Official Languages Act in the cultural field. This agreement made possible a number of major projects, including: 

· A Zof Montréal office, with responsibility for promoting French Canadian artistic products in the Quebec market; 

· Regional theatre arts networks in Ontario  (Réseau Ontario), Atlantic (RADARTS) and Western Canada (Réseau Espace) and the creation of a national alliance – ARDAS – which unites all Canada's French-language broadcasters around common issues; 

· A network of song galas in collaboration with the Festival de la chanson de Granby;

· An Internet sales and promotion company — Livres, disques, etc.— aimed at making cultural products from Canada's Francophone communities accessible from coast to coast.  

· Support for the IPOLC agreements (Interdepartmental Partnership with the Official- Language Communities) with the Canada Council, the NAC, the CBC/SRC, Telefilm Canada and the NFB to ensure additional dedicated funding for Francophones in Canada; 

· The development of strategic planning in the field of arts and culture for Francophone Canadians, at the provincial and national levels; 

· The organization of such major events as the National Forum on Cultural Development in 2003, an annual promotional operation at the RIDEAU Bourse, a regional theatre festival, Festival Zones Francophones at the NAC, etc. 

In order to fulfil its ambitious mandate, to enable our communities to enjoy the benefits of a rich and vibrant cultural life through access to artistic activities and cultural products in French from coast to coast in Canada, the arts and culture of Canada's Francophonie requires substantial, sustained resources to carry out the mandates entrusted to us.   

Priorities of the arts and culture in French Canada: 
1. Consolidation of the local, provincial, territorial and national structures and infrastructures for the promotion of arts and culture and strengthening their capacity for action and representation 

The cultural development sector is truly the "lungs of Canada's Francophones" with some 145 cultural centres, cultural societies, cultural facilities and other organizations which attract a substantial pool of volunteers. These are the local organizations that sustain the cultural life of their communities and their schools by organizing amateur and professional performances, festivals, provincial and regional song galas, community and school theatre festivals, workshops, art exhibitions, book launchings and film premieres. The cultural sector has, however, faced major challenges over the past decade. Inadequate and unstable operating funding has resulted in a shortage and high turnover in human resources, the discouragement of volunteers, which makes carrying out artistic and cultural programs by these local and provincial organizations increasingly difficult. Other requirements such as: 

· the professionalization and training of human resources and volunteers; 

· sustained networking to counteract a isolation and a lack of geographic concentration;

· the development and consolidation of cultural dissemination and promotional structures;

· the development of the network of artistic and cultural infrastructures;

· the positioning of the arts and culture sector vis-à-vis municipalities, provincial/territorial arts councils, departments of education, departments of culture, economic agencies, etc., poses a major challenge to which the arts and culture sector must rise in the next few years.

On the arts side, seven national organizations, some 20 years old and some newly established, are working to professionalize French-Canadian artists, develop the resources and actions that will further their full participation in the cultural industries, provide for the next generation, promote better access to artistic and cultural products and stimulate the circulation of our artists. 

In the meantime, the federal government has been slow to grant independent worker status to artists (21% of whom are independent workers compared to 8% for the population as a whole
), has still not amended the Employment Insurance scheme to make them eligible for it, despite the oft-repeated demands from the arts community.  

We estimate that an additional investment of $20 million is needed annually to sustain Francophone Canadian arts and cultural organizations with adequate, permanent funding to enable them to consolidate their activities and their impact in our communities.   

The mechanisms that we propose to distribute these new funds are: 

· the federal government's official languages action plan. The FCCF is currently working on the inclusion of an arts and culture section in this action plan;

· cooperative agreements between the federal government and Canada's Francophone and Acadian communities. The FCCF and its members support the Federation of Francophone and Acadian Communities  (FCFA) in the ratification of these agreements. 

2. Enhanced access for the arts and culture sector of Canada's Francophones to the programs of the major federal cultural institutions. 
The world of Francophone Canadian artistic production and creation (publishing, theatre, song/music, visual and media art) has over the past decade organized itself around national platforms that support the artists and cultural companies present in the communities. In order to evaluate the positioning of the artists and organizations that provide services to the arts in the programs of federal departments and agencies, the FCCF carried out a study
 in 2002 which, through annual updates, provides information about the access of French-Canadian artists and organizations to the programs managed by the federal departments and agencies involved in the arts and culture.

The results of our study show that while Francophone communities have made substantial gains in recent years, there is still a long way to go to achieve their fair share based on the demographic weight represented by Francophone Canadians outside Quebec. The shortfall is currently estimated at $10 million annually, based on the amounts available in 2005-2006. 

Through Canadian Heritage, the federal government has announced an increase of $342 million in the budget for the arts spread over the next three years.
 Cette annonce permettra au budget du Conseil des arts du Canada de doubler d’ici 2008 pour atteindre un sommet de 300 M$ par année. 

The Tomorrow Starts Today  initiative, launched in 2001 and renewed in 2004, as well as the recent announcement by the federal government are of vital importance for the development of the arts and culture in Canada. The FCCF is working together with the Canadian Coalition for the Arts, the Canadian Conference of the Arts and the Canada Council to have the Tomorrow Starts Today initiative given greater resources in the coming years and to make it permanent to ensure that the gains made are stabilized and to respond better to the pressing needs of the arts and culture sector.  

� Communiqué : The Government of Canada strengthens its commitment to artistic excellence. Montreal, November 23, 2005 � HYPERLINK "http://www.pch.gc.ca/newsroom/news_e.cfm?Action=Display&code=5N0325F" ��http://www.pch.gc.ca/newsroom/news_e.cfm?Action=Display&code=5N0325F� 


� Communiqué : De nouveaux fonds attribués aux arts et à la culture. Ottawa, le 15 décembre 2004  � HYPERLINK "http://www.pch.gc.ca/newsroom/news_e.cfm?Action=Display&code=4N0243F" ��http://www.pch.gc.ca/newsroom/news_e.cfm?Action=Display&code=4N0243F�


� Dossier de ressources du Conseil des arts du Canada: � HYPERLINK "http://www.conseildesarts.ca/aproposdenous/advocacy_fr/hj127323047009843750.htm" ��http://www.conseildesarts.ca/aboutus/advocacy/hj127323047009843750.htm�


� Dossier de ressources du Conseil des arts du Canada: � HYPERLINK "http://www.conseildesarts.ca/aproposdenous/advocacy_fr/hj127323047009843750.htm" ��http://www.conseildesarts.ca/aboutus/advocacy/hj127323047009843750.htm�


� Nouvelles des villes créatives, Engendrer des bénéfices économiques et sociaux pour les communautés, Réseau des villes créatives.


� CCA Bulletin.


� An analysis of the role and position of the Canadian Francophonie in the major federal cultural institutions.  


� Communiqué : The Government of Canada strengthens its commitment to artistic excellence, Montreal, November 23, 2005.





