Otawa, Ontario
--- Upon resum ng on Thursday, Septenber 16, 2004 at 0024

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): If | could call the
neeting to order

What | would like to do nowis to ask M. Stewart MacKi nnon
who is the Secretary of the Canadi an I ntergovernnental Conference
Secretariat, |le Secrétariat des conférences intergouvernenental es
canadi ennes.

Where is M. MacKinnon? M. MacKinnon will take the
si gnat ure book.

--- Prime Mnister Martin signs the book

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): M. MacKinnon will take
t he signature book and each prem er can sign.

| mght just tell you that M. MacKi nnon has been the
Secretary of the Conference Secretariat since 1983. Now, you
t hi nk of what he has seen, conferences in this room and he wl|
be retiring in Novenber of this year.

Now, | have got to say, M. MacKinnon, it's -- we are going
to be very sad to see you retire, but it is not a bad thing to
retire on a high.

--- The Prem ers sign the book

TRES HON. PAUL MARTIN: Bonsoir. Les prenmiers ninistres se
sont entendus sur un plan pour de neilleurs soins de santé pour
toutes | es Canadi ennes et tous |es Canadiens. C est une entente
sur 10 ans, concue pour durer 10 ans. Ce plan pernettra
d' aneliorer notre systene de santé. |l donne le coup d' envoi a
notre projet de réduction des tenps d' attente et d'expansion des
soins a domcile a travers tout |e pays.

Canada's First Mnisters have agreed and have just signed on
a 10-year plan, a deal for a decade, that will |ead to better
health care for all Canadians. It is a 10-year agreenent that is
designed to actually hold for 10 years and it will lay the
foundation for critical inprovenments to the health systemthat
wi |l endure beyond that.

This accord will Kkick-start a reduction in waiting times
right across the country, except for reporters at federal
provi nce neetings.

It will inmprove access to health care professionals so that
Canadi ans can see a doctor when they need to, where they need to.

It will result in the expansion of hone care services across the
country, better pharmaceutical coverage and managenment and, above
all else, real accountability to Canadi ans.

Coming in, I knew this neeting would be hard work. Premer
McGQuinty, the current Chairman anong the Premiers, knew it too
and all of the Premiers around this table did as well.

During our discussions there was passion and forthrightness
and, yes, there were tensions forcefully expressed. The public
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process to which we commtted was increasingly difficult to

mai ntain as our deliberations grew intense and detailed. But in
the end there was steadfast political will anmong the First

M nisters. People around this table stood up for health care and
for Canadi ans. There was determ nation to secure a |long-term
deal that will stop the annual ritual of federal-provincial

di sputes and start the process of renewal and positive change in
heal th care.

Au cours de nos discussions, il est devenu évident que, pour
réaliser une véritable réforne pour renforcer notre systene de
santé, un systene de qualité universelle et accessible, nous ne
pouvi ons pas nettre |' enphase uni quenent sur |"argent. |l est
essentiel de savoir ce que nous obtenons pour notre argent.

As part of the agreenent Canada's Prem ers have agreed to
provi de nmeani ngful information to Canadi ans on the progress they
are making to reduce to reduce waiting tines. That means robust
and conparable indicators. It means evi dence-based benchmarks
for maxi mum acceptable waiting tinmes in priority areas. And it
means nmulti-year targets set by each province or territory and
reported then nationally, publicly to Canadi ans.

To help the provinces and territories produce neasurable
results, further inplenment reforns and ensure | ong-term
predi ctabl e support for core services, the federal governnent
will increase by some $41 billion its contribution to health care
in Canada over the next decade, beginning in the current fisca
year. This represents the full realization not only of the
financial recommendati ons of the Romanow Conmi ssion, which in
fact we have exceeded, but al so the conprehensive plan for health
care that was outlined in our election platform

| want to share with Canadi ans sone of the highlights of the
enhanced federal contribution to health care in Canada.

First, we will invest an additional $500 nmillion a year in
base heal th funding over and above the $2 billion required to
fill the Romanow gap to ensure further expansion of honme care and

cat astrophi ¢ drug cover age.

Second, we have agreed to one-tine investnent of
$500 million in medical equiprment to finance inportant purchases
that in thenmselves will help to reduce waiting tinmes for key
procedur es.

Troi si émenment, nous avons été convai ncus par les premers
mnistres ici présents et par les interventions des spécialistes
et des professionnels de la santé qu'il est difficile d enmbaucher
des médecins, des infirméres, des infirmers et d autres
prof essionnels de |l a santé quand on ne peut conpter que sur du
financement a court terme. Nous allons donc continuer a investir
dans | e fonds de réduction des tenps d attente au-dela des six
années prévues. Nous allons investir un mlliard de dollars
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addi ti onnel pendant |es quatre derni eres années de cette entente
pour appuyer |'enbauche de professionnels de |la santé. Cela
constitue une conposante intégrale de toute stratégie visant a
assurer |"'accessibilité a des soins en tenps opportun.

Fourth, for the first tinme the federal governnent is
commtting to an escalator, a 6 per cent annual increase in the
federal health care contribution. This escalator is of core
i nportance to the health reformefforts of the provinces and
territories. It will allow governnents to plan far ahead, to
build with confidence, to invest with the certainty that the
federal contribution to health is guaranteed and i s grow ng.

Nous nous somes aussi entendus sur | a nécessité d ameliorer
la prévisibilité de |a péréquation et de la fornule de
financenment des territoires. Nous discuterons de ces questions
i mportantes et d'autres questions financieres lors d' une
prochai ne rencontre des premers mnistres |le 26 octobre
pr ochai n.

This week Canada's First Mnisters came to OGtawa to this
nmeeting on health care with anbitious goals. They did so for
good reason. W have, as a nation, adopted the best aspects of
the conpetitive market econony, and at the sane tinme we have
invested in and built the systemthat allows each and every
Canadi an, regardl ess of status, regardl ess of inconme, access to
hi gh-quality, publicly-funded health care throughout their I|ives.

We are in an uni que position anong industrial countries.

The Canadi an governnent has | egitinmate budget surpluses and
within fiscal reason the opportunity to secure our social safety
net, not only for ourselves but for our children and our
grandchil dren after them

Forty to 50 years ago visionary hard-working | eaders
enbraced the ideal of communal caring and gave us the universa
heal th insurance that we strive today to preserve and to enhance.

| want all of us around this table, all of us in this room
and | know all of us watching on television, we all want Canada
to lead the way, to take a val ued social programlike nedicare
and make it work for the next generation, to nmake it strong and
sustainable. W can do this. W have the desire, individually,
collectively. W have the neans and now we have the agreenent.
French - 9:38

We, Canada's 14 First Mnisters, have tonight signed our
names to this 10-year agreenent for better health care.

Canadi ans will hold us accountable now, tonorrow and in the
decade to cone. This is as it should be.

| would now call on the Premers and the territoria
| eaders, beginning with Premier McGQuinty of Ontario.

HON. DALTON McGUINTY (Ont.): Thank you very much, M. Prine
M ni ster.
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It has been nmy privilege to serve as Chair of the Council of
the Federation during its this First Mnisters' neeting. | am
pl eased, in that capacity, to announce that we do have good news,
good news for Canadi ans and good news for their health care. W
have agreed on a pl an.

Il s'agit d un bon plan, un bon plan qui appuie nos efforts
visant a réduire les tenps d attente. |l s'agit d un bon plan
pour les patients et les patientes a qui nous offrons maintenant
| e service, et pour ceux et celles dont nous prendrons soin au
cours des années a venir.

It is a good plan to support our efforts to reduce wait
times. It is a good plan for the patients we serve now and the
patients we will have to care for in the years ahead.

| want to thank the Prime Mnister for his |eadership.
Wthout his commtnent and determ nation we would not have cone
to an agreenent.

| want to commend ny fellow Premers for the way they have
wor ked together. Regional differences were put aside, politica
stripes becane invisible. It hasn't always been an easy or a
tidy process, but inthe end it is a rem nder that far nore
unites us as Canadi ans than divides us as governnents.

What has been paranmount throughout this process right around
the table is a commtnent to 30 mllion Canadi ans and their
heal th and wel | - bei ng.

| want to take the opportunity as well to thank officials
fromeach and every one of our delegations. W are all blessed
to have working with us highly principled and professional public
servants who work quietly, consistently and constantly on behal f
of Canadi ans.

When a conference began | tal ked about Canadi ans' ability to
build this country with equal parts realismand optimsm |
urged us to be cl ear-eyed about the chall enges facing our health
care system while having the vision to tackle them This plan,
and the fact we were able to forge it together, nmakes nme nore
optim stic than ever about our shared future.

But | would urge us all to continue to be realistic as well.

There are still enornous chal |l enges ahead. Today we have nade
progress. How much progress, though, depends on all of us, and
how we translate this plan into action.

| want to take this opportunity as well to thank
our partners in health care, the hard-working adm nistrators,
doctors and nurses and ot her professionals who deliver front-1line
care. | say to them W value your contribution and we ask for
your help in reducing waiting tines.

| know in ny own province of Ontario the outlook is brighter
today. Yet, at the sanme tinme, we work to deliver the results our
peopl e deserve we still face a |large deficit. There are stil
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t ough choices to be nmade for all of us. But we can do nore to
reduce wait tinmes with this plan than we could have wi thout it.

| also started these proceedi ngs on Monday by saying that as
Canadi ans we want quality health care for our parents and
grandparents when they need it, for our own generation as we need
it, and for our children and their children should they need it.

This plan supports our efforts to deliver that care.

| want to conclude ny comrents by speaking to the people
that matter nost in all of this, the people of Canada, especially
those who are waiting for care, perhaps for cardiac or cancer
care, for cataract surgery, maybe a hip or knee replacenent, or a
an MRI or CT scan. | want you to know that while we cannot
entirely elimnate all wait tinmes, and we do face grow ng demands
in the years ahead, we are all working on your behalf to nmake
t hings better.

We know that ultinmately we are accountable to you and your
famlies and it is our responsibility to you that inspires our
efforts, that infornms this plan and that will guide its
i npl ement ati on.

If the plan we have reached today is nerely an agreenent
between First Mnisters, then all we have done is nmade headl i nes.

If we continue to work together, if we conmt ourselves to rea

reformand real action, then we will have nade a real difference
and that is exactly what Canadi ans need, want and deserve.
Thank you.

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Thank you, Premer.

Mai ntenant, je demanderais le Premer Mnistre du Québec,
nonsi eur Char est .

L' HON. JEAN CHAREST (QC): Merci, Monsieur le Premer
M nistre du Canada, Monsieur |le Président du Conseil de |la
Fédération et chers coll égues premers mnistres, Mnsieur |e
M nistre Mar.

Mesdames et mnessieurs, |a dél égati on québécoi se est venue
ici forte de |'appui de |a popul ation du Québec et en particulier
de tous les intervenants québécois du nonde de | a santé que
j'avais rencontrés dans |les jours précédant |a tenue de cette
conf érence.

Je tiens a saluer d enblée | es hormes et |es femmes qu
travaillent dans |l e réseau de |l a santé et des services sociaux du
Québec, qu'ils soient infirmers, infirmeres, nédecins,
adm ni strateurs, travailleurs de soutien. Ce sont des homes et
des femes qui sont sur la prem ére |igne et sur qui nous
conptons afin que nous puissions aider ceux et celles qui ont
droit a nos services a un nonent tres inportant dans |eur vie.

Le Gouvernenent du Québec s'est présenté a cette conférence
pour travailler de facon constructive a |'amélioration de la
prestation des soins de santé. On |'a fait avec les intéréts
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supérieurs du Québec en téte et on |'a fait, Mnsieur le Premer
M nistre, avec une vision noderne du fédéralisme canadien qu
reconnait et valorise nos différences.

Nos travaux ont mis en luméere certaines réalités. D abord,
nous avons des défis qui sont des défis trés inportants sur
| "accessibilité, sur la qualité des soins, santé aussi, c'est un
phénonmeéne de vieillissement de |a popul ation.

Un défi qui a ms enrelief le fait que | es gouvernenents
provinciaux et territoriaux sont d abord des premers
gouver nenments conpétents pour livrer |es services de soins de
sant é.

Il y a aussi un défi de financement, nous |e savons, un
probl éme de sous-financenent ou | e Gouvernenent fédéral était
interpellé.

Le Gouvernement du Québec a fait de la santé sa prem ére
priorité. Nous avons réinvesti, depuis notre élection, 2,2
mlliards de dollars dans notre réseau de |a santé dont |e budget
est passé de 17,9 nmilliards de dollars a 20,1 mlliards de
dollars. C est 43 pour cent de nos dépenses de programe qui, a
ce jour, vont au réseau de |la santé et des services soci aux.

C est sur |a base de ces constats que nous avons pu conclure
une entente dont tous |es Québécois peuvent se réjouir. Une
entente porteuse d' une nouvelle ére dans |e fonctionnenent de |a
Fédérati on canadi enne.

L' entente conclue entérine des progrés inportants, aussi
bi en en ce qui concerne le financenent de |la santé, |'anorce de
la résolution du déséquilibre fiscal qu' en ce qui concerne
| "acceptation d un fédéralisne qui est respectueux de nos
di ff érences.

Il vy alieu, en effet, de souligner |'ouverture nanifestée
par |'ensenble de nes coll égues depuis la création de ce Consei
de Fédération en juillet 2003; depuis cette réunion de N agara
qu'a présidé notre collégue le Premier Mnistre de |'Ontario au
nois de juillet 2004; depuis la réunion de Toronto ou a chaque
occasi on nous avons nanifesté notre nouvell e ouverture sur ce
fédéralisme et notre volonté commune de reconnaitre |es
di fférences et de créer une nouvelle ére.

Je veux, Monsieur le Premier Mnistre, vous renercier
personnel | enent. Vous avez fait un pari audaci eux; celui de
tenir cette conférence fédéral e/ provinciale dans cette salle ou,
avouons-le, pas toutes |es conférences ont réussi.

Je suis dans les pas de d autres Premers Mnistres du
Québec qui ont fréquenté cette salle: René Lévesque, Robert
Bour assa.

L' histoire retiendra que nous avons vécu ici dans cette
salle de tres grands nonments de décision et pour |e Québec, et
pour | e Canada. Vous avez 0s€ |'ouvrir a nouveau pour que nous
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pui ssi ons ensenbl e conmencer |e grand débat sur |'avenir de nos
services de soins de santé. et aussi pour nous pernettre
d" articuler une nouvelle vision de ce que peut étre | e Canada.

Tous ces signes présagent d' un renouveau dans la relation du
Québec avec ses partenaires fédératifs qui sera bénéfique pour le
fonctionnenent de notre fédération pour |'avenir du fédéralisne
et pour tous les citoyens du Canada.

Pour |le financement de |a santé, nous avons fait des progreés
trés inmportants. Le niveau de financement augnentera de facon
sensi bl e, quoi que | es besoins vont deneurer extrénenent
i mportants égal enent.

Je veux rappel er égal enent certaines réalités. Vous |'avez
dit dans vos remarques, |e gouvernenment fédéral continue d' avoir
des surplus et la question du déséquilibre fiscal continue d étre
a | "avant-plan de nos débats.

En ce sens je ne réjouis, Mnsieur le Premier mnistre, que
vous ayez accepté de faire un deuxiene pari avec une deuxiene
réunion qui aura lieu le 26 octobre prochain, et ne voul ant pas
trop tenter votre chance, ce qui n'aura pas lieu dans cette
salle, mais sur un enjeu qui touche de trés prés |'ensenble de |la
popul ati on du Québec et du Canada, celui du déséquilibre fiscal.

Cette deuxi éme rencontre, ce sera |'occasion pour nous, bien
sOr, de débattre de cette vision que nous avons du partage de nos
ressources et des nobyens nécessaires pour pouvoir livrer les
servi ces dont nous sonmes directenent responsables, incluant le
programe de coopérati on.

Monsieur le Premer Mnistre, chers coll égues, nous narquons
aujourd' hui une étape tres inportante dans |'histoire du Canada.

Nous avons tracé une voie nouvelle dans |le fédéralisne canadi en
grace a la reconnai ssance de |la synétrie par |'ensenble des
partenaires de |a Fédération.

Nous avons jeté les premers jalons de la résolution du
déséquilibre fiscal et nous avons, nous, 0sé poser un geste que
nul autre avant nous avait 0sé poser, reconnaitre cette
di fférence qui nous est si chére et qui nous définit, nous
Québécois, mais qui surtout définit |'ensenble du Canada.

Je vous renercie au nomde |a popul ation du Québec. Je veux
renercier ma dél égation, les Mnistres qui mont acconpagnés, qu
sont avec noi aujourd hui, le mnistre des Finances nonsi eur
Séguin, le ministre de la santé nonsieur Couillard, |le président
de non cocus nonsieur Vallieres. Et surtout, nmon mnistre des
rel ati ons intergouvernenental es nonsi eur Benoit Pelletier.

Je tiens a vous dire, au nomde |a popul ati on du Québec, que
nous marquerons sur notre cal endrier pour toujours cette journée
du 15 septenbre 2004 comme étant une journée inportante dans
| " histoire de notre peuple. Merci

TREs HON. PAUL MARTI N ( CPM Canada): Merci, Monsieur le
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| now would like to call on Prem er John Hanm of Nova
Scoti a.

HON. JOHN HAMM (NS): Thank you.

Prime Mnister and col | eagues, by working together we have
formed a better partnership to inprove health care in Nova
Scoti a.

Not every expectation will be nmet. W still need to nake
choi ces, but health care for Nova Scotians will be strengthened.

Last week my M nister of Health Pronotion and | sat down
with our province's partners in delivering better health care.
To the 150 or so doctors, nurses and other health care
prof essionals, to the many people who are working hard to ensure
t hat Nova Scotians becone heal thier, thank you for supporting our
efforts to have nore invested in health care.

W would not be in a position tonight to tal k about a new
federal -provincial-territorial partnership without the firm
foundati on of a strong partnership at home with our health care
wor kers on the frontlines and at the bed sides.

Sonme of those health care professionals cane to OQtawa to be
part of the conference.

Qur new investnents will be consistent with our nmulti-year
plan for better health care. W call it "Your Health Matters".
It will help us neet our goals of [ower wait tines, provide nore
doctors, nurses and other health professionals. It will assist

i n expanding care for seniors and hel pi ng Nova Scoti ans | ead
heal thier |ives.

As we al ways have been, Nova Scotia w Il be accountable for
every penny we spend in health care, accountable to our health
care partners, accountable to patients and their famlies and
accountabl e to taxpayers.

Prime Mnister, | congratulate you for your stam na.

The di al ogue over the past three days was a denonstration of
a new way. Froma Nova Scotia perspective this was the nost
successful First Mnisters neeting | have attended in nore than
five years as Premier. | look forward to building on this new
partnership for better health care so we can achi eve ot her
positive results for the people of Nova Scoti a.

I n thanking my col |l eagues around the table, | also want to
thank ny Mnister of Health, Angus Ml saac, and ny staff nenbers
who played such an inportant part in our contribution to this
very successful neeting. Thank you.

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Thank you very nuch
Prem er Hamm

Prem er Lord of New Brunswi ck.

HON. BERNARD LORD (NB): Thank you very nmuch Prine M nister

| cane here a few days ago to represent the people of New
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Brunswi ck with one overriding objective, to conclude a new
partnership that woul d place our health care systemon a better
footing, et je suis convaincu que nous avons réussi. Nous avons
établi un plan qui anéliorera la qualité et |'accées des soins de
santé pour les patients et leur fam|lle pour |les dix prochaines
années.

For New Brunswi ck and New Brunsw ckers this plan and the
funding that goes along with it will support our own health plan,
heal thy futures, and it will assist in our new investnments to
sustain and i nprove services.

In this neeting we shared information on how each and
everyone of us are working to inprove health care in key areas.

Nous avons parl é de la réduction des tenps d attente,

d' aneliorer les soins a domicile, de fournir une neilleure
assurance- médi canents pour les famlles, d'ajouter des ressources
humai nes dans notre systéene et de faire la pronotion du m eux-
étre pour nos enfants.

But we all know, and | think we have to be upfront about

this, there are still many chall enges ahead, and there will stil
be difficult choices to make. Neverthel ess | am convinced t hat
we w il succeed and we will continue to change and we w ||

conplete the renewal of our health care system The results wll
be better health care for famlies, for our parents and our
chil dren

Et c' est avec enthousiasne et énergie que je vais retourner
chez nous au Nouveau- Brunsw ck pour poursuivre notre travail dans
notre systene de soins de santé.

Je tiens aussi a souligner |'inportance historique de ce que
nous avons acconpli avec |a reconnai ssance du fédéralisme
asymeétrique et ce que ca représente pour |'ensenble du pays et
non seul enent pour | e Québec, et je crois que nous devons
reconnaitre que c'est un pas inportant, oui, pour nos ams
québécoi s, mais pour |'ensenble des Canadi ens et des Canadi ennes,
et c'est avec plaisir pour noi de faire partie de cet exercice,
et je vous félicite, Monsieur Martin, pour ces paienents.

It will also be with great pleasure that we will neet again
on Cctober 26, and | thank you for that comm tnent, Prine
M nister, and | thank you for your conmtment with regards to
equal i zation and the details that we will work out between now
and Cctober 26.

It will be nean a great deal to ensure that all Canadi ans, no
matter where they live in this great country, will have access to
better services and conparabl e services.

Enfin, je tiens a vous renercier, Monsieur |le Premer
mnistre, et remercier tous nes collegues, ainsi que tous ceux et
cell es qui nous ont appuyés dans nos déli bérati ons.

It is clear to ne that the success we have achi eved today



-10-

will benefit all Canadians in all regions of Canada and we wl |
enj oy better health care.

Thank you.

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Thank you very nuch
Prem er Lord.

| too |look forward to the neeting on the 26th and |I too | ook
forward to the neeting on equalization. | amnot sure that the
rest of the nmeeting will be the unalloyed joy for nme that it may
wel |l be for you and the others.

| would like to call on Prem er Doer of Manitoba.

HON. GARY DOER (MB): Thank you very nmuch, Prinme M nister
col | eagues, | adi es and gentl enen.

| really believe this nmorning the plan that we have signed
and the agreenent that we have put our names to represents new
hope for health care for a generation and new hope for Canada
with the signatures that are here today.

| believe that we have denonstrated with hard work and
passi on and good debate and feisty debate that we have the
capacities and ability to forge a partnership and a plan that
wor ks for Canadi ans.

| believe the agreenent we have for Aboriginal people, in
partnership with Aboriginal people, the beginnings of a
pharmaceutical plan, the i munization extension rather than
short-term funding, home care a the strategy on waiting |ists,
anongst other things, will represent a real, real benefit to a
health care systemthat is under stress and will require a | ot of
work to be able to achieve real and tangible results.

| believe having an escalator in an agreenent is very, very
i nportant for nedicare. W nust have an agreenent and we do have
an agreenent with an escalator and that will allow for a | ot nore
predi ctabl e decision-making in the hiring of nurses, the training
of doctors, the skills of our diagnhostic staff and, therefore,

that will translate with a great dedicated staff, that we all
have, who are under tremendous pressure across this country, it
will translate into much better patient care.

| also believe that in this room-- | was here as a nenber

of a legislature in a mnority government a few years ago, and it
wasn't a very successful experience. The Prem er of Quebec was
there in a different capacity. | amreally delighted that we
could cone into this roomw th every province and the federa
government represented feeling proud of the work we did,
realistic about the heavy lifting that conmes after and be able to
shake hands and nove forward, rather than goi ng backwards.

| believe that this shows the Council of the Federation and
the | eadership that we have worked on in the Council of the
Federation, working with the federal governnment, can provide rea
di fferences for Canadians. W have a neeting in October and we
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have al so work to do on a skilled econony, a training econony, a
new econony, internal trade. There are so many other itens. |
don't want to have you put themon your list. But we have so
much work to do when we work together

| renmenber at the G ey Cup, less than a year ago, | said to
you and the public that | hoped we could nove froman era of
"take it or leave it" federalismto "give and take" federalism
cooperative federalism

Prime Mnister, | want to congratulate you on allowing us to
have a give and take to get a better plan for Canadi ans and a
better health care systemfor the future.

Thank you and congrat ul ati ons.

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Thank you very nuch
Prem er, very, very nuch

| turn now to Prem er Canpbell of British Col unbia.

HON. GORDON CAMPBELL (BC): Thank you, Prine Mnister.

Canadi ans have been waiting a long, long time, Prine
M nister, for us to solve the chronic problem of underfundi ng of
our health care system

Toni ght, the longest waiting list of themall has cone to an
end. Finally, we are opening the door to a sustainable health
care system for Canada.

It has been a long journey. |In August of 2001, premers
gathered in Victoria, British Colunbia and said it was time for
us to focus our attention, our energies, on conmng up with a
sust ai nabl e plan for health care because that's what Canadi ans in
each of our provinces expected of us.

And | can tell you, Prime Mnister, | amvery pleased with
t he funding that we have found over the last three days. | echo
Prem er Doer's comments. It is great to be part of a new era of

constructive federalism where there is give and take, and |
particul arly appreciated the give part of that federalism
--- Laughter / Rires

HON. GORDON CAMPBELL (BC): | amsorry to see that M.
Goodal e is now | ooking for the door.

Prime Mnister, this required hard work, but | think that we
did a nunber of things this week that go beyond funding. W said
to everyone in Canada that we are no | onger satisfied with
Abori gi nal people having a | ower standard of health than the rest
of Canadians. | want to thank the Aboriginal |eadership for
com ng here and show ng us the way ahead.

W said that we wanted every Canadi an to have the
opportunity to have a full pharnaceutical plan available to them
and we are going to start taking the first steps in providing
t hat .

Each of us in this roomwants to be sure that every young
Canadi an child has the inmmunization program available to them
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that they need to protect themfor their future and to prevent
illness.

We tal k about, and we are actually acting on, the concerns
t hat have been echoed and explained by territorial |eaders now
for sone time. | amso pleased that we have shown that Canada is
bi g enough no accept all of the differences in all of the regions
of this country, as we nove ahead.

Prime Mnister, last night we watched as Team Canada won --
we didn't watch we heard Team Canada won. | think we should
remenber this, Prinme Mnister: in Canada, when we work together
when we focus on conmon objectives, there is nothing that we
can't acconplish

Let me say this: each of us knows that we have a del egation
behi nd us, a group of people behind us, literally thousands of
people in our provinces, that are working to make our health care
system better every single day. Perhaps we, today, have given
them a new ray of hope -- our nurses, our doctors, our
physi ot her api st s.

In many ways, Prinme Mnister, that is because you deci ded
that had you were going to take this challenge on. | say to you
tonight that it is no easy challenge. The job is not done, but
the job has been begun. | want to say, Prinme Mnister, your
| eadership has held hel ped a great deal in that. | appreciate
that. | appreciate the work of ny colleagues in the Council of
the Federation. Mst inportantly, | appreciate all of the care
givers in Canada's health care systemwho even now, at this |ate
time, are caring for people that need their help.

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Thank you very, very
much, Prem er

| would now call on Premer Binns of P.E.I.

HON. PATRICK G BINNS (PE): Thank you very nuch, Prine
M ni ster, coll eagues and Canadi ans.

| will perhaps pick up on where Gordon Canpbell left off and
put it alittle different way. Last night Canada won the Wrld

Cup of hockey; | think tonight we have signed a worl d-cl ass
agreenents on health care. What a great country when this can
happen.

For eight years, Prine Mnister, since | becane premer, |
have pronoted, to the surprise of no one, the strengthening of
the equalization programin the belief that funding | evels were
not mneeting constitutional obligations and because our health
care services depend on equalization funding.

In the years ahead, | hope that ny province will not require
equal i zati on and we are working hard to achi eve that objective.
But for now it does and, Prine Mnister, | think the very

exi stence of such a program speaks to what is inportant about
Canada, that the wealth of the country is shared anong t hose who
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need it.
In 2000, by working together, First Mnisters were
successful in renoving the cap on equalization. Today, | believe

we have reached a nmuch nore significant agreenment by topping up
the funding | evel of the equalization program beginning this
fiscal year.

This restoration is significant and I know when the Is are
dotted and the Ts are crossed we w |l have added about $1.425
billion in this fiscal year for equalization-receiving provinces
on an entitlenment basis. This wll be further enhanced next
budget year when funding will be increased to $10.9 billion.

| want to thank ny coll eagues, and | especially want to
t hank you, Prinme Mnister, for recognizing this shortfall and for
commtting to the October 26th nmeeting to chart an inplenentation
plan for the future.

| want to thank ny staff and | want to thank health care
wor kers and all islanders who hel ped ne prepare to cone here and
stri ke a deal

| believe, Prime Mnister, that Prince Edward |slanders can
sleep a little better tonight know ng there is a renewed
commtrment by First Mnisters to inprove our health care system

Thank you very nuch, sir.

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Thank you very nuch
Prem er.

Prem er Calvert of Saskatchewan.

HON. LORNE CALVERT (SK): Thank you, Prinme Mnister. Prinme
M ni ster, coll eagues, |adies and gentl enen, Canadi ans, on behal f
of Mnister John Nilson, our Mnister of Health in Saskat chewan,
who was been here all week, nyself and our entire Saskatchewan
team Prime Mnister, | first of all want to thank you for your
own vi sion, your own determ nation, in bringing us together in
this forumand in this fashion and to thank you for your patience
over these challenging days.

When we cane to the conference, as you said, Prinme Mnister,
we all came with goals. |If there were a goal to be identified
from Saskat chewan's position as the fundanental goal, we cane
hopi ng to achi eve a goal that we would put medicare in Canada on
a nore firmfoundation for the future.

| believe that, tonight, with the plan that we have signed,
publicly funded health care in Canada, not-for-profit health
care, is on a nore firmfoundation than it was when we began our
di scussi ons on Sunday ni ght.

| say that because we have achi eved, not perfection, but we
have achi eved nore stability in the funding of health care, nore
predictability, a nore adequate |level of funding. W have
achi eved t hat.

But even nore, we have achieved, | believe, in this
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conference a renewed conm tnent to change and reform and

i nnovation using those new dollars to tackle sonme of the
difficult issues and waiting lists but, equally, to nove to the
reformand the change and the innovation that we know nust occur
to sustain our systeminto the future, things like primary health
care, pharnmacare.

I n our agreenment we have commtted to do that. And in that
conbi nati on of stable and adequate predictable funding and that
commtnment to reformand change, | believe nedicare tonight, in
Canada, is on a nore solid foundation.

| want to join with the Premer of Prince Edward Island in
t hanki ng you for your determination to build equity in our
country. | rejoice in the agreenent that we have net around your
financial commtnment to equalization and | ook forward to working
with you and all premers, in October, further on that file.

We began, M. Prine Mnister, you wll renmenber and
col |l eagues wi |l renenber, we began this conference with a prayer
fromtw of our Aboriginal |eaders in Canada. That bl essing may
wel | have served us throughout the course of these days.

M. Prime Mnister, | want to say | think if there is an
hi storic conponent to this conference that we should recognize
tonight, it is that involvenent of our Aboriginal |eaders and the
partnership that | believe that we have strengthened through this
conference and the change that we can make by working together in
the health care of Aboriginal people across Canada.

Finally -- finally -- let ne invite you, Prine Mnister, and
all colleagues, if it is possible, that you may join us in
Saskat chewan for our October 26th neeting. | guarantee, Prine

M nister, in spite of premers, you will have a good tine.
--- Laughter / Rires

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Don't nmake prom ses you
can't keep!

Thank you very much, Prem er Calvert.

| call on Mnister Mar, from Al berta.

HON. GARY MAR (AB): Thank you, Prine M nister

Prime Mnister, Prem ers and Canadi ans, | have been in
constant with Premier Klein during the course of the |ast two-
and-a-hal f days for me, and | can advise you that, |ike other
First Mnisters, the Prenm er advises ne that he will be signing

this agreenent.

As Health Mnister, representing Premer Kl ein and al
Al bertans, it has been a privilege for ne to share in this tine
of helping lay a foundation for better health care for Al bertans
and for all Canadi ans.

To the Prine Mnister, | say, thank you, Prime Mnister, for
pati ence that you have shown and your listening. | did ask you
early on to listen carefully to the Prem ers of Canada, whose
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body of know edge and experience and wi sdomin the area of health
care has astoni shed ne.

To Canadi ans, | want to say that | have had a very, very
speci al opportunity -- | nmust say | feel like a bit of a tourist
at this table -- but | wish every Canadi an had the opportunity to
see their respective premers and how they serve Canadi ans from
coast to coast to coast.

M. Prime Mnister, regardless of political stripe, | can
say that you, Prine Mnister Martin, Prem er Charest, a Liberal,
Premi er Lord, a Conservative, Prem er Doer, a New Denocrat,
regardl ess of political stripe, Prime Mnister, all of this
i ndi vidual s -- and Canadi ans shoul d know -- serve Canadi ans wel | .

They serve the people that elect themwell and they speak on the
subjects of health care with passion and with know edge and with
great sincerity.

Prime Mnister, the additional federal commtnent is a good
start to inproving the quality and access of health care in
Al berta and across the country and you have our conm tnent that
we wll do good work with the noney that you have provi ded us.

But there is still nore work to be done. Prenmier Kl ein has
often said that noney is only a snmall part of the solution.
Al berta will continue to |look for innovations and will continue

to strive to provide the best access and quality of health
services to Canadians and to report to them Alberta will work
with our health professionals, our health care providers and with
governnments of provinces and territories across this country to
build better health care and wel |l ness care for Al bertans and al
Canadi ans.

| want to say thank you to all of the support staff who
serve Prem er Klein who have served ne during ny tinme here.
There are many of themto nane, but in particular there are three
Deputy M nisters who have served the province and their Prem er
and their respective Mnisters very well: Julie New cky, Jerry
Bordeaux and Dr. Roger Palnmer. | will wish to thank all of them
and again to say congratulations to you, Prime Mnister, and
t hanki ng you very nuch

RT. HON. PAUL MARTI N (PMO Canada): Thank you, M nister

| would now like to call on Premer WIIlianms of New oundl and
and Labr ador.

HON. DANNY WLLIAMS (NL): Thank you, Prime Mnister.

Prime Mnister and col | eagues, ny fell ow Canadi ans, | first
of all want to say how pleased | amto have had the honour to
participate in these historic proceedings. | also want to say

how proud | amto have been part of the teamaround this table,

t he conpetent and very dedi cated and hard-working people in this
room and as well the people that sit behind the people around
this table, ny owmn staff, ny officials, nmy ministers. | have had
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a chance to see you all in action. A lot of the work is done in
the back lines not only on the front lines and I think we have
all served Canadians well and |I thank you collectively. |
i ncl ude the people behind you, Prinme Mnister, your mnisters and
your assistants. Thank you.

It has been a |l ong process. It has been a tough process.
The neal s have been sparse, the sleep has been sparse, but |
t hi nk we have acconplished sonething worthwhile for Canadi ans
over the last three days.

| made the comrent when | think one of the nedia indicated
that this was just really petty bickering anong | eaders. Well,
we know it wasn't just petty bickering. This was a tough
negoti ation. But the stakes were very high. The stakes were
inmportant. They are inportant to all Canadi ans and i ndividually
they are inportant to our provinces, inportant to you, Prine

M nister, as the | eader of our great country. | think we handl ed
ourselves well. W fleshed out the issues and | am proud of what
we have acconplished. | particularly enjoyed the debates

yesterday afternoon all during the day when we really touched on
t he i ssues, when we tal ked about wait tinmes and we tal ked about
pharmacare and we tal ked about hone care and we tal ked about
accountability. | think we collectively have acconplished the
goal s that you set out to do when we cane here.

We al so tal ked about issues that are inportant to northern
regions, transportation and funding. W tal ked about our
Abori gi nal Peoples and we net with our Aboriginal Peoples and |
was proud to be part of that cerenony.

When | first had an opportunity to speak in this room |
t al ked about the inpact that the plight of Aboriginal children
had on ne when | nmade a trip to the north. | tal ked about Tonmy,
a young boy in rural Newfoundl and and Labrador, a 10 year old who
had to | eave his home and family and his comunity to fight

cancer on his own. | talked about the dedicated health care
prof essional s, the nurses and the doctors in renote regions who
provide a great service to our country. | also tal ked about the

i ndebt edness that | have personally for the health care system
for what it has done for nme, for ny famly, and for ny grandson.
That is really what it is all about. That is why we are
here. W are here to try to inprove the services for the people
who need it. W are also here to provide a payback to the people
who provide these services and al so the peopl e who receive these
services. W have to be concerned about the providers and
concerned about the recipients, the patients.
| just want to be able to go back to the people of
Newf oundl and and Labrador and say that | did ny best to try to
hel p out a systemthat is suffering in Newfoundl and and Labrador.
Prime Mnister, | indicated to you that we have a serious
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fiscal problemin our province, but | don't expect you -- that is
not just your problem that is ny problem it is our problem and
| don't expect you to fix and heal all those problens. But every
single dollar in our province is very, very precious because we
have so little. Well, | can sleep tonight soundly know ng that
we did everything we could here. | think as a group of people we
didn't leave a dollar on the table and you gave everything you
had and that is a good deal. That is a good result.

| said we would all have to hold our noses and we all have
to hold our nose because nobody gets everything they want. No
deal s cone easy and | think we have served everybody well.

| don't want to raise expectations to Newf oundl and and
Labrador. W have got a great 10-year plan to strengthen health

care and I'mproud of it. It is a great start. But we still
have a way to go froma financial perspective in ny province. |
don't want people at hone thinking that this is the nmecca. It

is: W are there. W have a lot to do, a lot of hard work to do
and we do need sonme nore funding. But what you have done has
been a superb start. | amso proud to be part of this group on
this historic occasion.

| want to thank Premier McCGuinty for his | eadership, as head
of the federation. Tough spot to be in, to have to go in to have
the interface to try to represent our interests, to have to dea
wi th our negotiating position and the position on the other side.

| don't envy your position, sir, but you did a wonderful job on
our behal f.

Personally, Prime Mnister, | want to thank you. You have
had ny respect. You certainly earned even nore respect. You are
a tough negotiator, sir, and | respect you for that, but you are
prepared to conprom se and you did. | thank you for your
patience, it required a lot, there is no doubt about it. || thank
you for your conmmtnent to health care, for Canadians. And |
t hank you, finally, for your willingness to achieve an agreenent
for Canadians from St. John's to Vancouver. Congratulations on a
j ob well done.

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Thank you very nuch
Prem er.

Prem er Handl ey of the Northwest Territories.

HON. JOSEPH L. HANDLEY (NT): Thank you, Prine M nister.

The plan we signed tonight is good for the North and for al
of Canada.

| amparticularly proud and pl eased to have been able to
contribute to fashioning this plan to strengthen health care in
Canada for a generation and I want to recognize all the people
who provided ne with advice and support throughout this, our
heal th care professionals, people who brought their health
concerns to ny attention, the people who provi ded advice as we
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prepared, and particularly to ny del egation here over the | ast
f ew days.

| amparticularly pleased that the agreenent includes a
territorial health access fund, $150 nmillion for five years.
Prime Mnister, | can assure you that we will show that this is a
good investnent. In fact, you will be appealing to us to sign
anot her five-year agreenent when this one runs out.

The plan we signed today denonstrates the efforts of you,
Prime Mnister, and all of the Premers to ensure that al
Canadians in all regions are taken into account as we prepare
t hese plans and strategies. Like other jurisdictions in Canada
we have been working on reforminitiatives for the past years,
hone care, nental health, addictions, integrated service delivery
for primary health care, information systens, tele-health wll
all benefit fromthe agreenment we signed tonight.

| want to also say that | amvery pleased with the
| eadership that the Aboriginal Chiefs and Presidents have shown
in our neeting on Monday that resulted in an Aboriginal health
agreenent. This $700 nmillion Aboriginal health fund is ainmed at
our Aboriginal citizens who represent 50 per cent of our people
in the Northwest Territories.

Wien | arrived here | said | was determi ned to ensure that
t he people of the Northwest Territories had access to the quality
care they need when they need it and the tools and resources to
exercise their individual responsibilities. | believe the
agreenent we have signed is an inportant step in helping us to
achi eve those goal s.

| would like to thank you, Prime Mnister, for listening and
addressing the serious chall enges and recogni zi ng the trenmendous
opportunities and potential that our part of Canada represents.

| would also Iike to thank Premer M@iinty and all of the
Prem ers for their steadfast support for the North over the |ast
few days as we negotiated this agreenent.

Like | say, Prime Mnister, | ampleased with the agreenent
and | can ensure you that we are going to make work and we are
going to show you that we can do this right.

Thank you.

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Thank you, Premer.

Prem er Fentie of the Yukon.

HON. DENNI'S FENTIE (YT): Thank you, Prine Mnister. Let ne
begin by saying that if you want to continue to work late into
the night at 24 Sussex Drive you mght want to invest in sone air
conditioning. The heat al nost got us.

But, Prime Mnister, it has been a great honour for nme to
have represented Yukoners here at what has been a very
significant First Mnisters' conference.

| came here to ensure that the needs of our citizens when it



-19-

cones to health care were addressed and we have acconpli shed
that. Wth the establishment of a territorial health access fund
we can do great things in delivering health care for Yukon
citizens.

| cane here to address Aboriginal health care and we have
taken a significant step forward in that regard.

The nunber one priority for Yukon at this conference was to
address our needs resource-wi se to ensure that we can deliver
prograns and services to our citizens on a level par with al
Canadi ans.

| thank you for your solid conmtnent to address that issue
by providing, starting this year, those necessary resources.

Prime Mnister, you conmtted sonme nonths ago to a new era
of cooperation between the federal governnment and the provinces
and territories and what we have acconplished here today is
testinmony to that commtnment and you are to be commended.

| would also like to extend to ny col | eagues once again that
it has been a great pleasure to have worked with you. W have
al ways managed to find consensus when we needed to and | think
that has contributed a great deal to what we have done here
t oday.

Prem er McQ@uinty, | know you had a difficult task chairing
we, the Premers, but you have done a comendabl e job in that
regard. So to you, on behalf of the Yukon, we extend to you our
great est appreciation.

| also want to thank ny staff and ny Yukon team for their
efforts and now we nmust all go to work to deliver on our
achi evenent on behal f of Yukoners and indeed on behal f of
Canadi ans.

Thank you, Prinme Mnister.

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Thank you, Prem er

Fentie. | can tell you that it was our intention to install air
conditioning at 24 Sussex and we had the noney up until today.
It's gone.

--- Laughter / Rires

Prem er Ckali k.

HON. PAUL OKALIK (NU): (Native |l anguage spoken). Good
norning, Prime Mnister. Perhaps you can nove your office and

your home to Nunavut. It will be alittle cooler. You won't
need air conditioning in the North.
My col | eagues, fellow Canadians, | amvery proud to be here.

W started off on the right foot. You cane and visited ne in
Nunavut and you listened. Now you have shown ny fell ow Nunavites
that you actually act on what you listen to. | amvery pleased
at what you acted on.

To nmy fellow Nunavites, it is nice to be sitting here. |
recall one neeting where | wasn't even sitting because our issues
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weren't acted on. To ny fellow coll eagues, thank you for your
support once again. For the people of Nunavut | believe we have
gone a long ways in neeting our real needs in Nunavut in
del i vering basic heath care.

| want to thank nmy fell ow Nunavites who have been sitting
behind ne patiently for the last two days and listening to ne and
supporting me in these difficult tinmes. You nade it easy for us
this time. | appreciate that, Prinme Mnister. | think with the
noney that you have set aside in this agreenent, it wll go a
l ong way in making sure that people who need the help will be

receiving it. | often say that | w sh everyone good heal th, but

unfortunately at tinmes we do need help when we are in difficult

shape. So | appreciate the help of your governnment and | | ook

forward to tackling many issues with you that we face in Nunavut.
To nmy col |l eagues who are sitting around this table, | want

health care off the agenda in the next annual Premiers' neeting.
Thank you.

RT. HON. PAUL MARTIN (PMO Canada): Thank you very nuch
Prem er.

Let nme just add ny voice to those of the Prem ers who have
t hanked so many people. Certainly, the health professionals, the
doctors, the nurses, the paranedics right across the country, the
frontline caregivers.

| also would Iike to thank their associations, their
representatives who are here who have nade such a trenendous
i nput to our discussions.

J ainerais aussi renercier les fonctionnaires qui ont été
i mpliqués, les fonctionnaires du gouvernenent fédéral qui ont
travaill é si fort pendant si |ongtenps pour que notre réunion
soit une réussite, et je dois dire les fonctionnaires des
gouvernenents provinciaux qui ont fait exactenent de néne.

There were a nunber of references nade to the |ate night
nmeetings at 24 Sussex. Let nme just tell you that there was one
poi nt where federal officials, provincial officials, there wasn't

a roomin the house that they weren't collected in corners. In
fact, | woke up this norning, all of two days later, and there
were still two provincial officials walking around | think
| ooki ng for the door.

| want to thank Health Mnister Dosanjh. | want to thank
the Mnister of Public Health, Carolyn Bennett. | want to thank

the Mnister of Intergovernnmental Affairs, Lucien Robillard. |
want to thank the Mnister of Finance, Ral ph Goodale. [If you

will forgive ne for doing this, because | worked with him so
long, | also want to thank Kevin Lynch, the Deputy Mnister, who
will be |eaving for another post.

And | also want to thank Alex H nelfarb, who is behind ne.
Let nme tell you that I, as Mnister of Finance, spent a |lot of
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time saying very nasty things about the Privy Council Ofice,
about PCO. | take sone of it back. | have got to say to Alex he
did a trenendous j ob.

| also want to add ny voice to what Premier Doer said in
terns of the agreement with Quebec, in terns of the nature of the
agreenment with Quebec, in terns of the recognition by all of the
premers and | think it is very inportant to understand the
| eadership that the Prem ers took in understanding that in fact
the great strength of our country is the diversity of our
popul ation and our ability to approach things in different ways
and yet with common purposes. So | think, Prem er Charest, this
was a historic agreenent, and I want to thank all of the Premers
for their | eadership as well as you, Prem er Charest.

Je pense que ca a été vrainment quel que chose de treés, tres
i mportant qui s'est passé aujourd' hui.

| want to say to the Aboriginal |eaders who were here, a
nunber of them nmentioned that this was a very inportant
agreenment. The fact is that the quality of the Aboriginal
| eadership in this country is also what brought us here.

Then finally let nme just say to the Premers -- si je peux
parler aux premiers mnistres qui sont autour de |la table --
qu' on connait tres bien les difficultés que vous avez devant
vous, | es obstacles que vous étes obligés de surnonter, the
pressures you face, aging populations, costly technol ogi es,

M nister Mar said it again today -- anyone who watched our
nmeeti ngs woul d have had to have been inpressed by the know edge
of the medical systemthat you as prem ers showed.

| think that yesterday was a very good day for Canada,
simply in the way in which those i ssues were addressed by you as
Prem ers. | hope it gave people just a greater insight into in
fact the difficulties that you face and the great progress that
you have made.

We made mgj or advances in this agreenment, major advances in
accountability, major advances in the way of reform | know that
you have been on that path of reformfor a long tine and the
exanpl es of that abound across the country. So let ne
congratul ate all of you on your |eadership. Let us congratul ate
all of us on this agreenent.

| have now a very | engthy speech which | amnot going to
gi ve you.

| am now going to call this neeting to a close. Thank you
al | .

--- Applause / Appl audi ssenent s
--- \Wereupon the neeting concluded at 0135 /
La réunion s'est term née a 0135



